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Statement  on  the  Interagenq^  Task  Force  for  Indochina. 
July  21,  1975 

I  AM  today  formally  announcing  the  transfer  of  principal  operational  responsi- 
bility of  the  Interagency  Task  Force  for  the  resettlement  of  refugees  from  Indo- 
china from  the  Department  of  State  to  the  Department  of  Health,  Education, 
and  Welfare. 

Since  I  formed  the  Task  Force  in  April,  the  resettlement  of  refugees  has  be- 
come primarily  a  domestic  rather  than  foreign  affairs  concern.  A  great  deal  has 
been  accomplished  in  evacuating,  caring  for,  and  resettling  refugees  from  Indo- 
china. However,  much  remains  to  be  done.  I  ask  all  Americans  to  open  their 
hearts  to  these  refugees  as  we  have  to  others  throughout  our  history. 

Mrs.  Julia  Taft,  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of  Health,  Education,  and  Wel- 
fare, who  has  been  acting  as  Director  of  the  Task  Force  since  the  departure  of 
Ambassador  Dean  Brown,  will  continue  as  Director.  All  decisions  and  activities 
regarding  the  domestic  and  international  resettlement  of  refugees  from  Indo- 
china will  be  coordinated  by  her.  She  will  act  under  my  direction  and  in  close 
coordination  with  the  Secretary  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  and  the 
President's  Advisory  Committee  on  Refugees.  Mrs.  Taft's  responsibilities  will 
continue  to  involve  numerous  governmental  departments,  and  I  am  directing 
each  of  them  to  offer  her  their  full  cooperation  and  support  in  this  important 
task. 


416 

Remarks  on  Receiving  a  Collection  of  Day-of -Prayer 
Proclamations.     July  21,  1975 

LET  ME  first  welcome  you,  Mr.  Stewart,  and  all  of  you  representing  different 
faiths  and  creeds  and  beliefs.  I  thank  you  very,  very  much  for  this  collection, 
which  will  be  a  significant  part  of  the  White  House  memorabilia. 

I  didn't  realize  until  I  talked  to  you  and  read  some  material  on  it,  but  there 
have  been  proclamations  issued  either  by  a  congress  or  the  Congress  and  by  the 
President  since  June  12,  1775. 1  was  delighted,  of  course,  to  issue  the  proclama- 
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tion  for  July  24,  1975.  The  point  that  I  think  significant  is  the  following:  Our 
forefathers  for  almost  200  years  have  prayed,  regardless  of  their  beliefs  or  their 
faith,  and  this  has  helped  them,  and  they  are  doing  it  today  as  they  have  in  the 
past. 

But  equally  significant,  it  has  been  the  prayers  of  our  forefathers,  as  it  is  the 
prayers  of  our  fellow  countrymen  today,  that  have  made  America  strong.  And  I 
am  convinced,  as  we  move  ahead,  individual  prayer  will  help  not  only  the 
person  but  the  country,  and  prayer  today  means  as  much  to  Americans  as  it  did 
on  June  12, 1775. 

And  I  thank  you  very,  very  much  for  this  beautiful  collection.  This  is  a  beauti- 
ful collection,  and  I  thank  you  on  behalf  of  the  Presidency  and  thank  you  again, 
all  the  people  who  are  here  representing  the  various  faiths  in  America. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:55  p.m.  in  the  Oval  Prayer  was  proclaimed  by  the  Second  Continental 

Office  at  the  White  House.  Peter  P.  Stewart,  presi-  Congress. 

dent  of  the  Thanksgiving  Square  Foundation,  pre-  On  June  12,  1975,  the  President  signed  Proclama- 

sented  him  with  the  first  collection  of  181  day-of-  tion  4379,  proclaiming  July  24  as  National  Day  of 

prayer  proclamations  issued  by  Presidents  and  Con-  Prayer,  1975. 

grosses  since  1775,  when  the  first  National  Day  of 

417 

Remarks  on  Greeting  the  1975  Wimbledon  Tennis 
Champions.     July  21,  1973 

WE  ARE  real  honored  to  have  the  two  Wimbledon  champions— Arthur  Ashe 
and  Billie  Jean  King.  We  are  pleased  to  have  them  in  the  White  House.  They 
represent  the  excellence  in  athletics  in  the  field  of  tennis. 

I  just  told  them  I  vv^atched  them  both  on  television  and  envied  their  com- 
petence and  regretted  that  I  could  only  v^atch  and  not  participate. 

We  are  proud  of  them  and  delighted  to  have  them  back  after  having  done 
such  a  first-class  job. 

We  are  glad  to  have  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:10  p.m.  in  the  Rose       singles  title  at  the  1975  tournament  held  in  Wimble- 
Garden  at  the  White  House.  Mrs.  King  won  the       don,  England,  from  June  23  to  July  5. 
women's    singles   tide   and   Mr.   Ashe,   the   men's 
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Veto  of  a  Petroleum  Price  Review  Bill. 

July  21,  1975 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  am  returning  without  my  approval  H.R.  4035,  the  Petroleum  Price  Review 
Act,  because  it  would  increase  petroleum  consumption,  cut  domestic  production, 
increase  reliance  on  insecure  petroleum  imports  and  avoid  the  issue  of  phasing 
out  unwieldy  price  controls. 

H.R.  4035  would  go  counter  to  the  Nation's  need  to  conserve  energy  and  re- 
duce dependence  on  imported  oil.  It  would  increase  petroleum  imports  by  about 
350,000  barrels  per  day  in  1977,  compared  to  import  levels  under  my  phased 
decontrol  plan.  It  would  even  increase  imports  by  about  70,000  barrels  per  day 
over  continuation  of  the  current  system  of  mandatory  controls  through  1977. 

The  provisions  in  this  bill  to  roll  back  the  price  of  domestic  oil  not  now  con- 
trolled, to  repeal  the  **stripper  well"  exemption  from  price  controls  and  to  es- 
tablish a  three-tier  price  system  which  would  require  even  more  complex  reg- 
ulations would  be  counterproductive  to  the  achievement  of  energy  inde- 
pendence. 

The  bill  does  contain  an  Administration  requested  provision  which  would 
continue  the  coal  conversion  program  through  December  31st.  Since  coal  con- 
version authorities  authorized  last  year  in  the  Energy  Supply  and  Environmen- 
tal Coordination  Act  expired  June  30th,  I  urge  rapid  enactment  of  a  simple 
one  year  extension  of  these  authorities. 

Last  Wednesday,  July  16, 1  submitted  to  Congress  a  compromise  plan  to  phase 
out  price  controls  on  crude  oil  over  a  thirty-month  period.  Coupled  with  admin- 
istratively imposed  import  fees,  this  plan  will  reduce  the  Nation's  imports  by 
900,000  barrels  per  day  by  1977.  It  will  reduce  our  vulnerability  to  another  em- 
bargo by  adding  slightly  over  one  cent  per  gallon  to  the  price  of  all  petroleum 
products  by  the  end  of  1975  and  seven  cents  by  1978. 

If  Congress  acts  on  this  compromise  and  on  other  Administration  proposed 
energy  taxes,  including  the  "windfall  profits"  tax  and  energy  tax  rebates  to 
consumers,  the  burden  of  decontrol  will  be  shared  fairly,  and  our  economic 
recovery  will  continue. 

I  veto  H.R.  4035,  because  it  increases  our  vulnerability  to  unreliable  sources 
of  crude  oil  and  does  not  deal  with  the  need  to  phase-out  rigid  price  and  alloca- 
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tion  controls  enacted  during  the  embargo.  I  urge  Congress  not  to  disapprove  my 
administrative  plan  of  gradual  decontrol.  If  it  is  accepted,  I  w^ill  accept  a  simple 
extension  of  price  and  allocation  authorities.  If  decontrol  is  not  accepted,  I  w^ill 
have  no  choice  but  to  veto  the  simple  six-month  extension  of  these  authorities 
now^  being  considered  by  Congress. 

For  too  long,  the  Nation  has  been  w^ithout  an  energy  policy,  and  I  cannot 
approve  a  drift  into  greater  energy  dependence. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

July  21, 1975. 

note:  The  House  of  Representatives  reconsidered  H.R.  4035  on  July  24,  1975,  and  the  bill  was  referred  to 
committee. 

419 

Remarks  on  Greeting  Members  of  the  Future  Farmers 

of  America.     July  22,  1975 

Mr.  Secretary,  Mr.  President,  and  all  of  you  from  the  Future  Farmers  of 
America: 

It's  just  nice  to  see  you  in  the  White  House,  in  the  Rose  Garden  particularly, 
and  I  know  that  you  look  forward  to  the  opportunity  of  actually  going  through 
the  White  House  and  having  a  tour  of  that  wonderful  building. 

Let  me  thank  you  for  the  opportunity  of  meeting  with  a  number  of  you  about 
a  year  or  so  ago,  when  I  was  over  in  the  EOB  [Old  Executive  OfHce  Building] 
as  Vice  President.  And  thank  you  very,  very  much  for  the  warm  welcome  that 
you  all  gave  me  out  in  Kansas  City  when  some  17,000  of  you  future  farmers 
gave  me  a  wonderful  welcome  on  that  occasion. 

The  100  of  you  here  represent  almost  500,000  fine  young  farmers  who  believe 
in  a  great  profession  and  who  can  contribute  significantly  to  a  better  America. 

I  would  also  Uke  to  welcome  the  representatives  from,  as  I  understand  it, 
Wales,  Scodand,  Italy,  and  Colombia.  We  are  delighted  to  have  all  of  you  here. 

As  I  travel  around  the  country  and  see  people  from  all  walks  of  life,  and  as  I 
meet  with  many,  many  young  people  such  as  the  Future  Farmers  of  America, 
I  believe  that  the  American  people  have  great  hopes,  wonderful  expectations 
for  a  better  America  in  the  future.  And  each  and  every  one  of  you  can  contribute 
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very  significantly  to  the  kind  of  America  that  we  beUeve  our  country  represents 
and  the  future  that  we  need  for  younger  generations. 

The  farmers  of  America,  representing  some  6  percent  of  our  population,  are 
a  tremendous  force  for  a  better  America.  The  productivity  of  American  agricul- 
ture is  one  of  the  wonders  of  this  century,  but  American  agriculture  can  do 
even  better  with  the  kind  of  young  people  that  are  here  today  and  those  that 
you  represent. 

Agriculture  is  vitally  important  in  the  future  of  America.  We  have  many 
problems.  We  are  faced  with  an  oil  shortage;  we  are  faced  with  an  energy 
problem.  And  the  productivity  of  agriculture  can  help  us  immeasurably  in 
trying  to  resolve  some  of  these  international  differences  that  we  have.  Agricul- 
ture and  what  is  produced  by  the  farmers  of  America  can  be  extremely  im- 
portant as  we  try  to  work  out  some  of  these  delicate  relationships  in  the  many 
commodities  of  the  world. 

I  happen  to  believe  that  young  people  such  as  yourselves  are  the  real  hope 
for  the  America  that  we  want  now  and  in  the  future.  You  have  done  a  great 
job  in  being  elected  State  presidents  or  State  officers,  and  you  are  here  to  learn 
how  our  Government  works  so  that  you  can  go  back  and  instruct  your  associates 
in  your  respective  States  that  our  Government  is  a  good  Government. 

But  it  can  be  improved,  and  we  are  working  at  that.  But  we  need  understand- 
ing that  we  are  working  at  making  our  Government  the  kind  that  is  responsive 
in  agriculture,  in  industry,  in  business,  in  labor.  This  Government  can  work 
better  and  it  will  work  better,  but  we  need  understanding  in  the  process. 

And  as  you  spend  your  time  here  meeting  with  many,  many  people— people 
in  the  Government,  people  outside  of  it— become  an  expert  so  you  can  go  back 
and  talk  about  what  we  are  trying  to  do  in  the  executive  branch,  what  the 
Congress  is  seeking  to  do  in  the  legislative  branch,  and  what  the  judiciary  is 
seeking  to  do  in  its  role  as  a  part  of  the  Government. 

But  I  think  there  is  another  benefit  from  your  visit  here.  I  hope  you  will  get 
an  inspiration  to  be  a  part  of  the  Government  as  you  grow  older  and  mature. 
We  need  the  kind  of  leadership  in  government  that  each  of  you  can  give,  and 
what  you  learn  here  in  this  experience  will  be  tremendously  significant  in  how 
you  pattern  your  life  in  the  months  and  years  ahead. 

It's  not  inconceivable— in  fact,  it's  very  possible— that  at  some  time  in  the 
future  one  of  you,  as  presidents  of  your  State  organization,  can  be  President 
of  the  United  States.  And  all  that  you  have  learned  and  all  that  you  will  experi- 
ence in  the  future  can  help  prepare  you  for  that  great  opportunity. 
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So,  I  urge  you  to  absorb  everything  you  can,  and  I  urge  you  to  take  back  with 
you  this  great  experience  of  being  in  Washington,  representing  some  500,000 
other  Future  Farmers  of  America,  so  that  you  can  tell  them  about  the  National 
Capital,  the  Government,  and  the  opportunities  to  make  it  better. 

I  have  a  lot  of  faith  in  all  of  you.  And  I  have  a  great  belief  that  the  United 
States  can  continue  to  be  a  leader  in  the  world,  not  only  for  ourselves  but  for 
all  mankind. 

Thank  you  and  good  luck. 

Alpha  Trivette  [national  president,  Future  Farmers  of  America^.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  am  sure  we  all  remember  and  hold  very  fond  memories  of  the  meeting 
we  had  with  you  in  Kansas  City.  And  it's  hard  for  us  to  conceive  the  real  impact 
of  your  being  with  us  and  visiting  with  us  on  that  night  had  for  all  vocational 
education,  more  specifically,  the  FFA  and  the  industry  of  agriculture. 

And  on  that  night,  you  also  received  the  Honorary  American  Farmer  De- 
gree, and  we  want  to  welcome  you  now,  officially,  as  a  member  of  probably  the 
largest  group  of  squares  in  all  the  world. 

Now,  in  Mark  Twain's  time,  "square"  was  completely  a  different  term  than 
it  is  today.  If  you  fed  someone  well,  you  gave  him  a  square  meal.  If  you  treated 
him  right,  you  gave  him  a  square  deal.  You  stood  foursquare  if  your  debts  were 
paid,  and  you  stood  square  against  everything  that  was  wrong.  And,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, we  feel  that  this  term  "square"  fits  you  aptly  because  you  stand  square  for 
everything  that  is  right  in  America. 

We  would  like  to  present  to  you  then  this  flag  set  that  bears  all  the  flags  that 
have  flown  over  our  country  and  also  in  the  center  the  American  flag  which 
stands  next  to  the  Future  Farmers  of  America  flag,  for  we  feel  that  the  ideals 
represented  in  both  of  these  flags  are  very  similar,  and  the  ideals  that  you  stand 
for  as  President  of  our  country  bear  out  these  ideals  more  perfectly  than  anyone 
else  could. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  Let  me  express  my  very  deep  appreciation  and  gratitude  for 
your  kind  words,  and  I  will  do  my  utmost  to  justify  the  compliments  and  to 
live  up  to  the  ideals  that  you  have  expressed.  I  think  they  are  sound.  I  think  they 
are  good,  and  you  represent  them.  And  I  will  do  my  best  to  follow  in  those 
footsteps. 

I  thank  you  for  this  gift  of  the  flags  that  have  flown  over  the  United  States. 
And  I  especially  thank  you  for  the  meaning  and  significance  that  comes  with 
this  gift,  and  I  am  deeply  grateful.  Thank  you  very,  very  much. 
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I  just  said  to  Alpha,  as  you  leave  the  Rose  Garden,  if  you  would  like  to  go 
into  the  West  Wing  and  go  through  the  Cabinet  Room,  you  might  have  an 
opportunity  to  see  w^hat  the  Cabinet  Room  looks  like  and  get  some  of  the 
atmosphere  that  comes  from  that  historic  room. 

As  I  look  out  through  here,  as  I  said  earlier,  I  am  sure  that  you  have  got  some 
potential  Presidents  of  the  United  States,  and  obviously  you  have  some  potential 
candidates  for  Secretary  of  Agriculture.  [Laughter]  No,  I  think  Earl  Butz  does 
a  great  job  as  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  and  it  may  take  a  couple  of  years  for 
you  to  come  along  and  occupy  that  position. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:28  a.m.  in  the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House. 

420 

Statement  on  House  Action  Disapproving  Compromise  Plan 
To  Decontrol  Domestic  Oil  Prices.     July  22,  1975 

I  WAS  disappointed  to  learn  that  the  House  has  voted  to  disapprove  the  phased 
decontrol  plan  I  submitted  last  week.  Under  my  plan,  price  controls  on  old  oil 
would  have  been  gradually  lifted  over  a  30-month  period.  This  was  a  fair  plan 
which  would  have  achieved  significant  energy  saving  while  not  hindering 
economic  recovery. 

My  energy  plan  includes  an  appropriate  windfall  profits  tax  program  and  tax 
refunds  to  the  American  people  to  offset  higher  energy  costs. 

The  30-month  plan  would  have  resulted  in  about  300,000  barrels  per  day  less 
imports  in  1977  and  would  have  added  about  1.4  million  barrels  per  day  of 
domestic  production  by  1985.  Under  the  plan,  petroleum  prices  would  have 
risen  by  about  a  penny  per  gallon  in  1975  and  an  additional  3  cents  per  gallon 
in  1976  and  1977. 

I  remain  convinced  that  this  Nation  must  achieve  energy  independence  in 
1985  by  increasing  domestic  supply,  encouraging  conservation,  and  removing 
the  complex  regulatory  system  which  affects  every  American.  We  must  start 
towards  energy  independence  now  and  stem  our  increasing  vulnerability  before 
our  dependence  becomes  too  great. 

The  gradual  decontrol  plan  I  sent  to  the  Congress  was  an  important  step  to- 
ward these  goals.  The  Congressional  disapproval  of  this  plan  occurs  before  any 
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acceptable  energy  legislation  has  been  sent  to  my  desk.  Six  months  have  passed 
since  my  comprehensive  energy  program  w^as  deUvered  to  the  Congress. 

We  cannot  stand  still  or  move  backwards.  We  must  make  progress  or  the 
threat  to  our  economy  and  American  jobs  w^ill  continue  to  increase. 

I  v^ill  continue  to  w^ork  for  a  comprehensive  energy  program  and  urge  the 
Congress  and  the  American  people  to  w^ork  with  me  toward  that  end. 

421 

Remarks  on  Greeting  Delegates  to  the  Annual  Boys  Nation 
Convention.     July  23,  1975 

GOOD  MORNING  to  all  of  you,  and  let  me  thank  the  head  of  the  American 
Legion,  who  heads  the  organization  that  I  am  proud  to  have  been  a  member  of 
since  late  1945,  even  before  I  got  out  of  military  service  in  World  War  II,  and  let 
me  congratulate  all  of  you  who  are  here  at  Boys  Nation,  representing  some  48 
States  and  the  District  of  Columbia. 

It  is  nice  to  have  all  of  you  here,  those  from  the  Legion  and  those  that  are  here 
because  of  the  Legion.  I  would  be  very,  very  remiss  if  I  didn't  speak  up  very 
strongly  on  behalf  of  the  American  Legion. 

The  post  that  I  belonged  to  in  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  I  know  firsthand  has 
done  a  tremendous  amount  of  fine  work  in  the  community,  helping  the  less 
fortunate,  helping  in  activities  for  the  youth,  helping  in  the  community  as  a 
whole.  So,  I  am  proud  to  stand  here  as  a  member  of  the  American  Legion  and 
compliment  that  organization  for  its  long  and  fine  record. 

rd  also  like  to  congratulate  each  of  you,  who  have  been  selected  from  your 
respective  States,  I  have  had  the  opportunity,  on  a  number  of  occasions,  to  speak 
to  the  gathering  in  my  State  of  Michigan.  What  an  enthusiastic  group  of  young 
people.  That  is  the  kind  of  energetic  enthusiasm  we  need  in  politics.  That  is  the 
kind  of  enthusiasm  that  is  required  to  make  our  country  an  even  better  place 
in  which  to  live. 

You  are  down  here  and  have  been  here  to  learn  a  great  deal  about  our  Gov- 
ernment. You  will  learn  something  about  the  Congress,  the  White  House,  and 
hopefully  the  judiciary.  It  is  a  great  form  of  government,  but  it  can  only  be  great 
and  greater  if  we  get  people  like  yourselves  as  participants. 

You  can  have  an  organization  chart,  you  can  have  a  structure,  but  if  you 
don't  have  people  that  have  the  right  motives  and  the  right  kind  of  enthusiasm 
and  the  right  training,  it  won't  work.  And  all  of  you,  like  the  others  who  have 
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been  here  on  the  previous  experiences — I  think  this  is  the  30th  get-together  of 
Boys  Nation — I  am  positive  that  some  w^ho  have  gone  through  the  training  or 
the  experiences  you  have  gone  through  are  now^  dow^n  here  w^orking  w^ith  and 
being  a  part  of  this  Government.  And  you  will  be  better  prepared  because  of 
your  experiences  this  w^eek. 

What  are  some  of  the  problems  that  we  face — and  when  I  say  "we,"  I  mean 
the  Congress  and  myself.  We  face  an  energy  problem — and  I  spent  about  2  hours 
last  night  on  the  Sequoia  talking  to  the  Democratic  and  Republican  leaders  of 
the  House  and  Senate  trying  to  find  a  key  to  the  impasse  that  we  are  faced  with 
at  the  present  time. 

The  United  States  right  now  is  extremely  vulnerable  to  foreign  oil  sources, 
and  those  sources  in  1973  turned  off  the  spigot  and  we  had  an  embargo.  We  had 
waiting  lines  at  gas  stations,  we  had  to  conserve,  and  we  had  some  unemploy- 
ment that  resulted  from  the  lack  of  foreign  oil. 

Fortunately  the  problems  in  the  Middle  East  were  solved;  the  oil  embargo  was 
raised.  But  those  problems  in  the  Middle  East  are  still  very  volatile,  and  the 
differences  are  still  very  serious. 

And  although  we  are  working  literally  night  and  day  to  find  an  answer  with 
the  Arab  nations  and  the  Israelis,  it  might  not  work.  And  if  it  doesn't  and  a  war 
flares  up  there,  as  it  has  four  times  in  the  last  20-some  years,  we  could  have 
another  oil  embargo,  and  we  would  be  worse  off  now  than  we  were  in  1973. 

All  of  the  problems  we  had  then  would  be  multiplied,  not  eased.  So,  some- 
how the  Congress  and  the  President  have  to  find  an  answer  to  do  two  things: 
one,  to  stimulate  additional  domestic  production  of  oil.  The  charts  show  that  in 
the  last  2  years,  our  domestic  production  of  oil  has  gone  down,  which  means  that 
we  are  buying  more  and  more  foreign  oil,  and  that  makes  us  inevitably  more 
vulnerable  to  a  cutoff  if  it  should  occur. 

Secondly,  we  have  to  conserve.  That  means  that  all  of  you  might  have  to 
drive  a  little  bit  less.  Others  will  have  to  conserve  in  one  way  or  another — in  the 
winter,  not  turning  the  temperature  up  as  high  or,  in  the  summer,  not  turning 
it  down  as  low.  But  we  have  to  conserve  this  year  enough  so  that  we  are  buying 
less,  not  more  foreign  oil. 

And  we  have  to  find  a  total  answer  to  our  energy  problem  in  the  next  10 
years.  And  that  involves  a  tremendous  amount  of  research  and  development  in 
the  exotic  fuel  areas — solar  heat,  additional  nuclear  power,  and  a  wide  range  of 
other  things  that  don't  seem  feasible  today. 

But  our  scientists  and  technicians  tell  us  it  is  worth  the  effort  in  research  and 


1013 


[421]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  ]uly  23 

development.  We  hope  to  find  an  answer  within  the  next  few  days,  the  next 
week,  so  ^  that  the  Congress  and  the  President  can  work  together,  not  at  odds. 

What  I  am  saying  to  you  is  that  despite  poHtical  differences — and  there  are 
some — if  we  are  going  to  continue  to  be  a  great  country — and  I  am  optimistic 
that  we  will — you  have  to  find  a  way  to  disagree  without  being  disagreeable. 
You  have  to  find  a  way  to  solve  a  problem  with  no  one  losing  face  and  every- 
body doing  a  job  for  the  country.  And  the  experiences  you  are  having  right 
here  at  the  present  time — that  is  a  training  ground  for  the  time  when  all  of 
you  have  an  opportunity  at  the  local,  the  State,  or  the  Federal  level  to  come 
down  and  be  an  active  participant. 

A  long  time  ago,  back  when  the  ball  was  round,  I  played  a  little  football  for 
the  University  of  Midiigdin— [laughter'] — and  that  is  the  truth,  it  was  round, 
and  some  of  these  older  fellows  can  remember  it  here. 

But  anyhow,  you  know  in  those  days  we  had  some  other  problems.  But  by 
working  together,  the  American  people  finally  found  a  way  to  solve  most  of 
them.  And  somehow  I  and  others  my  vintage  found  an  inspiration  to  come  here 
and  to  be  a  part  of  the  Congress — House,  Senate — and  to  be  a  part  of  the  execu- 
tive branch  of  the  Government.  And  that  is  what  we  need  from  all  of  you — that 
desire,  that  stimulation  to  be  a  part  of  your  Government. 

And  I  am  absolutely  convinced  that,  as  I  look  around  here,  you  have  got  all 
the  talent,  all  the  enthusiasm.  We  are  not  going  to  solve  all  the  problems — my 
generation — but  we  are  building  slowly  to  a  better  America. 

But  you,  because  of  your  better  education,  better  opportunities,  and  all  the 
other  things  that  bless  us  in  this  country,  can  take  what  we  built  and  make  it 
the  kind  of  America  that  we  dream  about  and  hope  for.  And  that  is  the  mes- 
sage I  would  like  to  leave  with  you  from  the  Rose  Garden  and  the  White  House. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

James  M.  Wagonseller  [national  commander,  American  Legion].  Thank 
you  very  much,  Mr.  President,  for  those  very  inspiring  words  to  these  young 
people  who  are  here  with  us  this  morning. 

Mr.  President,  you  will  recall  a  day  this  past  December,  at  the  Alexandria 
railroad  depot,  when  you  launched  the  Bicentennial  American  Freedom  Train 
on  its  historic  21-month  journey  throughout  the  United  States. 

Aboard  the  Freedom  Train  is  the  American  Legion's  Freedom  Bell,  a  bell 
twice  the  size  of  the  revered  Liberty  Bell.  But  unlike  the  Liberty  Bell,  our  bell 
has  no  crack  in  it  and  is  perfectly  capable,  Mr.  President,  of  ringing  loud  and 
clear  to  remind  Americans  now  and  in  the  future  of  their  precious  liberties. 

To  that  end,  American  Legionnaires  and  their  Auxiliary  throughout  the 
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Nation  are  raising  funds  to  insure  the  permanent  enshrinement  of  the  Freedom 
Bell  in  an  appropriate  location  here  in  the  Nation's  Capital. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Freedom  Train  journey,  the  American  Legion  will 
present  this  Freedom  Bell  to  the  Nation  as  a  gift  on  behalf  of  America's  chil- 
dren, who  represent,  as  these  young  people  do,  our  future.  It  is  our  fervent  wish 
that  the  Freedom  Bell  will  become  a  permanent  and  prominent  symbol  of  the 
celebration  of  the  Nation's  200th  birthday  and  will  provide  an  inspiration  for 
future  generations  of  Americans. 

On  behalf  of  American  Legionnaires  and  their  Auxiliary  members  every- 
where, Mr.  President,  it  is  my  great  pleasure  to  present  you  with  this  replica 
of  our  Freedom  Bell. 

The  President.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Commander,  and  I  am  deeply 
appreciative  and  most  grateful  for  the  Legion  Freedom  Bell.  And  I  can  assure 
you  it  will  be  prominently  displayed  in  the  Oval  Office  and  in  my  private  office. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Commander  Wagonseller.  Mr.  President,  I  have  a  few  introductions  I  would 
like  to  make  to  you,  sir,  and  since  you  brought  up  the  subject  of  football,  I  might 
tell  these  young  people  here  this  morning  that  the  President  and  I  find  ourselves 
in  violent  disagreement  every  November  on  the  outcome  of  the  Ohio  State- 
Michigan  football  game. 

Mr.  President,  there  are  two  young  people  here  from  your  home  State  that  I 
would  Hke  to  introduce.  First  of  all,  Mr.  Jonathan  E.  Brand  of  Huntington 
Woods,  Michigan,  and  Jonathan  Davis  Mays  of  Charlevoix,  Michigan. 

Mr.  President,  as  you  well  know,  in  every  election  there  are  winners  and 
losers.  And  this  morning  I  would  like  to  present  to  you  two  young  gentlemen 
that  ran  for  president  and  vice  president  of  Boys  Nation  and  were  defeated 
very  narrowly.  First  is  James  H.  Sugarman  of  Marblehead,  Massachusetts,  and 
Daniel  T.  Henley  of  Bolair,  Wisconsin. 

The  gentleman  that  won  the  election — and  they  would  like  to  make  a  pres- 
entation to  you,  Mr.  President — the  president  of  Boys  Nation,  Joe  Davis,  whom 
you  met,  and  Vice  President  John  E.  Frank. 

Mr.  Davis.  On  behalf  of  myself.  President  of  Boys  Nation  Joe  Davis,  and 
Vice  President  John  Frank  of  Idaho  and  the  staff  of  Boys  Nation  and  Boys 
Nation  itself,  Mr.  President,  we  present  you  with  an  official  Boys  Nation 
T-shirt. 

The  President.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Mr.  Davis.  My  vice  president,  Mr.  John  Frank  of  Idaho,  will  come  and  pre- 
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sent  you  with  another  gift,  and  then  we  have  a  special  song  for  you,  Mr. 
President. 

Mr.  Frank.  Mr.  President,  on  behalf  of  the  American  Legion,  for  taking  time 
to  come  see  Boys  Nation,  I  would  like  to  present  you  with  a  Boys  Nation  pin  for 
participating  in  our  program. 

The  President.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Let  me  thank  you  again  for  the  thoughtfulness,  for  the  gifts,  and  I  will  prob- 
ably wear  the  shirt  and  also  the  pin,  but  I  am  not  going  to  be  under  any  illu- 
sions. I  am  not  as  young  as  all  of  you  who  would  also  wear  it,  but  I  thank  you 
very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:05  a.m.  in  the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  The  American  Legion 
sponsored  the  annual  Boys  Nation  convention. 
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Letter  to  the  Senate  Minority  Leader  Urging  Extension 
of  the  Voting  Rights  Act  of  1965.     July  23,  1915 

[Dated  July  18, 1975.    Released  July  23, 1975] 

Dear  Hugh: 

As  I  said  to  you  during  our  discussion  yesterday,  it  is  most  important  that 
Congress  extend  the  temporary  provisions  of  the  Voting  Rights  Act  before  the 
August  recess. 

These  provisions  expire  August  6,  1975,  and  they  must  not  be  allow^ed  to 
lapse. 

My  first  priority  is  to  extend  the  Voting  Rights  Act.  With  time  so  short,  it 
may  be  best  as  a  practical  matter  to  extend  the  Voting  Rights  Act  as  it  is  for  five 
more  years;  or,  as  an  alternative,  the  Senate  might  accept  the  House  bill  (H.R. 
6219),  v^hich  includes  the  important  step  of  extending  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  to  Spanish-speaking  citizens  and  others.  To  make  certain  that  the  Voting 
Rights  Act  is  continued,  I  can  support  either  approach. 

How^ever,  the  issue  of  broadening  the  Act  further  has  arisen;  and  it  is  my 
view^  that  it  v^ould  now^  be  appropriate  to  expand  the  protection  of  the  Act  to  all 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

I  strongly  believe  that  the  right  to  vote  is  the  foundation  of  freedom,  and  that 
this  right  must  be  protected. 

That  is  v^hy,  when  this  issue  was  first  being  considered  in  1965, 1  co-sponsored 
with  Representative  William  McCulloch  of  Ohio  a  voting  rights  bill  which 
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would  have  effectively  guaranteed  voting  rights  to  eligible  citizens  throughout 
the  whole  country. 

After  it  became  clear  at  that  time  that  the  McCulloch-Ford  bill  would  not 
pass,  I  voted  for  the  most  practical  alternative,  the  Voting  Rights  Act  of  1965.  In 
1970, 1  supported  extending  the  Act. 

Last  January,  when  this  issue  first  came  before  me  as  President,  I  proposed 
that  Congress  again  extend  for  five  years  the  temporary  provisions  of  the  Voting 
Rights  Act  of  1965. 

The  House  of  Representatives,  in  H.R.  6219,  has  broadened  this  important 
law  in  this  way:  (1)  The  House  bill  would  extend  the  temporary  provisions  of 
the  Act  for  ten  years,  instead  of  five;  and  (2)  the  House  bill  would  extend  the 
temporary  provisions  of  the  Act  so  as  to  include  discrimination  against  language 
minorities,  thereby  extending  application  of  the  Act  from  the  present  seven 
States  to  eight  additional  States,  in  whole  or  in  part. 

In  light  of  the  House  extension  of  the  Voting  Rights  Act  for  ten  years  and  to 
eight  more  States,  I  believe  this  is  the  appropriate  time  and  opportunity  to  ex- 
tend the  Voting  Rights  Act  nationwide. 

This  is  one  nation,  and  this  is  a  case  where  what  is  right  for  fifteen  States  is 
right  for  fifty  States. 

Numerous  civil  rights  leaders  have  pointed  out  that  substantial  numbers  of 
Black  citizens  have  been  denied  the  right  to  vote  in  many  of  our  large  cities  in 
areas  other  than  the  seven  Southern  states  where  the  present  temporary  provi- 
sions apply.  Discrimination  in  voting  in  any  part  of  this  nation  is  equally  un- 
desirable. 

As  I  said  in  1965,  when  I  introduced  legislation  on  this  subject,  a  responsible, 
comprehensive  voting  rights  bill  should  "correct  voting  discrimination  wherever 
it  occurs  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  great  land." 

I  urge  the  Senate  to  move  promptly — first,  to  assure  that  the  temporary  provi- 
sions of  the  Voting  Rights  Act  do  not  lapse.  As  amendments  are  taken  up,  I  urge 
you  to  make  the  Voting  Rights  Act  applicable  nationwide.  Should  the  Senate 
extend  the  Act  to  American  voters  in  all  50  states,  I  am  confident  the  House  of 
Representatives  would  concur. 

I  shall  be  grateful  if  you  will  convey  to  the  members  of  the  Senate  my  views 
on  this  important  matter. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

[The  Honorable  Hugh  Scott,  United  States  Senate,  Washington,  D.C.  20510] 


1017 


[422]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  July  23 

note:  The  President  sent  similar  letters  on  July  21,       and  Senator  Roman  L.  Hruska,  ranking  Republican 
1975,   to  Senate  Majority  Leader  Mike  Mansfield,       member  of  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee. 
Assistant  Senate  Minority  Leader  Robert  P.  Griffin, 
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Remarks  to  Congressional  Summer  Interns. 
July  23,  1973 

IT  IS  nice  to  see  so  many  fine  young  people;  I  feel  really  at  home,  not  because 
I  happen  to  be  living  here  now — [laughter] — but  I  feel  at  home  because  for 
better  than  15  years  of  my  25-plus  years  service  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
I  had  a  close  and  very  warm  relationship  with  interns,  not  only  in  my  office  but 
interns  that  served  the  Members  of  the  House  as  well  as  the  Senate. 

I  enjoyed  that  relationship;  I  benefited  from  it.  And  I  know  this  group  is  just 
as  qualified,  just  as  dedicated,  just  as  interested  as  those  that  I  knew  in  the  past, 
and  I  congratulate  you  for  being  here. 

Let  me  just  tell  you  a  little  of  the  history  of  the  intern  program.  Well,  you 
know  you  have  700  or  800  here.  I  can  remember  the  days  when  if  there  was  one 
intern  in  an  office,  there  was  apprehension  and  eyebrows  were  lifted.  They 
wondered,  wasn't  this  effort,  wasn't  this  program  going  to  destroy  the  Congress 
and  all  that  went  with  it  ?  [Laughter] 

I  can  go  back  and  show  you  records  where  my  office  was  one  of  the  first,  if 
not  the  first  that  worked  on  the  program  and  helped  to  expand  it.  And  I  am 
darn  proud  that  we  now  have  800  or  900  young  people  every  year  who  come 
down  here  and  make  a  substantial  contribution  to  the  legislative  process  and  go 
back  to  your  respective  colleges,  your  communities,  and  explain  to  the  American 
people  that  the  Government  does  work,  can  work,  and  will  be  helpful  in  solving 
some  of  the  problems  that  we  have. 

Now,  I  know  it  is  awfully  hot  in  here,  but  it  is  a  little  cooler  than  if  we  had 
had  it  out  on  the  lawn.  Let  me  assure  you  that  this  Administration  and  I,  par- 
ticularly, welcome  all  of  you  here,  and  I  am  deUghted  with  the  atmosphere 
that  I  have  found  in  going  from  one  university  or  college  to  another  over  the 
last  year. 

The  warmth  of  the  reception,  I  assure  you,  was  not  always  agreeing,  but  at 
least  I  approached  those  from  the  student  bodies  of  Notre  Dame,  Tulane,  et 
cetera,  with  the  open  mind,  and  they  did,  as  far  as  I  was  concerned.  And  the 
net  result  was  we  had  a  dialog,  and  this  is  what  we  need  and  this  is  how  we 
can  work  together  in  the  solution  of  some  of  the  problems  that  have  to  be  solved. 
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So,  as  you  work  with  your  committees  or  you  work  with  the  Member  of  the 
House  or  Senate  or  you  work  with  those  that  you  are  involved  with,  I  can  assure 
you,  whether  they  are  Democrats  or  RepubHcans,  they  want  your  views.  And 
I  hope  and  trust  they  just  don't  put  you  in  the  job  of  Ucking  stamps.  [Laughter'] 

I  used  to  have  some  staff  members  who  would  look  at  these  interns  that  would 
come  into  the  office  and  they  would  be  suspicious  of  them.  And  finally,  we  got 
my  staff  people  to  understand  that  the  young  people  who  came  down  here 
really  were  interested  in  making  the  Government  work  and  finding  out  so  they 
could  go  back  and  do  a  better  job  at  home. 

I  think  throughout  the  Congress  and  elsewhere  in  Washington,  we  have  been 
able  to  establish  a  new  attitude  and  a  new  view.  So,  I  think  most  of  you — and 
I  hope  all  of  you — ^have  an  opportunity  to  make  a  contribution. 

Now,  let  me  just  talk  a  Uttle  bit  about  how  you  can  help  us.  I  don't  mean 
me  personally,  but  I  mean  us  as  a  country.  We  do  have  some  problems,  and 
we  have  some  differences  in  this  Government.  We  have  differences  politically. 
We  have  differences,  maybe,  philosophically.  We  have  differences  between  the 
executive  and  legislative  branches.  But  that  does  not  mean  that  we  can't  solve 
some  of  these  problems  or  make  some  headway  in  those  solutions. 

I  spent  a  couple  of  hours  last  night  with  some  of  my  good  friends  on  both 
sides  of  the  political  aisle  and  both  sides  of  Capitol  Hill,  trying  to  find  how  we 
could  take  some  views  I  have  and  how  we  can  take  some  views  they  have  to 
try  and  get  an  energy  program. 

Doesn't  it  frustrate  you  up  there  to  see  that  there  is  not  any  real  meaningful 
progress  in  trying  to  conserve  on  the  one  hand  and  stimulate  production  on 
the  other?  I  think  it  ought  to  frustrate  you,  as  it  does  me,  that  we  can't  move 
ahead  with  greater  alacrity  and  more 

Intern.  Stop  vetoing. 

The  President.  You  know,  I  am  very  glad— I  think  a  young  lady  raised  that 
question.  And  let  me  tell  you,  a  veto  is  a  constructive  method  for  a  President 
under  the  Constitution  to  get  good  results.  Let  me  tell  you  why.  Our  Founding 
Fathers  decided  that  a  system  of  checks  and  balances  had  a  lot  of  merit,  and 
that  is  why  they  provided  under  the  Constitution,  we  would  have  a  judicial 
branch,  an  executive  branch,  and  a  legislative  branch. 

They  did  not  want  any  branch  or  any  segment  of  our  society  running  the 
whole  country  freehanded,  and  so  they  provided  in  this  deUcately  balanced 
Constitution  that  we  have  the  right  of  the  Congress  to  pass  legislation  and  they 
also  gave  in  that  Constitution  the  authority  of  the  President  to  veto  legislation 
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to  give  the  Congress  time  to  reassess,  to  see  whether  they  did  the  job  right  or 
wrong. 

If  you  take  a  look  at  the  veto  record  this  year,  in  each  case  where  there  has 
been  a  veto,  the  Congress  has  had  an  opportunity  to  reconsider  and  to  see  if 
there  was  not  some  way  that  they  could  end  up  writing  better  legislation,  and 
they  did. 

And  the  net  result  is  that  no  part  of  the  Government  has  a  totally  free  hand 
to  decide  exactly  what  ought  to  be  done.  At  least  it  requires  more  than  two- 
thirds  for  a  branch  of  the  Government  to  make  a  single  decision. 

This  is  one  of  those  very  important  ingredients  that  our  forefathers  were 
smart  enough  to  include  in  the  Constitution,  that  they  wanted  checks  and 
balances  so  that  no  person,  no  segment  of  our  society,  no  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment could  run  the  Government  without  any  control  from  the  minority. 

I  think  this  is  something  we  have  to  protect.  One  year  I  may,  or  a  President 
may  want  something  done,  and  the  Congress  will  check  him.  On  the  other 
hand,  you  will  find  that  on  other  occasions,  the  Congress  may  want  to  do 
something  that  is  not  necessarily  the  right  thing,  and  the  Constitution  gives  the 
President  the  right  to  have  a  slowdown  until  there  has  been  adequate  recon- 
sideration. 

So,  when  you  get  right  down  to  it,  a  veto  is  a  constructive  effort  on  the  part 
of  a  President,  and  legislative  action  with  more  than  two-thirds  can  be  a  way 
in  which  the  Congress  can  exercise  its  authority  to  prevent  a  President  from 
doing  something  that  is  not  right  either.  So,  you  know  this  balance  really  has 
proven  over  almost  200  years  to  be  a  darn  good  tool  for  the  benefit  of  all  of  us. 

I  do  want  to  thank  you  for  coming  here.  I  do  appreciate  what  you  have  con- 
tributed during  this  summer  that  you  have  been  here  and  the  time  that  you  will 
be  here  in  the  future. 

I  used  to  have  the  privilege  of  talking  to  the  interns  in  the  House  Chamber 
when  I  was  minority  leader,  and  the  Speaker  and  I  used  to  participate  in  that 
experience.  I  hope  that  the  Speaker  and  the  minority  leader  will  do  the  same 
this  year,  if  they  have  not  already  done  it.  They  can  give  you  an  insight  that 
is  important,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  Vice  President  and  the  majority  and  minor- 
ity leaders  in  the  Senate  will  do  the  same. 

I  happen  to  think — whether  I  agree  with  everything  the  Congress  does — that 

the  Congress  is  a  good  institution.  And  I  happen  to  believe  that  a  President  tries 

to  do  what  is  right  and  that  the  batting  average  of  a  President  is  pretty  good,  too. 

But  the  main  thing  we  have  to  achieve  in  this  country  is  an  understanding 

that  working  together — and  I  think  despite  what  you  read  and  what  you  hear, 
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we  are  working  together — and  where  we  disagree,  as  Sam  Rayburn  used  to  say, 
"We  disagree  without  being  disagreeable,"  and  that  is  a  pretty  good  criteria 
for  all  of  us  as  we  try  to,  in  the  best  way  we  can,  seek  some  answers  to  these 
nagging  problems  that  we  have,  whether  they  are  at  home  or  abroad. 

Good  luck,  God  bless  you,  and  don't  forget  this:  that  we  are  trying  to  build 
a  better  America,  so  when  you  come  down  here  and  run  this  Government, 
whether  in  the  Congress  or  in  the  Supreme  Court  or  in  the  White  House,  you 
will  do  a  better  job  than  we  have  done,  and  I  think  you  will. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:50  p.m.  in  the  East  college  students  who  were  participating  in  the  pro- 
Room  at  the  White  House  to  approximately  800       gram  sponsored  by  the  Senate  and  House  leadership. 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  First  Annual  Report 
of  the  Federal  Council  on  the  Aging.     July  24,  1975 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  transmitting  herewith  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Federal  Council  on 
Aging,  together  with  my  comments  and  recommendations. 

The  Federal  Council  on  the  Aging  was  established  by  the  1973  amendments 
to  the  Older  Americans  Act  of  1965  to  advise  and  assist  the  President  on  matters 
relating  to  the  special  needs  of  older  Americans,  and  for  other  purposes  speci- 
fied in  the  enabling  legislation.  Members  of  the  Federal  Council  on  the  Aging 
were  confirmed  by  the  Senate  on  June  5, 1974. 

As  the  annual  report  indicates,  the  Federal  Council  on  the  Aging  has  under- 
taken a  number  of  advocacy  activities  pursuant  to  its  legislated  mandate.  The 
report,  as  submitted  to  me  by  the  Secretary  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare 
for  transmittal,  does  not  include  supporting  data  or  analysis  which  would 
provide  the  basis  for  a  detailed  review  of  policy  positions  and  recommendations. 

Since  the  Council  was  only  recently  formed,  the  Administration,  on  behalf 
of  the  Federal  Council  on  the  Aging,  has  requested  that  the  Congress  authorize 
an  extension  until  January  1,  1976,  of  the  date  for  submission  to  the  Congress 
of  the  two  legislatively  mandated  studies. 

One  study  calls  for  a  review  of  the  interrelationships  of  all  benefit  programs- 
Federal,  State,  local— serving  the  elderly.  Such  information  could  be  useful 
to  the  Executive  Branch  and  the  Congress  to  identify  duplicative  and  overlap- 
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ping  programs  and  to  propose  the  necessary  reforms  so  that  our  resources 
may  be  more  effectively  appHed  to  help  those  most  in  need. 

A  second  study,  dealing  with  the  combined  impact  of  all  taxes  on  the  elderly, 
could  also  be  helpful  in  determining  the  burdens  and  benefits  of  government 
actions  as  they  affect  the  Nation's  elderly. 

I  look  forward  to  the  study  reports  to  help  us  provide  an  effective  and  eco- 
nomical delivery  of  services  to  our  elderly  citizens. 

The  Council  specifically  recommends  "legislative  action  to  develop  high 
standards  of  safety  and  care  in  nursing  homes."  The  Department  of  Health, 
Education,  and  Welfare  has  set  high  standards  of  nursing  home  care  and  safety 
that  must  be  met  by  nursing  homes  participating  in  the  Medicare  and  Medicaid 
programs.  The  enforcement  of  these  standards  is  one  of  my  Administration's 
highest  priorities.  Federal  funds  pay  100  percent  of  the  costs  of  inspection  to 
monitor  compliance  v/ith  these  standards.  The  Federal  Government  pays  its 
share  of  the  costs  of  meeting  nursing  home  standards  through  health  care  fi- 
nancing programs,  primarily  Medicare  and  Medicaid.  Financial  assistance  is 
also  made  available  by  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  to 
assist  nursing  homes  in  meeting  selected  fire  safety  standards. 

The  Council  also  expressed  its  concern  about  the  level  of  funding  for  programs 
to  assist  the  elderly.  I  sympathize  with  this  concern,  but  I  am  determined  to  re- 
duce the  burden  of  inflation  on  our  older  citizens,  and  that  effort  demands  that 
government  spending  be  limited.  Inflation  is  one  of  the  crudest  and  most  per- 
vasive problems  facing  older  Americans,  so  many  of  whom  live  on  fixed  in- 
comes. A  reduction  of  inflation,  therefore,  is  in  the  best  interests  of  all  Americans 
and  would  be  of  particular  benefit  to  the  aging. 

The  perspective  and  recommendations  of  this  report  are  limited  to  a  particular 
area  of  interest  and  advocacy. 

The  report  does  not  reflect  the  Administration's  policies,  which  must  reflect 
a  broader  range  of  responsibilities  and  priorities. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

July  24,  1975. 

note:  The  13 -page  report  is  entitled  "Report  to  the  President — Federal  Council  on  the  Aging." 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Annual  Reports  of 
Six  River  Basin  Commissions.     July  24,  1975 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  transmitting  herewith  the  annual  reports  of  the  six  river  basin  commis- 
sions, as  required  under  section  204(2)  of  the  Water  Resources  Planning  Act  of 
1965. 

The  act  states  that  commissions  comprised  of  State  and  Federal  members  may 
be  established  at  the  request  of  the  Governors  of  the  States  v^ithin  the  proposed 
commission  area.  Each  commission  is  responsible  for  planning  the  best  use  of 
w^ater  and  related  land  resources  in  its  area  and  for  recommending  priorities  for 
implementation  of  such  planning.  The  commissions,  through  efforts  to  increase 
public  participation  in  the  decisionmaking  process,  can  and  do  provide  a  forum 
for  all  people  v^ithin  the  commission  area  to  voice  their  ideas,  concerns  and 
suggestions. 

The  commissions  submitting  reports  are  New^  England,  Great  Lakes,  Pacific 
Northw^est,  Ohio,  Missouri,  and  Upper  Mississippi.  The  territory  these  six  com- 
missions cover  includes  part  or  all  of  32  States. 

The  enclosed  annual  reports  indicate  the  activities  and  accomplishments  of 
the  commissions  during  fiscal  year  1974.  A  brief  description  of  current  and  po- 
tential problems,  studies,  and  approaches  to  solutions  is  included  in  the  reports. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
July  24,  1975. 

note:  The  six  reports  are  entitled:  "Ohio    River    Basin    Commission:    1974    Annual 

"New  England  River  Basins  Commission:    1974  Report." 

Annual  Report."  "Missouri  River  Basin  Commission:  Annual  Re- 

"Great   Lakes   Basin   Commission:    1974   Annual  port — 1974." 

Report."  "Upper  Mississippi  River  Basin  Commission,  an- 

"Pacific  Northwest  River  Basins  Commission:  An-  nual  report." 
nual  Report — Fiscal  Year  74." 
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Remarks  on  Greeting  the  Captain  of  the  SS  Mayaguez 
and  Crewmembers  of  the  U.S.S.  Greenville. 
July  24,  1975 

IT  IS  great  to  have  you  here,  and  let  me  thank  you  very  much.  You  all  were 
just  tremendous. 

Believe  me,  it  is  of  great  significance  not  only  to  the  American  people  but  I 
think  its  significance  goes  well  beyond  that  to  the  world  as  a  whole.  I  want  to 
congratulate  you.  Captain  Miller,  and  through  you  my  congratulations  to  the 
crew  who  were  so  strong  and  so  resourceful. 

The  American  people  are  proud  of  every  one  of  you.  You  did  a  wonderful 
job  in  a  very  difficult  situation,  and  we  were  sort  of  watching  it  as  best  we  could 
from  afar.  I  want  you  to  know  I  am  proud  of  you  and  the  American  people  are 
proud  of  you. 

Captain  Charles  T.  Miller.  I  thank  you,  sir. 

The  President.  I  should  mention  this  group  of  young  people  over  here  vol- 
unteered, as  I  understand  it,  to  go  from  the  SS  Greenville  and  to  join  the  board- 
ing party  that  went  aboard  the  Mayaguez  at  the  time  that  the  military  went  in 
and  took  possession. 

So,  these  fine  seamen,  when  they  went  aboard,  took  charge  of  the  ship  and 
got  it  underway.  We  are  equally  proud  of  you  for  the  fine  job  you  did.  But  the 
fact  that  you  volunteered — this  is  in  the  best  spirit,  I  think,  of  America.  Thank 
you  very  much. 

I  am  just  trying  to  decide  where  to  put  this  wheel.  I  think  we  will  have  it  avail- 
able here,  at  least  we  are  going  to  keep  it  right  in  the  Oval  Office  for  a  few  days 
and  maybe  longer,  because  it,  to  me,  was  a  very  significant  incident  that  has  had 
very  broad  and,  I  think,  tremendous  impact  not  only  on  our  people  but  people 
around  the  world. 

You  look  pretty  healthy.  How  badly  did  they  treat  you  ? 

Captain  Miller.  They  didn't  treat  us  badly.  They  treated  us  fairly  well.  We 
didn't  get  much  sleep. 

The  President.  Did  they  do  anything  to  the  ship  when  they  made  you  get  off 
of  it? 

Captain  Miller.  Some  of  the  rooms  were  locked,  and  they  kept  them  all  in 
rooms  on  the  ship.  They  locked  the  seamen  in  their  quarters.  They  felt  we  had 
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surveillance  here  as  a  spy  ship.  I  convinced  them  that  I  w^ouldn't  go  along  w^ith 
that,  that  v^e  v^ere  just  a  commercial  operation.  We  had  no  v^arfare  or  combat 
materiel — rifles,  ammunition,  and  bombs.  We  had  no  electronic  surveillance 
equipment  aboard. 

The  President.  Those  American  planes  looked  pretty  good  to  you  ? 

Captain  Miller.  Those  American  planes  looked  like  angels  coming  out  of 
the  sky. 

The  President.  I  bet  it  w^as  good  to  see  these  fellows  w^hen  you  sav^  them  on 
board. 

Captain  Miller.  Yes,  sir.  I  boarded  the  ship  at  12:05,  and  I  v^alked  up  to  the 
bridge  and  all  the  men  v^ere  up  there.  And  they  were  telling  me  what  happened 
as  we  got  underway,  or  under  tow — the  destroyer  escort  towed  us. 

The  President.  What  does  the  ship's  log  say  ?  I  used  to  be  the  assistant  navi- 
gator on  a  carrier  out  there  in  the  Pacific,  and  part  of  my  job,  along  with  the 
quartermaster,  was  to  keep  the  ship's  log.  Was  there  a  vacant  space  in  there 
from  the  time  you  were  boarded  until  you  all  got  on  board  ? 

Seaman.  Right,  one  space. 

The  President.  It  would  be  nice  to  have  a  copy  of  the  ship's  log  the  day 
that  it  all  happened  and  a  copy  of  the  ship's  log  the  day  that  you  all  boarded 
it  and  you  all  got  back  home. 

Captain  Miller.  We  can  give  you  a  copy  of  the  log,  Mr.  President.  We  can 
also  give  you  a  copy  of  our  charts  and  all  the  navigation  reports  that  we  had 
on  it. 

The  President.  That  would  be  very  interesting. 

What  kind  of  a  ship  is  the  SS  Greenville? 

Seaman.  It  is  a  victory  ship,  21  years  old. 

The  President.  It  is  a  Government-owned  one  ? 

Seaman.  Yes,  sir,  U.S.S.  Greenville  CAK  237. 

The  President.  You  all  are  part  of  the  civil  service  crew  that  operates  it. 
Where  did  they  find  you  all  ? 

Seaman.  We  were  part  of  the  refugee  operations  in  Saigon  and  Cam  Ranh 
and  Danang.  We  were  on  standby. 

The  President.  In  the  Philippines?  They  picked  you  up  by  helicopter? 

Seaman.  Yes,  in  Manila  Bay. 

Reporter.  Was  a  report  on  the  Mayaguez  turned  in  to  the  White  House? 
Is  a  report  on  the  operation  to  be  made  public  ? 
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The  President.  I  don't  think  it  will  be  made  public,  but  there  is  a  book  being 
written  ^  that  I  gather  will  be  very  complete. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   12:40  p.m.  in  the       presented    him    with    the    wheel    from    the    SS 
Oval  Office  at  the  White  House  where  Captain  Miller       Mayaguez. 


427 

Statement  on  House  Action  Refusing  To  Modify  the  Embargo  on 
United  States  Military  Assistance  to  Turkey.     ]uly  24,  1975 

I  AM  deeply  disappointed  by  the  refusal  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
partially  lift  the  embargo  on  the  shipment  of  arms  to  Turkey.  It  is  my  strong 
conviction  that  this  negative  vote  can  only  do  the  most  serious  and  irreparable 
damage  to  the  vital  national  security  interests  of  the  United  States,  including 
our  normally  excellent  relations  with  the  Government  of  Turkey,  U.S.  security 
interests  in  the  Atlantic  Alliance  and  the  Eastern  Mediterranean,  and  U.S. 
efforts  to  assist  the  governments  of  Greece,  Turkey,  and  Cyprus  to  reach  a  just 
and  equitable  Cyprus  settlement.  It  will  also  seriously  affect  important  interests 
elsewhere. 

I  and  members  of  my  Administration  worked  hard  to  persuade  Members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  that  vital,  national  defense  interests  are  at  stake 
in  this  issue.  I  am  very  proud  of  those  206  Members  of  Congress  of  both  parties, 
as  well  as  the  Members  of  the  Senate  who  supported  a  similar  measure,  for 
casting  their  votes  in  the  national  interest.  I  deeply  appreciate  the  efforts  of  the 
bipartisan  leadership  of  the  Congress  and  the  members  of  the  House  and  Senate 
Committees  on  International  Relations  and  Foreign  Affairs  who  supported  the 
legislation.  I  will  continue  to  make  every  effort  to  assist  in  achieving  an  equita- 
ble settlement  of  the  Cyprus  dispute.  I  will  work  to  reassure  our  allies,  Turkey 
and  Greece,  of  our  continuing  desire  to  maintain  strong  and  effective  relation- 
ships with  them  despite  this  setback.  I  hope  the  House  of  Representatives  will 
reconsider  its  failure  to  act  affirmatively. 


"The  Four  Days  of  the  Mayaguez''  by  Roy  Rowan. 
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428 

Telephone  Conversation  With  the  Astronauts  of  the 
Apollo-Soy u2  Test  Project  Following  Recovery  of 
Their  Spacecraft.     July  24,  1975 

TOM  and  Deke  and  Vance,  welcome  home.  On  behalf  of  your  fellow  Ameri- 
cans— about  214  million  of  them — congratulations  and  thanks  for  a  very  suc- 
cessful and  extremely  productive  flight  in  space.  We  are  delighted  to  have  you 
back  safely,  and  we  are  very,  very  proud  of  the  great  job  that  you  did. 

Your  safe  return  marks  the  close  of  the  Apollo  program.  And  you  and  all  of 
the  rest  who  have  been  participants  should  be  extremely  proud  of  its  success, 
from  the  beginning  to  the  present.  And  as  you  know  better  than  all  of  us,  your 
particular  flight  also  adds  a  new  dimension,  that  of  international  cooperation, 
and  that  is  extremely  vital  now  and  in  the  days  ahead. 

And  I  understand  from  the  technicians  that  your  new  docking  system  offers 
a  foundation  on  which  to  build  future  cooperative  efforts  and  in  the  next  decade 
could  be  a  very  valuable  tool  for  space  rescues. 

I  know,  of  course,  that  all  three  of  you  are  darn  glad  to  get  home,  or  almost 
home,  and  that  your  wives — Faye,  Marge,  and  Joan — are  probably  listening  to 
this  conversation — at  least  I  hope  so,  because  I  want  them  to  know  we  are  all 
proud  of  their  husbands  who  have  done  a  superb  job  on  behalf  of  our  country. 

Tom,  if  I  might  add  a  lighter  note,  I  understand  that  as  soon  as  you  get 
checked  out,  you  are  going  to  spend  a  Httle  time  in  the  next  few  days  helping 
Vance  with  his  Russian. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  P.  Stafford.  Maybe  it  was  an  Oklahoma  accent,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. Vance  was  superb  at  his  Russian. 

The  President.  Well,  Tom,  since  this  was  your  fourth  mission,  I  understand 
you  have  spent  more  than  500  hours  in  space.  Would  you  tell  us  how  this 
mission  compares  with  your  previous  one  ? 

General  Stafford.  Mr.  President,  it  was  completely  different  in  one  phase, 
as  far  as  the  international  part  of  it.  The  other  parts  were  somewhat  similar, 
but  it  was  just  so  meaningful  to  us  to  have  this  opportunity  to  work  in  both 
the  diplomatic  and  the  management  areas,  besides  flying  the  spacecraft— from 
all  three  of  us. 

Deke? 

Donald  K.  Slayton.  Yes,  sir,  Mr.  President,  I  think  it  was  a  great  honor  to  be 
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able  to  fly  this  flight,  and  I  am  surprised  it  came  off  as  well  as  it  did.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  doing  more. 

The  President.  I  hope  it  was  not  so  routine  that  it  was  dull. 

Mr.  Slayton.  It  wasn't  dull  at  all.  It  was  beautiful.  And  we  had  a  lot  of  work 
to  do,  and  I  think  we  enjoyed  it  a  lot. 

The  President.  Well,  Deke,  one  of  your  colleagues  that  I  talked  with  told 
me  that  you  are  aging  a  bit  to  be  an  astronaut.  How  does  it  feel  for  an  old- 
timer  to  be  in  space  ? 

Mr.  Slayton.  Well,  it  feels  great,  sir.  I  can't  really  explain  it.  I  hope  we  can 
show  you  a  few  pictures  when  we  have  an  opportunity,  and  that  might  help  to 
make  you  appreciate  it  as  much  as  we  did.  But  I  think  the  only  way  you  are 
really  going  to  appreciate  it  is  to  get  up  there.  And  I  hope  some  day  we  can 
take  you  up  there  in  the  old  space  shuttle. 

The  President.  I  saw  you  moving  around  there  a  few  times.  You  looked  as 
agile  as  those  younger  fellows  that  you  were  helping  out. 

Let  me  say  that  the  word  that  I  would  Uke  to  pass  on  to  Deke  is  that  your 
brother  and  his  wife,  who  had  an  unfortunate  accident  just  a  day  or  two  before 
you  took  off,  I  understand  have  come  along  well,  and  we  certainly  wish  them  all 
a  very  rapid  recovery  following  that  accident. 

Mr.  Slayton.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  President.  I  certainly  appreciate 
your  concern. 

The  President.  Vance,  would  you  mind  making  a  comment  or  two?  You 
brought  the  Apollo  in.  What  was  your  biggest  challenge  in  the  encounter  on  this 
particular  mission  ? 

Vance  Brand.  I  think  probably  the  last  2  days,  where  I  had  the  most  to  do. 
The  entry  itself  was  probably  the  biggest  challenge,  Mr.  President,  and  I  thought 
it  was  really  interesting.  That  fireball  was  really  beautiful,  and  it  was  really 
pretty  neat  skimming  over  the  Earth  at  25,000  miles  an  hour. 

The  President.  To  all  three  of  you,  how  will  it  feel  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
sleep  in  a  regular  sack  for  a  change  ? 

General  Stafford.  Fantastic,  Mr.  President,  fantastic. 

Say,  the  two  cosmonauts  said  they  certainly  appreciated  the  call  from  you 
while  they  were  up  there,  and  they  were  remembering  when  they  were  with 
you  down  there  at  the  picnic. 

The  President.  Well,  I  am  sure  you  were  as  glad  as  we  were  that  their  re- 
covery went  without  any  incident,  without  any  problem,  and  I  am  sure  that  they 
feel  the  same  way  about  the  successful  landing  of  all  of  you. 

I  know  you  have  got  a  lot  of  important  business  to  do,  so  let  me  just  say  your 
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achievements — that  of  all  three  of  you,  with  the  two  cosmonauts — your  achieve- 
ments are  historic.  It  is  a  part  of  our  history,  which  was  written  by  the  recovery 
forces  that  have  been  ready  at  any  time  in  each  case  of  reentry. 

Before  I  do  hang  up,  I  would  like  to  extend  my  congratulations  for  a  very 
outstanding  performance  to  Captain  Neiger,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  U.S.S. 
Neu/  Orleans,  and  to  his  ship's  company.  They,  of  course,  were  standing  by 
and  did  a  first-class  job  and  have  achieved  an  outstanding  record. 

The  crew,  as  you  know  better  than  I,  picked  up  the  Apollo  14  crew  in  Feb- 
ruary of  1971  and  was  responsible  for  the  safe  recovery  of  both  the  Skylab  3  and 
Skylab  4  astronauts.  We  thank  them  and  congratulate  them  on  their  per- 
formance as  a  part  of  this  overall  team. 

Your  successful  completion  of  this  mission,  I  say  with  emphasis,  has  opened 
a  new  era  of  international  cooperation.  I  strongly  hope — as  I  am  sure  the  Ameri- 
cans that  are  listening  or  watching  and  all  others  do — ^we  hope  that  this  first 
international  manned  flight  will  provide  all  of  us  with  an  example  to  remember 
for  many,  many  years  to  come. 

We  are  proud  of  you,  and  we  thank  you,  and  good  luck.  And  I  will  see  you 
back  in  Washington  soon,  I  hope.  It  is  nice  to  wave  to  you  on  the  screen.  Okay, 
good  luck,  fellows. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  6:15  p.m.  from  the  board  the  U.S.S.  New  Orleans.  The  conversation 
Oval  Office  at  the  White  House  to  the  astronauts  on       was  broadcast  live  on  radio  and  television. 

429 

Remarks  to  Reporters  on  Proposed  Compromise  With  the 
Congress  on  the  Decontrol  of  Domestic  Oil  Prices. 
July  25,  1975 

I  HAVE  a  short  statement  that  will  indicate  some  action  that  I  am  going  to  take 
later  today,  and  I  will  read  the  statement  and  then  Frank  Zarb  will  brief  on  the 
details  of  the  proposal. 

In  the  effort  to  break  the  deadlock  on  energy  legislation  prior  to  the  August 
Congressional  recess,  I  am  prepared  to  compromise  on  the  critical  issue  of  oil 
decontrol.  I  will  submit  to  the  Congress  later  today  my  second  administrative 
decontrol  program. 

This  Nation  desperately  needs  cooperation,  not  confrontation  on  the  critical 
energy  issue.  The  new  compromise  decontrol  plan  I  will  propose  will  answer 
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the  legitimate  concerns  raised  by  Members  of  the  Congress  during  the  very 
lengthy  discussions  which  have  been  held  on  this  problem. 

This  plan  will  gradually  phase  out  price  controls  over  a  39-month  period — 
through  November  30,  1978.  As  part  of  the  decontrol  plan,  a  price  ceiling  of 
$11.50  per  barrel  will  be  imposed  on  all  domestically  produced  oil. 

Although  this  represents  a  rollback  on  all  current  uncontrolled  oil  prices,  the 
$11.50  ceiling  will  gradually  increase  by  5  cents  per  month  over  the  length  of  the 
program.  However,  this  ceiling  will  assure  that  future  increases  in  the  price  of 
imported  oil  will  not  affect  our  domestic  market  prices. 

This  plan  is  a  critical  first  step  in  reversing  our  growing  dependence  on 
foreign  oil.  Combined  with  a  windfall  profits  tax  on  oil  companies  and  rebates 
of  energy  taxes  to  the  American  people,  this  plan  will  not  hinder  our  economic 
recovery  nor  raise  prices  during  1975.  It  will  not  allow  unfair  gains  or  produce 
undue  hardships. 

After  Congress  rejected  the  30-month  decontrol  plan  I  submitted  last  week,  I 
was  faced  with  two  choices:  to  either  veto  the  proposed  extension  of  price  con- 
trols scheduled  to  expire  August  31  or  seek  a  compromise  with  the  Congress. 

I  strongly  urge  the  Congress  to  accept  this  program  and  simultaneously  enact 
a  simple  3-month  extension  of  the  law. 

To  achieve  energy  independence,  the  Congress  and  the  President  must  work 
together  on  this  and  other  parts  of  my  comprehensive  energy  program.  I 
strongly  urge  the  Congress  to  accept  this  compromise  so  that  we  can  get  on  with 
the  solution  of  this  most  pressing  problem. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:18  a.m.  in  the  Briefing  Room  at  the  White  House. 

430 

Text  of  Remarks  at  a  Meeting  With  Representatives  of  Americans 
of  Eastern  European  Background  Concerning  the  Conference 
on  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe.     July  2^,  1973 

I  AM  glad  to  have  this  opportunity,  before  taking  off  for  Europe  tomorrow,  to 
discuss  v^ith  you  frankly  hov^  I  feel  about  the  forthcoming  European  Security 
Conference  in  Helsinki. 

I  know  there  are  some  honest  doubts  and  disagreements  among  good  Ameri- 
cans about  this  meeting  with  the  leaders  of  Eastern  and  Western  European  coun- 
tries and  Canada — 35  nations  altogether. 
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There  are  those  who  fear  the  Conference  will  put  a  seal  of  approval  on  the 
political  division  of  Europe  that  has  existed  since  the  Soviet  Union  incorporated 
the  Baltic  nations  and  set  new  boundaries  elsewhere  in  Europe  by  mihtary  action 
in  World  War  11.  These  critics  contend  that  participation  by  the  United  States 
in  the  Helsinki  understandings  amounts  to  tacit  recognition  of  a  status  quo 
which  favors  the  Soviet  Union  and  perpetuates  its  control  over  countries  allied 
with  it. 

On  the  other  extreme,  there  are  critics  who  say  the  meeting  is  a  meaningless 
exercise  because  the  Helsinki  declarations  are  merely  statements  of  principles 
and  good  intentions  which  are  neither  legally  binding  nor  enforceable  and 
cannot  be  depended  upon.  They  express  concern,  however,  that  the  result  will 
be  to  make  the  free  governments  of  Western  Europe  and  North  America  less 
wary  and  lead  to  a  letting  down  of  NATO's  political  guard  and  mihtary 
defenses. 

If  I  seriously  shared  these  reservations,  I  would  not  be  going,  but  I  certainly 
understand  the  historical  reasons  for  them  and,  especially,  the  anxiety  of  Ameri- 
cans whose  ancestral  homelands,  famihes,  and  friends  have  been  and  still  are 
profoundly  affected  by  East-West  political  developments  in  Europe. 

I  would  emphasize  that  the  document  I  will  sign  is  neither  a  treaty  nor  is  it 
legally  binding  on  any  participating  State.  The  Helsinki  documents  involve 
political  and  moral  commitments  aimed  at  lessening  tensions  and  opening  fur- 
ther the  lines  of  communication  between  the  peoples  of  East  and  West. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  United  States,  and  it  has  been  my  pohcy  ever  since  I 
entered  public  life,  to  support  the  aspirations  for  freedom  and  national  independ- 
ence of  the  peoples  of  Eastern  Europe— with  whom  we  have  close  ties  of  culture 
and  blood — by  every  proper  and  peaceful  means.  I  beUeve  the  outcome  of  this 
European  Security  Conference  will  be  a  step— how  long  a  step  remains  to  be 
tested— in  that  direction.  I  hope  my  visits  to  Poland,  Romania,  and  Yugoslavia 
will  again  demonstrate  our  continuing  friendship  and  interest  in  the  welfare  and 
progress  of  the  fine  people  of  Eastern  Europe. 

To  keep  the  Helsinki  Conference  in  perspective,  we  must  remember  that  it  is 
not  simply  another  summit  between  the  super  powers.  On  the  contrary,  it  is 
primarily  a  political  dialog  among  the  Europeans— East,  West,  and  neutral— 
with  primary  emphasis  on  European  relationships  rather  than  global  differ- 
ences. The  United  States  has  taken  part,  along  with  Canada,  to  maintain  the 
solidarity  of  the  Adantic  Alhance  and  because  our  absence  would  have  caused  a 
serious  imbalance  for  the  West. 

We  have  acted  in  concert  with  our  free  and  democratic  partners  to  preserve 
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our  interests  in  Berlin  and  Germany  and  have  obtained  the  pubHc  commitment 
of  the  Warsaw  Pact  governments  to  the  possibility  of  peaceful  adjustment  of 
frontiers — a  major  concession  w^hich  runs  quite  contrary  to  the  allegation  that 
present  borders  are  being  permanently  frozen. 

The  Warsaw^  Pact  nations  met  important  Western  preconditions — the  Berlin 
Agreement  of  1971,  the  force  reduction  talks  now^  underw^ay  in  Vienna — before 
our  agreement  to  go  to  Helsinki. 

Specifically  addressing  the  understandable  concern  about  the  effect  of  the 
Helsinki  declarations  on  the  Baltic  nations,  I  can  assure  you  as  one  w^ho  has  long 
been  interested  in  this  question  that  the  United  States  has  never  recognized  the 
Soviet  incorporation  of  Lithuania,  Latvia,  and  Estonia  and  is  not  doing  so  now. 
Our  official  policy  of  nonrecognition  is  not  affected  by  the  results  of  the  Euro- 
pean Security  Conference. 

There  is  included  in  the  declaration  of  principles  on  territorial  integrity  the 
provision  that  no  occupation  or  acquisition  of  territory  in  violation  of  inter- 
national lav^  w^ill  be  recognized  as  legal.  This  is  not  to  raise  the  hope  that  there 
w\\\  be  any  immediate  change  in  the  map  of  Europe,  but  the  United  States  has 
not  abandoned  and  v^ill  not  compromise  this  longstanding  principle. 

The  question  has  been  asked :  What  have  wt  given  up  in  these  negotiations  and 
what  have  we  obtained  in  return  from  the  other  side  ?  I  have  studied  the  nego- 
tiations and  declarations  carefully  and  will  discuss  them  even  more  intensely 
with  other  leaders  in  Helsinki.  In  my  judgment,  the  United  States  and  the  open 
countries  of  the  West  already  practice  what  the  Helsinki  accords  preach  and 
have  no  intention  of  doing  what  they  prohibit— such  as  using  force  or  restricting 
freedoms.  We  are  not  committing  ourselves  to  anything  beyond  what  we  are 
already  committed  to  by  our  own  moral  and  legal  standards  and  by  more  formal 
treaty  agreements  such  as  the  United  Nations  Charter  and  Declaration  of 
Human  Rights. 

We  are  getting  a  public  commitment  by  the  leaders  of  the  more  closed  and 
controlled  countries  to  a  greater  measure  of  freedom  and  movement  for  in- 
dividuals, information,  and  ideas  than  has  existed  there  in  the  past,  and  estab- 
lishing a  yardstick  by  which  the  world  can  measure  how  well  they  live  up  to 
these  stated  intentions.  It  is  a  step  in  the  direction  of  a  greater  degree  of  European 
community,  of  expanding  East-West  contacts,  of  more  normal  and  healthier 
relations  in  an  area  where  we  have  the  closest  historic  ties.  Surely  this  is  the  best 
interest  of  the  United  States  and  of  peace  in  the  world. 

I  think  we  are  all  agreed  that  our  world  cannot  be  changed  for  the  better 
by  war,  that  in  the  thermonuclear  age  our  primary  task  is  to  reduce  the  danger 
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of  unprecedented  destruction.  This  we  are  doing  through  continuing  strategic 
arms  limitations  talks  with  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  talks  on  mutual  and 
balanced  force  reductions  in  Europe.  This  European  Security  Conference  in 
Helsinki,  while  it  contains  some  miHtary  understandings  such  as  advance  notice 
of  maneuvers,  should  not  be  confused  with  either  the  SALT  or  MBFR  negotia- 
tions. The  Helsinki  summit  is  linked  with  our  overall  policy  of  working  to 
reduce  East- West  tensions  and  pursuing  peace,  but  it  is  a  much  more  general 
and  modest  undertaking. 

Its  success  or  failure  depends  not  alone  on  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet 
Union  but  primarily  upon  its  33  European  signatories — East,  West,  and  neutral. 
The  fact  that  each  of  them,  large  and  small,  can  have  their  voices  heard  is 
itself  a  good  sign.  The  fact  that  these  very  different  governments  can  agree, 
even  on  paper,  to  such  principles  as  greater  human  contacts  and  exchanges,  im- 
proved conditions  for  journalists,  reunification  of  famiUes  and  international 
marriages,  a  freer  flow  of  information  and  publications,  and  increased  tourism 
and  travel,  seems  to  me  a  development  well  worthy  of  positive  and  public 
encouragement  by  the  United  States.  If  it  all  fails,  Europe  will  be  no  worse  off 
than  it  is  now.  If  even  a  part  of  it  succeeds,  the  lot  of  the  people  in  Eastern 
Europe  will  be  that  much  better  and  the  cause  of  freedom  will  advance  at 
least  that  far. 

I  saw  an  editorial  the  other  day  entided:  '']trrY,  Don't  Go."  But  I  would  rather 
read  that  than  headUnes  all  over  Europe  saying:  "United  States  Boycotts  Peace 
Hopes." 

So  I  am  going,  and  I  hope  your  support  goes  with  me. 

note:  The  President  held  the  meeting  at  11  a.m.  in       ican    organizations    with    Eastern   European    ethnic 
the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House  with  seven       backgrounds. 
Members  of  Congress  and  representatives  of  Amer- 
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Letter  Accepting  the  Resignation  of  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
Stanley  K.  Hathaway.     July  25,  1975 

Dear  Stan: 

I  have  your  letter,  and  it  is  with  my  deepest  regrets  that  I  accept  your  resigna- 
tion as  Secretary  of  Interior,  effective  upon  the  appointment  and  quaUfication 
of  your  successor.  In  so  doing,  I  want  you  to  know  that  I  fully  understand  and 
sympathize  with  the  health  considerations  which  have  prompted  your  decision. 
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Needless  to  say,  I  would  have  much  preferred  that  you  felt  able  to  continue 
fulfilling  your  challenging  and  strenuous  responsibilities  at  Interior,  I  am  confi- 
dent that  the  exceptional  skill  and  genuine  concern  for  the  well-being  of  our 
fellow  citizens  which  have  always  marked  your  public  career  would  have  served 
the  Nation  well  in  that  capacity. 

As  you  return  to  private  life,  I  want  to  express  my  appreciation  for  your  out- 
standing work  on  behalf  of  the  Nation  and  our  Party  and  for  your  friendship 
and  support  and  many  personal  kindnesses.  Betty  joins  me  in  extending  to 
Bobbie  and  you  our  warmest  good  wishes  for  your  health  and  every  future 
happiness. 

With  warmest  personal  regards, 

Jerry  Ford 

[The  Honorable  Stanley  K.  Hathaway,  Secretary  of  Interior,  Washington,  D.C-] 

note:   Secretary  Hathaway 's  letter  of  resignation,  great   progress    in    restoring    the    Nation's    morale 

dated  July  25,  1975,  read  as  follows:  and  sense  of  purpose,  and  I  know  we  will  con- 

Dear  Mr.  President:  ^^^"^  ^°  P'^'P^"  "^^^^  ^^"^  leadership. 

It  is   with  deepest   regret  that,   for   reasons   of  /^^'^^f  ^  ^°  ^^^  ^f  f  "^  ^^"^^^^  ^^  ^^^''^^^' 


personal   health,    I   must   ask   you   to   accept   my 


wishes  for  success  in  the  future. 
Sincerely, 


resignation. 

To  have  been  selected  to  become  your  Secretary  Stanley  K.  Hathaway 

of  the  Interior  has  been  a  singular  honor,  and  I  am        [The  President,   The   White   House,   Washington, 
deeply  grateful  for  the  trust  and  confidence  you       D.C.  20500] 
placed  in  me.  Your  Administration  has  achieved 
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Remarks  Upon  Vetoing  the  Education  Division  and  Related 
Agencies  Appropriation  Act,  1976.     July  23,  1975 

I  AM  today  returning  without  my  approval  H.R.  5901,  the  education  appro- 
priation act,  1976. 

Throughout  my  pubHc  Uf e,  I  have  beUeved — and  still  believe — that  education 
is  one  of  the  strong  foundation  stones  of  our  Republic.  But  that  is  not  the  issue 
in  this  appropriation  bill. 

The  real  issue  is  w^hether  v^e  are  going  to  impose  fiscal  discipline  on  ourselves 
or  w^hether  we  are  going  to  spend  ourselves  into  fiscal  insolvency.  This  is  the 
first  major  appropriation  bill  passed  by  the  Congress  this  year.  It  would  provide 
$7.9  biUion — $1.5  billion  over  the  budget  which  was  submitted  in  January. 

Earlier  this  year,  I  drew  a  line  on  the  budget  deficit  for  fiscal  year  1976  at 
billion.  Even  that  deficit  is  too  high.  But  on  May  14,  the  Congress  drew  its 
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own  line  at  an  even  higher  deficit  level  of  $69  billion.  Today,  the  Congress' 
own  July  21  budget  scorekeeping  report  estimates  a  possible  deficit  this  year 
of  over  $83  billion. 

I  cannot  in  good  conscience  support  a  huge  deficit  of  that  magnitude,  nor 
can  the  people  of  this  country  afford  the  inflation  that  would  inevitably  result 
this  year,  next  year,  and  the  year  thereafter.  Money  appropriated  by  the  Con- 
gress inevitably  is  taken  from  the  people — either  through  higher  taxes  or  by 
inflation  or  both. 

This  appropriation  bill  is  too  much  to  ask  the  American  people  and  our 
economy  to  bear.  I  urge  the  Members  of  the  House  and  the  Senate  to  sustain 
my  veto  of  this  bill,  and  then  we  can  work  together,  as  we  have  before,  to 
achieve  a  responsible  compromise. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:55  p.m.  to  reporters  assembled  in  the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House. 
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Veto  of  the  Education  Division  and  Related  Agencies 
Appropriation  Act,  1976.     July  25,  1973 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  return  v^ithout  my  approval  H.R.  5901,  the  Education  Division  and  Related 
Agencies  Appropriation  Act,  1976. 

Throughout  my  public  life,  I  believed — and  still  believe — that  education  is 
one  of  the  foundation  stones  of  our  republic.  But  that  is  not  the  issue  in  this 
appropriation  bill. 

The  real  issue  is  v^hether  wt  are  going  to  impose  fiscal  discipline  on  ourselves 
or  whether  we  are  going  to  spend  ourselves  into  fiscal  insolvency. 

This  is  the  first  regular  appropriation  bill  passed  by  the  Congress  this  year 
and  it  provides  $7.9  bilUon,  $1.5  billion  more  than  I  requested. 

Earlier  this  year,  I  drew  a  line  on  the  budget  deficit  for  fiscal  year  1976  at  $60 
billion.  That  line  is  considerably  higher  than  I  would  like.  On  May  14,  the 
Congress  drew  its  own  line  on  the  deficit  at  $69  billion.  But  now,  the  Congress' 
own  July  21  budget  scorekeeping  report  estimates  a  possible  deficit  this  year  of 
$83.6  billion. 

I  cannot,  in  good  conscience,  support  such  a  deficit,  not  only  because  of  what 
it  means  this  year,  but  next  year  and  the  year  after.  In  fact,  if  this  bill  were  to 
become  law,  nearly  $1  billion  would  be  added  to  next  year's  deficit. 

While  I  do  not  insist  that  my  original  budget  recommendation  is  the  only  one 
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acceptable,  I  do  believe  major  reductions  must  be  made  in  this  bill.  The  Con- 
gress could  make  a  substantial  move  in  that  direction  by  simply  accepting  my 
recommendations  for  impact  aid  and  higher  education.  In  these  tw^o  areas 
alone,  Congress  has  added  $913  milHon  to  my  proposals. 

No  single  program  is  more  bankrupt  than  the  Impact  Aid  program.  Starting 
w^ith  President  Eisenhow^er,  every  Chief  Executive  has  recommended  reform 
or  abolition  of  impact  aid.  Yet,  the  Congress  would  allocate  three  quarters  of  a 
biUion  dollars  of  the  taxpayers'  money  to  this  program  over  the  next  15  months. 
This  program  is  a  luxury  we  can  no  longer  afford.  If  we  are  to  do  what  must 
be  done,  we  must  stop  doing  what  need  not  be  done. 

We  must  also  avoid  increasing  the  funding  of  other  programs  unless  we  have 
the  money  to  pay  for  them.  In  that  regard,  I  urge  the  Congress  to  reconsider 
the  $434  million  added  to  my  $2  billion  recommendation  for  higher  education. 

The  other  increases  the  Congress  has  added  to  this  bill  are  a  part  of  the  trend 
over  the  past  several  years — a  little  more  for  every  program.  In  this  case,  "a 
little  more"  adds  up  to  nearly  $629  milUon. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  this  appropriation  bill  is  too  much  to  ask  the  taxpayers — 
and  our  economy — to  bear. 

I  urge  the  Congress  to  sustain  my  veto  of  this  bill  and  then  we  can  work 
together — as  we  have  before — to  achieve  a  responsible  compromise. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
July  25, 1975. 

note:  On  September  9,  1975,  the  House  of  Repre-       September  10,  H.R.  5901  was  enacted  as  Public  Law 
sentatives    voted    to    override   the   President's    veto.       94-94  (89  Stat.  468). 
With  the  vote  in  the  Senate  to  override  the  veto  on 
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Statement  on  Suspension  of  United  States  Military  Operations 

in  Turkey.     July  23,  1975 

I  DEEPLY  regret  the  announcement  of  the  Government  of  Turkey  to  suspend 
all  American  activities  at  joint  U.S.-Turkish  defense  installations  and  to  take 
over  control  and  supervision  of  these  important  installations. 

I  repeatedly  w^arned  the  House  of  Representatives  of  extremely  serious  con- 
sequences such  as  this,  if  the  United  States  failed  to  restore  military  sales  and 
credits  to  our  Turkish  allies.  I  again  w^ant  to  praise  those  House  Members  of 
both  parties  who  voted  in  the  national  interest.  Now^,  as  a  result  of  yesterday's 
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223-206  vote  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  Turkey  has  today  announced 
actions  v^hich  I  beUeve  w^ill  work  to  the  detriment  of  critically  important  U.S. 
security  interests. 

In  viev^  of  these  damaging  developments,  I  urge  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  reconsider  its  refusal  to  restore  the  traditional  U.S.-Turkish  defense 
relationship.  Prompt,  affirmative  action  by  the  House  of  Representatives  is 
essential  to  the  vital  national  defense  interests  of  the  United  States,  our  partners 
in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean,  and  our  allies  in  the  Atlantic  Alliance. 

435 

Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Requesting  Additional 
Funds  for  the  Food  Stamp  Program.     July  23,  1975 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Due  to  the  existing  law  which  invites  almost  unlimited  expansion  of  the 
Food  Stamp  program,  the  cost  of  the  program  has  nearly  doubled  in  the  past 
six  months.  The  unemployment  rate  has  also  been  a  factor  in  the  increase.  To 
continue  the  Food  Stamp  program  for  the  remainder  of  this  fiscal  year,  I  am 
forced  to  ask  the  Congress  for  an  additional  $3  billion  over  the  $3.8  billion  which 
I  requested  in  my  budget  submitted  in  February. 

Accordingly,  I  am  today  transmitting  to  the  Congress  a  budget  amendment 
requesting  these  additional  funds. 

The  flaws  in  the  existing  law  easily  can  be  seen.  Only  10  years  ago,  there  were 
fewer  than  500,000  people  participating  in  the  program  at  a  cost  of  $36  million. 
Today,  the  number  of  participants  has  expanded  to  20  million  and  the  cost  to 
$6.8  billion.  Furthermore,  if  all  those  presently  eligible  under  current  law  sud- 
denly signed  up  for  the  program,  estimates  are  that  between  40  and  60  million 
persons  would  be  receiving  food  stamps. 

In  short,  what  has  evolved  in  just  10  years  is  another  massive,  multi-billion 
dollar  program,  almost  uncontrolled  and  fully  supported  by  Federal  taxpayers. 

Some  claim  that  the  Food  Stamp  program  cannot  be  controlled  and  that  ever- 
increasing  costs  are  inevitable.  I  refuse  to  accept  that  proposition.  Every  public 
program  is  controllable.  The  Food  Stamp  Act  was  placed  on  the  Statute  books 
by  the  Congress  which  has  the  power  and  authority  to  amend  the  law. 

Earlier  this  year,  I  submitted  a  proposal  which  would  have  required  all 
participants  in  this  program  to  pay  a  proportionate  share  of  their  total  income 
for  food  stamps.  This  plan  would  have  continued  assistance  to  those  in  need  and 
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would  have  distributed  benefits  on  an  equitable  basis.  This  reform  was  rejected 
by  the  Congress.  Had  it  been  approved,  a  savings  of  $1  billion  in  fiscal  year  1976 
at  the  current  rate  of  participation  would  have  resulted. 

In  submitting  this  revised  budget  request,  made  necessary  by  the  existing  law, 
I  once  again  ask  the  Congress  to  work  with  me  on  needed  changes.  We  must 
work  toward  two  goals : 

— In  fairness  to  those  truly  in  need,  we  must  focus  food  stamp  assistance  on 

them; 
— In  fairness  to  the  overburdened  taxpayers  who  must  pay  the  bills,  we  must 

tighten  eligibility  and  participation  requirements. 

More  than  70  members  of  the  Congress  already  have  joined  in  supporting  leg- 
islation which  would  recognize  the  need  for  changes  in  the  Food  Stamp  Act. 
Their  proposal  would  concentrate  resources  on  assistance  to  low-income  Ameri- 
cans and  relate  the  Food  Stamp  program  to  other  assistance  programs  directed 
toward  these  same  families.  It  would  introduce  a  number  of  positive  objectives 
which  should  be  supported  by  everyone  who  shares  the  desire  to  assist  those 
truly  in  need  and  to  control  costs. 

I  urge  in  the  strongest  terms  possible  that  the  Congress  begin  hearings  on 
these  proposals  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  If  this  program  is  to  be  contained, 
even  within  its  current  bounds  action  must  be  taken  immediately. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
July  25,  1975. 

436 

Veto  of  a  Public  Health  Services  Bill. 
July  26,  1915 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  today  returning,  without  my  approval,  S.  66^  a  bill  to  amend  the  Public 
Health  Service  Act  to  provide  support  for  health  services,  nurse  training,  and 
the  National  Health  Service  Corps  program. 

This  bill  is  very  similar  to  two  separate  bills  which  I  disapproved  during  the 
last  session  of  the  93rd  Congress,  H.R.  14214  and  H.R.  17085.  In  my  memo- 
randums of  disapproval,  dated  December  23,  1974,  and  January  3,  1975,  re- 
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spectively,  I  cited  a  number  of  reasons  why  I  could  not  approve  those  bills.  Those 
objections  remain  valid  for  the  measure  before  me  today. 

As  in  last  year's  bills,  S.  66  w^ould  authorize  excessive  appropriation  levels.  I 
realize  that  in  considering  the  bill  this  year,  the  94th  Congress  made  some 
reductions  in  the  total  cost  of  the  measure.  Hov^ever,  the  levels  authorized  are 
still  far  in  excess  of  the  amounts  v^e  can  afford  for  these  programs.  The  bill 
would  authorize  almost  $550  million  above  my  fiscal  year  1976  budget  request 
for  the  programs  involved,  and  it  exceeds  fiscal  year  1977  levels  by  approxi- 
mately the  same  amount  resulting  in  a  total  increase  of  $1.1  billion.  At  a  time 
when  the  overall  Federal  deficit  is  estimated  at  $60  billion,  proposed  author- 
ization levels  such  as  these  cannot  be  tolerated. 

When  I  signed  the  Tax  Reduction  Act  of  1975,  I  pledged  to  do  everything 
in  my  power  to  keep  this  year's  deficit  from  exceeding  $60  billion  and  to  re- 
strain the  longer-run  growth  in  Federal  spending.  I  stated  that  I  would  resist 
every  attempt  by  the  Congress  to  add  to  that  deficit.  Bills  currently  being  con- 
sidered by  the  Congress  would  add  $25  billion  to  the  fiscal  year  1976  deficit  and 
$45  billion  to  next  year's  deficit.  If  they  were  to  become  law,  they  would  lock 
us  into  a  permanent  policy  of  excessive  spending  and  make  the  Federal  budget 
a  primary  cause  of  inflation  for  years  to  come.  To  avoid  this,  I  have  no  choice 
but  to  veto  these  bills  if  the  Congress  insists  upon  sending  them  to  me. 

Apart  from  its  excessive  authorization  levels,  S.  66  is  unsound  from  a  program 
standpoint.  In  the  area  of  health  services,  for  example,  the  bill  proposes  exten- 
sion and  expansion  of  Community  Mental  Health  Centers  projects  which  have 
been  adequately  demonstrated  and  should  now  be  absorbed  by  the  regular 
health  services  delivery  system.  S.  66  also  would  continue  and  expand  such  sep- 
arate categorical  programs  as  Community  Health  Centers  and  Migrant  Health 
Centers.  In  addition,  it  would  authorize  several  new  narrow  categorical,  and 
potentially  costly  programs  which  duplicate  existing  authorities,  including  $30 
million  for  the  treatment  of  hypertension,  $17  million  for  rape  prevention  and 
control,  $10  million  for  home  health  service  demonstration  agencies,  and  $16 
million  for  hemophilia  treatment  and  blood  separation  centers.  Three  new 
national  commissions  on  specific  diseases  also  would  be  established.  The  ex- 
pansion of  the  Federal  role  in  health  services  delivery  through  such  narrow 
categorical  programs  is  not  consistent  with  development  of  an  integrated,  flex- 
ible health  service  delivery  system. 

The  Administration  repeatedly  and  vigorously  has  opposed  measures  such 
as  S.  66  and  urged  passage  of  a  more  effective  and  more  equitable  approach  to 
Federal  assistance  for  health  services.  H.R.  4819  and  S.  1203,  which  reflect  our 
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proposals,  would  consolidate  various  separate  programs  into  the  flexible  project 
grant  authority  of  the  Public  Health  Service  Act  to  allow  funding  of  a  wide 
variety  of  health  services  projects  based  on  State  and  local  needs.  Moreover, 
such  programs  would  be  for  demonstration  purposes.  Once  a  new  service  model 
has  been  adequately  tested,  its  adoption  into  the  delivery  of  services  can — and 
should — be  the  primary  responsibility  of  the  private  sector  and  State  and  local 
governments. 

The  Federal  role  in  overcoming  barriers  to  needed  health  care  should  em- 
phasize health  care  financing  programs — such  as  Medicare  and  Medicaid  for 
which  spending  is  estimated  at  $22  billion  this  year.  These  programs  establish 
specified  eligibility  and  benefits  standards  and  provide  assistance  generally 
available  to  those  most  in  need,  such  as  the  poor  and  the  aged.  S.  66y  on  the 
other  hand,  would  have  the  Federal  Government  select  individual  communities 
and  groups  for  special  funding  assistance.  In  my  view,  this  is  clearly  an  inequit- 
able approach  to  health  problems  and  an  unwise  attempt  to  substitute  judg- 
ments made  in  Washington  for  those  of  responsible  persons  in  State  and  local 
governments  and  the  private  sector. 

In  extending  the  registered  nurse  training  authorities,  S.  66  inappropriately 
proposes  continuation  of  large  amounts  of  capitation  and  construction  support. 
These  support  mechanisms  have  outlived  their  usefulness.  They  were  intro- 
duced to  stimulate  nursing  schools  to  educate  more  general-duty  nurses  be- 
cause of  an  overall  shortage.  The  schools  responded,  with  enrollments  in 
baccalaureate  and  associate  degree  programs  rising  by  more  than  90  percent 
during  the  period  1970-74.  As  a  result,  with  no  further  Federal  stimulation, 
we  can  expect  the  supply  of  active  registered  nurses  to  increase  by  more  than 
50  percent  during  this  decade. 

With  these  increases,  the  employment  market  for  general  duty  nurses  already 
is  tightening  in  some  areas.  As  early  as  January,  1973,  the  American  Nurses' 
Association  stated  that  ".  .  .  it  appears  that  the  shortage  of  staff  nurses  is  dis- 
appearing." Our  failure  to  limit  growth  now  could  result  in  our  training  an 
txctss  number  of  nurses,  creating  the  same  kind  of  oversupply  that  has  left 
thousands  of  elementary  and  secondary  school  teachers  disillusioned  with  the 
lack  of  teaching  opportunities. 

The  general  nursing  student  assistance  provisions  contained  in  this  bill  are 
largely  dupUcative  of  existing  undergraduate  student  aid  programs  offered  by 
the  Office  of  Education,  and  represent  just  one  more  unnecessary  categorical 
program. 

The  bill  also  fails  to  shift  emphasis  in  any  meaningful  way  from  problems 
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of  aggregate  supply  shortages  to  the  problem  of  geographic  maldistribution, 
which  is  reflected  in  very  substantial  intra-  and  inter-State  differentials  in  nurse- 
to-population  ratios. 

S.  66  continues  to  treat  nurse  training  separately  from  the  other  health  pro- 
fessions. The  Congress  is  now  considering  various  measures  for  Federal  support 
for  education  in  other  health  professions.  Nurse  training  should  be  considered 
as  part  of  that  debate  to  interrelate  health  manpower  education  programs  rather 
than  to  perpetuate  a  fragmented  Federal  health  professions  policy. 

Finally,  S.  66  provides  for  a  one-year  extension  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Corps.  I  support  this  fine  program,  and  the  Administration  has  submitted  legis- 
lation to  the  Congress  for  its  extension.  I  believe,  however,  that  the  authorization 
level  proposed  in  S.  66  of  $30  million  for  fiscal  year  1976  is  excessive. 

Good  health  care  and  the  availability  of  health  personnel  to  administer  that 
care  are  obviously  of  great  importance.  I  share  with  the  Congress  the  desire 
to  improve  the  Nation's  health  care.  I  am  convinced  that  legislation  can  be 
devised  to  accompUsh  our  common  objectives  which  does  not  adversely  affect 
our  efforts  to  restrain  the  budget  or  inappropriately  structure  our  health  care 
system.  I  urge  the  Congress  to  pass  such  legislation,  using  the  bills  I  have 
endorsed  as  the  starting  point  in  such  deliberations. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

July  26, 1975. 

note:  On  July  26,  1975,  the  Senate  voted  to  over-       S.  66  was  enacted  as  Public  Lav^  94-63   (89  Stat, 
ride  the  President's  veto.  With  the  vote  in  the  House       304). 
of  Representatives  to  override  the  veto  on  July  29, 

437 

Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on  Budget 
Rescissions  and  Deferrals.     July  26,  1975 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Impoundment  Control  Act  of  1974,  I  herewith  pro- 
pose five  rescissions  and  report  23  new  deferrals  of  budget  authority  available 
for  obligation  in  fiscal  year  1976.  The  rescission  proposals  total  $90.2  miUion 
and  the  new  deferrals  total  $541.8  million.  In  addition,  I  am  reporting  an 
increase  of  $1.0  million  in  deferrals  previously  transmitted. 

Rescissions  of  budget  authority  are  proposed  for  programs  in  the  Community 
Services  Administration  and  the  Departments  of  Agriculture,  Interior,  and 
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Health,  Education,  and  Welfare.  The  rescissions  are  proposed  for  a  variety  of 
reasons:  to  avoid  duplicative  efforts,  to  preserve  the  effective  and  limited  uses  of 
demonstration  programs,  and  because  program  objectives  can  be  met  with  lesser 
amounts  than  have  been  made  available. 

The  majority  of  the  new  deferrals  I  am  reporting — 14  of  23 — defer  the  obliga- 
tion of  funding  provided  by  the  continuing  resolution  for  1976  (Public  Law  94- 
41).  I  have  proposed  that  several  ongoing  programs  be  reduced,  terminated,  or 
transferred  to  other  agencies  beginning  in  fiscal  year  1976.  The  Congress  has  not 
yet  completed  action  on  the  1976  regular  appropriation  bills  or  on  my  proposed 
modifications  of  certain  programs.  In  the  meantime,  it  has  generally  provided 
for  all  programs  to  receive  temporary  appropriations  at  ongoing  rates.  I  am 
deferring  obligations  above  the  levels  I  have  proposed,  pending  completion  of 
Congressional  action  on  my  proposals.  The  remaining  new  deferrals  are  routine 
in  nature  and  have  little  or  no  effect  on  program  levels. 

The  details  of  each  deferral  and  proposed  rescission  are  contained  in  the 
attached  reports. 

This  special  message  increases  to  eight  the  number  of  rescissions  now  pending 
before  the  Congress.  I  urge  prompt,  positive  action  on  each  of  them. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
July  26, 1975. 

note:  The  attachments  detailing  the  rescissions  and  deferrals  are  printed  in  the  Federal  Register  of  July  30, 
1975  (40  FR  32043). 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Quarterly  Report  of  the 
Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability.     July  26,  1975 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  section  5  of  the  Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability  Act, 
as  amended,  I  hereby  transmit  to  the  Congress  the  third  quarterly  report  of  the 
Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability.  This  report  contains  a  description  of  the 
Council  activities  during  the  past  few  months  in  monitoring  wages  and  prices  in 
the  private  sector  and  reviewing  various  Federal  Government  activities  that  lead 
to  higher  costs  and  prices  without  creating  commensurate  benefits.  It  discusses  in 
some  detail  the  Council's  studies  of  steel  and  metal  can  prices,  cost-of-living 
escalator  clauses  and  marketing  spreads  for  food  products.  In  addition,  it  con- 
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tains  a  discussion  of  wages  and  prices  during  the  first  quarter  of  1975  and  the 
outlook  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  Also  included  is  a  special  chapter  prepared  by 
the  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  on  the  cost  of  medical  care. 

Although  it  requires  continuing  attention,  progress  has  been  made  in  reducing 
the  rate  of  inflation.  With  price  increases  now  decelerating,  moderation  in  wage 
settlements  becomes  very  important.  Wage  increases  that  substantially  raise  unit 
labor  costs  could  create  new  inflationary  pressures.  Moreover,  the  recovery  of 
the  economy  should  not  be  used  as  an  occasion  for  business  to  raise  prices  in 
anticipation  of  stronger  demand.  The  Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability  also 
will  continue  to  monitor  closely  actions  taken  by  the  Government  and  will  call 
to  public  attention  unjustified  activities  that  could  have  an  adverse  impact  on 
price  levels. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

July  26, 1975. 

note:  The  71 -page  report,  covering  the  period  February  1  through  April  30,  1975,  is  entitled  "Quarterly 
Report — Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability." 

439 

Remarks  on  Departure  for  Europe. 
July  26,  197^ 

Mr.  Vice  President,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State: 

We  leave  today  on  a  mission  of  peace  and  progress  on  behalf  of  all  Americans. 
Tomorrow^,  I  will  meet  with  our  valued  friends  and  allies  in  the  Federal  Re- 
public of  Germany.  Later,  I  v^ill  visit  Poland,  Romania,  and  Yugoslavia  to 
assure  the  peoples  there  of  America's  continuing  affection  and  to  seek  additional 
improvements  in  our  relations.  And  I  v^ill  pursue  increased  cooperation  and 
stability  betw^een  the  East  as  v^ell  as  the  West. 

During  my  first  trip  to  Europe  as  President,  the  Atlantic  Alliance — I  vigor- 
ously reaffirmed  our  solidarity  w^ith  them  and  our  purposes  with  them. 

On  this  journey,  I  will  meet  in  Helsinki  with  the  leaders  of  34  other  nations. 
We  will  sign  the  Final  Act  of  the  Conference  on  Security  and  Cooperation  in 
Europe.  This  conference  represents  useful  progress  in  our  continuing  efforts 
to  achieve  a  more  stable  and  productive  East-West  relationship. 

The  provisions  of  the  Helsinki  Declaration  represent  political  as  well  as 
moral — not  legal — commitments.  United  States  policy  supports — as  I  have  sup- 
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ported  through  my  entire  pubHc  life— the  aspirations  for  freedom  and  national 
independence  of  peoples  everywhere.  The  results  of  this  European  Security  Con- 
ference will  be  a  step  in  that  direction.  The  outcome  of  this  Helsinki  Conference 
remains  to  be  tested,  but  whether  it  is  a  long  stride  or  a  short  step,  it  is  at  least  a 
forward  step  for  freedom. 

This  Conference  aims  at  expanding  East- West  contact— more  normal  and 
healthier  relations.  This  is  in  the  best  interest  of  the  United  States  and  of  world 
peace. 

If  honored  by  all  signatories,  the  Helsinki  Declaration  holds  great  promise.  It 
can  promote  wider  cooperation  and  greater  security  across  the  entire  continent 
of  Europe.  This  is  of  great  importance  to  the  United  States  and  to  all  peoples.  It 
is  in  this  spirit  and  with  these  objectives  that  we  take  off. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:18  a.m.  at  Andrews  Air  Force  Base,  Md. 

440 

Remarks  in  Bonn  to  Reporters  Following  Discussions  With 
Chancellor  Helmut  Schmidt  of  the  Federal  Republic  of 
Germany.     ]uly  27,  1975 

The  Chancellor.  Ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  v^ould  Hke  to  repeat  here  how^  extremely  thankful  the  German  Federal 
Government  is — and  I  believe  that  one  can  say  the  same  for  all  our  citizens — 
that  the  American  President  and  the  American  Secretary  of  State  are  visiting 
us  here  on  their  w^ay  to  Helsinki  and  to  other  European  capitals.  The  visit  is 
not  yet  over,  and  for  that  reason  I  can  only  report  at  the  moment  on  our  talks  up 
to  this  point. 

The  t-wo  chiefs  of  government  and  the  tv^o  foreign  ministers  spoke  this 
morning  about  political  problems  of  a  general  nature,  v^hich  w^ill  also  be  dis- 
cussed in  Helsinki.  Then  in  a  somew^hat  larger  group,  in  which,  on  the  German 
side,  the  Federal  Minister  for  Economics  took  part,  w^e  turned  to  problems  of 
the  w^orld  economy.  We  are  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  cooperation  in  the 
areas  of  economic  policy,  credit  policy,  and  currency  policy,  since  vft  are  av^are 
that  the  entire  Western  World's  economy  has  come  into  severe  difficulties  as  a 
result  of  the  current  recession. 

The  American  President  is  somev^hat  more  optimistic  regarding  the  develop- 
ment of  the  American  political  economy  than  he  v^as  w^hen  v^e  last  had  the 
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opportunity  to  speak  with  each  other.  But  I  assume  that  he  will  tell  you  that 
himself. 

The  President.  Mr.  Chancellor,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Let  me  express  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Ford  and  myself  our  great  gratitude  for  the 
warm  reception  that  we  have  received  from  you  and  Mrs.  Schmidt  and  from 
the  German  people. 

It  is  a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  for  Mrs.  Ford  and  myself,  as  well  as  my 
colleagues,  to  be  in  Germany,  and  I  have  appreciated  very  greatly  the  op- 
portunity to  meet  with  you  this  morning  and  to  discuss  with  you  and  your 
associates  the  problems  that  you  mentioned — the  general  political  situation  and 
the  economic  circumstances,  both  in  Europe  as  well  as  in  the  United  States. 

Let  me  say  with  great  emphasis  that  all  of  us  in  the  United  States  are  deeply 
grateful  for  the  wonderful  contribution  that  people  from  your  country  have 
made  in  the  history  books  of  my  country.  And  I  should  say  that  all  of  us,  as  we 
approach  our  Bicentennial  in  the  United  States,  are  most  appreciative  of  the 
very  generous  gift  given  to  the  United  States  when  President  Scheel  was  in  my 
country  a  few  weeks  ago.^ 

The  importance  of  discussions  on  the  economic  field,  of  course,  are  very,  very 
vital.  We  in  the  United  States  are  making  a  turn  toward  a  healthier  economy. 
We  have  bottomed  out,  as  they  say  in  the  United  States,  and  are  slowly  be- 
ginning an  upturn  in  our  economy. 

But  we  fully  recognize  that  the  economy  of  the  United  States  is  an  integral 
part  of  the  economy  throughout  the  world  and  particularly  that  of  Western 
Europe.  It  is  my  intention,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  work  very,  very 
closely  with  you  in  Germany  and  the  other  European  countries  to  make  sure 
that  the  progress  we  are  making  is  also  progress  that  can  come  in  Europe  as  well 
as  the  rest  of  the  world. 

We,  of  course,  are  on  our  way  to  the  meeting  in  Helsinki,  where  35  nations 
will  get  together  on  the  CSCE  arrangements  or  agreements. 

I  believe  that  the  Helsinki  meeting  can  and  will  be  a  further  step  in  achieving 
what  we  all  want — the  betterment  of  relations  between  East  and  West. 

I  am  optimistic  that  the  results  achieved  in  Helsinki  will  be  for  the  better.  I 
look  forward  to  my  participation  as  a  result  of  the  long  negotiations  that  have 
taken  place. 

Let  me  conclude  my  observations  by  saying  that  in  the  field  of  energy,  in  the 
economic  field,  in  the  political  field,  in  the  defense  field,  the  policies  of  the  United 
States  will  be  closely  aligned  with  those  of  your  government,  Mr.  Chancellor, 


'See  Item  331. 
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and  I  look  forward  to  the  further  discussions  that  I  will  have  with  you  here,  as 
well  as  in  Helsinki,  so  that  your  country  and  mine  and  the  rest  of  the  world  will 
be  the  beneficiaries. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  what  made  the  first  meeting  run  30  minutes  past  the 
scheduled  time  ? 

The  President.  The  question  was,  what  made  the  first  meeting  run  30  min- 
utes past  the  scheduled  time. 

I  guess  the  best  answer  is  that  we  got  so  intrigued  with  the  discussions  on  the 
various  important  matters  that  we  forgot  to  look  at  the  clock. 

The  Chancellor.  Or  the  coffee  was  that  good.  [Laughter] 

Q.  Did  you  discuss  the  Turkish  situation,  Mr.  President  ? 

The  President.  Yes,  I  did  bring  the  Chancellor  up  to  date  on  the  very  un- 
fortunate development  in  the  House  of  Representatives  last  week.  I  indicated  to 
the  Chancellor  that  we  were  deeply  disappointed  and  that  we  were  working 
with  some  of  the  leaders  in  the  House  of  Representatives  trying  to  see  whether 
or  not  it  would  be  possible  in  this  coming  week  for  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  reconsider  the  action  that  it  took  last  week. 

We  have  not  come  to  any  conclusion  in  that  regard  but  we,  of  course — the 
Secretary  of  State  and  myself — are  not  only  disappointed  with  the  action,  but 
I  believe  the  American  people  will  now  see  the  net  result  of  that  action  with  the 
closing  of  the  American  bases  in  Turkey  and  with  the  Cyprus  negotiations  prob- 
ably set  back. 

I  am  deeply  disturbed,  and  we  will  maximize  our  effort,  as  I  told  the  Chan- 
cellor, to  try  and  get  a  change  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Q.  What  is  the  possibility  of  a  vote  being  taken  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives ? 

The  President.  We  have  not  come  to  any  conclusion  on  that  because  we 
haven't  firmed  up  any  course  of  action  with  the  Democratic  leadership  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  of  course,  they  are  crucial  in  this  situation. 

Q.  Did  the  Chancellor  make  any  specific  recommendations  in  the  economic 
field  to  you  ? 

The  President.  The  question  is,  did  the  Chancellor  make  any  recommenda- 
tions in  the  economic  field. 

The  Chancellor  and  I  agreed  that  it  was  vitally  important  that  the  economic 
policies  of  Germany  and  the  European  Community  be  integrated  with  our, own 
economic  policies.  We  will  further  discuss  in  the  meetings  that  are  coming  up 
more  of  the  specifics,  but  we  did  exchange  information  as  to  the  circumstances 
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not  only  in  the  United  States  but  in  Germany.  And  later  today,  we  will  probably 
talk  about  what  we  might  do  for  the  further  improvement  of  reciprocal  efforts 
in  this  area. 

The  Chancellor.  Mr.  President,  might  I  add  a  footnote  to  that  one,  please  ? 

The  President  and  I,  as  well  as  President  Giscard  and  Prime  Minister  Wilson, 
will  have  the  opportunity  in  Helsinki  to  hold  a  special  meeting  with  foreign 
ministers  of  these  four  countries.  And  the  discussions  of  the  last  few  days, 
especially  this  morning's  discussion,  have  been  particularly  useful,  serving 
among  other  things  to  prepare  for  that  meeting.  And  at  every  opportunity,  co- 
operation in  overcoming  the  world  economic  recession  will  play  a  central  role. 

We  European  nations  and  the  governments  of  these  European  nations  know 
that  the  world  economic  recession  can  only  be  overcome  if  it  is  overcome  on  an 
international  basis  in  the  same  manner  by  all  participants — above  all,  when  it 
is  tackled  in  the  same  way  by  the  industrial  countries  of  the  world.  And  that 
means  that  the  economy  of  the  United  States  of  America — by  far  the  largest, 
the  most  efficient  and,  as  far  as  world  trade  is  concerned,  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant economies  and,  as  far  as  the  finance  and  currency  system  of  the  world 
is  concerned,  by  far  the  most  important — that  overcoming  this  worldwide  re- 
cession is  only  possible  if  this  most  important  economy  of  the  Western  World 
leads  the  way. 

The  overview  which  the  American  President  has  personally  given  us  in 
regard  to  the  latest  developments  in  the  American  economy  is  one  of  the  bright- 
est aspects  of  the  future  development.  But  we  don't  by  any  means  want  to 
exaggerate  our  hope  and  our  optimism;  rather,  we  are  both  conscious  of  the 
fact  that  we — together  with  our  other  partners — will  still  have  considerable 
difficulties  to  overcome. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  are  you  discussing  offsets  during  these  talks  ? 

The  President.  The  question  is,  are  we  discussing  offset.  I  am  sure  that  we 
will,  but  we  haven't  come  to  that  point  as  yet. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  have  expressed  your  satisfaction  with  the  results  of 
the  CSCE  talks  in  Helsinki.  Will  you  push  forward  now  to  get  results  at  last  in 
Vienna  in  the  MBFR  talks  ? 

The  President.  The  MBFR  talks  in  Vienna  have  been  stalled  for  the  last  few 
months.  I  think  once  the  CSCE  meeting  has  been  held  in  Helsinki,  we  can  now 
concentrate  on  the  MBFR  talks,  and  of  course,  in  my  discussions  with  Chancel- 
lor Schmidt,  we  will  see  how  we  can  coordinate  our  efforts  in  this  very  im- 
portant area. 

Thank  you  very  much. 
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note:  The  remarks  began  at  approximately  12:05       spoke  in  German.  His  remarks  were  translated  by 
p.m.    at    the    Palais    Schaumburg.    The    Chancellor       the  United  States  Information  Service. 
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Text  of  a  Toast  at  a  Working  Luncheon  in  Bonn  Hosted  by 
Chancellor  Schmidt  of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany. 
July  27,  1973 

Mr,  Chancellor: 

Thank  you  for  your  very  kind  remarks.  Mrs.  Ford  and  I  are  delighted  to 
visit  Bonn  as  the  first  stop  on  this  trip  to  Europe. 

I  am  very  pleased  to  have  had  the  opportunity  this  morning  to  meet  v^ith  you 
again  for  a  review  of  the  bilateral  and  international  issues  of  current  importance 
to  the  Federal  Republic  and  the  United  States. 

As  a  result  of  our  several  meetings  during  1974  and  1975, 1  have  come  to  value 
not  only  our  personal  friendship  but  also  your  viev^s  on  the  great  issues  con- 
fronting our  countries — including  those  of  economics  and  finance.  These  con- 
tinuing consultations  are  of  fundamental  importance  to  our  efforts,  as  friends 
and  allies,  to  achieve  a  more  peaceful  and  prosperous  v^orld  for  people  every- 
where. 

Mr.  Chancellor,  on  July  30,  we  will  meet  again  in  Helsinki  for  the  third  stage 
of  the  Conference  on  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe.  During  this  trip,  I 
will  also  meet  with  leaders  of  some  of  the  countries  of  Eastern  Europe.  This 
itinerary  is  a  sign  of  our  times.  It  symbolizes  the  resolve  of  both  East  and  West 
to  lessen  the  danger  of  hostilities,  to  increase  contacts,  and  to  work  toward 
greater  cooperation.  These  are  times  in  which  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany 
has  played  a  leading  role.  I  would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  that  role  and  to  the 
creative  leadership  of  the  Federal  Republic  for  the  last  25  years. 

I  raise  my  glass  to  Chancellor  Schmidt,  to  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany, 
and  to  the  friendship  between  the  German  and  American  peoples. 

note:  The  text  of  the  President's  toast  at  the  luncheon,  which  was  held  at  the  Palais  Schaumburg,  was 
released  at  Bonn,  Federal  Republic  of  Germany. 
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Remarks  at  a  Picnic  at  Kirchgoens,  Federal  Republic 
of  Germany.     July  27,  1973 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Colonel  Wagner,  Minister  of  Defense  Leber,  Gen- 
eral  Haig,  members  of  the  Armed  Forces  and  families: 

It  is  a  very  great  privilege  and  pleasure  for  me  to  be  here  w^ith  you  today,  but 
before  I  begin  I  have  tv^o  questions. 

The  first  question  is:  Is  it  true  that  the  tent  over  there  is  filled  v^ith  good  old 
German  beer? 

Then  the  second  question  is :  What  are  v^e  doing  out  here  ?  [Laughter'] 

I  asked  one  soldier  if  he  drank  a  lot  of  beer,  and  he  said,  "Of  course  not,  sir." 
The  only  trouble  is,  then  he  tried  to  blow^  the  foam  off  his  sauerkraut.  [Laughter] 

But  every  one  of  you  is  entitled  to  all  the  beer,  the  sauerkraut,  and  anything  else 
provided  today.  After  your  2  hard  months  of  intensive  field  training  at  Grafen- 
w^oehr,  you  deserve  this  picnic. 

As  your  Commander  in  Chief,  I  am  now^  issuing  orders  that  tomorrow^,  Mon- 
day, all  members  of  this  brigade  v^ho  participated  in  the  maneuvers  v^ill  be  given 
an  extra  day  off. 

I  am  very,  very  proud  to  be  here  v^ith  the  tankers,  infantry,  and  artillery  of 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  pow^erful  combat  brigades  in  Europe.  And  I  am  also 
just  as  pleased  to  be  here  v^ith  your  w^onderful  families. 

Let  me  say  a  very  special  v^ord  of  commendation  to  our  German  partnership 
units.  I  thank  you  for  the  cooperation  you  are  extending  to  the  United  States 
and  our  forces.  Together  you  have  developed  outstanding  skills  and  qualities  that 
make  first-rate  fighting  men.  I  am  pleased  that  you  are  learning  from  each  other, 
and  I  am  also  very  pleased  to  meet  your  charming  v^ives. 

I  deeply  appreciate  the  very  high  standards  of  performance  and  morale  of  our 
NATO  forces  as  represented  by  the  Germans  and  Americans  here  today,  and  I 
thank  the  Federal  Republic  and  the  State  of  Hesse  for  the  warm,  v^arm  hos- 
pitality extended  to  me  and  to  all  Americans  v^ho  are  stationed  here. 

There  is  a  very  deep  satisfaction  for  me  in  this  meeting  here  with  all  of  you 
today.  It  is  most  rewarding  to  see  firsthand  this  evidence  of  our  two  countries 
cooperating  within  NATO  and  for  the  common  defense.  It  is  you,  together  with 
the  other  forces  of  the  Alliance,  who  are  making  our  collective  security  a  reality. 

As  we  pursue  peace  together,  I  am  aware  that  not  all  of  the  problems  in  Europe 
and  the  world  have  been  solved.  And  I  am  convinced  diat  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, the  best  guarantee  for  peace  is  a  very,  very  strong  defense. 
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As  President,  speaking  here  in  the  presence  of  our  alhes,  I  affirm  today  that  I 
will  not  allow  our  Armed  Forces  to  be  weakened  under  any  circumstances.  You 
deserve  the  best.  You  deserve  the  very  best  equipment  and  you  deserve  the 
strongest  support  of  the  citizens  that  you  defend. 

Chancellor  Schmidt  and  myself  will  travel  to  Helsinki  in  the  next  few  days  to 
attend  the  Conference  on  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe.  It  is  not  by 
accident,  let  me  assure  you,  that  I  stopped  here  first  to  consult  with  our  allies, 
nor  that  I  now  affirm  our  commitment  to  Berlin. 

I  assure  the  people  of  Berlin  from  this  military  base,  which  you  soldiers  call 
"The  Rock,"  that  I  stand  behind  this  rock  and  behind  our  commitment  to  the 
freedom  of  Berlin. 

Secretary  Kissinger  spoke  for  me  when  he  affirmed  our  policy  on  his  recent 
visit  to  Berlin,  and  our  national  unity  and  determination  in  this  regard  were 
voiced  there  earlier  this  year  by  Senators  Humphrey  and  [Hugh]  Scott. 

Soldiers,  of  course,  do  not  underestimate  the  importance  of  your  mission  and 
its  meaning  for  the  entire  world.  You  are  the  defenders  of  peace,  and  you  have 
my  full  and  unqualified  support  and  respect. 

I  know  that  you  are  doing  a  great,  great  job.  And  you,  by  the  demonstrations 
that  you  have  given  in  person  and  by  the  equipment,  you  have  boosted  my 
morale,  and  let  me  express  a  deep  personal  gratitude. 

I  thank  you  very,  very  much  for  inviting  me  on  this  occasion. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:21  p.m.  at  the  Ayers  to    Col.    Louis    C.    Wagner,    Jr.,    Commander,    1st 

Caserne.  The  annual  picnic  was  cosponsored  by  the  Brigade,  3d  Armored  Division;  Georg  Leber,  Ger- 

1st  Brigade,  3d  Armored  Division,  and  the  German  man  Minister  of  Defense;  and  Gen.  Alexander  M. 

13th  Panzer  Brigade.  Haig,  Jr.,  Supreme  Allied  Commander,  Europe. 
In  his   opening  remarks,   the  President  referred 

443 

Toasts  of  the  President  and  President  Walter  Scheel  of  the 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany  During  a  Dinner  Cruise 
on  the  Rhine  River.     July  21 ,  1915 

President  Scheel  and  distinguished  guests: 

Mr.  President,  you  have  spoken  most  generously  and  most  farsightedly,  as 
well  as  most  eloquently,  and  I  am  pleased  and  honored  to  respond  to  such  a 
gracious  Rhinelander  on  this  beautiful  river,  w^hich  has  v^itnessed  the  grov^th 
of  German-American  cooperation. 

I  think  there  is  something  especially  significant  that  an  American  President 
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is  on  this  wonderful  river  that  includes  from  the  headwaters  in  Switzerland,  to 
France,  to  Germany,  to  the  Netherlands,  and  to  the  Atlantic. 

There  is  something  that  seems  to  bind  us  all  together,  and  I  couldn't  help  but 
notice  during  the  day,  and  as  we  have  been  sailing  here  tonight,  many  passing 
ships,  some  bearing  flags  of  different  nations,  that  this  great  river,  as  a  result, 
symbolizes  our  hope  for  expanding  the  flow  of  peaceful  commerce  and  ex- 
change throughout  the  world. 

Just  as  many  soHd  bridges  span  the  majestic  Rhine,  strong  links  of  friendship 
unite  our  two  nations.  I  experienced  today,  Mr.  President,  this  friendship  anew 
when  I  met  with  Chancellor  Schmidt  and  his  associates,  the  distinguished 
leaders  of  your  Government,  and  received  the  very  warm  welcome  of  so  many 
citizens  of  your  great  country. 

As  we  all  know,  our  relationship  is  based  upon  a  tradition  that  is  as  old  as  the 
United  States  itself,  which  now  approaches  its  200th  year  of  freedom  and 
democracy. 

Every  American  schoolchild  knows  how  General  von  Steuben  came  to  help 
George  Washington  win  the  American  Revolution.  All  Americans  are  extremely 
proud  of  the  infusion  of  German  talents  throughout  the  years  into  America,  a 
nation  of  immigrants. 

Today,  I  had  the  privilege,  as  you  mentioned,  to  visit  the  military  forces  of 
our  country  and  of  yours,  working  in  partnership,  playing  in  partnership,  and 
enjoying  a  family  relationship  in  partnership. 

It  was  an  inspiring  afternoon  for  me  to  meet  the  officers,  the  men  on  both 
sides,  the  German  as  well  as  the  American.  It  is  encouraging  to  me  that  they 
are  working  with  a  common  zeal  for  a  common  purpose. 

The  commitment  and  the  endeavor  are  very  fundamental,  as  we  know,  to 
the  security  of  the  United  States,  to  the  Federal  Republic  and  to  Berlin,  and 
to  the  entire  Atlantic  Alliance. 

I  thank  you  for  the  very,  very  warm  welcome  which  the  German  people 
have  extended  to  me,  to  Mrs.  Ford,  and  to  our  son  Jack,  but  also  to  every 
American  stationed  here  in  the  German  Republic  and  their  families. 

Few  people  are  more  united  than  Americans  and  Germans  in  their  support 
of  the  principles  of  independence,  freedom,  and  self-determination. 

Today,  we  speak  of  both  the  East  as  well  as  the  West  with  new  emphasis 
on  a  common  future.  Much  effort  has  gone  into  increasing  contacts  and  coopera- 
tion among  the  peoples  of  Europe.  We  have  made  some  significant  advances. 
The  forthcoming  meeting,  as  you  have  mentioned,  in  Helsinki  offers  hope 
for  future  progress.  Obviously,  we  have  much  further  to  go. 
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Americans  do  look  forward  to  continued  cooperation,  not  only  with  the  Fed- 
eral Republic  but  with  the  peoples  of  Europe  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  President,  little  more  than  a  month  has  passed  since  we  enjoyed  you 
and  Mrs.  Scheel  being  in  Washington  and  visiting  us  at  the  White  House.  The 
spirit  prevailing  among  us  today  strongly  reaffirms  the  genuine  and  continuing 
friendly  relationship,  the  close  relationship  between  our  countries,  our  peoples, 
and  our  Governments. 

If  you  will  raise  your  glass  with  me,  I  would  like  to  propose  a  particularly 
cordial  prosit  to  President  Scheel  and  to  the  Federal  Republic  and  to  its  people. 


note:  The  President  spoke  at  approximately  9:30 
p.m.  in  response  to  a  toast  by  President  Scheel.  The 
dinner  was  held  on  board  the  M.S.  Drachenfels. 

President  Scheel  spoke  in  German.  His  remarks 
were  translated  by  an  interpreter  as  follows: 

Mr.  President,  Mrs.  Ford,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

A  few  weeks  ago  at  the  splendid  reception  before 
the  White  House  in  Washington,  I  expressed  the 
wish  to  soon  be  able  to  greet  you  here  in  Germany. 
To  my  delight,  the  international  Conference  calen- 
dar has  helped  to  make  this  wish  come  true  so  soon. 

Today  you  are  here.  I  bid  you,  Mrs.  Ford,  and 
your  associates  a  warm  welcome.  You  do  know 
that  you  are  highly  appreciated  and  highly  welcome 
guests  in  our  country. 

We  know,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  that  wherever 
the  President  of  the  United  States  goes  in  the  world, 
his  office  follows  him — the  White  House.  My  house 
has  the  color  in  common  with  yours.  It  is  white,  un- 
doubtedly. However,  it  is  too  small  to  accommodate 
a  festive  party  in  your  honor.  This  is  why  I  invited 
you  to  this  white  boat. 

Outside,  the  banks  are  gliding  by — things  are  in 
motion  like  the  river.  We  may  have  been  cruising 
against  the  current.  We  have  just  turned  around.  At 
any  rate,  the  further  we  go  together  on  this  truly 
European  stream,  the  brighter  the  views. 

This  corresponds  to  a  political  hope  and  to  a  po- 
litical goal.  It  is  our  hope,  it  is  our  goal  to  create  a 
solidly  founded,  strong  Europe  which,  together  with 
the  United  States  of  America,  will  secure  a  future  of 
peace  and  freedom. 

The  closer  we  come  to  Europe,  the  brighter  the 
prospects.  Much  has  been  achieved.  The  British  peo- 
ple have  clearly  and  for  good  decided  in  favor  of 
Europe.  European  political  cooperation  has  pointed 
up  new  possibilities  to  develop  Europe  institu- 
tionally. Yet  much  remains  to  be  done. 

All  Western  countries  are  struggling  with  eco- 
nomic problems  at  the  present.  But  more  and  more, 
the  view  is  gaining  ground  that  individual  coun- 
tries by  themselves  cannot  master  these  difficulties. 


The  talks  which  the  Federal  Government  has 
conducted  in  the  course  of  these  past  days  make  it 
clear  that  the  willingness  to  make  common  efforts 
is  on  the  rise. 

Europe  is  moving  in  the  direction  of  coordinating 
its  different  economic  policies.  This  is  another  im- 
portant step  towards  progress.  Out  of  these  very  dif- 
ficulties we  gain  insights  and  strengths  to  overcome 
these  difficulties. 

Europe  by  itself  will  not  be  able  to  master  the 
economic  problems  of  today.  We  can  only  be  suc- 
cessful if  we  coordinate  our  efforts  with  those  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  this  cannot  but 
strengthen  the  awareness  of  the  benefits  and  the 
purpose  of  the  Atlantic  partnership  on  both  sides  of 
the  Atlantic. 

From  the  beginning,  Atlantic  cooperation  was  a 
requirement,  as  we  all  realize,  for  our  security  pol- 
icy. Today,  it  is  just  as  well,  and  in  particular,  a 
requirement  for  our  economic  policy. 

Mr.  President,  you  have  come  to  our  country  at 
a  very  significant  time.  In  a  few  days  in  Helsinki, 
the  final  phase  of  the  Conference  on  Security  and 
Cooperation  in  Europe  will  open.  The  negotiations 
in  Geneva  have  set  an  example  of  the  opportunities 
for  constructive  Western  cooperation. 

The  negotiations  have  also  shown — and  your 
presence  in  Helsinki,  Mr.  President,  will  impres- 
sively demonstrate  to  the  entire  world — that  Amer- 
ica and  Europe  are  inseparably  linked,  that  one 
cannot  talk  about  security  and  cooperation  in  Europe 
without  including  the  United  States.  The  Atlantic 
Alliance  is  part  and  parcel  of  Western  Europe. 

The  Helsinki  Conference  should  constitute  an- 
other step  towards  detente.  The  documents  to  be 
signed  provide  a  frame  which  needs  to  be  filled  in 
the  future  by  agreements  and  concrete  behavior. 
Each  signatory  state  will  then  be  able  to  demonsarate 
what  it  understands  by  detente. 

This  is  the  yardstick  by  which  it  will  be  meas- 
ured. Nobody  could  wish  more  fervently  than  the 
Germans  that  the  hopes  tied  to  the  Conference  may 
be  fulfilled. 
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Yet  it  is  clear  to  us  that  no  conference  can  guar-  is  why  over  400,000  American  citizens  hve  among 

antee  our  security.  The  Atlantic  Alliance  remains  us  as  soldiers,  civilian  employees,  and  families, 

the  foundation  of  our  security.  You  can  be  sure,  Mr.  President,  that  we,  citizens 

Mr.    President,    you    have    already    visited    with  and  authorities  alike,  do  what  we  can  to  make  your 

your    compatriots    in    the    Federal    Republic.    The  compatriots  feel  at  home  with  us.  They  are  our 

presence  of  the  American  soldiers  in  the  Federal  friends;  they  are  our  guests  and  the  good  comrades 

Republic  and  in  Berlin  is  the  clearest  and  the  most  of  the  German  soldiers. 

important  expression  of  the  fact  that  the  security  Nevertheless,  they  do  live  in  a  different  country 

of  the  United  States  and  of  Europe  do  belong  to-  with  a  different  language  and  different  customs,  and 

gether  inseparably.  over  the  long  run  that  is  not  easy. 

For  the  West,   there  is  only  one  security.   The  Therefore,  permit  me,  Mr.  President,  to  say  to 

Federal  Republic  contributes  to  the  best  of  its  abil-  you,  the  highest  representative  of  the  American  peo- 

ity  to  safeguard  the  common  security.  The  Amer-  pie,  and  to  all  Americans  who  are  here  in  Germany 

ican    contribution,    however,    is    irreplaceable    and  for  reasons  of  our  common  security,  very  simply 

will   remain  so.  Even  a  comprehensive  European  and  very  warmly,  thank  you. 

union,  which  is  the  goal  of  the  member  states  of  Mr.  President,  as   you  can  see,  we  have  many 

the  European  Community,  cannot  do  without  this  reasons  to  be  glad  about  your  visit.  It  makes  us 

transatlantic  link.  happy. 

We  owe  thanks  to  the  American  Government  for  Once  again,  a  cordial  welcome  to  the  white  boat, 
having  held  fast  to  this  policy  unwaveringly.  This 
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Remarks  at  Linz  During  the  Dinner  Cruise  on  the 
Rhine  River.     July  27,  1975 

Mr.  Mayor,  distinguished  citizens  of  Linz,  my  good  friend,  the  President  of  the 
Federal  Republic,  and  Chancellor  Schmidt,  and  distinguished  guests: 

It  is  a  great  privilege  and  a  very  high  honor  to  have  the  opportunity  of  being 
here  w^ith  Mrs.  Ford  and  receiving  your  w^arm  and  generous  hospitality.  This 
pause  in  our  boat  trip  up  and  down  the  Rhine  is  a  most  pleasant  interlude  in 
a  very  busy  day  in  your  country. 

The  Wmc  tovs^n  of  Linz,  w^ith  its  tradition  of  some  11  centuries,  embodies 
the  characteristic  features  of  the  Rhineland — good  wine,  pleasant  people,  and  a 
beautiful  setting. 

I  have  been  told  that  the  local  custom  in  the  year  1700  was  for  each  council- 
man to  drink  his  cup  of  wine  to  the  bottom,  but  that  the  general  accounting 
office  objected  to  the  very,  very  high  cost. 

The  mayor  of  Linz  replied  with  this  letter:  "The  counsellor's  first  task  is  to 
drink  wine.  A  lamp  without  fuel  cannot  shine." 

I  am  also  told  that  the  decisions  of  the  council  were  always  unanimous — 
something  politicians  of  today  can  certainly  envy. 

It  has  been  a  great  pleasure  for  Mrs.  Ford  and  myself  to  join  you  on  this 
wonderful  occasion,  if  only  for  a  few  moments,  and  we  extend  to  all  of  you  the 
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very  best  wishes  from  all  Americans.  We  thank  you  for  your  graciousness  and 
your  hospitality. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:30  p.m.  on  the  dock  On  the  following  day,  the  President  held  a  work- 

at  Linz  where  he  was  greeted  by  Hans  Breitenbach,       ing   breakfast  with   Chancellor  Schmidt  at   Schloss 
Burgermeister  of  Linz.  Gymnich  before  departing  for  Poland. 
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Letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  the  President  of  the 
Senate  Transmitting  Proposed  Automobile  Emission 
Standards  Legislation.     July  28,  1975 

[Dated  July  26, 1975.    Released  July  28, 1975] 

ON  JUNE  27,  1975,  I  transmitted  a  special  message  to  the  Congress  which 
described  the  complex  problem  of  setting  automobile  emission  standards  which 
strike  the  best  possible  balance  among  our  air  quality,  public  health,  energy, 
consumer  cost  and  other  economic  objectives. 

As  indicated  in  that  message,  I  have  concluded  that  automobile  emission 
standards  should  not  be  more  rigid  than  those  applied  to  1975  and  1976  model 
cars  because  more  rigid  standards  unnecessarily  would  increase  car  prices,  reduce 
gasoline  mileage,  and  increase  energy  demands.  There  is  also  the  potential  that 
tighter  standards  would  require  emission  controls  that  result  in  new  pollutants 
with  serious  health  impact. 

I  am  enclosing  a  draft  of  a  bill  which  would  implement  the  recommenda- 
tions described  in  detail  in  my  June  27th  message.  I  urge  prompt  passage  of 
this  bill. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed  to        Representatives,    and    the    Honorable    Nelson    A. 
the  Honorable  Carl  Albert,  Speaker  of  the  House  of        Rockefeller,  President  of  the  Senate. 
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4:46 

Letter  to  Congressional  Committee  Chairmen  Recommending 
Extension  of  Automobile  Emission  Standards,     July  28,  1975 

[Dated  July  26, 1975.    Released  July  28, 1975] 

Dear  Mr,  Chairman: 

On  June  27th,  I  transmitted  to  the  Congress  a  special  message  which  described 
the  conclusions  from  a  detailed  executive  branch  review  of  the  air  quality, 
health,  energy,  and  consumer  cost  implications  of  alternative  automobile  emis- 
sion standards.  I  recommended  that  1975-76  standards  for  automobile  emissions 
be  extended  by  the  Congress  through  model  year  1981. 

I  believe  it  important  that  the  Congress  and  the  public  have  a  full  opportunity 
to  hear  in  detail  the  findings  of  our  studies  and  the  basis  for  my  conclusions 
that  existing  standards  should  be  continued.  I  recognize  that  the  hearings  held 
by  your  subcommittee  on  auto  emissions  ended  before  our  studies  were  com- 
pleted. I  urge  you  to  hold  another  hearing  on  this  matter  so  Administration 
witnesses  can  present  the  findings. 


Sincerely, 


Gerald  R.  Ford 


note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed       orable  Harley  O.  Staggers,  chairman  of  the  House 
to  the  Honorable  Jennings  Randolph,  chairman  of       Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce  Committee, 
the  Senate  Public  Works  Committee,  and  the  Hon- 
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Letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  Urging  Reconsideration 
of  House  Action  Refusing  Modification  of  the  Embargo  on 
United  States  Military  Assistance  to  Turkey.     July  28,  1975 

[Dated  July  26, 1975.    Released  July  28, 1975] 

Dear  Mr.  Speaker: 

The  consequences  of  the  House  action  in  failing  to  lift  the  arms  embargo 
on  Turkey  are  now  becoming  apparent.  As  President  of  the  United  States  my 
responsibility  for  the  national  security  and  conduct  of  foreign  affairs  have  led 
me  tCLOirge^n  the  strongest  terms  that  the  House  lift  the  embargo.  Despite 
the  House  action  and  subsequent  events,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  situation  is 
irretrievable  today. 

It  is  difficult  to  overstate  the  importance  of  the  major  installations  v^e  will 
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lose  in  Turkey  if  we  cannot  remedy  the  action.  Their  loss  would  seriously  down- 
grade our  capabilities  in  major  areas  of  national  security.  These  installations  are 
not  replaceable. 

In  reviewing  the  debates  of  the  last  several  months,  any  fair-minded  person 
would  agree  that  there  is  not  a  fundamental  dispute  on  the  objective  of  achieving 
a  peaceful  and  equitable  solution  to  the  tragic  Cyprus  problem.  The  Congress 
has  chosen  means  to  accomplish  that  end  which  in  my  judgment  would  not 
only  delay  and  impede  a  Cyprus  settlement  but,  as  now  can  be  seen  clearly, 
cause  a  disastrous  deterioration  in  our  security  relations  with  Turkey  and  in 
the  Eastern  Mediterranean  in  general.  In  addition,  these  effects  will  certainly 
not  make  for  an  improvement  in  relations  between  Greece  and  Turkey,  with- 
out which  a  Cyprus  settlement  is  not  possible. 

My  Administration  has  been  and  will  continue  to  pursue  the  cause  of  a  just 
and  peaceful  settlement  in  Cyprus.  But  I  must  emphasize  in  the  strongest  terms 
how  seriously  hobbled  our  efforts  will  be  if  the  embargo  against  Turkey  is 
maintained. 

I,  therefore,  urge  through  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  immediate  reconsideration 
of  the  House  action.  Only  if  we  preserve  our  vital  security  relations  with  Turkey 
will  I  be  able  usefully  to  assist  the  parties  in  the  area  toward  better  relations. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

448 

Remarks  on  Arrival  at  Warsaw,  Poland. 
July  28,  1975 

Mr.  First  Secretary,  Mrs.  GiereJ{,  Mr.  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  State,  Mr. 
Prime  Minister,  distinguished  hosts: 

Mrs.  Ford  and  I  are  deeply  grateful  for  your  very  cordial  words  of  welcome. 
It  is  a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  for  me  to  return  to  Poland.  Mrs.  Ford  and 
I  had  the  privilege  and  honor  of  being  here  a  number  of  years  ago  and  spent 
some  11  days  in  Warsaw  and  in  Poland,  and  we  have  fond  memories  of  that 
wonderful  experience. 

During  the  16  years  since  my  first  visit  to  your  country,  the  friendly  ties 
between  our  peoples  have  developed  in  a  way  that  should  provide  us  much 
mutual  encouragement.  Building  on  a  foundation  laid  nearly  200  years  ago, 
when  courageous  Poles  came  to  our  shores  and  helped  make  American  inde- 
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pendence  a  reality,  we  have  worked  hard  to  broaden  the  scope  of  our  common 
interests. 

I  am  deeply  gratified  by  the  expansion  of  contacts  between  our  two  countries, 
by  the  rapid  growth  in  trade,  and  by  the  new  forms  of  bilateral  cooperation 
which  have  been  able  to  develop  between  our  two  nations. 

During  your  visit  to  Washington  last  October,  Mr.  First  Secretary,  we  signed 
the  joint  agreements  of  principles  of  U.S.-PoUsh  relations,  the  joint  statement 
of  the  development  of  economic  and  industrial  cooperation,  and  our  two  coun- 
tries, Mr.  Secretary,  entered  into  agreements  on  coal  research,  health,  environ- 
mental protection,  the  avoidance  of  double  taxation,  and  the  cooperation  in 
science  and  technology. 

These  agreements  are  thdMatest  evidence,  Mr.  Secretary,  of  our  ability  to 
work  together  to  improve  the  lives  of  our  peoples,  and  I  hope  that  we  can 
achieve  even  greater  cooperation  during  this  visit. 

I  look  forward  to  our  discussions,  Mr.  Secretary.  I  am  confident  that  in  re- 
viewing our  relationships  we  can  strengthen  the  traditional  friendship  between 
our  two  peoples  and  improve  the  prospects  for  world  peace. 

I  am  also  very  anxious  to  share  our  thoughts  about  the  future  and  to  hear 
your  views,  Mr.  Secretary,  as  we  both  prepare  to  participate  in  the  Conference 
for  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe  in  Helsinki. 

I  believe  that  we  will  find  areas  in  which  both  our  countries  can  further  con- 
tribute to  the  achievement  of  lasting  peace  and  progress  among  all  nations. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  express  the  greetings  I  bring  with  me  from  all  Amer- 
icans, including  the  millions  of  our  citizens  who  are  so  proud  of  their  PoUsh 
background  and  their  Polish  heritage. 

Niech  zyje  Pols\al  [Long  live  Poland!] 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  approximately  12  noon  cordiality,  while  I  myself  am  particularly  satisfied 

at  Okecie  International  Airport  in  response  to  re-  over  our  meeting  again. 

marks  of  welcome  by  Edward  Gierek,  First  Secre-  We  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  play  host  to  Mrs.  Ford 

tary  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Polish  United  and   persons  accompanying  you,  and  among  them 

Workers'  Party.  In  his  opening  remarks,  the  Presi-  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Kissinger.  The  doors  of 

dent  also  referred   to  Henryk  Jablonski,  Chairman  Warsaw  and  of  the  entire  country  of  ours  stay  wide 

of    the    Council    of    State,    and    Piotr    Jaroszewicz,  open  for  you  with  traditional  Polish  hospitality. 

Chairman    of    the    Council    of    Ministers    (Prime  This  is  not  your  first  visit  to  Poland,  but  it  is  for 

Mmister) .  ^j^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^j^^j.  y^^  ^^.^  visiting  us  as  President  of 

First  Secretary  Gierek  spoke  in  Polish.  His  remarks  the  United   States  of  America,  as  a  leader  of  the 

were  translated  by  an  interpreter  as  follows:  nation  which  for  over  two  centuries  our  people  have 

The  Right  Honorable  Mr.  President,  Madam  Ford,  ^^een  linked  to  with  numerous  and  strong  ties,  mu- 

ladies  and  gentlemen:  tual  friendship,  and  respect. 

On  behalf  of  the  highest  authorities  of  the  Polish  In  your  person,  Mr.  President,  we  welcome  and 

People's  Republic,  in  the  name  of  our  people,  I  wish  extend  greetings  to  the  American  people,  with  whom 

to  welcome  you,  Mr.  President,  on  the  Polish  soil.  we    desire    to   develop   cooperation    and    share    the 

We  are  extending  to  you  a  welcome  of  most  genuine  happiness  of  peace. 
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During  my  visit  to  the  United  States,  which  indeed 
has  left  indelible  memories  of  the  hospitality  ac- 
corded to  me  there,  I  found  that  desire  shared  on 
both  sides  and  that  you,  sir,  are  personally  the  advo- 
cate of  friendly  cooperation  of  our  peoples  and  states. 
Your  present  visit  to  Poland  is  about  the  most  elo- 
quent testimony  of  that. 

We  are  glad  that  while  in  this  country  you  will 
be  able  to  acquaint  yourself  with  the  great  record  of 
achievement  of  the  Polish  People's  Republic,  with 
her  dynamic  development,  with  our  plans  for  the 
near  and  more  distant  future. 

I  am  sure  you  will  find,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
Polish  people,  who  have  rebuilt  their  country  from 
the  ravages  of  war  with  toil  and  self-sacrifice,  are 
working  perseveringly  to  build  a  strong,  modern, 
and  prosperous  country  worthy  of  both  its  best  tradi- 
tions and  of  its  Socialist  ideals  and  aspirations  of 
today. 

I  am  sure  you  will  find  also,  Mr.  President,  that 
the  most  profound  desire  of  our  people  is  peace.  You 
will  see  no  ruins  of  Warsaw,  which  30  years  ago 
proved  to  be  such  a  shocking  experience  to  one  of 
your  predecessors.  General  Eisenhower. 

Our  capital  has  been  restored  to  life — beautiful 


and  modern — yet  the  memory  of  the  immensity  of 
sacrifice  and  suffering  remains,  as  does  the  desire 
impressed  upon  the  hearts  and  minds — no  more  war. 

Our  people — and  according  to  their  will,  also  the 
authorities  of  the  Polish  People's  Republic — conceive 
of  the  establishment  of  lasting  peace  as  of  the  most 
important  and  supreme  cause. 

We  are  pleased  that  we  are  receiving  you,  Mr. 
President,  on  the  eve  of  the  final  phase  of  the  Con- 
ference on  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe,  and 
only  soon  after  the  Soviet-American  cooperation,  one 
of  paramount  importance  to  the  world  peace,  has 
been  reaffirmed  in  the  joint  Soyuz-Apollo  project, 
crowned  as  it  was  with  such  a  magnificent  success. 

You  are  arriving  in  Poland,  Mr.  President,  at  a 
time  when  the  process  of  international  detente  is 
acquiring  new  dimensions,  a  process  which  our  coun- 
try, along  with  her  Socialist  allies  and  friends,  deem 
to  be  one  of  great  importance. 

We  are  greeting  you  as  a  leader  of  the  great  nation 
which  plays  its  important  role  in  the  world  of  today, 
and  we  trust  it  will  be  making  an  ever  greater  con- 
tribution to  the  cause  of  strengthening  peace. 

We  are  happy  to  see  you  in  Poland,  Mr.  President. 
We  are  happy  to  see  Mrs.  Ford  in  Poland. 


449 

Toasts  of  the  President  and  First  Secretary  Edward  Gierek 
of  Poland  at  a  Luncheon  in  Warsaw.     July  28,  1975 

Mr.  First  Secretary,  Mrs.  Giere\,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  am  delighted  on  this  occasion  to  be  your  guest,  along  with  my  son,  and  we 
regret  that  unfortunately  Mrs.  Ford  could  not  be  here,  but  she  will,  I  am  sure, 
be  joining  us  later. 

It  is  a  great  pleasure  for  me  to  return  to  this  very  great  country  in  the  center  of 
Europe,  a  country  which  is  so  rich  in  tradition  and  so  important  to  the  con- 
temporary world.  I  welcome  this  opportunity  to  reaffirm  the  United  States 
commitment  to  friendship  with  Poland.  And  I  am  determined  to  strengthen 
that  friendship. 

When  we  met  in  Washington  last  October,  Mr.  Secretary,  you  and  I  pledged 
our  countries  to  acquire  a  better  knowledge  of  their  respective  achievements  and 
values.  Both  nations  can  take  great  satisfaction  in  progress  toward  that  goal.  We 
have  made  vitally  important  advances  in  our  bilateral  relations. 

This  is  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  the  documents  that  we  signed  during  the 
First  Secretary's  visit.  And  I  am  pleased  to  cite  the  continuing  efforts  of  both 
sides  to  increase  trade  and  commerce,  the  visits  and  the  exchanges  between  our 
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scientists,  industrial  and  mining  specialists,  and  agricultural  experts,  and  the 
educational  and  cultural  program  which  each  year  enable  more  Poles  and  more 
Americans  to  know  each  other  and  to  exchange  ideas. 

The  United  States  recently  presented  the  World  of  Franklin  and  Jefferson 
Bicentennial  exhibition  in  Warsaw.  It  vividly  depicted  America's  past  and 
Poland's  long  and  close  association  with  us. 

You  may  remember  one  of  Benjamin  Franklin's  remarks  featured  in  the 
exhibition.  According  to  Benjamin  Franklin,  human  felicity  is  produced  not  so 
much  by  great  pieces  of  good  fortune  that  seldom  happen,  as  by  little  advantages 
that  occur  every  day. 

We  have  men  and  women  of  great  vision  in  Poland  and  in  America,  but  we 
realize  that  real  progress  in  the  relations  between  countries  really  comes  from  the 
millions  who  give  form  as  well  as  substance  to  the  aspirations  of  their  Govern- 
ments. 

Distinguished  host,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  ask  you  to  join  me  in  a  toast  to  all 
Pohsh  and  American  citizens,  scholars,  scientists,  workers,  farmers,  writers, 
musicians,  and  others,  who  day-by-day  are  striving  to  develop  the  little  advan- 
tages so  important  to  the  growing  friendship  between  our  countries. 

At  this  time,  may  I  offer  a  toast  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  and  to  the  Polish  people. 


note:  The  President  spoke  at  approximately  3:30 
p.m.  at  the  Palace  of  the  Council  of  Ministers  in 
response  to  a  toast  by  the  First  Secretary. 

First  Secretary  Gierek  spoke  in  Polish.  His  re- 
marks were  translated  by  an  interpreter  as  follows: 

Mr.  President,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  and  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 

Ten  months  ago  when  taking  leave  of  you,  Mr. 
President,  in  the  Capital  of  the  United  States,  I  said 
that  while  retaining  in  my  grateful  memory  our 
Washington  meeting  and  talks,  I  would  be  looking 
forward  to  having  your  visit  to  Warsaw. 

Today,  I  am  both  honored  and  pleased  to  receive 
you  in  my  country.  Our  people  regard  your  visit, 
Mr.  President,  as  a  confirmation  of  the  traditional 
friendly  attitude  of  the  American  people  toward 
Poland  and  the  inaugural  of  further  development  of 
cooperation  between  our  two  countries. 

The  people  of  Poland  see  in  it,  also,  an  evidence 
of  your  personal  involvement  in  the  strengthening 
of  Polish-American  ties.  Poles  do  appreciate  it — of 
which  they  have  given  an  expression  in  the  welcome 
accorded  to  you. 

It  is  with  utmost  pleasure  that  we  are  receiving 
Mrs.  Ford  in  Poland.  We  are  happy  to  have  you 
here,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  Dr.  Kissinger.  Your  out- 
standing role  in  the  American  foreign  policy  is  well 
known  to  us.  We  are  glad,  Mr.  President,  to  be  able 


to  play  host  to  all  your  collaborators  who  have  come 
on  this  visit. 

Mr.  President,  you  are  paying  your  visit  to  Poland 
just  before  a  great  event  in  the  life  of  Europe — 
before  the  final  decisive  phase  of  the  Conference  on 
Security  and  Cooperation.  Indeed,  it  is  of  symptoma- 
tic significance. 

It  was  Poland  that  some  years  ago  put  forward  the 
idea  of  such  a  meeting  and,  jointly  with  her  allies 
in  the  political  and  defensive  Warsaw  treaty, 
launched  an  initiative  to  convene  it. 

These  days,  we  are  about  to  leave  for  Helsinki  to 
approve  and  sign  the  decisions  of  the  Conference 
which  is  the  common  achievement  and  success  of 
all  the  participating  states  of  our  continent,  of  the 
United  States,  and  Canada.  The  decisions  of  the 
Conference  shall  be  of  paramount  importance  for  the 
consolidation  of  peace  in  Europe,  which  rests  on  the 
foundation  of  the  inviolability  of  the  political  and 
territorial  order  established  as  a  result  of  the  victory 
of  nations  over  Nazism,  of  the  historic  Potsdam  deci- 
sions, and  postwar  development. 

The  guiding  idea  of  those  decisions  is  strengthen- 
ing of  the  feeling  of  security  and  development  of 
international  cooperation  embracing  all  fields  of  life. 

Europe  has  had  a  long  and  stormy  history  in 
which  peaceful  development  interwove  with  acute 
conflicts  and  conquests  of  other  continents.  The  two 
World  Wars  were  unleashed  on  its  territory.  Today, 
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both  an  historic  necessity  and  an  invaluable  chance 
have  emerged  to  establish  lasting  peace  and  make 
an  active  contribution  of  the  whole  of  Europe  to 
constructing  universal  peace. 

That  task  lies  in  the  vital  and  supreme  interest  of 
all  European  nations.  Each  of  them  can  and  should 
make  its  own  contribution  to  the  cause  of  peace  and 
cooperation. 

A  particular  role  in  this  regard  is  played  by  our 
ally,  the  Soviet  Union.  Whereas  30  years  ago  it 
carried  the  heaviest  burden  of  struggle  against 
Nazism,  today  it  spares  no  effort  to  promote  devel- 
opment of  the  process  of  detente  and  consolidate 
international  security. 

Likewise,  the  contribution  of  the  United  States  is 
of  great  importance.  Your  country,  Mr.  President, 
lent  its  assistance  to  the  peoples  of  Europe  in  their 
struggle  against  forces  of  aggression  and  barbarity. 
Today  it  can  do  much  for  the  establishment  of  last- 
ing peace  on  our  continent. 

We  are  fully  appreciative  of  the  engagement  of 
the  American  Government  in  securing  the  success  of 
the  European  Conference.  We  are  aware  of  the  great 
weight  of  cooperation  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  the 
United  States  to  save  mankind  from  a  new  world 
war,  to  successfully  shape  the  international  situation. 

We  rejoice  at  the  constructive  dialog  between  you, 
Mr.  President,  and  the  General  Secretary  of  the  Cen- 
tral Committee  of  the  Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  Mr.  Leonid  Brezhnev. 

A  turn  for  detente  represents  an  outstanding 
beneficial  change  for  all  nations  in  their  international 
relations.  It  is  with  the  later  process,  with  its  perma- 
nent continuation,  that  we  link  our  great  hopes  and 
growing  optimism  for  the  future  of  Europe  and  the 
world  at  large. 

We  also  link  it,  Mr.  President,  with  our  plans  for 
the  further  dynamic  development  of  Poland,  the 
implementation  of  which  requires  peace  and  broader 
cooperation — notably  in  the  economic  field — with 
other  countries. 

Mr.  President,  the  people  of  Poland  have  had  a 
long  and  very  difficult  history.  Over  the  last  two 
centuries,  its  chapters  have  been  covered  with  heroic 
struggle  for  the  right  to  independent  existence. 

In  World  War  II,  in  which  you  too  served,  sir, 
showing  your  patriotism  and  battlefield  gallantry,  we 
lost  over  6  million  citizens  and  over  40  percent  of 
our  national  property.  It  has  been  through  the  self- 
sacrificial  toil  of  our  own  people  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  our  unfailing  friends,  above  all,  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  that  we  raised  this  country  from  ruins  and 
have  created  for  Poland  a  chance  for  lasting  security 
development  and  social  progress. 

Within  her  just  and  inviolable  frontiers,  linked  as 
she  is  by  the  unbreakable  alliance  with  her  Socialist 


friends,  Poland  is  looking  forward  to  the  future  with 
confidence  and  optimism. 

We  would  sincerely  wish  that  our  nation,  so  often 
harassed  by  wars  and  so  many  a  time  having  to  start 
life  anew,  could  enjoy  the  blessings  of  a  period  of 
lasting  peace.  That  is  precisely  what  the  Polish  Peo- 
ple's Republic  views  as  her  supreme  objective  of  her 
activities  in  the  international  forum. 

My  country  has  made  its  important  contribution 
to  creating  genuine  conditions  of  security  in  Europe 
and  to  strengthening  Europe's  peaceful  order.  It  con- 
tributed and  continues  to  contribute  its  share  to  the 
process  of  international  detente.  Therefore,  it  is  with 
particular  satisfaction  that  we  shall  welcome  the 
Helsinki  charter  of  European  peace  and  shall  actively 
pursue  the  implementation  of  its  principles. 

Mr.  President,  our  common  desire  is  the  further 
expansion  of  Polish-American  relations.  We  assess 
favorably  their  present  state  and  dynamic  growth. 

The  decisions  and  agreements  which  we  arrived 
at  in  Washington  last  year  have  laid  down  good 
grounds  for  expansion  of  cooperation  between  our 
two  countries,  especially  in  the  economic  field.  We 
regard  it  as  a  valuable  element  of  the  development 
of  our  own  country,  and  we  trust  it  is  likewise  bene- 
ficial to  the  United  States.  Thus,  there  exists  favor- 
able circumstances  to  go  still  further  in  its  program- 
ing in  the  future. 

Mr.  President,  in  1976  the  United  States  will  ob- 
serve its  Bicentennial.  A  significant  contribution  to 
the  making  and  growth  of  the  United  States  has 
been  made  by  Poles.  The  memory  of  our  two  peoples 
is  well  aligned  with  dignified  figures  of  Kosciuszko 
and  Pulaski,  who  fought  for  the  independence  of 
both  Poland  and  the  United  States. 

In  later  times,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Poles  who 
emigrated  in  search  for  their  work  and  bread  par- 
ticipated in  laying  the  foundations  of  the  American 
economic  potential.  Numerous  Polish  names  have 
permanently  entered  the  history  of  American  sciences 
and  culture. 

Today,  millions  of  Americans  of  Polish  extraction, 
as  good  citizens  of  the  United  States,  work  for  its 
development  and  also  maintain  their  emotional  ties 
with  the  country  of  their  forefathers. 

We  take  great  satisfaction  that  ever  more  fre- 
quently they  visit  Poland  and  take  pride  in  her 
accomplishments.  They  are  surely  glad  with  the  pres- 
ent development  of  Polish-American  relations,  which 
you,  Mr.  President,  promote  with  all  your  heart  and 
determination. 

I  wish  to  raise  this  toast  to  your  good  health,  Mr. 
President,  to  the  good  health  of  Mrs.  Ford,  to  the 
good  health  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  good 
health  of  all  persons  accompanying  you,  for  the  fur- 
ther successful  development  of  Polish -American  rela- 
tions, to  the  success  of  the  Helsinki  Conference,  to 
the  successes  in  consolidating  detente  and  peace. 


1060 


July  28  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1975  [450] 

450 

Joint  Statement  Following  Talks  With  First  Secretary 
Gierek  of  Poland.     July  28,  1973 

AS  A  result  of  the  conversations  held  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  Gerald  R.  Ford,  and  the  First  Secretary  of  the  Central  Committee  of 
the  Polish  United  Workers'  Party,  Edward  Gierek,  both  sides  agreed  to  the 
following  Joint  Statement. 

I. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  First  Secretary  of  the 
Central  Committee  of  the  Polish  United  Workers'  Party  reaffirm  their  deter- 
mination to  make  their  contribution  to  the  consolidation  of  detente,  to  the 
strengthening  of  international  security,  and  to  the  development  of  bilateral 
relations  to  their  mutual  advantage,  as  defined  in  the  course  of  their  previous 
meetings  and  in  accordance  with  the  Joint  Statement  of  Principles  of  United 
States-Polish  Relations  of  1974,  as  well  as  other  agreements  concluded  by  the 
two  countries  in  recent  years. 

The  President  and  the  First  Secretary  welcome  with  satisfaction  the  convoca- 
tion of  the  final  stage  of  the  Conference  on  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe 
on  July  30th  of  this  year  in  Helsinki.  Both  sides  consider  the  convocation  of  the 
Conference  a  positive  contribution  to  the  continuing  process  of  international 
detente  and  express  their  hope  that  it  will  be  regarded  as  an  historic  event. 

Both  sides  expressed  their  will  to  do  all  they  can  so  that  the  results  of  the  Con- 
ference on  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe,  contained  in  the  final  document, 
become  a  genuine  and  strong  stimulus  for  positively  shaping  relations  among 
the  participant  states.  They  expressed  their  confidence  that  the  implementation 
of  the  decisions  by  all  the  participants  of  the  Conference  would  contribute  to 
the  further  strengthening  of  peace  in  Europe  and  developing  ever  broader,  all- 
round  cooperation  among  them.  Both  sides  are  in  full  agreement  that  security 
in  Europe  is  indivisible  and  that  it  remains  closely  linked  with  peace  and  security 
in  the  world  as  a  whole. 

Both  sides  note  that  the  Conference  on  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe 
will  be  followed  up  by  future  meetings  at  the  level  of  representatives  appointed 
by  the  ministers  for  foreign  affairs  of  participant  states. 

In  the  course  of  their  exchange  of  views,  both  sides  fully  agreed  that  efforts 
to  strengthen  political  detente  in  Europe  should  be  supplemented  by  a  process 
of  military  detente.  In  this  context,  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Polish 
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People's  Republic  attach  significant  importance  to  the  Vienna  talks  on  the 
Mutual  Reduction  of  Armed  Forces  and  Armament  in  Central  Europe  and 
Associated  Measures  and  expressed  their  will  to  achieve  progress  in  these  talks. 

The  Polish  side  expressed  its  full  support  for  the  dialogue  and  development  of 
relations  betvv^een  the  USA  and  the  USSR — the  tv^o  states  w^hich  bear  special 
responsibility  for  w^orld  peace.  The  Polish  side  voiced  its  belief  that  in  particular 
the  talks  and  the  agreements  concerning  strategic  arms  limitation  strengthen 
world  peace  and  provide  a  sound  basis  for  further  limitations  and  reduction  of 
strategic  arms. 

Both  sides  presented  their  respective  views  on  the  effectiveness  of  the  Treaty 
on  Non-Proliferation  of  Nuclear  Weapons  and  were  in  agreement  as  to  the 
fundamental  importance  of  the  Treaty  for  preventing  the  danger  of  prolifera- 
tion of  these  weapons. 

They  also  considered  that  the  Conference  on  the  Law  of  the  Sea  was  very 
important  for  all  countries  of  the  world.  Both  sides  expressed  themselves  in  favor 
of  making  all  possible  efforts  to  bring  this  Conference  to  a  successful  conclusion 
next  year,  keeping  in  mind  the  just  interests  of  all  states. 

They  also  reviewed  matters  related  to  the  growing  need  to  develop  coopera- 
tion among  states,  notably  in  the  field  of  raw  materials,  energy,  and  food.  They 
reaffirmed  their  will  to  act,  each  side  according  to  its  own  possibilities  and 
priorities,  toward  alleviating  and  solving  the  existing  problems.  The  two  sides 
agreed  that  as  a  result  of  their  bilateral  cooperation  in  selected  fields  of  energy, 
they  can  considerably  contribute  to  the  solution  of  these  problems  to  the  benefit 
of  their  own  and  other  peoples. 

The  President  and  the  First  Secretary  expressed  themselves  in  favor  of  con- 
tinuing, on  all  levels,  efforts  to  promote  international  economic  cooperation  and 
to  remove  barriers  and  obstacles. 

Both  sides  intend  to  work  toward  broadening  international  scientific  coopera- 
tion. In  this  respect,  the  Polish  side  pointed  to  the  significance  of  the  Apollo- 
Soyuz  program,  seeing  in  it  a  symbol  of  the  opportunities  arising  from  joint  ef- 
forts of  nations  for  the  good  of  all  mankind  in  the  era  of  international  detente. 

The  President  and  the  First  Secretary  confirmed  their  support  for  the  United 
Nations  and  for  the  objectives  and  principles  set  out  in  its  Charter. 

The  two  sides  reaffirmed  the  usefulness  of  their  contacts  and  consultations  to 
date  and  reaffirm  their  readiness  to  continue  them  on  various  levels  and  in 
various  forums. 
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II. 

During  the  talks,  the  President  and  the  First  Secretary  reviewed  US-Pohsh 
bilateral  relations,  noting  with  satisfaction  the  progress  achieved,  which  corre- 
sponds to  the  interests  of  both  nations  and  is  in  conformity  with  the  long  and 
rich  traditions  linking  the  peoples  of  the  United  States  and  Poland. 

The  two  sides  were  unanimous  in  their  judgment  that  the  Statements  signed 
on  October  8,  1974,  during  the  visit  of  the  First  Secretary  of  the  Central  Com- 
mittee of  the  Polish  United  Workers'  Party,  Edward  Gierek,  to  the  United 
States,  constitute  a  solid  foundation  for  the  further  strengthening  of  peaceful  and 
friendly  cooperation  between  the  United  States  and  Poland  and  they  were  happy 
to  note  the  successful  implementation  of  the  respective  economic  agreements. 

Attaching  particular  weight  to  the  growth  of  trade  exchanges,  both  leaders 
considered  a  further  substantial  increase  in  trade  turnover  between  their  two 
countries  to  be  a  feasible,  realistic,  and  desirable  goal.  Both  sides  expressed  their 
intention  to  act  jointly  in  removing  difficulties  that  may  arise.  They  will  lend 
particular  support  in  this  respect  to  the  activities  of  the  Joint  US-Polish  Trade 
Commission. 

Both  sides  noted  the  further  successful  development  of  financial  cooperation 
between  the  two  countries  and  recognized  its  impact  on  the  pace  and  scope  of 
industrial  co-production.  They  are  resolved  to  encourage  further  cooperation 
between  the  firms  and  enterprises  of  both  sides. 

Emphasizing  the  great  role  of  scientific  and  technical  cooperation,  both  sides 
appraised  positively  the  work  done  so  far  in  putting  into  effect  the  Agreement 
on  Funding  of  Cooperation  in  Science  and  Technology.  They  also  expressed 
their  support  for  its  further  expansion,  especially  in  such  fields  as  coal  mining 
and  coal  processing,  the  protection  of  the  environment,  and  transportation. 

The  two  leaders  also  attached  importance  to  the  longstanding  tradition  of  co- 
operation in  the  field  of  health  protection,  drugs,  and  biological  materials. 
Under  the  program,  joint  research  will  be  continued,  including  such  fields  as 
oncology,  health  problems  related  to  food  and  drugs,  and  planning,  delivery, 
and  evaluation  of  health  services,  especially  those  to  mothers  and  children. 

The  two  sides  believe  that  there  exist  broad  possibihties  that  the  traditional 
field  of  cooperation  between  both  countries — trade  in  agricultural  products — be 
broadened  and  supplemented  by  scientific  and  technical  cooperation  in  agricul- 
ture, particularly  in  stockbreeding,  production  of  fodders,  technology  of  food 
preservation,  and  production  of  high-quality  varieties  of  protein. 

Mindful  of  the  importance  of  the  rational  use  of  the  food  resources  of  the 
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oceans,  both  sides  will  continue  to  cooperate  in  the  field  of  fishing  and  maritime 
economy. 

In  seeking  to  broaden  relations  and  contacts  between  the  peoples  of  the 
United  States  and  Poland,  both  sides  shall  continue  to  encourage  tourism  be- 
tween them.  They  expressed  their  interest  in  further  facilitating  and  developing 
air  transportation  between  the  two  countries. 

Both  sides  will  encourage  and  facilitate  all  exchanges  of  people  between  the 
two  nations  in  order  that  they  may  contribute  to  broader  relations  and  better 
understanding.  They  will  continue  to  promote  cultural  exchanges  and  will  en- 
courage further  contacts  and  cooperation  between  civic,  scientific,  sports",  and 
youth  organizations,  as  well  as  between  cities  of  both  countries. 

Both  sides  stressed  the  significance  of  historical  traditions  for  the  strengthen- 
ing of  friendship  between  the  two  nations.  They  pointed  to  the  positive  role 
played  by  Americans  of  Polish  extraction  in  the  enrichment  of  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  Poland. 

Both  sides  agreed  that,  in  the  spirit  of  the  traditional  friendship  between 
the  two  nations,  they  will  continue  their  efforts  to  solve  humanitarian  problems 
affecting  their  citizens. 

III. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  First  Secretary  of  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  Polish  United  Workers'  Party  expressed  their  profound  satis- 
faction with  the  conversations  they  held  and  voiced  their  conviction  that  the 
results  of  these  talks  will  be  of  great  significance  for  further  American-Polish 
cooperation. 

Warsaw,  July  28,  1975 
Gerald  Ford 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America 

Edward  Gierek 
First  Secretary  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Polish  United  Workers'  Party 

note:  The  joint  statement  was  signed  in  a  ceremony  at  the  Parliament  Building  in  Warsaw  following  a 
meeting  between  the  President  and  the  First  Secretary. 
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Toast  at  a  Dinner  in  Warsaw  Honoring  First  Secretary 
Gierek  of  Poland.     July  28,  1975 

Mr,  First  Secretary,  Mr,  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  State,  and  Prime  Minister, 
and  your  lovely  wives,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

It  is  a  very  great  privilege  and  pleasure  for  me — and  in  absentia,  unfortu- 
nately, Mrs.  Ford — to  tender  this  dinner  to  you  in  Warsaw^  and  to  be  With  you, 
Mr.  First  Secretary,  and  your  w^ife,  and  your  other  top  officials  and  your  other 
guests. 

As  I  indicated  this  afternoon  and  early  this  morning,  we  have  enjoyed 
renew^ing  our  acquaintance  and  friendship  with  you  and  Mrs.  Gierek. 

Mr.  First  Secretary,  the  United  States  is  about  to  enter — in  part  it  has  en- 
tered— its  200th  year  of  independence.  Pohsh-American  ties  are  even  older. 

In  the  late  1500's,  200  years  before  Kosciuszko  arrived  to  offer  his  services  to 
George  Washington  in  the  American  Revolution,  a  Polish  poet  evoked  an 
eloquent  vision  of  the  new  world:  "Happy  isles,  heroic  land  of  bliss;  Known  to 
our  country  long  ere  this." 

Thus,  even  before  our  two  people  were  united  by  the  cause  of  American 
liberty,  a  Polish-American  affinity  existed.  During  the  200-year  history  of  the 
United  States,  millions  of  your  countrymen  have  come  to  our  shores  to  add 
Polish  energy  and  Polish  genius  to  the  mainstream  of  American  life. 

As  in  Washington  last  October,  Mr.  First  Secretary,  we  have  today  had  very 
worthwhile  discussions.  In  Washington,  I  said  that  I  wanted  to  expand  our 
relationship  in  a  broader  effort  to  improve  world  relations. 

It  is,  therefore,  extremely  fitting  that  we  meet  again  in  Helsinki  very  soon 
as  participants  in  the  Conference  on  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe.  What 
we  do  at  Helsinki  should  contribute  to  an  improvement  in  international 
relations. 

The  further  development  of  Polish- American  ties  and  cooperation  can  point 
the  way  for  many,  many  other  countries,  just  as  our  determination  to  improve 
our  relations  helps  to  achieve  a  further  relaxation  of  tensions  in  Europe  and 
throughout  the  world. 

Mr.  First  Secretary,  I  raise  my  glass  to  you  and  to  your  colleagues  and  to  the 
Polish  people  who  have  sacrificed  so  much  in  their  struggle  for  a  better  and  a 
freer  world. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:53  p.m.  at  Wilanow  Palace. 
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Remarks  in  Krakow  at  the  Pediatric  Institute  of  the  Nicholas 
Copernicus  Medical  Academy.     July  29,  1975 

Your  Honor,  the  members  of  the  faculty,  the  members  of  the  staff,  and  those 
that  are  being  cared  for  here,  and  the  young  people  that  we  all  have  a  very  great 
interest  in: 

May  I  thank  you  for  your  very  warm  welcome  and  the  honors  that  you  have 
given  me  on  this  occasion.  I  accept  the  warm  welcome  and  the  honors,  not 
only  for  myself  but  on  behalf  of  the  American  people.  It  is  the  American  people, 
their  Congress,  their  President,  who  have  great  dedication  to  the  children's 
clinic,  which  is  600  years  old  when  we  are  only  200  years  old. 

It  is  the  feeling  of  the  American  people  that  if  we  can  contribute  our  skill 
and  our  experience  and  our  funds  to  help  improve  the  health  and  the  future  of 
young  people,  that  it  is  the  best  expression  we  can  make  as  an  illustration  of 
the  close  friendship  between  the  Polish  people  and  the  American  people. 

Young  people  are  the  prized  possession  of  all  people.  We  love  young  Polish 
people,  as  I  am  sure  you  love  young  American  people. 

I  thank  you  for  the  opportunity  of  being  here  and  the  honors  that  you  have 
given  me  and  my  people. 

YPhe  President  spo\€  at  10:47  a.m.  Following  a  tour  of  the  Institute,  he  made  the  following 
remarks  at  11:02  a.m.,  before  departing:^ 

Let  me  thank  all  of  you  for  the  very  warm  welcome  and  the  opportunity  to 
see  the  wonderful  work  that  you  are  doing  for  children.  It  makes  me  feel  very 
good,  as  an  American,  that  we  have  made  a  contribution  to  this  wonderful 
facility,  and  I  will  report  to  my  fellow  Americans  that  they  have  made  a  valua- 
ble contribution  to  the  good  health  and  the  improvement  of  Polish  children. 

May  I  say  that  this  kind  of  exchange  in  science  and  health  is  the  best  way 
to  make  sure  and  certain  of  a  greater  and  greater  friendship  between  the  Polish 
and  the  American  people. 

Thank  you  very  much. 
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Remarks  at  Market  Square  in  Krakow. 
]uly  29,  1973 

Mr.  Mayor,  Mr,  First  Secretary,  and  your  distinguished  colleagues  in  govern- 
ment,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

It  is  a  great  experience  and  a  wonderful  opportunity  for  me  to  be  in  Krakow, 
and  I  thank  you  very,  very  much  for  the  warm,  warm  welcome. 

May  I  express  my  appreciation  also  for  some  of  my  good  countrymen  who 
are  here,  such  as  friends  from  home  and  elsewhere. 

But  after  the  wonderful  warmth  of  the  reception  that  you  have  given  me, 
I  know  why  millions  and  millions  of  Americans  of  Polish  extraction  are  so  very 
proud  of  their  heritage  from  this  great  country. 

This  ancient  square  is  surely  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the  world.  It  is  filled 
with  some  of  the  finest  creations  of  PoHsh  architects  and  artists,  with  the  memory 
of  so  many  great  moments  in  Polish  history.  Americans  honor,  of  course.  Gen- 
eral Kosciuszko  as  a  hero  of  America's  war  for  independence  and  America's 
war  for  liberty. 

I  am  standing  only  a  very  few  feet  from  the  plaque  marking  where  he  stood 
and  took  his  famous  oath  to  fight  to  regain  the  independence  of  Poland  and 
the  freedom  of  all  Poles.  I  am  proud — very,  very  proud — to  be  with  you  here 
at  this  place  so  rich  in  Polish  history  and  so  closely  associated  with  a  Polish  hero 
of  our  struggle  for  independence. 

I  have  come  to  Krakow  to  see  both  the  monuments  of  your  great  past  and 
your  modern  achievements.  And  I  congratulate  you  for  your  creativity.  I  know 
also  that  you  have  a  great  university  in  your  wonderful  city,  and  I  am  de- 
lighted to  see  some  of  my  friends  from  home  here  benefiting  from  the  oppor- 
tunities in  this  great  university. 

In  this  city,  the  ties  of  friendship  are  strong  between  our  two  countries.  We 
welcome  the  rapid  increase  in  trade  between  our  two  nations  and  the  growing 
number  of  travelers  in  both  directions.  And  I  particularly  welcome  people  from 
your  country  to  come  to  America,  particularly  during  our  Bicentennial,  which 
is  our  200th  anniversary  in  the  United  States. 

In  my  first  meetings  in  Washington  with  First  Secretary  Gierek  and  my 
meetings  with  Secretary  Gierek  here  on  this  occasion,  my  visit  to  Poland,  we 
have  reviewed  with  great  satisfaction  and  with  great  progress  and  great  im- 
provement the  better  relationships  between  the  United  States  and  Poland.  And 
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this  improvement,  this  betterment,  has  expanded  on  a  year-by-year  basis,  and 
I  know  that  it  will  get  better  and  better  in  the  future. 

Secretary  Gierek  and  myself  have  fully  agreed  on  the  desirability  of  fur- 
thering the  progress— this  broad  progress— for  the  mutual  benefit  of  American 
and  Polish  peoples  in  the  coming  decades. 

Your  welcome  here  today  in  this  great  historic  city  and  all  of  the  heartwarm- 
ing Polish  hospitality,  of  which  I  have  heard  so  much,  are  symbolic  of  the 
rapport  and  the  deep  affection  between  our  peoples. 

I  have  unlimited  faith  in  a  future  that  will  see  our  relations  continue  to  im- 
prove and  to  grow. 

Niech  zyje  Pols\a!  [Long  live  Poland!] 

note:   The  President  spoke  at   11:56   a.m.  In  his  ident  attended  a  luncheon  at  Wawel  Castle,  hosted 

opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  President  of  the  City  by    Chairman    of    the    Council    of    Ministers    Piotr 

Jerzy  Pekala.  Jaroszewicz. 
Following  his  visit  to  the  Market  Square,  the  Pres- 

454 

Joint  Communique  Following  Talks  With  Polish  Leaders. 

July  29,  1915 

1.  The  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Gerald  R.  Ford,  and  Mrs. 
Ford  made  an  official  visit  to  Poland  July  28-29,  1975,  at  the  invitation  of 
the  First  Secretary  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Polish  United  Workers' 
Party,  Edv^ard  Gierek,  issued  on  behalf  of  the  highest  authorities  of  the  Polish 
People's  Republic.  The  President  v^as  accompanied  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  Assistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security  Affairs,  Henry  A.  Kissinger. 

2.  During  the  visit,  the  President  held  talks  v^ith  First  Secretary  Gierek. 

3.  Plenary  talks  v^ere  also  held  w^ith  the  participation  of: 

From  the  American  side:  The  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
Gerald  R.  Ford;  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Assistant  to  the  President  for 
National  Security  Affairs,  Henry  A.  Kissinger;  Ambassador  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Warsav^  Richard  T  Davies;  Deputy  Assistant  to  the  Pres- 
ident Lt.  Gen.  Brent  Scowcroft;  Counselor  of  the  Department  of  State  Helmut 
Sonnenfeldt;  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  European  Affairs  Arthur  A. 
Hartman;  Senior  Staff  Member  of  the  National  Security  Council  A.  Denis 
Clift,  and  Director  Nicholas  G.  Andrevi^s  of  the  Office  of  Eastern  European 
Affairs  of  the  Department  of  State. 
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From  the  Polish  side:  The  First  Secretary  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
Polish  United  Workers'  Party,  Edward  Gierek;  the  Chairman  of  the  Council 
of  State,  Henryk  Jablonski;  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  Ministers,  Piotr 
Jaroszewicz;  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Stefan  Olszowski,  Member  of  the 
Secretariat  and  Head  of  the  Foreign  Department  of  the  Central  Committee  of 
the  Polish  United  Workers'  Party  Ryszard  Frelek;  Director  of  the  Chancellery 
of  the  Secretariat  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Polish  United  Workers' 
Party  Jerzy  Waszczuk;  First  Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Planning  Commission 
of  the  Council  of  Ministers  Kazimierz  Secomski;  Undersecretary  of  State  in 
the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  Romuald  Spasowski;  Undersecretary  of  State 
in  the  Office  of  the  Council  of  Ministers  and  press  spokesman  of  the  Govern- 
ment Wlodzimierz  Janiurek;  Ambassador  of  the  Polish  People's  Republic  in 
Washington  Witold  Trampczynski ;  Director  of  Department  in  the  Ministry 
of  Foreign  Affairs  Jan  Kinast. 

4.  The  Secretary  of  State  and  Assistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs,  Henry  A.  Kissinger,  held  talks  with  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  Stefan 
Olszowski. 

5.  President  Ford  and  the  persons  accompanying  him  viewed  Warsaw  and 
acquainted  themselves  with  its  reconstruction  and  development.  The  President 
of  the  City,  Jerzy  Majowski,  accompanied  them. 

6.  On  the  second  day  of  the  visit  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America 
went  to  Oswiecim  (Auschwitz),  where  he  laid  a  wreath  at  the  International 
Monument  and  signed  the  Memorial  Book. 

7.  President  Ford  visited  Krakow.  He  was  greeted  in  the  central  marketplace 
by  the  President  of  the  City  of  Krakow,  Jerzy  Pekala.  The  President  of  the 
United  States  made  a  short  speech  to  the  assembled  citizens.  The  President  also 
visited  the  American  Children's  Hospital  in  Poland,  at  Prokocim  near  Krakow, 
which  was  built  with  the  support  of  American  funds. 

8.  The  discussions  and  meetings  which  were  held  between  the  President  and 
the  First  Secretary  and  their  advisers  took  place  in  a  friendly  and  constructive 
atmosphere  and  were  characterized  by  mutual  striving  further  to  develop  and 
strengthen  relations  between  the  United  States  and  Poland.  They  reviewed  U.S.- 
Polish relations  and  discussed  international  matters  of  mutual  interest. 

9.  As  a  result  of  their  talks,  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
Gerald  R.  Ford,  and  the  First  Secretary  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Polish 
United  Workers'  Party,  Edward  Gierek,  signed  a  Joint  Statement  on  July  28. 

10.  President  and  Mrs.  Ford  expressed  their  gratitude  to  First  Secretary  and 
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Mrs.  Gierek  for  the  cordial  hospitality  arranged  for  them.  They  were  grateful 
to  all  the  Poles  who  gave  them  such  a  warm  reception,  traditional  in  Poland. 

11.  The  President  and  the  First  Secretary  expressed  their  conviction  and 
desire  for  future  visits  at  the  highest  level  between  the  leaders  of  the  two  coun- 
tries which  would  strengthen  the  U.S.-Polish  relations  still  more.  It  was  agreed 
that  specific  arrangements  would  be  made  through  diplomatic  channels. 

12.  Warsaw,  July  29, 1975. 

Gerald  Ford 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America 

Edward  Gierek 
First  Secretary  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Polish  United  Workers'  Party 

note:  The  text  of  the  joint  communique  was  released  at  Krakow,  Poland. 
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Remarks  on  Arrival  at  Helsinki,  Finland. 
July  29,  1975 

President  KeWonen,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Mrs.  Ford  and  our  son  Jack  join  me  in  expressing  our  very  great  pleasure  in 
being  in  Finland  on  this  occasion.  I  extend  to  the  Finnish  Government  and  to 
the  Finnish  people  the  warm  friendship  and  the  warm  admiration  of  the  United 
States  and  all  Americans. 

Finland  is  a  most  appropriate  host  for  this  final  stage  of  the  Conference  on 
Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe.  I  join  the  other  participants  so  that  to- 
gether we  will  take  another  step  in  the  building  of  a  peaceful,  cooperative,  and 
mutually  beneficial  relationship  among  all  of  the  countries  of  Europe. 

This  meeting  in  Helsinki  can  give  new  impetus  to  the  process  of  detente. 
The  provisions  of  the  document  we  will  sign  must  be  translated  into  policies 
and  action  by  the  participating  states  if  we  are  to  realize  the  promises  of  greater 
security  and  cooperation  in  Europe. 

The  United  States  will  participate  fully  in  this  process.  American  security 
and  well-being  are  tied  to  the  security  and  to  the  stability  of  Europe. 

While  our  agenda  for  the  next  few  days  will  be  full,  Mr.  President,  I  look 
forward  with  pleasure  to  seeing  you  and  enjoying  the  renowned  hospitality  of 
Helsinki  and  Finland. 

Thank  you  very  much. 
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note:  The  President  spoke  at  6:18  p.m.  at  Seutula  Later  that  evening,  the  President  paid  a  courtesy 

Airport  in  response  to  remarks  of  welcome  by  Finn-       call  on  President  Kekkonen  at  the  President's  Palace.- 
ish  President  Urho  Kekkonen. 


456 

Exchange  With  Reporters  in  Helsinki  Following  a  Meeting 
With  General  Secretary  L.  I.  Brezhnev  of  the  Soviet  Union. 
July  30,  1975 

Reporter.  Mr.  Secretary,  what  were  your  talks  about  ? 

The  General  Secretary.  Our  relations  with  America.  You  know,  we  have 
different  kinds  of  relations — commercial,  political.  We  centered  our  attention  on 
the  questions  of  strategic  disarmament.  We  had  very  little  time,  so  we  had  not 
enough  time  to  finish  the  talks.  On  the  whole,  our  talks  took  place  in  a  business- 
like, friendly  atmosphere. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  were  you  talking  with  the  General  Secretary  ? 

The  President.  I  felt  the  bilateral  discussions,  the  discussions  concerning 
strategic  arms  limitation,  the  total  atmosphere,  was  very  constructive.  It  was  busi- 
nesslike, very  friendly,  and  I  am  sure  that  when  we  meet  again  on  Saturday, 
further  progress  will  materialize. 

Q.  Mr.  General  Secretary,  you  seem  to  be  in  an  unusually  good  mood.  Are 
you  pleased  to  see  the  Security  Conference  beginning  today } 

The  General  Secretary.  What  do  you  think  ? 

Q.  What  do  you  think  this  Conference  will  accomplish  for  the  world  .-^ 

The  General  Secretary.  What  would  you  like  it  to  accomplish,  madam? 

Q.  I  asked  you  the  question.  It  is  not  fair  to  turn  the  question  around. 

The  General  Secretary.  I  want  peace  and  tranquillity  to  reign  in  Europe.  I 
want  all  the  nations  of  Europe  to  live  at  peace  with  each  other,  not  to  interfere 
in  each  other's  domestic  affairs  where  the  sovereignty  of  each  nation  of  Europe  is 
assured.  Is  that  a  little  achievement  ? 

Q.  You  think  there  will  be  no  interference  with  borders  after  this  ? 

The  General  Secretary.  I  think  so,  yes. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  are  you  wanting  from  this  Helsinki  Conference  ? 

The  President.  I  believe  that  the  peace  in  Europe  will  be  enhanced.  I  believe 
that  the  overall  peace  of  the  world  will  be  encouraged  and  broadened,  and  it  is 
my  judgment  that  progress  will  be  the  net  result. 

Reporter.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 
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note:  The  exchange  began  at  1 1 :40  a.m.  at  the  U.S. 
Embassy  Residence.  General  Secretary  Brezhnev 
spoke  in  Russian,  and  his  remarks  were  translated 
by  an  interpreter. 

Earlier,  the  President  had  held  a  breakfast  meeting 
with  Prime  Minister  Harold  Wilson  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 


During  the  course  of  the  day,  the  President  at- 
tended the  morning  and  afternoon  sessions  of  the 
Conference  on  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe, 
held  a  luncheon  meeting  with  Prime  Minister  Con- 
stantine  Caramanlis  of  Greece,  and  attended  a  dinner 
hosted  by  President  Kekkonen  for  heads  of  delega- 
tion attending  the  Conference. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  in  Helsinki  Following  a  Meeting  With 
Prime  Minister  Siileyman  Demirel  of  Turkey.     July  31,  1973 

The  Prime  Minister.  We  have  reviewed  our  relations  Wixh  the  United  States, 
Turkish-United  States  relations,  and  as  far  as  Turkey  is  concerned,  these  rela- 
tions are  very  valuable  and  wt  will  do  our  best  not  to  spoil  these  relations. 

The  President.  Let  me  reemphasize  that  I  will  continue  my  efforts  to  remove 
any  roadblocks  between  the  United  States  and  Turkey,  because  we  feel  good 
relations  with  Turkey  are  of  utmost  importance  to  Turkey  and  the  United 
States  and  to  the  free  world,  to  the  world  as  a  whole. 

Reporter.  What  are  the  possibilities  of  keeping  the  monitoring  equipment 
going  in  the  bases  in  Turkey,  the  American  radio? 

The  Prime  Minister.  For  the  time  being,  we  have  stopped  the  activities,  as 
you  know. 

Q.  What  are  the  possibilities  of  starting  them  again  ? 

The  Prime  Minister.  We  will  see. 

Q.  What  does  it  depend  upon  ? 

The  Prime  Minister.  I  cannot  tell  you  right  now. 

The  President.  Good  luck  this  morning. 

Reporter.  Thank  you,  sir. 


note:  The  exchange  began  at  9:15  a.m.  at  the  U.S. 
Embassy  Residence. 

During  the  course  of  the  day,  the  President  at- 
tended the  morning  and  afternoon  sessions  of  the 
Conference,  and  he  held  a  luncheon  meeting  with 
Prime  Minister  Harold  Wilson  of  the  United  King- 


dom, Chancellor  Helmut  Schmidt  of  the  Federal 
Republic  of  Germany,  and  President  Valery  Giscard 
d'Estaing  of  France. 

In  the  evening  the  President  attended  a  reception 
hosted  by  Prime  Minister  Keijo  Liinamaa  for  dele- 
gates to  the  Conference. 
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Letter  Accepting  the  Resignation  of  Arthur  F.  Sampson, 
Administrator  of  General  Services.     July  31,  1975 


Dear  Art: 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  July  28,  and  it  is  w^ith  sincere  gratitude  for  your 
many  years  of  dedicated  public  service  that  I  accept  your  resignation  as  Admin- 
istrator of  the  General  Services  Administration,  effective  October  15,  1975,  as 
you  requested. 

Throughout  your  six  years  at  G.S.A. — and  before  that  as  an  exceptionally  able 
assistant  to  two  governors  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania — you  have  fulfilled  your 
challenging  leadership  responsibilities  w^ith  skill  and  distinction.  Better  than 
most,  you  know  that  your  assignments  as  Administrator  have  never  been  any- 
thing but  demanding  and  difficult.  Yet  I  have  had  the  utmost  confidence  in  both 
your  ability  and  your  determination  to  carry  on  each  of  your  tasks  in  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  Nation.  You  have  worked  tirelessly  to  build  at  G.S.A.  an  institu- 
tional reputation  for  productivity  and  effectiveness,  and  I  commend  you  for  the 
outstanding  record  of  achievement  which  is  the  result. 

Now  as  you  prepare  to  return  to  private  life,  I  hope  you  will  always  look  back 
on  this  time  of  public  service  with  the  fullest  measure  of  satisfaction  and  pride. 
You  may  be  sure  you  take  with  you  my  warmest  good  wishes  for  every  future 
success  and  happiness. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 


note:  Mr.  Sampson's  letter  of  resignation  read  as 
follows: 

Dear  Mr.  President: 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  submit  my  resigna- 
tion as  Administrator  of  the  General  Services  Ad- 
ministration effective  October  15,  1975.  I  had 
planned  to  stay  in  government  until  the  latter  part 
of  1976  but  circumstances  are  such  that  I  am  ad- 
vancing my  schedule  by  a  year. 

I  leave  with  a  great  deal  of  sadness.  But  I  also 
leave  with  a  great  deal  of  pride. 

I  have  now  completed  over  12  years  of  govern- 
ment service.  Every  year  has  been  a  grueling  one. 
But  each  has  also  been  a  very  rewarding  one.  No 
matter  what  the  circumstances  or  the  time  frame, 
I  continue  to  promote  government  service  to  every- 
one. 

Governor   Scranton  persuaded  me   to   leave   the 


business  world  and  enter  government  service  in 
1963.  I  served  as  his  state  purchasing  agent  for 
four  years.  He  was  and  is  a  great  American. 

I  then  served  as  Budget  Secretary  and  Secretary 
of  Administration  for  Governor  Raymond  Shafer 
for  two  and  a  half  years.  He  was  a  courageous  and 
effective  Governor  and  a  statesman.  I  am  happy  to 
see  that  he  is  now  working  for  you  in  a  significant 
role. 

In  June  of  1969,  I  came  to  work  in  GSA  for  Bob 
Kunzig,  my  predecessor  as  Administrator  of  GSA. 
Before  becoming  Administrator  I  managed  the  two 
largest  operations  in  GSA — the  Federal  Supply 
Service  and  the  Public  Buildings  Service. 

GSA  was  a  moribund,  static  agency  in  1969.  Bob 
Kunzig  revitalized  GSA  and  I  feel  proud  that  I 
helped  him,  and  then,  as  Administrator  went  on  to 
further  improve  GSA.  Today,  GSA  is  an  exciting 
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place   to  work.   Morale   is   high   and   productivity  My  career  in  public   service  has   been  exciting, 

excellent.  challenging  and  revv^arding.  There  have  been  some 

It   is  very  unfortunate   that   some   tough   issues  rough  times  and  some  frustrating  moments.  But  I 

we  have  had  to  handle  resulted  in  negative  pub-  realize  that  you  cannot  really  have  one  without  the 

licity  which  has  beclouded  the  significant  accom-  other. 

plishments  of  the  last  six  years.  Despite  this  you  I  feel  very  fortunate  to  have  been  associated  with 

will  find  that  our  reputation  for  performance  and  you  as  Minority  Leader,  Vice  President,  and  now  as 

integrity   is  excellent.   Members  of  Congress  from  President.  I  think  you  are  on  the  "right  track"  for 

both  sides  of  the  aisle,  businessmen,  labor  leaders,  America  and  that  you  will  stay  there, 

professionals  (architects,  engineers,  etc.),  other  Fed-  Lastly,  I  want  you  to  know  that  after  12  years 

eral  agencies  and  GSA  employees  at  all  levels  will  in  public  service,  I  have  great  confidence  in  our 

attest  to  that  fact.  democratic  system  of  government.  There  were  mo- 

Every  assignment  I  have  had  in  public  service  ments  when  I  had  my  doubts,  but  overall,  we  have 

has  been  a  tough  one  requiring  difficult  decisions.  the  best  system  known  to  man. 

I  accepted  all  assignments  and  made  the  tough  de-  Respectfully, 

cisions.  I  have  no  regrets  in  this  regard  because  I  Arthur  F.  Sampson 

always  knew  what  I  was  getting  into  and  tough  Administrator 
decisons  were  necessary  to  get  things  done. 


459 

Address  in  Helsinki  Before  the  Conference  on  Security  and 
Cooperation  in  Europe.     August  1,  1975 

Mr.  Chairman,  my  distinguished  colleagues: 

May  I  begin  by  expressing  to  the  Governments  of  Finland  and  Switzerland, 
which  have  been  superb  hosts  for  the  several  phases  of  this  Conference,  my 
gratitude  and  that  of  my  associates  for  their  efficiency  and  hospitality. 

Particularly  to  you,  President  Kekkonen,  I  must  convey  to  the  people  of  the 
Republic  of  Finland,  on  behalf  of  the  214  million  people  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  a  reaffirmation  of  the  longstanding  affection  and  admiration  which 
all  my  countrymen  hold  for  your  brave  and  beautiful  land. 

We  are  bound  together  by  the  most  powerful  of  all  ties,  our  fervent  love  for 
freedom  and  independence,  which  knows  no  homeland  but  the  human  heart. 
It  is  a  sentiment  as  enduring  as  the  granite  rock  on  which  this  city  stands 
and  as  moving  as  the  music  of  Sibelius. 

Our  visit  here,  though  short,  has  brought  us  a  deeper  appreciation  of  the  pride, 
industry,  and  friendliness  which  Americans  always  associate  with  the  Finnish 
nation. 

The  nations  assembled  here  have  kept  the  general  peace  in  Europe  for  30 
years.  Yet  there  have  been  too  many  narrow  escapes  from  major  conflict.  There 
remains,  to  this  day,  the  urgent  issue  of  how  to  construct  a  just  and  lasting  peace 
for  all  peoples. 
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I  have  not  come  across  the  Atlantic  to  say  what  all  of  us  already  know — that 
nations  now  have  the  capacity  to  destroy  civilization  and,  therefore,  all  our 
foreign  policies  must  have  as  their  one  supreme  objective  the  prevention  of  a 
thermonuclear  war.  Nor  have  I  come  to  dwell  upon  the  hard  realities  of  con- 
tinuing ideological  differences,  political  rivalries,  and  military  competition  that 
persist  among  us. 

I  have  come  to  Helsinki  as  a  spokesman  for  a  nation  whose  vision  has  always 
been  forward,  whose  people  have  always  demanded  that  the  future  be  brighter 
than  the  past,  and  whose  united  will  and  purpose  at  this  hour  is  to  work  dili- 
gently to  promote  peace  and  progress  not  only  for  ourselves  but  for  all  mankind. 

I  am  simply  here  to  say  to  my  colleagues:  We  owe  it  to  our  children,  to  the 
children  of  all  continents,  not  to  miss  any  opportunity,  not  to  malinger  for  one 
minute,  not  to  spare  ourselves  or  allow  others  to  shirk  in  the  monumental  task 
of  building  a  better  and  a  safer  world. 

The  American  people,  like  the  people  of  Europe,  know  well  that  mere  as- 
sertions of  good  will,  passing  changes  in  the  political  mood  of  governments, 
laudable  declarations  of  principles  are  not  enough.  But  if  we  proceed  with  care, 
with  commitment  to  real  progress,  there  is  now  an  opportunity  to  turn  our 
peoples'  hopes  into  realities. 

In  recent  years,  nations  represented  here  have  sought  to  ease  potential  con- 
flicts. But  much  more  remains  to  be  done  before  we  prematurely  congratulate 
ourselves. 

Military  competition  must  be  controlled.  Political  competition  must  be  re- 
strained. Crises  must  not  be  manipulated  or  exploited  for  unilateral  advantages 
that  could  lead  us  again  to  the  brink  of  war.  The  process  of  negotiation  must  be 
sustained,  not  at  a  snail's  pace,  but  with  demonstrated  enthusiasm  and  visible 
progress. 

Nowhere  are  the  challenges  and  the  opportunities  greater  and  more  evident 
than  in  Europe.  That  is  why  this  Conference  brings  us  all  together.  Conflict 
in  Europe  shakes  the  world.  Twice  in  this  century  we  have  paid  dearly  for  this 
lesson;  at  other  times,  we  have  come  perilously  close  to  calamity.  We  dare  not 
forget  the  tragedy  and  the  terror  of  those  times. 

Peace  is  not  a  piece  of  paper. 

But  lasting  peace  is  at  least  possible  today  because  we  have  learned  from  the 
experiences  of  the  last  30  years  that  peace  is  a  process  requiring  mutual  restraint 
and  practical  arrangements. 

This  Conference  is  a  part  of  that  process — a  challenge,  not  a  conclusion.  We 
face  unresolved  problems  of  military  security  in  Europe;  we  face  them  with 
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very  real  differences  in  values  and  in  aims.  But  if  wt  deal  widi  them  v^ith  careful 
preparation,  if  v^e  focus  on  concrete  issues,  if  wc  maintain  forward  movement, 
v^e  have  the  right  to  expect  real  progress. 

The  era  of  confrontation  that  has  divided  Europe  since  the  end  of  the  Second 
World  War  may  now^  be  ending.  There  is  a  new  perception  and  a  shared  per- 
ception of  a  change  for  the  better,  away  from  confrontation  and  toward  new  pos- 
sibilities for  secure  and  mutually  beneficial  cooperation.  That  is  what  we  all  have 
been  saying  here.  I  welcome  and  I  share  these  hopes  for  the  future. 

The  postwar  policy  of  the  United  States  has  been  consistently  directed  toward 
the  rebuilding  of  Europe  and  the  rebirth  of  Europe's  historic  identity.  The  na- 
tions of  the  West  have  worked  together  for  peace  and  progress  throughout 
Europe.  From  the  very  start,  we  have  taken  the  initiative  by  stating  clear  goals 
and  areas  for  negotiation. 

We  have  sought  a  structure  of  European  relations,  tempering  rivalry  with 
restraint,  power  with  moderation,  building  upon  the  traditional  bonds  that  link 
us  with  old  friends  and  reaching  out  to  forge  new  ties  with  former  and  po- 
tential adversaries. 
In  recent  years,  there  have  been  some  substantial  achievements. 
We  see  the  Four-Power  Agreement  on  BerUn  of  1971  as  the  end  of  a  perennial 
crisis  that  on  at  least  three  occasions  brought  the  world  to  the  brink  of  doom. 

The  agreements  between  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  and  the  states 
of  Eastern  Europe  and  the  related  intra-German  accords  enable  Central  Europe 
and  the  world  to  breathe  easier. 

The  start  of  East-West  talks  on  mutual  and  balanced  force  reductions  demon- 
strate a  determination  to  deal  with  miUtary  security  problems  of  the  continent. 
The  1972  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  to  limit  anti- 
ballistic  missiles  and  the  interim  agreement  limiting  strategic  offensive  arms 
were  the  first  solid  breakthroughs  in  what  must  be  a  continuing,  long-term 
process  of  limiting  strategic  nuclear  arsenals. 

I  profoundly  hope  that  this  Conference  will  spur  further  practical  and  con- 
crete results.  It  affords  a  welcome  opportunity  to  widen  the  circle  of  those  coun- 
tries involved  in  easing  tensions  between  East  and  West. 

Participation  in  the  work  of  detente  and  participation  in  the  benefits  of  detente 
must  be  everybody's  business— in  Europe  and  elsewhere.  But  detente  can  suc- 
ceed only  if  everybody  understands  what  detente  actually  is. 

First,  detente  is  an  evolutionary  process,  not  a  static  condition.  Many  formid- 
able challenges  yet  remain. 
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Second,  the  success  of  detente,  of  the  process  of  detente,  depends  on  new 
behavior  patterns  that  give  Ufe  to  all  our  solemn  declarations.  The  goals  we 
are  stating  today  are  the  yardstick  by  which  our  performance  will  be  measured. 

The  people  of  all  Europe  and,  I  assure  you,  the  people  of  North  America 
are  thoroughly  tired  of  having  their  hopes  raised  and  then  shattered  by  empty 
words  and  unfulfilled  pledges.  We  had  better  say  what  we  mean  and  mean 
what  we  say,  or  we  will  have  the  anger  of  our  citizens  to  answer. 

While  we  must  not  expect  miracles,  we  can  and  we  do  expect  steady  progress 
that  comes  in  steps— steps  that  are  related  to  each  other  that  link  our  actions 
with  words  in  various  areas  of  our  relations. 

Finally,  there  must  be  an  acceptance  of  mutual  obligation.  Detente,  as  I  have 
often  said,  must  be  a  two-way  street.  Tensions  cannot  be  eased  by  one  side  alone. 
Both  sides  must  want  detente  and  work  to  achieve  it.  Both  sides  must  benefit 
from  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  my  colleagues,  this  extraordinary  gathering  in  Helsinki  proves 
that  all  our  peoples  share  a  concern  for  Europe's  future  and  for  a  better  and 
more  peaceful  world.  But  what  else  does  it  prove?  How  shall  we  assess  the 
results  ? 

Our  delegations  have  worked  long  and  hard  to  produce  documents  which 
restate  noble  and  praiseworthy  political  principles.  They  spell  out  guidelines 
for  national  behavior  and  international  cooperation. 

But  every  signatory  should  know  that  if  these  are  to  be  more  than  the  latest 
chapter  in  a  long  and  sorry  volume  of  unfulfilled  declarations,  every  party  must 
be  dedicated  to  making  them  come  true. 

These  documents  which  we  will  sign  represent  another  step — how  long  or 
short  a  step  only  time  will  tell — in  the  process  of  detente  and  reconcilation  in 
Europe.  Our  peoples  will  be  watching  and  measuring  our  progress.  They  will 
ask  how  these  noble  sentiments  are  being  translated  into  actions  that  bring 
about  a  more  secure  and  just  order  in  the  daily  lives  of  each  of  our  nations  and 
its  citizens. 

The  documents  produced  here  represent  compromises,  like  all  international 
negotiations,  but  these  principles  we  have  agreed  upon  are  more  than  the  lowest 
common  denominator  of  governmental  positions. 

They  affirm  the  most  fundamental  human  rights:  liberty  of  thought,  con- 
science, and  faith;  the  exercise  of  civil  and  political  rights;  the  rights  of 
minorities. 

They  call  for  a  freer  flow  of  information,  ideas,  and  people;  greater  scope 
for  the  press,  cultural  and  educational  exchange,  family  reunification,  the  right 
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to  travel  and  to  marriage  between  nationals  of  different  states;  and  for  the 
protection  of  the  priceless  heritage  of  our  diverse  cultures. 

They  offer  wide  areas  for  greater  cooperation:  trade,  industrial  production, 
science  and  technology,  the  environment,  transportation,  health,  space,  and  the 
oceans. 

They  reaffirm  the  basic  principles  of  relations  between  states:  noninterven- 
tion, sovereign  equality,  self-determination,  territorial  integrity,  inviolability 
of  frontiers,  and  the  possibility  of  change  by  peaceful  means. 

The  United  States  gladly  subscribes  to  this  document  because  we  subscribe 
to  every  one  of  these  principles. 

Almost  200  years  ago,  the  United  States  of  America  was  born  as  a  free  and 
independent  nation.  The  descendants  of  Europeans  who  proclaimed  their  in- 
dependence in  America  expressed  in  that  declaration  a  decent  respect  for  the 
opinions  of  mankind  and  asserted  not  only  that  all  men  are  created  equal  but 
they  are  endowed  with  inalienable  rights  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness. 

The  founders  of  my  country  did  not  merely  say  that  all  Americans  should 
have  these  rights  but  all  men  everywhere  should  have  these  rights.  And  these 
principles  have  guided  the  United  States  of  America  throughout  its  two  cen- 
turies of  nationhood.  They  have  given  hopes  to  millions  in  Europe  and  on 
every  continent. 

I  have  been  asked  why  I  am  here  today. 

I  am  here  because  I  believe,  and  my  countrymen  believe,  in  the  interde- 
pendence of  Europe  and  North  America — indeed  in  the  interdependence  of 
the  entire  family  of  man. 

I  am  here  because  the  leaders  of  34  other  governments  are  here — the  states 
of  Europe  and  of  our  good  neighbor,  Canada,  with  whom  we  share  an  open 
border  of  5,526  miles,  along  which  there  stands  not  a  single  armed  soldier  and 
across  which  our  two  peoples  have  moved  in  friendship  and  mutual  respect  for 
160  years. 

I  can  say  without  fear  of  contradiction  that  there  is  not  a  single  people  repre- 
sented here  whose  blood  does  not  flow  in  the  veins  of  Americans  and  whose 
culture  and  traditions  have  not  enriched  the  heritage  which  we  Americans 
prize  so  highly. 

When  two  centuries  ago  the  United  States  of  America  issued  a  declaration 
of  high  principles,  the  cynics  and  doubters  of  that  day  jeered  and  scoffed.  Yet 
11  long  years  later,  our  independence  was  won  and  the  stability  of  our  Republic 
was  really  achieved  through  the  incorporation  of  the  same  principles  in  our 
Constitution. 
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But  those  principles,  though  they  are  still  being  perfected,  remain  the  guid- 
ing lights  of  an  American  policy.  And  the  American  people  are  still  dedicated, 
as  they  were  then,  to  a  decent  respect  for  the  opinions  of  mankind  and  to  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness  for  all  peoples  everywhere. 

To  our  fellow  participants  in  this  Conference:  My  presence  here  symboUzes 
my  country's  vital  interest  in  Europe's  future.  Our  future  is  bound  with  yours. 
Our  economic  well-being,  as  well  as  our  security,  is  linked  increasingly  with 
yours.  The  distance  of  geography  is  bridged  by  our  common  heritage  and  our 
common  destiny.  The  United  States,  therefore,  intends  to  participate  fully  in  the 
affairs  of  Europe  and  in  turning  the  results  of  this  Conference  into  a  living 
reality. 

To  America's  aUies :  We  in  the  West  must  vigorously  pursue  the  course  upon 
which  we  have  embarked  together,  reinforced  by  one  another's  strength  and 
mutual  confidence.  Stability  in  Europe  requires  equilibrium  in  Europe.  There- 
fore, I  assure  you  that  my  country  will  continue  to  be  a  concerned  and  reliable 
partner.  Our  partnership  is  far  more  than  a  matter  of  formal  agreements.  It  is  a 
reflection  of  behefs,  traditions,  and  ties  that  are  of  deep  significance  to  the 
American  people.  We  are  proud  that  these  values  are  expressed  in  this  document. 

To  the  countries  of  the  East:  The  United  States  considers  that  the  principles  on 
which  this  Conference  has  agreed  are  a  part  of  the  great  heritage  of  European 
civilization,  which  we  all  hold  in  trust  for  all  mankind.  To  my  country,  they  are 
not  cliches  or  empty  phrases.  We  take  this  work  and  these  words  very  seriously. 
We  will  spare  no  effort  to  ease  tensions  and  to  solve  problems  between  us.  But 
it  is  important  that  you  recognize  the  deep  devotion  of  the  American  people  and 
their  Government  to  human  rights  and  fundamental  freedoms  and  thus  to  the 
pledges  that  this  Conference  has  made  regarding  the  freer  movement  of  people, 
ideas,  information. 

In  building  a  political  relationship  between  East  and  West,  we  face  many 
challenges. 

Berlin  has  a  special  significance.  It  has  been  a  flashpoint  of  confrontation  in 
the  past;  it  can  provide  an  example  of  peaceful  setdement  in  the  future.  The 
United  States  regards  it  as  a  test  of  detente  and  of  the  principles  of  this  Confer- 
ence. We  welcome  the  fact  that,  subject  to  Four-Power  rights  and  responsibili- 
ties, the  results  of  CSCE  apply  to  Berlin  as  they  do  throughout  Europe. 

Military  stability  in  Europe  has  kept  the  peace.  While  maintaining  that 
stability,  it  is  now  time  to  reduce  substantially  the  high  levels  of  military  forces 
on  both  sides.  Negotiations  now  underway  in  Vienna  on  mutual  and  balanced 
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force  reductions  so  far  have  not  produced  the  results  for  which  I  had  hoped.  The 
United  States  stands  ready  to  demonstrate  flexibiUty  in  moving  these  negotiations 
forward^  if  others  w^ill  do  the  same.  An  agreement  that  enhances  mutual  secu- 
rity is  feasible — and  essential. 

The  United  States  also  intends  to  pursue  vigorously  a  further  agreement  on 
strategic  arms  limitations  with  the  Soviet  Union.  This  remains  a  priority  of 
American  policy.  General  Secretary  Brezhnev  and  I  agreed  last  November  in 
Vladivostok  on  the  ej><?entials  of  a  new  accord  limiting  strategic  offensive  weap- 
ons for  the  next  10  years.  We  are  moving  forward  in  our  bilateral  discussions 
here  in  Helsinki. 

The  world  faces  an  unprecedented  danger  in  the  spread  of  nuclear  weapons 
technology.  The  nations  of  Europe  share  a  great  responsibility  for  an  interna- 
tional solution  to  this  problem.  The  benefits  of  peaceful  nuclear  energy  are 
becoming  more  and  more  important.  We  must  find  ways  to  spread  these  bene- 
fits while  safeguarding  the  world  against  the  menace  of  weapons  proliferation. 

To  the  other  nations  of  Europe  represented  at  this  Conference:  We  value 
the  work  you  have  done  here  to  help  bring  all  of  Europe  together.  Your  right 
to  live  in  peace  and  independence  is  one  of  the  major  goals  of  our  effort.  Your 
continuing  contribution  will  be  indispensable. 

To  those  nations  not  participating  and  to  all  the  peoples  of  the  world:  The 
solemn  obligation  undertaken  in  these  documents  to  promote  fundamental 
rights,  economic  and  social  progress,  and  well-being  applies  ultimately  to  all 
peoples. 

Can  we  truly  speak  of  peace  and  security  without  addressing  the  spread  of 
nuclear  weapons  in  the  world  or  the  creation  of  more  sophisticated  forms  of 
warfare  ? 

Can  peace  be  divisible  between  areas  of  tranquillity  and  regions  of  conflict? 

Can  Europe  truly  flourish  if  we  do  not  all  address  ourselves  to  the  evil  of 
hunger  in  countries  less  fortunate  than  we  ?  To  the  new  dimensions  of  economic 
and  energy  issues  that  underline  our  own  progress?  To  the  dialog  between 
producers  and  consumers,  between  exporters  and  importers,  between  industrial 
countries  and  less  developed  ones  ? 

And  can  there  be  stability  and  progress  in  the  absence  of  justice  and  funda- 
mental freedoms  ? 

Our  people  want  a  better  future.  Their  expectations  have  been  raised  by  the 
very  real  steps  that  have  already  been  taken — in  arms  control,  political  nego- 
tiations, and  expansion  of  contacts  and  economic  relations.  Our  presence  here 
offers  them  further  hope.  We  must  not  let  them  down. 
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If  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  United  States  can  reach  agreement  so  that  our 
astronauts  can  fit  together  the  most  intricate  scientific  equipment,  work  to- 
gether, and  shake  hands  137  miles  out  in  space,  we  as  statesmen  have  an  obh- 
gation  to  do  as  well  on  Earth. 

History  will  judge  this  Conference  not  by  what  we  say  here  today,  but  by 
what  we  do  tomorrow — not  by  the  promises  we  make,  but  by  the  promises  we 
keep. 

Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:30  a.m.  in  Finlan-  Earlier  in  the  day,  the  President  met  with  Prime 

dia  Hall.  He  was  introduced  by  Walter  Kieber,  For-  Minister  Aldo  Moro  of  Italy  at  the  U.S.  Embassy, 

eign  Minister  of  Liechtenstein  and  chairman  of  the  Following  his  address  before  the  Conference,  the 

plenary  session  of  the  Conference.  President  held   a  luncheon  meeting  with  President 

The  Final  Act  of  the  Conference  on  Security  and  Valery   Giscard   d'Estaing  of  France.  He  then  at- 

Cooperation  in  Europe  was  signed  by  the  represent-  tended  the  afternoon  session  of  the  Conference  and 

atives  of  35  nations  participating  in  the  Conference  later  met  with  Carlos  Arias  Navarro,  President  of 

in  a  ceremony  in  Finlandia  Hall  at  5  p.m.  on  Au-  the  Government  of  Spain. 

gust  1,  1975.  The  text  of  the  document  is  printed  In  the  evening,  the  President  attended  a  dinner 

in  the  Bulletin  of  the  Department  of  State   (vol.  with   President   Kekkonen    on    board    the    Finnish 

LXXIII,  p.  323).  icebreaker  Urho. 
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Question-and- Answer  Session  With  Reporters  on  Board 
Air  Force  One  en  Route  to  Bucharest,  Romania. 
August  2,  1975 

STRATEGIC   ARMS   LIMITATION 

Reporter.  [1.]  Mr.  President,  can  you  tell  us  where  you  made  progress  on 
SALT,  and  do  you  think  that  we  will  have  a  SALT  agreement  by  the  end  of  the 
year  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  I  should  get  into  the  details  of  where  we  made 
progress,  but  the  two  sessions  with  Mr.  Brezhnev  and  myself  ^  resulted  in  prog- 
ress. We  have  referred  to  the  technicians  in  Geneva  our  areas  of  agreement,  and 
they  are  going  to  work  out  the  details. 

I  am  encouraged — it  was  constructive  and  friendly — and  our  plans  are  no 
different  today  for  any  subsequent  meetings  than  they  were  before. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  progress  is  a  bit  of  a  vague  term.  Can  you  characterize  it  as 
significant  progress,  minor  progress,  and  specifically,  do  you  still  hope  for  an 
agreement  to  be  signed  by  the  end  of  this  year  ? 


^  In  addition  to  their  meeting  on  July  30,  1975,  the  President  and  General  Secretary  L.  I.  Brezhnev  met 
at  the  Soviet  Embassy  in  Helsinki  on  August  2,  prior  to  the  President's  departure  for  Romania. 
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The  President.  I  would  say  the  progress  was  encouraging— and  that  is  also  a 
word  that  could  be  qualified,  but  it  was  encouraging. 

It  is  very  difficult,  these  negotiations,  where  it  requires  mutual  give-and-take, 
so  if  we  want  the  end  result,  which  is  peace,  a  reduction  of  the  arms  burden,  it 
requires  some  understanding  on  the  part  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  its  people, 
myself  and  our  people.  So,  when  I  say  "encouraging,"  I  think  we  are  edging 
toward  that  mutual  objective. 

Q.  By  the  end  of  the  year  ? 

The  President.  Hopefully. 

Q.  Sir,  you  say  you  are  sending  the  technicians  to  Geneva  to  complete  the 
areas  of  agreement.  What  about  the  areas  in  which  you  have  not  yet  reached 
agreement  ?  What  do  you  do  with  them  ? 

The  President.  It  is  anticipated  that  Secretary  Kissinger  and  Foreign  Minister 
Gromyko  will  have  at  least  two  meetings  where  the  areas  of  disagreement  can 
be  more  clearly  refined  so  that  Mr.  Brezhnev  and  myself,  when  we  sit  down  at  a 
final  meeting,  in  case  there  has  to  be  a  resolution  of  the  hard  and  final  decisions, 
they  will  be  clearcut  and  understandable. 

Q.  We  have  been  told  in  the  past  of  three  basic  areas  of  disagreement.  One  was 
verification,  one  was  cruise  missiles,  and  one  was  the  Backfire  bomber.  Can 
you  give  us  a  rundown  on  where  now  you're  making  progress  and  where  you 
still  don't  have  disagreement  ? 

The  President.  Those  are  very  important  areas,  but  I  think  it  would  be 
unwise  for  me  to  try  to  identify  the  particular  areas  of  dispute  in  those  instances. 
They  are  very  precarious  and  are  crucial  points,  and  this  is  where  Mr.  Gromyko 
and  Dr.  Kissinger  will  try  to  more  fully  identify  the  differing  positions  and  give 
us  an  opportunity,  Mr.  Brezhnev  and  myself,  to  achieve  some  kind  of  an  honor- 
able settlement. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  mentioned  the  give-and-take  of  negotiations.  At  Hel- 
sinki, did  the  Russians  demonstrate  a  willingness  to  give  as  much  as  to  take  ? 

The  President.  Yes,  I  think  they,  by  past  performance  and  the  discussions  of 
several  days  ago  as  well  as  today,  indicated  a  forthcoming  attitude.  They,  of 
course,  have  the  same  problem  I  have.  They  have  to  convince  their  people,  as  I 
have  to  convince  the  American  people,  that  there  is  an  area  which  is  secure  for 
all  of  us.  So,  I  would  indicate  that  their  attitude  was  forthcoming  within  their 
limits  and  responsibilities. 

TURKEY 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  are  you  satisfied  that  if  the  bases  in  Turkey  remain 
closed  down  that  you  could  still  police  the  SALT  I  agreement  ?  Are  you  talking 
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about  a  new  agreement,  one  that  is  going  to  make  it  much  more  difficult  to 
poHce  ? 

The  President.  The  closing  of  the  bases  in  Turkey  by  the  Congressional 
action  makes  it  more  difficult  for  us  to  adequately  gather  the  necessary  intelli- 
gence which  involves  our  security.  There  are,  to  some  extent,  alternative  bases, 
but  they  would  cost  a  great  deal  of  money  and  they  would  involve  some  other 
negotiations  between  other  parties. 

I  just  don't  think  the  Congress  understands  the  problem.  They  want  to  close 
the  bases,  they  want  it  to  cost  more  money,  they  want  to  handicap  our  capability, 
and  it  makes  no  sense  at  all. 

Q.  Well,  you  are  going  to  propose  building  some  new  bases?  Is  that  what 
they  have  to  do,  give  these  bases  ? 

The  President.  No,  I  am  going  to  continue  my  determined  fight  to  remove 
the  arms  embargo,  solve  the  Cyprus  question,  get  our  intelligence  bases  in  Tur- 
key reopened  in  full  operation  so  that  our  security  in  the  future  is  as  good  as 
it  was  in  the  past. 

MUTUAL    AND    BALANCED    FORCE    REDUCTIONS 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  find  the  Russians  are  prepared  to  talk  now 
about  negotiating  reductions  of  arms  in  Europe,  conventional  arms  as  well  as 
nuclear — in  other  words,  the  negotiations  known  as  mutual  and  balanced  force 
reduction  ? 

The  President.  I  have  read  and  listened  to  Mr.  Brezhnev's  speech.  I  was  im- 
pressed with  speeches  that  were  made  by  many  others  during  the  CSCE  meet- 
ings. I  am  convinced  that  we  can,  now  that  the  European  Security  Conference 
is  over,  that  we  can  make  more  meaningful  progress  in  MBFR. 

Q.  Did  you  discuss  that  in  your  conversations  with  him  the  second  time  ? 

The  President.  We  discussed  it  in  a  very  limited  way  because  we  concen- 
trated on  our  SALT  negotiations. 

STRATEGIC   ARMS   LIMITATION 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  said  earlier  that  you  have  to  convince  your  peo- 
ple, as  the  Russians  have  to  convince  their  people,  of  the  wisdom  of  the  SALT 
talks.  Do  you  think  that  the  American  people  need  much  convincing  about 
SALT? 

The  President.  I  am  convinced  the  American  people  want  their  President, 
their  Government,  to  make  responsible  and  safe  agreements.  On  the  other 
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hand,  I  do  not  believe  the  American  people  want  their  President  to  give  more 
than  he  gets. 

So,  that  is  the  basic  problem  in  our  negotiating  process.  I  can  assure  you  that 
v^e  will  not  give  more  than  we  get,  but  I  still  feel  that  in  the  process  of 
negotiations,  compromise,  we  can  end  up  with  what  is  good  for  both  peoples. 

Q.  Do  the  Soviets  raise  specific  objections  to  some  of  the  criticisms  by 
Senator  Jackson  of  the  SALT  agreements  and  the  SALT  negotiations  when  you 
are  having  these  talks  with  them  ? 

The  President.  We  never  discuss  personahties.  We  discuss  the  issues.  We 
discuss  the  facts.  We  discuss  our  security,  the  objective  of  peace,  and  obviously 
they  discuss  their  security.  We  don't  get  into  personalities  on  the  American  scene 
or  otherwise. 

OIL   PRICES 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  what  about  oil  ?  What  is  going  to  happen  now  on  the 
oil  decontrol  in  view  of  Congressional  rejection  of  your  compromise  proposals  ? 

The  President.  I  am  terribly  disappointed  that  after  I  have  made  two  con- 
structive compromise  efforts  to  phase  decontrol  over  first  a  30-month  period, 
then  a  39-month  period,  that  the  Congress  would  reject  these  proposals. 

I  am  very  grateful  for  what  the  Senate  did.  I  am  terribly  disappointed  in  the 
attitude  of  the  House,  because  the  House  action  does  nothing  to  stimulate 
production  on  the  one  hand  and  it  does  literally  nothing  to  emphasize  con- 
servation on  the  other. 

The  House  action,  at  least  by  a  majority,  it  does  not  have — there  is  no  other 
reason  or  political  ramification — ^it  does  not  have  any  substantive  answer  for 
the  need  for  more  American  production  and  less  reliance  on  foreign  sources. 

Q.  What  is  going  to  happen  now  ? 

The  President.  I  think  the  American  people  are  far  ahead  of  the  majority 
of  the  Congress.  They  understand  the  problem,  and  they  will  understand  if 
and  when  I  veto  the  extension. 

Q.  "If"  you  would?  Ron  [Nessen]  has  always  said  that  you  would. 

The  President.  There  is  99%  o  percent  chance  answer  that  I  am  going  to 
veto  it,  but  I  do  want  to  wait  until  I  get  back.  And  I  think  the  American  people 
are  a  lot  smarter  than  the  majority  of  the  Congress  in  this  case. 

THE  CONGRESS 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  have  had  a  series  of  setbacks  in  Congress  while 
you  have  been  on  the  road — your  veto  was  defeated  on  the  health  matter,  the 
military  appropriations  bill,  one  of  them  was  defeated  today,  and  the  Turkish 
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aid  matter  was  not  expedited.  That  leads  me  to  the  question:  Had  you  been  in 
Washington,  do  you  think  you  could  have  twisted  some  arms  and  pulled  some 
votes  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  so.  The  one  veto  that  they  overrode,  I  fully 
anticipated  that  they  would.  I  wanted  to  make  the  point  that  I  was  holding  the 
line  at  $60  billion  deficit.  And  by  the  majority  or  the  two-thirds  vote  of  the  Con- 
gress, they  have  breached  the  $60  billion  deficit  figure.  I  think  the  American 
people  will  support  my  position. 

SILBERT  NOMINATION 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  while  we  are  on  the  question  of  Congressmen,  I 
I  understand  the  Silbert  nomination  ^  is  being  returned  to  the  White  House  by 
the  Senate.  Will  you  study  that  or  resubmit,  or  what  plan  do  you  have  for  it  ? 

The  President.  Frankly,  I  had  not  heard  of  that  action.  I  reiterated  the  nom- 
ination of  Mr.  Silbert,  and  as  far  as  I  know,  there  is  no  reason  why  I  should 
change. 

GENERAL   SECRETARY   BREZHNEV  OF   THE   SOVIET  UNION 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  at  the  conclusion  of  today's  talks,  you  wished  Secre- 
tary General  Brezhnev  good  health.  You  negotiated  with  him  over  a  period  of 
5  hours  or  more.  How  do  you  think  his  health  is  ? 

The  President.  I  thought  he  looked  very  well  this  morning.  In  fact,  I  said  it 
sincerely  because  I  did  feel  that  he  looked  better — active  and  strong. 

Q.  Better  than  he  did  the  last  time  that  you  saw  him  ? 

The  President.  I  hate  to  compare,  but  I  can  only  say  that  I  thought  he  looked 
well  and  he  acted  strong,  and  it  was  a  very  good  face-to-face  negotiation. 

Q.  Based  on  what  happened  today,  do  you  expect  the  General  Secretary  will 
be  in  Washington  this  fall,  as  you  intended  all  along  ? 

The  President.  There  is  no  change  in  our  overall  plan  in  this  regard.  We 
have  not  talked  about  details.  The  plan  still  is  in  effect. 

THE  MIDDLE  EAST 

[9.]  Q.  Is  there  anything  new  on  the  Middle  East  in  terms  of  the  possibility 
of  an  agreement  between  Israel  and  Egypt  ? 

The  President.  I  am  very  cautious,  very  cautious,  more  optimistic  today  than 
I  was  a  few  days  ago,  but  I  don't  want  to  go  any  further  than  that. 

Q.  Would  you  say  why  you  are  more  optimistic  ? 

''Earl  J.  Silbert  was  nominated  to  be  United  States  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Columbia  on  November  18, 

1974,  and  again  on  January  16,  1975.  Following  the  nomination's  return  by  the  Senate  on  September  2, 

1975,  it  was  resubmitted  on  September  4  and  subsequendy  confirmed  on  October  8,  1975. 
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The  President.  No,  I  would  not  want  to  go  into  any  specifics. 

Henry,  would  you  like  to  add  anything  on  that  ? 

Secretary  Kissinger.  We  will  have  to  wait.  We  will  see  Ambassador  Eilts, 
who  is  meeting  us  in  Belgrade,  and  we  will  then  get  a  full  report  of  the  Egyptian 
reaction. 

The  mere  fact  that  the  dialog  is  going  on  and  is  not  being  broken  off  gives  us 
some  hope  that  we  can  move  it  forward,  but  we  have  not  yet  had  a  formal 
Egyptian  reply,  which  we  will  get  tomorrow  night.  And  then  Eilts  is  coming 
back  to  Washington  with  us  to  wait  for  the  Israeli  reply  to  whatever  it  is  that  the 
Egyptians  have.  But  we  have  not  seen  yet  what  the  Egyptians  have. 

GRAIN   SALES  TO  THE  SOVIET  UNION 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  Washington  a  former  Agriculture  Department 
official  testified  that  another  big  grain  sale  to  the  Soviet  Union  is  going  to  drive 
up  food  prices  by  10  percent  next  year.  I  was  wondering  if  that  was  a  topic  in 
your  discussion  with  Mr.  Brezhnev  in  Helsinki  and  exactly  where  the  sale  of 
U.S.  grain  to  the  Soviet  Union  now  may  stand  ? 

The  President.  I  noticed  that  Mr.  Schnittker  '  had  testified.  I  believe  the  sale 
of  roughly  10  million  tons  of  American  agricultural  commodities  have  been 
made,  and  I  think  this  is  good  for  the  farmer. 

I  don't  believe  there  will  be  any  increase  in  food  prices  as  a  result.  I  think  it  is 
good  from  our  point  of  view  in  the  balance  of  trade.  I  think  it  is  a  tribute  to  die 
great  productivity  of  the  American  farmer. 

In  the  future,  we  have  to  be  very  alert  to  the  weather  conditions  that  happen  in 
the  next  month.  Every  indication  is  we  will  have  a  bountiful  harvest  in  America. 
If  that  happens,  we  are  in  very  good  position:  one,  to  make  additional  sales; 
number  two,  to  protect  the  consumer;  number  three,  to  help  our  balance  of 
payments. 

But  for  the  next  month,  I  think  we  have  to  be  very  alert,  and  I  will  personally 
keep  my  finger  on  the  situation.  I  will  welcome  recommendations  of  other 
people  in  my  Administration.  This  is  a  matter  that  involves  the  farmer,  the  con- 
sumer, our  foreign  relations,  and  it  is  a  matter  that  the  President  himself  must 
watch  very  carefully. 

THE   FORD   FAMILY 

[11.]    Q.  How  did  Jack  and  Mrs.  Ford  enjoy  the  trip  ? 
The  President.  Jack  diinks  the  Finnish  people  are  fantastic.  I  gave  Mrs.  Ford 
$100  to  spend,  and  she  gave  me  back  three  Finnish  coins.  Did  you  do  any  better  ? 

^  John  A.  Schnittker,  Under  Secretary  of  Agricuhure  1965-69. 
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Q.  Oh,  yes.  I  spent  with  no  trouble  at  all. 

The  President.  So,  I  would  say  they  both  had  a  very  good  time. 

INTERNATIONAL   ECONOMIC  RECOVERY 

[12.]  Q.  Sir,  there  is  some  feeUng  in  Europe  that  the  United  States  was  not 
going  along  with  any  eagerness  in  this  effort  to  get  some  sort  of  monetary  or 
economic  talks  going.  Were  the  Europeans  trying  to  drag  us  into  some  sort  of 
arrangement  which,  in  order  to  help  their  economic  recovery,  might  affect  the 
way  in  which  the  United  States  is  recovering  ? 

The  President.  I  am  not  going  to  discuss  whether  there  will  or  won't  be  an 
economic  conference.  There  was  agreement  that  the  recovery  of  Europe  and  the 
recovery  of  the  United  States  were  very  closely  intertwined.  I  was  very  happy 
to  point  out  that  our  recovery  was  coming  more  quickly  than  theirs. 

They  were  most  interested  in  how  we  had  achieved  this.  They  wanted  us — 
and  I  agreed — to  recognize  that  there  was  this  interrelationship,  this  interde- 
pendence, and  in  the  months  ahead,  we  will  keep  a  very  close  liaison,  because 
economic  recovery  for  the  free  world — this  includes  more  than  the  four  coun- 
tries— is  vitally  important  to  the  political  stability  of  the  free  world. 

general   secretary   BREZHNEV  OF  THE   SOVIET  UNION 

[13.]  Q.  What  was  your  personal  reaction  to  Mr.  Brezhnev's  speech,  es- 
pecially the  controversial  part  where  he  talked  about  no  country  has  a  right  to 
tell  another  country  how  to  manage  its  internal  affairs  ? 

The  President.  Overall,  I  thought  Mr.  Brezhnev's  speech  was  very  moderate. 
I  did  notice  that  part  of  the  speech.  I  thought,  as  he  said  that,  that  I  as  President 
or  any  other  President  would  not  want  some  other  country  telling  us  how  to 
manage  our  domestic  affairs. 

I  think  each  country  has  a  certain  sanctity  of  internal  operations — we  do,  other 
countries  do.  I  understand  it.  They  can  try  to  be  suggestive,  maybe  persuasive, 
but  I  don't  think  we  can  assume  the  stature  of  telling  another  country  what  they 
should  or  should  not  do  internally.  I  don't  think  they  would  want  us  to  do  it. 

INTERNATIONAL    RADIO    BROADCASTING 

[14.]  Q.  Did  you  notice  the  section  of  President  Ceausescu's  speech  in  which 
he  complained  about  Radio  Free  Europe,  and  do  you  have  any  reaction  to  it  ? 

The  President.  I  listened  very  carefully  to  that  part  of  the  speech.  He  didn't 
complain,  as  I  recollect,  about  Radio  Free  Europe. 

Q.  He  didn't  name  it. 


1087 


[460]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  August  2 

The  President.  But  he  said,  and  I  noted  it  very  carefully,  other  countries' 
radio  activities  are  involved  in  other  countries.  We  do  have  Radio  Free  Europe, 
v^e  do  have  the  Voice  of  America.  But  I  understand  that  other  countries,  includ- 
ing neighboring  Communist  countries,  also  have  radio  signals  that  go  into 
Romania,  so  I  am  not  sure  he  v^as  talking  only  about  us. 

CONFERENCE  ON  SECURITY  AND   COOPERATION  IN   EUROPE 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  think  the  v^orld  is  better  today  because  you 
signed,  or  all  these  nations  signed,  this  document  ? 

The  President.  Helen  [Helen  Thomas,  United  Press  International],  I  am 
absolutely  confident,  I  am  totally  convinced  that  because  of  35  nations  partici- 
pating in  the  Conference  on  European  Security  and  Cooperation,  Europe  and 
the  w^orld  are  all  better  off. 

I  will  know^  better  2  years  from  now  whether  our  promises  have  been  kept, 
but  I  detect  very  strongly  a  feeling  and  an  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  leaders 
of  these  countries  that  the  promises  they  made  will  be  maintained. 

Q.  When  you  talked  to  the  Embassy  this  morning,  you  talked  about  making 
sure  that  these  promises  were  fulfilled.  How  do  we  go  about  enforcing  CSCE  ? 

The  President.  Persuasion,  example.  I  beUeve  that  some  of  the  unfortunate 
things  that  have  happened  in  the  last  20  years  in  Europe  will  not  happen  again 
because  of  the  signing  of  the  CSCE  and  the  speeches  that  were  made  there. 
Those  kinds  of  unfortunate  events  can  be  avoided  in  the  future.  CSCE  was  a 
great  plus. 

THE    WESTERN    ALLIANCE 

[16.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  feel  at  all  defensive  in  a  forum  like  this 
because  of  the  problems  of  the  Western  Alliance  which  are  highly  visible — 
Portugal's  problems,  the  economic  situation,  the  Greek-Turkish  problem,  all  of 
which  affect  the  North  Atlantic  Treaty  Organization  in  one  way  or  another — 
do  you  feel  you  are  operating  at  a  disadvantage  as  leader  of  the  free  world  in 
that  respect  ? 

The  President.  I  recognize  we  have  problems,  but  look  back  at  the  problems 
of  another  era.  Are  they  any  worse  than  the  economic  problems  in  the  1950's  ? 
Are  they  any  worse  than  the  conflicts  among  Eastern  European  countries  in 
the  1950's  and  1960's  ?  Are  the  problems  today  any  more  serious  than  the  prob- 
lems of  the  past  ? 

I  don't  think  so.  They  are  different,  but  they  are  not  worse.  And  when  you 
now  have  the  Conference  on  European  Security  and  Cooperation,  there  is  a 
bulwark.  I  think  it  gives  us  strength  to  meet  those  problems. 
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OIL    PRICES 

[17.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  think  that  with  American  price  controls 
running  out  on  oil  September  1,  should  you  go  ahead  and  veto  the  plan,  that  it 
will  have  any  effect  on  the  OPEC's  oil-pricing  plans  for  this  fall  ? 

The  President.  My  judgment  is  no.  I  have  been  assured  by  my  economic 
advisers  that  the  decontrol  that  Congress  is  forcing  on  me  because  they  won't 
accept  a  reasonable  compromise — not  one  but  two — that  there  will  be  no  serious 
economic  price  rise  consequences. 

Q.  Are  you  talking  about  petroleum  in  America,  or  are  you  talking  about 
worldwide  oil  prices  ? 

The  President.  Well,  we  really  don't  know  what  OPEC  is  going  to  do.  They 
have  got  a  great  oversupply.  They  had  a  tremendous  increase  in  price.  We  hope 
that  through  the  lEA  and  the  joint  consumer-producer  negotiations  that  there 
can  be  a  responsible  action  both  as  to  the  producers  as  well  as  the  consumers. 

Reporter.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  The  question-and-answer  session  began  at  2:31  p.m.,  Helsinki  time. 

461 

Remarks  on  Arrival  at  Bucharest,  Romania. 
August  2,  1915 

Mr.  President,  Mrs.  Ceausescu,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Mrs.  Ford,  our  son  Jack,  and  I  are  highly  honored  and  greatly  pleased  to  visit 
Romania.  We  are  especially  pleased  to  be  in  this  unique  land  so  rich  in  history, 
with  such  a  great  natural  beauty  and  such  a  proud  and  independent  people. 

As  you  may  recall,  Mr.  President,  I  met  with  a  splendid  group  of  young 
Romanians  in  the  White  House  several  months  ago.^  I  found  them  to  be  excel- 
lent and  outstanding  ambassadors  of  friendship  between  our  two  countries. 

Mr.  President,  let  us  assure  coming  generations  a  more  normal,  relaxed,  and 
peaceful  world.  We  must  find  ways  to  increase  real  and  direct  cooperation 
among  all  peoples. 

Among  the  principles  we  both  cherish  is  the  right  of  every  nation  to  independ- 
ence and  sovereignty.  We  believe  that  every  nation  has  the  right  to  its  own  peace- 


^On  March  24,  1975,  the  President  met  at  the  White  House  with  a  choral  group  from  Romania.  The 
group's  visit  to  the  United  States  was  sponsored  by  the  Friendship  Ambassadors  touristic  and  cultural 
exchange  program. 
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ful  existence  without  being  threatened  by  force,  and  we  beHeve  that  all  states  are 
equal  under  law  regardless  of  size,  system,  or  level  of  development. 

Principles  such  as  these  are  included  in  the  document  we  signed  in  Helsinki. 
We  have  both  worked  hard,  Mr.  President,  and  we  must  continue  to  devote  our 
efforts  to  making  all  of  these  principles  a  reality  in  international  life  in  this  spirit. 
I  look  forward  to  our  discussions  on  the  international  problems  that  concern  us 
both. 

Our  bilateral  relations  are  good,  Mr.  President.  I  am  very  pleased  that  our 
Congress  has  approved  the  U.S.-Romanian  trade  agreement.  This  creates  new 
opportunities,  particularly  in  the  mutually  beneficial  commercial  and  economic 
field.  I  am  confident  that  we  can  continue  to  improve  our  relations  in  many, 
many  other  areas  as  well. 

Mr.  President,  I  know  that  our  discussions  will  be  very  productive  during  my 
stay  in  your  country.  As  during  your  visit  to  Washington  in  June,  our  goal  will 
be  to  seek  closer  cooperation  between  Romania  and  the  United  States.  I  look 
forward  to  our  talks  that  we  will  have  in  the  hours  ahead. 

On  behalf  of  the  American  people,  I  bring  to  you  and  your  family,  and  the 
Romanian  people,  warm,  warm  greetings  and  the  very  best  wishes  for  peace  and 
prosperity. 


note:  The  President  spoke  at  approximately  4:30 
p.m.  at  Otopeni  Airport  in  response  to  remarks  of 
welcome  by  Romanian  President  Nicolae  Ceausescu. 
President  Ceausescu  spoke  in  Romanian.  His  re- 
marks were  translated  by  an  interpreter  as  follows: 

Dear  Mr.  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
dear  Mrs.  Ford,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  dear  com- 
rades, and  friends: 

It  is  with  great  joy  that  I  and  my  wife,  all  of  us, 
have  you  as  our  guests,  and  address  to  you,  Mr. 
President,  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ford,  as  well  as  to 
your  associates,  our  warm  greetings  and  to  extend  to 
you  our  traditional  bidding  of  welcome  on  the  soil 
of  the  Socialist  Republic  of  Romania. 

I  wish  to  make  a  particular  note  with  satisfaction 
of  the  outward  course  taken  by  the  Romanian- 
American  relations  of  the  fact  that  in  the  last  few 
years,  the  economic  exchanges  have  gone  up  strongly, 
that  technical-scientific  cooperation  has  been  intensi- 
fied, as  well  as  the  cultural  and  other  exchanges  be- 
tween our  two  countries. 

The  very  fact  of  your  visit  to  Romania  is,  in  my 
opinion,  an  eloquent  expression  of  these  relations,  of 
the  desire  evinced  by  the  Romanian  and  the 
American  peoples  to  work  more  and  more  closely 
together  in  the  mutual  interest,  as  well  as  in  the 
interests  of  their  course  of  understanding,  cooper- 
ation, and  peace  among  all  nations. 


You  are  coming  to  Romania  just  a  day  after  the 
successful  conclusion  of  the  Conference  on  Security 
and  Cooperation  in  Europe.  Thus,  your  visit  is  a 
wonderful  part  of  the  spirit  which  permeates  the 
documents  that  we  have  signed  together  yesterday 
in  Helsinki,  and  whereby  we  have  asserted  our  com- 
mon will  on  behalf  of  our  peoples  to  develop  co- 
operation on  the  principles  of  fully  equal  rights, 
respect  for  the  independence,  sovereignty  of  each 
nation,  noninterference  in  internal  affairs,  and  the 
renunciation  of  force  and  threat  with  the  use  of 
force  in  the  settlement  of  problems  between  States. 

As  we  have  mentioned  in  the  statement  in 
Helsinki,  in  order  to  convey  into  real  fact  whatever 
we  have  agreed  in  the  signed  documents,  sustained 
efforts  are  required  in  order  to  insure  our  peoples 
and  the  peoples  of  the  world  at  large  a  better  world 
and  a  world  with  more  justice,  in  order  to  proceed 
in  such  a  way  as  to  insure  that  children  and  man- 
kind in  general  will  never  know  the  disasters  of  war 
and  would  live  in  peace  and  friendship. 

During  your  brief  visit  to  this  country,  you  will 
have  an  opportunity,  Mr.  President,  to  get  to  know 
the  present-day  interests  and  some  of  the  achieve- 
ments of  the  Romanian  people  on  the  way  of  build- 
ing a  new  life  of  well-being  and  habit. 

You  will  be  able,  sir,  to  understand  better  the 
desire  of  the  people  of  Romania  to  cooperate  with 
the  American  people  and  to  work  together  with  all 
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the  peoples  of  the  world,  irrespective  of  their  social  With  these  thoughts  in  mind,  I  wish  you  to  feel 

systems.  at  home  among  the  Romanian  people,  who  greet  you 

I  should  like  your  visit  to  mark  a  new,  significant  with  esteemed  friendship  and  its  traditional  hos- 

moment  in  the  course  of  friendship  and  cooperation  pitality. 
between  our  two  countries  and  peoples. 


462 

Remarks  on  Receiving  the  Key  to  the  City  of  Bucharest. 
August  2, 1975 

Mr.  Mayor,  President  and  Mrs.  Ceausescu,  the  wonderful  people  of  Bucharest, 
the  wonderful,  wonderful  people  of  Romania: 

Let  me  first  extend  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Ford,  my  son,  and  myself,  our  deep 
gratitude  for  the  opportunity  of  visiting  you  in  this  gorgeous  city. 

The  key  to  the  city  is  indicative  of  the  ties  betw^een  the  people  of  Romania  and 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  I  receive  the  key  as  an  expression  of  the 
closeness  that  has  developed  and  w^ill  continue  to  grow^  and  flourish. 

As  w^e  came  in  from  the  airport,  it  was  my  privilege  to  see,  Mr.  Mayor,  the 
beautiful  fields,  the  gorgeous  trees,  and  most  importantly,  the  friendly  and  w^arm 
people  of  the  country  that  v^e  are  now  privileged  to  visit. 

Mrs.  Ford,  our  son,  and  I  thank  you  for  welcoming  us  to  Bucharest,  and  we 
thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts  on  behalf  of  the  American  people. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:25  p.m.  at  Scintea  Later  in  the  day,  the  President  met  with  President 

Plaza.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Mayor  Ceausescu  at  the  Council  of  State  in  the  Palace  of 
Gheorghe  Cioara  of  Bucharest.  the  Republic. 

463 

Toasts  of  the  President  and  President  Nicolae  Ceausescu  of 
Romania  at  a  State  Dinner  in  Bucharest.     August  2,  1975 

Mr.  President,  Mrs.  Ceausescu,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

My  visit  to  Romania  is  a  very,  very  great  pleasure.  Because  of  summit,  high- 
level  meetings  betw^een  our  Governments  and  the  grov^ing  number  of  contacts 
at  the  ministerial  level,  and  between  officials  and  specialists  at  all  levels,  v^e  have 
witnessed  in  recent  years  improvement  in  U.S.-Romanian  relations. 

It  seems  very  fortuitous  and  unique  that  within  a  day  following  the  signing  of 
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the  agreements  in  Helsinki  that  we  have  reaffirmed  and  expanded  our  fine  per- 
sonal relationship,  that  we  have  seen  concrete  evidence  of  better  relations  between 
the  Romanian  people  and  the  American  people,  and  that  we  have  listened  to  the 
words  of  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  nations  in  Europe  who  has  been  strong  and 
forthright,  that  we  should  meet  here  on  this  occasion. 

Our  talks  today,  Mr.  President,  reaffirmed  in  the  most  positive  terms  our 
mutual  interest  in  continuing  to  build  our  excellent  bilateral  relations. 

Mr.  President,  my  visit  to  Europe  is  of  significance  for  another  reason.  We 
both  participated  in  the  final  stages  of  the  European  Security  Conference  in 
Helsinki. 

As  you,  Mr.  President,  have  pointed  out  on  many,  many  occasions,  the  dy- 
namics of  change — social,  technological,  global,  and  dimensional — affect  all 
nations.  So  can  and  should  the  results  of  Helsinki. 

We  welcome,  Mr.  President,  the  changing  relationship  being  forged  between 
East  and  West.  This  is  a  relationship  in  which  Romania  continues  to  assume  a 
most  important  role.  The  efforts  of  the  United  States  and  Romania  and  those 
of  the  other  [thirty-]  three  participating  nations  will  be  very  useful,  and  deeds 
equal  words. 

Not  the  least  result  of  the  Conference  has  been  to  show  that  smaller  nations 
can  make  an  independent,  can  make  an  equal  and  valuable  contribution  to  the 
world. 

While  recognizing  the  importance  of  the  Conference's  work,  the  United 
States  views  it  as  one  important  step  in  a  continuing  process.  It  is  imperative 
that  we  work  together  to  lessen  the  chances  for  conflict.  Let  all  nations  cooper- 
ate to  lessen  human  poverty,  human  suffering,  and  human  hunger. 

The  challenges  we  face  require  the  best  efforts  and  the  best  ideas  of  all  con- 
cerned, and  all  nations  must  have  a  positive  and  active  role  to  play. 

Mr.  President,  my  country  fully  recognizes  the  growing  interdependence  of 
mankind,  the  need  for  increased  cooperation  among  the  industrialized  nations, 
and  a  greater  recognition  of  the  concerns  of  the  developing  nations. 

The  United  States  will  make  full  and  fair  contribution.  We  look  to  the  other 
nations  of  the  world  to  join  with  us  in  this  important  endeavor. 

Mr.  President,  I  came  to  Romania  for  another  very  important  reason.  This 
complex  world  is  marked  by  diversity.  We  recognize  the  importance  of  close 
ties  with  a  country  that  shows  such  independence  and  such  vigor.  We  do  not 
always  agree,  but  we  value  the  courage  of  a  nation  that  wants  to  make  its  con- 
tribution to  a  better  world  by  its  own  very  special  efforts. 

Romania  has  won  the  admiration  of  the  American  people  for  her  positive 
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contributions  to  world  understanding.  I  am  confident  that  Romania  will  con- 
tribute constructively  in  helping  to  find  practical  and  durable  solutions  to  the 
problems  of  today  as  well  as  for  tomorrow. 

Mr.  President,  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Ford  and  myself,  I  thank  you  and  your  very 
gracious  wife  for  your  warm  hospitality.  I  raise  my  glass  to  you,  Mr.  President, 
and  to  the  building  of  a  more  secure  and  prosperous  international  community 
in  which  both  of  our  peoples  will  find  peace  and  progress  in  the  future. 


note:  The  President  spoke  at  approximately  11:30 
p.m.  in  the  Marble  Dining  Room  at  the  Palace  of 
the  Republic  in  response  to  President  Ceausescu's 
toast. 

President  Ceausescu  spoke  in  Romanian.  His  re- 
marks were  translated  by  an  interpreter  as  follows: 

Mr.  President,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ford,  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  friends  and  comrades: 

I  should  like  once  again  to  express  our  joy,  our 
joy  which  we  share,  all  of  us,  for  having  the 
President  of  the  United  States  with  us,  and  Mrs. 
Ford,  too,  and  his  associates,  as  our  guests  in 
Romania,  and  with  the  fact  that  this  visit  is  part 
of  the  continuous  development  of  the  friendly 
relations  and  cooperation  between  our  two  peoples. 

I  think  I  shall  not  be  mistaken  if  I  say  that 
in  this  very  place,  6  years  ago,  day  for  day,  we 
welcomed  the  first  President  of  the  United  States 
ever  to  visit  Romania.  By  sheer  coincidence,  be- 
cause it  was  not  programed  to  be  so,  you  are  coming 
to  Romania  precisely  6  years  after. 

At  that  time,  that  visit  was  regarded  as  a  some- 
what exceptional  thing  by  some  people.  Changes  of 
particular  importance  have  occurred  in  the  world 
since. 

But  in  the  first  place,  I  would  like  to  mention 
with  deep  satisfaction  the  fact  that  relations  be- 
tween Romania  and  the  United  States  have  seen 
very  strong  progress.  Besides  many  agreements  in 
these  years,  these  various  years,  among  which  the 
last  agreement  regards  our  trade  relations  which, 
I  have  to  say,  was  today  ratified  unanimously  by 
the  Council  of  State,  while  a  few  days  ago  it  was 
adopted  by  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the   United   States. 

I  can  say  that  once  this  agreement  has  come 
into  force,  an  agreement  whereby  our  two  coun- 
tries mutually  grant  each  other  the  most-favored- 
nation  treatment,  although  I  will  have  to  recog- 
nize that  Romania  stands  to  gain  significantly  as 
a  result  of  this,  larger,  broader  prospects  are  opening 
up  for  the  development  of  economic  relations 
between   our   two   countries. 

In  order  not  to  have  people  believe  that  Romania 
will  have  I  don't  know  what  kind  of  advantages 
as  a  result,  I  have  to  say  that  this  simply  means 


that  Romanian  products  are  going  to  enjoy  the 
same  status  as  the  produce  of  other  countries  on 
the  United  States  market. 

It  now  follows,  of  course,  for  our  goods  to  prove 
competitive  both  in  terms  of  price,  quality,  and 
technically.  In  the  last  few  years,  our  trade  exchanges 
have  gone  up  almost  four  times  over.  I  am  convinced 
that  after  this  trade  agreement  has  come  into  force 
in  the  forthcoming  years,  we  can  achieve  a  substan- 
tial increase  in  our  economic  exchanges  and  coopera- 
tive adventures,  although  fulfilling  the  target  of  $1 
billion  per  annum  in  the  next  3  to  4  years. 

As  you  see,  Mr.  President,  we  are  also  practical 
people  and  we  talk  primarily  of  material  things, 
things  of  economic  exchanges.  But  I  should  not 
fail  to  mention  the  fact  that  during  these  years  we 
also  concluded  agreements  in  technology,  science, 
culture,  and  there  has  been  an  intensive  exchange 
of  people  in  various  walks  of  life  between  our  two 
countries. 

Only  in  the  last  few  years,  more  than  5,000 
American  young  people  spent  several  weeks  in 
Romania,  and  starting  last  year,  groups  of  Ro- 
manian young  people  also  visited  the  United  States, 
within  the  program  appropriately  called  Ambassa- 
dors for  Friendship.  Indeed,  they  are  good  ambassa- 
dors for  peace  and  cooperation. 

We  attach  special  attention  to  such  activities,  not 
only  or  necessarily  in  connection  with  humanitarian 
problems,  as  described  in  the  documents  we  signed 
together  yesterday,  but  mainly  with  the  need  we 
feel  for  the  people  of  our  two  countries — for  the 
young  people  all  over  the  world — to  meet  together 
to  strengthen  their  cooperation,  so  that  in  the  future 
they  can  be  at  peace  and  work  together  with  each 
other  with  no  threat  of  force  or  war. 

Bearing  all  this  in  mind,  I  wish  to  express  my 
hope — more,  indeed,  my  conviction — that  your  visit 
to  Romania  is  going  to  mark  a  moment  of  particular 
and  new  importance  for  the  further  extension  of 
many-sided  cooperation  in  all  fields  between  our  two 
countries. 

I  think  I  am  not  going  to  disclose  a  special  secret 
if  I  simply  mention  that  during  our  talks  tonight  we 
agreed  to  work  in  this  direction  with  a  conviction 
that  this  responds  fully  to  the  interests  of  our  two 
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peoples,  to  the  interests  of  a  general  policy  of  co- 
operation and  peace  in  the  world. 

In  the  international  sphere,  change  has  been  per- 
haps even  more  important.  It  is  true  that  funda- 
mental changes  have  occurred  in  the  manner  people 
judge  events,  but  in  particular  in  the  ratio  of  forces 
in  the  international  arena. 

Novi^adays,  I  think  that  nobody — or  at  least  very 
few  people — would  regard  as  something  strange  or 
interpret  as  a  heresy  a  visit  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  Romania. 

On  the  contrary,  I  would  rather  think  that  it  is 
being  regarded  as  something  that  should  be  normal 
for  relations  between  states.  This  is  the  most  telling 
proof  of  the  depth  of  change  in  international 
relations. 

That  is  why  I  take  the  liberty  to  say  that  the 
first  visit  6  years  ago  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  Romania  had  a  particular  significance,  not 
only  for  the  relations  between  our  two  countries  but 
also  for  the  overall  course  towards  detente  and  co- 
operation in  international  terms. 

The  fact  that  two  countries  with  different  social 
systems  and  different  insights — to  say  nothing  about 
the  differences  between  their  heritage — were  able  to 
make  a  contribution,  each  one  related  to  what  it 
stands  for,  for  the  general  course  of  peace,  illustrates 
that  today  cooperation  among  states  and  among 
peoples,  regardless  of  size,  big  and  small,  irrespective 
of  their  social  system,  becomes  a  factor  of  particular 
importance  for  the  general  course  of  events  for  en- 
suring new  policy  based  on  equal  rights  and  mutual 
respect  among  all  the  nations  of  the  world. 

This  time  is  the  first  visit  of  a  President  of  the 
United  States  to  another  country,  after  the  successful 
conclusion  of  the  European  Security  Conference.  I 
should  like  to  interpret  this  as  an  expression  of  the 
beginning  of  the  application  of  the  points  we  have 
underscored  by  our  signature  yesterday  together  with 
the  executives  of  the  other  participating  states. 

Of  course,  it  just  happened  that  this  first  visit  was 
in  Romania,  but  maybe  it  now  acquires  a  special  sig- 
nificance— ^maybe  the  significance  that  two  states 
with  different  social  systems  and  different  insights 
are  firmly  determined  to  take  action  in  order  to  carry 
into  effect  things  for  which  they  had  signed  the  day 
before. 

No  doubt  there  are  still  many  problems  in  the 
world  that  await  a  solution.  You  mentioned  them 
in  your  speech  yesterday.  So  did  I.  Distinct  efforts 
will  still  be  required  by  all  states  in  order  to  see  to 
it  that  new  relations  are  built  among  states  and 
that  the  right  of  each  nation  is  respected  for  a  free 
development,  without  fear  of  aggression,  and  to 
ensure  the  rights  of  each  people  to  choose  its  own 
social  system  according  to  its  own  will. 

There  are  problems  in  Europe.  There  are  prob- 
lems in  Cyprus,  in  the  Middle  East,  Africa,  Latin 
America,    and    Asia,    but   all    of    them    could    be 


solved  starting  from  this  new  precedent  of  ruling 
out  force,  threat  of  the  use  of  force.  They  could  be 
solved  by  peaceful  means  so  as  to  give  a  happier 
future  to  the  people,  and  in  particular  we  should 
think  of  the  future  of  our  children,  of  our  young 
people,  and  of  the  total  mankind. 

We  can  hardly  overlook  the  fact  that  the  prob- 
lems of  disarmament  are  a  matter  of  concern  for 
all  peoples  these  days,  but  there  are  economic  prob- 
lems of  most  serious  degree,  the  solution  of  which 
requires  close  cooperation  in  order  to  solve  them  in 
a  way  opening  the  road  towards  a  new  economic 
order;  towards  the  more  rapid  progress,  in  the  first 
place,  of  the  developing  countries;  towards  economic 
stability  ensuring  the  progress  of  all  nations  and  a 
world  of  peace  and  cooperation. 

Mr.  President,  in  a  country  which  has  won  its 
independence  by  long  struggle,  a  country  which  has 
seen  for  hundreds  of  years  the  rule  of  foreign  domi- 
nation— and  everything  that  is  here  has  been 
achieved  by  struggle  and  by  work,  by  toil  and 
sometimes  by  renouncing  things  which  were  neces- 
sary but  could  be  spent  in  order  to  ensure  economic 
and  social  progress  of  the  country  to  make  sure 
of  its  independence. 

That  is  precisely  why  we  hoped  so  dearly  from 
our  hearts,  our  own  independent  development,  and 
that  is  why  we  understand  so  well  the  people  who 
now  wage  their  struggle  for  independence,  for  eco- 
nomic and  social  development  consonant  with  their 
own  will. 

The  country  is,  I  think,  the  decisive  factor  in  the 
process  of  building  a  better  world,  a  world  with 
more  justice  and  a  world  of  lasting  peace. 

The  peoples  have  reached  great  achievements  in 
the  fields  of  science  and  human  knowledge  in 
general.  People  now  meet  in  the  outer  space  and 
see  eye-to-eye. 

I  think  we  should  also  set  ourselves  the  goal  to 
meet  each  other  here  on  the  Earth  to  understand 
each  other,  to  work  together  with  each  other,  in 
order  to  make  it  so  that  each  nation  can  enjoy  her 
fruits  of  science,  technology,  the  advantages  of 
everything  that  human  civilization  has  created  best. 

It  is  in  that  spirit  that  Romania,  my  people,  wish 
to  cooperate  closely  with  the  people  of  America,  with 
the  United  States  of  America,  with  all  the  peoples 
of  the  world,  starting  from  a  conviction  that  only 
on  mutual  respect  and  only  on  friendly  cooperation 
can  we  note  the  future  of  human  civilization,  can 
we  build  the  world  of  peace  for  all. 

With  the  conviction  that  the  future  will  see  even 
better  cooperation  between  our  two  peoples  and  that 
your  visit,  sir,  is  going  to  give  a  new  impetus  to  our 
cooperation,  I  would  like  once  again  to  wish  you  to 
feel  at  home  here  during  your  brief  visit  to  this 
country  and  to  express  my  hope  that  at  the  appro- 
priate time  you  might  come  again  for  a  longer 
stay. 
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I  do  hope  that  Mrs.  Ford — as  it  happens  the  world  continuous  developments  of  friendly  relations  and  co- 
over,  given  the  private  life  of  Presidents — in  this  operation  betvi^een  Romania  and  the  United  States, 
respect  will  be  successful  in  persuading  you  to  come  for  the  continued  well-being  and  prosperity  of  the 
back  to  Romania  for  a  longer  stay.  great  American  nation,  for  peace  and  cooperation 

May  I  ask  all  that  are  present  in  this  hall  to  join  among  all  the  nations  of  the  world,  to  the  health 

me  in  this  toast  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  all  of  you. 
of  America  and  to  the  esteemed  Mrs.  Ford,  for  the 
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Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Joint  Communique  and  Trade 
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Mr.  President  and  distinguished  guests: 

Let  me  say  with  great  emphasis  my  appreciation  for  your  warm  hospitahty 
and  that  of  the  Romanian  people.  It  has  been  a  wonderful  experience  for  Mrs. 
Ford  and  myself  to  meet  so  many  of  your  people,  and  it  has  been  a  glorious 
opportunity  for  me  to  not  only  see  Bucharest  but  this  superb  area  of  your  coun- 
try where  we  are  today. 

I  am  especially  grateful  for  the  opportunity  to  have  friendly,  constructive,  and 
frank  discussions  with  you,  not  only  on  our  bilateral  relations  but  those  prob- 
lems that  we  see  on  a  worldwide  basis. 

For  the  last  several  years,  Mr.  President,  you  have  taken  the  leadership  in 
bringing  about  an  exchange  in  the  area  of  culture,  scientific  matters,  economic 
problems  between  your  country  and  our  country,  and  the  net  result  has  been 
mutually  beneficial  to  both. 

The  documents  that  we  have  just  signed  make  possible  the  kind  of  trade 
relationship  between  your  country  and  mine  that  will  enhance  the  prosperity 
of  both,  make  the  life  of  your  people  and  mine  richer,  and  will  be  beneficial 
on  a  worldwide  basis. 

What  I  have  signed  on  behalf  of  my  country  has  received  the  endorsement 
of  our  Government — the  executive,  the  legislative — and  therefore,  it  is  a  true 
contract  between  your  country  and  my  country  for  all  of  the  benefits  that  we 
can  share  equally. 

I  thank  you  again,  and  I  thank  the  Romanian  people. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  approximately  1:15  President  Ceausescu  spoke  in  Romanian.  His  re- 
p.m.  at  a  ceremony  following  their  meeting  at  Peles  marks  were  translated  by  an  interpreter  as  follows: 
Castle.  In  addition  to  the  joint  communique,  Presi-  jvfr.  President,  gentlemen,  and  comrades: 
dent  Ceausescu  and  President  Ford  signed  and  ex-  i  should  like  to  express  my  satisfaction  in  con- 
changed  notices  of  acceptance  of  the  U.S. -Romanian  nection  with  the  signing  of  our  communique  on  the 
trade  agreement.  results  of  the  visit  paid  to  Romania  by  you,  sir,  and 
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on  the  discussions  we  had  together  as  an  expression 
of  our  mutual  wish  to  extend  our  cooperation  in  all 
fields  and  to  work  together  more  closely  in  order  to 
promote  the  policy  of  peace  and  international  cooper- 
ation. 

At  the  same  time,  we  signed  the  documents 
whereby  the  two  countries  take  note  of  the  fact  that 
their  trade  agreement  has  come  into  effect  and  have 
exchanged  ratification  instruments  to  that  effect. 

As  a  result,  a  better  legal  framework  is  being 
created  for  further  expanding  economic  cooperation 
between  our  two  countries. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  satisfaction,  the  satis- 
faction of  my  Government,  and  of  the  Romanian 
people,  with  the  fact  that  the  relations  between 
Romania  and  the  United  States  have  now  been  estab- 
lished on  a  mutually  beneficial  basis,  that  our  two 
countries  are  now  desirous  to  apply  in  the  economic 
field  the  principles  of  mutual  advantage  through  the 
mutual  granting  of  the  most-favored -nations  treat- 
ment. 

During  these  2  days,  we  had  talks  on  many  prob- 
lems which  pertained  to  the  relations  between  the 
two  countries  and  also  to  a  number  of  international 
matters  which  are  today  of  general  concern  to  man- 
kind and  which  are  of  interest  today  to  our  two 
countries  as  well. 


I  am  glad  to  note  that  in  these  conversations  of 
ours  that  the  occupation  and  the  common  desire  have 
emerged  to  find  political  solutions  for  the  complex 
problems  now  confronting  mankind  and  to  insure 
the  continued  course  towards  detente,  cooperation, 
and  peace  in  the  world. 

That  is  why  I  should  like  to  emphasize  with  great 
satisfaction  that  your  visit  to  Romania,  sir,  although 
a  short  one,  is  now  being  concluded  with  the  most 
favorable  results,  both  with  regard  to  the  relations 
between  Romania  and  the  United  States  and  the 
future  prospects  of  these  relations,  as  well  as  with 
respect  to  the  need  to  take  further  action  together 
in  the  service  of  peace  and  cooperation,  in  the  service 
of  building  a  world  with  more  justice,  a  better  world 
on  our  planet. 

This  setting  in  the  mountains,  I  think,  has  also 
helped  create  a  favorable  climate,  and  I  hope  this 
will  be  reflected  in  the  continued  cooperation  be- 
tween our  two  countries  and  between  the  two  of  us, 
sir. 

I  wish  an  ever  better  and  better  and  fruitful  co- 
operation between  Romania  and  the  United  States.  I 
wish  that  we  can  work  together  and  to  the  good  of 
our  two  peoples  and  of  the  cause  of  peace. 
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Joint  Communique  Following  Talks  With  President 
Ceausescu  of  Romania.     August  3,  1975 

AT  THE  invitation  of  the  President  of  the  SociaUst  RepubHc  of  Romania, 
Nicolae  Ceausescu,  and  Mrs.  Elena  Ceausescu,  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  Gerald  R.  Ford,  and  Mrs.  EHzabeth  Ford,  paid  an  official  visit  to 
Romania  on  August  2-3, 1975. 

The  distinguished  guests  visited  places  of  cultural  and  social  interest  at 
Bucharest  and  Sinaia.  They  v^ere  given  a  v^arm  welcome  everywhere  as  an 
expression  of  the  esteem  and  high  regard  in  which  the  Romanian  people  hold 
their  friends,  the  American  people. 

During  the  visit,  President  Ford  and  President  Ceausescu  held  talks  regarding 
the  present  stage  of  relations  between  Romania  and  the  United  States,  as  well  as 
an  exchange  of  views  on  a  wide  range  of  international  problems  of  mutual  inter- 
est. The  talks  took  place  in  a  cordial  and  friendly  atmosphere  reflecting  mutual 
esteem  and  respect  as  well  as  the  favorable  course  of  Romanian-American  rela- 
tions in  recent  years. 
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The  two  Presidents  noted  with  satisfaction  that  bilateral  relations  in  the 
political^  economic,  technical-scientific,  cultural  and  other  fields  have  developed 
and  diversified  in  recent  years  in  the  spirit  of  the  principles  inscribed  in  the 
Joint  Declaration  signed  at  Washington  on  December  5, 1973. 

Reaffirming  the  adherence  of  their  countries  to  the  principles  in  the  Joint 
Declaration,  the  two  Presidents  resolved  to  continue  to  develop  relations  be- 
tween the  two  states  on  the  basis  of  these  principles,  in  order  to  promote  peace, 
international  cooperation  and  the  traditional  friendship  between  the  Romanian 
and  American  peoples. 

The  two  Presidents  gave  a  positive  assessment  to  the  evolution  of  economic 
links  between  the  two  countries.  They  resolved  to  continue  to  act  to  expand, 
economic,  industrial  and  technical-scientific  cooperation  and  trade  based  on  the 
principles  and  provisions  of  the  Joint  Declaration  on  Economic,  Industrial,  and 
Technological  Cooperation  between  Romania  and  the  United  States  adopted  at 
Washington  on  December  5, 1973. 

They  noted  also  the  importance  of  actions  taken  in  recent  years  to  encourage 
and  intensify  bilateral  commerce,  among  these  being  the  establishment  and 
activity  of  the  Romanian-American  Joint  Economic  Commission  and  the 
Romanian-U.S.  Economic  Council,  as  well  as  joint  production  and  commercial 
ventures. 

The  two  Presidents  hailed  with  deep  satisfaction  the  conclusion  of  the  Trade 
Agreement  between  the  Socialist  Republic  of  Romania  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  which  represents  a  major  contribution  to  the  expansion  of  economic 
relations  between  the  two  countries.  The  two  sides  expressed  the  conviction  that 
the  entry  into  force  of  the  Trade  Agreement  on  August  3, 1975,  by  exchange  of 
notices  of  acceptance  during  the  visit,  will  help  Romanian-American  trade  to 
grow  and  diversify,  thereby  influencing  favorably  the  entire  range  of  relations 
between  the  two  states. 

The  two  Presidents,  taking  note  of  the  positive  evolution  of  cooperative  ties 
between  economic  organizations  of  the  two  countries,  resolved  to  encourage 
wilder  links  through  joint  activities,  including  the  establishment  of  joint  produc- 
tion and  commercial  ventures.  To  this  end,  the  Romanian-American  Joint 
Economic  Commission,  whose  next  session  is  scheduled  soon  in  Washington, 
will  examine  appropriate  ways  and  measures.  The  two  Presidents  decided  that 
appropriate  departments  will  begin,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  negotiation  of  a  long- 
term  accord  on  economic,  industrial  and  technical  collaboration,  as  well  as  an 
agricultural  agreement.  Possibilities  for  a  bilateral  maritime  agreement  will  also 
be  discussed. 
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The  two  Presidents  welcomed  progress  achieved  in  technical  and  scientific 
cooperation  and  expressed  themselves  in  favor  of  exploring  possibilities  for 
mutually  beneficial  cooperation  through  the  conclusion  of  collaborative  agree- 
ments on  energy,  including  nuclear  energy,  environmental  protection,  public 
health,  and  in  other  fields. 

Both  sides  noted  the  conclusion,  in  December  1974,  of  the  first  long-term 
governmental  agreement  on  cooperation  and  exchanges  in  the  fields  of  culture, 
education,  science  and  technology  and  will  continue  to  give  it  full  support.  The 
two  sides  stressed  the  importance  of  this  agreement  for  better  mutual  under- 
standing of  spiritual  and  material  values,  for  expansion  of  links  in  these  fields 
between  their  respective  institutions,  organizations  and  associations,  and  for 
contacts  between  citizens  of  both  countries.  In  this  context,  the  two  Presidents 
welcomed  exchanges  and  contacts  between  youth  groups. 

Regarding  the  coming  anniversaries  of  major  events  in  the  histories  of  both 
nations— the  Bicentennial  of  the  United  States  and  the  Centennial  of  Romanian 
State  independence — the  two  Presidents  agreed  that  these  events  will  provide 
occasions  for  further  expanding  mutual  understanding. 

The  two  Presidents  noted  that,  in  the  spirit  of  the  1973  Declaration,  a  num- 
ber of  humanitarian  problems  have  been  solved.  They  agreed  to  continue  to 
take  action  in  this  field. 

President  Ford  expressed  his  concern  over  the  recent  disastrous  floods  which 
had  affected  Romania.  He  voiced  admiration  for  the  valiant  efforts  of  the 
Romanian  people  to  overcome  the  effects  of  this  natural  calamity.  President 
Ceausescu  thanked  President  Ford  for  his  concern  and  the  aid  extended  by 
the  United  States. 

The  two  Presidents  agreed  that  the  successful  conclusion  of  the  work  of  the 
Conference  on  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe  represents  an  important 
step  toward  the  achievement  of  greater  security  and  cooperation  on  the  con- 
tinent. In  order  to  achieve  broader  understanding  among  all  the  peoples  of 
Europe,  they  stressed  the  need  for  abiding  by  and  implementing  all  the  pro- 
visions of  the  final  act  adopted  at  Helsinki.  The  two  Presidents  expressed  their 
determination  to  strive  for  effective  disarmament  measures  which  strengthen 
the  peace  and  security  of  all  peoples  in  Europe. 

The  two  Presidents  emphasized  their  support  for  a  just  and  equitable  inter- 
national order  in  which  the  right  of  each  country,  regardless  of  size  or  political, 
economic  or  social  system,  to  choose  its  own  destiny  free  from  the  use  or  threat 
of  force  will  be  respected.  In  such  an  international  order,  each  country  may 
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develop  freely  on  the  basis  of  strict  respect  for  independence,  national  sover- 
eignty, juridical  equality,  and  non-interference  in  its  internal  affairs. 

During  the  talks,  the  tv^o  Presidents  held  an  exchange  of  views  on  the 
complex  economic  problems  v^hich  confront  mankind.  They  noted  that  to 
solve  these  problems,  account  must  be  taken  of  the  need  to  establish  fair  ecc^- 
nomic  relations  among  all  states  and  to  create  and  consolidate  an  economic 
equilibrium  v^hich  can  assure  stability  on  a  v^orld  scale,  in  the  interest  of  peace, 
international  security  and  the  general  progress  of  all  nations.  Attention  was 
given  to  effective  means  of  reducing  the  gap  between  developed  and  developing 
countries. 

The  two  Presidents  reaffirmed  the  indissoluble  link  between  security  and 
effective  disarmament  measures  as  well  as  the  pressing  need  for  continued 
vigorous  negotiations  toward  further  progress  in  the  limitation  of  armaments, 
including  nuclear  armaments. 

The  two  sides  expressed  their  concern  over  the  situation  in  the  Middle  East 
and  underlined  the  need  to  reach,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  just  and  lasting  peace 
in  the  region,  in  the  spirit  of  Resolution  338  of  the  Security  Council  of  the  United 
Nations,  taking  into  account  the  legitimate  interests  of  all  the  peoples  of  the 
area,  including  the  Palestinian  people,  and  respect  for  the  right  to  independence, 
sovereignty  and  security  for  all  states  in  the  area. 

The  two  sides  expressed  concern  over  the  evolution  of  the  situation  in  Cyprus 
and  favored  a  solution  based  on  respect  for  the  sovereignty,  independence  and 
territorial  integrity  of  the  Republic  of  Cyprus.  They  noted  that  the  talks  be- 
tween the  two  communities  on  the  island  can  contribute  fruitfully  to  a  solution 
of  the  situation. 

The  two  Presidents  agreed  that  good-neighborly  relations  of  friendship  among 
Balkan  countries  would  contribute  toward  cooperation,  security  and  improve- 
ment of  the  climate  in  Europe. 

The  two  Presidents  agreed  to  support  the  United  Nations  so  that  it  may  ful- 
fill its  mission  of  maintaining  world  peace  and  developing  international  co- 
operation and  understanding. 

The  two  Presidents  welcomed  the  Romanian-American  exchange  of  visits  in 
many  fields  and  at  various  levels  which  have  taken  place  in  recent  years.  In 
order  to  continue  the  positive  direction  of  Romanian-American  relations,  they 
agreed  to  develop  and  intensify  these  periodic  exchanges  of  views  at  all  levels. 

President  Ford  and  Mrs.  Ford  expressed  to  President  Nicolae  Ceausescu  and 
Mrs.  Elena  Ceausescu  their  deep  appreciation  for  the  extremely  cordial  recep- 
tion which  was  accorded  them  in  Romania. 
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The  two  sides  agreed  that  this  visit  was  another  contribution  to  friendship 
and  understanding  between  the  Romanian  and  American  Governments  and 
peoples  and  to  the  valuable  tradition  of  constructive  dialogue  which  has  evolved 
between  the  two  countries. 

Sinaia,  August  3,  1975 
Gerald  R.  Ford 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America 

NiCOLAE   CeAUSESCU 

President  of  the  Socialist  Republic  of  Romania 

note:  The  text  of  the  joint  communique  was  released  at  Sinaia,  Romania. 
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Remarks  on  Arrival  at  Belgrade,  Yugoslavia. 
August  3,  197^ 

President  Tito,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Mrs.  Ford,  our  son  Jack,  and  I  have  looked  forward  to  this  visit  to  Yugoslavia, 
a  country  of  great  beauty  and  a  country  v^ith  fierce  pride  in  its  independence. 

It  is  also  a  very  great  pleasure  for  me  to  make  my  first  visit  here  as  President 
of  the  United  States. 

Tv^elve  years  ago  I  came  to  Yugoslavia  as  a  Member  of  the  Congress  on  a 
far  less  happy  occasion — Skopje  had  been  devastated  by  an  earthquake.  I  remem- 
ber the  sad  and  very  grim  scene.  Mrs.  Ford  and  I  visited  Skopje.  I  am  very 
pleased  to  learn  that  Skopje  has  been  rebuilt  into  a  beautiful  and  modern  city. 

This  is  representative  of  the  progress  made  throughout  Yugoslavia  in  recent 
years.  It  is  a  fine  example  of  w^hat  creativity,  hard  v^ork,  and  determination— 
w^ell-know^n  characteristics  of  the  Yugoslav  people — can  achieve. 

I  am  looking  forward  to  my  talks  with  you,  Mr.  President.  You  are  truly 
respected  in  America  and  throughout  the  world  as  one  of  the  great  men  of  the 
postwar  era.  I  am  confident  that  our  discussions  of  bilateral  issues  and  questions 
affecting  the  peace  and  security  and  welfare  of  the  world  will  add  to  our  mutual 
understanding,  to  the  friendly  relations  of  our  two  countries,  and  the  friend- 
ship between  Yugoslavs  and  Americans. 

Mr.  President,  you  and  I  have  just  returned  from  Helsinki  where  we  attended 
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the  Conference  on  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe.  This  summit  was  an- 
other step  in  the  continuing  efforts  to  reduce  tensions  and  increase  international 
cooperation. 

It  represents  progress  which  we,  together  with  other  Conference  participants, 
must  build  upon.  Full  implementation  of  the  Helsinki  documents  promises 
greater  security,  greater  cooperation,  not  only  in  Europe  but  among  people 
everywhere. 

The  meeting  of  the  United  States,  Yugoslavia,  and  33  other  states  in  Finland, 
also  serves  as  the  latest  reminder  that  today's  world  finds  the  people  of  the 
world  increasingly  interdependent. 

As  we  meet  today  and  tomorrow  in  Belgrade,  so  soon  after  our  participation 
together  in  the  Helsinki  Conference,  we  are  mindful  of  the  need  for  coopera- 
tion by  all  nations  on  urgent  international  problems. 

I  am  confident  that  our  discussions  will  make  a  very  positive  contribution  in 
this  direction. 

Thank  you,  the  people  of  Yugoslavia,  for  your  gracious  welcome  to  this  great 
country. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:29  p.m.  at  Surcin  Later  in  the  day,  the  President  met  with  President 

Airport  in  response  to  remarks  of  welcome  by  Yugo-       Tito  at  the  Federal  Executive  Council  Building, 
slav  President  Josip  Broz  Tito. 
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Toast  at  a  State  Dinner  in  Belgrade. 
August  5,   1975 

Mr,  President,  Madame  Broz,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  am  very,  very  deUghted  to  be  back  in  Yugoslavia.  Twelve  years  is  much  too 
long  to  be  av^ay. 

Mrs.  Ford  and  I  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  the  v^arm  and  w^onderful  v^el- 
come  of  your  people  and  for  your  ov^n  very  gracious  remarks,  Mr.  President. 

While  I  am  deeply  appreciative  of  the  justly  renov^ned  Yugoslav  hospitality 
shown  to  Mrs.  Ford  and  to  me  personally,  I  am  very  mindful  that  this  kind 
expression  represents  the  friendship  which  the  Yugoslav  people  feel  for  the 
American  people. 

I  can  assure  you,  Mr.  President,  that  this  sentiment  is  fully  reciprocated  on 
our  part.  We  Americans  have  long  valued  our  ties  of  friendship  with  Yugo- 
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slavia.  Americans  have  particularly  admired  Yugoslavia's  independent  spirit. 
Whenever  independence  is  threatened,  people  everyv^here  look  to  the  example 
of  the  struggle  of  Yugoslavian  people  throughout  their  history.  They  take 
strength  and  they  take  inspiration  from  that  example. 

Mr.  President,  this  spirit  and  your  courageous  leadership  brought  the  Yugoslav 
people  successfully  through  the  harsh  trials  of  World  War  II  and  its  aftermath, 
into  an  era  of  peace,  stabiHty,  and  economic  grow^th.  Yugoslavia  is  confident  of 
its  place  in  the  w^orld  and  its  prospects  for  the  future,  and  I  believe  your  confi- 
dence is  fully  justified. 

American  interest  in  Yugoslavia's  continued  independence,  integrity,  and 
v^ell-being,  expressed  often  in  the  past,  remains  undiminished.  Tonight,  I  have 
the  pleasure  to  reassert  my  nation's  positive  interest  in  the  future  of  your  nation. 

Yugoslavs  and  Americans  have  both  benefited  from  many  joint  efforts  to 
speed  the  economic  development  of  Yugoslavia.  Our  bilateral  trade  continues 
to  grov^.  It  has  more  than  doubled  in  5  years.  Yugoslav-American  economic 
councils  have  been  established  in  Belgrade  and  New  York  City.  Many  American 
firms  are  working  closely  with  Yugoslav  enterprises,  such  as  the  construction 
of  your  country's  first  nuclear  power  facility.  Our  Export-Import  Bank  plays 
a  very  positive  role  in  supplying  loans  and  guarantees.  Yugoslav-American 
scientific,  technological,  cultural  cooperation  and  exchanges  are  an  increas- 
ingly important  part  of  our  bilateral  relations. 

But  our  mutual  accomplishments  in  dealing  with  economic  problems  must 
be  viewed  from  the  perspective  of  the  interdependence  of  all  nations. 

We  have  been  distressed  by  the  intransigence  and  irresponsibility  reflected  in 
some  of  the  discussions  of  vital  issues  in  United  Nations  forums.  The  growing 
alienation  between  developing  nations  can  only  harm  the  best  interests  of  both 
and  jeopardize  the  solution  of  universal  problems. 

I  assure  you,  Mr.  President,  that  the  United  States  will  play  its  full  role  and  its 
full  part  in  efforts  to  resolve  these  issues  in  the  best  interests  of  all  people. 

Yugoslavia  has  taken  a  very  prominent  role  in  international  affairs  under 
your  guidance,  Mr.  President.  The  United  States  recognizes  that  your  country's 
policy  of  nonalignment  makes  an  active  contribution  to  greater  understanding 
among  peoples. 

Yugoslavia  and  the  United  States  have  consistently  worked  for  cooperation 
based  on  the  equality  of  all  members  of  the  international  community  under  the 
United  Nations  Charter  in  setding  of  outstanding  international  problems. 

Our  two  countries,  as  in  the  case  of  all  friends,  have  had  differences,  but  we 
are  able  to  discuss  them  openly,  as  friends  do,  and  to  resolve  them.  The  main 
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point  is  that  we  are  never  in  doubt  about  the  importance  of  common  goals  or 
about  our  deep  commitment  to  the  continuity  of  friendly  relations. 

At  this  time,  with  the  aims  of  the  Conference  on  Security  and  Cooperation 
in  Europe  so  clearly  in  our  thoughts,  let  us  emphasize  the  mutuality  and  the 
interdependence  of  our  basic  concerns  for  peace,  security,  and  human  progress 
in  the  years  to  come. 

In  that  spirit,  I  ask  you  to  join  me  in  a  toast  to  President  Tito,  whose  courage, 
wisdom,  and  leadership  have  meant  so  much  for  Yugoslavia  and  the  world,  in 
which  his  country  has  played  such  an  important  part. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:50  p.m.  in  the  Federal  Executive  Council  Building  in  response  to  a  toast 
by  President  Tito. 

468 

Remarks  in  Belgrade  Following  a  Meeting  With  President 
Josip  Broz  Tito  of  Yugoslavia.     August  4^  1975 

Mr,  President: 

The  talks  that  we  have  had  for  the  last  day  have  been  too  short,  but  v^e  have 
discussed  in  great  detail  some  of  the  very  major  matters  that  both  of  our  countries 
are  equally  interested  in. 

We  did  discuss  the  bilateral  relations  between  Yugoslavia  and  the  United 
States.  That  included,  of  course,  our  economic  relationships.  It  did,  of  course, 
include  our  military  relationships.  And  in  both  instances,  I  indicated  very  firmly 
that  I  would  give  both  matters  or  problems  my  very  personal  attention  because 
of  their  significance. 

We  did  discuss  the  results  of  the  CSCE  Conference  in  Helsinki.  It  was  agreed 
that  this  was  a  step  forward,  as  both  of  us  indicated  in  our  speeches  in  Helsinki, 
but  that  we  had  to  produce  progress  if  we  were  to  justify  the  action.  And  when 
we  meet  here  in  Belgrade  2  years  from  now,  the  success  of  Helsinki  would  be 
proven  by  the  actions  that  have  been  taken  in  the  interim. 

We  did,  of  course,  discuss  the  problems  of  the  Middle  East.  I  indicated  that 
the  United  States  would  continue  its  very  vital  interest  in  progress  in  the  Middle 
East.  I  stated  very  emphatically  that  a  stalemate  in  the  Middle  East  was  unac- 
ceptable. I  indicated  that  moderation  on  the  part  of  all  parties  was  essential. 

I  also  indicated  that  flexibility  was  necessary  if  we  were  to  achieve  the  kind 
of  results  that  would  avoid  a  potential,  serious  development,  a  catastrophe  from 
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the  point  of  view  of  the  world  as  a  whole.  Moderation,  greater  flexibiUty  are 
absolutely  essential  at  the  present  time. 

I,  of  course,  thank  the  President  for  his  cordial  and  friendly  welcome,  and  I 
express  to  the  Yugoslavian  people  my  gratitude  for  the  warm  reception  given 
to  Mrs.  Ford  and  myself  and  our  son,  and  I  look  forward  to  an  expanding  and 
improving  relationship  between  our  peoples. 

Thank  you  very  much. 


note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:43  a.m.  at  the  Fed- 
eral Executive  Council  Building. 

President  Tito  responded  in  Serbo-Croatian.  His 
remarks  were  translated  by  an  interpreter  as  follows: 

It  is  a  little  difficult  for  me  to  make  a  state- 
ment, as  the  President  of  the  United  States  has 
already  said  all  that  I  wanted  to  say. 

I  must  say  that  the  talks  have  been  going  in  a 
very  cordial  and  constructive  spirit. 

When  we  discussed  bilateral  relations,  we  found 
that  such  relations  are  already  very  good,  but 
we  agreed  that  they  could  be  better  and  that  we  in- 
tended to  expand  them  in  the  future. 

Both  sides  have  obviously  expressed  concern  about 
the  situation  in  the  Middle  East;  I  think  [in]  that 
our  views  are  quite  identical,  especially  after  I 
heard  what  President  Ford  said  about  the  actions 
the  United  States  intends  to  take  in  the  future. 

As  far  as  the  international  situation  is  concerned, 
we  didn't  discuss  it  in  detail,  but  we  discussed  more 
the  economic  situation.  We  found  together  that  the 
economic  situation  is  very  serious  and  that  it  will  be 


a  matter  of  serious  discussion  at  the  forthcoming 
Special  Session  of  the  United  Nations.  And  after 
I  heard  what  President  Ford  and  State  Secretary 
Kissinger  said  about  the  attitude  the  United  States 
are  going  to  take,  I  think  I  can  be  hopeful  that  the 
Special  Session  will  be  a  successful  one. 

I  think  the  talks  with  President  Ford  and  State 
Secretary  Kissinger  were  in  the  spirit  of  the  joint 
declaration  we  adopted  in  Washington. 

I  wish  to  say  that  the  visit  has  been  a  very  suc- 
cessful one;  it  has  enabled  us  to  get  to  know  each 
other  a  litrie  better.  I  think  President  Ford  has  been 
able  to  see  that  the  peoples  of  Yugoslavia — ^judging 
by  the  reception  they  gave  you,  sir — wish  good  rela- 
tions with  the  United  States  of  America. 

So,  I  thank  you  for  your  visit  which  will  be, 
I  am  sure,  beneficial  for  both  countries  and  for 
the  future  relations. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 


Earlier  in  the  day,  the  President  met  with  Prime 
Minister  Dzemal  Bijedic  at  the  Old  Palace. 
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Toasts  of  the  President  and  President  Tito  of  Yugoslavia 

at  a  Working  Luncheon  in  Belgrade.     August  4,  1975 

Mr.  President: 

As  our  visit  in  Yugoslavia  draws  to  a  close,  let  me  express  my  deep  appreciation 
on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Ford  and  our  son  Jack  and  all  of  the  American  party  who 
join  me  in  thanking  you  once  more  for  the  warm  hospitality  and  deep  friend- 
ship that  you  have  shown  us.  We  have  had  a  marvelous  time  in  Belgrade. 

Mr.  President,  I  especially  appreciate  having  had  this  chance  to  hear  your 
views  on  our  bilateral  questions  and  on  the  issues  affecting  the  international 
community.  I  appreciate  your  long  experience  and  wisdom  reflected  in  each 
of  the  subjects  discussed  during  our  conversations  here. 
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I  have  valued  our  discussions  coming,  as  they  do,  immediately  after  the  Con- 
ference on  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe,  in  which  both  you  and  I  par- 
ticipated, representing  our  two  countries. 

I  am  pleased,  Mr.  President,  that  you  and  I  are  agreed  on  the  need  for  all 
participating  states  to  implement  its  documents  fully  and  in  good  faith.  If  we 
do  so,  we  will  contribute  to  greater  stability,  increasing  contacts  between  our 
peoples,  greater  cooperation  throughout  Europe.  We  will  contribute,  of  course, 
to  the  important  goal  we  both  share— a  world  in  which  all  peoples  enjoy  peace, 
prosperity,  and  security. 

I  am  pleased  that  our  views  have  been  close  on  many,  many  of  the  matters 
facing  our  two  peoples  and  all  of  mankind.  It  is  essential  that  we  now  work  to 
broaden  our  spirit  of  understanding  and  agreement,  to  achieve  a  better  reaUza- 
tion  within  the  international  community  of  the  interdependence  of  human 
societies  and  their  problems.  The  need  for  cooperation  in  seeking  solutions  to 
the  universal  problems  is  very  critical. 

Mr.  President,  your  country,  with  its  own  courageous  determination  to  main- 
tain its  independence,  can  fully  appreciate  the  importance  to  the  American 
people  of  our  celebration  of  our  200  years  of  freedom.  It  is  a  time  for  Americans 
to  reflect  upon  the  basic  values  that  brought  success  to  the  Original  Thirteen 
Colonies'  struggle  for  self-government. 

We  are  proud  of  the  significant  contribution  through  the  years  of  Yugoslav- 
Americans  to  our  national  growth  and  development.  They  constitute  a  bridge  of 
understanding,  good  will  and  kinship  between  Yugoslavia  and  the  United 
States— and  let  us  expand  that  bridge. 

As  I  close,  I  raise  my  glass  in  deepest  appreciation  to  you  in  a  toast  to  you,  Mr. 
President,  and  to  Yugoslav- American  friendship. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  approximately  3  p.m.  Yesterday    and    today    we   had    very    interesting 

at  the  Federal  Executive  Council  Building  in  re-  talks  which  showed  that  your  country,  as  well  as 

sponse  to  a  toast  by  President  Tito.  ours,  are  very  interested  to  peace  in  the  world  and 

President  Tito  spoke  in  Serbo-Croatian.  His  re-  progress    in    international    cooperation.    On    many 

marks  were  translated  by  an  interpreter  as  follows:  questions   we  have  the  same  views,   and  we  are 

^     p       J    *.  equally  ready  to  contribute  to  the  solution  of  major 

xjr      1        ■  ^     ,.-  c  international  problems. 

May  I  agam  express  once  agam  my  great  satisrac-  ,   ,  .  ,  ,  ,         ,  , 

tion  for  having  you  in  our  country.  Your  visit  is  one        ,  ^  *""''.  ^'  «"  °"  *<=  ^'^  '°^^  because  even  on 

more   important   contribution   to   our   traditionally  *"=  '1"««°"  °"  °"f  P°''"T-"'  "J 

good  relations,  and  I  am  convinced  that  the  further  *^f  ''='»  ^''^  new  consideration  being  expressed 

,  .         Ml  1  and  recognized  tor  further  dialog.  We  know  that 

cooperation  between  our  two  countries  will  be  pro-  i      tt  •    j    o  l  -l -r.     c 

*^  ^  the  United   States   has   a   great   responsibility   for 

moted  m  all  helds.  p^^^^  .^^  ^^^  ^^^j^  ^^^  ^^  development  of  inter- 

Although  your  stay  was  short,  you  could,  Mr.  ^^^^^^^^  cooperation  and  that  on  your  involvement 

President,    see    for    yourself   that   the    peoples    of  depends,  in  a  large  measure,  the  solution  of  many 

Yugoslavia  lavish  friendship  toward  the  American  questions. 

people,  and  they  wish  the  existing  ties  to  be  con-  We  appreciate  the  effort  you  are  engaging  in  this 

solidated  and  sanctioned.  direction.   Applying  consistently  the   principles  of 
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the     policy     of     nonalignment,     Yugoslavia     en-  better   to   know   our   people   and    the   effort   they 

deavors — and  we  shall  continue  to  do  so  in  the  make  in  the  building  of  a  better  life, 

future — to  strengthen  the  spirit  of  cooperation  be-  I  would  like,  Mr.  President,  that  you  convey  to 

tween  our  peoples,  to  consolidate  mutual  confidence,  the  American  people  the  feelings  of  sincere  friend- 

and  to  build  such  international  relations  in  which  ship  of  the  peoples  of  Yugoslavia  and  our  wishes 

independence,  equality,  and  cooperation  among  all  for    further    prosperity    of    the    United    States    of 

peoples  will  come  to  more  and  more  expression.  America. 

I   wish,   Mr.   President,    to   assure   you   that   the  I  raise  this  glass  to  the  good  health  and  personal 

talks  I  had  with  you  gave  me  great  satisfaction.  I  happiness  of  you  personally,  Mr.  President,  of  Mrs. 

hope  that  you  will  have  again  the  opportunity  to  Ford,  and  your  family,  to  the  health  of  your  asso- 

visit  our  country,  to  stay  a  little  longer,  and  to  get  ciates,  to  friendship  between  our  two  countries. 
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Remarks  to  Members  of  the  Belgrade  City  Assembly. 
August  4,  1973 

Mr,  Mayor  and  members  of  the  Assembly,  distinguished  members  of  govern- 
ment, ladies  and  gentlemen: 

It  is  a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  for  me  to  again  be  in  the  "White  City" 
on  this  occasion,  as  a  resident  of  the  White  House. 

Twelve  years  ago,  Mrs.  Ford  and  I  w^ere  privileged  and  honored  to  be  in 
Belgrade.  At  that  time,  I  v^as  a  member  of  the  Interparliamentary  Union.  As 
a  delegate  to  this  international  gathering,  we  were  formally  received  not  only 
by  the  people  of  Belgrade  but  we  were  entertained  and  equally  made  welcome 
by  the  delegates  from  your  parliament.  As  a  member  of  the  American  delega- 
tion, I  participated  in  the  various  activities  and  speeches  that  were  made  in  your 
parliament  building. 

Equally  important,  Mrs.  Ford  and  I  had  an  opportunity  to  visit  Skopje  and 
also  to  visit  Dubrovnik. 

I  would  like  to  say  with  great  emphasis,  we  found  in  our  10  days  in  Yugoslavia 
the  great  warmth  and  cordiaHty  of  the  people  of  Yugoslavia.  We  saw  the  cul- 
ture and  read  about  the  tradition  of  your  great  country.  And  as  the  mayor  has 
pointed  out,  the  long,  long  history  of  relations  between  the  United  States  and 
Yugoslavia  has  been  a  building  block  for  the  progress  that  has  taken  place  in 
the  last  10  and  15  years. 

This  is  a  firm  foundation  that  has  been  expanded  by  people-to-people  ex- 
changes, by  officials  from  communities  in  Yugoslavia  visiting  officials  and  com- 
munities in  the  United  States  and  vice  versa.  Of  course,  the  personal  contacts 
between  top  officials  in  your  government  and  in  mine  have  made  our  bilateral 
relations  better  and  better.  The  working  together  by  your  government  and  mine 
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on  many,  many  international  problems  has  made  the  world  a  safer  place  in 
which  to  live. 

I  therefore  say  to  you,  Mr.  Mayor,  and  your  associates  in  the  Assembly,  how 
grateful  I  am  for  this  beautiful  golden  plaque.  And  I  thank  you  for  the  hos- 
pitaUty  extended  to  me,  my  wife,  and  our  son  Jack. 

And  on  behalf  of  the  American  people,  I  invite  you  and  all  of  your  associates 
to  come  to  the  United  States  to  see  and  hear  from  our  people  on  our  Bicentennial 
anniversary. 

Thank  you  again.  I  am  deeply  grateful. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:40  p.m.  in  the  Belgrade  City  Hall.  Prior  to  his  remarks,  he  received  the 
Golden  Plaque  of  the  city  from  Mayor  Zivorad  Kovacevic. 
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Joint  Statement  Following  Talks  With  President  Tito 
of  Yugoslavia.     August  4,  1975 

AT  THE  invitation  of  the  President  of  the  Socialist  Federal  Republic  of 
Yugoslavia,  Josip  Broz  Tito,  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
Gerald  R.  Ford,  and  Mrs.  Ford  paid  an  official  visit  to  Belgrade,  Yugoslavia, 
on  August  3  and  4,  1975. 

Continuing  the  established  practice  of  regular  contacts  and  consultations 
betv^een  the  presidents  of  the  tv^o  countries.  Presidents  Tito  and  Ford  held 
cordial,  open  and  constructive  talks  on  a  v^ide  range  of  issues  of  mutual  interest. 
Taking  part  in  the  talks  v^ere,  from  the  Yugoslav  side.  Dr.  Vladimir  Bakaric, 
Vice  President  of  the  SFRY  Presidency;  Edvard  Karelj,  Member  of  the  SFRY 
Presidency;  Dzemal  Bijedic,  President  of  the  Federal  Executive  Council;  Milos 
Minic,  Vice  President  of  the  Federal  Executive  Council  and  Federal  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs;  Dimce  Belovski,  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Federation; 
Lazar  Mojsov,  Deputy  Federal  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs;  Toma  Granfil, 
Yugoslav  Ambassador  to  the  United  States;  Aleksandar  Sokorac,  Chief  of 
Cabinet  of  the  President  of  the  Republic;  Nikola  Milicevic,  Assistant  Federal 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs;  Andjelko  Blazevic,  Foreign  Policy  Adviser  to  the 
President  of  the  Republic;  Svetozar  Starcevic,  Director  for  the  North  American 
Department,  Federal  Secretariat  for  Foreign  Affairs; 

From  the  United  States  side,  Henry  A.  Kissinger,  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
Assistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security  Affairs;  Laurence  H.  Silberman, 
United  States  Ambassador  to  Yugoslavia;  Robert  T.  Hartmann,  Counselor  to 
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the  President;  Ronald  H.  Nessen,  Press  Secretary  to  the  President;  Lt.  General 
Brent  Scowcroft,  Deputy  Assistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security  Af- 
fairs; Richard  B.  Cheney,  Deputy  Assistant  to  the  President;  Helmut  Sonnen- 
feldt,  Counselor,  Department  of  State;  Arthur  Hartman,  Assistant  Secretary 
for  European  Affairs,  Department  of  State. 

The  President  of  the  Federal  Executive  Council,  Dzemal  Bijedic,  called  on 
President  Ford  and  conducted  talks  with  him  on  matters  concerning  bilateral 
cooperation. 

Presidents  Tito  and  Ford  reiterated  the  particular  importance  which  the 
governments  of  Yugoslavia  and  the  United  States  of  America  attach  to  the 
maintenance  of  peace  and  stability  by  the  peaceful  settlement  of  disputes,  and 
by  adherence  to  the  principles  of  independence,  mutual  respect  and  full  equality 
of  sovereign  states,  regardless  of  differences  or  similarities  in  their  social,  po- 
litical and  economic  systems,  and  in  full  accord  with  the  spirit  and  principles 
of  the  United  Nations  Charter. 

President  Ford's  visit  provided  an  occasion  for  a  thorough  review  of  bilateral 
relations  which  continue  to  develop  successfully.  President  Tito  and  President 
Ford  confirmed  that  the  principles  contained  in  the  joint  statement,  issued  in 
Washington  in  October  1971,  represent  the  continuing  basis  for  relations  and 
cooperation  between  Yugoslavia  and  the  United  States  of  America.  In  conver- 
sations between  President  Ford  and  President  Tito  further  stimulus  was  given 
to  these  relations.  The  two  Presidents  noted  that  additional  progress  has  been 
achieved  in  cooperation  in  the  economic  area  and  agreed  that  possibilities  exist 
for  further  mutually  beneficial  development  of  trade,  investment  and  other 
contemporary  forms  of  economic  cooperation.  Concrete  ways  to  achieve  expan- 
sion in  this  field  were  discussed. 

The  two  Presidents  once  again  emphasized  the  significant  contribution  of 
exchanges  in  the  sphere  of  social  and  physical  sciences,  culture,  education,  in- 
formation, etc.,  to  the  deepening  of  mutual  understanding  and  respect  and 
agreed  to  make  efforts  to  further  develop  such  exchanges. 

President  Ford  greeted  the  readiness  of  the  Yugoslav  government  to  con- 
tribute to  the  celebration  of  the  200th  anniversary  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica through  various  cultural  and  artistic  presentations. 

The  two  Presidents  emphasized  the  deep  historical  and  cultural  ties  which 
exist  between  their  countries,  and  especially  the  part  which  Americans  of 
Yugoslav  origin  have  long  played  in  strengthening  the  bonds  of  friendship 
between  their  new  and  former  homelands  and  agreed  that  these  ties  should 
be  strengthened. 
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The  two  Presidents  expressed  their  satisfaction  over  the  recent  conclusion  of 
the  Conference  on  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe.  They  consider  that  the 
consistent  implementation  of  the  provisions  of  the  final  act  which  the  signatory 
countries  pledged  themselves  to  fulfill,  will  contribute  significantly  to  the 
achievement  of  the  Conference's  important  goals  and  encourage  further  efforts 
to  strengthen  peace  and  security  in  Europe  and  to  improve  political,  economic 
and  other  relations  among  states  and  peoples. 

President  Tito  and  President  Ford  emphasized  that  the  interdependence  of 
all  peoples  and  countries,  developed  and  developing,  is  an  essential  factor  in 
the  search  for  a  just  and  effective  economic  development.  Reviewing  the  urgent 
problems  facing  mankind  in  the  area  of  international  economic  relations,  they 
agreed  on  the  need  to  increase  their  efforts  to  find  equitable  solutions  on  the 
basis  of  improved  international  cooperation  and  respect  for  the  interests  of  all. 

The  two  Presidents  reviewed  a  number  of  other  important  international 
problems,  including  the  situation  in  the  Middle  East,  the  Mediterranean,  Cyprus 
and  the  questions  of  disarmament. 

President  Tito  particularly  presented  views  on  the  importance  of  the  policy 
of  nonalignment  in  today's  world.  He  also  emphasized  the  significance  of  United 
States  policies  in  international  affairs.  President  Ford  set  forth  United  States 
positions  on  various  matters  including  the  significance  of  the  Yugoslav  policy 
of  nonalignment  in  international  affairs. 

President  Ford  reaffirmed  the  steadfast  interest  of  the  United  States  and  its 
support  for  the  independence,  integrity,  and  nonaligned  position  of  Yugoslavia. 

The  two  Presidents  on  this  occasion  reaffirmed  the  importance  of  periodic 
contacts  and  consultations  at  various  levels  in  fields  of  mutual  interest. 

The  principles  set  forth  in  this  joint  statement  are  the  foundation  of  United 
States-Yugoslav  relations.  They  constitute  the  firm  basis  on  which  the  friendly 
relations  of  the  two  countries  will  be  conducted  in  the  future. 

note:  The  text  of  the  joint  statement  was  released  at  Belgrade,  Yugoslavia. 

472 

Text  of  Remarks  on  Returning  From  Europe. 
August  4,  1975 

I  AM,  of  course,  very  glad  to  be  home,  but  I  am  also  very  glad  that  I  went  to 
Europe.  By  representing  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  35-nation  Con- 
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ference  on  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe  at  Helsinki,  I  was  able  to  deliver 
in  person  a  message  of  enormous  significance  to  all  Europeans. 

That  message  was — America  still  cares.  The  torch  in  the  Statue  of  Liberty 
still  burns  bright.  We  will  stand  for  freedom  and  independence  in  1976  as  we 
did  in  1776.  The  United  States  of  America  still  believes  that  all  men  and  women, 
everywhere,  should  enjoy  the  God-given  blessings  of  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit 
of  happiness  in  a  world  of  peace. 

The  reception  that  I  received  from  the  peoples  of  the  five  countries  I  visited — 
West  Germany,  Poland,  Finland,  Romania,  and  Yugoslavia — ^was  not  a  tribute 
to  me  so  much  as  to  the  ideals  and  the  continuing  leadership  of  the  United 
States  in  the  worldwide  effort  for  peace,  progress,  and  prosperity  for  all  nations. 

That  an  American  President  could  receive  such  warm  and  hospitable  wel- 
comes in  the  countries  of  Eastern  Europe  shows  that  the  message  I  brought  to 
Helsinki  came  through  loud  and  clear. 

And  we  will  continue  to  encourage  the  full  implementation  of  the  principles 
embodied  in  the  CSCE  declarations  until  the  1977  foUowup  meeting  to  assess 
how  well  all  the  signatory  states  have  translated  these  principles  into  concrete 
action  for  the  benefit  of  their  peoples  and  the  common  progress  in  Europe. 

Europeans — East  and  West— will  also  be  watching.  If  the  principles  of 
Helsinki  are  lived  up  to,  as  each  leader  solemnly  pledged,  then  we  can  consider 
the  Conference  a  success  in  which  we  have  played  a  significant  part. 

My  reception  in  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  and  Finland  and  the  per- 
sonal talks  that  I  was  able  to  have  with  the  leaders  of  our  NATO  allies  and 
other  governments  were  constructive  and  greatly  gratifying.  So  were  my  dis- 
cussions with  General  Secretary  Brezhnev  which,  I  am  confident,  will  lead  to 
an  accelerated  disposition  of  some  of  the  differences  which  existed  before  our 
meetings. 

I  believe  we  are  on  the  right  course  and  the  course  that  offers  the  best  hope 
for  a  better  world.  I  will  continue  to  steer  that  steady  course,  because  this  experi- 
ence has  further  convinced  me  that  millions  of  hopeful  people,  in  all  parts  of 
Europe,  still  look  to  the  United  States  of  America  as  the  champion  of  human 
freedom  everywhere  and  of  a  just  peace  among  the  nations  of  the  world. 

I  repeat:  I  am  glad  that  I  went.  I  am  happy  to  be  back. 

note:  Because  of  inclement  weather,  the  President  did  not  deUver  the  remarks  on  arrival  at  Andrews 
Air  Force  Base,  Md. 
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473 

Remarks  Upon  Signing  a  Bill  Restoring  Rights  of 
Citizenship  to  General  Robert  E.  Lee.     August  5,  1975 

Governor  Godwin,  Senator  Byrd,  Congressman  Butler,  Congressman  Harris, 
Congressman  Satterfield,  Congressman  Downing,  and  Congressman  Daniel, 
distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  am  very  pleased  to  sign  Senate  Joint  Resolution  23,  restoring  posthumously 
the  long  overdue,  full  rights  of  citizenship  to  General  Robert  E.  Lee.  This  legis- 
lation corrects  a  110-year  oversight  of  American  history.  It  is  significant  that 
it  is  signed  at  this  place. 

Lee's  dedication  to  his  native  State  of  Virginia  chartered  his  course  for  the 
bitter  Civil  War  years,  causing  him  to  reluctantly  resign  from  a  distinguished 
career  in  the  United  States  Army  and  to  serve  as  General  of  the  Army  of  North- 
ern Virginia.  He,  thus,  forfeited  his  rights  to  U.S.  citizenship. 

Once  the  war  w^as  over,  he  firmly  felt  the  wounds  of  the  North  and  South 
must  be  bound  up.  He  sought  to  show  by  example  that  the  citizens  of  the  South 
must  dedicate  their  efforts  to  rebuilding  that  region  of  the  country  as  a  strong 
and  vital  part  of  the  American  Union. 

In  1865,  Robert  E.  Lee  wrote  to  a  former  Confederate  soldier  concerning 
his  signing  the  Oath  of  Allegiance,  and  I  quote:  "This  war,  being  at  an  end,  the 
Southern  States  having  laid  down  their  arms,  and  the  questions  at  issue  be- 
tween them  and  the  Northern  States  having,  been  decided,  I  believe  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  everyone  to  unite  in  the  restoration  of  the  country  and  the  reestablish- 
ment  of  peace  and  harmony." 

This  resolution  passed  by  the  Congress  responds  to  the  formal  application  of 
General  Lee  to  President  Andrew  Johnson  on  June  13, 1865,  for  the  restoration 
of  his  full  rights  of  citizenship.  Although  this  petition  was  endorsed  by  General 
Grant  and  forwarded  to  the  President  through  the  Secretary  of  War,  an  Oath 
of  Allegiance  w^as  not  attached  because  notice  of  this  additional  requirement 
had  not  reached  Lee  in  time. 

Later,  after  his  inauguration  as  President  of  Washington  College  on  Octo- 
ber 2,  1865,  Lee  executed  a  notarized  Oath  of  Allegiance.  Again  his  application 
was  not  acted  upon  because  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  was  apparently  lost.  It  was 
finally  discovered  in  the  National  Archives  in  1970. 

As  a  soldier.  General  Lee  left  his  mark  on  military  strategy.  As  a  man,  he 
stood  as  the  symbol  of  valor  and  of  duty.  As  an  educator,  he  appealed  to  reason 
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and  learning  to  achieve  understanding  and  to  build  a  stronger  nation.  The 
course  he  chose  after  the  war  became  a  symbol  to  all  those  who  had  marched 
with  him  in  the  bitter  years  towards  Appomattox. 

General  Lee's  character  has  been  an  example  to  succeeding  generations, 
making  the  restoration  of  his  citizenship  an  event  in  which  every  American 
can  take  pride. 

In  approving  this  Joint  Resolution,  the  Congress  removed  the  legal  obstacle 
to  citizenship  which  resulted  from  General  Lee's  Civil  War  service.  Although 
more  than  a  century  late,  I  am  delighted  to  sign  this  resolution  and  to  complete 
the  full  restoration  of  General  Lee's  citizenship. 

note:  The  President  spoke  .at  2:12  p.m.  at  Arling-       home  of  General  Lee. 

ton  House,  ArHngton,  Va.  Arlington  House,  for-  As  enacted,  S.J.  Res.  23  is  Public  Law  94-67  (89 

merly  known  as  the  Custis-Lee  Mansion,  was  the       Stat.  380). 

474 

Text  of  a  Toast  at  a  Working  Dinner  for  Prime  Minister 
Takeo  Miki  of  Japan.     August  5,  1973 

Mr.  Prime  Minister: 

In  the  last  40  years,  you  have  visited  this  country  in  many  capacities — as  a 
student,  as  a  private  citizen,  as  a  representative  of  your  government,  as  a  states- 
man— but  alv/ays  as  a  good  friend.  Ten  years  ago,  you  came  as  Foreign  Minister. 
We  met  2  years  ago  w^hen  you  visited  Washington  as  Deputy  Prime  Minister. 
Today,  I  am  honored  to  greet  you  as  the  Prime  Minister  of  your  great  nation. 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  you  and  I  have  participated  in  pubHc  Hfe  for  many  years. 
We  appreciate  the  transformation  in  Japanese- American  relations  of  the  last  30 
years.  We  understand  the  immense  benefits  our  two  peoples  enjoy  because  of 
this  very  close  friendship.  The  keystone  of  this  relationship  is  a  sound  security 
accord.  The  United  States  remains  firmly  committed  to  the  alliance  v^ith 
Japan — an  undertaking  wt  could  not  value  more  highly. 

It  is  significant  that  your  first  trip  abroad  as  Prime  Minister  is  to  the  United 
States,  just  as  my  first  overseas  visit  as  President  was  to  Japan.  These  priorities 
reflect  the  order  and  standing  of  Japanese-American  relations.  They  confirm 
our  growing  cooperation,  which  is  basic  to  our  respective  foreign  policies.  Our 
visits  accentuate  the  interdependence  of  our  countries  and  the  extent  to  which 
the  security  and  prosperity  of  our  two  peoples  have  become  interwoven  in  the 
second  half  of  the  20th  century. 
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Mr.  Prime  Minister,  your  visit  provides  a  timely  opportunity  for  us  to  review^ 
our  cooperative  ejfiforts  to  deal  w^ith  vital  matters — ^food  and  energy,  trade  and 
development.  Such  issues  w^ill  be  the  major  focus  of  international  relations  for 
many  years  and  perhaps  for  the  remainder  of  this  century. 

The  United  States  has  admiration  and  respect  for  Japan's  constructive  contri- 
butions to  the  search  for  solutions  to  the  world's  economic  and  political  prob- 
lems. It  is  imperative  that  v^e  continue  w^orking  together.  We  can  report  to  our 
peoples  that  our  bilateral  relations  are  respectfully  intimate  and  remarkably 
free  of  trouble.  We  are  approaching  nev^  international  challenges  v^ith  a  grow- 
ing knowledge  of  the  underlying  issues  and  with  creative  and  responsive 
programs. 

In  your  policy  speech  to  the  Diet  in  January,  you  said  the  whole  of  mankind 
shares  a  common  fate  aboard  the  ship  called  Earth.  I  agree  completely.  I  would 
like  Japanese-American  relations  to  provide  a  pattern  of  cooperation  for  all 
countries.  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  Americans  look  forward  with  pleasant  anticipa- 
tion to  the  visit  this  fall  of  Their  Imperial  Majesties,  the  Emperor  and  Empress. 
Our  citizens  will  extend  a  warm  welcome.  I  am  convinced  that  the  visit  of  Their 
Majesties  will  lend  a  new  dimension  to  our  relations.  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  I 
sincerely  hope  your  visit  with  us  will  be  as  productive  for  you  as  my  trip  to 
Japan  last  year  was  for  me. 

Gentlemen,  will  you  join  me  in  a  toast  to  His  Imperial  Majesty,  to  you,  Mr. 
Prime  Minister,  to  the  people  of  Japan,  to  continued  close  cooperation  between 
our  two  great  countries. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  the  dinner  which  began  at  7:30  p.m.  at  the  White  House. 

475 

Joint  Announcement  to  the  Press  Following  Discussions 
With  Prime  Minister  Miki  of  Japan.     August  6,  1973 

1.  PRIME  MINISTER  MIKI  and  President  Ford  met  in  Washington  Au- 
gust 5  and  6  for  a  comprehensive  review  of  various  subjects  of  mutual  interest. 
The  discussions  between  the  two  leaders,  in  which  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs 
Miyazawa  and  Secretary  of  State  Kissinger  participated,  were  conducted  in  an 
informal  and  cordial  atmosphere.  Their  meetings  were  productive  and  reflected 
the  strength  and  breadth  of  the  existing  friendship  between  Japan  and  the 
United  States. 
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2.  The  Prime  Minister  and  the  President  reaffirmed  the  basic  principles  and 
common  purposes  underlying  relations  between  Japan  and  the  United  States 
as  set  forth  in  the  Joint  Communique  of  November  20,  1974,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  President's  visit  to  Japan.  In  so  doing,  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Presi- 
dent noted  that  Japan  and  the  United  States,  w^hile  sharing  basic  values  and 
ideals,  differ  in  their  national  characteristics  and  the  circumstances  in  w^hich 
they  are  placed;  and  yet  the  tw^o  nations,  acting  together,  have  draw^n  upon  the 
strengths  inherent  in  such  diversity  to  build  a  mature,  mutually  beneficial  and 
complementary  relationship. 

They  emphasized  the  fundamental  importance  in  that  relationship  of  con- 
structive and  creative  cooperation  betv^een  the  tw^o  countries  tow^ard  the  shared 
goals  of  w^orld  peace  and  prosperity.  Expressing  satisfaction  v^ith  the  open  and 
frank  dialogue  v^hich  has  developed  betw^een  the  tw^o  Governments,  they 
pledged  to  maintain  and  strengthen  this  consultation.  To  this  end,  the  Minister 
for  Foreign  Affairs  and  the  Secretary  of  State  v^ill  review^  tv^ice  a  year  bilateral 
and  global  matters  of  common  concern. 

3.  The  Prime  Minister  and  the  President  discussed  developments  in  Asia 
following  the  end  of  armed  conflict  in  Indochina.  The  President,  recognizing 
the  importance  of  Asia  for  world  peace  and  progress,  reaffirmed  that  the  United 
States  would  continue  to  play  an  active  and  positive  role  in  that  region  and 
would  continue  to  uphold  its  treaty  commitments  there.  The  Prime  Minister 
and  the  President  welcomed  the  efforts  being  made  by  many  nations  in  Asia 
to  strengthen  their  political,  economic  and  social  bases.  They  stated  that  Japan 
and  the  United  States  were  prepared  to  continue  to  extend  assistance  and 
cooperation  in  support  of  these  efforts.  They  agreed  that  the  security  of  the 
Republic  of  Korea  is  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  peace  on  the  Korean 
peninsula,  which  in  turn  is  necessary  for  peace  and  security  in  East  Asia,  in- 
cluding Japan.  They  noted  the  importance  of  the  existing  security  arrange- 
ments for  maintaining  and  preserving  that  peace.  At  the  same  time  they  strongly 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  dialogue  between  the  South  and  North  would 
proceed  in  order  to  ease  tensions  and  eventually  to  achieve  peaceful  unification. 
In  connection  with  the  Korean  question  in  the  United  Nations,  the  Prime 
Minister  and  the  President  expressed  the  hope  that  all  concerned  would  recog- 
nize the  importance  of  maintaining  a  structure  which  would  preserve  the 
armistice  now  in  effect. 

4.  The  Prime  Minister  and  the  President  expressed  their  conviction  that  the 
Treaty  of  Mutual  Cooperation  and  Security  between  Japan  and  the  United 
States  has  greatly  contributed  to  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  security  in  the 
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Far  East  and  is  an  indispensable  element  of  the  basic  international  political 
structure  in  Asia,  and  that  the  continued  maintenance  of  the  Treaty  serves  the 
long-term  interests  of  both  countries.  Further,  they  recognized  that  the  United 
States  nuclear  deterrent  is  an  important  contributor  to  the  security  of  Japan.  In 
this  connection,  the  President  reassured  the  Prime  Minister  that  the  United 
States  would  continue  to  abide  by  its  defense  commitment  to  Japan  under  the 
Treaty  of  Mutual  Cooperation  and  Security  in  the  event  of  armed  attack  against 
Japan,  w^hether  by  nuclear  or  conventional  forces.  The  Prime  Minister  stated 
that  Japan  would  continue  to  carry  out  its  obligations  under  the  Treaty.  The 
Prime  Minister  and  the  President  recognized  the  desirability  of  still  closer  con- 
sultations for  the  smooth  and  effective  implementation  of  the  Treaty.  They 
agreed  that  the  authorities  concerned  of  the  two  countries  would  conduct  con- 
sultations within  the  framework  of  the  Security  Consultative  Committee  on 
measures  to  be  taken  in  cooperation  by  the  two  countries. 

5.  The  Prime  Minister  and  the  President  discussed  various  international  issues 
of  common  concern.  The  President  noted  that  the  United  States  would  continue 
to  seek  an  early  conclusion  to  negotiations  of  the  second  agreement  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  on  the  limitation  of  strategic  arms.  The 
Prime  Minister  and  the  President  expressed  their  strong  hope  that  prompt 
progress  be  made  through  current  efforts  toward  a  peaceful  settlement  in  the 
Middle  East. 

6.  The  Prime  Minister  and  the  President  expressed  their  concern  over  the 
recent  trend  toward  nuclear  proliferation  in  the  world,  and  agreed  that  Japan 
and  the  United  States  should  participate  positively  in  international  efforts  for 
the  prevention  of  nuclear  proliferation  and  the  development  of  adequate  safe- 
guards. They  emphasized  that  all  nuclear-weapon  states  should  contribute  con- 
structively in  the  areas  of  nuclear  arms  limitation,  the  security  of  non-nuclear 
weapon  states,  and  the  use  of  nuclear  energy  for  peaceful  purposes.  The  Prime 
Minister  expressed  his  intention  to  proceed  with  the  necessary  steps  to  bring 
about  Japan's  ratification  of  the  nuclear  non-proliferation  treaty  at  the  earliest 
possible  opportunity. 

7.  In  light  of  the  increasing  economic  interdependence  of  the  nations  of  the 
world,  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  President  agreed  that  Japan  and  the  United 
States  share  a  special  responsibihty  toward  the  development  of  a  stable  and 
balanced  world  economy.  They  agreed  that  the  two  countries  would  work  in 
close  consultation  toward  the  resolution  in  a  manner  beneficial  to  all  nations 
of  problems  relating  to  the  general  condition  of  the  world  economy,  interna- 
tional finance,  trade,  energy,  and  cooperation  between  developed  and  developing 
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nations.  They  noted  with  satisfaction  that  trade  and  investment  relations  be- 
tween the  two  countries  are  expanding  in  a  steady  and  mutually  beneficial 
manner. 

8.  Observing  the  importance  of  free  and  expanding  trade  to  the  world  econ- 
omy, the  Prime  Minister  and  the  President  emphasized  the  need  for  an  open 
international  trading  system,  and  affirmed  that  Japan  and  the  United  States 
would  continue  to  play  a  positive  and  constructive  role  in  the  Tokyo  Round 
of  multilateral  trade  negotiations  currently  underway  in  Geneva  within  the 
framework  of  the  General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade. 

9.  Recognizing  that  there  remain  elements  of  instability  in  the  world  energy 
situation,  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  President  expressed  their  satisfaction  with 
the  progress  thus  far  achieved  in  cooperation  among  consumer  nations. 

They  agreed  to  maintain  and  strengthen  cooperation  between  Japan  and  the 
United  States  in  this  field  and  in  the  development  of  their  respective  national 
energy  efforts.  Agreeing  that  mutual  understanding  and  cooperation  among  all 
nations  is  fundamental  to  the  solution  of  the  international  energy  problem,  they 
noted  the  urgent  need  for  the  development  of  harmonious  relations  between  oil 
producing  and  consuming  nations.  In  this  connection,  they  welcomed  steps  now 
being  taken  to  resume  the  dialogue  between  oil  producer  and  consumer  na- 
tions, and  expressed  their  determination  that  the  two  countries  should  further 
strengthen  and  coordinate  their  cooperative  efforts  for  that  purpose. 

10.  Noting  the  desirability  of  establishing  adequate  supply  and  distribution 
to  meet  the  world's  growing  demand  for  food,  the  Prime  Minister  and  the 
President  agreed  upon  the  importance  of  cooperation  in  agricultural  develop- 
ment assistance  to  promote  the  food  production  capabilities  of  developing  coun- 
tries. The  President  further  noted  the  need  for  the  early  establishment  of  an 
internationally  coordinated  system  of  nationally-held  grain  reserves.  The  Prime 
Minister  stressed  the  need  for  a  steady  expansion  of  trade  in  agricultural  prod- 
ucts through  cooperation  between  exporting  and  importing  countries  to  their 
mutual  benefit.  The  Prime  Minister  and  the  President  reaffirmed  the  interest  of 
the  two  countries  in  maintaining  and  strengthening  the  mutually  beneficial 
agricultural  trade  between  them. 

11.  Noting  the  need  to  assist  the  efforts  of  the  developing  countries  to  promote 
their  own  economic  development  and  to  meet  the  human  aspirations  of  their 
peoples,  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  President  agreed  upon  the  importance  of 
increased  cooperation,  both  between  Japan  and  the  United  States  and  with  the 
developing  countries,  in  such  areas  as  development  assistance  and  trade,  includ- 
ing that  of  primary  commodities. 
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12.  The  Prime  Minister  and  the  President  expressed  appreciation  for  the 
achievements  recorded  during  the  past  decade  by  existing  bilateral  cooperative 
programs  in  the  fields  of  medicine,  science,  and  technology,  and  for  the  w^ork 
underw^ay  in  the  panel  for  the  review  of  Japan/U.S.  Scientific  and  Technological 
Cooperation.  They  declared  their  satisfaction  at  the  signing  on  August  5  by  the 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  and  the  Secretary  of  State  of  a  new  agreement 
between  the  two  countries  for  cooperation  in  environmental  protection.  They 
recognized  further  that  the  promotion  of  mutual  understanding  through  cul- 
tural and  educational  exchange  is  of  basic  importance  to  the  strengthening  of 
friendly  relations  between  the  Japanese  and  American  peoples.  In  this  regard, 
the  Prime  Minister  expressed  his  intention  of  continuing  to  expand  such  ex- 
change in  addition  to  the  promotion  of  Japanese  studies  in  the  United  States 
and  other  projects  thus  far  carried  out  by  Japan,  notably  through  the  Japan 
Foundation.  Welcoming  the  Prime  Minister's  statement,  the  President  expressed 
his  intention  to  continue  his  efforts  to  make  expanded  resources  available  for 
further  promoting  cultural  and  educational  exchange  with  Japan. 

13.  The  Prime  Minister  conveyed  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  Japan  sincere 
congratulations  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  as  they  celebrate  the  200th 
anniversary  of  their  independence  in  the  coming  year.  The  President  thanked 
the  Prime  Minister  for  these  sentiments  and  expressed  the  deepest  appreciation 
of  the  American  people. 

476 

Joint  Statement  Following  Discussions  With  Prime  Minister 
Miki  of  Japan.     August  6,  1973 

THE  PRIME  MINISTER  of  Japan  and  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
recognizing  that  the  Japanese  and  American  peoples  share  fundamental  demo- 
cratic values  and  are  joined  together  by  ties  of  mutual  trust  and  cooperation, 
affirm  that  their  two  nations  w^ill  continue  to  v^ork  together  to  build  a  more 
open  and  free  international  community,  and  state  as  follows: 

— ^A  more  stable  and  peaceful  world  order  requires  the  acceptance  by  all 
nations  of  certain  principles  of  international  conduct,  and  the  estabUshment  of 
a  creative  international  dialogue — transcending  differences  of  ideology,  tradi- 
tion or  stages  of  development. 

— ^Those  principles  must  include  respect  for  the  sovereignty  of  all  nations, 
recognition  of  the  legitimate  interests  of  others,  attitudes  of  mutual  respect  in 


1117 


[476]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  August  6 

international  dealings,  determination  to  seek  the  peaceful  resolution  of  differ- 
ences among  nations,  and  firm  commitment  to  social  justice  and  economic 
progress  around  the  globe. 

— Japan  and  the  United  States  pledge  to  support  these  principles,  and  to  nur- 
ture a  dialogue  among  nations  which  reflects  them.  They  will  expand  and 
strengthen  their  cooperation  in  many  fields  of  joint  endeavor.  Recognizing  that 
equitable  and  durable  peace  in  Asia  is  essential  to  that  of  the  entire  world,  Japan 
and  the  United  States  will  extend  every  support  to  efforts  of  the  countries  of  the 
region  to  consoHdate  such  a  peace. 

— International  economic  and  social  relations  should  promote  the  prosperity 
of  all  peoples  and  the  aspirations  and  creativity  of  individuals  and  nations.  The 
interests  of  developed  as  well  as  developing  countries,  and  of  consumers  as  well 
as  producers  of  raw  materials,  must  be  accommodated  in  a  manner  which 
advances  the  well  being  of  all  and  brings  closer  the  goal  of  social  and  economic 
justice. 

— In  a  world  made  small  by  science  and  technology,  as  well  as  by  trade  and 
communications,  interdependence  among  nations  has  become  a  reality  affecting 
the  lives  and  welfare  of  all  peoples.  International  economic  institutions  and 
systems  must  function  in  a  manner  reflecting  that  interdependence  and  promot- 
ing a  cooperative  rather  than  a  confrontational  approach  to  economic  issues. 

— The  suffering  caused  by  disease  and  hunger  is  a  most  serious  and  poignant 
impediment  to  a  humane  international  economic  and  social  order.  The  financial, 
educational  and  technological  resources  of  developed  countries  give  them  a  spe- 
cial responsibility  for  the  alleviation  of  these  conditions.  It  is  imperative  that 
there  be  an  increasingly  effective  sharing  of  knowledge,  resources  and  organi- 
zational skill  among  all  countries  to  hasten  the  day  when  these  scourges  will  be 
eliminated  from  the  earth.  In  these  endeavors  also,  Japan  and  the  United  States 
will  contribute  fully. 

477 

Remarks  Upon  Signing  a  Bill  Extending  the  Voting 
Rights  Act  of  1965.     August  6,  1975 

Mr.  Vice  President,  distinguished  Members  of  the  Congress,  and  other  dis- 
tinguished guests: 

I  am  very  pleased  to  sign  today  H.R.  6219,  which  extends  as  well  as  broadens 
the  provisions  of  the  Voting  Rights  Act  of  1965. 
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The  right  to  vote  is  at  the  very  foundation  of  our  American  system,  and 
nothing  must  interfere  w^ith  this  very  precious  right.  Today  is  the  10th  anni- 
versary of  the  signing  by  President  Johnson  of  the  Voting  Rights  Act  of  1965, 
w^hich  I  supported  as  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

In  the  past  decade,  the  voting  rights  of  milhons  and  milUons  of  Americans 
have  been  protected  and  our  system  of  government  has  been  strengthened 
immeasurably.  The  bill  that  I  will  sign  today  extends  the  temporary  provisions 
of  the  act  for  7  more  years  and  broadens  the  provisions  to  bar  discrimination 
against  Spanish-speaking  Americans,  American  Indians,  Alaskan  natives,  and 
Asian  Americans. 

Further,  this  bill  v^ill  permit  private  citizens,  as  well  as  the  Attorney  General, 
to  initiate  suits  to  protect  the  voting  rights  of  citizens  in  any  State  where  dis- 
crimination occurs.  There  must  be  no  question  whatsoever  about  the  right  of 
each  eUgible  American,  each  eligible  citizen  to  participate  in  our  elective  process. 
The  extension  of  this  act  will  help  to  ensure  that  right. 

I  thank  the  Members  of  the  Congress,  I  thank  their  staffs,  and  I  thank  all  the 
others  who  have  been  helpful  in  making  this  signing  possible. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   12:09  p.m.  in  the  As  enacted,  H.R.  6219  is  Public  Law  94-73  (89 

Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  Stat.  400). 

478 

Statement  on  Signing  the  Veterans  Disability  Compensation 
and  Survivor  Benefits  Act  of  1975.     August  6,  1975 

I  HAVE  approved  H.R.  7767,  a  bill  to  raise  compensation  payments  for  service- 
disabled  veterans  and  their  survivors. 

Early  this  year,  I  called  for  a  temporary  5-percent  limit  on  cost-of-living  in- 
creases in  certain  domestic  benefit  programs  to  slow^  the  grow^th  in  Federal 
spending  for  these  programs.  I  proposed  that  this  limit  be  applied  to  veterans 
and  survivor  compensation  as  w^ell  as  to  other  Federal  programs.  The  Hmit  I 
recommended  w^ould  not  have  reduced  or  eliminated  any  benefit  payments,  but 
v^ould  have  slow^ed  the  excessive  growth  of  the  budget  and  given  us  some  con- 
trol over  spending  in  coming  years.  I  still  believe  this  is  sound  policy  in  our 
present  economic  climate. 

The  Congress  refused  to  go  along,  hov^ever,  and  other  groups  have  received 
Federal  benefit  increases  exceeding  my  proposed  limit.  Therefore,  it  v^ould  not 
be  equitable  to  apply  this  limit  only  to  veterans  disabled  in  the  service  of  their 
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country  and  to  their  survivors.  The  Nation  ow^es  them  a  special  debt  of  gratitude. 

H.R.  7767  w^ill  cost  the  Federal  Government  one-half  billion  dollars  a  year. 
In  the  current  fiscal  year,  this  is  more  than  double  the  cost  of  a  5-percent  benefit 
increase. 

I  must,  therefore,  remind  the  Congress  that  v^e  simply  cannot  continue  add- 
ing to  Federal  deficit  spending  w^ithout  facing  a  day  of  reckoning. 

My  pledge  still  stands  to  do  all  in  my  powder  to  hold  this  year's  budget  deficit 
to  $60  billion.  I  urge  the  Congress  to  hold  spending  in  future  legislation  to  the 
limits  proposed  in  my  1976  budget  requests  and  to  find  sufficient  savings  in 
other  programs  to  make  up  for  the  added  spending  called  for  in  H.R.  7767. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  7767,  approved  August  5,  1975,  is  Public  Law  94-71  (89  Stat.  395). 

479 

Interview  With  Paul  Duke  and  Martin  Agronsky  of  the 
Public  Broadcasting  Service.     August  7,  1975 

Views  on  the  Presidency 

Mr.  Duke.  [1.]  Mr.  President,  we  are  delighted  to  join  you  here  today  in 
the  Solarium  on  the  third  floor  of  the  White  House,  a  charming  and  homey 
room. 

As  you  now  round  out  your  first  year  in  the  White  House,  do  you  feel  at  home 
here  ?  Do  you  find  that  you  enjoy  the  "splendid  misery"  of  the  Presidency,  to  use 
those  famous  words  of  Thomas  Jefferson  ? 

The  President.  Paul,  I  think  my  family  as  well  as  myself  enjoy  living  here. 
It  is  a  magnificent  home,  of  course.  It  can  get  a  little  lonely  at  times.  It  is  big, 
but  there  are  so  many  wonderful  things  here  that  you  can  enjoy.  It  is  a  super 
place  to  live. 

It  also  gives  you  an  opportunity  to  focus  in  on  the  problems,  and  it  is  the  prob- 
lems that  come  with  the  house  that  make  it  somewhat  difficult  at  times  to 
really  relax  and  enjoy  yourself. 

Mr.  Duke.  Speaking  of  those  problems,  Mr.  President,  I  think  many  people 
regarded  you  as  something  of  an  interim  President  when  you  first  assumed 
office.  Do  you  feel  now  that  a  year  later,  that  you  have  established  a  Ford 
Presidency } 

The  President.  I  think  we  have  gradually  put  together  a  domestic  program 
and  a  foreign  policy  that  can  be  identified  as  a  Ford  Administration.  As  we  move 
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in  the  next  12  to  14  months,  I  think  it  will  become  more  and  more  evident, 
which,  of  course,  gives  us  an  opportunity  in  the  next  election  to  lay  that  record 
out  so  the  public  can  judge  it  against  any  alternative  programs  submitted  by  the 
opposition. 

I  don't  think  there  will  be  any  problem  in  identifying  what  we  have  done, 
what  we  have  tried  to  do,  and  it  will  be  known  as  a  Ford  policy  or  a  Ford  pro- 
gram, so  to  speak. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  Let  us  look  back  at  that  first  year  in  the  terms  that  you  give, 
Mr.  President.  What  would  you  pick  out  as  the  things  you  have  done  in  this 
first  year  that  make  it  indeed  a  Ford  Presidency,  both  in  domestic  and  foreign 
policy  ? 

The  President.  Before  getting  into  foreign  and  domestic  policy,  Martin,  I 
think  it  is  entirely  proper  to  say  that  I  have  tried  to  restore  public  confidence  in 
the  Government  and,  particularly,  in  the  Administration,  in  the  executive 
branch,  in  the  White  House.  I  don't  mean  to  criticize  anybody  else,  but  all  the 
polls  showed  that  roughly  a  year  ago  there  had  been  a  great  loss  of  confidence 
on  the  part  of  the  American  people  in  their  Government.  We,  the  new  Adminis- 
tration, with  our  appointments,  with  our  openness,  with  our  attempt  to  be  frank 
and  honest  with  the  American  people,  I  think  we  have  turned  the  corner,  and 
there  is  a  restored  confidence  on  behalf  of  the  American  people  in  their  Gov- 
ernment. 

Now,  let's  turn  to  the  policy  areas.  We  inherited  a  very  difficult  economic 
situation.  The  rate  of  inflation  was  somewhere  between  12  and  14  percent,  the 
highest  in  a  good  many  years.  That  was  our  immediate  economic  problem,  and 
we  undertook  some  activities  both  fiscally  and  in  a  monetary  sense  to  correct  the 
situation.  I  am  glad  to  report  that  it  is  now  somewhere  between  5  and  6  percent 
per  annum.  That  is  too  high,  and  we  had  a  little  setback  the  last  announcement 
on  the  CPI,  the  Consumer  Price  Index. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  In  fact,  it  indicates  it  is  going  to  go  up  14  percent  if  it  con- 
tinues at  this  rate. 

The  President.  Well,  I  don't  think— that  is  the  new  wholesale  price  figure 
that  came  out  this  morning.  But  if  you  annualize  the  last  6  months  of  the 
Wholesale  Price  Index,  it  shows  it  is  almost  zero,  because  we  had  5  months  of, 
as  I  recall,  negative  increases  in  the  Wholesale  Price  Index.  So,  I  think  you  have 
to  look  at  it  in  the  broad  span.  We  have  made  significant  progress  in  the  field  of 
inflation,  and  we  are  going  to  continue  to  do  so.  It  is  important.  Then,  of  course, 
we  were  faced  in  January  with  a  precipitous  drop  in  employment  and  a  tre- 
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mendous  increase  in  unemployment.  We  adjusted  our  economic  policies  to 
meet  that  problem  without  sacrificing  our  effort  against  inflation. 

We  did  have  an  increase  of  unemployment  up  to  9.2  percent — much,  much 
too  high — but  the  last  2  months  the  unemployment  figure  has  gone  down  from 
9.2  to  8.4,  and  the  most  encouraging  part  is  the  fact  that  we  have  had  an 
increase  in  employment  of  about  600,000,  as  I  recall  the  figure.  That  is  the  en- 
couraging thing.  We  are  putting  people  back  to  work  even  though  the  unem- 
ployment figure  is  still  too  high. 

Now,  this  is  a  very  narrow  line  to  follow  of  still  trying  to  control  inflation 
and  at  the  same  time  reduce  unemployment.  I  can  just  assure  you  we  are  going 
to  follow  a  steady,  firm,  I  think,  correct  policy  to  meet  these  two  challenges. 

The  Nation's  Economy 

[2.]  Mr.  Duke.  When  you  referred  to  a  correct  policy,  Mr.  President,  I 
would  like  to  remind  you  that  it  seems  to  us  that  in  the  past  2  or  3  weeks  we 
have  had  an  awakening,  new  concern  that  inflation  may  take  off  again,  that 
unemployment  is  going  to  remain  quite  high  through  the  election  year  of  1976. 
So,  do  you  plan  any  new  measures  to  deal  with  the  economy  ? 

The  President.  I  think  we  have  to  make  certain  that  the  policies  we  have 
undertaken  are  continued.  Now  those  policies  are  what  ? 

If  we  were  to  go  along  with  the  Congress  that  wants  to  spend  a  great  deal  more 
money — I  drew  the  line  at  a  deficit  of  $60  billion — the  Congressional  figures  are 
up  to  $70  billion  or  $80  billion  deficit  for  the  current  fiscal  year — if  we  were  to 
go  along  with  that  kind  of  a  deficit  figure  that  the  Congress  proposes,  I  think 
we  would  be  in  serious  trouble  on  the  reigniting  of  inflation.  So,  we  are  still 
going  to  veto  bills  that  accelerate  expenditures  in  the  Federal  Government 
beyond  a  reasonable  figure. 

On  the  other  hand,  with  the  restoration  of  public  confidence  by  our,  I  think, 
responsible  action,  I  believe  that  we  are  going  to  regenerate  industrial  activity, 
which  means  more  jobs. 

Now,  let  me  take  one  aspect  of  the  last  6  months.  We  have  had  the  most  rapid 
inventory  sell-off  in  the  history  of  the  United  States.  It  is  almost  unbelievable. 
The  net  result  is  that  current  inventories  in  many,  many  areas  of  the  country,  in 
industries  in  the  country,  are  down.  So,  they  have  to  come  up  with  additional 
production  to  meet  current  daily  demand. 

With  consumer  confidence  coming  back  the  way  it  has — and  all  the  pollsters 
show  that— I  think  our  steady,  firm,  responsible  course  is  going  to  meet  the 
challenge  of  inflation  and  unemployment.  They  won't  be  as  good  as  we  would 
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like — I  am  very  honest  and  very  frank  about  it — but  wc  w^ill  be  moving  in  the 
right  direction. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  Let  us  take  the  direction  in  which  v^e  are  moving,  which  we 
are  in  today,  leaving  percentages  aside.  We  have  got  better  than  8  million 
Americans  who  don't  have  jobs.  We  reckon  now  that  there  are  something  like 
24  million  Americans— 12  percent  of  the  population  of  this  country— that  are  at 
the  poverty  level  or  below. 

And  many  of  your  critics  make  the  point  that  while  you  are  a  good  man  and  a 
decent  man,  you  don't  show  a  sufficient  amount  of  compassion,  in  their  opinion, 
for  the  people  who  are  unfortunate  in  that  sense,  for  the  people  who  are  on 
welfare  and  people  who  live  on  food  stamps. 

The  President.  Martin,  our  welfare  program  is  very  generous.  Our  food 
stamp  program  is  very  generous.  A  good  many  Americans  think  that  there  are 
too  many  abuses  both  in  welfare  and  food  stamps,  and  I  think  there  are  too  many 
abuses.  If  we  could  correct  the  abuses,  we  could  be  more  compassionate  to  the 
people  who  have  a  real  need  for  both  welfare  and/or  food  stamps  or  both. 

Now,  you  know,  inflation,  Martin,  hits  the  unemployed  even  more  drastically 
than  it  hurts  the  people  who  are  employed,  so  my  compassion  is  across  the 
spectrum.  It  is  not  just  aimed  at  the  people  who  are  employed.  We  want  to 
control  inflation  to  help  all  Americans,  including  the  unemployed.  If  we  don't 
control  inflation,  the  ones  who  are  hurt  the  most  are  the  people  who  are  unem- 
ployed and  the  people  on  fixed  incomes. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  Mr.  President,  no  one  would  argue  that  inflation  isn't  a  threat, 
but  the  concern  is  that  you  seem  to  be  more  worried,  really,  constantly — and  it  is 
a  conscious  decision  on  the  part  of  your  Administration— with  inflation  than 
you  have  been  with  unemployment.  And  generally  the  whole  thrust 

The  President.  Martin,  I  must  respectfully  disagree  with  you.  This  Adminis- 
tration has  extended  the  unemployment  compensation  program  to,  I  think,  65 
weeks.  We  have  broadened  the  eligibility  of  unemployment  beyond  what  it  ever 
was  in  the  United  States.  We  have  paid  more  money  out  in  unemployment 
benefits  than  any  administration  has  ever  done.  So,  we  have  shown  in  dollars 
and  in  programs  a  deep  concern  for  the  unemployed.  We  have  gone  along  with 
a  public  service  employment  program  up  to  the  maximum  authorized  by  the 
Congress. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  But  yet  you  have  also  vetoed  an  effort  for  a  job  bill  that  was 
passed  by  the  Congress. 

The  President.  Martin,  that  was,  I  think,  a  poor  label  for  a  bad  piece  of 
legislation.  The  facts  are,  I  sent  up  a  request  for  $1,900  million  for  public  service 
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employment  or  a  jobs  bill  that  included  $450  million  for  a  summer  youth  em- 
ployment program  and  the  remainder  for  the  public  service  employment.  That 
shows  my  interest  in  the  youth  who  wanted  employment  this  summer,  and  it 
shows  my  interest  in  the  people  we  could  hire  in  the  public  service  area. 

Now,  what  the  Congress  did  was  to  take  my  recommendation  and  add  $3 
billion  in  pork-barrel  programs  that  wouldn't  have  solved  the  problem  of  the 
people  unemployed  today.  It  was  pure  Congressional  politics  of  a  pork-barrel 
kind,  and  that  is  the  reason  I  vetoed  it.  And  what  happened  ?  After  I  vetoed  it,  the 
Congress  recognized  they  were  wrong  and  they  sent  back  a  bill  that  included  my 
public  service  employment,  my  summer  youth  program,  and  added  a  few  hun- 
dred million  dollars  just  to  satisfy  their  ego.  Now,  the  truth  is  we  got  a  good 
program  through  and  we  didn't  get  a  pork-barrel  program  shoved  down  the 
American  people. 

Views  on  the  Presidency 

[3.]  Mr.  Duke.  Let  me  take  this  to  a  somewhat  different  plane,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. There  are  critics  who  suggest  that  you  have  not  provided  the  kind  of 
broad  roadmap  for  the  country's  future  which  this  Nation  with  its  many  prob- 
lems desperately  needs  today. 

James  Reston,  writing  in  the  New  York  Times  yesterday,  suggested  there 
remains  a  strain  of  doubt  about  your  leadership.  David  Broder,  in  the  Wash- 
ington Post,  suggested  that  you  may  in  reality  be  a  provisional  President. 

Does  it  disturb  you  that  you  do  not  appear  to  have  captured  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  a  great  many  Americans  ? 

The  President.  I  read  both  of  those  articles,  and  they  are  very  able  colum- 
nists. I  think  we  will,  with  the  next  State  of  the  Union  message,  have  some 
areas  that  will  point  the  direction  in  the  long  run  for  our  country. 

I  instituted  this  year  what  we  call  a  "no  new  program"  approach.  Why  did 
we  do  that  ?  We  had  to  solve  our  current  problems  first  in  order  to  get  our  fiscal 
situation  under  control.  Once  we  have  achieved  that  result — and  I  think  we 
have  made  substantial  headway — then  we  can  take  a  look  at  and  make  recom- 
mendations for  the  long  range  that  will  meet  some  of  the  problems  that  are 
raised  by  Scotty  Reston  and  Dave  Broder,  and  by  others. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  How  do  you  deal  with  this  perception  that  people  have  about 
the  lack  of  leadership,  and  not  only  for  you  but  for  the  Republican  Party  ? 

For  example.  Senator  Brock  of  Tennessee,  of  your  party,  said  the  Republican 
Party  must  come  to  stand  for  something  and  until  it  does  that  the  word  "Re- 
publican" will  be  associated  with  Watergate  and  big  business,  hard  times. 
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The  President.  Well,  I,  of  course,  deny  that  this  Administration,  the  Ford 
Administration,  is  in  any  way  whatsoever  connected  with  Watergate.  The  Ford 
Administration  is  going  to  be  known,  in  my  judgment,  for  a  successful  imple- 
mentation of  economic  policy  that  will  provide  jobs  in  the  private  sector  in  the 
long  run  and  in  foreign  policy  will  expand  our  efforts  for  peace  throughout  the 
world.  That  is  what  this  Administration  will  stand  for.  I  think  those  are  good 
things  for  an  administration  to  be  remembered  over  the  years. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  If  you  achieve  them. 

The  President.  I  think  the  record  is  going  to  be  good,  and  I  think  right  now 
the  public,  if  you  look  at  the  polls,  is  beginning  to  perceive  that. 

The  polls  show  that,  on  a  personal  basis,  I  am  doing  much  better.  It  is  not  as 
high  as  I  would  like,  but  not  many  people  in  public  life  are  doing  very  well 
in  the  polls. 

Mr.  Duke.  But  also,  Mr.  President,  the  polls  show  that  only  7  of  100  Amer- 
icans—by one  pollster  who  happens  to  be  from  your  home  State,  Robert  Teeter- 
that  only  7  of  100  Americans  today  regard  themselves  as  strict  RepubHcans.  I 
think  this  relates  additionally  to  the  fact  that  righdy  or  wrongly,  many  Mem- 
bers of  Congress  and  elsewhere,  your  critics,  detect  a  negative  quahty  about 
your  leadership.  And  doesn't  that  do  damage  perhaps  to  your  own  Presidency 
and  to  the  Republican  Party  ? 

The  President.  Well,  let  me  quote,  if  I  might,  some  other  statistics.  Most 
polls  that  are  taken  today  indicate  that  a  majority  of  Americans  are  in  the  middle 
of  the  road  or  conservative.  Now  they  don't  label  themselves  as  Democrats  or 
Republicans.  They  are  talking  about  a  philosophy.  And  maybe  labels  today  are 
not  the  right  way  to  identify  people's  views,  whether  it  is  Democrat  or  Repub- 
lican. I  believe  the  American  people  want  a  healthy  economy,  a  firm  and  suc- 
cessful foreign  policy.  That  is  what  we  are  going  to  give  them,  and  that  is  what 
we  are  giving  them  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Duke.  When  you  talk  about  a  healthy  economy,  Mr.  President,  there 
are  other  problems  as  well.  What  do  we  do  about  the  rising  cost  of  medical 
care,  what  do  we  do  about  the  12  percent  of  the  population  which  Martin 
referred  to  which  is  now  at  the  poverty  level  in  this  country  ?  What  do  we  do 
about  the  enormous  problems  of  the  cities  which  seem  to  be  accelerating? 

The  President.  Well,  let  us  take  the  last  one  first.  I  think  die  cities  have  to 
recognize  that  they  have  a  responsibility  in  the  fiscal  area  as  well.  The  Federal 
Government  has  done  a  substantial  amount  for  cities  through  the  general  rev- 
enue sharing  program,  through  a  multitude  of  categorical  grant  programs.  The 
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cities  have  to  realize  that  they  have  a  fiscal  management  problem,  too,  and 
many  of  them  have.  Many  of  our  cities  are  w^ell  managed;  a  few  are  not. 

Mr.  Duke.  Nev^  York,  for  example  ? 

The  President.  I  think  the  record  speaks  for  itself. 

Welfare  Reform 

[4.]  Mr.  Duke.  Well,  Mr.  President,  in  one  area,  the  v^elfare  area,  your  out- 
going Welfare  Secretary  Weinberger  suggested  the  other  day  that  we  should  now 
be  giving  thought  to  some  kind  of  negative  income  tax,  in  effect,  a  guaranteed 
annual  income.  Is  that  in  the  future  as  far  as  your  Administration  is  concerned  ? 
The  President.  Sometime  this  fall,  there  will  be  conducted  under  our  Domes- 
tic Council— and  the  Vice  President  is  acting  Chairman,  Vice  Chairman,  but  the 
actual  acting  Chairman  of  the  Domestic  Council — and  he  and  his  associates  are 
going  to  conduct  some  public  hearings  around  the  country  where  a  number  of 
areas  will  be  examined  by  that  Council,  where  people  in  various  communities 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  testify,  proponents  of  one  approach  or  another 
approach.  It  won't  be  an  organized  effort  to  direct  them  any  way. 

Some  people  say  we  should  modify  the  present  welfare  program.  Some  say  we 
should  junk  it  and  come  in  with  a  new  one.  There  are  a  number  of  other 
alternatives. 

What  we  are  going  to  do  through  the  Domestic  Council  is  give  people 
throughout  the  country,  not  just  the  Washington  complex,  an  opportunity  to 
express  themselves,  to  tell  us  what  they  think  is  the  answer  to  the  welfare  prob- 
lem. There  is  an  awful  lot  of  wisdom  out  in  the  country  on  what's  right  and 
what's  wrong  about  welfare,  what  we  today  ought  to  do  about  medical  care 
and  the  costs  and  the  program.  And  as  a  result  of  those  hearings  on  a  nationwide 
basis,  we  will  formulate  our  recommendations  in  those  areas  that  need  change. 
Mr.  Duke.  But  the  decision  does  have  to  be  made  here,  Mr.  President.  The 
decision  has  to  be  made  ultimately  in  the  Oval  Office.  And  what  is  your  think- 
ing? Is  it  your  thinking  that  the  welfare  system  in  this  country  is  now  in  such 
a  chaotic  mess  that  some  new  system  must  be  devised,  and  it  is  likely  that  some 
form  of  guaranteed  annual  income  which  was  a  concept  that  was  put  forward 
by  Richard  Nixon  ? 

The  President.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  present  welfare  program  either 
ought  to  be  junked  and  a  substitute  put  in  its  place  or  the  present  welfare  pro- 
gram has  to  be  tightened  up  very,  very  greatly.  Now,  you  can  get  proponents  on 
either  side. 
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When  I  was  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  I  voted  twice  for  the  program 
that  was  submitted  by  the  previous  administration,  because  I  beUeved  then  and 
now  that  welfare  reform  was  mandatory.  Unfortunately,  even  though  the  House 
of  Representatives  passed  that  legislation  twice,  the  United  States  Senate  refused 
or  didn't  act  on  it. 

Now,  it  is  my  judgment  that  we  will  come  out  of  these  public  hearings,  we 
will  come  up  with  either  some  tightening  of  the  existing  welfare  program  or 
will  offer  a  substitute,  and  there  are  a  number  of  alternatives. 

I  am  not  going  to  prejudge  what  the  public  is  going  to  tell  us.  We  want  the 
public  to  be  a  participant  in  this  process. 

Watergate 

[5.]  Mr.  Agronsky.  Mr.  President,  could  we  return  to  the  question  of  con- 
fidence, which  is  a  real  concern.  You  have  been  President  for  a  year,  and  look- 
ing back,  would  you  agree  with  the  conventional  wisdom,  as  far  as  Watergate 
is  concerned,  that  the  system  worked  ? 

The  President.  I  think  the  system  did  work,  Martin.  It  went  through  a  very 
traumatic  period,  but  if  you  look  back  through  what  happened  before  August  9 
and  what  has  happened  since,  I  think  you  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
system  did  work. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  And  looking  ahead  beyond  that,  do  you  think  that  in  this  year 
that  you  have  been  in  office  that  safeguards  have  been  put  into  effect  that  would 
ensure  that  we  would  not  have  another  Watergate  ?  Do  you  feel  there  is  a  sense 
in  the  country  that  you  have  achieved  that  ? 

The  President.  Certainly  what  I  have  tried  to  do  precludes  a  Watergate 
from  happening  under  a  Ford  Administration,  and  I  believe  through  the  press, 
through  the  public,  through  the  Congress,  there  would  never  be  an  opportunity 
for  another  Watergate  to  take  place. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  Let  me  ask  you  to  deal  then  with  a  rather  remarkable  and 
startling  observation  that  was  made  to  me  by  the  Special  Watergate  Prosecutor, 
Leon  Jaworski,  a  few  days  ago.  I  asked  Mr.  Jaworski,  if  your  predecessor  had 
destroyed  the  Watergate  tapes,  would  he  be  sitting  today  in  the  White  House, 
and  he  answered  "Yes." 

The  President.  I  wouldn't  undercut  any  judgment  by  Leon  Jaworski.  He 
knew  intimately  the  content  of  many  of  the  tapes,  and  he  had  a  special  respon- 
sibility. So,  if  he  made  that  judgment,  I  am  certainly  not  going  to  contradict  it. 
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Central  Intelligence  Agency 

[6.]  Mr.  Agronsky.  Let  us  carry  it,  not  only  the  judgment  but  its  implica- 
tions— and  you  know  the  famous  observation  of  Congressman  Mann,  "Next 
time  will  there  be  a  watchman  in  the  night?''  What  concerns  everyone  in  the 
country  is  that  after  Watergate,  we  now  have  a  crisis  of  confidence,  in  the  CIA, 
for  example,  a  feeling  that  it  is  out  of  hand,  that  it  is  not  sufficiently  accountable. 
That  has  to  be  an  enormous  concern  for  you  as  President.  How  do  you  feel 
about  the  revelations  of  CIA?  How  do  you  relate  them  to  the  crisis  of 
confidence  ? 

The  President.  As  a  result  of  some  of  the  revelations,  I  appointed  the  Rocke- 
feller Commission.  That  Commission  conducted  a  very  thorough  investigation 
of  the  allegations  concerning  the  CIA.  That  Commission  has  recommended  to 
me  certain  administrative  actions  that  I  should  take  and  some  legislative  pro- 
posals that  I  should  submit  to  the  Congress.  My  staff  has  taken  the  Rockefeller 
Commission  recommendations  and  the  Murphy  Commission  recommenda- 
tions— and  that  Commission  got  into  the  CIA  to  some  extent — and  I  intend  to 
submit  to  the  Congress  specific  proposals  that  I  think  will  maintain  the  CIA  and 
our  total  intelligence-gathering  community  so  they  can  do  the  job  which  is 
essential  for  our  national  security  on  the  one  hand  and  at  the  same  time  preclude 
our  intelligence-gathering  agencies  from  violating  our  constitutional  rights  as 
individuals. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  That  is  a  point  that  I  would  like  to  raise  with  you.  A  man 
that  you  admire  very  much,  one  of  your  late  predecessors,  Harry  Truman,  in 
conversations  with  Merle  Miller  on  his  concept  of  the  Presidency,  remarked  on 
the  CIA,  and  I  quote  Mr.  Truman:  "Now,  those  fellows  in  the  CIA  don't  just 
report  on  wars  and  the  like.  They  go  out  and  make  their  own  and  there  is  no- 
body to  keep  track  of  what  they  are  up  to.  They  spend  billions  of  dollars  on 
stirring  up  trouble  so  they  will  have  something  to  report  on.  They  become  a 
government  all  its  own  and  all  secret.  They  don't  have  to  account  to  anybody. 
That  is  a  very  dangerous  thing  in  a  democratic  society." 

The  President.  Well,  the  recommendations  that  have  come  from  the  Rocke- 
feller Commission  and  from  the  Murphy  Commission  and  the  result  of  the 
investigations  in  the  House  as  well  as  the  Senate,  I  think,  will  give  to  the  Con- 
gress and  to  the  President  the  tools  to  correct  the  abuses  that  Mr.  Truman  spoke 
of  in  his  conversations. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  And  that  you  perceive  ? 

The  President.  And  that  I  think  have  to  be  done  in  the  future  to  eliminate 
any  possibiHty  of  abuses  such  as  Mr.  Truman  mentioned. 
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Mr.  Agronsky.  Mr.  President,  the  feeling  is  that  perhaps  you  yourself  as 
President,  in  terms  of  the  record  of  the  Presidency  versus  the  CIA,  may  not 
even  be  av^are  of  many  areas  in  v^hich  the  CIA  operates. 

The  President.  I  can  assure  you,  Martin,  of  tw^o  things.  One,  as  a  Member 
of  the  House  and  a  member  of  a  committee  that  had  some  jurisdiction  over  the 
CIA,  but  more  specifically  as  President,  I  have  probably  gotten  into  the  opera- 
tions of  the  CIA  and  other  related  intelligence  agencies  in  greater  depth  than 
any  other  President.  And  as  a  consequence,  the  proposals  that  I  w^ill  submit  and 
the  administrative  actions  that  I  will  take  W\\\  correct  those  alleged  and  actual 
abuses.  I  think  I  know^  more  about  the  CIA  than  any  other  President,  certainly 
since  1945  or  1946  w^hen  it  w^as  established,  and  either  in  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions or  the  lav^  or  the  personnel,  v^e  are  going  to  make  certain  that  the  CIA  does 
its  job  in  the  gathering  of  foreign  intelligence  and  the  analyzation  of  that  in- 
telligence for  the  benefit  of  the  President,  the  Department  of  State,  and  the 
Secretary  of  Defense,  and  at  the  same  time  w^ill  not  abuse  the  proper  constitu- 
tional rights  of  214  million  Americans.  We  are  going  to  do  that. 

Mr.  Duke.  Well,  Mr.  President,  you  served  in  Congress  for  a  long  time  and 
Congress  is  the  people's  instrument  that  was  really  supposed  to  be  protecting  us 
against  the  excesses  of  the  CIA.  It  is  obvious  now  that  Congress  never  did  its  job 
adequately.  Did  you  ever  have  any  inkling  when  you  say  you  have  been  familiar 
with  the  CIA  since  1946 — did  you  ever  have  any  inkling  that  these  things  were 
going  on  ? 

The  President.  I  must  admit,  Paul,  that  I  was  not  familiar  with  some  of  the 
details  that  have  been  brought  to  light.  I  was  among  a  very  limited  number 
of  Members  of  Congress,  House  and  Senate,  Democrats  and  Republicans,  who 
analyzed  the  CIA  budget  and  their  overall  programs.  But  I  must  admit  that  that 
kind  of  control  by  the  Congress,  in  retrospect,  was  not  adequate. 

Mr.  Duke.  Do  you  feel  that  members  of  the  CIA  lied  to  you  as  a  Member  of 
Congress  ? 

The  President.  No,  I  do  not  think  they  lied  to  me.  I  won't  pass  judgment  on 
what  they  said  to  others.  But  I  do  believe  that  the  control  of  the  CIA  by  the 
Congress  over  a  period  of  years  was  not  as  sufficient  as  it  should  have  been. 

Mr.  Duke.  Do  you  feel  this  is  now  essential  for  the  future,  that  Congress 
must  exercise  greater  control  over  the  CIA  ? 

The  President.  I  think  there  has  to  be  some  improvement  in  this  area,  but  I 
am  not  passing  judgment  on  this  program  as  to  the  specific  recommendations 
I  will  make.  We  are  now  analyzing  various  proposals,  and  what  the  Congress 
does,  of  course,  is  their  decision.  But  I  can  make  recommendations  as  to  how  we 
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can  tighten  up  the  control  and  at  the  same  time  give  to  the  President  and  other 
people  who  have  an  interest  the  information  on  foreign  intelligence  w^hich  is  so 
essential  to  our  national  security.  You  have  to  balance  the  two,  and  that  is  a  very 
fine  line.  And  I  think  we  can  do  it.  We  are  certainly  going  to  try. 

Mr.  Duke.  The  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Levi,  in  reading  the  material  which 
you  sent  over  from  the  White  House  which  has  not  been  released  to  the  public 
about  CIA  activities,  said  he  was  appalled  by  some  of  the  things  he  read.  Were 
you  appalled  ? 

The  President.  I  think  some  of  the  things  were  improper,  but  I  must  say, 
Paul,  people  can  judge  what  others  have  done  and  unfortunately  sometimes 
don't  put  themselves  in  the  position  of  a  previous  President  or  put  themselves  in 
the  position  of  a  previous  Secretary  of  Defense.  I  think  we  can  recognize  the 
areas  of  mistake,  but  I  don't  like  to  be  a  Monday-morning  quarterback.  I  think 
we  ought  to  deal  with  the  facts  and  we  ought  to  deal  with  what  we  should  do 
in  the  future  and  learn  from  the  past,  and  I  think  we  can  correct  these  things. 
Mr.  Agronsky.  What  we  learned  from  the  past,  even  despite  your  dislike  of 
being  a  Monday-morning  quarterback,  is  that  your  predecessors  accepted  pro- 
posals which  called  for  the  assassination  of  a  foreign  chief  of  state,  for  one  thing, 
and  brought  about  the  overturn  of  a  government  in  Chile,  for  another  thing. 

The  President.  Martin,  I  am  not  going  to  pass  judgment  on  whether  there 
was  an  order  or  wasn't  an  order  about  assassination.  I  have  said  categorically 
this  is  an  era  that  is  past.  I  don't  want  to  point  a  finger  at  any  other  President 
or  Presidents. 

I  have  looked  at  all  of  the  material.  We  have  given  the  material  to  the  Church 
committee,  and  it  is  their  obligation  to,  I  think,  analyze  it  but  not  do  any 
finger-pointing. 

Now,  the  CIA  has  two  kinds  of  operations — one  covert  and  the  other  overt. 
Their  covert  operations,  under  the  procedures  we  have  under  this  Administra- 
tion, are  carefully  monitored— carefully  monitored,  and  I  can  assure  you  that 
every  one  that  is  done  is  in  the  national  interest  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  But  your  predecessors  might  well  have  thought  the  same 
thing.  The  concern  is  the  use  of  the  CIA  coverdy,  if  you  like,  as  an  instrument  of 
policy  and  foreign  policy  by  your  predecessors. 

The  President.  Martin,  I  think  we  have  to  understand  we  live  in  a  real 
world.  Every  nation,  either  a  friend  or  an  adversary,  has  a  comparable  intelli- 
gence-gathering, intelligence-operating  organization  in  their  government.  And 
they  do  it  for  their  own  national  security. 
Now,  the  United  States  has  to  compete  in  this  real  world.  It's  a  tough  world. 
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and  our  national  security  on  many  occasions  involves  doing  things  in  a  covert 
w^ay. 

I  can  only  assure  you  that  if  and  v^hen  v^e  undertake  them  under  this  Admin- 
istration, they  w^ill  be  carefully  monitored  and  they  w^ill  be  directly  related  to 
the  national  security  of  this  country.  I  am  not  going  to  pass  judgment  on  w^hat 
other  Presidents  did.  They  v^ere  good  men,  v^hether  they  w^ere  Democrats  or 
Republicans.  They  thought  they  w^ere  doing  right.  I  can  only  pass  judgment  on 
vv^hat  I  v^ant  us  to  do,  and  those  are  the  guidelines  that  v^e  w^ill  follow^. 

Conference  on  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe 

[7.]  Mr.  Duke.  Speaking  of  national  security  and  foreign  policy,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent— and  I  must  say  parenthetically  that  you  look  very  fit  and  relaxed  for  a 
man  w^ho  just  came  back  from  Europe — nonetheless,  your  trip  to  Helsinki  has 
encountered  a  substantial  degree  of  hostility  in  this  country,  as  you  perhaps  w^ell 
knov^,  and,  rightly  or  wrongly,  some  people  are  suggesting  that  the  Russians 
w^ere  the  whinners  at  Helsinki  and  wt  were  the  losers.  What  is  your  response  to 
that  criticism  ? 

The  President.  I  think  that  is  a  completely  inaccurate  interpretation  con- 
cerning the  CSCE  Conference  in  Helsinki.  I  think  it  is  a  judgment  some  people 
make,  but  I  thoroughly  disagree  with  it. 

Let  me  just  put  this  in  perspective,  if  I  might.  We  predicated  many  of  the 
decisions  involving  borders  on  what  ?  Peace  treaties  signed  by  all  of  the  countries 
in  the  1940's  and  in  subsequent  years.  No  border  was  agreed  to  in  Helsinki  that 
wasn't  previously  agreed  to  by  previous  American  Presidents  or  by  previous 
governments  in  other  countries. 

We  provided  in  that  Helsinki  agreement  for  peaceful  change  of  borders.  We 
made  it  far  less  likely  that  there  will  be  military  intervention  by  one  country 
against  another. 

What  we  have  really  done  is  to  make  it  possible  for  people  in  the  East  as  well 
as  in  the  West  in  Europe  to  communicate,  to  reestablish  family  relationships. 
We  made  it  possible,  if  the  agreement  is  lived  up  to. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  //  the  agreement  is  lived  up  to  ? 

The  President.  I  will  come  to  that  in  a  minute,  Martin. 

We  have  made  it  possible  for  the  news  media  to  have  greater  freedom  in  all 
of  the  35  countries. 

Now,  the  question  you  ask  is  a  very  good  one.  Will  the  agreement  be  main- 
tained ?  In  my  speech  before  the  Conference,  I  said,  on  paper  this  is  good.  We 
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have  2  years  between  now  and  the  next  meeting  in  1977,  and  the  test  will  be, 
have  all  35  countries  lived  up  to  the  agreement  ?  It  offers  a  hope.  The  reality 
will  depend  upon  the  execution. 

I  happen  to  believe  that  world  pressure  will  force  all  countries.  Communist 
countries  and  other  countries,  to  live  up  to  the  agreement. 

Mr.  Duke.  But  let's  just  take  one  example,  Mr.  President.  You  talk  about  a 
peaceful  change  in  borders  being  in  the  agreement.  Now  realistically  speaking, 
do  you  think  that  the  Russians  would  give  up  the  Baltic  territory,  which  they  took 
over  at  the  end  of  World  War  II  ?  Do  you  think  they  would  give  up  the  Eastern 
European  countries  ?  Do  you  think  that  they  would  negotiate  to  give  back  these 
countries  their  independence  ? 

The  President.  Let  me  put  it  the  other  way  around.  If  we  had  not  gone  to 
Helsinki,  do  you  think  the  Russians  would  have  permitted  any  of  the  things  you 
are  talking  about?  In  Helsinki,  they  at  least  signed  an  agreement  that  says  you 
can  change  borders  by  peaceful  means. 
Mr.  Duke.  But  does  it  mean  anything,  Mr.  President  ? 

The  President.  Well,  they  have  signed  something  that  says  you  can  change 
borders  by  peaceful  means.  Prior  to  Helsinki,  there  was  no  such  agreement. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  Mr.  President,  you  used  a  very  good  phrase  at  Helsinki.  You 
said  '*Peace  is  not  a  piece  of  paper,"  a  very  memorable  phrase,  and  it  conveys  this 
idea  that  we  are  talking  about  now.  Many  of  your  critics— and  let's  take  it  all  of 
the  way  from  Solzhenitsyn  ^  to  George  Ball,  a  former  Under  Secretary  of  State — 
have  voiced  concern  about  legitimizing  what,  for  example,  George  Ball  calls  the 
Soviet  stolen  empire,  and  asks,  how  do  you  reconcile  that  with  Western  ideals  ? 
The  point  Ball  makes,  the  point  Solzhenitsyn  makes:  that  it  is  our  obligation 
to  follow  policy  that  is  more  concerned  with  morality  and  principle  than  the 
acceptance  of  these  borders  would  indicate. 

The  President,  Well,  Martin,  I  go  back  to  the  peace  treaties  of  Yalta  and 
Paris  and  Potsdam  and  the  agreement  by  the  Germans  themselves  to  establish 
those  borders.  Those  were  peace  treaties  that  established  borders  for  all  of  Eastern 
Europe  and  all  of  Western  Europe.  Those  are  factual  things  done  in  the  forties, 
the  fifties,  et  cetera. 

The  Conference  on  European  Security  and  Cooperation  didn't  change  any 
of  those,  but  it  did  say— and  every  one  of  the  nations  did  sign— something  that 
is  different,  that  there  can  be  peaceful  adjustments  of  borders. 


^  Nobel  laureate  Aleksandr  Solzhenitsyn. 
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Mr.  Duke.  But  despite  what  you  are  now  saying,  Mr.  President,  there  is  in 
this  country,  as  you  well  know,  a  rising  amount  of  criticism  about  detente  itself, 
people  questioning  the  value  of  detente.  What  is  your  feeling  about  this  criti- 
cism, and  do  you  think  this  is  endangering  detente  ? 

The  President.  I  hope  it  is  not  endangering  detente,  because  I  think  there  are 
many  pluses  to  us  and,  yes,  to  the  Soviet  Union.  It  has  to  be  a  two-way  street. 

I  believe  that  SALT  I  was  an  outgrowth  of  detente.  Does  anybody  want  to 
tear  up  SALT  I?  1  don't  think  so.  Anything  that  puts  a  lid  or  a  limitation  on  the 
development  of  nuclear  weapons,  the  expansion  of  nuclear  weapons — any 
agreement  that  puts  a  lid  or  controls,  that  is  good.  So,  detente  helped  achieve 
SALT  L 

Detente  may  help — I  hope  it  will — SALT  II,  where  we  will  put  an  actual 
cap  on  nuclear  weapons  and  other  nuclear  weapons  systems. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  One  of  the  happiest  dividends  that  detente  could  possibly 
produce  would  be  a  reduction  of  forces  by  the  Soviet  Union  as  well  as  the 
Western  allies  in  Western  Europe. 

The  President.  I  agree. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  Was  that  raised  at  Helsinki?  Did  you  get  anywhere  at  all 
with  that  with  Brezhnev  ? 

The  President.  As  you  know,  historically,  when  CSCE  was  originally  agreed 
to  as  a  program,  it  was  also  agreed  to  that  there  would  be  negotiations  for 
mutual  and  balanced  force  reductions  in  Europe — MBFR.  Those  negotiations 
have  been  going  on  now  for  about  2  years.  They  are  presently  stalled,  but  now 
that  we  have  the  Helsinki  agreement,  it  is  my  judgment  that  we  have  opened 
up  encouraging  prospects  for  additional  movement  in  the  MBFR  negotiations. 

I  think  the  Allies  and  the  West  are  getting  together  for  perhaps  a  new  posi- 
tion. I  believe  that  the  Soviet  Union  and  its  allies  are  taking  a  look  at  the  current 
stalemated  negotiations  and  may  come  up  with  some  agreement.  The  prospects 
for  a  mutual  and  balanced  force  reduction  in  Europe  have  been  enhanced  by 
the  Helsinki  agreement — no  question  about  that  whatsoever. 

Mr.  Duke.  Well,  Mr.  President,  to  go  back  to  SALT  I  for  a  moment,  you 
said  at  a  recent  news  conference  that  according  to  your  investigation  the  Rus- 
sians had  not  cheated  on  the  agreement  limiting  the  use  of  certain  strategic 
weapons.  Your  old  friend,  Melvin  Laird,  had  written  an  article  suggesting 
they  had  cheated.  Since  then,  you  have  talked  to  Mr.  Laird.  Have  you  changed 
your  mind  about  what  you  said  earlier  ? 

The  President.  I  naturally  investigated  the  allegations  that  were  made  by  a 
number  of  people,  including  Mel.  And  after  a  thorough  investigation,  I  have 
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come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  person  might  legitimately  make  the  charge  there 
had  been  violations,  but  on  complete  and  total  investigation  I  think  any  person 
who  knev^  the  facts  as  I  know^  them  v^ould  agree  that  there  had  been  no  viola- 
tions of  any  consequence. 

There  are  some  ambiguities — I  v^ant  to  be  frank  about  it — but  all  of  the  re- 
sponsible, know^ledgeable  people  in  the  Pentagon  or  in  any  of  the  other  respon- 
sible agencies  w^ould  agree  w^ith  me  there  have  been  no  serious  violations,  and 
any  that  have  been  called  to  their  attention  have  been  stopped. 

Mr.  Duke.  But  you  are  suggesting  there  have  been  some  infractions,  then? 

The  President.  Very  minor,  but  v^e  have  what  w^e  call  a  consultative  group 
where  if  we  think  they  are  violating  something,  we  make  that  point.  It  is  in- 
vestigated, and  in  the  cases  where  there  was  any  instance  that  might  be  an 
honest  charge  of  a  violation,  they  have  been  stopped. 

The  Soviet  Union  has  raised  some  questions  about  certain  activities  that  we 
have  undertaken,  and  we  have  investigated  them.  And  I  think  that  arrange- 
ment of  the  consultative  group  has  been  very  effective  in  making  sure  that 
SALT  I  was  lived  up  to. 

The  Middle  East 

[8.]    Mr.  Duke.  Let  me  turn  now  to  the  Middle  East,  Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  You  beat  me  to  it. 

Mr.  Duke.  We  have  had  intensive  negotiations  going  on  now  for  about  2 
months  to  try  to  get  a  peace  treaty  moving  in  this  area.  What  is  the  prospect? 

The  President.  They  are  better  today  than  they  were  yesterday,  and  they  are 
a  lot  better  today  than  they  were  last  March  when  the  negotiations  unfortunately 
broke  off. 

Mr.  Duke.  Does  this  mean  you  are  increasingly  optimistic  ? 

The  President.  I  am  optimistic  on  an  increasing  basis,  but  I  have  learned  that 
until  it  is  signed  in  black  and  white  that  I  shouldn't  predict  that  it  will  be 
finalized. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  Let  me  ask  you 

Mr.  Duke.  Pardon  me,  Martin.  I  want  to  just  ask  you  one  more  question  in 
this  area.  Do  you  find  the  Russians  are  now  less  troublesome  in  the  Middle  East 
in  the  efforts  to  achieve  a  peace  agreement  ? 

The  President.  They  have  acted  in  a  very  responsible  way,  during  my  time, 
in  the  Middle  East.  Let  me  just  turn  to  the  question  of  these  negotiations  that  are 
going  on  between  Israel  on  the  one  hand  and  Egypt  on  the  other. 
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Both  of  those  countries  have  to  understand  that  flexibihty  at  this  crucial  time  is 
important  for  the  peace  of  that  area  of  the  world  and  possibly  peace  in  the  world. 
Israel  has  to  be  more  flexible ;  I  think  Egypt  has  to  respond.  If  there  isn't  move- 
ment in  the  Middle  East  right  now,  the  potential  for  war  is  increased  significantly. 
And  a  war  in  the  Middle  East  today  has  broader  potential  ramification  than  any 
time  in  the  past,  and  we  have  had  four  wars  in  the  Middle  East  since  1946  or 
1947. 

A  fifth  one  not  only  means  that  Israel  will  be  fighting  the  Arabs  but  the 
potential  of  a  confrontation  between  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  is  a 
possibility. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  You  must  have  raised  that  with  Brezhnev.  How  did  he  react 
to  it? 

The  President.  We  talked  about  the  Middle  East.  We  told  them,  or  I  told 
him,  what  we  were  doing.  Secretary  Kissinger  had  had  a  previous  meeting  with 
Foreign  Minister  Gromyko. 

I  repeat  what  I  said  a  moment  ago,  Martin.  The  Soviet  Union  has  acted  in  a 
very  responsible  way.  I  think  they  understand  the  potential  consequences  of  no 
progress  for  continued  peace  and  understanding  in  the  Middle  East. 

Mr.  Duke.  What  do  you  see,  sir,  as  our  future  policy  toward  South  Vietnam  ? 
Do  you  think  that  we  will  recognize  that  Communist  regime  in  the  foreseeable 
future  ? 

The  President.  Their  current  actions  certainly  do  not  convince  me  that  we 
should  recognize  South  Vietnam  or  North  Vietnam. 

Mr.  Duke.  What  about  their  application  to  get  into  the  United  Nations 
General  Assembly  ? 

The  President.  We  have  taken  a  very  strong  stand  that  we  would  not  agree 
to  the  admission  of  South  or  North  Vietnam  unless  and  until  South  Korea  is 
admitted.  We  believe  in  universality  across  the  board.  We  don't  believe  in  kicking 
nations  out — kicking  Israel  out,  for  example.  We  think  that  would  be  bad 
policy. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  Did  Mr.  Brezhnev  say  he  agreed  with  you  on  that— they  were 
supporting  that  movement  ? 

The  President.  We  let  it  be  known  very,  very  strongly  that  we  believe  Israel 
should  be  permitted  to  be  a  member  of  the  United  Nations.  That  is  our  position. 
But  on  the  other  hand,  we  also  believe  that  if  you  believe  in  universality,  which 
includes  South  and  North  Vietnam,  you  have  to  have  South  Korea. 
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Secretary  of  State  Kissinger 

[9.]  Mr.  Duke.  Mr.  President,  when  you  first  took  office,  you  obviously 
relied  a  great  deal  upon  Secretary  of  State  Henry  Kissinger.  Do  you  now  make 
more  of  the  decisions  on  your  own  ?  Do  you  rely  less  upon  Mr.  Kissinger  ? 

The  President.  I  am  not  going  to  get  into  that  discussion.  Henry  Kissinger 
and  I  have  the  closest  possible  rapport,  personally  and  professionally.  I  see  him 
every  day  for  roughly  an  hour.  We  talk  about  the  Middle  East.  We  talk  about 
SALT.  We  talk  about  our  total  foreign  policy.  It's  a  good  relationship.  It  has 
been  from  the  very  first  day.  It  is  now,  and  I  expect  it  to  continue  in  the  future. 
And  I  don't  want  to  get  into  whether  I  do  more  or  do  less.  We  are  a  good  team, 
and  I  think  we  have  made  some  good  decisions. 


Turkey 

[10.]  Mr.  Duke.  Are  you  aware,  Mr.  President,  of  the  criticism  at  the 
Capitol 

The  President.  Oh,  sure. 

Mr.  Duke.  from  RepubUcans  and  not  just  Democrats,  that  in  the 

Turkish  aid  fight,  for  example,  that  Mr.  Kissinger  was  responsible  for  your 
losing  that  battle  to  lift  the  ban  against  military  aid. 

The  President.  I  have  heard  those  arguments  but  I  don't  think  they  are  valid. 
I  think  the  Congress,  or  the  House  of  Representatives  in  this  case,  made  the  most 
serious  wrong  decision  since  I  have  been  in  Washington,  which  is  27  years.  The 
Congress  was  totally  wrong — or  the  House  of  Representatives.  Why  do  I  say 
that?  First,  they  haven't  solved  the  Cyprus  problem.  Number  two,  they  have 
weakened  NATO.  Number  three,  because  of  the  Turkish  aid  embargo,  they  have 
lessened  our  own  national  security  capability  by  preventing  us  from  using  intel- 
lence-gathering  installations  in  Turkey. 

Mr.  Duke.  Are  you  saying  Congress  is  harming  our  foreign  policy  ? 

The  President.  There  is  no  question  about  it.  The  decision  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  continue  the  Turkish  arms  embargo  has  seriously  jeopardized 
our  foreign  policy  and  undercuts  in  a  significant  way  our  own  national  security, 
including  that  of  NATO,  and  it  hasn't  solved— it  has  not  solved  the  Cyprus 
problem. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  Mr.  President,  doesn't  there  have  to  be  a  concern  for  law  ? 
There  was  a  law  that  said  that  aid  that  was  given  to  Turkey  could  not  be  used 
as  it  was  used  against  Cyprus. 
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The  President.  We  have  lived  up  to  the  law.  We  have  stopped,  because  Con- 
gress told  us  to,  the  shipment  of  military  hardv^are  that  the  Turks  bought  and 
paid  for.  And  incidentally,  they  bought  and  paid  for  the  hardw^are,  and  be- 
cause of  Congressional  action,  the  Turks  are  now  being  charged  warehouse 
storage  fees  for  equipment  that  they  own  that  Congress  said  they  couldn't  get. 

But  anyhow,  aside  from  that,  which  is,  I  think,  a  ridiculous  development,  we 
have  lived  up  to  the  law.  We  are  not  sending  them  any  military  hardware,  and 
unfortunately,  the  net  result  is  what  I  told  you. 

But,  Martin,  I  think  you  have  to  recollect  a  litde  bit.  Who  started  the  problem 
in  Cyprus  ?  It  was  the  Greek  Government,  it  was  the  previous  Greek  Govern- 
ment that  tried  to  throw  Makarios  out  and  assassinate  him,  and  the  previous 
Greek  Government  wanted  to  move  in  with  Greek  troops  and  take  over  Cyprus. 
And  as  a  result  of  Greek  violations,  the  Turks  moved  in  and  have,  unfortu- 
nately, dominated  the  situation.  But  the  whole  program  or  the  whole  problem 
arose  by  the  unwise  action  of  the  previous  Greek  Government. 

Vice  President  Rockefeller 

[11.]  Mr.  Duke.  Mr.  President,  our  time  is  almost  out,  and  I  must  bring  up 
a  subject  with  which  you  are  obviously  quite  familiar,  namely,  the  rumors  in  this 
town  that  Nelson  Rockefeller  may  not  be  your  running  mate  in  1976. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  That  he  is  going  to  be  dumped. 

Mr.  Duke.  Is  he  going  to  be  dumped  ?  Is  he  going  to  be  back  on  the  ticket  ? 

The  President.  I  have  read  the  various  reports,  and  frankly,  I  think  it  is  a 
tempest  in  a  teapot. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  That  is  what  he  said. 

The  President.  I  happen  to  agree  with  him.  Nelson  Rockefeller  was  selected 
by  me  because  I  think  he  would  make  and  has  made  a  first-class  Vice  President. 
The  realities  of  the  political  situation  are  I  am  going  to  go  out  with  my  cam- 
paign people  to  get  my  delegates.  He,  of  course,  will  seek  his  delegates  in  the 
interim.  I  think  the  team  of  Ford  and  Rockefeller  has  done  a  good  job,  and  at 
this  time,  I  don't  see  any  reason  to  change  it. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  Is  the  position  you  take  one  that  might  finesse  Mr.  Reagan 
out  of  the  picture,  too  ? 

The  President.  I  only  talk  about  the  affirmative  things,  Martin.  I  don't  want 
to  get  into  who  did  this  or  who  did  that  or  what  is  going  to  happen.  The  realities 
are  Nelson  Rockefeller  has  done  an  excellent  job  as  Vice  President.  He  works 
hard.  He  is  cooperative.  He  has  taken  every  job  I  have  given  him  and  done  really 
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a  great  job.  When  you  have  somebody  that  works  on  a  team  with  you,  why  do 
you  want  to  change  ? 

.  Mr.  Duke.  Mr.  President,  on  behalf  of  Martin  and  myself  and  all  of  us  in 
Public  Broadcasting,  I  would  like  to  thank  you  for  the  privilege  and  the  op- 
portunity to  come  here  and  visit  with  you  today. 

Mr.  Agronsky.  With  which  I  concur.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 
The  President.  Thank  you,  Martin.  Thank  you,  Paul.  It  has  been  very 
enjoyable. 

note:  The  interview  began  at  10:25  a.m.  in  the  broadcast  on  the  Public  Broadcasting  Service  at  8 
Solarium   at   the   White   House.   It  was   taped   for      p.m.  the  same  day. 

480 

Remarks  at  the  Swearing  In  of  David  Mathews  as  Secretary 
of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare.     August  8,  1973 

Than\  you  very  much,  Cap.  Secretary-designate ,  Members  of  Congress,  Mr. 
Chief  Justice,  distinguished  guests,  including,  as  I  understand  it,  three  former 
Secretaries  of  HEW — Wilbur  Cohen,  ]ohn  Gardner,  and  Arthur  Flemming— 
ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Cap,  I  am  very  grateful  for  your  more  than  generous  and  very  kind  introduc- 
tion. Now  that  you  are  leaving,  Cap,  I  would  like  to  take  just  a  moment  to 
tell  you  and  to  tell  all  the  people  here  what  I  really  think  of  you.  [Laughter]  1 
was  hoping  the  day  would  never  come  when  I  had  to  tell  you  this.  But  since  you 
insisted  on  leaving,  you  asked  for  it. 

Cap,  you  are  terrific.  Those  of  us  who  have  known  you  for  a  long  time  know 
that  in  each  of  the  important  positions  that  you  have  held  in  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment—Chairman of  the  Federal  Trade  Commission,  Director  of  OMB,  Secre- 
tary of  HEW — I  think  you  have  demonstrated  the  commitment,  the  talent,  the 
tireless  hard  work,  and  a  very  deep  sense  of  patriotism  that  represents  the  very 
highest  order  of  public  service.  And  we  thank  you  very,  very  much. 

With  your  retirement  from  public  life,  we  are  losing,  as  I  see  it,  a  leader  of 
uncommon  ability.  You  have  earned  the  respect,  admiration  of  your  colleagues 
and  your  country,  and  we  in  Government  will  miss  you,  Cap,  and  this  city  will 
certainly  and  surely  miss  your  lovely  wife,  Jane.  Betty  and  I,  all  the  people  as- 
sembled here,  and  so  many  more  throughout  the  country  join  in  wishing  you 
both  a  very  happy  and  a  very  successful  return  to  the  private  life  in  your 
beautiful  State  of  California. 
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Having  said  that,  I  want  to  add  a  postscript.  You  have  been  tremendously 
helpful  to  me  in  a  very  tough  year,  and  for  that  I  am  most  grateful. 

But  I  have  come  here  primarily  to  swear  in  David  Mathews  as  the  new 
Secretary  of  HEW. 

In  Sunday's  Washington  Post,  I  read  an  article  about  David  Mathews,  and 
in  this  one  piece  alone  he  was  described  as  innovative,  captivating,  exceptional, 
persuasive,  gifted,  and  brilliant,  and  a  man  of  Presidential  stature.  [Laughter] 

Nevertheless — [laughter] — I  have  still  come  here  today  to  swear  David 
Mathews  in  as  the  new  Secretary  of  HEW. 

In  the  past,  many  Cabinet  members  have  come  to  the  White  House  for 
ceremonies  similar  to  this.  But  I  feel  very  strongly  it  is  important  for  a  Presi- 
dent to  see  as  much  as  he  can  of  the  people  he  serves  and  of  the  workers  in 
Government  agencies  who  serve  the  people.  And  that  is  one  of  the  reasons  I 
am  here  today. 

Actually,  it  is  my  second  visit  here  as  President.  I  was  here  nearly  a  year  ago — 
less  than  2  weeks  after  I  was  sworn  in — to  sign  the  Education  Amendments  of 
1974,  in  keeping  with  my  personal  philosophy  favoring  appropriate  Federal 
assistance  to  education. 

As  Secretary  of  HEW,  David  Mathews  will  be  filling  a  most  important  job 
and  a  big  pair  of  shoes.  His  swearing  in  will  add  another  first-class  officer  to  a 
Cabinet  of  first-class  men  and  women. 

He  moves  into  a  big  job,  one  of  the  most  important  in  Government.  HEW 
will  spend  an  estimated  $150  billion  in  the  fiscal  year  and  through  the  transi- 
tional quarter. 

It  has  a  staff  of  more  than  128,000  men  and  women.  The  decisions  and  ac- 
tions of  this  vital  department  of  our  Government  affect  the  lives  of  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  in  the  United  States.  HEW  has  a  major  influence  on  the 
education  Americans  receive,  on  their  health  care,  and  on  the  entire  range  of 
social  services. 

I  consider  David  Mathews  the  right  person  for  this  very  important  job.  He 
is  young,  but  is  an  accomplished  thinker  and  leader,  a  man  who  understands 
both  concepts  and  action,  ideas  and  implementation. 

Since  1969  he  has  served  as  an  outstanding  president  of  the  University  of 
Alabama,  one  of  our  Nation's  great  State  universities.  And  at  the  same  time, 
he  has  been  an  effective  writer  and  leader  in  a  wide  range  of  civic  activities. 

Dr.  Mathews  brings  to  this  new  mission  the  strength  of  youth,  a  sense  of  pur- 
pose, the  skills  of  a  scholar,  and  the  trusted  record  of  a  successful  leader  and 
administrator.  That  is  an  impressive  inventory  by  any  standard. 
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I  am  confident  that  his  achievements  will  speak  for  themselves  in  the  months 
and  years  ahead.  I  look  forw^ard  to  w^orking  closely  w^ith  Dr.  Mathev^s,  as  I 
have  w^ith  my  good  friend.  Cap  Weinberger,  to  whom  we  all  wish  the  very 
best. 

I  am  sure  all  of  you  join  with  me  in  wishing  David  Mathews  the  very  best 
as  he  assumes  his  heavy,  new  responsibilities  as  Secretary  of  Health,  Education, 
and  Welfare. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   12:24  p.m.  in  the  Secretary  Mathews' response  to  the  President's  re- 
auditorium  of  the  Department  of  Health,  Educa-  marks   is  printed   in   the  Weekly   Compilation   of 
tion,  and  Welfare.  Warren  E.  Burger,  Chief  Justice  Presidential  Documents  (vol.  11,  p.  847). 
of  the  United  States,  administered  the  oath  of  office. 
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Letter  Accepting  the  Resignation  of  Counsel  to  the  President 
William  E.  Casselman  11.     August  8,  1973 

Dear  Bill: 

In  accepting  w^ith  real  regret  your  decision  to  leave  government,  eflfective 
September  19, 1975,  fully  understanding  your  reasons,  I  cannot  let  this  anniver- 
sary pass  without  expressing  my  deep  gratitude  to  you  for  your  loyalty  and  dedi- 
cated service  as  Counsel  both  as  Vice  President  and  President. 

We  have  been  through  some  tough  times  together.  I  have  been  fortunate  to 
have  your  advice,  assistance  and  unstinting  effort  for  almost  two  eventful  years. 
You  can  be  proud  of  your  fine  contributions  not  only  to  my  administration  but 
throughout  your  career  in  government  extending  back  to  our  first  association  in 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

As  a  fellow^  lawyer  who  reveres  the  law  as  the  bulwark  of  all  our  liberties,  I 
wish  you  great  success  in  the  practice  of  our  profession.  More  personally,  let  me 
thank  you  for  your  kind  and  generous  observations  about  the  first  year  of  my 
conduct  of  the  Presidential  office  and  extend,  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Ford  and  myself, 
warm  good  wishes  to  Caroline  and  you. 
Sincerely, 

Jerry  Ford 

[The  Honorable  WilHam  E.  Casselman  II,  The  White  House,  Washington,  D.C.  20500] 

note:  Mr.  Casselman's  letter  of  resignation,  dated  President  and  as  Counsel  to  the  President.  There 

August  8,  1975,  read  as  follows:  is  no  greater  responsibility  or  higher  honor  that  can 

Dear  Mr.  President:  ^^  afforded  a  lawyer  in  government,  and  I  am  im- 

Since  December  10,  1973,  it  has  been  my  priv-  mensely  grateful  for  the  opportunities  for  public 

ilege  to  serve  you  both  as  Legal  Counsel  to  the  Vice  service   which    you   have   given   me.   However,   as 
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we  discussed  recently,  obligations  to  my  family  make  and  with  several  other  projects  nearing  their  con- 
it  necessary  that  I  submit  my  resignation,  effective  elusion,  the  time  seems  especially  appropriate  for  my 
September  19,  1975.  return  to  private  life.  After  ten  and  one-half  years 

In  parting,  may  I  take  this  occasion  to  congratu-  in  the  Federal  government,  I  intend  to  enter  the 

late  you  on  the  successful  completion  of  the  first  private  practice  of  law — a  decision  which  I   have 

year  of  your  Administration.  This  historic  period,  often  postponed  and  can  no  longer  delay, 

which  began  under  such  sad  and  difficult  circum-  I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  many  kindnesses, 

stances,  is  closing  with  a  renewed  sense  of  hope  and  professional  and  personal,  which  you  have  shown  to 

confidence  by  the  American  people  in  their  institu-  me  and  my  family  over  the  years.  Beginning  with 

tions    of    law    and    government.    Your    leadership,  your  election   as   Minority   Leader,   I   have   always 

backed  by  courage,  understanding,  and  integrity,  has  treasured  our  association  and  will  sorely  miss  it.  Of 

set  the  Nation  on  a  recovery  course  of  tranquillity  course,  in  my  private  capacity,  I  remain  ready  to 

and  prosperity  at  home  and  sound  relations  abroad.  assist  you  in  any  way  you  deem  appropriate. 

I  am  proud  to  have  shaied  in  a  small  way  in  the  With  deepest  appreciation  and  warmest  personal 

accomplishments  of  your  Administration,  and  I  sin-  regards  to  you  and  your  family, 

cerely  regret  the  necessity  of  leaving.  Nevertheless,  Sincerely, 

with  the  work  on  behalf  of  the  Special  Prosecutor,  William  E.   Casselman   II 

conducted  under  my  direction,  in  its  final  stages.  Counsel  to  the  President 
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Remarks  at  the  Awarding  of  the  NASA  Distinguished  Service 
Medal  to  Americans  Participating  in  the  Apollo-Soyuz 
Test  Project.     August  9,  1975 

LET  ME  say  how  happy  and  pleased  I  am  to  be  here  today  and  to  participate  in 
this  ceremony. 

We  honor  three  men  who  have  risen  137  miles  above  this  Earth,  looked  down 
at  all  the  turmoil,  the  pollution,  the  confusion,  and  the  problems,  and  still 
decided  to  come  back.  [Laughterl  I  think  it  gives  all  of  us,  the  rest  of  us,  some 
hope. 

We  also  honor  the  project  director  who,  along  with  thousands  of  unsung  but 
far  from  unappreciated  members  of  the  NASA  space  team,  have  made  this  trip 
possible.  And  we  thank  them  as  well  as  the  others. 

I  think  you  all  have  the  gratitude  and  the  admiration  of  all  Americans,  some 
214  million.  I  think  the  entire  world  shared,  as  I  did,  in  the  excitement  and  in  the 
achievement  of  the  Apollo-Soyuz  mission.  It  was  a  great  triumph  of  science  and 
technology,  but  it  was  also  something  more.  The  Apollo-Soyuz  flight  was  an 
encouraging  reminder  in  an  atmosphere  of  mutual  trust  and  respect,  men  from 
different  countries  and  different  systems  can  work  together  for  a  common  goal 
with  courage,  intelligence,  and  success. 

Although  this  wonderful  lesson  was  learned  nearly  140  miles  from  Earth,  it  is 
one  that  can  make  a  great,  great  contribution  to  a  better  and  more  peaceful 
planet  in  the  years  ahead.  If  we  can  bring  the  spirit  of  Apollo-Soyuz  to  bear  on 
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the  many,  many  challenges  that  mankind  faces  on  Earth,  the  future  of  us  here 
will  be  far,  far  brighter. 

Along  these  lines,  I  am  pleased  about  the  plans  for  the  Apollo  and  Soyuz 
crewmembers  and  their  families  to  tour  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union 
together.  You  will  enjoy  meeting  the  people  in  both  countries  who  followed  your 
great  scientific  undertaking  over  television  and  who  prayed  for  your  success  and 
your  safe  return.  Today  I  am  extremely  happy  and  very  pleased  to  present  to  the 
three  Apollo  astronauts  and  the  project  director  who  headed  the  vast  support 
operation  here  on  Earth,  a  small  token  of  our  country's  gratitude  and  respect, 
the  NASA  Distinguished  Service  Medal. 

It  is  a  very  high  honor  for  me  to  award  this  medal  to  four  gallant  men  who 
have  made  us  all  very,  very  proud  to  be  Americans.  So,  at  this  time,  it  will  be 
my  pleasure  to  present  Tom  Stafford,  Deke  Slayton,  Vance  Brand,  and  Dr. 
Glynn  Lunney  with  the  NASA  Distinguished  Service  Medal. 

[At  this  point,  Lt.  Comdr.  Thomas  A.  Coates  of  the  White  House  Communications  Agency 
read  a  combined  citation,  the  text  of  which  is  printed  in  the  Wee\ly  Compilation  of  Presi- 
dential Documents  (vol.  11,  p.  852).  Apollo  crewmember  Vance  Brand  then  responded  as 
follows:] 

Mr.  Brand.  Mr.  President,  throughout  your  years  in  Congress — your  leader- 
ship there,  your  great  support  of  man's  exploration  of  space — your  Presidency, 
we  wanted  to  have  a  token  present  to  give  to  you  from  man's  first  international 
mission,  so  the  crew  chose  your  Presidential  flag.  And  on  behalf  of  the  crew,  the 
National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Administration,  and  all  the  people  here,  this 
is  for  you,  sir.  Your  flag  was  flown  on  the  space  mission. 

The  President.  Thank  you  very,  very  much.  How  many  million  miles  did 
it  fly,  about  3  million  miles  ? 

Well,  I  do  want  to  thank  all  three  of  you  as  well  as  Glynn  and  the  people  that 
were  associated  with  the  operation.  This  will  mean  a  great  deal  to  me,  to  the 
White  House,  to  the  American  people,  and  I  thank  you  very,  very  much.  We 
will  appropriately  hang  it  in  the  Oval  Office  someplace. 

Thank  you  all  very  much  for  your  participation  in,  I  think,  one  of  the  finest, 
best  things  that  has  happened  not  only  to  the  United  States  but  the  world. 

I  congratulate  again  not  only  the  three  astronauts  but  those  associated  with 
them.  It  made  me  very  proud,  as  I  know  it  made  214  million  Americans  very 
proud,  of  not  only  them  but  their  scientific  backup  and  what  it  meant,  I 
think,  in  a  broader  sense  to  the  world  as  a  whole. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:02  p.m.  in  the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House. 
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Remarks  at  Dedication  Ceremonies  for  the  St.  Edward  Mercy 
Medical  Center,  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas.     August  10,  1975 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Congressman  John  Paul  Hammerschmidt.  Gover- 
nor Dave  Pryor,  Senator  John  McClellan,  Congressman  Ray  Thornton,  Con- 
gressman Ted  Risenhoover,  Sister  Judith  Marie,  Mayor  Freeze,  distinguished 
guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

At  the  very  outset,  let  me  say  without  any  hesitation  or  equivocation  that 
Betty  and  I  are  deUghted  to  be  in  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,  and  of  course,  v^e 
are  more  than  pleased  to  have  had  a  quick  look  at  this  w^onderful  facility,  v^hich 
is  a  development  started  some  70  years  ago. 

You  have  lots  of  v^onderful  brick  and  mortar,  but  it  is  the  soul  of  the  Sisters 
of  Mercy  that  make  it  w^hat  it  is. 

I  am  especially  grateful  that  John  Paul  came  back  from  the  Middle  East  to 
participate  in  this  v^onderful  ceremony.  I  think  all  of  us  knov^  that  that  is  one 
of  the  most  volatile  areas  of  the  v^orld.  The  more  attention  that  Members  of 
the  Congress  can  give  in  understanding  the  intricacies  and  the  complexities  of 
that  area  of  the  v^orld  can  and  W\\\  be  helpful  in  the  step-by-step  progress  v^e 
are  seeking  to  make  to  prevent  war  again  in  that  area  of  the  world. 

I  might  say  to  my  dear  friend,  John  McClellan— Senator  McClellan— if  I  was 
ever  to  be  a  Member  of  the  United  States  Senate,  Democrat  or  Republican,  I 
would  want  the  reputation  you  have  for  ability,  integrity.  There  is  none 
matched  in  my  time  in  Washington. 

It  is  really  inspirational  to  have  an  opportunity  to  congratulate  all  of  the  peo- 
ple who  have  participated  in  the  planning  and  the  construction  of  this  very, 
very  special  hospital  of  tomorrow  that  will  serve  a  half  million  people  in  western 
Arkansas  and  eastern  Oklahoma. 

This  new  facility,  having  grown  from  what  it  was,  beginning  in  1905,  is  an 
outstanding  addition  to  the  thriving  medical  community  in  Fort  Smith. 

It  is  hard  to  believe  that  from  what  it  was  in  1905,  seven  decades  ago,  that  we 
now  have  in  St.  Edward  a  facility  that  will  provide  vital  health  services  to  this 
great  community  and  the  surrounding  areas. 

A  $2  million  local  fund  drive,  combined  with  a  $14  million-plus  Federal  Hous- 
ing Administration  guaranteed  loan,  gave  the  money  that  was  necessary  to 
provide  the  brick  and  mortar. 

And  if  I  can  add  a  litrie  postscript,  about  8  years  ago,  I  joined  with  many  others 
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in  the  House  as  well  as  in  the  Senate  to  provide  the  legislation  that  made  it  pos- 
sible for  loan  guarantees  rather  than  outright  Federal  grants  for  this  facility. 
People  doubted  that  we  could  do  it  with  loan  guarantees,  but  here  is  the  evidence 
right  here. 

Obviously,  all  of  you  deserve  to  be  commended  about  the  health  needs  of  some 
65,000  people  who  live  in  this  area,  not  only  in  the  city  but  the  rural  residents 
as  well,  and  how  much  better  all  of  you  will  be  treated  with  this  new  and  modern 
facility. 

I  understand  that  it  was  examined  at  the  time  that  the  project  was  initiated 
how  you  could  maintain  the  highest  class  medical  service  without  a  tremendous 
increase  in  the  cost.  You  wanted  top  quality  medical  care  at  reduced  cost,  and  it  is 
my  understanding  that  with  what  has  been  incorporated,  you  will  hold  the  line 
and  hopefully  do  even  better. 

The  innovative  design  of  St.  Edward  with  automation  and  centraHzation  and 
privacy  will  help  keep  the  cost  down  and  the  quality  of  patient  care  higher  and 
higher.  And  I  think  it  is  unique  also  that  you  plan  to  combine  the  Fort  Smith 
center  with  the  smaller  rural  hospitals,  and  this  is  a  giant  step  forward.  And  I 
understand  that  you  are  already  working  with  these  smaller  hospitals  in  the 
surrounding  area  in  the  purchasing  program  so  you  can  achieve  better  service  at  a 
lesser  cost. 

St.  Edward,  I  am  told,  showed  its  willingness  to  break  new  ground  in  medical 
care  with  the  emergency  medical  service  program.  Right  in  St.  Edward  you 
initiated  at  the  outset  an  emergency  medical  service.  And  as  a  consequence, 
literally  hundreds  and  thousands  have  been  served  on  a  24-hour-a-day  basis. 

And  again,  if  I  could  put  a  little  personal  postscript  in,  Betty  and  I  have  four 
children,  and  they  had  in  Alexandria,  Virginia,  one  of  the  very  first  emergency 
medical  care  facilities.  I  tried  to  count  on  the  fingers  of  both  hands  how  many 
times  either  Betty  or  I  have  taken  Mike,  Jack,  Steve,  or  Susan  down  to  that  emer- 
gency medical  care  facility. 

And  you  in  Fort  Smith  are  fortunate  diat  the  Sisters  of  Mercy  at  St.  Edward 
were  among  the  originators  of  this  first-class  program. 

And  I  think  it  is  unique,  also,  that  through  this  service,  St.  Edward  has,  for 
example,  given  some  30  National  Guardsmen— who  were  injured  at  Fort 
Chaffee  when  the  high  winds  struck— the  kind  of  immediate  medical  care  that 
was  essential. 

We  all  know  that  medical  progress  is  achieved  when  the  newest  techniques, 
the  newest  bits  of  knowledge  are  available  to  all  our  citizens.  And  your  use  of 
improved  patient  care  will  serve  as  an  example  to  other  medical  facilities.  Your 
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success  will  inspire  others  to  search  for  more  creative  and  more  efficient  methods 
of  providing  this  care. 

The  best  equipment,  the  latest  technology,  the  finest  medical  skills  must  be 
combined  v^ith  compassion  and  care  if  a  hospital  is  to  serve  all  of  our  individual 
needs,  all  of  our  fellow  citizens. 

The  motto  of  St.  Edward  is  "Through  our  love  of  God  and  compassion  for  our 
fellow  men  we  serve."  This  hospital's  beginning  in  1905  to  today  has  translated 
these  words  into  community  outreach.  For  instance,  the  sponsorship  by  the  hos- 
pital of  a  Vietnamese  family  of  seven  and  the  employment  of  two  refugees  point 
up  very  dramatically  that  this  facility  is  more  than  just  a  fine  place  to  practice 
medicine.  It  is  a  center  which  cares. 

I  am  therefore,  Sister  Marie,  deeply  honored  and  very  proud  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  participate  in  this  dedication  because  of  St.  Edward's  proud  past  and 
its  bright  future. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:54  p.m.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Sister  Judith  Marie  Keith, 
administrator  of  the  center. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  Following  a  Visit  to  the  Fort  Chaffee 
Refugee  Facility  in  Fort  Smith.     August  10,  1973 

LET  ME  say  w^ith  great  emphasis  how  much  I  have  enjoyed  being  in  Fort 
Smith,  both  at  the  hospital  dedication  as  w^ell  as  at  the  Fort  Chaffee  refugee 
faciHty.  On-e  can't  help  but  be  most  encouraged  by  the  progress  of  the  refugee 
program.  After  all,  v^e've  had  about  134,000  refugees  come  into  the  program, 
and  v^e  are  a  little  over  halfway  through. 

I  want  to  commend  the  people  who  have  handled  it  locally,  both  in  the 
Federal  Government,  and  one  can't  help  but  be  impressed  with  the  fine  people 
that  I  see  in  the  refugee  camps.  We  hope  to  complete  the  program  on  schedule, 
and  I  am  confident  that  America  will  be  better  off  as  a  result. 

Obviously,  it  is  nice  to  be  in  Arkansas  and  be  so  warmly  received,  meet  so 
many  nice  people.  If  I  am  invited,  I  would  love  to  come  back  sometime. 

Reporter.  When  is  the  refugee  program  to  be  completed  here  at  Fort 
Chaffee? 

The  President.  Well,  the  anticipation  is  that  the  program  will  be  concluded 
sometime  late  this  fall.  We  are  going  to  make  every  possible  effort  to  do  it,  and 
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we  are  going  to  phase  out  the  other  three.  And  I  hope  we  can  complete  the 
total  program  late  this  fall. 

Q.  Mrs.  Ford  has  toured  the  other  refugee  camp  in  California.  Did  she  have 
any  feelings  as  comparing  the  two  ? 

The  President.  Mrs.  Ford  did  go  to  the  one  at  Camp  Pendleton,  California. 
I  really  haven't  had  a  chance  to  talk  to  her  about  her  reaction  out  there  com- 
pared to  my  reaction  here.  Of  course,  Camp  Pendleton  was  visited  by  Mrs.  Ford 
when  the  program  was  almost  in  its  beginning,  and  we  have  now  had,  what, 
4  months  or  thereabouts. 

Things  are  running  more  smoothly  now.  Things  are,  I  think,  going  to  run 
smoother  in  the  future.  So,  I  am  confident  it  will  work  out  very  well. 

Q.  What  have  you  heard  about  the  reaction  of  the  Fort  and  the  area  to  the 
camp  being  reactivated?  What  have  you  heard  as  far  as  the  attitude  and  so 
forth? 

The  President.  I  haven't  heard  any  serious  criticism.  At  least,  it  hasn't  come 
to  my  attention. 

Q.  Do  you  feel  that  the  camp  should  be  closed  by  the  end  of  the  year  ? 

The  President.  I  would  think  so. 

Q.  Mr.  Ford,  what  do  you  think  is  going  to  happen  to  the  oil  decontrol 
program  ? 

The  President.  Sometime  in  the  first  part  of  September  I  have  to  make  a 
decision.  The  heavy  odds  are  that  I  will  veto  the  control  program.  I  think  that 
is  the  way  to  stimulate  additional  production.  I  believe  that  there  won't  be  any 
serious  inflationary  reactions. 

I  can  take  and,  if  I  do  veto  the  extension  of  the  control  program,  I  will  take 
certain  administrative  actions  that  could  mitigate  any  inflationary  problems. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:22  p.m.  at  Fort  Smith  Municipal  Airport. 

485 

Exchange  With  Reporters  Following  a  United  States  Court 
of  Appeals  Decision  on  Oil  Import  Fees.     August  11,  1975 

Reporter.  Any  thoughts  on  the  court  ruling  this  morning  on  the  constitution- 
ality of  your  oil  tarijfif  ? 

The  President.  We  are  analyzing,  of  course,  the  decision  by  the  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals,  and  I  will  not  know  until  later  this  afternoon  what  the  De- 
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partment  of  Justice  and  what  my  White  House  Counsel  will  recommend.  But 
sometime  this  afternoon,  I  can  give  you  a  decision. 

Q.  Was  there  a  thought  of  taking  that  off  anyway  when  decontrols  lapsed  ? 

The  President.  That,  of  course,  is  an  option  that  exists,  and  I  have  indicated 
on  several  occasions  that  we  had  a  number  of  administrative  options,  and  that 
is  in  the  group  that  we  will  have  to  look  at  if  and  when  we  decontrol,  which  we 
probably  will. 

Reporter.  Have  a  nice  game,  Mr.  President.  Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   11:12   a.m.  at  the  imports. 

Vail  Golf  Course,  Vail,  Colo.  The  decision  by  the  On  August  14,  1975,  Solicitor  General  Robert  H. 

United  States  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  District  of  Bork  announced  that  the  Government  would  request 

Columbia   Circuit  held   that  the  President  had  no  that  the  Supreme  Court  review  the  decision  of  the 

constitutional    authority    to    impose    a    fee    on    oil  Court  of  Appeals. 


486 

Statement  on  Signing  the  Council  on  Wage  and  Price 
Stability  Act  Amendments  of  1975-     August  11,  1975 

I  HAVE  signed  into  law  S.  409,  the  bill  which  extends  the  life  of  the  Council  on 
Wage  and  Price  Stability  to  September  30, 1977.  It  also  clarifies  the  Council's  au- 
thority to  participate  in  agency  rulemaking  and  other  proceedings  where  the 
inflationary  impact  of  a  possible  action  could  be  significant  and  authorizes  the 
Council  to  require  periodic  reports  of  information  from  the  private  sector. 

Nearly  a  year  ago,  one  of  my  first  acts  as  President  was  to  request  legislation 
establishing  the  Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability.  I  was  pleased  then  that 
Congress  acted  in  a  swift  and  constructive  way  on  this  legislation,  and  I  am 
equally  pleased  that  Congress  has  extended  the  tenure  of  the  Council  to  help  in 
our  battle  against  inflation.  This  law  continues  the  Council  in  the  role  for  which 
it  was  established :  an  alert  watchdog  against  inflation. 

The  Council  has  sought  both  to  inform  and  represent  the  public.  It  has 
spotlighted  unjustifiable  price  increases  in  industry  and  has  brought  needed 
attention  to  the  potentially  inflationary  consequences  of  Government  actions. 
In  the  most  serious  cases,  it  has  intervened  on  behalf  of  the  public  as  a  participant 
in  Government  rulemaking. 

I  believe  the  Council  performs  an  important  role  in  assisting  Government 
agencies  to  analyze  and  understand  the  important  and  often  overlooked  impact 
of  their  rules  and  regulations.  Every  major  Government  action  adds  new  costs  to 
some  part  of  the  economy.  I  am  convinced  that,  through  judicious  use  of  its 
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authority  to  participate  in  agency  proceedings,  the  Council  will  be  an  important 
participant  in  my  Administration's  overall  efforts  to  reduce  both  the  scope 
and  cost  of  Government's  interference  in  the  economy. 

I  am  concerned  that  Congress  has  given  the  Council  new^  authority  to  require 
detailed  and  periodic  reports  from  the  private  sector.  While  Congress  has 
w^isely  mandated  that  any  information  pertaining  to  individual  firms  or  persons 
must  be  held  strictly  confidential  and  that  the  authority  should  be  used  w^isely, 
I  feel  strongly  that  abuse  of  this  pov^er  w^ould  run  counter  to  my  belief  that 
Government  reporting  requirements  have  become  a  major  burden  to  our 
privacy  and  freedom.  I  am  confident  that  the  Council  w^ill  exercise  this  nev^ 
authority  w^ith  greatest  care. 

On  balance,  I  beUeve  this  legislation  ensures  that  the  Council  on  Wage  and 
Price  Stability  w^ill  continue  as  a  strong  force  as  it  monitors,  but  does  not  con- 
trol, the  actions  of  private  and  public  organizations.  The  Council  w^ill  continue 
to  be  an  important  instrument  in  helping  us  achieve  a  speedy  return  to  a  healthy 
and  prosperous  economy. 

note:  The  statement  was  released  at  Vail,  Colo.  As  enacted,  S.  409,  approved  August  9,  1975,  is  Public  Law 
94-78  (89  Stat.  411). 

487 

Statement  on  Signing  a  Bill  Amending  Child  Support 
Provisions  of  the  Social  Security  Act.     August  11,  1973 

I  HAVE  approved  H.R.  7710,  a  bill  which  would  make  a  desirable  change  in  the 
tariflf  schedules  affecting  watches  and  watch  movements  manufactured  in  U.S. 
insular  possessions.  It  would  also  amend  the  new  child  support  program  which 
became  law  last  January  as  part  of  the  Social  Security  Act. 

The  child  support  amendments,  which  were  added  to  this  bill  shordy  before 
the  Congress  recessed,  will  provide  some  States  needed  time  to  change  their 
laws  to  comply  with  the  new  program,  which  became  effective  on  August  1, 
1975.  They  will  also  help  in  the  orderly  implementation  of  this  program  and 
will  strengthen  the  confidentiality  of  records  in  the  program  of  Aid  to  Families 
with  Dependent  Children  by  specifying  the  purposes  for  disclosure  of  such 
records. 

One  of  these  amendments  requires  the  Secretary  of  Health,  Education,  and 
Welfare  to  develop  standards  to  assure  that  unreasonable  demands  are  not  made 
on  individuals  to  cooperate  with  States  in  their  child  support  collection  efforts. 
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Regrettably,  this  amendment  requires  the  Secretary  to  submit  the  proposed 
standards  to  the  Congress  with  the  provision  that  they  may  be  disapproved 
by  either  House  v^ithin  60  days. 

As  I  indicated  w^hen  I  signed  into  law  the  Amtrak  Improvement  Act  of  1975 
on  May  26, 1  am  seriously  concerned  about  the  increasing  frequency  of  passage 
by  Congress  of  legislation  containing  such  provisions,  which  are  an  unconstitu- 
tional exercise  of  Congressional  power.  At  the  same  time,  I  believe  it  is  entirely 
proper  for  the  Congress  to  request  information  and  to  be  consulted  on  the  op- 
eration of  Government  programs. 

I  am  therefore  instructing  the  Secretary  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare 
to  treat  this  provision  of  H.R.  7710  simply  as  a  request  for  information  about 
the  proposed  standards  in  advance  of  their  promulgation.  Accordingly,  I  have 
asked  the  Secretary  to  report  to  the  Congress  at  least  60  days  in  advance  of  the 
date  he  intends  to  issue  such  standards  to  protect  individuals'  interests  in  child 
support  collection  efforts. 

When  I  approved  the  legislation  establishing  the  new  child  support  program 
last  January,  I  expressed  my  strong  backing  of  its  objectives.  I  reaffirm  that 
support  now.  However,  at  that  time  I  also  stated  that  some  of  the  program's 
provisions  inject  the  Federal  Government  too  deeply  into  domestic  relations 
and  that  others  raise  serious  privacy  and  administrative  issues.  I  pointed  spe- 
cifically to  the  provisions  for  use  of  the  Federal  courts  and  the  tax  collection 
procedures  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  for  the  collection  of  child  support, 
the  provisions  imposing  excessive  audit  requirements  on  the  Department  of 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare,  and  the  provisions  establishing  a  parent  locator 
service  with  access  to  all  Federal  records. 

Legislation  which  would  have  corrected  these  problems  was  recently  passed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  but  these  corrective  amendments  were  not 
included  in  the  bill  I  have  just  signed.  I  urge  the  Congress  to  enact  such  legis- 
lation as  soon  as  possible  after  the  current  recess,  so  the  desirable  objectives  of 
the  child  support  program  are  not  undermined  by  undue  intrusion  of  the 
Federal  Government  into  people's  personal  lives. 

note:  The  statement  was  released  at  Vail,  Colo.  As  enacted,  H.R.  7710,  approved  August  9,  1975,  is  Pub- 
lic Law  94-88  (89  Stat.  433). 
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Remarks  and  a  Question-and- Answer  Session  at  the  Vail 
Symposium  in  Vail,  Colorado.     August  15,  1973 

Energy  Program 

Than\  you  very  much,  Mayor  John  Dobson.  Chairman  of  the  symposium  and 
City  Manager  Terry  Minger,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

[1.]  Obviously,  I  am  very  pleased  today  to  meet  v^ith  a  group  considering 
how  to  deal  with  the  energy  problem  instead  of  debating  its  existence. 

Our  energy  problem  is  like  a  giant  puzzle.  Solving  this  puzzle  requires  the 
piecing  together  of  many  complex  and  interlocking  parts  and  pieces.  When  the 
parts  are  properly  fitted,  we  will  have  a  program  that  decreases  energy  con- 
sumption, increases  domestic  fuel  supplies,  and  stimulates  new  energy  tech- 
nology. Our  immediate  goal  is  to  increase  production  of  domestic  oil  and  gas 
while  decreasing  wasteful  consumption  by  increasing  efficient  use  of  fuel. 

In  meeting  this  objective,  however,  we  must  establish  the  framework  for  the 
inevitable  transition  to  an  energy  economy  that  does  not  rely  on  depletable 
resources,  for  within  the  next  25  to  50  years,  oil  and  gas,  which  constitute  two- 
thirds  of  the  fuel  we  now  use,  may  be  far  too  costly  to  burn  at  any  price. 

As  one  important  piece  of  our  energy  puzzle,  our  national  coal  reserves 
contain  greater  energy  potential  than  the  Middle  East  reserves  of  fuel.  Increased 
use  of  coal  is  vital  to  energy  independence.  This  resource  must  be  developed 
and  consumed  with  a  commitment  to  balancing  energy  needs  with  environ- 
mental concerns. 

With  almost  half  of  the  Nation's  coal  reserves  in  our  western  part  of  the 
United  States,  you  in  this  region  are  justifiably  concerned  about  the  quality 
of  development.  As  one  who  has  visited  Vail  many,  many  times,  I  share  very 
deeply  this  concern. 

But  let  me  emphasize  this:  We  can  tap  our  national  energy  resources  without 
despoiling  the  environment.  We  will  be  able  to  do  so,  however,  only  in  an 
atmosphere  of  realism — not  antagonism. 

This  Administration  is  committed  to  seeing  that  improved  mining  technology 
ensures  safe  and  environmentally  sound  production  of  coal.  We  also  need  im- 
proved technology  to  burn  coal  directly  without  producing  environmental  dam- 
age. The  Nation's  capacity  to  convert  coal  into  clean  gaseous  and  liquid  fuel  can 
and  must  be  developed. 

Even  if  our  reliance  on  imported  oil  for  38  percent  of  our  current  use  did  not 
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make  us  vulnerable  to  economic  and  political  disruption,  we  would  still  have  to 
utilize  our  coal  reserves.  The  fact  is— we  are  energy-dependent  as  a  society. 

With  our  Nation's  reserves  of  oil  and  natural  gas  being  depleted  and  with  the 
uncertainty  of  foreign  suppUes,  we  must  utilize  existing  energy  sources  and 
develop  new  ones. 

Our  energy  dependence  on  imported  oil,  at  an  average  cost  of  $25  bilUon  per 
year,  prompted  my  comprehensive  energy  program  in  January  and  makes 
intolerable  the  Congressional  delay  of  the  past  6  months  and  requires  tough 
action  right  now.  To  help  reduce  dependence  on  imports  and  stem  the  outflow 
of  American  dollars  and  American  jobs,  I  will  veto  the  6-month  extension  of 
price  controls  on  domestic  oil,  which  the  Congress  passed  just  before  recessing.^ 

Since  last  January,  this  Administration  tried  very  hard  and  very  constructively 
to  work  with  the  Congress  to  find  a  compromise  on  decontrol.  The  Congress 
twice  rejected  reasonable  Administration  compromises.  I  feel  that  I  went  more 
than  halfway  with  the  Congress  on  this  critical  issue. 

Approval  of  this  extension  would  mean  only  more  months  of  delay  without 
the  critically  needed  incentives  to  promote  conservation  and  spur  domestic  oil 
production.  An  extension  would  continue  price  uncertainties  for  consumers  and 
producers  alike  and  tend  to  increase  our  dependence  on  foreign  oil  sources.  More 
important,  it  would  signal  to  foreign  producers  our  inability  to  face  up  to  the 
problem. 

Your  representatives  in  Congress  should  keep  this  in  mind  as  they  vote  to 
sustain  my  veto  in  September.  This  is  particularly  important  at  a  time  when 
producing  nations  are  considering  increasing  the  price  Americans  will  have  to 
pay. 

To  cushion  the  impact  of  sudden  decontrol  if  the  Congress  sustains  my  veto — 
as  it  must — I  will  lift  the  special  import  fees  on  crude  oil  and  petroleum  products. 
If  the  Congress  fails  to  sustain  my  veto  and  continues  counterproductive  price 
controls,  I  will  have  no  other  choice  than  to  continue  import  fees.  These  fees  were 
imposed  in  the  first  place  to  induce  conservation  and  reduce  consumption  and 
our  reliance  on  foreign  oil,  which  is  vital  to  our  national  security  interests.  It  is 
incomprehensible  to  me  that  the  Congress  would  jeopardize  our  ability  to 
achieve  energy  independence  at  this  critical  hour. 

Unless  we  decontrol  so-called  old  oil  and  implement  the  other  elements  of  my 
energy  program,  an  increasing  share  of  our  oil  supply  will  be  coming  from  high- 
priced  and  unreliable  foreign  sources.  Hence,  gasoline  and  other  petroleum  prod- 


^  See  Items  537  and  538. 
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uct  prices  will  continue  to  rise  and  our  vulnerability  to  future  embargoes  will 
become  intolerable. 

The  net  effect  of  immediate  decontrol  and  the  removal  of  import  fees  will 
mean  an  increase  of  a  few  cents  per  gallon  in  the  price  of  petroleum  products, 
contrary  to  what  others  have  predicted.  This  is  a  very  small  price  to  pay  to 
reduce  our  vulnerabiHty  to  embargoes  and  exorbitant  price  increases  imposed  by 
foreign  producers. 

Painful  as  they  are,  higher  prices  do  promote  conservation,  and  higher  prices 
do  promote  increased  efficiency  in  the  use  of  petroleum  products. 

Cheap  energy  encourages  waste  and  preserves  inefficient  energy  technology. 
When  the  price  of  energy  reflects  its  true  value  to  society,  as  determined  by 
the  marketplace,  there  will  be  an  incentive  to  stop  squandering  it  and  to  de- 
velop advanced  technologies,  such  as  solar  energy. 

Reduced  consumption  helps  reduce  dependence.  But  this  alone  will  not 
solve  the  problem.  A  dramatic  increase  in  U.S.  production  is  also  required. 
Decontrol  will  stimulate  domestic  production  by  removing  the  restrictive  $5.25- 
per-barrel  price  ceiling  on  so-called  old  oil,  which  accounts  for  60  percent  of 
all  domestic  production.  This  ceiling  arbitrarily  discourages  the  use  of  new  and 
more  expensive  production  technology.  By  establishing  an  artificially  low  price, 
it  encourages  indiscriminate  use  of  our  limited  domestic  resources.  This  is  not 
good  energy  policy.  It  is  not  good  environmental  policy. 

If  the  Congress  also  enacts  my  two  proposals  for  energy  refunds  to  consumers 
and  a  windfall  profits  tax  on  oil  companies,  then  the  impact  of  decontrol, 
cushioned  by  the  removal  of  the  import  fees,  will  not  hinder  economic  recovery. 

Swift  action  on  these  taxes  must  be  accompanied  by  Congressional  action  on 
all  segments  of  my  comprehensive  energy  package. 

The  on-again,  oflf-again  Congressional  approach  to  energy  is  hazardous, 
expensive,  and  very  frightening.  Every  day  that  we  delay  means  greater  de- 
pendence on  unreliable  supplies  of  foreign  oil,  pushes  back  development  of 
more  efficient  use  of  available  energy,  and  retards  the  search  for  new  energy 
sources  here  at  home. 

Quite  frankly,  we  are  running  out  of  time.  Time  can  be  used  to  help  balance 
our  environmental  concerns  with  our  energy  needs.  The  longer  we  talk,  the 
shorter  the  time  to  act  responsibly.  By  the  time  a  crisis  confronts  us,  such  as  the 
1973  oil  embargo,  it  is  too  late  to  act — too  late  to  act.  We  can  only  react. 

I  urge  you  to  help  us  obtain  Congressional  action  on  a  comprehensive  energy 
program.  Failure  to  make  tough  decisions — tough  decisions  today — drastically 
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increases  the  vulnerability  of  our  economy  to  disruption  and  reduces  our  options 
to  meet  the  energy  needs  of  the  future. 

Economists  and  environmentalists  have  been  telling  us  that  there  is  no  free 
lunch  in  the  v^orld.  And  they  are  right.  The  price  for  control  of  our  own  eco- 
nomic energy  and  environmental  destiny  is  small  in  dollars,  but  very,  very 
high  in  reward — ^if  we  make  the  tough  decisions  today  that  are  demanded  of  us. 

So,  I  thank  you  for  listening,  and  let's  get  down  to  those  tough  questions 
that  all  of  you  have. 

Thank  you  very  much.  Cathy  [Vail  Councilwoman  Cathy  Klug]. 

Questions 

energy  development 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  future  of  the  energy  development  industry  in  the 
Rocky  Mountain  West  depends  in  part  on  Federal  risk-sharing  programs  de- 
sigjied  to  insure  the  future  of  such  developments.  Do  you  feel  that  similar  Fed- 
eral risk-sharing  programs  should  be  considered  to  insure  the  future  for  impacted 
communities  and  to  minimize  the  socio-economic  effect  on  those  communities, 
or  do  you  feel  that  the  energy  development  industry  should  assume  that  responsi- 
bility? 

The  President.  That  is  a  very  important  question  in  this  area.  And  on  Mon- 
day, I  am  going  to  visit  Rifle,  Colorado,  which  is  an  area  that  is  potentially  badly 
affected  by  a  great  upsurge  in  people  with  all  the  things  that  follow  from  a  big 
plant,  lots  of  people,  and  so  forth. 

I  am  meeting  with  the  local  public  officials  as  well  as  the  people  that  are  de- 
veloping the  process  in  Rifle.  It  is  my  judgment,  first,  that  we  have  to  recog- 
nize the  impact  on  a  relatively  small  community  from  the  development  that  is 
needed  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

Therefore,  the  Federal  Government  does  have  a  responsibility  to  participate. 
We  have  people  in  various  departments  of  the  Federal  Government  that  are 
working  on  this — the  Department  of  Interior,  the  Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development,  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget— and  I  am  con- 
fident that  we  can  work  out  a  way  in  which  the  Federal  Government  can  help  to 
provide  water,  housing,  and  so  forth. 

Now,  I  am  not  saying  the  Federal  Government  has  the  sole  responsibility,  but 
we  will  take  some  leadership,  working  with  the  State  and  the  local  people,  to 
make  sure  that  the  impact  on  the  local  community,  the  environment  is  not 
neglected. 
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ENERGY  CONSERVATION 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  the  development  of  a  comprehensive  energy  pro- 
gram, what  provisions  has  the  Administration  made  for  educating  the  present 
and  future  generations  for  a  positive  energy  conservation  ethic  ? 

The  President.  I  think  we  have  tried,  but  I  must  confess  that  we  haven't  been 
as  successful  as  we  should  have.  And  the  best  evidence  of  a  lack  of  a  successful 
education  program  is  that  Congress  doesn't  comprehend  the  problem  we  are 
in.  [Laughter'] 

What  I  am  really  saying  is,  if  the  American  people  were  sufficiently  educated 
to  the  crisis,  the  short-range  problem  and  the  long-range  difficulties,  the  impact 
on  the  Congress  would  be  reflected  and  the  Congress  wouldn't  have  dilly-dallied 
for  the  last  6  months  as  they  have. 

Now,  I  hope  that  through  the  Federal  Government,  through  many  voluntary 
agencies,  through  other  sources,  we  can  convince  the  American  people  that  we 
have  to  increase  domestic  production  of  those  resources  we  have  and  also  de- 
velop the  so-called  exotic  energy  programs,  such  as  solar,  geothermal,  et  cetera, 
and  at  the  same  time,  we  can  convince  the  American  people  that  conservation 
is  an  integral  part  of  our  overall  program.  And  when  you  talk  about  conserva- 
tion, it  means  the  development  and  utilization  of  more  efficient  energy  use. 

We  have  been  squanderers,  as  I  said  in  my  prepared  text,  because  we  have  had 
so  much  at  such  a  cheap  price.  We  have  to  convince  the  American  people — and 
they,  in  turn,  the  Congress — that  this  is  one  of  the  major  decisions  affecting  our 
country  for  the  next  100  years. 

And  Frank  Zarb  and  others  on  the  top  staff  in  the  White  House  have  gone 
around  the  country  with  me  trying  to  preach  to  the  people  in  the  audiences,  but 
I  don't  think  we  have  done  as  well  as  we  should.  We  are  going  to  continue  to 
do  our  best. 

INDIAN  LANDS 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  an  employee  of  the  Navajo  Tribe.  The  tribe  is 
concerned  because  the  Administration  is  currently  proposing  energy  develop- 
ment policies  that  impact  significantly  on  Indian  lands  in  the  Western  United 
States.  Administration  of  trust  responsibilities  for  these  lands  is  carried  out  by  the 
Department  of  Interior,  which  is  also  responsible  for  effecting  Federal  land- 
leasing  policies  directed  toward  energy  self-sufficiency.  A  conflict  of  interest 
exists. 

The  Northern  Cheyenne  Indians,  for  example,  have  already  entered  a  suit 
against  the  Department  of  Interior  claiming  that  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
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misrepresented  Cheyenne  interests  in  negotiating  away  coal  rights  at  below 
market  value. 

Recognizing  this  conflict,  Mr.  President,  how  do  you  plan  to  direct  the  Secre- 
tary of  Interior  to  ensure  that  the  Federal  trust  responsibilities  for  Indian  lands 
are  neither  violated  nor  compromised  ? 

The  President.  In  the  first  place,  I  think  you  have  to  rely  on  the  people  that 
are  at  the  head  of  the  Department  of  Interior.  And  it  is  my  judgment  that 
former  Secretary  of  Interior  Rogers  Morton  is  a  man  of  complete  integrity,  and 
I  am  certain  that  he  did  not  deliberately,  certainly,  violate  or  compromise  the 
conflicting  interests  that  you  pose.  And  I  believe  the  new  Secretary  of  Interior, 
when  we  make  the  final  decision,  will  likewise  have  these  overall  interests  in 
mind. 

Now,  if  there  has  been — and  I  say  "if  there  has  been" — and  I  am  not  suf- 
ficiently familiar  with  the  details  to  pass  judgment  myself — ^but  if  there  has 
been  a  compromising  of  the  rights  of  the  Navajos,  I  am  sure  that  the  matter  can 
and  will  be  resolved  in  the  Federal  courts — the  courts,  of  course,  being  the  pro- 
tection to  any  segment  of  our  society,  including  the  Navajos.  And  I  am  sure 
there  won't  be  any  lack  of  public  interest  attorneys  who  would  be  glad  and 
delighted  to  participate  in  such  legal  action.  [Laughter] 

ENERGY  AND  AGRICULTURE 

[5.]  Q.  Mr  President,  in  the  face  of  the  growing  pressures  to  increase  our  food 
production,  what  type  of  trade-ofis  do  you  foresee  between  coal  and  energy 
development  and  agriculture,  particularly  as  they  are  competing  for  land  and 
water  ? 

The  President.  We  are,  of  course,  trying  to  expand  our  overall  land  available 
for  food  production,  because  the  United  States,  fortunately,  is  the  breadbasket 
of  the  world. 

We  have  this  as  one  of  our  great  assets,  not  only  from  the  point  of  view  of 
helping  people  in  less  well-ofJ  countries  from  a  humanitarian  point  of  view  but 
also  for  the  implementation  of  our  national  policies  on  the  international  scene. 
We  want  our  farmers  to  have  the  availability  to  produce  as  much  as  they  can,  be- 
cause it  is  in  our  national  interest. 

If  there  is  a  need  also  for  some  of  this  available  land  for  the  development  of 
coal,  we'll  have  to  be  cognizant  of  the  competing  needs.  I  can't  make  a  decision 
here  today  on  how  many  acres  are  going  to  be  reserved  for  agriculture  and  how 
many  will  be  made  available  for  coal  production. 
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It  is  like  the  question  we  are  faced  with  right  now  on  whether  we  should  or 
shouldn't  sell  additional  grain  to  the  Soviet  Union.  We  have  to  be  cognizant,  and 
very  properly  so,  of  the  prices  received  by  the  American  farmers. 

After  all,  last  fall  we  urged  the  American  farmer  to  produce  everything  he 
possibly  could  in  wheat,  corn,  et  cetera,  and  in  return,  we  impliedly  promised 
that  he  would  get  a  fair  return  on  his  land,  his  equipment,  and  his  efforts. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  can't  be  lacking  in  attention  or  cognizance  of  the  im- 
pact that  further  grain  sales  to  the  Soviet  Union  will  affect  the  Consumer  Price 
Index. 

So,  it  is  one  of  those  narrow,  balanced  decisions  where  you  have  to  take 
potentially  competing  interests  and  try  to  be  fair  and  equitable  to  all. 

In  the  case  of  coal— energy,  in  this  case,  vis-a-vis  farmland— we  have  to 
again  use  our  best  judgment.  We  aren't  going  to  tear  land  up  and  just  turn  it 
over  to  coal.  On  the  other  hand,  we  do  have,  I  am  sure,  sufficient  coal  land  in  the 
West  that  can  be  utilized  for  coal  production  under  proper  environmental  re- 
strictions and  still  not  seriously  undercut  our  food  supply  in  this  country. 

I  can't  give  you  a  percentage  figure,  but  I  can  assure  you  we  are  not  lacking  in 
cognizance  of  the  problem  and  will  use  our  very  best  judgment. 

POWERPLANT  SITING 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  judging  from  some  Administration  publications  and 
statements,  there  may  be  some  Federal  plans  to  abrogate  State  laws  regarding  en- 
vironmental quality  and  environmental  standards,  public  service  regulation  com- 
missions, and  State  energy  facility  siting  laws  in  pursuit  of  Project  Independence. 
Would  you  care  to  comment  on  this  ? 

The  President.  Yes,  we  did  propose  some  very  broad  Federal  legislation 
that  was  aimed  at  nuclear  powerplant  siting,  that  was  aimed  at,  I  think,  more 
effectively  providing  incentives  for  the  development  of  new  energy  plants. 

Some  of  our  State  regulatory  authorities  have  been  very  slow  in  acting  on 
requests  for  sites  as  well  as  increases,  and  the  net  result  is  we  have  had  a  serious 
cutback  in  the  construction  of  energy-producing  plants,  which,  on  the  surface 
today — those  decisions  don't  seem  too  bad. 

But  with  the  upswing  in  the  economy,  in  2  or  3  years,  if  we  don't  move,  if 
our  State  regulatory  agencies  don't  move  ahead,  we  will  not  only  have  brownouts 
but  we  will  have  blackouts,  because  we  won't  have  the  capabiUty  of  producing 
energy  for  our  economy,  which  means  a  loss  of  jobs,  which  means  the  kind  of 
problems  I  indicated — brownouts,  blackouts. 
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Now,  if  we  can't  get  cooperation  and  effective  action  by  some  State  regulatory 
agencies  on  these  critical  matters,  I  think  there  has  to  be  an  overriding  Federal  or 
national  interest. 

WINDFALL  PROFITS  TAX 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  a  moment  ago  in  your  address,  you  indicated  that  part 
of  the  advocacy  of  your  office  would  be  to  introduce  a  windfall  profits  tax  on 
energy  producers.  I  would  be  interested  in  what  the  terms  of  that  windfall  profits 
tax  would  be.  It  seems  that  the  ability  for  capital  formation  today  is  almost 
commensurate  with  our  deficiency  in  energy  development.  Rebates  to  the  public 
will  not  find  another  barrel  of  oil  or  any  synthetics  from  our  coal  or  oil  shale. 

The  President.  In  the  windfall  profits  tax  proposal  that  I  submitted,  I  rec- 
ommended the  so-called  plowback  feature,  which  says  that  the  profits  made  to  a 
certain  percentage,  if  plowed  back  into  future  development  of  oil  and  gas 
resources,  would  not  be  taxable. 

The  Senate  Committee  on  Finance,  under  Senator  Russell  Long,  has  produced 
a  windfall  profits  tax  with  a  plowback  feature.  We  agree  with  that  concept, 
although  we  don't  agree  necessarily  with  every  detail  in  that  particular  proposal. 

If  the  Senate  passes  that,  then  we  would,  of  course,  go  to  the  House  and  try  to 
get  some  modification.  And  hopefully  in  the  conference  between  the  House  and 
the  Senate,  we  would  end  up  with  an  acceptable  piece  of  legislation,  which  would 
be  an  incentive  to  greater  development  through  the  plowback  feature  and,  at  the 
same  time,  would  permit  the  Federal  Government  to  have  some  additional 
funds  which  could  be  used  as  rebates  to  the  individuals  in  our  country — some 
214  million — who  would  be  charged  an  extra  cost  of  energy. 

With  the  windfall  profits  tax,  with  the  plowback,  we  have  to  have  decontrol. 
And  with  decontrol,  the  American  people  are  going  to  pay  some — not  much- 
more  for  the  cost  of  energy. 

The  rebate  program  is  aimed  at  nullifying  the  impact  on  the  individual 
consumer.  I  think  it  is  a  highly  effective,  constructive,  integrated  program.  We 
increase  prices,  but  we  nullify  the  impact  on  the  pubhc  as  a  whole.  We  provide 
for  a  windfall  profits  tax,  but  with  a  plowback  feature.  If  the  Congress  would 
only  put  the  whole  package  together  instead  of  having  one  committee  work 
on  this  part  and  another  committee  work  on  another  part  and  another  com- 
mittee work  on  another  part,  we  might  get  the  thing  put  together,  and  I  am 
optimistic. 

One  other  comment.  You  spoke  about  capital  formation.  I  talk  in  the  terms 
of  job  formation,  because  we  haven't  saved  enough  and  reinvested  enough  in 
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this  country  to  provide  more  jobs.  Just  about  2  weeks  ago,  Secretary  Simon 
went  before  the  House  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  and  talked  about  a  job 
formation  piece  of  legislation.  I  am  cognizant  of  it.  I  hope  we  can  get  some 
legislative  action. 

ENERGY  AND  ENVIRONMENT 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  how  much  emphasis  do  you  think  will  be  placed  on 
energy  and  environmental  issues  during  the  upcoming  Presidential  campaign  ? 

The  President.  Excuse  me,  I  didn't  hear  the  whole  question. 

Q.  How  much  emphasis  do  you  feel  will  be  placed  on  energy  and  environ- 
mental issues  during  the  upcoming  Presidential  campaign  ? 

The  President.  I  hope  we  can  get  Congress  to  pass  a  good  energy  program 
in  1975,  and  then  the  energy  issues  shouldn't  be  on  the  Presidential  campaign 
agenda  in  1976. 

SOLAR  ENERGY 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  appreciate  this  opportunity.  I  would  like  to  preface 
my  question  by  saying  that  we  in  Colorado,  as  well  as  many  others  and  yourself, 
I  am  sure,  believe  that  the  sun  is  our  ultimate  energy  source.  All  of  our  con- 
ventional fuels  are  merely  forms  of  stored  solar  energy  and,  in  a  sense,  are 
global  solar  savings  accounts. 

Mr.  President,  the  only  way  to  waste  our  solar  energy  is  not  to  use  it.  What, 
if  any,  therefore,  plans  or  efforts  are  underway  to  interface  long-term  energy 
goals  with  mid-term  and  near-term  efforts  for  energy  development?  For  ex- 
ample, if  coal  is  surface  mined  in  the  West,  does  the  Government  plan  to  utiUze 
the  reclaimed  areas  by  proper  siting  and  contouring  to  allow  for  essential  solar 
powerplants  to  be  implemented  when  coal  is  exhausted  ? 

The  President.  Let  me  take  solar  energy  first. 

The  Energy  Research  and  Development  Agency,  called  ERDA,  has  a  budget 
of  something  over  $2  billion  for  the  current  fiscal  year.  It  is  headed  by  Dr. 
Robert  Seamans,  one  of  the  outstanding,  I  think,  administrators  as  well  as 
scientists  in  this  country.  A  very  significant  part  of  that  $2  billion-plus  is  used 
for  solar  research. 

I  was  talking  to  Bob  Seamans  a  few  days  ago,  and  they  have  made  significant 
progress.  There  is,  unfortunately,  competition  developing  between  Arizona, 
New  Mexico,  and  Florida,  where  the  Federal  Government  will  establish  a 
solar  energy  research  center.  I  don't  know  what  the  decision  is  going  to  be  on 
what  State  gets  that  facility,  but  I  am  only  using  it  as  an  example  to  point  out 
that  we  mean  business  in  this  area. 
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But  the  development  of  the  technique  of  generating  energy  from  solar  sources 
is  not  the  only  one.  If  we  could  have  the  sun  shining  24  hours  a  day,  it  w^ould  be 
relatively,  or  I  vv^ould  say,  much  simpler.  But  the  sun  doesn't  shine  that  much 
per  day.  So,  the  problem  is  one  of  storage  of  the  energy  that  is  gotten  from 
the  sun  when  the  sun  is  shining,  and  then  having  it  stored  and  available  for 
use  when  the  sun  isn't  shining. 

So,  it  is  not  just  taking  everything  from  the  sun  and  sending  it  to  your  home  or 
to  your  factory.  It  is  a  very  complicated  problem  of  getting  the  energy,  storing 
it,  and  then  transmitting  it.  And  I  can  assure  you  we  are  working  very  hard 
on  it. 

Now,  by  inference,  I  guess,  you  have  raised  the  question  of  strip  mining.  I 
happen  to  beUeve  that  there  could  he— could  be  a  responsible  national  strip 
mining  piece  of  legislation. 

Last  fall  we  recommended  to  the  Congress,  I  think,  10  amendments  that, 
if  the  Congress  had  approved  it,  it  would  have  provided  a  responsible  and  rea- 
sonable strip  mining  law. 

Congress  did  not  do  it.  They  came  back  with  the  same  bad  piece  of  legislation, 
even  though  we  had  recommended  our  own  strip  mining  proposal.  And  now 
we  have  none  and,  unfortunately,  have  to  rely  exclusively  on  State  legislation. 

Maybe  we  can  work  out  something  that  will  give  a  good  piece  of  Federal 
strip  mining  legislation.  But  as  we  do  have  strip  mining  under  State  law  or  a 
sound  Federal  law,  certainly  there  will  be  recontouring,  there  will  be  rehabilita- 
tion. And  what  that  land  is  used  for,  I  think,  is  up  to  the  local  landowner  or 
the  respective  State  or  the  Federal  Government,  if  the  Federal  Government 
owns  the  land. 

NEW  TOWNS 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  that  there  will  be  inevitably  some  fairly  substan- 
tial placements  of  energy  industrial  complexes  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  States, 
what  are  your  thoughts  of  integrating  these  complexes  with  new  town  develop- 
ments ? 

The  President.  New  town  developments  ? 

Q.  Yes,  new  town  developments. 

The  President.  As  I  indicated  to,  I  believe,  the  first  questioner,  where  you 
go  out  into  the  remote  areas  for  the  development  of  energy  production  of  one 
kind  or  another  and  where  there  is  a  scarcity  of  population  and  you  are  going 
to  have  a  great  input  of  new  and  large  numbers  of  people,  I  think  a  new  town 
concept  may  be  the  answer.  But  I  think  that  is  up  to  the  Department  of  HUD 


1159 


[488]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  August  15 

and  up  to  Interior  and  up  to  OMB  to  work  out  the  details.  We  can't  be  oblivious 
to  the  impact  on  the  local  community.  And  the  Federal  Government  has  at 
least  a  leadership  responsibility  in  this  area. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  in  responding  to  the  first  question,  that  of  CounciWoman 
Klug,  and  in  saying  that  you  thought  the  Federal  Government  should  take 
leadership  in  dealing  w^ith  the  impact  problems  and  the  energy  impact  on 
communities,  I  think  you  dealt  not  only  w^ith  the  question  I  v^as  prepared  to 
ask  but  the  questions  of  several  others  of  us.  Thank  you,  very  much,  Mr. 
President. 

COAL 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  your  January  energy  message,  you  spoke  of  the 
need  for  opening  250  major  new  mines,  coal  mines,  in  the  decade  betw^een  that 
time  and  1985.  The  area  mining  supervisors  of  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey 
Offices  in  Billings,  Denver,  Santa  Fe,  and  Salt  Lake  have  on  file  at  this  time 
over  40  mining  plans  involving  annual  production  exceeding  180  million  tons 
a  year. 

Federal  coal  is  involved  in  all  of  these  cases.  None  of  these  mines  are  proceed- 
ing at  this  time,  due  to  Federal  lav^s  or  the  lack  thereof.  Federal  agency  regula- 
tions or  the  lack  thereof,  or  court  interpretations  of  both  those  regulations  and 
statutes.  What  is  the  Federal  Government  going  to  do  or  v^hat  is  it  doing  to  get 
these  mines  in  operation  ? 

The  President.  I  can't  give  you  the  specifics.  We  v^ill  have  Frank  Zarb  on  the 
program  later,  and  Frank  is  the  head  of  the  FEA.  And  if  he  doesn't  know  the 
answ^er  right  nov^,  he  w^ill  have  it  w^hen  he  appears.  [Laughter'] 

But  if  I  could  add,  v^c  are  nov^  producing  about  600  million  tons  of  coal  in  the 
United  States  on  an  annual  basis.  Our  10-year  goal  by  1985  is  to  go  from  600 
miUion  tons  per  year  to  1,200  million  tons  per  year. 

This  will  still  not  deplete  us  in  coal  availability  for  200,  250,  maybe  300  years. 
So,  as  we  try  to  more  efficiently  use  coal  and  more  environmentally  use  coal  and 
as  we  try  to  make  our  country  less  vulnerable  to  foreign  oil  sources,  we  have  got 
to  get  either  Congressional,  administrative,  or  court  action  on  some  of  those 
problems  you  are  talking  about. 

WILDLIFE  PRESERVATION 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  generations  of  Americans  have  enjoyed  and  valued 
very  highly  a  priceless  wildlife  heritage.  In  the  future  conflicts  and  trade-offs 
between  energy  development  and  conservation  ethics,  what  priorities  do  you 
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and  does  your  Administration  plan  to  assign  to  the  preservation  of  our  wildlife 
heritage  ? 

The  President.  I  think  there  has  to  be  a  reasonable,  rational  balance.  I  think 
what  we  have  tried  to  do — I  submitted  either  late  last  fall  or  early  this  year  some 
new  proposals  for  wilderness  areas,  et  cetera,  that  would  have  expanded  and,  I 
think,  improved  the  preservation  of  some  of  these  areas  that  you  are  talking 
about. 

I  cannot,  however — and  I  don't  want  to  mislead  you — say  that  the  balance  is 
going  to  be  high  on  one  side  and  low  on  the  other,  because  our  country  also  needs 
a  healthy  economy.  And  as  we  move  down  the  road,  I  think  we  can  have  a 
responsible  balance.  And  I  think  we  have  made  great  progress  in  that  area. 

But  for  me  to  say  we  are  going  to  have  all  energy  on  the  one  hand  or  all  envi- 
ronment on  the  other,  that  isn't  calling  it  as  it  is.  It  has  got  to  be  a  balance,  and 
it  will  be  as  long  as  I  am  President  of  the  United  States. 

ISOLATIONISM 

[13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  have  already  indicated  that  your  Administration 
is  developing  policy  which  will  relate  our  abundant  food  energy  to  our  scarce 
petroleum  energy.  I  would  like  to  follow  up  on  that.  How  can  we  keep  Project 
Independence  from  giving  us  an  isolationist  stance  in  the  world  rather  than 
developing  good  and  cooperative  relations  in  the  world  trade  community  ? 

The  President.  The  answer,  I  think,  can  be  put  this  way:  The  major  con- 
suming nations  of  the  world — the  United  States,  Japan,  western  Europe— have 
been  working  for  the  last  9  months  through  the  IE  A  [International  Energy 
Agency],  which  we  sponsored,  and  that  organization  has  now  put  together  a 
group  of  consuming  nations  working  with  producing  nations,  not  only  on  oil. 

And  in  that  area,  we  are  working  on  "safety  net"  financial  arrangements.  We 
are  working  on  the  permission  of  us  to  give  to  those  countries,  and  they  to  us, 
the  benefits  of  research  in  energy,  and  we  are  working  together  on  conservation 
methods. 

What  I  am  saying  is  that  the  development  of  our  Project  Independence  permits 
us,  as  a  country,  to  work  in  closer  cooperation  with  the  consuming  nations,  the 
underdeveloped  nations  and,  in  effect,  gives  us  the  capability  of  projecting  a 
greater  international  responsibility  and  capability  rather  than  a  lesser  one. 

Therefore,  I  think  our  Project  Independence  helps  us  to  tie  our  country  closer 
with  other  consuming  nations  and  the  other  underdeveloped  nations. 

One  more. 
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U.S.  ARMED  FORCES 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  question  is  not  on  energy,  it  is  on  our  young  peo- 
ple. My  husband  just  retired  after  serving  22  years  in  the  Marine  Corps,  and  we 
now  Hve  in  Vail.  And  I  am  very  concerned  with  the  young  people's  attitudes 
towards  not  only  politics  but  making  the  military  a  career.  What  is  your  feeling  ? 

The  President.  I  think,  first,  the  attitude  of  young  people  today  toward  the 
military  should  be  affirmative.  After  all,  2,100,000  people  serve  in  the  Army, 
Navy,  Air  Force,  and  Marines.  They  are  the  bulwark  of  our  national  security. 

Fortunately,  we  have  been  able  to  increase  compensation,  improve  housing; 
we  have  improved  their  capability  through  weapons,  et  cetera,  to  more  ade- 
quately defend  our  national  interests. 

A  career  in  the  military  today,  in  my  judgment,  is  a  very  promising  one  with 
all  the  benefits  educationally,  et  cetera,  that  are  available.  I  think  it  is  regrettable 
if  the  situation  does  exist  that  young  people  today  don't  look  at  the  military  with 
admiration,  because  they  should. 

The  military  in  this  country,  during  my  lifetime,  has  made  America  safe — 
World  War  I,  World  War  II,  et  cetera.  And  we  should  be  graceful,  not  condemn 
the  people  in  the  Armed  Forces. 

Q.  It  has  happened  since  Vietnam. 

The  President.  But  let  me  add  this,  and  I  know  that  during  Vietnam  there 
was  a  great  revulsion  among  many  young  people — I  don't  say  all,  but  many.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  has  been  my  experience  in  the  last  year  to  visit  a  number  of 
prominent  college  campuses — Notre  Dame,  Tulane,  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, et  cetera — and  instead  of  Presidents  being  more  or  less  precluded  from 
visiting  college  campuses,  in  those  three  as  well  as  in  other  instances  there  was  a 
totally  different  attitude  which  I  think  is  wholesome,  and  I  have  a  lot  of  faith 
in  their  present  attitude  and  their  future  activities.  So,  I  am  an  optimist  rather 
than  a  pessimist. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:36  a.m.  at  the  Eagle's  Nest  Restaurant  with  business,  academic,  and  civic 
leaders  attending  the  symposium. 
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Statement  Announcing  a  Trip  by  Secretary  of  State  Kissinger 
to  the  Middle  East.     August  17,  1975 

I  HAVE  worked  many  hours  with  the  Secretary  of  State  analyzing  and  assessing 
the  situation  in  the  Middle  East,  and  I  have  now  directed  him  to  return  to  that 
region  in  an  effort  to  bring  the  discussions  to  a  successful  conclusion. 

I  am  hopeful  that  the  parties  will  successfully  conclude  an  interim  agreement 
which  not  only  would  be  in  the  best  interest  of  the  parties  involved  but  also  in 
the  best  interest  of  the  entire  Middle  East  region  and,  indeed,  of  the  whole  world. 

I  am  sure  all  Americans  join  me  in  wishing  the  Secretary  of  State  success  on  this 
critically  important  mission. 

note:   Secretary  Kissinger  left  Washington,  D.C.,       Syria,  Jordan,  and  Saudi  Arabia. 

August  20,   1975,  for  discussions  in  Israel,  Egypt,  The  statement  was  released  at  Vail,  Colo. 

490 

Remarks  at  the  Iowa  State  Fair  in  Des  Moines. 
August  18,  1975 

Than\  you  very,  very  much.  Governor  Bob  Ray,  Senator  John  Culver,  Repre- 
sentative Grassley  and  Representative  Smith,  Mayor  Olson,  Mr.  Kleve,  distin- 
guished guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

The  first  thing  that  I  would  like  to  do  is  to  ask  the  secretary  of  the  fair,  Ken 
Falk,  to  come  forward. 

First,  I'd  like  to  congratulate  Ken  for  the  fine  job  that  he  has  done  with  the 
arrangements  for  the  fair.  Since  I  don't  qualify  for  kid's  day,  free  admission,  I 
will  gladly  give  Ken  my  $2  to  pay  my  way  in.  [Laughter'] 

Mr.  Falk.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President.  You  are  a  great  sport,  and  you  are 
setting  a  fine  example  for  people  everywhere,  both  young  and  old.  Thank  you 
very  much. 

The  President.  Governor  Bob  Ray,  I  am  deeply  grateful  for  your  more  than 
kind  and  very  generous  introduction,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  I  will,  to  the 
very  utmost,  seek  to  live  up  to  the  high  principles  that  you  have  set  and  the  high 
principles  that  you  indicated.  I  thank  you  very,  very  much.  Bob. 

Let  me  reassure  you,  however,  that  I  will  make  these  remarks  very  short  and 
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very  much  to  the  point.  If  there  is  one  thing  Iowa  doesn't  need  in  August,  it  is 
more  hot  air.  [Laughter] 

Obviously,  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  be  in  low^a,  and  as  I  look  about  me — at  the 
industry,  the  creativity,  the  achievement,  the  good  v^ill,  the  good  sense,  and  the 
good  humor  of  all  w^ho  are  here  today — I  can't  help  but  think  that  in  lov^a, 
happiness  is  contagious.  You  catch  it  from  each  other. 

Flying  over  mile  after  mile  of  the  heartland  of  America  to  get  here  this  after- 
noon, I  couldn't  help  but  think  that  these  vast  farmlands  are  perhaps  our  Nation's 
greatest  asset.  The  farm  community,  the  men  and  w^omen  and  children  v^ho  are 
a  part  of  it,  are  prime  examples  of  the  resourcefulness  and  the  industry,  of  all 
that  is  good  in  this  great  land  of  ours. 

What  a  remarkable  achievement  it  is  that  less  than  5  percent  of  America's 
population  feeds  the  remaining  95  percent  of  us,  v^ith  enough  left  over  to 
significantly  supplement  the  food  needs  of  much  of  the  rest  of  the  w^orld.  I 
congratulate  each  of  you  w^ho  participate  in  this  miracle  of  abundance.  You 
should  be  very  proud,  as  wt  are  proud  of  you. 

I  think  it  is  amazing  that  in  our  Nation  today,  one  farmw^orker  provides  food 
for  himself  and  55  others.  Output  per  manhour  on  the  farm  has  nearly  tripled 
in  the  last  tv^o  decades. 

There  are  reasons — understandable  reasons — ^for  this.  One  is  the  high  capital 
investment  in  agriculture.  Another  is  hard  v^ork  by  the  men  on  the  farm.  And 
the  third  is  individual  initiative. 

American  farmers  have  moved  very  quickly  to  adopt  new^  techniques,  new 
machinery,  and  new  science  and  technology.  As  a  result,  capital  investment  in 
American  agriculture  has  reached  more  than  $98,000  per  worker —  the  highest 
in  the  world.  In  contrast,  capital  investment  in  manufacturing  in  our  country 
stands  at  $55,000  per  worker. 

The  results  are  here  to  see.  The  productive  genius  of  American  agriculture 
provides  a  showcase  filled  with  the  bounty  of  our  Nation's  farms. 

And  I  am  delighted — and  I  thank  you,  too — that  farmers  have  responded 
so  enthusiastically  to  the  demands  of  the  market  for  full  production.  Of  course, 
I  am  concerned  about  crop  losses  in  Iowa  due  to  the  dry  weather  the  last  several 
weeks.  But  the  general  abundance  of  the  crop  in  the  Middle  West  shows  that 
gains  can  be  made  from  a  policy  of  full  production. 

Be  assured — and  I  say  this  with  emphasis — that  this  Administration's  na- 
tional farm  policy  is  and  will  continue  to  be  one  of  full  production.  It  is  good 
for  everybody.  It  is  a  policy  of  fair  prices  and  darn  good  income  for  farmers 
through  commercial  sales  of  their  products  on  a  worldwide  basis. 
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It  is  a  policy  not  of  Government  handouts,  but  of  Government  hands  off. 
However — and  this  is  equally  important — let  me  assure  you  that  your  Govern- 
ment w^ill  be  involved  when  your  interests  are  at  stake. 

For  example,  charges  have  been  made  by  some  foreign  buyers  that  Amer- 
ican grain  shipments  on  occasion  have  been  of  lesser  quality  than  specified  by 
shippers  and  weights  have  been  under  what  they  should  be.  Unfortunately, 
some  of  these  charges  are  true,  but  our  farmers  are  not  at  fault.  And  just  as 
importantly,  I  will  not  permit  our  farmers'  integrity  to  be  jeopardized. 

I  can  assure  all  farmers  and  their  overseas  customers  that  we  will  move 
vigorously  to  clean  up  the  problem.  We  will  demonstrate  to  the  world  the 
vaUdity  of  America's  reputation  as  an  honest  and  dependable  supplier  of  high- 
quality  farm  products.  That's  the  kind  you  raise  in  Iowa.  That's  the  kind  we 
will  ship  from  our  ports. 

In  recent  weeks,  a  great  deal  of  interest  has  been  aroused  by  Soviet  purchases 
of  American  grain.  So  far — and  I  emphasize  "so  far" — these  purchases  total 
9.8  million  tons.  That's  about  382  million  bushels. 

As  you  all  know,  the  Agriculture  Department's  August  crop  forecast,  which 
was  announced  last  week,  calls  for  record  crops  of  corn  and  wheat  and  above- 
average  crops  of  other  grains.  Estimates  of  corn  and  wheat  harvest  were  down 
slightly  from  the  July  1  forecast  because  of  dry  weather.  But  we  still  expect  a 
record  crop.  We  are  grateful,  and  we  thank  you. 

Looking  ahead — and  I  use  these  words  advisedly — ^we  anticipate  further  pur- 
chases of  grain  by  the  Soviet  Union.  While  our  crops  look  good  and  we  expect 
a  record  harvest,  it  is  still  premature  to  confidently  predict  our  final  production. 

Accordingly,  as  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Butz  said,  we  have  asked  American 
exporters  to  temporarily — and  I  emphasize  "temporarily" — delay  further  sales 
to  the  Soviet  Union. 

Additional  sales  to  the  Soviet  Union  must  be  in  our  best  national  interest — in 
the  interest  of  all  Americans,  farmers  and  consumers  alike.  We  must  be  sure  that 
we  have  enough  grain  to  meet  our  needs  and  the  needs  of  our  traditional 
customers,  who  have  consistently  bought  from  us  throughout  the  past  several 
decades.  Year  in  and  year  out,  farm  incomes  are  dependent  on  a  pattern  of  ex- 
panding exports  to  long-term  customers. 

Let  me  emphasize  that  our  sales  of  grain  and  other  foodstuffs  to  the  rest  of  the 
world  is  one  of  the  brightest  areas  of  our  economy.  These  sales  ensure  a  firm, 
fair  price  for  your  hard  work  and  your  tremendous  investment.  These  sales 
create  jobs  on  the  farm  and  in  the  factories  of  manufacturers  and  suppliers.  They 
have  given  us  self-sufficiency  in  nutrition  that  is  the  envy  of  the  world. 
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Last  year,  U.S.  farm  exports  shipped  to  purchasing  nations  totaled  nearly  |22 
billion.  Since  we  imported  less  than  $10  billion  in  agricultural  products,  this 
means  we  received  approximately  $12  billion  net  earnings  from  farm  product 
trade  on  a  worldwide  basis.  I  think  this  is  a  green  harvest  we  all  understand. 
And  we  should  be  proud  of  it. 

Consider  for  a  moment  what  would  happen  if  that  $12  billion  of  positive 
foreign  exchange  were  all  of  a  sudden  erased  or  eliminated.  We  would  have  a 
huge  balance  of  payments  deficit,  our  dollar  would  be  weakened  in  foreign 
markets,  and  we  would  pay  higher  and  higher  prices  for  the  many  things  we 
import  every  day. 

In  short,  our  Nation's  farmers  not  only  raise  crops  but  our  standard  of  living 
as  well.  And  we  are  deeply  grateful  to  you  for  that  contribution  to  our  national 
welfare.  The  foodstuffs  that  you  produce  and  America  exports  are  a  dynamic 
contribution  to  a  stable  and  orderly  world. 

As  the  race  between  the  stork  on  the  one  hand  and  the  plow  accelerates, 
American  farm  exports  become  more  and  more  and  more  important.  By  the 
year  2000,  world  population  could  be  over  SYz  billion  people,  instead  of  the 
3,800  million  people  it  is  today. 

This  means  that  about  75  percent  more  people  need  to  be  fed— a  massive 
challenge  at  a  time  when  there  is  no  new  Western  Hemisphere  to  discover  nor 
any  more  virgin  Iowa  sod  to  plow. 

A  sound,  fully  productive  agriculture  is  a  very  key  element  of  this  Nation's 
quest  for  peace.  Let  me  emphasize  that.  Fully  productive  agriculture  is  a  key 
element  of  this  Nation's  quest  for  peace. 

The  American  farmer  has  become  a  vital  part  of  this  effort.  Our  agricultural 
abundance  helped  open  the  door  to  800  million  people  on  the  mainland  of 
China.  It  helped  to  improve  relations  with  the  Soviet  Union.  It  helped  to  build 
bridges  to  the  developing  world.  It  enabled  us  to  contribute  over  the  past  20 
years  about  $25  billion  worth  of  food  to  hungry  mouths  throughout  the  rest  of 
the  world. 

We  are  truly  a  fortunate  people,  and  the  American  farmer  stands  10  feet  tall 
in  his  contribution  to  this  Nation's  greatness. 

Man's  future  is  virtually  unlimited  if  approached  with  a  spirit  of  optimism 
and  openmindedness.  We  can  be  optimistic  because  of  the  strength  you  in  this 
great  Midwest  give  to  this  Nation  and  the  sustenance  that  you  give  to  die  world 
in  all  parts  of  the  globe.  All  Americans,  indeed  all  people,  are  in  your  debt.  I 
thank  you. 
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Before  I  leave  this  wonderful  audience — and  it  has  been,  and  I  thank  you  so 
much — I  have  a  very  pleasant  assignment  to  perform. 

I  have  asked  your  great  Governor  Bob  Ray  to  please  join  me  at  the  podium. 

Bob,  the  low^a  Development  Commission  has  been  very  successful  in  pro- 
moting exports  of  goods  manufactured  in  your  State.  They  have  been  so  good, 
in  fact,  that  the  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce  is  giving  its  "E"  award  to  the 
Commission.  The  award  is  given  for  outstanding  performance  in  promoting 
exports  from  the  United  States. 

I  want  to  present  it  to  you.  Bob,  on  behalf  of  the  Commission.  The  "E" 
award  has  been  well-earned.  Iowa  manufacturers  exported  slightly  over  $200 
million  of  goods  to  the  other  countries  in  1960.  By  1972,  this  had  been  more 
than  doubled  to  about  $575  million. 

In  just  2  years — 2  very  short  years — this  has  jumped  by  over  60  percent  to 
more  than  $1  billion  last  year.  Even  though  Iowa  ranks  25th  in  population,  this 
State  ranks  21st  in  the  exporting  of  manufactured  products.  And  when  you 
add  the  great  agricultural  products  or  exports  that  I  talked  about  earHer,  Iowa 
ranks  12th  out  of  50  States  in  the  Union.  That's  a  great  record  to  be  proud  of. 

I  congratulate  you.  Bob,  and  all  of  you  good  lowans  for  adding  so  much  to 
this  country's  favorable  balance  of  payments  and,  equally  important,  creating 
more,  many  more,  jobs  in  your  great  State. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:46  p.m.  at  the  Iowa  ferred  to  Jean  M.  Kleve,  president  of  the  Iowa  State 
State  Fairgrounds.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  re-       Fair  Board. 
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Remarks  at  a  Republican  Party  Fundraising  Reception  in 
Des  Moines.     August  18,  1975 

Thanks  you  very  much,  Bob  Ray.  Chuck,  Grassley,  Mary  Louise  Smith,  John 
McDonald,  Margaret  McDonald — these  Scotsmen  seem  to  predominate  around 
here — Bill  Goodrich,  Tom  Stoner,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen — 
and  I  have  to  add  a  postscript — your  new  Miss  Iowa  is  a  most  attractive  young 
lady: 

Well,  it  is  nice  to  be  here  on  this  occasion,  but  I  must  say,  it  has  been  a 
wonderful  opportunity  to  come  back  to  Des  Moines.  I  have  a  great  fondness 
for  the  people  here,  people  in  Iowa,  and  I  thank  you  not  only  for  the  warm 
reception  at  the  State  fair  this  afternoon  but  for  the  great  reception  here  tonight. 
I  want  you  to  know  I  appreciate  it. 
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You  know,  I  have  been  looking  forward  to  this  evening  and  particularly 
the  entertainment  part  of  the  program  that  follows  this  speech.  I  understand 
that  Governor  Bob  Ray  and  Attorney  General  Dick  Turner  are  going  to  sing  a 
duet  together.  It  will  be  their  favorite  song,  "Come  Josephine  In  My  Flying 
Machine."  [Laughter] 

But  I  am  really  so  encouraged  to  be  here  tonight  to  enjoy  your  wonderful 
hospitality  and  especially  ask  for  your  help  next  year  in  making  it  a  banner 
year  for  the  RepubHcan  Party  in  Iowa,  as  well  as  across  the  country. 

Without  question,  1976  offers  a  great,  great  opportunity  for  the  Republican 
Party  to  prove  once  and  for  all  to  the  skeptics  that  it  has  the  strength  to  survive 
setbacks,  the  resolution  to  rouse  the  Nation's  greatness,  and  the  will  to  win 
elections.  We  can  do  it,  and  we're  going  to  do  it. 

I  think  it  is  obvious  to  all  of  you  the  fondness  that  I  have  for  Bob  Ray,  who 
is  nearly  a  year  into  his  fourth  term  and  who  is  also  serving  with  great  distinc- 
tion as  the  chairman  of  the  National  Governors'  Conference.  He  has  done  a 
magnificent,  a  superior  job  of  putting  across  what  I  think  is  the  most  important 
thing — the  commonsense  philosophy  of  the  Republican  Party — and  making  it 
work  here  in  your  great  State  of  Iowa. 

His  successful  administration — not  one,  but  several — ^is  a  testament  to  the 
effectiveness  of  both  his  leadership  and  the  sound  Republican  approach  he  has 
brought  to  government  here  in  your  State. 

And  I  must  say  I  thank  you  very,  very  deeply  for  giving  us  Mary  Louise  Smith, 
who  is  doing  an  outstanding  job  as  Republican  National  Chairman.  As  you 
know,  the  Iowa  State  slogan  is  "Iowa  is  a  place  to  grow."  Mary  Louise  has 
definitely  applied  this  philosophy,  this  thinking  to  the  RepubHcan  Party  na- 
tionally, and  we  are  seeing  some  results.  And  I  thank  you  and  congratulate  you, 
Mary  Louise. 

And  in  Chuck  Grassley,  you  have  a  fine  new  younger  Member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  He  may  be  outnumbered — what  is  it,  5  to  1,  Chuck? 
[Laughter]  Not  always,  because  votes  do  count  in  the  House,  but  when  you 
put  it  on  another  scale,  I'd  rather  have  quality  than  quantity. 

Chuck  has  impressed  me  as  well  as  his  colleagues  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  after  spending  25  years  in  the  House,  I  have  a  feel  for  the  kind 
of  people  that  will  grow  and  become  more  and  more  effective.  And  it  would 
be  my  judgment  thatChuck  fits  that  pattern.  He  started  well,  he  will  do  better 
and  better  every  year.  Just  give  him  some  help  here  in  Iowa.  We  could  use 
those  votes,  too. 
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I  visited  every  State  in  the  Union  in  the  last  10  years  since  I  became  first  the 
minority  leader  of  the  House  and  then  Vice  President  and  nov^  President,  so 
I  know  State  organizations,  I  knov^  the  kind  of  people  that  back  State  orga- 
nizations. And  I  think  here  in  Iowa  you  have  a  good  State  organization.  And 
I  wish  to  congratulate  those  who  have  been  giving  you  the  leadership  and 
those  who  will  now  take  over  and  continue  that  leadership.  You  are  fortunate 
in  Iowa,  and  I  congratulate  you,  John,  and  those  who  have  worked  with  you, 
Charlie. 

Now,  if  we  are  to  capitalize  on  the  opportunities  ahead  of  us,  we  must,  in  my 
judgment,  reach  out  to  that  great,  great  American  majority  that  does  the 
Nation's  work,  pays  the  Nation's  bills,  provides  for  the  Nation's  defense,  and 
obeys  the  Nation's  laws.  That  is  the  group  that  we  believe  ought  to  be  in  the 
Republican  Party. 

You  know,  no  matter  the  color  of  their  skin,  the  religion  they  profess,  the 
politics  they  vote,  these  solid,  solid  Americans  who  make  up  this  vast  Midwest 
heartland  of  the  Republican  Party's  natural  constituency— I  could  feel  that 
out  there  at  the  State  fair  today— they  are  the  people  to  whom  we  must  tell  our 
story  over  and  over  and  over  again,  this  year  and  next  year. 

Once  again  in  our  party's  history,  our  principles  and  our  goals  match  the 
beliefs  and,  I  happen  to  think,  the  aspirations  of  a  majority  of  the  American 
people. 

Republicans  have  always  believed  that  too  much  government  spending  has 
been  the  primary  cause  of  inflation,  and  I  have  a  feeling,  as  I  travel  around  the 
country,  that  on  a  daily  basis  more  and  more  Americans  agree  with  that 
principle. 

Aren't  we  fortunate  that  these  people  who  are  getting  this  new  approach, 
this  new  attitude,  look  to  the  Republican  Party  as  their  only  hope.  That  is  one 
reason  I  have  been  vetoing  some  of  the  bills  that  compel  excessive  Federal 
spending. 

And  quite  frankly,  I'll  keep  on  doing  it  as  long  as  the  Congress  keeps  send- 
ing down  to  the  White  House  these  "budget-busters"  to  me.  But  let  me  put  it 
this  way:  They  stop,  I  stop.  It  is  just  as  simple  as  that.  [Laughter] 

Our  Republicans,  as  you  know,  have  always  believed  in  a  strong,  effective, 
ready,  national  defense  program.  Today,  most  Americans  are  convinced  that 
a  strong  defense  is  the  best  guarantee  of  peace  in  the  world,  and  I  will  do  every- 
thing in  my  personal  power  to  see  that  Congress  appropriates  sufficient  funds 
to  make  sure  that  the  United  States,  our  country,  always  has  a  miUtary  capability 
second  to  none. 
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Republicans  have  always  believed  that  personal  initiative  and  private  enter- 
prise— ^not  a  meddling,  musclebound  Government,  a  Federal  Government— are 
v^hat  made  this  Nation  great. 

Today,  more  and  more  Americans,  as  I  see  people  from  the  50  States,  are 
reaffirming  that  viev^.  They  w^ant  personal  initiative  and  private  enterprise  to 
be  rewarded.  Hard  work  and  diligence  are  the  foundation  in  many  respects 
in  any  endeavor  that  we  undertake.  Frankly,  that  is  one  reason  why  I  am  trying 
to  free  American  business  from  the  shackles  of  government  overregulation, 
why  we,  on  a  daily  basis,  in  the  White  House  are  seeking  to  free  the  individual 
citizen  from  the  pressures  of  a  faceless  bureaucracy,  insensitive  to  personal  dif- 
ferences and  personal  desires.  I  think  Republicans  have  always  believed  that 
local  control  over  local  problems  is  better  than  turning  to  Washington  for  every 
single  solitary  solution. 

Today,  after  nearly  40  years  of  seeing  reruns  of  "Washington  Knows  Best," 
in  the  halls  of  the  Congress  and  elsewhere,  the  American  people  are  ready  for 
a  fresh  start.  And  we  are  going  to  give  it  to  them. 

That  is  why  I  have  proposed  what  we  call  a  new  agenda  for  America's  fu- 
ture. And  I  ask  the  American  people  through  what  we  hope  to  do  in  a  series  of 
community  meetings  around  the  country,  I  ask  the  American  people  to  help 
me  write  that  new  agenda. 

There  is  a  message  I  think  we  have  to  get  across  to  our  fellow  citizens,  a 
message  that  says  loud,  that  says  clearly,  "Republican  government  is  common- 
sense  government;  it  is  the  most  effective  government."  A  message  that  says, 
"Republicans  stand  for  and  work  for  the  very  same  things  that  the  majority  of 
Americans  believe  in."  And  finally,  a  message  that  says,  "We  can  win  the  elec- 
tions of  1976  from  the  courthouse  right  here  in  Des  Moines  to  the  White  House 
in  Washington.  Let's  do  it!" 

If  we  broaden  our  party,  bringing  in  to  join  us  those  who  have  a  philosophical 
agreement  with  us — and  I  think  we  must— opening  our  door  wide  to  all  Amer- 
icans rather  than  opening  it  just  a  crack  for  a  few,  if  we  work  together  for  a 
common  victory,  as  we  must,  rather  than  working  against  each  other  for  sure 
defeat,  I  am  convinced  that  1976  can  be  a  great  election  year  for  all  of  us. 

Together,  you  know,  there  is  so  much  that  we  can  do  for  our  party,  for  the 
American  people,  but  primarily  for  our  country.  Let's  get  to  work.  Let's  get  it 
done.  Let's  make  sure  1976  is  a  banner  year.  And  let's  make  sure,  let's  make 
certain  that  that  banner  says,  "Republican." 

Thank  you  very  much. 
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note:   The  President  spoke  at  7:14  p.m.   in  the  McDonald,  cochairman,  Iowa  Republican  State  Cen- 

Grand  Ballroom  at  the  Hotel  Fort  Des  Moines.  In  tral  Committee;  and  Bill  Goodrich,  chairman,  Iowa 

his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  John  McDonald,  Republican  State  Finance  Committee, 
chairman,  Tom  Stoner,  chairman-elect,  and  Margaret 
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Address  in  Minneapolis  Before  the  Annual  Convention 

of  the  American  Legion.     August  19,  1975 

Than\  you  very,  very  muchy  Commander  Jim  Wagonseller.  Governor  Ander- 
son, Senator  Humphrey,  Congressman  Quie,  Congressman  Hagedorn,  Mrs. 
Kubby,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

As  a  fellow  Legionnaire  of  30  years  and  as  a  member  of  the  Furniture  City 
Post  Number  258,  I  am  proud  to  be  here  with  all  of  you  as  a  fellow  Legion- 
naire. I  am  proud  of  the  organization,  locally,  nationally,  and  otherwise. 

I  strongly  commend  the  American  Legion  for  its  constant  patriotism  in 
peace  as  well  as  in  war.  This  great  organization  has  given  life  and  meaning  to 
our  motto,  "For  God  and  Country."  As  President,  I  salute  you  and  say  for  all 
Americans:  Hang  in  there! 

I  am  very,  very  happy  to  have  this  opportunity  to  talk  with  my  fellow 
Legionnaires  about  two  things  which  the  American  Legion  has  always  held 
dear :  freedom  and  peace,  for  our  country  and  for  the  world. 

Freedom  always  comes  first.  Let  there  be  no  doubt  about  that.  Patrick  Henry 
answered  that  question  for  all  of  us  some  200  years  ago.  The  Marines,  the  sea- 
men, and  the  airmen  who  rescued  the  Mayaguez  gave  the  same  clear  answer 
which  was  heard  'round  the  world.  All  Americans  are  terribly  proud  of  their 
success. 

But  in  today's  world  of  technological  terror,  with  weapons  of  awesome 
sophistication  and  destructiveness,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  freedom  as  we 
know  it  could  survive  another  all-out  war.  It  is  even  questionable  whether  a 
free  society  such  as  ours  could  survive  an  all-out,  unrestricted  arms  race. 

We  are,  therefore,  confronted  with  this  dilemma  that  has  faced  the  American 
people  and  their  Government  since  the  postwar  administrations  of  Presidents 
Truman  and  Eisenhower.  The  question  is  this:  How  do  we  preserve,  protect,  and 
defend  our  freedom  and  that  of  our  allies  ?  How  do  we  advance  the  cause  of 
freedom  worldwide  ?  And  how  do  we,  at  the  same  time,  preserve  the  general 
peace  and  create  conditions  that  reduce  the  chances  of  war  ?  How  do  we  control 
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the  tremendous  cost  of  maintaining  the  capabiHties  required  for  a  potential 
major  war  ? 

These  are  exceedingly  difficult  questions  to  answer.  At  times,  we  have  come 
perilously  close  to  a  major  military  confrontation.  We  have  suffered  some  serious 
setbacks.  And  we  are  still  unable  to  resolve  some  dangerous  conflicts  festering 
on  nearly  every  continent  in  the  world. 

But  we  have  prevented  world  war  III.  We  have  preserved  civilization.  Few 
who  remember  the  immediate  postwar  period  after  World  War  II  would  say 
that  the  world  is  not  calmer  and  better  off  today  than  it  was. 

The  free  world,  as  we  define  it,  is  essentially  intact  after  30  years  of  uneasy 
peace  between  the  super  powers,  instability  in  former  colonial  areas,  and  sporadic 
outbreaks  of  local  and  regional  violence.  And  three  decades  of  imperfect  peace 
have  permitted  unprecedented  gains  in  productivity  and  economic  progress  for 
much  of  mankind,  including  the  United  States. 

Some  fundamental  lessons  were  learned  in  this  period.  They  must  not  be 
forgotten. 

First,  the  military  might,  the  material  strength,  and  moral  purpose  of  the 
United  States  were  absolutely  essential  to  achieve  the  present  level  of  inter- 
national stability.  They  remain  absolutely  essential.  We  are  still  the  principal 
defender  of  freedom  throughout  the  world. 

Second,  our  enormous  defense  capability  and  its  economic  base  have  been 
reinforced  by  the  growing  resources  of  our  allies  in  Europe  and  in  the  Pacific 
and  by  the  increasing  interdependence  of  industrial  democracies  in  both  military 
and  economic  areas.  They  must  continue. 

Third,  the  policies  of  five  American  Presidents  before  me  for  strong  national 
defense,  for  reduction  of  East- West  tension  and  the  threat  of  thermonuclear  war, 
and  for  the  bolstering  of  our  essential  allies,  have  had  the  unswerving  and  non- 
partisan support  of  the  Congress  and  the  American  people.  I  will  continue  to 
seek  that  support.  But  today  I  ask  you,  my  fellow  Legionnaires,  to  help  me 
achieve  that  objective,  and  I  know  that  I  can  count  on  your  support. 

We  share  a  very  deep  concern  over  the  cracks  now  appearing  in  the  founda- 
tions of  essential  national  unity  on  defense  and  foreign  poHcy. 

Without  a  clear  consensus  among  214  million  Americans,  the  role  of  the  United 
States  as  the  champion  of  freedom  and  peace  throughout  the  world  would  be 
crippled— crippled  very  seriously,  if  not  fatally.  The  ability  of  a  President  to 
carry  out  his  constitutional  duties  would  be  dangerously  diminished.  The 
temptation  to  potential  adversaries  to  take  advantage  of  any  apparent  weakness. 
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disunity,  and  indecision  could  become  irresistible.  With  your  support  and  that 
of  other  Americans,  my  Administration  will  give  them  no  such  temptation. 

George  Washington,  our  first  President,  said  the  best  way  to  preserve  peace  is 
to  be  prepared  for  war.  In  one  way  or  another,  each  of  President  Washington's 
successors  has  repeated  that  truth.  Unfortunately,  we  have  historically  ignored  it. 
We  have  abruptly  demobilized  after  every  war,  and  the  next  generation— the 
next  generation  of  Americans — paid  very  dearly  for  this  folly.  I  see  some  danger 
signs  of  our  doing  it  again,  with  the  stakes  infinitely  higher  than  ever  before. 

That  is  why  I  say  to  you,  I  am  determined  to  resist  unilateral  disarmament.  I 
am  equally  committed  to  keeping  America's  defenses  second  to  none. 

Now  that  Americans  are  no  longer  fighting  on  any  front,  there  are  many 
sincere  but,  in  my  judgment,  shortsighted  Americans  who  believe  that  the 
billions  for  defense  could  be  better  spent  for  social  programs  to  help  the  poor 
and  disadvantaged. 

But  I  am  convinced  that  adequate  spending  for  national  defense  is  an  insurance 
policy,  an  insurance  policy  for  peace  we  cannot  afford  to  be  without.  It  is  most 
valuable  if  we  never  need  to  use  it.  But  without  it,  we  could  be  wiped  out. 

Certainly  the  most  important  social  obUgation  of  government  is  to  guarantee 
all  citizens,  including  the  disadvantaged,  sufficient  protection  of  their  lives  and 
freedoms  against  outside  attack.  Today,  that  protection  is  our  principal  hope  of 
peace.  What  expense  item  in  our  Federal  budget  is  more  essential  ? 

This  is  one  place  where  second  best  is  worth  nothing.  The  proportion  of  Fed- 
eral spending  for  national  security  and  the  proportion  of  our  gross  national 
product  going  for  defense  requirements  have  declined  in  recent  years.  The  dollar 
figures  in  the  Federal  budget  go  up,  but  simply  because  of  inflation.  But  the 
weapons  we  can  purchase  and  the  personnel  we  can  afford  have  declined. 

During  the  Vietnam  war,  defense  spending  concentrated — and  properly  so — 
on  current  combat  requirements,  shortchanging  our  long-range  research  and 
development  efJorts.  If  our  technological  lead  is  not  rapidly  recovered,  this 
could  be  fatal  to  our  quahtative  superiority  in  the  future.  Scientific  progress  in 
the  Pentagon  must  be  an  equal  partner  with  the  best  in  personnel  and  the  best 
in  weapons  in  maintaining  peace  and  deterring  war. 

Our  potential  adversaries  are  certainly  not  reducing  the  levels  of  their  military 
power.  The  United  States,  as  a  result,  must  be  alert  and  strong,  and  it  will  be. 
The  defense  budget  which  I  submitted  for  fiscal  year  1976  represents,  under  these 
circumstances,  the  bare  minimum  required  for  our  national  security.  I  will 
vigorously  resist  all  major  cuts  in  every  way  I  can,  and  I  hope  I  have  your  help. 

For  the  next  fiscal  year — 1977—1  honestly  and  sincerely  hope  to  hold  down  our 
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spending  on  nuclear  forces.  This  tentative  judgment  is  conditioned  on  real 
progress  in  SALT  II.  But  the  Congress  and  the  American  people  must  reaHze 
that,  unless  agreement  is  achieved,  I  will  have  no  choice  but  to  recommend  to 
the  Congress  an  additional  $2  billion  to  $3  billion  for  strategic  weapons  programs 
in  current  and  coming  fiscal  years. 

In  recent  weeks,  there  has  been  a  great  deal  said  about  the  subject  of  detente. 
Today,  let  me  tell  you  what  I  personally  think  about  detente. 

First  of  all,  the  word  itself  is  confusing.  Its  meaning  is  not  clear  to  everybody. 
French  is  a  beautiful  language,  the  classic  language  of  diplomacy.  But  I  wish 
there  were  one  simple  English  word  to  substitute  for  detente.  Unfortunately, 
there  isn't. 

Relations  between  the  world's  two  strongest  nuclear  powers  can't  be 
summed  up  in  a  catchphrase.  Detente  literally  means  "easing"  or  "relaxing," 
but  definitely  not— and  I  emphasize  "not"— the  relaxing  of  diligence  or  easing 
of  effort.  Rather,  it  means  movement  away  from  the  constant  crisis  and  danger- 
ous confrontations  that  have  characterized  relations  with  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  process  of  detente — and  it  is  a  process — looks  toward  a  saner  and  safer 
relationship  between  us  and  the  Soviet  Union.  It  represents  our  best  efforts  to 
cool  the  cold  war,  which  on  occasion  became  much  too  hot  for  comfort. 

To  me,  detente  means  a  fervent  desire  for  peace — but  not  peace  at  any  price. 
It  means  the  preservation  of  fundamental  American  principles — ^not  their  sac- 
rifice. It  means  maintaining  the  strength  to  command  respect  from  our  ad- 
versaries and  provide  leadership  to  our  friends — ^not  letting  down  our  guard 
or  dismantling  our  defenses  or  neglecting  our  allies.  It  means  peaceful  rivalry 
between  political  and  economic  systems — not  the  curbing  of  our  competitive 
efforts. 

Since  the  American  system  depends  on  freedom,  we  are  confident  that  our 
philosophy  will  prevail.  Freedom  is  still  the  wave  of  the  future.  Detente  means 
moderate  and  restrained  behavior  between  two  super  powers — ^not  a  license  to 
fish  in  troubled  waters.  It  means  mutual  respect  and  reciprocity — not  unilateral 
concessions  or  one-sided  agreements. 

With  this  attitude,  I  shall  work  with  determination  for  a  relaxation  of 
tensions.  The  United  States  has  nothing  to  fear  from  progress  toward  peace. 

Although  we  have  still  a  long  way  to  go,  we  have  made  some  progress:  a 
defusing  of  the  Berlin  timebomb,  the  ABM  treaty,  the  first  SALT  agreements 
and  progress  on  SALT  11,  the  start  of  mutual  and  balanced  force  reductions 
in  Europe,  and  other  arms  control  agreements  regarding  space,  the  seabeds, 
and  germ  warfare. 
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We  have  established  the  basis  for  progress  toward  detente  and  cooperation  in 
Europe  as  a  result  of  the,  summit  meeting  of  some  35  nations  in  Helsinki.  But 
the  principles  we  adopted  there  now  must  be  put  into  practice — ^principles,  I 
should  say,  will  be  put  into  practice.  We  cannot  raise  the  hopes  of  our  people 
and  shatter  them  by  unkept  promises. 

We  are  now  carefully  watching  some  serious  situations  for  indications  of  the 
Soviet  attitude  toward  detente  and  cooperation  in  European  security.  The  situa- 
tion in  Portugal  is  one  of  them.  We  are  deeply  concerned  about  the  future  of 
freedom  in  Portugal,  as  we  have  always  been  concerned  about  the  future  of 
people  throughout  the  world. 

The  reality  of  the  Portuguese  situation  is  apparent  to  all.  The  wishes  of  a 
moderate  majority  have  been  subverted  by  forces  more  determined  than  rep- 
resentative. We  are  hopeful  that  the  sheer  weight  of  numbers — the  80  percent 
of  the  Portuguese  people  who  support  the  democratic  process— will  prevail  in 
this  conflict  of  ideologies.  But  they  must  find  the  solution  in  an  atmosphere 
that  is  free  from  the  pressures  of  outside  forces. 

So  far,  my  meetings  with  General  Secretary  Brezhnev  in  Vladivostok  and 
Helsinki  have  been  constructive  and  helpful.  Future  success  will,  of  course, 
depend  on  concrete  developments. 

Peace  is  the  primary  objective  of  the  foreign  and  defense  poUcies  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  easy  to  be  a  cold  warrior  in  peacetime.  But  it  would  be 
irresponsible  for  a  President  to  engage  in  confrontation  when  consultation 
would  advance  the  cause  of  peace. 

So,  I  say  to  you — as  I  said  to  Mr.  Brezhnev  and  the  leaders  of  other  European 
nations  and  Canada  in  Helsinki — peace  is  crucial,  but  freedom  must  come  first. 

Those  who  proclaimed  American  independence  almost  200  years  ago  asserted 
not  merely  that  all  Americans  should  enjoy  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness,  but  that  all  men  everywhere  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with 
such  inalienable  rights. 

I  told  the  leaders  of  Europe  that  these  principles,  though  still  being  per- 
fected, remain  the  guiding  lights  of  American  poUcy,  that  the  American  people 
are  still  dedicated  to  the  universal  advancement  of  individual  rights  and  human 
freedom  implicit  in  the  Helsinki  declaration. 

It  gave  me  great  pride,  as  the  spokesman  of  the  United  States  at  Helsinki, 
to  say  to  both  East  and  West:  My  country  and  its  principles  of  freedom  have 
given  hope  to  millions  in  Europe  and  on  every  continent,  and  still  does. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  emphasized  that  we  are  tired  of  having  our  hopes  raised 
and  then  shattered  by  empty  words  and  unkept  promises. 
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I  reminded  all  there  in  Helsinki  diat  detente  must  be  a  two-way  street,  because 
tensions  cannot  be  eased  with  safety  and  security  by  one  side  alone. 

Through  detente,  I  hope  that  we  are  on  a  two-way  street  with  the  Soviet 
Union.  But  until  I  am  certain  of  real  progress,  I  must  reserve  final  judgments 
about  the  defense  budget  and  particularly  our  plans  for  strategic  nuclear  forces. 
We  will,  therefore,  continue  to  seek  meaningful  arms  agreements.  But  this 
will  be  possible  only  with  sufficient  and  credible  strength  of  our  own  and  in 
concert  with  our  aUies.  Moreover,  any  agreements  we  reach  must  be  verifiable  for 
our  security.  To  put  it  very  practically,  that  is,  we  must  possess  the  means  of  mak- 
ing sure  that  they  are  being  honored.  The  time  has  not  yet  come  when  we  can 
entrust  our  hopes  for  peace  to  a  piece  of  paper. 

Thus,  another  essential  element  of  any  real  arms  limitation,  whether  of 
strategic  systems  or  conventional  forces,  is  our  own  intelligence  capai)ility. 
Sweeping  attacks,  overgenerahzation  against  our  intelligence  activities  jeopardize 
vital  functions  necessary  to  our  national  security.  Today's  sensations  must  not 
be  the  prelude  to  tomorrow's  Pearl  Harbor. 

I  certainly  do  not  condone  improper  activities  or  violations  of  the  constitutional 
rights  of  Americans  by  any  personnel  or  any  agency  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. On  the  basis  of  the  comprehensive  studies  of  our  intelligence  agencies  by 
the  Rockefeller  Commission  and  by  the  Murphy  Commission  on  the  conduct 
of  foreign  policy,^  I  will  take  administrative  action  and  recommend  legislation  to 
the  Congress  for  whatever  must  be  done  to  prevent  future  abuses. 

Intelligence  in  today's  world  is  absolutely  essential  to  our  national  security- 
even  our  survival.  It  may  be  even  more  important  in  peace  than  in  war.  Any 
reckless  Congressional  action  to  cripple  the  effectiveness  of  our  intelligence 
services  in  legitimate  operations  would  be  catastrophic.  Our  potential  adversaries 
and  even  some  of  our  best  friends  operate  in  all  intelligence  fields  with  secrecy, 
with  skill,  and  with  substantial  resources.  I  know  and  I  know  you  know  that 
what  we  need  is  an  American  intelligence  capacity  second  to  none. 

Finally— and  this  relates  both  to  our  vital  intelligence  installations  and  to  the 
imperative  need  to  strengthen  key  alliances  such  as  NATO— let  us  now  consider 
our  relations  with  our  friend  and  ally  of  many  years,  Turkey.  How  do  you 
explain  to  a  friend  and  an  ally  why  arms  previously  ordered  and  paid  for  are  not 
being  delivered?  How  do  you  explain  to  your  other  allies  the  potential  damage 
that  this  may  cause  to  our  NATO  alliance  ?  How  do  you  justify  to  the  American 


^  The  Commission  on  the  Organization  of  the  Government  for  the  Conduct  of  Foreign  Policy,  chaired 
by  former  Ambassador  Robert  Murphy. 
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people  the  loss  of  strategic  intelligence  data,  with  its  attendant  effect  on  our 
national  security  that  this  action  has  caused  ? 

I  don't  know,  because  I  am  at  a  loss  to  explain  it  myself.  As  a  man  of  the 
Congress,  and  proudly  so  for  25  years,  the  last  thing  I  seek  is  confrontation  with 
my  friends,  my  former  colleagues  on  Capitol  Hill,  both  Democrats  and 
RepubUcans. 

Obviously,  I  am  troubled  that  the  House  of  Representatives  has  refused  to 
permit  the  shipment  of  arms  to  Turkey.  But  I  respect  the  sincerity  and  the 
motives  of  those  who  support  this  position.  However,  I  know  when  the  bottom 
line  of  any  issue  is  the  ultimate  security  of  the  United  States — which  it  is  in  this 
case — the  Congress  and  the  President  always  found  a  way  to  close  ranks  and  to 
act  as  one. 

This  does  not  mean  that  one  side  or  the  other  capitulates  blindly.  Let  us  put 
this  issue  on  the  table  and  once  again  debate  it,  not  in  a  climate  of  fire  and  fury, 
but  in  a  reasoned  approach  based  on  what  is  right  and  what  is  best  for  America. 

I  am  convinced  from  my  personal  talks  last  month  with  the  leaders  of  Greece 
and  Turkey  and  Cyprus  that  their  differences  can  be  settled  peacefully. 

We  can  help — the  Congress,  the  President,  and  the  American  people.  We  can 
help  cool  the  passions  that  caused  so  much  heartbreak  in  the  Mediterranean. 

The  American  political  system  is  one  of  checks  and  balances.  But  it  works 
best  when  the  checks  do  not  become  roadblocks.  As  President,  I  need  the  coopera- 
tion and  the  full  support  of  the  Congress,  which  I  know  is  as  concerned  as  I  am 
about  our  Nation's  security. 

Just  as  important,  your  representatives  in  the  Congress  need  to  know  where 
you  stand.  They  have  to  realize  that  you  place  America's  security  above  personal 
and  political  considerations. 

This  morning  I  am  deeply  honored  to  have  had  this  great  opportunity  to  meet 
with  you  here  in  the  heartland  of  America  and  to  share  some  of  my  deep  concerns 
and  some  of  my  personal  thoughts  on  the  future  of  our  Nation. 

But  talk  is  only  the  starting  point.  And  so  I  ask  each  of  you,  as  well  as  this  great 
organization,  to  join  with  me  in  the  commitment  that  I  have  made  for  the  rein- 
forcement of  lasting  peace  and  the  enlargement  of  human  freedom.  I  ask  this 
not  only  for  ourselves  but  for  our  posterity  and  for  all  peoples  who  pray  that  the 
torch  of  liberty  will  continue  to  burn  bright. 

God  helping  us,  freedom  and  peace  will  both  prevail. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:34  a.m.  in  the  tional  commander  of  the  American  Legion,  and  Mrs. 
Minneapolis  Convention  Center.  In  his  opening  re-  Maurice  Kubby,  president  of  the  American  Legion 
marks,  he  referred  to  James  M.  Wagonseller,  na-      Women's  Auxiliary. 
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Remarks  at  a  Republican  Party  Leadership  Rally  in  Minneapolis. 
August  19,  1975 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Chuc\.  My  good  friends,  Al  Quie,  Bill  Frenzel, 
Tom  Hagedorn,  and  Mrs.  Ring,  and  all  of  you  great  Republicans: 

It  is  a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  for  me  to  be  here.  You  know,  it  brings  back 
a  good  memory  I  have,  going  back  to  1932 — my  first  visit  to  Minnesota. 
\Laughter\  I  came  up  here  with  the  University  of  Michigan  football  team  and 
played  against  some  of  those  great  football  players  you  turn  out  up  here. 

I  was  a  sophomore.  It  was  five  below  zero,  and  that  stadium  was  very  cold.  I 
wasn't  good  enough  to  play  very  much,  so  I  sat  on  the  bench  most  of  the  time.  I 
won't  tell  you  the  score,  but  2  years  later  you  made  up  for  it  and  beat  the  devil 
out  of  us.  \Laughter\ 

Well,  I  think  you  know  every  visit  I  have  ever  made  to  Minnesota  has  been 
memorable,  and  it  is  without  exceptions. 

As  I  was  getting  off  the  plane  at  the  Twin  Cities  International  Airport  last 
night,  an  amazing  thing  happened  to  me.  Somebody  asked  me  how  to  get  to 
the  State  capital  in  St.  Paul.  What  made  it  so  amazing— it  was  Governor 
Anderson.  \Laughter\ 

Obviously,  I  am  pleased  to  be  with  such  a  tremendous  gathering  of  Repub- 
licans here  in  the  great  State  of  Minnesota.  And  I  understand  from  Chuck  and 
the  others  that  you  have  earned  your  way  here  in  a  tremendous  effort  in  raising 
money  for  the  party  in  your  local  communities. 

I  know,  from  my  long,  practical  experience  in  trying  to  get  reelected  to  the 
Congress,  the  heart  and  the  soul  of  the  Republican  Party  depends  upon  what 
all  of  you  do  in  your  local  communities.  So,  I  thank  you.  I  just  hope  you  don't 
have  to  give  two-thirds  of  that  money  to  the  DFL  [Democrat-Farmer-Labor 
Party  of  Minnesota]  as  well.  [Laughter] 

But  even  more  importantly,  your  individual  achievements  and  accomplish- 
ments must  give  you  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction,  because  you  know  what  you 
have  done  will  have  an  impact  on  the  party  locally,  statewide,  and  nationally. 

It  has  been  my  experience  that  there  is  a  rising  tide  of  enthusiasm  and  a 
great  deal  of  optimism  as  far  as  the  party's  election  prospects  in  November  of 
1976. 

Frankly,  as  I  travel  around  the  country,  I  like  what  I  see,  and  I  am  glad  to 
see  this  same  spirit  here  in  Minnesota  today.  You've  got  a  great  chairman  in 
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Chuck  Slocum.  I  talked  to  Chuck,  as  he  indicated,  after  he  was  selected,  and 
it  is  wonderful  to  meet  him  here  today.  He  is  a  young  man  with  energy,  talent, 
plenty  of  talent  to  spare,  and  no  time  to  waste.  I  know  he  will  do  as  fine  a  job 
and  good  a  job  as  Bob  Brown  did  before  him. 

Now,  if  I  could  tick  off  what  I  think  about  these  three  gentlemen  in  the 
back  here — [laughter] — I'm  only  going  to  tell  you  the  good  things  I  know 
about  them.  [Laughter] 

Of  course,  Al  Quie  has  been  one  of  my  long-time  and  dearest  friends  in  the 
Congress,  and  he  is  a  great  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  Bill 
Frenzel,  a  fine,  fine,  upstanding,  effective  Member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, who  has  done — and  I  am  sure  will  do^ — a  great  job.  And  of  course,  Tom, 
a  newcomer,  but  I  have  had  some  experience  in  seeing  newcomers.  Some  come 
and  some  go,  but  I  can  feel  in  Tom  that  he  is  the  kind  of  a  person  that  is  going 
to  stay  there  a  long  time  and  do  a  good  job. 

I  see  among  the  group  here  today  a  number  of  your  Republican  State  legis- 
lators from  around  the  State,  and  I  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  many  of  them 
just  before  I  came  in  here.  They  are  the  foundation  of  the  Republican  Party. 
The  only  problem  you  have  is  you  need  more  and  we  need  more  in  the  State 
legislature  after  the  next  election.  Let's  be  sure  that  happens. 

Grassroots  Republicans  have  traditionally  been  the  real  strength  of  the  Re- 
publican Party.  I  don't  care  whether  it  is  in  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  or 
elsewhere,  we  as  candidates  can't  get  elected  without  the  help  and  assistance 
of  people  like  yourself  at  the  grassroots  level. 

And  I  am  convinced,  as  I  see  this  group  here,  as  I  saw  a  great  group  in  Iowa 
last  night,  that  the  Republican  Party  is  on  the  upbeat,  the  upswing,  and  I  just 
thank  you  for  being  among  those  who  started  when  our  fortunes  were  low  and 
our  prospects  were  bleak.  You  had  enough  dedication  to  principle,  enough  dedi- 
cation to  what  is  good  for  the  country  to  start  when  things  looked  bad  and  are 
willing  to  work  as  hard  as  you  have  and  be  successful  as  evidenced  by  being 
here. 

People  in  Minnesota,  from  my  experience,  are  known  for  your  pioneering 
spirit,  your  taste  for  a  real  challenge,  and  your  ability  to  excel  in  a  wide  range 
of  endeavors. 

After  talking  with  a  number  of  your  Members  of  Congress  over  a  period  of 
time,  I  know  that  you  here  in  Minnesota  are  known  as  somewhat  independent- 
minded,  and  I  am  convinced  that  this  year  and  next  the  Republican  Party  can 
appeal  to  the  independent-minded  voter  here  in  Minnesota  and  across  the 
country. 
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I  am  convinced — I  am  very  strongly  convinced — that  the  independent  voter 
is  ready  for  a  fresh  start.  And  that  is  exactly  w^hat  "wc  are  prepared  to  offer  them. 
The  independent  voter  v^ants  a  sound  and  prosperous  national  economy  v^ithout 
recession,  w^ithout  inflation,  and  so  do  v^e  as  Republicans. 

The  independent  voter  w^ants  jobs  for  those  who  can  v^ork  and  sensible  help 
for  those  v^ho  can't.  The  independent  voter  w^ants  his  country  to  achieve  energy 
independence,  and  so  do  we. 

This  wonderful  independent  voter  wants  a  good  education,  good  housing, 
good  health  care,  and  good  food  for  his  family  at  prices  he  can  afford,  and  so  do 
we  as  RepubUcans. 

The  independent  voter  wants  the  scales  of  justice  to  balance  the  right  of  the 
criminal  defendant  with  the  rights  of  a  law-abiding  society,  and  so  do  we. 
Our  crime  program  is  aimed  at  domestic  tranquillity,  with  deep  concern  for 
the  victim  of  crime.  And  the  independent  voter  wants  that  as  well. 

This  independent  voter — and  more  and  more  of  them  are  appearing  in  every 
State  of  the  Union — wants  an  America  at  peace  with  itself  and  throughout  the 
world.  But  the  independent  voter  knows  that  peace  is  too  easily  broken,  and  he 
knows  that  the  surest  guarantee  of  peace  is  a  strong  and  ready  national  defense, 
and  so  do  we. 

The  independent  voter  wants  relief  from  higher  and  higher  taxes,  from  more 
and  more  Government  programs  intruding  into  his  business  and  into  his  private 
life^  from  bigger  and  bigger  Federal  budget  deficits,  and  so  do  we. 

And  this  above  all,  if  I  might,  the  independent  voter  wants  America  on  the 
move  again,  moving  in  new  directions  with  a  vision  of  what  can  be,  and  so  do  we. 
As  we  look  toward  the  future,  none  of  us  can  be  certain  and  positive  what  is  in 
store  for  us.  But  if  we  approach  the  future  with  faith  in  ourselves,  in  each  other, 
and  in  our  country,  we  need  not  fear  the  future's  mysteries  nor  miss  its 
opportunities. 

We,  as  RepubUcans,  and  millions,  millions  of  more  throughout  the  country 
as  independents,  can  help  create  a  future  bright  with  promise  by  our  decision  on 
election  day,  November  1976. 

I  have  come  here  to  this  great  meeting— and  it  is  a  great  meeting— to  ask  your 
help  in  getting  the  message  of  commonsense  government  and  hope  for  the  future 
to  the  people  of  Minnesota.  In  one  way  or  another,  all  of  you  have  distinguished 
yourselves  as  enthusiastic  supporters  of  the  RepubHcan  Party.  Otherwise,  you 
wouldn't  be  here  today.  But  now  I  am  asking  each  and  every  one  of  you,  all  good 
Republicans,  to  go  that  extra  mile  for  the  party— indeed,  if  it  is  necessary,  that 
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extra  thousand  miles  for  the  party.  We  have  the  principles,  we  have  the  programs 
and  the  people  to  do  it. 

And  v^hat's  more,  v^e  have  the  year  to  do  it— 1976.  Let's  make  that  a  year  to 
remember,  to  be  remembered  by  all  Republicans. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:53  a.m.  in  the  ing  remarks,  he  referred  to  Carolyn  Ring,  Minne- 
Grand  Ballroom  at  the  Marriott  Hotel.  In  his  open-       sota  Republican  Party  chairwoman. 
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Remarks  at  a  Republican  Party  Luncheon  in  Minneapolis. 
August  19,  1975 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Al.  Bill  Frenzel,  Tom  Hagedorn,  George  Pills- 
bury,  and  the  distinguished  leaders  in  the  Republican  finance  organization, 
distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

It  has  been  a  v^onderful  about  18  hours  in  Minnesota.  We  v^ere  w^armly  w^el- 
comed  at  the  airport,  had  a  v^onderful  meeting  this  morning  v^ith  the  nev^s 
media  people  in  radio,  television,  and  nev^spapers,  had  a  grand  and  w^onderful 
reception  at  the  American  Legion  convention,  then,  of  course,  the  Vwo  meetings 
v^ith  the  party  people. 

I  have  always  had  a  great  affection  and  fondness  for  Minnesota,  but  the  time 
spent  here  on  this  occasion  just  magnifies  my  feeling  and  my  sentiments  toward 
those  from  "Gopher ville."  [Laughter'] 

Speaking  of  the  Gophers,^  one  of  the  great  experiences  I  have  in  traveling 
around  the  country  is  running  into  old  friends. 

It  is  hard  to  believe,  but  back  in  1932  and  33  and  '34  I  had  the  opportunity 
at  the  University  of  Michigan  of  competing  against  Bernie  Beerman's  tough 
Minnesota  football  team.  One  of  those  that  I  competed  against  in  those  years 
was  Pug  Lund,  and  I  was  delighted  and  honored  to  see  Pug  here  on  this 
occasion. 

Pug  and  I  not  only  played  against  one  another  but  we  were  fortunate,  sub- 
sequently, to  play  together  on  the  Shrine  East- West  team  and  also  in  the  Chicago 
All-Stars.  So,  we  developed  a  friendship  opposite  one  another  and  with  one 
another,  and  Pug,  it  is  just  nice  to  see  you,  and  I  thank  you  for  coming. 

It  was  also  great  to  see  an  old  friend  and  a  dear  colleague  of  a  good  many 
years,  Ancher  Nelsen,  who  is  a  bulwark  of  strength  and  integrity  and  good 


^  Nickname  of  the  University  of  Minnesota  football  team. 
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common  sense.  And  we  miss  you,  Ancher,  but  you've  got  a  good  replacement 
in  Tom. 

I  guess  you  gather  from  what  I  have  been  saying  that  every  visit  I  have  ever 
made  to  Minnesota  has  been  memorable,  and  this  has  been  no  exception. 

As  I  was  getting  off  the  plane  last  night  at  the  Twin  Cities  International 
Airport,  an  amazing  thing  happened  to  me.  Somebody  asked  me  how  to  get 
to  the  State  capital  in  St.  Paul.  [Laughter]  What  made  it  so  amazing— it  was 
Governor  Anderson.  [Laughter] 

It  is  also  a  pleasure  to  be  in  Minnesota,  the  land  of  10,000  lakes,  which,  I 
understand,  is  now  known  as  the  land  of  15,000  lakes.  In  a  way,  that  recount 
could  be  a  great  lesson  for  the  Republican  Party.  [Laughter] 

Like  those  lakes,  I  think  there  are  a  lot  more  Republicans  here  in  Minnesota 
than  any  of  us  realize.  We  just  have  to  go  out,  find  them,  and  get  them  interested 
and  to  the  polls. 

There  has  been  a  tremendous  parade  of  my  associates  in  Washington  coming 
to  Minnesota  lately.  Secretary  Kissinger  was  here  last  month.  So  was  Earl 
Butz.  I  thought  I  better  come  out  to  Minnesota  and  find  out  for  myself  what  was 
attracting  everybody  to  this  great  State. 

But  what  I  found  is  really  what  I  have  known  for  years — Minnesota  is  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  States  in  the  Union,  has  some  of  the  friendliest  people 
anywhere,  and  it  has  some  of  the  hardest  working,  most  dedicated  Republicans 
that  I  have  ever  met. 

Of  course,  I  have  had  some  great  associations  with  people  from  Minnesota 
in  the  House  of  Representatives — Al  Quie,  who  is  one  of  my  long  and  very 
dear  friends;  Bill  Frenzel,  an  outstanding  Member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, who  is  respected  on  both  sides  of  the  aisle;  Tom  Hagedorn,  who  is  a 
newcomer.  But  I  am  convinced,  having  seen  Members  come  and  go,  like  Grey- 
hound buses  sometimes,  that  Tom  is  going  to  stay  for  a  long  time,  like  Al  and 
Bill. 

The  only  problem  I  think  you  have,  you've  got  quality — you  just  need  a  little 
more  quantity.  [Laughter]  So,  if  you  could  sort  of  add  to  the  delegation,  it 
would  not  only  help  your  State,  in  my  judgment,  but  it  would  give  some  strong 
support  to  Al  and  Bill  and  Tom. 

As  I  travel  around  the  country — and  I  have  traveled  a  bit  on  nonpolitical 
meetings — I  am  optimistic  about  the  Republican  prospects  for  next  year's  elec- 
tion. I  think  we  are  going  to  have  the  right  kind  of  candidates,  the  issues,  the 
money,  the  workers,  and  more  importantly  in  the  final  analysis,  the  votes  to  win. 
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But  it  will  take  a  lot  of  hard  work  like  many  of  you  have  contributed  in  the 
past. 

And  if  we  are  to  capitalize  on  the  opportunities  ahead  of  us — and  they  are 
vast— I  think  we  have  to  reach  out  to  that  great  American  majority  that  does  the 
Nation's  work,  pays  the  Nation's  bills,  provides  for  the  national  defense,  and 
observes  the  Nation's  laws.  That  is  our  constituency. 

No  matter  the  color  of  their  skin,  the  religion  they  practice,  the  politics  they 
vote,  these  solid  Americans  are  the  Republican  Party's  bulwark  of  strength.  They 
are  the  people  to  whom  we  must  tell  our  story,  over  and  over  again,  this  year 
as  well  as  next. 

And  after  1  year  as  President,  I  am  even  more  firmly  convinced  than  ever  that 
Republican  principles  are  really  what  most  Americans  believe  in. 

Specifically,  as  Republicans,  we  believe  in  the  free  enterprise  system  and  in 
lifting  the  very  heavy  hand  of  government  from  business  so  that  the  system  can 
work  much  more  effectively. 

We  believe  in  fiscal  responsibility  and  in  keeping  Federal  spending — those 
levels  down,  which  would  not  trigger  further  inflation. 

As  some  of  you  may  recall,  a  few  months  ago  when  I  took  some  action,  I  said 
I  was  going  to  take  a  firm  stand  against  any  increase  in  the  Federal  deficit.  And 
it  was  a  fair  warning  to  the  Congress  that  they  had  to  behave  and  not  spend 
more  money  than  we  could  afford. 

We  have  made  a  little  progress,  but  if  the  Congress  doesn't  show  some  re- 
straint and  responsibility,  there  will  be  a  lot  more  vetoes.  I  think  they  are  in  the 
best  interest  of  this  country. 

Obviously,  I  want  to  thank  Al  and  Bill  and  Tom — I  can't  remember  whether 
they  voted  to  sustain  every  veto.  I'm  going  back  and  check  up  on  it.  {Laughter'] 
But  I'm  sure  they  have  a  pretty  good  batting  average. 

Well,  as  Republicans,  we  believe  in  this  fiscal  responsibility,  and  a  $60  billion 
deficit  is  a  big  enough  deficit.  But  if  we  don't  hold  the  lid,  in  all  honesty  and 
sincerity,  it  will  be  $70  billion,  $80  billion,  or  $90  billion,  and  that  just  leads  to 
further  momentum  and  acceleration  for  as  large  a  deficit  in  the  next  fiscal  year. 

I  just  feel  that  the  American  people  want  us  to  handle  their  money  in  a 
responsible  and  effective  way.  So,  with  the  help  of  good  people— Republicans 
primarily,  but  a  good  many  Democrats  too — I  think  we  are  approaching  a  pe- 
riod of  fiscal  responsibility  that's  so  important  to  our  Nation's  future. 

Obviously,  we  as  Republicans  believe  in  a  strong  national  defense  as  the  best 
way  that  I  know  of  to  ensure  the  peace  and  to  deter  war.  An  adequate  military 


1183 


[494]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  August  19 

budget  with  the  kind  of  leadership  that  we  are  getting  in  the  Army,  Navy,  Air 
Force,  and  Marines  is  the  best  way  to  ensure  our  security. 

We  beheve  in  the  control  of  our  affairs  at  the  State  and  local  level — the 
officials  who  are  the  closest  to  the  problems  and  to  the  people  that  they  represent. 
We  think  this  is  an  infinitely  better  approach  than  having  things  controlled  in 
Washington  by  a  very  remote  bureaucracy. 

But  most  importantly,  as  Republicans  we  believe  in  the  freedom  of  the 
individual  and  in  retaining  that  uniqueness  of  individual  responsibility. 

I  think  we  are  heading  rapidly  into  a  very,  very  important  campaign.  Next 
year's  election  at  every  level — local.  State,  as  well  as  national — will  be  a  critical 
test  of  our  ability  to  convince  a  majority  of  Americans  that  Republicans  care 
about  things  that  concern  most  people  today,  that  we  are  ready  to  listen  to 
them,  that  we  are  prepared  to  work — and  I  mean  work — our  very  hardest  and 
to  do  our  very  best  for  them. 

It  is  my  sincere  hope  and  my  confident  belief  that  if  we  are  successful  in 
getting  across  the  message  to  the  people  over  and  over  and  over  again,  1976  can 
be  a  great  year  for  the  Republican  Party  here  in  Minnesota,  as  well  as  through- 
out the  United  States.  I  believe  that  we  can  make  future  years  great  ones  for 
our  country.  I  have  come  here  to  ask  for  your  help  in  that  effort. 

I  want,  obviously,  to  thank  you  for  what  you  have  done  and  what  you  are 
going  to  do.  I  am  confident  if  we  make  this  maximum  effort — every  one  of  us — 
we  can  share  a  great  Republican  victory  in  1976. 

Together  we  can  make  it  a  banner  year.  Let's  make  certain  and  positive  that 
banner  says  "Republican." 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:58  p.m.  in  the  Grand  Ballroom  at  the  Registry  Hotel. 
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Remarks  at  Dedication  Ceremonies  for  the  Everett  McKinley 
Dirksen  Congressional  Leadership  Research  Center,  Pekin, 
Illinois.     August  19,  1975 

Thank,  you  very  much,  Howard  Balder.  My  dear  friend  Louella,  Senator  Chuc\ 
Percy,  Senator  Jennings  Randolph,  Senator  Roman  Hruska,  Governor  Wal\er, 
my  very  good  and  dear  friend,  Charlie  Hallec\,  and  of  course,  my  longtime 
friend  and  great  helper,  Les  Arends,  Mayor  Wddmeier,  distinguished  guests, 
ladies  and  gentlemen: 
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As  one  of  the  many,  many  Americans  who  knew  and  loved  Everett  Dirksen, 
obviously  I  am  pleased  to  be  in  his  hometown  for  the  dedication  of  this  great 
building  in  his  honor. 

I  wanted  to  be  here  in  a  very  special  capacity,  not  as  President  of  the  United 
States,  not  as  a  former  President  of  the  United  States  Senate,  but  as  the  spokes- 
man for  a  very  exclusive  fraternity— minority  leaders  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  the  United  States  Senate. 

How  delighted  Ev  would  be  that  the  dedication  coincided  with  your  third 
annual  Marigold  Festival.  This  city  really  looks  beautiful  today  with  so  many 
thousands  of  Ev's  favorite  flowers  in  bloom. 

And  as  I  said  a  moment  ago,  I  did  want  to  be  here  representing  minority 
leaders.  Unfortunately,  as  Charlie  Halleck  and  I  both  know,  our  fraternity  has 
been  overwhelmingly  Republican  in  recent  years,  though  we  keep  trying  to 
recruit  more  Democrats  every  day.  [LaughUr] 

We  take  some  comfort,  however,  in  the  obvious  fact  that  leading  the  minority 
in  the  House  or  the  Senate  is  a  much  more  demanding  job  than  leading  the 
majority.  And  if  ever  a  minority  leader  could  be  said  to  dominate  either  body, 
the  House  or  the  Senate,  that  man  was  Everett  Dirksen. 

He  was  a  power  to  be  reckoned  with,  and  he  did  it  not  by  the  numbers  of  his 
minority,  but  by  the  sheer  power  of  his  unique  personality,  his  persuasiveness, 
his  profound  gift  for  friendship,  and  his  consummate  legislative  skill. 

When  I  was  elected  minority  leader  in  January  of  1965  for  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Ev  Dirksen  was  already  the  sage  and  the  seasoned  minority 
leader  of  the  United  States  Senate.  I  was  the  new  boy,  but  he  never  put  me  down. 
Instead,  he  took  me  in. 

I  met  almost  every  day  and  sometimes  oftener  with  the  master,  and  he  taught 
me  the  trade.  He  knew  as  much  about  the  House  as  I  did,  and  of  course,  he 
knew  everything  about  the  United  States  Senate.  He  knew  every  wheel  and 
every  cog  that  makes  the  Congress  tick.  And  he  knew  a  thing  or  two  about 
some  Presidents. 

In  our  relationship,  I  was  the  spear  carrier,  and  I  must  say,  we  used  to  aim 
some  sharp  ones  in  the  direction  of  the  then  occupant  of  the  White  House. 
But  Ev's  were  always  softened  with  a  chuckle.  And  I  suspect  he  was  much  more 
effective. 

Every  couple  of  weeks,  as  has  been  noted  by  Louella,  we  would  hold  a  two- 
headed  press  conference  that  became  known  as  the  "Ev  and  Jerry  Show."  It 
really  should  have  been  known  as  "Dirksen  and  Comp2iny'— [laughter]— the 
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"Dirksen  and  Company  Show" — because  it  is  obvious,  you  know,  who  was  the 
star. 

It  seems  that  some  of  the  legacy  of  homespun  humor,  left  in  this  part  of 
Illinois  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  was  reborn  in  Everett  Dirksen.  He  had  a  little 
quip  or  he  had  a  little  story  for  each  and  every  occasion,  regardless  of  the 
circumstances. 

He  was  the  only  politician  I  have  ever  known  who  could  walk  into  a  press 
conference  like  the  prophet  Daniel  and  walk  out  leaving  the  lions  all  purring 
and  without  a  scratch  on  him.  Isn't  that  right  ?  [Laughter] 

I  learned  an  awful  lot  from  Ev,  and  it's  only  fitting  that  others  should  learn 
from  him  also.  The  Dirksen  Research  Center,  with  mementos  and  papers  from 
his  long  and  productive  career,  will  enable  generations  of  students  to  learn  more 
about  the  United  States  Congress  and  how  it  works. 

The  Senator  believed,  as  you  all  know,  the  opportunities  to  examine  the  papers 
and  documents  of  top  legislators  were  far  too  limited.  He  had  an  idea  for  a 
research  center  long  before  his  death.  And  I  agreed  with  him,  as  I  think  most 
of  the  Members  of  the  House  and  Senate  would,  that  the  study  of  the  Congress 
has  been  far  too  long  neglected. 

Ev  knew  every  piece  of  legislation,  and  he  knew  that  every  piece  of  legislation 
could  have  a  lasting  imprint  on  our  society  and  this  country.  He  believed  more 
historical  attention  should  be  given  to  the  drafting  and  the  approval  of  Federal 
legislation.  With  the  Dirksen  papers  and  those  of  other  Congressional  leaders, 
this  great  center  will  give  students  in  many  universities  and  colleges  in  this 
area  a  very  special  viewpoint  on  American  history. 

One  of  the  most  fascinating  areas  of  study  in  the  Dirksen  papers  will  be  to 
trace  just  how  influential  a  single  dedicated  man  can  be.  His  career  spanned 
almost  four  decades  and  six  Presidents.  From  the  very  first  of  the  hundred  days 
of  President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  to  Ev's  eventful  10  years  of  service  as  minor- 
ity leader  in  the  Senate,  Senator  Dirksen  participated  rigorously  in  the 
enormous  social  and  political  changes  of  those  years. 

I  have  sometimes  wondered  whether  Ev  Dirksen  ever  regretted  that  he 
promised  his  mother  not  to  pursue  a  career  on  the  stage.  [Laughter]  But  he  got 
around  it  by  playing  a  much  larger  stage,  and  we  were  lucky  to  have  been 
in  his  company. 

I  think  it's  wonderful  that  the  tapes  of  Senator  Dirksen's  speeches  will  be 
available  to  students,  because  his  voice,  as  well  as  his  presence,  were  part  of 
his  political  magic. 

The  person  who  knew  and  loved  him  best,  Louella,  his  wife  and  partner  for 
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42  years,  wrote  this  of  Ev,  and  I  quote:  "My  husband  loved  H£e.  It  seemed  to 
love  him  also.  He  was  awed  by  the  beauty  of  the  flower  and  the  spoken  word. 
He  could  cultivate  them  as  no  other  man  could.  His  flowers  continue  to  grow. 
His  words  still  echo." 

I  was  looking  through  some  of  my  old  files  for  some  of  Ev  Dirksen's  words 
from  the  "Ev  and  Jerry  Show"  that  perhaps  I  might  include  in  my  remarks 
here  this  afternoon.  I  thought  maybe  I  could  find  one  of  his  hilarious  stories 
about  his  adventures  as  an  Army  balloonist  in  World  War  I  or  some  other 
particularly  funny  observation. 

Instead,  I  found  a  comment  which  Ev  said  he  had  pounded  out  on  his  trusty 
portable  because  he  was  in  a  special  philosophical  mood.  It  was  in  1968,  a  few 
days  after  the  assassination  of  Senator  Robert  Kennedy.  There  were  riots  and 
violence  all  across  the  land. 

Senator  Dirksen  wrote  this,  and  I  think  it  is  appropriate  at  this  time: 

"The  time  has  come  to  rethink  our  history.  It  should  have  emphasis  in  every 
school,  church,  and  forum  in  the  land.  The  legacy  which  is  ours  came  from 
those  who  were  here  before  us.  Into  this  land  they  built  their  skills  and  talents, 
their  hopes,  their  dreams,  their  tears,  and  their  sacrifices.  Today,  we  are  the 
trustees  of  America.  Upon  us  is  a  two-fold  duty.  The  one  is  to  those  who  came 
before  us  and  gave  us  this  land  for  our  inheritance.  The  other  is  to  those  who 
shall  come  after  us.  Perhaps" — as  Ev  Dirksen  said  it — "three  words  can  state 
the  whole  case — dedication,  discipline,  and  duty." 

I  know  that  those  words,  spoken  only  as  Ev  Dirksen  could,  are  somewhere 
in  this  edifice,  reminding  Americans  of  their  continuing  need  for  dedication, 
discipline,  and  duty. 

Yes,  Louella,  his  words  still  echo. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:26  p.m.  In  his  open-      Charles  A.  Halleck  of  Indiana  and  LesHe  C.  Arends 
ing   remarks,   he  referred   to   Senator  Howard   H.     of  Illinois. 
Baker,  Jr.,  of  Tennessee,  and  former  Representatives 
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Remarks  and  a  Question-and- Answer  Session  at  the  White 
House  Conference  on  Domestic  and  Economic  Affairs  in 
Peoria,  Illinois.     August  19,  1975 

Economic  and  Energy  Programs 

Than\  you  very  much,  Bill.  Senator  Chuc\  Percy,  Mayor  Carver,  members  of 
my  official  Administration,  Cabinet  and  otherwise: 
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[1.]  It  is  a  great  privilege  for  me  to  be  with  all  of  you  distinguished  guests 
and  representatives  of  the  great  area  here  in  Illinois. 

Because  of  the  emphasis  on  questions  and  answ^ers  rather  than  speeches,  I  am 
certain  that  this  conference  w^ill  long  be  remembered  in  the  history  of  verbal 
communication.  It  has  been  said  that  a  dialog  is  v^hen  you  exchange  views  with 
a  colleague,  and  a  monolog  is  when  a  politician  exchanges  views  with  you. 
[Laughter^ 

Today,  I  think  we  have  taken  a  moderate-size  step  in  the  direction  of  elim- 
inating that  monolog.  And  so,  I  come  to  Peoria,  not  just  to  be  heard,  but  to 
look,  listen,  and  learn. 

As  a  starter,  I  would  like  to  tell  you  about  the  goals  and  the  plans  of  the 
Administration.  But  I  also  want  you — and  I  emphasize  "you" — people  of 
Peoria  and  Illinois,  to  tell  me  some  of  your  feelings  and  some  of  your  deep 
concerns  about  the  vital  issues  facing  us  as  a  nation.  One  thing  very  certain — 
we  have  plenty  to  discuss. 

I  have  been  President  for  only  a  year,  but  what  a  year  it  has  been.  Even 
though  most  of  us  would  not  like  to  go  through  it  again,  I  think  we  have  had 
more  pluses  than  minuses. 

There  have  been  some  difficulties,  some  reverses  in  this  12-month  span.  But 
America  has  weathered  the  storm  both  in  foreign  and  domestic  affairs.  Once 
again — and  this  is  the  most  important  thing — the  American  system,  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  people  have  met  the  test. 

Consider  for  a  moment  the  economy.  Since  March  of  this  year,  total  em- 
ployment has  risen  by  1.2  million,  industrial  production  by  1  percent,  per- 
sonal income  by  4  percent,  and  retail  sales  by  8.8  percent. 

Not  only  our  economy  but  our  political  system  has  demonstrated  anew  the 
strength  and  the  resilience  that  has  made  us  the  freest  as  well  as  the  strongest 
and  wealthiest  nation  in  the  world.  Where  it  counts,  America  has  not  and  will 
not  ever  be  satisfied  with  second  place. 

Don't  misunderstand  me.  I  am  not  saying  that  our  troubles  are  over,  that  we 
have  reached  the  promised  land.  But  we  have  a  darned  good  vehicle  to  get  us 
through  to  that  promised  land,  and  it  is  called  the  free  enterprise  system. 

The  job  of  all  Americans  is  to  help  put  that  vehicle  into  high  gear.  Although 
most  of  the  evidence  that  we  see  so  far  points  to  a  healthy  economic  recovery, 
we  cannot  afford  to  take  that  recovery  for  granted  at  this  stage  of  the  ball  game. 
There  are  plenty  of  problems  left  that  require  our  prompt  and  concerned 
attention. 

Take  for  a  minute  inflation.  The  latest  figures  show  an  annual  rate  increase 
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for  June  of  just  over  9  percent  in  the  cost  of  living  and  over  15  percent  for  July 
in  the  Wholesale  Price  Index.  I  think  this  should  serve  as  a  v^arning  that  v^ith 
the  w^orst  of  the  recession  behind  us,  v^e  must  guard  against — guard  against 
vigorously— the  kind  of  excessive  nev^  Federal  spending  that  could  trigger 
another  protracted  round  of  double-digit  inflation.  For  my  part,  I  pledge  to  you 
I  v^ill  do  all  that  I  can  to  hold  the  Une  against  inflationary  Federal  spending. 

I  cannot  stop  a  runav^ay  Congress  from  voting  appropriations  that  fan  the 
flames  of  inflation.  But  I  can  and  I  w^ill  continue  to  use  my  veto  authority  to 
curb  the  inflationary  spending  excesses  of  a  majority  of  this  Congress. 

There  has  to  be,  in  fact,  there  must  be  enough  good  men  and  vv^omen  in  both 
political  parties  in  the  Congress  w^ho  will  band  together  to  sustain  my  vetoes 
in  the  public  interest. 

Remember— and  I  think  this  is  w^hat  v^e  often  forget— inflation  doesn't 
recognize  party  labels.  When  the  cost  of  living  zooms  upv^ard,  v^e  all  pay  the 
price,  especially  the  old,  the  poor,  the  jobless,  and  those  on  fixed  incomes,  be 
they  Democrats,  Republicans,  Independents,  dropouts.  The  burden  is  shared 
by  everyone.  Inflation  is  a  common  enemy,  and  v^e  must  fight  it  with  a  com- 
mon front. 

And  so,  each  time  I  use  the  veto  to  battle  inflation,  I  am  taking,  I  think,  a 
positive,  not  a  negative  step.  The  vetoes  that  I  have  exercised  so  far  will  save  you— 
the  public  as  a  whole  in  this  country,  the  American  taxpayer — an  estimated 
$6  billion  by  1977  in  tax  payments  or  loss  of  purchasing  power  through  inflation. 

We  are  talking  about  preserving  your  purchasing  power  and  the  value  of 
your  paycheck,  your  pension,  your  social  security  check,  and  especially  your 
savings.  We  are  talking  about  your  future  economic  stability. 

Now,  I  am  well  aware  of  the  fact  that  some  people  don't  accept  this  argu- 
ment. I  respect  their  view,  and  I  respectfully  disagree.  They  say,  for  example, 
that  no  inflationary  pricetag  exists  on  massive  government  spending.  But  in  my 
considered  judgment,  they  are  wrong. 

In  their  view,  the  solution  to  all  of  our  ills  is  for  government  to  spend  more 
of  your  money  and  for  government  to  regulate  more  of  your  lives.  Unfortu- 
nately, their  argument  for  bigger  government  and  bigger  government  spending 
has  been  accepted  all  too  often  in  the  postwar  years. 

The  result  has  been  a  growing  and  unwarranted  trend  toward  Federal  inter- 
ference— interference  in  the  free  enterprise  system,  interference  in  State  and 
local  government,  and  as  we  are  now  beginning  to  discover,  even  interference 
in  our  personal  lives. 

This  trend  must  be  reversed,  and  it  will  be  if  we  have  anything  to  say  about  it. 
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Despite  all  the  obstacles  that  well-meaning  government  has  put  in  the  way, 
the  American  system  and  the  American  worker  continue  to  provide  us  with  a 
living  standard  that  is  the  envy  of  the  entire  world. 

I  don't  think  you  have  to  look  any  further  than  Peoria  for  proof  of  what  I  am 
saying.  Thanks  to  productive,  competitive  industries  and  skilled,  willing  work- 
ers, the  Peoria  area  turns  out  industrial  goods  that  sell  not  only  coast  to  coast 
but  all  around  the  globe. 

And  one  blessed  result  of  this  productiveness  is  that  you  have  an  unemploy- 
ment rate  well  under  the  national  average.  That  is  a  fine  record,  one  to  be 
proud  of.  And  you  have  achieved  it  in  spite  of,  not  because  of  big  government- 
Let  me  give  you  just  one  example,  if  I  might,  before  we  get  to  the  questions 
and  answers.  I  understand  there  is  a  serious  local  concern  in  this  area  about  the 
possibility  of  future  natural  gas  shortages. 

Now,  if  this  is  the  case,  we  ought  to  ask  ourselves,  what's  the  reason  ?  Is  it 
because  we  don't  have  enough  known  sources  of  natural  gas?  No.  For  the 
present  at  least,  there  is  enough  to  meet  all  of  our  needs. 

The  problem  is  not  one  of  supply.  It  is  one  of  regulation — obsolete  Federal 
regulation  that  may  cost  this  part  of  Illinois  and  other  regions  of  America — in 
fact,  10  States,  to  be  frank  with  you — ^it  will  cost  jobs,  and  it  will  cost  economic 
growth. 

But  the  basic  problem  is  just  this:  For  20  years  now,  the  Federal  Power  Com- 
mission has  been  required  by  law  to  set  artificially  low  prices  at  the  wellhead  for 
natural  gas  sold  in  interstate  markets.  The  result  has  been  that  gas  producers  sell 
as  much  of  their  product  as  they  can  inside  their  respective  State  borders  at  free 
market  prices,  creating  shortages  in  nonproducing  States  of  the  Union.  And 
communities  like  Peoria  have  and  may  well  suffer. 

Believe  me,  this  isn't  the  first  time  I  have  said  this,  and  I  say  it  every  time  with 
greater  feeling  and  determination.  I  said  it  as  Vice  President  and  I  have  said  it 
repeatedly  as  President.  I  have  consistendy  urged  the  Congress  to  deregulate 
natural  gas  to  expand  its  supply  nationwide. 

It's  amazing,  when  you  talk  to  Congressional  Members  from  Texas  or  Loui- 
siana or  Oklahoma — ^where  they  have  these  abundant  supplies  of  natural  gas, 
but  where  they  are  not  going  to  ship  it  across  State  lines  to  Illinois  or  to  Michigan, 
to  Indiana  or  anyplace  else — they  say  we  are  going  to  keep  it,  and  then  we  will  get 
your  factories  and  your  jobs  down  in  our  State  where  we  can  sell  this  natural  gas 
at  whatever  price  we  decide. 

It's  unbelievable  to  me  that  the  Congress  has  not  responded  in  this  area  so  that 
we  in  your  area  or  we  in  my  part  of  the  country  or  elsewhere  can't  get  this  great 
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natural  resource  so  we  can  have  more  productivity,  more  jobs,  and  a  better 
country. 

But  as  I  said,  the  Congress  has  done  nothing,  even  though  common  sense  says 
it  must  be  done  and  pubUc  opinions  recently  shovs^  a  grov^ing  popular  support 
for  deregulation.  Further  delay  is  intolerable.  Even  if  the  Congress  should  act 
this  session,  it  will  still  be  one  or  more  winters  before  we  could  feel  the  beneficial 
results  of  that  action. 

I  am  delighted  to  be  here.  I  just  had  a  wonderful  experience  over  in  Pekin — 
the  dedication  of  the  Everett  Dirksen  Research  Center.  I  am  delighted  to  hear 
from  all  of  you,  to  urge  each  of  you  to  make  your  voice  heard  for  the  kind  of 
free  and  prosperous  America  we  all  want  and  believe  in. 

Freedom,  in  my  judgment,  is  more  than  a  word.  It  is  a  way  of  life,  a  vital, 
living  thing.  And  each  generation  must  strengthen  and  renew  it  or  it  will  surely 
perish,  as  we  have  seen  all  too  often  elsewhere  in  the  world. 

The  time  is  now  for  our  generation  to  keep  this  idea  alive.  We  must  make  sure 
that  our  first  200  years  as  a  free  people,  glorious  as  they  have  been,  will  only  be 
the  beginning  of  the  American  success  story.  Together,  let  us  prove  to  the  entire 
world  that  the  American  dream  is  best  realized  when  we  are  wide  awake. 

Thank  you  very  much,  and  let's  go  to  the  questions. 

Questions 

energy  and  environment 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Bill  Wombacher,  a  Peoria  lawyer  interested 
in  the  energy  field  and  chairman  of  the  Peoria  Area  Chamber  of  Commerce.  I 
would  like  to  ask  you  what  priorities,  if  any,  has  the  White  House  set  in  resolving 
the  seemingly  irreconcilable  difference  in  the  goals  of  the  Federal  Energy 
Administration  and  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency?  [Laughter] 

The  President.  I  could  take  quite  a  bit  of  time  answering  that,  but  what  we 
have  tried  to  do  is  to  get  Russ  Train  and  Frank  Zarb  to  sit  down  and  work 
together  to  make  some  reason  and  rationale  out  of  the  sometimes  conflicting 
interests  of  a  great  need  for  additional  energy  and  still  the  great  desire  to  protect 
our  environment. 

I  recall  very  vividly  some  discussions  we  had  in  December  about  what  the 
auto  emission  standards  should  be.  And  we  worked  it  out,  and  I  want  to  com- 
pliment both  Frank  and  Russ  for  doing  it.  Of  course,  we  subsequently  had  a 
report  that  put  a  different  light  on  the  situation.  But  what  I  am  trying  to  illustrate 
is  that  we  have  people  in  this  Administration  who  have  positions  of  responsibihty, 
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who  are  willing  to  sit  down  and  talk  with  those  who  have  potentially  conflicting 
interests. 

And  although  I  think  in  most  cases  we  have  come  out  with  a  good  answer,  I 
admit  there  are  some  areas  where  we  are  still  in  some  disagreement.  But  I  know 
that  we  can  have  a  responsible  energy  program  and  still  not  destroy  our  envi- 
ronment, and  that  is  our  objective. 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Stanley  Johnson,  president  of  the  Illinois  State  AFL- 
CIO.  Labor  was  critical  of  the  Administration  which  you  had  to  take  over  some 
time  ago  in  the  crisis  of  government.  We  commend  and  appreciate  your  low-key 
approach  to  that  particular  crisis. 

The  President.  Thank  you. 

Q.  Labor,  as  you  know,  was  quite  critical  of  the  national  direction  of  govern- 
mental policy  in  the  previous  Administration.  What  disturbs  us  again  is  probably 
some  of  the  same  advisers  are  still  in  your  Administration. 

Now,  these  advisers  may  have  caused  you  to  veto  several  measures.  At  this 
point,  we  also  have  to  respectfully  disagree  with  your  vetoes.  The  recent  study  of 
the  Library  of  Congress  indicated  some  of  those  measures  would  have  added 
some  638,000  jobs,  the  bulk  of  which  would  have  been  in  the  housing  and  build- 
ing industry.  As  you  know,  that  industry  is  a  good  bellwether  of  our  total 
economy. 

Therefore,  Mr.  President,  our  question  is,  how  can  we  tell  the  jobless,  who  are 
not  interested  in  theory,  that  they  must  continue  to  bear  the  heaviest  cost  of  a 
projected  economic  turnaround,  which  may  not  help  them  very  soon? 

The  President.  Well,  sir,  I  think  you  have  to  look  back  at  what  the  circum- 
stances were  in  August  of  1974.  At  that  time,  we  had  inflation  of  12  to  14  percent. 
And  I  admit  at  that  time  we  had  5-percent  unemployed.  But  that  high  inflation 
rate  was  hurting  everybody,  those  employed  and  those  unemployed.  And  if  we 
hadn't  done  something  to  try  and  check  inflation,  I  am  convinced  we  would  be 
still  in  a  disastrous  recession. 

Now,  we  have  had  a  tough  time.  We  have  had  to  take  some  stern  measures. 
But  the  net  result  is  we  have  made  substantial  progress  against  inflation.  But  the 
most  encouraging  thing  is— and  this  is  what  I  would  tell  the  unemployed— I 
would  tell  them  that  in  the  last  2  or  3  months,  the  number  of  gainfully  employed 
has  gone  up  over  a  million  and  that  the  prospects  are  that  we  will  continue  to 
add  to  the  total  number  of  employed  and  that  although  the  rate  of  unemploy- 
ment may  be  higher  than  we  want— and  obviously  it  is— we  will  do  it  while  we 
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are  able  at  the  same  time  to  continue  to  squeeze  the  inflationary  impact  out  of 
our  society. 

Now,  some  of  these  decisions,  I  am  sure  you  recognize,  are  not  easy.  Let's 
take  the  housing  one  that  you  spoke  of. 

We  recommended  a  housing  bill.  We  proposed  that  some  additional  stimulant 
be  given  to  the  housing  industry,  but  unfortunately,  the  Congress  added  a  lot  of 
extras  that  would  have  had  a  substantial,  adverse  impact  on  our  deficit.  And  it  is 
big  enough  now.  Sixty  billion  dollars  is  a  bad  deficit  by  any  standards,  and  if  we 
had  let  that  housing  legislation  go  through,  it  would  have  added  significantly 
to  it. 

I  vetoed  the  bill,  not  because  I  didn't  want  a  housing  bill,  but  I  didn't  want  a 
bad  housing  bill.  The  Congress  reconsidered,  took  some  time,  analyzed  the 
arguments  that  we  presented,  and  they  passed  another  housing  bill.  And  that 
housing  bill  we  are  using  and  implementing. 

In  fact,  I  asked  the  Congress  just  before  they  recessed  for  a  vacation  to  appro- 
priate an  additional  $5  billion  for  what  we  call  the  tandem  plan  to  stimulate 
housing. 

Now,  I  can't  say  that  what  we  have  done  is  the  reason  we  had  an  announce- 
ment yesterday  that  there  was  a  14-percent  increase  in  housing  starts  over  the 
previous  month. 

Housing  is  beginning  to  go,  and  that  is  going  to  end  the  unemployment  in  the 
construction  trades  where  there  has  been  a  very  heavy  and  a  very  substantial 
unemployment  rate. 

But  you  can't  turn  a  spigot  and  get  all  these  things  done  overnight.  It  takes 
time  and  a  narrow  path,  a  very  narrow  position,  to  win  the  battle  against  infla- 
tion, construct  a  strong  economy,  and  reduce  unemployment  and  provide  jobs. 
We  are  doing  the  best  we  can. 

U.S.  POSTAL  SERVICE 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Joe  Ferstl,  president  of  the  Illinois  Press  Associa- 
tion. Our  member  newspapers  are  very  much  dependent  upon  the  mail  service, 
especially  the  second-class  mails.  And  we  fear  that  the  posture  taken  by  the 
Postal  Service  since  reorganization  will  result  in  disaster  to  the  free  flow  of  in- 
formation. We  are,  however,  encouraged  by  the  provisions  of  House  bill  8603, 
which  reestablishes  the  concept  that  the  mails  are  a  public  service  and  that  the 
cultural,  educational,  and  informational  values  of  the  mails  must  be  considered 
in  setting  rates  for  all  classes  of  mails.  Mr.  President,  do  you  support  this  public 
service  concept,  and  can  we  count  on  your  support  for  House  bill  8603? 
[Laughter^ 
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The  President.  Well,  I  support  the  concept  of  public  service  for  the  Postal 
Service,  I  support  the  concept.  When  I  v^as  in  the  Congress,  we  voted  to  move 
the  Post  Office  Department  to  the  Postal  Service,  and  we  set  up  a  10-year — or  a 
5-year  span,  as  I  recollect — ^for  the  transition  from  a  non-self-supporting  Postal 
Department  to  a  self-supporting  Postal  Service. 

And  in  the  interim,  the  Congress,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  President, 
would  recommend  about,  as  I  recall,  $400  million  a  year  for  this  public  service. 

Now,  the  second-  and  third-class  mail  users  came  in — I  think  it  was  last  year — 
and  asked  for  an  extension  from  the  5-year  transition  period  to  the  10-year 
transition  period.  And  as  I  recall,  I  approved  that  bill.  I  know  I  voted  for  it. 

So,  we  have  been  understanding  of  your  problem,  and  Congress  this  year  is 
being  asked  to  recommend,  as  I  recall,  roughly  about  $900  million  to  give  public 
service  support  to  the  Postal  Service.  And  part  of  this  has  come  because  we  have 
extended  the  timespan  from  5  to  10  years. 

I  believe  in  the  public  service  concept,  but  I  cannot  in  good  conscience,  without 
reading  the  fine  print,  endorse  that  bill  you  are  talking  about. 

RACE  RELATIONS 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  John  Gwynn,  the  local  and  State  presi- 
dent of  NAACP.  My  concern  is  the  enforcement  of  the  Federal  laws  that  exist 
as  they  relate  to  race  relations.  Since  race  relations  remain  the  single  overriding 
issue  in  America,  and  since  we  have  laws  dating  back  to  the  14th  amendment, 
the  1954  Supreme  Court  decision,  the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act — these  are  some  of 
the  laws  that  exist,  with  others — ^we  are  asking,  Mr.  President,  what  are  you 
going  to  do  to  make  sure  these  laws  are  enforced  with  all  deliberate  speed? 
Again,  I  would  like  to  state  that  we  feel  that  race  relations  is  being  pushed  under 
the  rug. 

The  President.  Let  me  say,  in  the  first  place,  I  just  appointed  an  outstanding 
person  in  Lowell  Perry  to  be  the  head  of  the  Equal  Employment  Opportunity 
Administration  (Commission).  Lowell  Perry  is  a  first-class  person  to  do  that 
job,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  in  that  position,  Lowell  Perry  will  make  certain 
that  the  rights  of  blacks  and  other  minorities  are  fully  protected. 

Let  me  give  you  another  illustration.  I  respectfully  disagree  with  your  view 
that  race  relations  are  being  pushed  under  the  rug  by  this  Administration.  I 
recommended  the  extension  of  the  existing  voting  rights  legislation,  and 
my  Administration  pushed,  in  the  House  as  well  as  in  the  Senate,  to  get  that 
reenacted. 

Chuck  Percy,  sitting  here,  knows  very  well  how  delicate  that  situation  be- 
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came  at  a  very  last  minute,  and  I  think  this  Administration  played  a  considerable 
part — I  believe  a  major  part — in  making  that  legislation  for  7  more  years. 

In  addition,  I  think  in  any  other  area  the  employment  of  minorities  in  the 
Federal  Government,  not  only  the  employment  but  the  advancement  of 
minorities  in  positions  of  responsibility,  has  been  recognized  and  carried  out  by 
this  Administration.  And  I  pledge  to  you  that  that  w^ill  be  our  position  in  the 
future. 

SCHOOL  INTEGRATION 

[6.]     Q.  What  about  the  integration  of  schools  ? 

The  President.  Let  me  be  very  frank  here.  I  don't  think  that  forced  busing 
to  achieve  racial  balance  is  the  proper  v^ay  to  get  quality  education.  The  princi- 
pal objective  is  to  get  quality  education  for  all  our  young  people.  And  I  think 
there  must  be  a  better  v^ay  to  do  it  than  the  w^ay  some  advocate. 

Now^,  v^e  will  carry  out  v^hatever  the  law  is  and  however  the  courts  interpret 
it.  Don't  get  me  wrong.  But  it  is  my  personal  conviction  and  has  been  for  10  or 
15  years  that  there  is  a  better  way  to  get  quality  education  for  all  of  our  young 
people  than  the  way  some  advocate. 

higher  education 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Jerry  Abegg,  president  of  Bradley  University.  As 
president  of  an  independent  university,  may  I  convey  a  concern  that  all  of  us  in 
higher  education  have  for  a  potentially  serious  threat  to  the  charitable  deduction, 
which  is  now  being  considered  by  Members  of  the  U.S.  Congress.  The  proposals 
which  are  being  considered  strike  at  the  heart  of  American  private  philanthropy 
and  threaten  serious  damage  to  our  traditional  dual  system  of  public  and 
private  higher  education,  which  that  philanthropy  has  helped  to  sustain.  I  would 
appreciate  any  comments  about  this  proposal. 

The  President.  It  is  very  interesting.  Just  last  week  in  Vail,  Colorado,  where 
I  am  having  a  working  vacation,  I  met  with  seven  or  eight  of  the  top  people  of 
the  Aspen  Institute,  and  in  that  group  were  two  or  three  who  are  equally  con- 
cerned and  to  some  extent  represent  the  private  colleges  in  the  country,  or  at 
least  their  viewpoint. 

The  real  problem  you  face  today  comes  from  the  1969  Internal  Revenue  Act 
that  was  passed.  In  '69,  a  limitation  was  put  on  foundations.  It  made  it  more 
difficult  for  private  colleges  to  be  the  beneficiaries  of  generous  citizens  or  gen- 
erous groups. 

At  the  present  time,  there  are  some  additional  amendments  before  the  House 
Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  that  would,  in  a  more  harmful  way,  jeopardize 
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the  existence  of  private  colleges,  because  it  would  be  more  difficult  under  the  pro- 
posed laws  for  people  to  give  to  these  nonpublic  institutions. 

I  can  assure  you  that  I  don't  approve  of  those  proposed  amendments.  And  to 
the  extent  that  we  can  keep  the  Congress  from  doing  it,  my  Administration  will 
do  so. 

Q.  Thank  you  very  much. 

The  President.  And  if  I  might  add,  I  happen  to  think  that  the  public  school 
systems,  whether  they  are  primary,  secondary,  or  higher  education,  are  made 
better  when  they  have  got  competition  from  nonpublic  schools — whether  it  is 
college,  higher  education,  elementary,  or  secondary.  We  want  a  competitive 
education  system  in  this  country.  It  is  good  for  everybody. 

REGULATORY  REFORM 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  H.  D.  Altorfer,  chairman  of  the  Central  Illinois 
Industrial  Association.  In  a  speech  in  Washington  last  June  17,  you  stated  that 
it  was  your  determined  intention  to  review  every  single  Government  action  in 
light  of  what  it  will  do  to  free  competition  and  individual  liberty.  This  review 
is  to  apply  across  the  board  to  corporations  that  seek  special  monopolistic  ad- 
vantages, as  well  as  to  radical  social  theories. 

This  intent  is  to  be  commended,  but  as  a  relatively  small  businessman,  it 
seemed  to  me  the  monopolistic  advantages  of  the  large  national  labor  unions, 
and  in  some  instances  the  cooperatives  should  also  be  reviewed  in  light  of  what 
they  are  doing  to  free  competition  and  individual  liberty.  Will  you  include  these 
in  your  review  also  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  was  referring  in  that  speech  primarily  to  the  activities 
of  the  Federal  Government  in  regulation  and  control.  I  was  not  referring  to 
the  private  sector,  so  to  speak. 

On  the  other  hand,  under  existing  antitrust  legislation — I  emphasize  "under 
existing  antitrust  legislation" — the  Department  of  Justice  has  a  mandate,  and  has 
had  for  a  long  period  of  time,  to  proceed  against  monopoly  as  so  described  in 
those  laws.  And  the  Attorney  General,  who  comes  from  this  area  of  the  country, 
will  carry  out  that  responsibility. 

Now,  we  have  taken  no  action.  I  don't  see  the  connection  at  this  tim^e  between 
the  kind  of  monopoly  we  were  attacking,  the  monopoly  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  in  the  question  that  you  raise. 

There  is  a  distinction  and  a  difference  between  national  labor  organizations 
and  some  governmental  operations.  I  happen  to  think  that  labor  organizations 
can  play  a  proper  and  do  play  a  very  important  role.  I  don't  condone,  however. 
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let  me  be  sure,  some  of  the  actions  of  individual  locals  or  even  in  some  cases 
my  friends'  actions  by  the  national  AFL-CIO.  But  v^e  have  no  plans  at  this  time 
for  any  legislation  along  the  lines  you  are  suggesting. 

VOCATIONAL  EDUCATION 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Eldon  E.  Witt.  I  am  the  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  Illinois  Association  FFA.  In  Illinois,  v^e  are  proud  of  the  progress 
that  vocational  education  has  made,  and  I  must  admit  that  some  of  us  registered 
some  disappointment  v^ith  the  veto  of  [H.R.]  5901.  Novv^,  my  question  is  this 

The  President.  5901 — I  don't  remember  the  numbers  of  all  of  these,  the  names 
of  all  of  these.  What  is  5901  ? 

Q.  This  is  a  bill,  a  vocational  education  funding  appropriation.  And  I  am 
asking  nov^,  are  you  av^are  of  the  language  of  House  bill  17304,  w^hich  is  a  nev^ 
vocational  education  bill  getting  us  av^ay  from  this  continuing  resolution.  And 
is  vocational  education  a  high  enough  priority  at  the  national  level  to  v^arrant 
support  of  this  bill  ? 

The  President.  Well,  until  I  have  read  the  language  of  the  bill — and  I  nor- 
mally only  read  the  language  of  the  proposed  lav^s  that  come  down  to  me— 
I  can't  make  any  honest,  in  conscience,  make  any  commitment. 

I  can  tell  you  this,  hov^ever,  that  I  think  the  record  of  this  Administration  in 
supporting  education,  including  vocational  education,  is  a  good  one. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  the  education  recommendations  in  the  budget  for  fiscal 
1976,  v^hich  is  the  year  that  began  this  July,  there  is  a  considerable  amount 
more  in  funding  recommended  than  in  the  previous  fiscal  year. 

I  am  concerned  about  education,  but  in  the  multitude  of  requests  for  money 
that  come  from  a  tremendous  number  of  good  causes,  and  the  availabiUty  of 
our  country's  resources  in  taxes  or  in  borrov^ing,  somebody — and  unfortunately 
in  my  case  it  is  me — I  have  to  somehow^  v^eave  in  the  proper  relationship  and 
the  proper  priorities. 

But  I  can  tell  you  from  my  ow^n  personal  history  in  the  Congress  and  other- 
vv^ise,  we  will  do  as  well  as  we  possibly  can  for  vocational  education. 


The  President.  Won't  you  all  sit  down  just  a  minute  ?  They  have  asked  me 
to  sum  up  with  another  minute  or  two. 

I  thank  you,  and  I  think  it  is  obvious  to  you  I  have  enjoyed  this  stimulating 
and  informative  session.  I  have  tried  to  gather  that  these  are  two-way  confer- 
ences; two-fold  is  one  way  to  put  it,  two-way  communication  another. 
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We  came  to  Peoria  to  listen  as  well  as  to  speak,  and  judging  by  that  stand- 
ard, I  believe  the  conference  has  been  a  success. 

It's  my  strong  and  very  deep  conviction  that  to  do  its  job  v^ell,  the  Govern- 
ment must  be  tuned  into  the  people  it  serves.  It  must  be  open,  it  must  be  re- 
sponsive as  it  maintains  a  tw^o-way  conversation  with  citizens  from  all  walks  of 
life. 

Today,  you  have  heard  about  agriculture  from  Earl  [Butz],  about  the  econ- 
omy from  John  Dunlop — John  Dunlop  and  Bill  Seidman — and  about  energy 
from  Frank  Zarb,  about  education  from  Commissioner  Bell,  and  about  the 
environment  from  Russ  Train. 

I  know  they  have  tried  to  give  each  and  every  one  of  you  an  idea  of  what  this 
Administration's  goals  are  and  where  we  are  heading  in  our  efforts — and  I  say 
most  sincerely — in  our  efforts  to  develop  some  new  directions  while  strength- 
ening the  basic  free  enterprise  system  and  the  values  which  make  America 
great. 

But  just  as  importantly,  we  have  also  heard  from  you,  from  the  men  and 
women  representing  nearly  every  facet  of  life  in  the  Peoria  area.  And  I  thank 
all  of  you — labor,  business,  industry,  education,  farming,  the  minority  com- 
munity, women's  groups,  the  press,  and  the  legal  profession.  I  am  grateful 
that  you  participated. 

This  is  the  seventh  Presidential  townhall  meeting  that  I  have  had  the  privi- 
lege of  attending.  The  more  of  them  that  I  attend,  the  more  I  learn  and  the 
more  optimistic  I  become  about  America's  long-term  future.  In  the  people 
gathered  here  in  this  room  and  millions  of  others  like  you  around  the  country, 
we  have  one  of  the  priceless  natural  resources  that  will  never  be  depleted. 

And  as  long  as  we  can  meet  together  and  work  together  like  this,  in  an 
atmosphere  of  candor,  trust,  and  mutual  respect,  there  is  no  problem  we  can't 
solve  together. 

And  after  all,  that  is  what  America  is  really  all  about — ^people  with  different 
ideas,  different  approaches,  from  all  walks  of  life,  pulling  together  to  make  this 
great  country  a  better  place  for  all  of  us. 

You  know  they  did  it  in  1776  in  Independence  Hall.  We,  too,  can  do  it  200 
years  later. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:42  p.m.  in  the  Grand       duced  by  William  J.  Baroody,  Jr.,  Assistant  to  the 
Ballroom  at  the  Peoria  Hilton  Hotel.  He  was  intro-       President  for  Public  Liaison. 
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Remarks  and  a  Question-and- Answer  Session  With 
Representatives  of  Wheatgrowers  Organizations  in 
Vail,  Colorado.     August  20,  1975 

The  Nation's  Agriculture 

IT  IS  nice  to  see  you  all  this  morning,  and  I  am  delighted  you  are  out  here, 
along  with  myself,  enjoying  some  of  the  opportunities  in  Vail.  I  think  you 
all  know  how  much  I  like  the  place,  and  I  hope  you  do,  too. 

[1.]  Let  me  just  say  a  word  or  two  about,  I  think,  an  extremely  important 
problem  that  we  have  that  involves,  of  course,  the  farmer,  involves  the  consumer, 
and  involves,  as  we  all  know,  the  action  taken  by  the  AFL-CIO.^  It  also  involves 
some  very  important  implications  as  far  as  American  foreign  policy  is  con- 
cerned. 

My  feeling,  as  far  as  agriculture  was  concerned,  was  expressed  pretty  fully  in 
my  remarks  to  people  in  Iowa  at  the  Iowa  State  Fair.^  I  believe  that  the  policy 
that  we  followed  of  full  production  for  American  agriculture  is  right. 

This  is  a  great  asset  that  we  have  in  America,  the  availability  of  tremendous 
production  in  wheat,  corn,  and  feed  grains,  and  the  American  farmers  have 
responded  magnificently  in  this  regard. 

We  ended  up,  according  to  the  August  estimates,  with  an  increase  of  about 
19  percent  of  the  wheat  crop  this  year  over  last  year,  although  the  August 
estimate  indicated  there  was  approximately  a  2-percent  drop  from  the  earlier 
forecast. 

The  corn  crop  for  this  year,  based  on  the  August  estimate,  is  about  26  percent 
above  the  production  of  last  year.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  about  3  percent  less 
than  what  the  estimate  was  of  the  previous  month. 

Now,  when  I  was  in  Iowa,  they  had  a  good  rain  the  night  before,  for  which 
I  took  credit.  [Laughter^  But  the  net  result,  according  to  the  agricultural  people 
that  I've  talked  with,  it  won't  have  much  of  an  impact  on  the  production  in 
Iowa  as  far  as  corn  is  concerned. 

Fortunately,  however,  they  indicated  to  me  that  the  soybean  crop  would  be 
the  beneficiary.  I  am  no  expert,  but  according  to  them,  they  felt  that,  because 


^  The  President  was  referring  to  an  announcement  by  AFL-CIO  President  George  Meany  that  the  Inter- 
national Longshoremen's  Union  would  not  load  ships  with  grain  sold  to  the  Soviet  Union  without  Adminis- 
tration assurances  that  the  sale  would  not  increase  food  prices  for  consumers. 

^  See  Item  490. 
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of  the  nature  of  soybeans^  that  this  particular  rain  would  be  significantly  help- 
ful to  them. 

Now,  we  want  full  production  from  agriculture.  It  is  good  for  the  farmer.  It 
is  good  for  the  consumer.  I  think  it  is  good  for  the  country  as  a  whole.  It  gives 
us  great  flexibility  in  providing  for  us,  the  United  States,  to  help  feed  a  good 
many  mouths  around  the  world  where  they  need  extra  food,  and  at  the  same 
time,  it  gives  us  some  flexibility  in  our  overall  execution  of  foreign  policy. 

There  has  been,  and  I  think  properly  so,  some  action  taken  by  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  until  the  next  crop  report,  which  comes  out  September  11.  It 
certainly  is  anticipated  there  will  be  future  sales  abroad.  But  I  think  until  we  see 
just  what  that  September  11  crop  report  shows,  we  have  to  be  somewhat  discreet 
in  how  we  handle  the  problem. 

We  want  to  sell  more.  We  will  sell  more.  But  I  think  in  the  overall  context 
of  the  multitude  of  problems  and  the  variety  of  cross-interests,  it  is  in  the  best 
interest  to  show  some  restraint  until  that  time. 

I  can  assure  you  that  I  am  on  top  of  the  problem,  working  with  Earl  Butz 
and  John  Dunlop  and  the  other  people  in  the  Administration.  I  get  virtually 
daily  reports  on  the  situation,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  we  will  use  our  best 
judgment  to  try  and  protect  the  interests  of  not  only  agriculture  but  others, 
not  only  at  home  but  abroad. 

I  will  be  glad  to  answer  any  questions. 

Questions 
agricultural  production  and  exports 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  we  know  that  you  realize  the  problem,  but  I  would 
like  to  emphasize  one  thing,  that  when  the  present  Administration,  your  Ad- 
ministration, asked  us  to  increase  production,  all  of  that  production  has  to  be 
exported,  because  we  were  producing  more  than  we  needed,  and  we  would 
just  like  to  emphasize  that  we  must  have  access  to  these  world  markets. 

The  President.  I  am  sure  you  know  that  we  have  sold  so  far  about  9.8 
million  tons  to  the  Soviet  Union.  They  have  had  a  serious  crop  failure.  The  ex- 
tent of  that  crop  failure  is  not  known  precisely  at  this  time,  but  I  think  most 
knowledgeable  people  recognize  that  they  undoubtedly  will  be  in  the  market 
for  additional  sales. 

How  much  that  will  be,  no  one  knows  at  this  time.  But  if  we  can  act,  I 
think,  reasonably  and  rationally  in  this  situation,  the  extra  production,  the  full 
production  that  the  farmer  was  asked  to  undertake  earUer  this  year  and  late  last 
year  in  the  winter  wheat  crop — I  am  sure  that  the  price  of  wheat,  the  price  of 
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corn,  will  be  a  good  price  and  will  return  a  good  net  income  to  the  American 
farmer. 

I  think  most  of  you  know,  I  am  sure  better  than  I,  that  in  the  last  month 
there  has  been — maybe  a  month  and  a  half — there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
price  of  wheat  from  around  $3  to  around  $4  a  bushel.  The  price  of  corn  has 
gone  from  roughly  $2.50  a  bushel  up  to  about  $3  a  bushel.  These  price  increases 
under  the  market  conditions,  I  think,  are  fully  justified.  I  don't  think  we  want 
to  have  the  kind  of  total  disturbance  in  the  market  that  took  place  in  some  of 
the  years  past. 

It  is  better  for  the  farmer,  I  think,  to  have  a  solid  income,  a  good  net  income, 
and  we  are  going  to  make  sure  that  that  takes  place. 

longshoremen's  strike 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  as  I  am  sure  you  know,  producers  are  very  much  con- 
cerned about  the  recent  action  of  the  longshoremen.  In  the  first  6  months  of 
this  year,  the  price  of  wheat  went  down  about  one-third  to  us.  The  price  of 
bread  did  not  go  down  and,  in  fact,  may  have  increased.  My  question  to  you 
now  is,  can  you  tell  us  any  very  recent  development  in  the  longshoremen's  ac- 
tion to  not  load  our  grain  ? 

The  President.  It  is  my  judgment  that  the  best  way  to  solve  that  problem 
is  to  lower  our  voices  and  to  try  and  work  out  a  negotiated  settlement. 

I  expect  to  be  in  communication  with  the  Secretary  of  Labor^  who  is  in  con- 
tact with  the  people  in  the  labor  movement.  But  it  seems  to  me,  rather  than  to 
accelerate  the  confrontation,  it  is  better  if  we  more  or  less  lower  our  voices  and 
try  to  negotiate  a  setdement. 

I  think  it  is  obvious  that  if  everybody  talks  loudly,  it  makes  it  more  difficult 
for  us  to  get  an  answer.  People  get  frozen  into  positions. 

I  think  the  differences  are  soluble,  and  I  am  working  on  it  today  to  try  and 
bring  the  parties  together  so  we  can  talk  in  a  rational,  reasonable  way  in  trying 
to  protect  the  interests  not  only  of  the  farmer  but  American  labor,  the  con- 
sumer, and  the  country  as  a  whole. 

If  we  just  lower  our  voices  a  bit,  I  think  we  can  solve  the  problem  so  we  will 
ship  the  grain,  the  farmer  will  get  his  product  on  the  world  market,  where  it 
ought  to  be,  and  the  consumers'  interests  will  likewise  be  protected. 

foreign  grain  sales 
[4.]     Q.  Mr.  President,  it  is  a  real  pleasure  to  have  you  with  us.  I  will  thank 
you  for  making  most  of  my  speeches,  and  you  did  a  real  good  job.  You  sure  did. 
He  knows  something  about  it,  and  that  is  just  great. 
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The  President.  You  know  a  lot  more  about  it  than  I  do.  I  am  learning,  though. 

Q.  Well,  I  think  you  just  did  great.  He  was  quoting  facts  and  figures  that  we 
have  been  talking  about  here  for  the  last  few  days. 

As  you  know,  Mr.  President,  two  out  of  every  three  bushels  of  wheat  we 
produced  this  year  must  find  a  home  overseas  if  our  wheat  farmers  are  to  have 
this  solid  income  that  you  speak  about.  And  I  was  so  glad  to  hear  your  remarks. 
But  our  farmers,  our  wheat  farmers  are  really  concerned  that  the  gate  is  not 
wide  open  now.  And  we  just  hope  that  it  can  be  opened,  the  export  gate  can  be 
opened  wide  soon,  because  they  are  concerned. 

We  can  export  1.3  billion  bushels  of  wheat  and  still  have  more  wheat  than  we 
had  last  year,  in  fact,  enough  for  all  of  our  domestic  food  uses  for  another  year 
in  1975. 

The  President.  As  I  indicated,  production  is  up  about  19  percent,  and  90 
percent  of  the  total  wheat  crop  of  winter  and  spring  wheat  is  in  already.  And 
the  rest  will  be  in  the  next  month  or  so. 

Wheat  is  one  of  the  very  important  products  we  want  to  sell  overseas.  Corn 
is  another  one.  The  corn  crop — it  won't  be  as  firm  by  September  as  the  wheat 
crop  will  be,  but  at  least  we  will  have  a  better  fix  on  where  we  are.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  when  we  get  those  facts  together  and  get  the  parties  down  to  seeing 
what  we  can  do,  we  want  the  grain  shipped  overseas. 

As  I  said  in  my  speech  in  Des  Moines  the  other  day,  last  year  the  total 
American  agricultural  shipment  overseas  was  about  $22  billion.  We  shipped 
in,  in  other  agricultural  commodities,  as  I  recall,  about  $10  billion.  So  we  had  a 
net  surplus  of  roughly  $12  billion. 

If  we  had  not  had  that  surplus  in  our  balance  of  trade  from  our  tremendous 
agricultural  production,  this  country  would  be  in  serious  straits  right  now,  par- 
ticularly with  the  impact  of  the  foreign  oil  that  has  risen  in  price  very  sub- 
stantially. So,  we  need  this  overseas  sale  of  American  agriculture,  and  we  are 
going  to  find  a  way  to  make  it  certain. 

But  I  think  if  we  all  just  cool  it  a  bit,  it  will  be  in  the  best  interests  of  every- 
body until  we  can  sit  down  and  refine  the  issues  in  the  first  place,  the  issues  of 
the  consumer,  from  the  point  of  view  of  one  part  of  our  society. 

The  maritime  industry  feels  they  have  been  shortchanged,  because  instead  of 
getting  a  third  of  the  grain  shipment  as  they  were  promised,  they  have  ended 
up  with  about  21  percent  or  less.  And  we  are  in  the  process  right  now  of  negoti- 
ating with  the  Soviet  Union  to  try  and  get  a  better  freight  rate  for  American 
bottoms.  This  is  another  aspect  of  the  problem. 

It  is  my  recollection  that  on  Monday  of  this  week,  the  Department  of  Com- 
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merce  people  met  with  the  Soviet  negotiators  trying  to  get  a  better  price,  better 
freight  rate — if  that  is  the  right  term — so  that  more  American  bottoms  can  be 
involved  in  the  shipment  of  American  agriculture  to  the  Soviet  Union.  So,  there 
are  many,  many  pieces  of  this  very  complicated  problem. 

And  I  can  assure  you  that  I  and  this  Administration  are  on  top  of  it,  and  wt 
have  good  people  v^orking  on  it.  But  if  wc  just  cool  it  a  little  bit  for  the  time 
being,  then  I  am  confident  wt  can  find  some  ansv^ers. 

Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  I  might  just  say  in  conclusion,  it  is  my  recollection  that  this 
organization  w^as  initially  put  together  by  an  old  and  very  dear  friend  of  mine. 
Cliff  Hope. 

When  I  first  came  to  the  Congress,  Cliff  Hope  v^as  the  ranking  RepubUcan  on 
the  House  Committee  on  Agriculture.  I  became  a  very  close  and  good  friend  of 
Cliff's.  I  learned  a  lot,  not  only  about  Congress  from  Cliff  but  a  good  bit  about 
agriculture  from  Cliff. 

So,  through  that  channel,  I  do  have  at  least  some  connection  w^ith  your  organi- 
zation. Cliff  w^as  a  great  Member  of  the  Congress  but  also  a  totally  dedicated 
person  to  American  agriculture. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:20  a.m.  in  the  following  organizations  were  meeting:  the  National 
Home  Stake  Meeting  Room  at  the  Holiday  Inn,  Association  of  Wheat  Growers,  the  Western  Wheat 
where  members  of  the  boards  of  directors  of  the       Associates,  and  the  Great  Plains  Wheat  Associates. 
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Remarks  at  Dedication  Ceremonies  for  the  Libby  Dam, 

Libby,  Montana.     August  24,  1973 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Mike,  Minister  Macdonald,  Governor  Judge,  dis- 
tinguished guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

At  the  outset,  Mike,  let  me  express  to  all  of  your  v^onderful  friends  from 
Montana  my  deep  appreciation  for  the  v^arm  v^elcome  here  in  this  great  part 
of  our  country.  I  thank  each  and  every  one  of  you. 

Obviously,  I  am  deeply  grateful  to  the  more  than  generous  and  very  kind 
v^ords  by  my  long  and  dear  friend,  Mike  Mansfield. 

I  had  the  privilege  of  coming  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  when  Mike 
had  been  in  Washington  for  a  number  of  years  as  a  Member  of  the  House.  Our 
friendship  began  then,  and  it  has  continued  over  the  years. 
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One  of  the  great  things  that  I  feel  about  our  country  is  that  people  of  different 
political  persuasions  can  sit  down  and  try  to  work  out  the  kind  of  problems  that 
we  face  in  this  Nation. 

I  can  say  to  all  of  you  from  Montana  that  you  are  most  fortunate  to  have  a  man 
like  Mike  Mansfield  not  only  as  your  Senator  but  as  the  majority  leader  in  the 
United  States  Senate. 

Mr.  Minister,  would  you  please  express  to  Prime  Minister  Trudeau  my  very, 
very  best  wishes.  One  of  the  fine  experiences  a  person  has  as  President  of  the 
United  States  is  to  meet  heads  of  governments  throughout  the  world.  I  can 
say  to  those  from  Canada  who  are  here  today  that  the  working  relationship 
between  Prime  Minister  Trudeau  and  myself  has  been  constructive  and  will 
continue  to  be  so  as  we  seek  to  solve  these  problems  between  Canada  and  the 
United  States.  Please  give  to  hini  my  very  best  wishes. 

Obviously,  I  am  tremendously  pleased  to  be  here  to  participate  in  the  dedica- 
tion of  the  Libby  Dam,  another  multipurpose  project,  one  of  the  superb  projects 
that  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  has  constructed  for  the  benefit  of  you  in 
Canada,  but  for  all  of  us  in  the  United  States  as  well  as  the  benefit  of  Canada. 

As  I  look  at  this  structure  and  know  that  some  $500  million  has  been  spent  to 
build  it,  I  congratulate  the  Corps  of  Engineers  for  spending  our  tax  dollars 
wisely. 

But  I  am  also  very  pleased  to  be  here  because  it  provides  me  with  an  opportu- 
nity to  visit  this  beautiful  "Big  Sky"  country,  the  kind  of  country  that  I  have 
heard  about,  not  only  from  my  son  Steve,  who  spent  the  last  year  over  in  Lolo 
and  more  recently  up  in  the  grizzly  country,  but  my  knowledge  of  Montana 
goes  back  to  my  friendship  with  your  delegation  in  both  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  the  United  States  Senate. 

The  problem  is  that  we  in  Washington  sometimes  forget  how  refreshing  and 
how  beautiful  America  is,  particularly  this  part  of  America,  which  has  been 
the  inspiration  for  so  many  poets  as  well  as  painters. 

Flying  across  this  vast  continent,  to  those  of  us  who  come  from  the  Middle 
West,  is  an  inspiration.  And  I  am  filled  with  awe  by  how  much  we  have  accom- 
plished in  two  short  centuries.  We  have  carved  a  civilization  out  of  a  wilderness. 
Let  us  now  make  sure  that  we  keep  some  wilderness  carved  out  of  our  civilization. 

All  of  you  know  better  than  I  that  Montana  is  one  of  our  most  rugged  and 
untouched  areas.  It  stands  as  a  symbol  of  our  natural  resources  and  of  our 
native  spirit.  Libby  Dam  is  also  a  symbol  of  how  a  commitment  to  the  environ- 
ment can  be  balanced  with  our  technological  needs.  It  is  a  multipurpose  project 
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that  shows  it  is  possible  to  take  a  natural  resource  and  use  it  wisely  to  satisfy  a 
wide  variety  of  human  needs. 

America  needs  more  homegrown  energy.  This  dam  will  provide  clean  elec- 
trical power  for  the  equivalent  of  some  235  (thousand)  homes  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest.  In  addition,  the  Libby  Dam  will  provide  security  for  jobs  and  for 
industry  and  for  agriculture.  But  most  important,  this  power  will  be  created 
without  using  expensive  and  depletable  fossil  fuel.  Here  at  Libby  Dam,  the 
marriage  of  technology  and  nature  will  be  a  happy  and  a  constructive  one. 

A  second  welcome  purpose  of  Libby  Dam,  of  course,  is  flood  control.  A  televi- 
sion commercial  tells  us  it's  not  nice  to  fool  Mother  Nature.  On  the  other  hand, 
Libby  Dam  will  keep  Mother  Nature  from  fooling  us. 

As  an  outdoor  enthusiast,  another  purpose  of  Libby  Dam  which  millions  of 
other  Americans  welcome  is,  of  course,  the  recreational  opportunities  of  this 
magnificent  lake.  It  will  provide  the  activities  that  firm  muscles,  clear  minds, 
and  renew  spirits.  I  doubt  if  medical  science  will  ever  come  up  with  a  better 
tranquilizer  than  a  boat,  a  fishing  pole,  and  a  lazy  afternoon. 

But  there  is  one  area  where  contentment  can  only  lead  to  chaos,  and  that's  if 
WT  fail  to  get  cracking  on  a  solution  to  the  problem  of  our  increasing  dependence 
on  insecure,  overseas  sources  of  energy. 

To  satisfy  their  needs,  as  you  heard  from  the  Minister,  our  good  friends  to  the 
north  have  had  to  reduce,  and  may  in  the  distant  future  eventually  have  to 
eliminate,  their  exports  of  oil  and  natural  gas  to  the  United  States. 

These  exports  to  the  United  States  represent  more  than  1  million  barrels  of  oil 
per  day,  or  its  equivalent,  which  the  United  States  will  have  to  make  up  from  its 
own  energy  resources  or  become  more  and  more  dependent  on  OPEC  nations 
primarily  in  the  Middle  East. 

This  is  one  more  indication  of  why  our  energy  independence  is  an  absolute 
necessity  to  the  well-being  of  our  Nation.  Although  Libby  Dam  will  provide 
power  for  this  region,  it's  not  the  answer  to  the  energy  scarcity  nationally. 

In  the  final  analysis,  each  nation  must  ultimately  cope  with  its  own  energy 
needs  and  problems  of  supply.  EnUghtened  self-interest,  as  the  Minister  said,  is 
the  key  phrase.  We  will  cooperate  with  all  others  to  ease  our  energy  dilemma  in 
the  short  range  as  well  as  the  long  haul. 

In  my  conversations  with  the  Minister  before  coming  here  for  this  occasion,  I 
assured  him  and  I  believe  he  assured  me — as  he  indicated  in  his  speech  to  you— 
that  the  United  States  and  Canada  will  work  together. 

We  can't  solve  all  the  problems,  but  if  we  approach  the  difficulties  with  an 
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open  mind  and  an  understanding  of  the  problems  of  the  other,  I  am  confident 
that  many  of  the  difficulties  can  be  resolved. 

The  fact  that  the  United  States  as  well  as  Canada  and  14  other  nations  are 
working  together  as  consuming  nations  in  the  International  Energy  Agency  is 
another  indication  of  how  not  2,  but  16  nations  can  work  together  to  solve  a 
problem  that  affects  we  on  the  North  American  Continent  and  those  in  Western 
Europe,  our  allies  in  NATO. 

We  have  resolved  in  this  area,  the  16  nations  that  are  part  of  the  organiza- 
tion, to  share  in  research  and  development  to  find  an  answer  to  the  financial 
problems  that  have  arisen  because  of  the  high  prices  charged  by  OPEC  nations, 
and  to  solve  the  problems  and  work  together  in  the  conservation  of  energy  in  the 
free  nations,  the  industrial  nations  of  the  world.  And  if  16  nations  can  do  it, 
as  we  are  seeking  to  do,  I  am  absolutely  confident  that  Canada  and  the  United 
States  can  do  even  better. 

But  I  must  say,  on  the  other  hand,  that  we  must,  all  Americans  and  Con- 
gress, must  realize  that  this  is  our  problem  to  meet  and  to  solve.  We  cannot  look 
elsewhere  for  the  total  solution  despite  the  efforts  of  cooperation. 

More  important,  we  can  no  longer  pretend  the  national  energy  problem  does 
not  exist.  We  must  develop  new  sources  of  energy,  not  only  oil  and  gas  but 
others  such  as  solar,  geothermal,  and  nuclear.  We  have  delayed  far  too  long. 
Our  vulnerabiHty  increases  daily.  We  must  act  now  to  achieve  the  energy  self- 
sufficiency  vital  to  all. 

I  will  continue  to  work  with  the  Congress  and  particularly  with  Senator 
Mansfield  and  others  on  the  leadership  on  the  other  side  of  the  aisle  so  we  can  get 
this  effort  off  dead  center. 

Together  we  must  succeed  in  this  effort,  not  for  any  personal  glory  or  party 
gains,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  American  people  and  the  free  world  in  which 
we  live. 

Before  closing,  let  me  say  how  deeply  pleased  I  am  that  the  harmony  this 
multipurpose  project  has  created  between  technology  and  environment  is 
equally  reflected  in  the  warm  relationship  that  we  in  the  United  States  have 
with  our  neighbors  to  the  north.  Relations  between  Canada  and  the  United 
States  have  long  been  characterized  by  friendship  and  partnership.  This  dam 
stands  as  a  powerful  reminder  of  the  mutual  benefits  such  close  cooperation  can 
accomplish. 

The  poet  Tennyson  once  wrote,  and  I  quote:  "Nothing  in  nature  is  unbeauti- 
ful."  I  believe  that  mankind  has  the  responsibility  of  preserving  that  beauty. 
Let  us,  therefore,  take  heart  as  well  as  pride  in  the  creation  of  the  Libby  Dam. 
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It  will  enhance  the  best  we  and  our  environment  have  to  offer.  It  offers  the 
message  loud  and  clear:  We  are  the  defenders,  not  the  despoilers,  of  this  great 
land. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:58  p.m.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Donald  S.  Macdonald, 
Canadian  Minister  of  Energy,  Mines,  and  Resources. 
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Remarks  in  Chicago  at  a  Dinner  for  Participants  in  the  Annual 
World  Championship  of  the  International  Star  Class  Yacht 
Racing  Association.     August  24,  1975 

Mayor  Daley: 

Let  me  express  my  very  deep  gratitude  and  appreciation  for  the  invitation  to 
join  you  and  your  many  friends  in  Chicago  on  this  occasion  w^hen  you  and  all 
of  us  are  paying  tribute  to  the  Star  Class  group,  not  only  from  the  United  States 
but  internationally. 

I  am  most  appreciative  of  the  opportunity  to  meet  this  group  of  outstanding 
sailors  and  all  that  goes  w^ith  being  a  good  sailor,  and  I  thank  you  very,  very 
much  for  the  opportunity. 

Before  I  begin,  I  w^ould  like  to  ask  an  important  question.  I  vv^ould  most  re- 
spectfully like  to  know  if  there  is  any  correlation  betv^een  the  fact  that  sailing  is 
one  sport  that  needs  a  great  deal  of  v^ind  and  your  invitation  for  me  to  speak 
here  tonight.  [Laughter^ 

As  an  old  Navy  man,  it's  a  great  pleasure  to  be  rubbing  shoulders  v^ith  so 
many  fine  skippers  and  their  fine  crew^s,  and  I  am  deeply  grateful  to  you,  Mr. 
Mayor,  and  the  city  of  Chicago  for  making  this  evening  possible. 

While  Mayor  Daley  and  I  don't  aWays  see  eye-to-eye  on  politics — he  tends 
to  favor  the  port  tack  and  I  tend  to  favor  the  starboard  tack — I  am  delighted 
that  -wt  have  aWays  been  able  to  join  together  for  v^onderful  evenings  like  this 
tonight. 

Let  me  extend  very  forcefully  my  best  v^ishes  to  all'of  the  participants  and  the 
officials  of  the  1975  v^orld's  championship  of  the  International  Star  Class  Yacht 
Racing  Association.  In  particular,  I  v^ould  v^elcome  the  skippers  and  the  crews 
v^^ho  have  come  from  Sv^itzerland,  Sv^eden,  Germany,  the  Bahamas,  Canada, 
and  Brazil  that  are  competing  in  the  races  this  v^eek. 

I  hope — and  I  say  this  most  sincerely — that  you  will  enjoy  your  visit  to  the 


1207 


[499]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  August  24 

United  States  and  take  home  with  you  many  happy  memories  of  your  visit  to 
Chicago  and  to  the  United  States  as  a  whole. 

Let  me  also  congratulate  the  members  of  the  Chicago  Yacht  Club  on  your 
centennial  celebration.  I  hope  your  next  100  years  will  be  as  rewarding  and  as 
memorable  as  this. 

There  are  so  many  great  champions  and  so  many  great  celebrities  in  the 
yachting  world  here  this  evening,  and  I  have  been  talking  to  Bill  Parks  about 
all  of  you  who  are  really  experts  and  great  dignitaries  in  this  area. 

But  I  have  to  admit  that  one  skipper  and  crew  in  particular  has  caught  my 
eye.  I'd  like  to  ask  them  to  stand  up  and  take  a  bow — the  skipper  of  Star 
Number  5607,  Ding  Schoonmaker  and  his  very  talented  and  capable  crew, 
Jerry  Ford.  [Laughter'] 

Jerry,  all  I  can  say  is,  I've  been  crew  and  now  I'm  a  skipper,  and  believe  me, 
being  a  part  of  the  crew  is  easier.  [Laughter] 

Everyone  I  have  talked  to,  both  before  and  during  the  dinner,  is  already 
aware  of  the  fact  that  I  am  not  an  expert  on  saiUng,  but  I  have  done  some  of  this 
over  in  Michigan's  wonderful  inland  lakes  and  a  bit  on  Lake  Michigan  over  on 
the  other  side  of  this  lake. 

I  was  a  crewmember,  but  never  qualified  as  a  skipper.  Then  when  I  got  into 
the  Navy,  I  served  all  of  my  sea  duty  in  World  War  II  on  an  aircraft  carrier  in 
the  Pacific,  the  U.S.S.  Monterey.  But  if  you  will  pardon  a  Utde  pride  and 
nostalgia,  of  course  in  the  South  Pacific,  the  Monterey,  according  to  the  crew, 
was  also  a  star. 

Since  then,  the  only  sailing  I  have  done  has  been  an  occasional  cruise  up  and 
down  the  Potomac.  And  so  while  it  is  a  new  world,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
what  you  have  told  me  tonight  through  Bill  Parks  and  others  about  star  racing, 
I  like  and  admire. 

For  instance,  I  understand  there  will  be  six  races  in  this  championship,  and 
the  rules  permit  each  skipper  to  throw  out  his  worst  race.  Mayor  Daley,  I  know 
a  lot  of  politicians— [/^^g-^/^r]— I  know  a  lot  of  politicians  who  would  like  to 
have  those  same  rules  in  the  game.  [Laughter] 

But  the  aspect  of  star  racing  that  I  admire  most  is  the  emphasis  on  personal 
skill  and  instinct.  What  really  counts,  as  all  of  you  know  very  well,  is  the 
skipper  and  the  crew  and  how  they  measure  up  against  every  other  skipper  and 
the  crew.  Equipment  and  design  are  not  the  determining  factors.  Experience, 
know-how,  and  guts  really  are  the  criteria. 

Tonight,  Mr.  Mayor,  I  am  extremely  grateful  to  you  and  to  all  of  you  for 
allowing  me  to  share  some  of  the  flavor,  the  stories,  and  some  of  the  excitement 
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of  star  sailing.  Bill  Parks  has  done  a  wonderful  job  in  giving  me  the  history 
and  the  experiences  that  he  has  had  and  all  of  you  have  had  in  this  great 
competition. 

In  tomorrovv^'s  races  and  those  that  foUov^,  I  v^ish  you  all  could  w^in.  But  in 
just  being  part  of  this  very  special  sport,  I  know^  that  you  feel  it  has  been  a  great 
and  a  rewarding  experience. 

Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Mayor,  and  good  night. 

note:   The  President  spoke  at  9:25   p.m.   at  the  liam  W.  Parks,  president  of  the  International  Star 

Chicago  Yacht  Club.  The  53d  annual  competition  Class  Yacht  Racing  Association,  and  James  "Ding" 

was  held   in  Chicago  to  commemorate  the   100th  Schoonmaker,   North   American   champion   in   star 

anniversary  of  the  Chicago  Yacht  Club.  class  yacht  racing. 
In  his  remarks,  the  President  referred  to  Wil- 
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Remarks  in  Chicago  at  the  Convention  of  the  American 
Hardware  Manufacturers  Association.     August  23,  1975 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Mr.  Hudson.  Cardinal  Cody,  Mr.  Spencer,  dis- 
tinguished guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

It  is  a  very  special  pleasure  and  privilege  for  me  to  be  here  this  morning  and 
to  pay  tribute  to  the  American  hardware  industry  and  to  kick  off  Hardware 
Week  in  the  city  of  Chicago. 

Yours  is  an  industry  that  has  taken  American  ingenuity  and  coupled  it  with 
some  of  the  most  effective  merchandising  techniques  known  to  mortal  man. 

Now,  that  may  seem  like  some  exaggeration,  but  a  hardware  store  is  the  only 
business  I  know  of  where  you  can  go  to  buy  a  10-cent  carriage  bolt  and  come 
out  with  a  can  of  paint,  a  new,  improved  screwdriver,  50  pounds  of  charcoal 
briquets,  a  bicycle  repair  kit,  10  minutes  of  free  advice,  12  picture  hooks,  6  fuses, 
and  a  lawnmower — and  then  have  to  go  back  because  you  forgot  the  10-cent 
carriage  bolt  you  went  to  buy  there  in  the  first  place.  [Laughter'] 

I  have  been  a  typical  homeowner  most  of  my  life,  and  my  wife,  Betty,  knows 
it.  She  says  that  sending  me  to  a  hardware  store  is  the  nearest  thing  she  knows 
to  playing  chicken  with  our  life  savings.  {Laughter] 

Nevertheless,  on  behalf  of  all  of  us  "do-it-yourselfers,"  let  me  thank  all  of  you 
here  for  making  possible  the  wonder  of  wonders — the  neighborhood  hardware 
emporium,  more  affectionately  known  as  the  world's  only  candy  store  for 
grownups.  [Laughter] 

In  your  business,  you  constantly  seek  out  those  new  ideas  that  are  so  im- 
portant to  a  great  country,  and  so  do  we  in  this  country.  In  fact,  no  nation  or 
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society  in  history  has  done  more  to  encourage  invention,  innovation,  and 
initiative. 

The  explosion  of  American  ideas  began  200  years  ago  w^ith  our  Declaration 
of  Independence.  A  century  ago  a  tide  of  industrial  progress  started  to  sw^eep 
over  America. 

Sewing  machines  revolutionized  the  clothing  industry.  Electricity  made  life 
brighter  and  more  prosperous.  Automobile  assembly  lines  put  us  on  wheels. 
The  telegraph  and  telephone,  later,  movies,  radio,  and  television  linked  the 
people  of  this  vast  Nation  closer  and  closer  together.  In  our  generation,  Amer- 
ica has  split  the  atom  and  conquered  space.  Americans  never  shirked  from  chal- 
lenge. Courage,  originality,  opportunity,  and  optimism  are  national  traits. 

This  has  been  the  spirit  of  America  for  the  past  two  centuries — a  spirit  of 
ideas  and  individuality.  It  was  and  is  the  spirit  of  private  enterprise — churning 
ahead  in  a  free,  competitive  system  fueled  by  private  savings  and  investment. 
We  need  to  recall  these  basic  facts  about  America,  about  ourselves  as  a  people, 
and  about  our  way  of  life. 

No  nation  has  invested  more  than  we  have  in  humanity  and  science.  No 
nation  has  taken  greater  risks  or  experimented  as  much  for  progress.  As  a 
result,  no  nation  has  earned  such  rewards  as  the  United  States. 

Today,  America  is  again  called  upon  to  invest,  to  risk,  to  experiment  in  the 
name  of  progress.  But  unfortunately,  we  have  reached  a  watershed.  A  deci- 
sion must  be  made.  The  question,  put  simply,  is  precisely  this:  How  do  we 
finance  both  the  investment  needed  for  economic  growth  and  essential  pro- 
grams needed  to  solve  our  human  problems  ? 

Today,  we  are  faced  with  the  problem  of  creating  new  jobs  in  numbers 
greater  than  ever  before  in  America.  Although  unemployment  is  far  too  high, 
nevertheless  we  should  not  forget  that  85  million  in  this  great  country  are  at 
work,  and  that  is  about  1.2  million  more  than  just  last  March.  By  1980,  we  must 
create  another  14  million  jobs  to  meet  the  needs  of  our  expanding  population. 
This  is  our  objective,  and  it  will  require  substantial  economic  progress. 

As  always,  economic  progress  depends  on  our  ability  as  a  nation  to  foster 
capital  investment  and  increase  the  productivity  of  our  workers.  The  share  of 
our  gross  national  product  committed  to  the  private  sector  investment  must 
increase  significantly  over  the  next  few  years  if  we  are  to  reach  our  economic 
potential.  Some,  for  example,  estimate  that  total  investment  requirements  could 
reach  as  high  as  $4  trillion! 

However,  as  our  need  for  capital  grows,  the  ability  of  industry  to  generate 
necessary  funds  is  declining.  This  is  essentially  because  inflation  has  eroded  cor- 
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porate  balance  sheets  and  because  our  national  tax  laws  fail  to  stimulate  such 
investment. 

In  short,  our  financial  ability  to  increase  production  is  declining.  This  decline 
is  curtailing  needed  growth  in  jobs  and  income  and  undermining  our  ability 
to  compete  internationally. 

I  am  very  confident,  once  this  becomes  clear  to  the  American  people,  they  will 
understand  America's  need  for  tax  policies  that  will  help  to  channel  sufficient 
resources  into  the  expansion  of  productive  capacity. 

At  today's  level  of  economic  activity,  no  shortage  of  industrial  facilities  exists. 
But  our  Nation's  economic  machine  is  not  now  running  at  top  speed.  In  the 
future,  we  have  every  reason  to  expect  it  will.  But  we  must  now  not  permit 
bottlenecks  and  shortages  to  reappear  as  the  economy  gains  momentum.  We 
must  not  condemn  our  fellow  citizens  to  unemployment  because  the  modern 
tools  needed  to  compete  in  world  markets  are  lacking. 

Capital,  as  all  of  you  know,  is  vital  to  all  segments  of  our  economy  to  expand 
agricultural  production,  to  develop  domestic  resources  of  energy  and  raw  mate- 
rial, reducing  our  dependence  on  oil  imports,  and  to  preserve  and  to  improve 
our  economy. 

This  Administration  has  proposed  reforms  to  the  Congress  to  stimulate 
what  some  call  capital  formation  through  tax  incentives.  But  I  prefer  to  use 
the  term  "job  creation,"  because  that  is  what  the  proposals  would  do  as  a  prac- 
tical matter.  If  adopted,  they  would  provide  the  funds  to  expand  America's 
industry  capability  to  create  jobs,  for  one  thing,  by  reducing  the  "double  taxa- 
tion" on  dividends. 

As  expected,  these  proposals  have  raised  an  outcry  from  some  Members  of 
Congress  who  oppose  them,  and  as  a  person  who  was  in  the  Congress  for  a 
number  of  years,  I  understand  these  voices. 

But  the  Congress  in  this  case,  as  in  others,  has  come  up  with  no  alternatives. 
We've  got  to  push  them  to  action'  here  as  well  as  elsewhere.  America  cannot 
put  its  faith  in  wishing  wells.  We  must  do  something  about  expanding  our 
sources  of  capital  to  create  jobs — and  we  must  do  it  right  now.  I  ask  the  Con- 
gress to  join  with  me  in  this  commitment  to  our  Nation's  future— to  increased 
jobs,  income,  and  full  economic  recovery. 

Let  us  expand  the  size  of  our  economic  pie  rather  than  simply  redistributing 
the  pieces  of  a  much  smaller  piece  of  pie. 

By  itself,  however,  additional  capital  cannot  revitalize  the  American  economy 
and  our  free  market  system.  We  must  also  take  steps  to  help  restore  the  vitaHty 
of  the  marketplace,  and  effective  competition  is  the  way  to  do  it. 
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Too  often  in  the  past,  our  Government  has  stifled  that  competition  in  the 
name  of  economic  regulation  to  the  detriment  of  the  consumer.  For  that  rea- 
son, my  Administration — with  strong  support  of  the  Congress  in  this  instance — 
is  seeking  fundamental  reform  of  economic  regulation  in  the  United  States. 

The  problem  is  simply  this:  In  many  industries — transportation,  energy, 
communications,  as  well  as  others — Federal  regulatory  commissions  have  ac- 
tually thwarted  competition.  The  bureaucratic  monopolies  have  tangled  busi- 
ness in  conflicting  policies  and  redtape  far,  far  too  long.  The  record  is  clear: 
They  have  burdened  the  consumer  with  the  costs  of  misdirected  regulation. 

Although  I  am  greatly  encouraged  by  widespread  backing  for  regulatory 
reform,  I  also  recognize  we  still  have  a  long,  long  way  to  go  to  achieve  it. 
But  with  the  continued  public  support,  which  is  very  evident,  with  the  sup- 
port of  you  as  well  as  your  industry,  we  will  reverse  the  trend  of  the  last  few 
decades.  We  will  establish  as  national  policy  this  basic  fact  of  economic  life, 
that  Government  regulation  is  not  an  effective  substitute  for  vigorous  American 
competition  in  the  marketplace. 

Having  said  this,  let  me  add  that  some — and  I  qualify  it  by  saying  "some" — 
regulations  are  necessary  and  appropriate,  for  instance,  involving  health,  safety, 
the  environment.  But  the  reforms  that  we  seek  would  eliminate  the  impractical, 
the  unnecessary,  and  the  obsolete. 

As  part  of  this  effort  to  ensure  that  we  have  a  strong  economic  system,  we  must 
maintain  an  antitrust  policy  which  validates  our  commitment  to  competitive 
markets.  If  we  reduce  Government  regulation  of  business,  we  must  make  cer- 
tain and  positive  that  our  antitrust  laws  are  vigorously  enforced. 

Competition,  when  freed  of  Government  regulation  and  supported  by  anti- 
trust laws,  is  the  driving  force  of  our  economy.  It  will  drive  costs  down  to  their 
minimum  and  assure  prices  based  on  these  legitimate  costs. 

Yet,  such  steps  cover  only  a  part  of  the  overall  problem.  It  is  much  more 
difficult  to  deal  with  areas  that  antitrust  laws  do  not  touch.  These  are  the 
regulated  and  legal  monopolies  and  the  Government-sanctioned  cartels. 

For  instance,  various  industry  rate  bureaus  and  self-regulatory  agencies — 
transportation  rate  bureaus,  shipping  conferences,  stock  exchanges,  and  pro- 
fessional associations — now  seem  to  operate  in  a  congenial  cost-plus  environ- 
ment. This  is  simply  because  government  once  decided  they  need  not  or  cannot 
compete.  They  are  allowed  to  fix  prices  and  divide  markets  under  the  regulatory 
cloak,  free  from  antitrust  enforcement. 

An  essential  element  of  regulatory  reform  legislation  I  have  already  sent  or 
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will  send  to  the  Congress  will  eliminate  most  of  these  anticompetitive  prac- 
tices. The  remainder  of  these  practices,  now  immunized  from  antitrust  laws, 
are  undergoing  intensive  review  in  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government. 

In  short,  this  Administration  will  look  at  the  whole  range  of  Government- 
sanctioned  monopoly — from  the  small  franchises  protected  by  Federal  regula- 
tions which  rule  out  competition,  all  the  way  to  Government-endorsed  cartels 
involving  entire  industries. 

We  must  recognize  this:  Over  the  years.  Government  has  done  as  much  to 
create  and  perpetuate  monopoly  as  it  has  done  to  control  or  eliminate  it.  As  a 
result,  this  Nation  has  become  accustomed  to  certain  forms  of  monoply.  Some 
are  regarded  as  beneficial,  some  not. 

If  an  industry  combines  to  raise  prices,  it  violates  our  antitrust  laws.  But  no 
laws  are  violated  if  an  industry  can  get  the  Federal  Government  to  build  trade 
barriers,  to  increase  support  prices  for  the  goods  or  services  that  it  produces,  or 
to  police  against  potential  competitors  or  price  cutters.  It  is  sad  but  true:  Too 
often,  the  Government  walks  with  the  industry  along  the  road  to  monopoly. 

The  end  result  of  such  special  treatment  provides  special  benefits  for  a  few 
but  powerful  groups  in  the  economy  at  the  expense  of  the  taxpayer  and  the 
consumer. 

Let  me  emphasize:  This  is  not  and  never  will  be  an  Administration  of 
special  interests.  This  is  an  Administration  of  public  interest  and  always  will 
be  just  that.  Therefore,  we  will  not  permit  the  continuation  of  monopoly 
privilege  which  is  not  in  the  public  interest.  It  is  my  job  and  your  job  to  open 
the  American  marketplace  to  all  comers. 

Ultimately,  the  vital  reforms  will  be  viewed — as  they  should  be — as  a  pocket- 
book  issue.  Government  regulation  and  restrictions  now  cost  consumers  billions 
and  billions  of  dollars  each  year.  We  must  be  concerned  about  the  cost  of 
monopoly  however  it  is  imposed  and  for  what  reasons. 

We  must  be  sure  that  regulatory  reform  and  antitrust  actions  go  hand-in- 
hand  with  incentives  to  spark  capital  investment  to  create  new  jobs  and  new 
competition.  This  is  what  I  firmly  believe  is  needed  to  revive  the  American 
economic  dream. 

Before  I  close,  let  me  share  one  thought  with  you.  It  concerns  a  subject  that 
aflfects  the  lives  and  the  pocketbooks  of  every  American — the  runaway  growth 
of  the  Federal  Government  itself. 

One  of  the  goals  I  have  set  for  myself  as  President  is  to  cut  big  government 
down  to  size — and  we  can  do  it  this  way — to  make  it  more  manageable,  more 
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responsive,  more  efficient,  and  less  costly.  And  I  want  to  put  an  end  to  the 
mountain  of  paperwork  and  the  quicksand  of  regulation  which  big  government 
makes  every  businessman  cope  with. 

Do  you  have  any  idea  how  many  different  Federal  forms  Washington  sends 
out  and  asks  you  to  fill  out  ?  Would  you  believe  it  is  over  5,000  ?  Five  thousand 
Federal  forms  to  keep  Washington  at  work  and  businessmen  from  their  work! 

Believe  me — and  obviously  you  agree — this  is  not  the  way  this  great  Nation 
was  built  over  a  200-year  span.  I  can  vividly  recall  how  my  father  started  a 
small  family  paint  factory  back  in,  of  all  years,  1929.  In  those  dire  economic 
circumstances,  everybody  pitched  in.  My  specialty — and  it  didn't  require  much 
skill — ^was  mixing  the  paint  and  labeling  cans.  But  my  father  was  always  out 
there  selling  the  merchandise  and  doing  what  makes  sense  for  the  business,  not 
what  makes  sense  for  the  bureaucrats. 

The  Ford  Paint  and  Varnish  Company  survived  the  Depression.  And  I  have 
often  wondered  if  it  would  have  if  my  father  had  had  to  fill  out  all  of  today's 
forms  and  applications  and  those  thousands  and  thousands  of  questionnaires 
and,  at  the  same  time,  cope  with  the  patchwork  of  rules  and  regulations  which 
face  today's  businessmen. 

My  objective  is  to  get  the  Federal  Government  as  far  out  of  your  business,  out 
of  your  lives,  out  of  your  pocketbooks,  and  out  of  your  hair  as  I  possibly  can. 

To  this  end,  within  3  weeks  after  I  came  into  the  Office  of  the  Presidency  last 
August,  I  directed  the  heads  of  all  Federal  Government  departments  and 
agencies  to  reduce  the  personnel  for  whom  they  had  requested  funds  for  the 
remainder  of  the  fiscal  year  by  40,000.  Actually,  I  can  report  to  you  today  that 
their  performance  exceeded  my  directive.  We  ended  fiscal  year  1975  on  June  30 
of  this  year  with  a  reduction  or  a  cutback  of  52,000  Federal  employees  under 
the  planned  levels  of  a  year  ago. 

As  for  those  5,000  Government  forms,  I  can  tell  you  this:  Several  months  ago, 
I  directed  Jim  Lynn,  the  Director  of  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget,  to 
examine,  to  analyze,  to  evaluate,  and  then  throw  out  as  many  of  these  time- 
wasters  as  he  possibly  can.  And  I  am  going  to  personally  monitor  it.  To  put  it 
very  simply,  I  want  to  see  the  American  businessman  pushing  merchandise,  not 
pencils. 

You  don't  need  a  lot  of  bureaucrats  looking  over  your  shoulder  and  telling 
you  how  to  run  your  life  or  how  to  run  your  business.  We  are  a  people  who 
declared  our  independence  200  years  ago,  and  we  are  not  about  to  lose  it  now 
to  papershufflers  and  computers. 
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Let's  take  the  shackles  off  American  businessmen.  That's  the  only  kind  of 
hardware  I  don't  approve  of. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:37  a.m.  in  the  Arie  and  Charles  R.  Spencer,  chairman  of  the  executive 

Crown  Theatre  at  McCormick  Place.  In  his  opening  committee  for  Hardware  Industry  Week.  Hardware 

remarks,  he  referred  to  Robert  C.  Hudson,  Jr.,  presi-  Industry  Week  was  held  August  24-28,   1975,  in 

dent  of  the  American  Hardware  Manufacturers  Asso-  Chicago, 
ciation,  John  Cardinal  Cody,  Archbishop  of  Chicago, 
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Interview  in  Milwaukee  With  Television  Reporters. 
August  25,  1975 

THE  nation's  economy 

Ron  Scott  (WISN-TV).  [1.]  Mr.  President,  first  of  all,  once  again,  wel- 
come to  Milwaukee  for  this,  the  seventh  of  the  White  House  Conferences.  I 
know  the  economy  is  on  the  minds  of  just  about  everybody  in  the  country  right 
now,  and  since  we  are  a  little  bit  in  advance  of  your  appearance  this  afternoon, 
could  you  give  us  any  kind  of  a  preview  of  the  message  of  hope  you  will  bring 
to  the  people  ? 

The  President.  Let  me  say,  Ron,  that  overall  we  have  made  very  substantial 
headway  in  cutting  inflation  from  last  year's  rate  of  about  14  percent  down  to  an 
annual  rate  today  of  between  6  and  7  percent.  This  is  a  lot  of  progress,  and  we 
are  going  to  continue  making  progress,  in  my  judgment,  despite  the  last  an- 
nouncement which  was  a  little  disappointing.^  But  I  think  that  was  for  various 
reasons  a  unique  report  in  the  overall  approach  to  solving  the  problem  of 
inflation. 

In  the  area  of  unemployment,  we,  of  course,  are  very  much  against  any  un- 
employment rate  of  about  8.5,  8.6 — too  much — but  I  think  we  have  to  be  also 
fair  to  say  that  in  the  last  4  months  the  total  number  of  people  gainfully  em- 
ployed has  gone  up  about  1,200,000. 

As  long  as  we  keep  the  number  of  employed  going  up,  we  are  going  to  be 
able  to  gradually  reduce  the  number  of  people  unemployed.  Now,  as  we  look 
at  the  overall  indicators — the  gross  national  product,  industrial  purchases,  hous- 
ing starts,  and  other  indicators — I  am  convinced  that  we  have  bottomed  out  and 
we  are  starting  an  uphill  approach  to  a  better  economic  system,  a  better  eco- 
nomic environment,  and  some  encouraging  news  for  all  people. 


^The  President  was  referring  to  the  July  increase  in  the  Consumer  Price  Index. 
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Q.  I  gather  from  your  statements  in  Chicago  earUer  this  morning  you  are  not 
exactly  pleased  with  the  speed  of  that  upward  swing  ? 

The  President.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  reasonably  on  schedule — some  disap- 
pointments, but  overall,  I  think  we  are  moving  ahead  in  a  constructive  way.  It 
doesn't  mean,  however,  that  we  are  satisfied  with  the  current  unemployment 
rate.  And  we  are  not  satisfied  with  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  living.  But  if  you 
look  at  the  overall,  the  kind  of  progress  we  have  made  in  the  last  12  months, 
we  are  doing  quite  a  bit  better.  I  am  sure  with  the  policies  we  have,  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  Congress,  we  are  going  to  have  a  healthy  economic  situation 
on  a  growing  basis  in  the  months  ahead. 

Q.  We  are  walking  sort  of  a  tightrope  in  our  economy  right  now. 

The  President.  That's  right. 

Q.  We  can't  overheat  the  economy,  of  course.  There  is  a  current  tax  cut  on  the 
books  now  which  ends  the  end  of  this  year.  Do  you  see  a  further  tax  cut  next 
year  ? 

The  President.  That  is  a  decision  that  I  will  have  to  make  and  the  Congress 
will  have  to  make.  I  think  it  is  a  little  premature  to  make  a  final  decision.  If  we 
need  a  further  stimulant  in  the  economy  beginning  on  January  1,  1976,  then  I 
would  recommend  that  the  current  tax  cut  be  extended  for  another  year.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  we  have  to  keep  some  additional  pressure  on  inflation,  then  the 
judgment  most  likely  would  be  otherwise. 

So,  until  we  get  several  more  months  of  readings  from  the  economists  and  all 
of  the  technicians,  I  think  it  is  premature  to  make  any  categorical  commitment. 

unemployment 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  opening  remarks  made  at  this  morning's  confer- 
ence whereby  the  AFL-CIO  leader  of  the  State,  and  he  was  very  critical  of  your 
Administration,  particularly,  for  what  he  said,  what  he  indicated  was  a  callous 
disregard  for  the  unemployed,  saying  that  there  is  a  35-percent  unemployment 
rate  among  the  skilled  trades  here.  What  would  you  say  if  you  were  speaking 
to  an  unemployed  worker  in  Milwaukee  today  ? 

The  President.  I  noticed  the  newspaper  story  where  the  gentieman  was  quite 
critical.  I  think  he  indicated  that  the  rate  of  inflation  when  a  RepubUcan  ad- 
ministration took  over  was  about  ^Yi  percent,  where  the  unemployment  rate 
was  about  5  percent,  saying  that  when  Republicans  took  over  from  the  Demo- 
crats, conditions  were  good,  unemployment  was  down,  and  inflation  was  less. 

I  think  it  is  fair  to  say  that  you  ought  to  put  those  figures  in  perspective.  In 
1969,  when  a  Republican  administration  took  over  from  a  Democratic  adminis- 
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tration,  we  had  550,000  young  men  fighting  in  Korea  [Vietnam],  and  we  had  a 
miUtary  force  on  active  duty  of  over  3  miUion  men.  Today,  of  course,  we  have 
nobody  fighting  in  Vietnam,  and  we  have  about  2,100,000  on  active  duty  in 
the  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  and  Marines. 

So,  I  think  you  have  to  put  all  of  these  factors  in  perspective.  I  hope,  with  the 
policies  that  we  are  following,  we  are  going  to  get  unemployment  down,  em- 
ployment up,  and  the  rate  of  inflation  under  control. 

I  think  it  is  a  very  unfair  criticism  to  say  that  I  have  a  callous  disregard  for  the 
unemployed.  This  Administration,  during  my  12  months,  has  recommended 
the  extension  of  unemployment  compensation  from  39  weeks  to,  now,  65  weeks. 

We  have  broadened  the  eligibility  so  more  people  are  covered  under  unem- 
ployment compensation.  I  think  this  is  an  indication  that  I  and  the  people  that 
work  with  me  are  very  concerned  about  the  unemployed,  but  more  importantly, 
the  policies  that  we  are  advocating  and  urging  Congress  to  enact,  in  my  opinion, 
would  get  our  economy  moving  again  without  any  difficulties  internationally. 

Q.  This  morning  in  Chicago  you  indicated  that  perhaps  there  should  be  a 
creation  of  many  more  jobs  by  1980.  Will  there  be  some  legislation  coming  from 
the  Administration  to  do  that  ? 

The  President.  Yes,  all  of  the  technicians  tell  me  that  if  we  are  to  create  more 
jobs,  we  have  to  get  more  money  invested  in  business,  because  business  buys  the 
equipment,  provides  the  factory,  and  provides  the  wherewithal  for  the  expansion 
of  business  throughout  the  United  States. 

Secretary  Simon  recently  appeared  before  the  House  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means  and  indicated  that  we  favored  new  legislation  for  the  creation  of  funds 
for  job  formation,  job  creation.  That  legislation  is  before  the  Congress.  I  hope 
they  act  affirmatively. 

COMMON  SITUS  PICKETING 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  one  of  the  job  bills  or  one  of  the  bills  that  the  construc- 
tion industry  here  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin  is  vitally  interested  in  is  Senate  bill 
1479,  which  many  of  the  contractors  seem  to  feel  would  provide  for  an  illegal 
secondary  boycott.  There  have  been  some  direct  appeals,  I  know,  to  your  office 
on  1479.  Have  you  reviewed  the  bill  ?  Have  you  made  any  kind  of  decision  as  to 
whether  you  will  veto  that  bill  or  let  it  go  by  ? 

The  President.  About  3  months  ago.  Secretary  of  Labor  Dunlop  appeared 
before  the  House  and  Senate  Committees  on  Education  and  Welfare,  and  he 
testified  that  if  the  original  so-called  situs  picketing  bill  were  modified  with 
three  amendments— at  least  two  amendments— it  would  be  acceptable. 
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One  of  those  amendments  would  provide  that  before  you  could  have  on-site 
picketing,  it  would  require  a  10-day  cooling  off  period. 

The  second  provision  that  would  be  mandatory  as  a  part  of  the  bill  would  be 
that  no  local  could  go  on  strike  under  those  conditions  without  having  gotten 
prior  approval  from  the  international. 

Now,  in  my  opinion,  those  two  added  amendments  would  make  that  bill 
acceptable,  plus  one  other  factor:  There  is  also  a  bill  that  the  Secretary  of  Labor  is 
working  on,  with  both  management  and  labor,  which  in  effect  provides  that 
there  shall  be  greater  responsibility  for  both  labor  and  management  on  strikes 
and  lockouts. 

If  that  second  bill  comes  to  the  White  House  with  the  original  bill,  plus  those 
two  amendments,  then  I  think  we  have  put  together,  working  with  management 
and  labor  and  the  Congress,  an  acceptable  solution  to  this  longstanding  conflict. 

AMERICAN  GOVERNMENT 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  have  sort  of  a  philosophical  question  here,  I  guess 
you'd  say.  We  hear  from  a  lot  of  people  at  a  television  station,  the  three  of  us  do, 
and  we  seem  to  feel  that  the  people  seem  to  feel  that  government  is  getting  so  big 
and  impersonal  and  unresponsive,  there  is  a  frustration  there,  even  a  hopeless- 
ness. How  can  we  come  out  of  this  ?  How  can  we  bring  people  closer  to  their 
government  ? 

The  President.  I  recognize  the  feeling  that  you  detect  here  in  Milwaukee, 
and  I  find  it  in  my  travels  around  the  country.  The  public  feels  they  have  to  fill 
out  too  many  forms,  answer  too  many  questionnaires,  they  are  bedeviled  by  too 
many  government  inspectors,  et  cetera,  and  I  suspect  that  is  true. 

What  I  think  we  have  to  do  is  to  reduce  the  number  of  forms  that  people  in 
business  and  otherwise  have  to  fill  out.  It  is  hard  to  believe,  but  there  are  about 
5,200  forms  that  are  sent  out  by  various  Government  agencies.  I  think  that  is  too 
many.  It  takes  more  time  than  the  effort  is  worth.  I  believe  that  some  Federal 
employees  are  too  officious,  too  demanding.  I  think  that  attitude  has  to  change. 

In  addition,  I  personally  believe  there  are  too  many  Federal  employees,  and  I 
am  glad  to  report  that  the  request  I  made  to  the  Director  of  the  Office  of  Manage- 
ment and  Budget  that  we  had  to  cut  down  on  the  number  of  employees  resulted 
in  a  cutback  of  52,000  from  the  planned  level.  So,  we  now  have  52,000  less 
Federal  employees  than  was  planned  a  year  ago. 

In  these  ways,  I  think  we  can  restore  or  rebuild  confidence,  at  least  in  the 
Federal  Government,  and  I  honestly  feel  that  State  and  local  units  of  govern- 
ment have  to  adopt  the  same  attitude. 
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THE  CONGRESS 

[5.]  Q.  I  think  one  thing  that  worries  them,  too,  is  they  see  a  Democratic 
Congress,  a  RepubUcan  administration,  and  on  our  major  issues,  we  have  stale- 
mates now.  Do  you  see  any  way  out  of  this  ? 

The  President.  I  wish  I  could  give  you  a  pat  answer.  Unfortunately,  in  some 
areas  there  is  good  cooperation,  but  in  other  areas  we  have  a  stalemate. 

In  the  energy  program,  there  is  a  head-to-head  stalemate.  I  have  a  program  to 
solve  our  energy  program.  It  has  been  on  the  desk  of  the  Congress  for  8  months 
now,  but  no  action. 

I  said,  if  you  don't  buy  my  program,  if  you  won't  enact  what  I  have  recom- 
mended, come  up  with  something  else.  At  least,  have  a  program  as  an  alternative. 

Regrettably,  they  have  not  either  approved  mine  and  they  have  not  come  up 
with  an  alternative.  Now,  that  kind  of  a  stalemate  is  intolerable.  I  tried  to  phase 
out  the  control  of  old  American  oil  by  first  a  30-month  phaseout  and  then  a  39- 
month  phaseout  in  an  effort  to  compromise,  but  the  Congress  rejected  both  offers. 

I  honestly  think  we  have  got  to  find  some  way.  Otherwise,  if  we  don't  have 
an  energy  program  to  make  us  self-sufficient  over  the  next  10  years,  we  become 
more  and  more  vulnerable  every  day  to  the  whims  and  fancies  of  foreign  oil 
cartels,  and  that  is  not  good  for  the  security  of  the  United  States. 

THE  MIDDLE  EAST 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Secretary  Kissinger  is  in  the  Mideast  and  reportedly 
very  close  to  working  out  an  agreement  in  the  Sinai  between  Israel  and  Egypt 
that  may  include  the  stationing  of  Americans  between  the  two  forces.  Do  you 
find  that  there  may  be  some  sort  of  a  backlash  if  that  were  attempted,  from 
either  Congress  or  the  American  people  ? 

The  President.  What  I  say  in  answer  to  that  question,  I  don't  want  to  be 
construed  as  an  affirmation  that  that  is  going  to  happen.  There  have  been  rumors 
in  the  newspapers,  and  I  have  heard  it  on  radio  and  television,  so  what  I  say 
does  not  confirm  or  deny  that  as  a  possibility. 

There  has  been  talk  that  there  would  be  American  civilians,  very  limited  in 
number,  who  would  operate  technical  warning  stations  in  a  U.N.  zone.  As  I 
say,  that  has  not  been  decided.  It  has  been  rumored. 

If  it  does  materialize,  I  think  it  is  my  responsibility,  if  I  approve  it  and  it 
does  take  place,  to  submit  it  to  the  Congress  for  the  Congress  to  say  yes  or  no. 

We  aren't  going  to  have  any  more  action  by  the  President  not  joined  by  the 
Congress.  They  have  to  be  a  partner  in  this  kind  of  an  operation  if  it  does 
materialize. 
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When  I  say  "a  very  limited  number,"  I  am  thinking  maybe  100,  150,  as  I 
have  read  the  papers,  and  they  v^ould  all  be  civilians  and  they  w^ould  be  in  a 
U.N.  zone,  not  v^ith  the  Israelis,  not  v^ith  the  Egyptians. 

So  if  it  happens,  I  v^ould  ask  for  the  concurrence  of  the  House  and  the  Senate 
because  it  is  a  very  important  step,  and  then  v^e  w^ill  decide  w^hether  it  is  neces- 
sary, v^hether  America  vv^ants  to  make  that  contribution  to  our  security  in  the 
Middle  East. 

Q.  Yes,  but  they  v^ould  be  American  citizens  there,  and  v^ere  there  a  problem 
of  kidnaping,  as  the  Mayaguez  incident,  or  something  like  that,  American  forces 
w^ould  have  to  go  in  to  get  them  out.  Is  that  a  proper  assumption  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  really  don't  w^ant  to  get  into  those  details.  You  can 
aWays  conjure  up  some  very  serious  situation.  But  until  v^t  get  dow^n  to  the 
final  signing,  I  think  it  is  premature  for  me  to  make  any  assumption  or  con- 
jecture concerning  that  situation  developing. 

CANDIDACY  IN  1976 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  let's  talk  politics  for  a  minute.  [Laughter']  I  knov^ 
it  is  one  of  your  favorite  topics.  While  you  obviously  w^ill  take  back  some  inter- 
esting grassroots  feedback  from  a  conference  like  this,  a  trip  like  this  has  to  have 
some  political  advantage,  too,  I  suppose.  Are  you  heartened  by  the  Harris  poll 
w^hich  now^  is  out  that,  I  think,  show^s  you  v^ith  a  55-to-34  edge  over  Governor 
Reagan,  or  former  Governor  Reagan?  Do  you  feel  good  about  your  political 
position  right  now  ? 

The  President.  I  do  feel  encouraged,  and  that  poll  this  morning  that  came 
out  in  a  number  of  nev^spapers  w^as  very  good  nev^s.  But  that  only  means  that 
what  v^e  have  tried  to  do  does  have  some  appeal,  and  I  can  only  say  that  w^hat 
we  do  in  the  future  is  more  the  basic  criteria. 

Naturally,  I  do  want  to  get  nominated,  and  I  can  assure  you,  if  nominated, 
then  we  are  going  to  put  on  a  very  hard  campaign.  So  that  news  is  good,  but 
we've  got  what,  about  14  months  to  go  before  the  election  and  about  a  year  before 
the  convention. 

Q.  By  the  time  the  primaries  roll  around  though,  I  am  assuming  we  will  see 
you  on  the  Wisconsin  ballot  ? 

The  President.  The  probability  is  that  I  will  enter  a  number  of  primaries. 
Which  ones  is  difficult  to  forecast  right  at  the  moment. 

I  love  a  good  political  campaign.  I  like  to  campaign,  but  I  think  it  is  too  early 
for  us  to  make  any  categorical  commitment  as  to  which  primaries  or  all  of  the 
primaries. 
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DETENTE 

[8.]  Q.  Back  to  an  international  issue,  Mr.  President,  the  continuation  of 
detente  with  Russia  under  your  Administration  has  been  criticized  that  Russia 
has  the  advantage  in  this.  How  do  you  look  at  that  ? 

The  President.  I  categorically  deny  that.  Detente  as  it  has  proceeded  is  a 
two-way  street.  It  can't  answer  every  question  that  arises  in  the  international 
scene,  but  detente  has  been  very  helpful  in  easing  and  relaxing  tensions  between 
the  Soviet  Union  and  ourselves. 

In  my  judgment,  there  has  been  a  balanced  give-and-take  by  the  Soviet  Union 
and  by  ourselves.  I  can  assure  you  that  in  the  process  of  negotiating  the  strategic 
arms  limitation  agreement  number  two,  there  will  be  no  unfair  advantage 
gained  by  either  side. 

It  has  to  be  a  completely  fair  and  equitable  reduction  in  strategic  nuclear 
capabilities,  but  it  is  also  important  to  understand  that  if  we  don't  get  a  SALT 
II  agreement,  it  means  that  the  arms  race  continues,  that  we,  the  United 
States,  will  have  to  spend  roughly  $2  billion  to  $3  billion  more  a  year  to  keep 
even  with  the  Soviet  Union  in  their  planned  strategic  arms  program. 

So,  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  both  sides,  the  Soviet  Union  and  ourselves,  to  put 
a  cap  on  the  nuclear  arms  race,  as  Mr.  Brezhnev  and  I  did  on  a  temporary  basis 
at  Vladivostok  in  December  of  last  year. 

I  can  assure  you  that  we  will  be  tough  Yankee  traders,  and  I  expect  them  to 
do  the  same.  The  net  result  will  be  a  responsible  cap  on  the  nuclear  arms  race. 
If  we  do  that,  it  makes  our  overall  economic  picture,  our  overall  budget  picture 
a  great  deal  sounder  and  better. 

STRATEGIC  ARMS  LIMITATION 

[9.]  Q.  On  arms  limitation,  how  do  you  look  at  it  right  now?  Can  we  be 
optimistic,  pessimistic  ?  We  have  worked  on  it  so  long. 

The  President.  I  am  optimistic,  but  I  recognize  there  are  some  yet  contro- 
versial issues  and  some  technical  matters  that  will  satisfy  both  sides.  We  have 
to  be  able  to  have  a  high  degree  of  capability  of  verification  as  to  whether  or 
not  the  Soviet  Union  is  living  up  to  the  promises  made  if  and  when  a  SALT 
II  agreement  is  made. 

We  have  a  tremendous  technical  capability  in  this  regard,  through  a  variety 
of  means.  I  am  sure  they  feel  the  same  way. 

But  if  the  technical  problems  of  verification,  if  other  matters  of  balance  are 
worked  out— and  I  think  it  is  possible— I  think  we  will  have  a  SALT  II 
agreement. 
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MRS.   FORD 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  there  have  been  many  things  written  and  said  across 
the  country  and  here  in  Milwaukee  about  some  recent  viewpoints  expressed  by 
Mrs.  Ford.^  You  are  quoted  as  saying  that  you  think  perhaps  those  remarks  may 
have  cost  you  some  votes  or  something.  What  kind  of  an  effect  has  that  had, 
sir? 

The  President.  Well,  those  remarks  to  which  you  refer,  I  said  kidding  her. 
She's  got  a  good  sense  of  humor,  and  she  understood  that  my  remarks  were  in 
that  atmosphere. 

Let  me  just  again  put  this  in  proper  perspective.  Our  family — my  wife,  our 
four  children,  and  myself — are  very  close.  We  have  a  tradition  in  the  family  of 
individual  members  of  the  family  speaking  their  mind,  discussing  matters  with 
their  children,  with  their  mother  or  father,  and  we  speaking  quite  frankly  to 
our  children. 

The  family  is  closely  knit.  We  have  great  affection  and  admiration  for  one 
another,  and  certainly  I  couldn't  have  had  a  finer  marriage.  My  wife  and  I 
have  been  married  almost  27  years  now,  I  guess,  and  we  have  a  minimum  of 
differences,  but  we  have  a  frank  expression  between  ourselves. 

Now,  what  Betty  was  really  trying  to  say  was,  because  of  the  closeness  of 
our  family  and  the  understanding  between  children  and  parents,  we  are  deeply 
concerned  about  the  moral  standards  by  which  the  family  has  been  raised. 

In  that  atmosphere,  her  discussions  with  any  one  of  the  four  children  are 
aimed  at  making  sure — ^positive — that  the  moral  standards  that  we  have  lived 
by  and  beUeve  in  are  adhered  to. 

I  think  there  unfortunately  has  been  a  misunderstanding.  We  are  proud  of 
the  family.  We  think  we  have  a  high  moral  standard  within  the  family.  And 
we  are  close  as  a  family,  and  at  the  same  time,  we  have  a  give-and-take  among 
the  children  as  well  as  among  ourselves. 

So,  I  am  real  proud  of  what  Betty  tried  to  say,  and  I  regret  there  might  have 
been  some  misunderstanding  of  what  she  did  say. 

TELEVISION   INTERVIEWS 

[11.]  Q.  This  is  the  first  appearance  that  you  have  made  on  local  television 
in  this  kind  of  an  interview,  and  one  of  your  aides  is  quoted  in  the  Wall  Street 
Journal  as  saying  you  are  doing  this  because  you  are  dynamite  on  television. 
[Laughter]  Do  you  feel  you  are  dynamite  ? 


^Mrs.  Ford's  remarks  were  made  on  the  August  16,  1975,  broadcast  of  CBS  News'  "60  Minutes." 
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The  President.  Well,  I  am  not  the  best  judge  of  that.  [Laughter]  I  just  Uke 
to  meet  with  people  like  yourselves  and  try  to  explain  my  views,  our  policies, 
and  I  enjoy  the  opportunity  to  have  a  give-and-take  with  top  newsmen  in  a 
region  like  Milwaukee. 

WHITE  HOUSE  CONFERENCE  ON  DOMESTIC  AND  ECONOMIC  AFFAIRS 

[12.]  Q.  We  have  been  addressing  ourselves  mostly  to  the  "give"  here  during 
our  meeting.  I  wonder  if  you  could  give  us  an  idea,  Mr.  President,  of  what 
you  hope  to  take  back  to  Washington  with  you  from  Wisconsin  ? 

The  President.  Well,  this  White  House  Conference,  as  I  understand  it,  has 
17  [19]  cosponsoring  organizations.  I  hope  to  answer  a  question  from  each  one 
of  the  19.  If  I  do,  I  will  get  a  flavor  of  what  these  organizations  feel  about  our 
policies  or  what  we  are  trying  to  do. 

I  am  sure  I  will  get,  as  I  have  in  the  past,  written  reports  from  all  the  other 
conferences.  So,  I  am  not  going  to  prejudge  until  I  have  participated,  until  I 
have  seen  the  written  reports  from  those  that  have  participated. 

FOOD  PRICES 

[13.]  Q.  One  of  the  groups  that  you  are  likely  to  hear  from  will  be  the  con- 
sumers. And  your  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  Mr.  Butz,  this  morning  assured  us 
the  farmer  was  doing  his  part  to  hold  food  prices  down,  but  that  there  are  almost 
uncontrollable  costs  in  terms  of  labor  and  transportation  and  middleman  costs. 
Do  you  plan  any  kind  of  direct  action,  legislative  action  to  try  to  control  that 
kind  of  price  pressure  ? 

The  President.  I  think  competition  is  the  best  way  to  solve  that.  The  farmers 
have  contributed  magnificently.  With  their  full  production  program,  we  are 
going  to  have  the  biggest  wheat  year  in  the  history  of  the  United  States,  the 
largest  corn  year,  and  I  think  soybeans  will  also  be  a  record  crop. 

So,  the  farmers  have  contributed.  I  hope  that  others  that  take  the  farm 
product  from  the  farm  to  the  home  will  equally  contribute  to  make  good  food 
in  America,  delivered  as  cheaply  as  possible. 

MICHIGAN-WISCONSIN   FOOTBALL  GAME 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  your  Michigan  Wolverines  are  coming  here  to  Wis- 
consin. They  are  opening  our  season  with  the  Badgers.  Do  you  want  to  predict 
the  outcome  of  that  game  ?  We  would  like  to  win  the  first  one  and  start  it  off 
right. 

The  President.  I  know  that  Wisconsin,  the  Badgers,  would  love  to  win.  It 
brings  back  a  game,  the  only  game  I  played  against  Wisconsin — 1934 — and  they 
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defeated  us  at  Ann  Arbor.  That  rivalry  is  great.  I  am  a  little  prejudiced  for  those 
Wolverines,  but  I  think  it  v^ill  be  a  great  game,  and  I  understand  the  Badgers 
are  going  to  be  tougher  this  year.  So 

Q.  They  smell  the  roses. 

The  President. we  better  be  a  little  cautious  and  go  to  work  between 

now  and  then. 

Q.  Come  see  the  game. 

The  President.  I  would  love  to,  love  to. 

VICE  PRESIDENT  ROCKEFELLER 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  a  North  CaroUna  Republican  chairman  said  last 
night  that  he  felt  there  was  a  consensus  of  the  Southern  Republican  leaders  in 
the  meeting  over  the  weekend  that  Mr.  Rockefeller  should  not  be  on  the  ticket 
in  76.  Does  that  give  you  any  cause  for  concern?  Will  you  be  talking  about 
that  with  the  Republican  leaders  of  the  State  later  on  this  afternoon  ? 

The  President.  I  will  express,  as  I  have  before,  that  I  think  Nelson  Rocke- 
feller has  done  an  extraordinarily  good  job  as  Vice  President.  He  has  lived  up 
to  my  expectations,  he  works  hard,  he  has  got  a  lot  of  ideas,  he  has  a  lot  of 
energy,  he  has  been  a  good  teammate.  And  you  know  I  just  do  not  like  to  break 
up  a  good  team. 

RONALD  REAGAN 

[16.]  Q.  The  meeting  that  you  have  with  the  Republican  leaders  later  on 
perhaps  will  bring  up  some  conservative  sentiment.  There  is  some  in  Wiscon- 
sin. Do  you  anticipate  any  questions  about  perhaps  Mr.  Reagan  challenging  in 
the  State? 

The  President.  Of  course,  I  think  I  am  a  middle-of-the-roader  or  a  con- 
servative, and  I  am  a  practical  conservative  with,  I  think,  a  good  orientation  to- 
ward the  solution  of  problems  in  the  international  field. 

I  will  be  glad  to  answer  any  questions  the  most  conservative  people  want  to 
ask,  because  I  am  a  practical  conservative  with  a  middle-of-the-road  orienta- 
tion. I  think  that  is  the  only  way  a  Republican  can  win  a  national  election. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  our  time  is  just  about  up.  We  want  to  thank  you  for  being 
with  us  this  afternoon  and  answering  our  questions.  Thank  you  very  much,  sir. 

The  President.  Thank  you,  Ron  and  John.  I  appreciate  it  very  much.  It  has 
been  a  good  experience. 

note:  The  interview  began  at  3  p.m.  in  Room  621       Zimmermann  of  WITI-TV.  It  was  broadcast  live  on 
at    the    Pfister    Hotel    with    John    McCullough    of       local  television. 
WTMJ-TV,    Ron    Scott    of   WISN-TV,    and    Carl 


1224 


August  25  Gerald  R,  Ford,  1975  [502] 

502 

Remarks  and  a  Question-and- Answer  Session  at  the  White 
House  Conference  on  Domestic  and  Economic  Affairs  in 
Milwaukee.     August  25,  1975 

The  Nation's  Economy 

Than\  you  very,  very  much.  Bill.  Mr.  Watson,  Mr.  Schmitt,  the  heads  of  other 
organizations  that  have  cooperated  so  wonderfully  in  setting  up  this  White 
House  Conference,  Congressman  Bob  Kasten,  distinguished  members  of  my 
Administration,  and  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

[L]  I  have  been  a  part  of  the  Federal  Government  now  for  some  26  years, 
and  it  saddens  me  to  see  the  ever-w^idening  communication  gap  betv^een  Wash- 
ington and  our  fellow  Americans. 

I  believe  the  despair  among  many,  many  Americans  is  over  the  difficulty  that 
they  have  in  making  their  wishes  best  known  to  the  people  that  they  com- 
municate to  in  Washington.  And  this  difficulty,  I  think,  can  best  be  summed 
up  on  the  envelope  of  a  letter  I  recently  received.  It  was  plaintively  addressed  to 
President  Gerald  Ford  or  Vice  President  Nelson  Rockefeller  or  Secretary  of 
State  Henry  Kissinger  or  just  plain  anybody  who  will  listen.  [Laughter] 

Well,  as  you  have  seen  during  today,  I,  along  with  other  key  members  of 
the  Cabinet  and  the  staff,  have  come  here  to  listen.  We  have  kept  the  speeches 
to  a  minimum  and,  hopefully,  our  responsiveness  to  a  maximum. 

With  the  reputation  you  in  Wisconsin  have  for  hard  work  and  keen  tech- 
nical know-how,  I  look  forward  to  your  questions,  your  concerns,  your  ideas 
about  the  future  of  our  country.  But  first  let  me  very  briefly  touch  on  some  of 
the  basic  directions  I  believe  our  Nation  can  and  should  take  in  the  months 
and  years  ahead. 

Obviously,  the  economy  is  one  of  our  principal  concerns.  Gradually,  step  by 
step,  the  American  free  enterprise  economy  has  created  over  the  years  a  better 
life  for  more  people  than  any  other  system  in  the  world.  Yet  in  the  past  year,  we 
have  seen  it  pass  through  some  very  difficult  times.  Recession  on  the  one  hand, 
inflation  on  the  other,  have  strained  the  economic  security  of  millions  and  mil- 
lions of  Americans. 

Some  of  the  causes  of  our  economic  difficulties  were  beyond  our  control. 
International  development  prompted  the  skyrocketing  oil  prices.  Others  were 
the  result  of  government  activity,  such  as  inflationary  spending  at  the  Federal 
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level.  But  on  the  basis  of  the  latest  figures,  the  darkest  days  of  the  recession  are 
behind  us.  The  American  economy  is  starting  a  sustained  recovery  that  wc  all 
desire. 

We  are  not  out  of  the  w^oods  yet.  How^ever,  as  far  as  the  recession  is  concerned, 
I  think  a  lot  of  progress  has  been  made.  Unemployment  is  far,  far  too  high 
and  must  be  brought  down.  We  must  get  our  factories  producing  at  maximum 
capacity  again,  and  v^hile  we  continue  fighting  the  recession,  we  must  also 
fight  just  as  hard  against  rising  inflation. 

The  July  increase  in  the  Consumer  Price  Index  was  a  clear  warning  that  we 
must  not  relax  for  one  moment  in  the  battle  against  inflation,  and  we  will  not. 

Today,  you  have  already  heard  from  some  of  the  key  people,  some  of  the  real 
experts  in  my  Administration  on  energy,  inflation,  unemployment,  and  new 
incentives  for  the  working  people  and  employers.  I  hope  we  can  go  further  into 
these,  into  other  areas  in  the  questions  that  I  think  some  of  you  have  saved  up. 

Thank  you  very  much,  and  the  first  question. 

Questions 

regulatory  reform 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Ed  Watson,  representing  the  Association 
of  Commerce.  Businessmen  are  having  extreme  difficulty  operating  private  busi- 
ness under  a  burgeoning  Federal  bureaucracy  with  its  overabundance  of  pro- 
grams, regulations,  laws,  and  edicts,  and  the  increasing  mountains  of  govern- 
mental report  forms  they  require.  I  would  like  to  ask,  Mr.  President,  what 
progress  is  being  made  in  your  announced  effort  to  turn  the  tide  and  ease  the 
bureaucratic  burden  on  business  ? 

The  President.  First,  when  I  took  office,  I  took  a  look  at  the  total  Federal 
civilian  employment.  Working  with  the  Director  of  OMB,  we  decided  that 
we  could  cut  back  40,000  on  the  total  number  of  Federal  employees,  the  planned 
number  for  the  next  fiscal  year. 

I  am  glad  to  report  to  you  that  we  ended  up  the  fiscal  year  June  30  this  year 
with  a  reduction  of  52,000  less  Federal  employees  than  was  planned  a  year 
earlier. 

A  few  weeks  ago,  I  was  in  the  process  of  preparing  a  speech,  and  I  asked  how 
many  questionnaires,  how  many  forms  have  to  be  filled  out  by  the  American 
people  when  you  put  them  all  together  from  all  agencies. 

And  I  found,  to  my  utter  amazement,  that  there  were  some  5,200,  as  I  recall, 
I  couldn't  believe  it,  I  have  told  Jim  Lynn — where  is  Jim;  is  he  here? — 
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[laughter] — that  he  better  find  a  way  to  cut  it  down.  And  I  am  going  to  monitor 
it,  and  we  are  going  to  have  less  next  year  than  we  have  had  at  the  present  time. 

Now,  you  are  all  familiar  with  our  determined  and,  I  think,  constructive 
effort  to  get  some  what  we  call  regulatory  reform,  which  means  the  many 
regulatory  agencies  in  the  Federal  Government  have  to  start  lifting  the  onerous 
burden  that  they  impose  upon  the  American  society. 

I  can  assure  you,  with  the  help  of  the  Congress — and  in  this  instance  Congress 
and  myself  are  working  together — so,  if  we  achieve  that,  I  think  we  will  have 
answered  most  of  the  questions  that  you  have  indicated. 

THE  DAIRY  INDUSTRY 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Donald  Haldeman,  president  of  the  Wisconsin  Farm 
Bureau  Federation  and  also  a  dairy  farmer  from  western  Wisconsin.  I  have  a 
two-part  question  that  dairy  farmers  and  farmers  in  general  are  passing  to  me, 
as  I  further  state,  and  I  would  like  to  pass  these  two  on  to  you  at  this  time.  Will 
the  Government  import  subsidized  dairy  products  in  the  quantity  which  will 
affect  our  market  price  ?  And  the  second  part  is,  will  our  Government  give  us 
access  to  world  markets  free  of  any  form  of  embargoes  or  unusual  transportation 
problems  ? 

The  President.  We  had  quite  a  struggle  a  few  months  ago  when  some  of 
the  Western  European  countries  wanted  to  send  in  a  number  of  their  cheese 
products  to  the  United  States  at  more  or  less  a  subsidized  price. 

Through  negotiations  between  our  representatives  in  the  United  States  and 
those  in  the  European  economic  group,  we  were  able  to  convince  them  that 
they  should  eUminate  that  program.  And  I  am  glad  to  report  that  Earl  Butz 
had  a  significant  part  in  protecting  the  farmers'  interests  in  that  instance.  I  can 
assure  you  in  the  negotiations  that  are  underway  now  under  former  Secretary 
of  Commerce — now  our  Special  Trade  Representative — Fred  Dent,  that  in 
those  negotiations,  predicated  on  the  new  trade  legislation,  that  we  will  protect 
the  interests  of  farmers  in  making  certain  that  their  markets  are  open  in  foreign 
countries  for  the  fine  products  that  we  produce. 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

[4.]  Q.  For  the  benefit  of  the  audience,  I  have  cleared  this  question  with 
Fran  Ferguson."^  [Laughter] 

Mr.  President,  I  am  John  Schmitt,  president  of  the  State  AFL-CIO.  Last 
August  there  were  4.8  million  unemployed  and  a  Consumer  Price  Index  inflation 


^  President  o£  the  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  and  one  of  the  hosts  of  the  conference. 
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rate  of  9  percent.  Today,  a  year  later,  there  are  8.2  million  unemployed  and  an 
inflation  rate  of  12.7  percent.  We  of  the  AFL-CIO  continue  to  oppose  your 
economic  policies  which  brought  this  about,  because  we  believe  stimulating 
production  rather  than  restricting  production — restricting  production  is  the 
best  way  to  fight  both  unemployment  and  inflation.  Do  you  still  believe  we  are 
wrong  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  have  some  differences  with  the  programs  of  my  good 
friend  George  Meany  and  others  associated  with  him. 

When  I  took  office,  the  inflation  rate  was  closer  to  12  percent,  and  the  unem- 
ployment was  about  5,  SYz  percent,  as  I  recollect.  Shortly  thereafter,  however, 
unemployment  escalated  very  rapidly,  and  the  unemployment  rate  today  is  far 
higher  than  I  want  it  to  be. 

We  have  made  some  slight  progress  in  the  last  several  months.  For  example, 
since  March  of  this  year,  although  unemployment  has  remained  too  high,  we 
now  have  1,200,000  more  people  gainfully  employed  than  we  had  in  March  of 
this  year. 

The  inflation  rate  today,  for  the  last  6  months,  averages  between  6  and  7  per- 
cent. So,  we  have  made  some,  in  that  instance,  substantial  progress  compared 
to  a  year  ago.  In  both  cases,  the  results  are  not  entirely  satisfactory. 

Now,  in  the  area  of  unemployment,  we  have  a  number  of  programs.  We  have 
extended  the  unemployment  compensation  period  from  26  weeks  to  65  weeks. 
We  have  broadened  the  eligibility,  so  that  people  who  didn't  qualify  under 
individual  State  programs  are  now  qualified  under  a  Federal  program. 

We  are  seeking  through,  I  think,  responsible  efforts  to  increase  the  Federal 
highway  program.  Bill  Coleman  over  here  is  expediting  some  of  the  mass 
transportation  programs  to  get  meaningful  jobs  in  that  area. 

Other  departments  are  taking  affirmative  action  to  increase  employment  in 
meaningful  ways  without  busting  the  Federal  budget. 

It  is  my  judgment  that  if  we  keep  a  steady,  firm  hand  on  the  tiller,  as  I  think 
we  are,  with  good  programs  that  mean  meaningful  jobs,  we  will  not  only  lick 
the  unemployment  problem,  lowering  the  unemployment  rate  and  increasing 
the  number  of  people  gainfully  employed,  at  the  same  time  not  letting  inflation 
get  out  of  hand,  because  if  we  do,  as  was  done  in  1973  and  1974,  we  could  end  up, 
Mr.  Schmitt,  with  a  very  serious,  far  more  serious  economic  problem  a  year  or 
18  months  from  now. 

I  welcome  your  suggestions.  I  will  differ  with  you  on  occasion.  But  the  main 
problem  we  have  is  to  work  together— the  Congress,  the  President,  and  organiza- 
tions such  as  you  represent. 
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DETENTE 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  John  Murry,  and  I  am  representing  the 
Milwaukee  Society  of  the  PoUsh  National  AlHance.  And  for  the  benefit  of  Mr. 
Schmitt,  he  took  my  question.  But  I  do  have  an  alternate  one.  Regarding 
detente — and  I  was  assured  that  you  would  be  willing  to  discuss  it  for  a  minute 
or  two — in  our  relations  with  other  countries  who  do  not  agree  with  our 
philosophies,  Mr.  President,  are  we  relaxing  too  much,  are  we  bending  too  much, 
are  we  stretching  ourselves  out  too  much  with  the  result,  Mr.  President,  we 
may  become  a  follower  rather  than  a  leader  in  the  world  ? 

The  President.  Mr.  Murry,  let  me  say  this  very  emphatically:  By  negotiating 
with  the  Soviet  Union,  whether  it  is  on  strategic  arms  limitation,  whether  it  is 
in  mutual  balanced  force  reductions  of  military  personnel  on  both  sides  in 
Western  and  Eastern  Europe,  or  whether  it  is  over  any  other  questions,  this 
Administration  is  going  to  be  firm  and  it  is  not  going  to  be  overwhelmed  by  any 
negotiating  techniques  or  programs  of  the  opposition. 

Detente  is  a  two-way  street.  If  we  are  able  to  get  a  strategic  arms  limitation 
agreement,  SALT  II,  it  will  mean  that  we  will  have  put  a  cap  on  the  strategic 
arms  race,  which  is  in  the  best  interests  of  both  the  Soviet  Union  and  ourselves. 
But  at  the  same  time,  we  must  be  able  to  verify  their  adherence  to  it,  and  they 
must  have  a  similar  capability  as  to  our  compliance. 

What  I  am  really  saying  is  that  in  SALT  we  have  a  unique  opportunity  to  do 
benefit  to  all  mankind.  But  let  me  add  a  postscript.  If  we  do  not  get  a  SALT  II 
agreement,  it  means  that  there  will  be  an  unlimited  nuclear  arms  race  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union. 

And  what  does  that  mean  ?  One,  more  destructive  power.  It  also  means  an 
added  $2  billion  to  $3  billion  a  year  to  the  national  defense  budget  for  the  United 
States. 

I  prefer  an  honest  negotiation  between  the  Soviet  Union  and  ourselves  where 
both  countries  and  all  mankind  will  be  the  beneficiaries. 

JOB   CREATION 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Charles  Parker,  representing  the  Wisconsin  State 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  All  day  today  we  have  been  talking  about  the  need  for 
jobs.  My  question,  Mr.  President:  Is  there  any  chance  of  legislation  that  would 
enable  better  capital  formation,  so  that  industry  can  grow  in  such  a  way  as  to 
provide  an  increasing  number  of  jobs  ? 

The  President.  Mr.  Parker,  I  made  a  speech  this  morning  that  in  more  detail 
will  answer  the  precise  question  you  have  asked.  But  I  said  at  that  time  that  we 
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need  more  investment  by  the  American  people  for  job  creation,  for  greater 
productivity  in  our  overall  economy. 

I  don't  like  the  term  "capital  formation."  I  vs^ould  rather  have  the  American 
people  invest  in  American  industry  to  provide  jobs.  And  about  a  month  ago, 
Secretary  of  Treasury  Bill  Simon  testified  before  the  House  Committee  on 
Ways  and  Means  on  a  proposal  v^hich  wt  think  is  one  w^ay  to  do  it. 

Now,  there  v^as  some  criticism.  But  it  is  my  feeling  that  if  the  Congress  doesn't 
Hke  our  proposal  to  provide  investment  for  more  jobs,  then  the  Congress  has  an 
obligation  to  come  up  with  its  own  answer.  We  cannot  afford,  if  we  are  to  take 
care  of  the  10  million  more  jobs  that  are  needed  by  1980,  we  must  have  more 
investment  in  America,  and  our  tax  laws  have  to  provide  some  help  in  that 
regard. 

We  have  made  a  recommendation.  If  Congress  doesn't  like  that  proposal,  let 
them  come  up  with  another.  I  just  hope  they  do  better  than  they  have  done  in  the 
energy  program. 

JOB   OPPORTUNITIES 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  John  W.  Maxwell,  Jr.,  president  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Milwaukee  Urban  League.  My  concerns  are  similar  to  those 
that  have  been  expressed  earUer.  Since  World  War  II,  there  have  been  five 
recessions  and/or  depressions.  Among  minorities,  before  there  was  the  oppor- 
tunity for  recovery,  there  was  another  situation  of  decreased  economic  oppor- 
tunities. Blacks,  native  Americans,  and  other  minorities  have  been  biting  the 
bullet  to  the  point  of  lead  poisoning. 

My  question:  How  long  will  this  Nation,  the  richest  nation  in  the  world, 
accept  our  present  unemployment  situation,  particularly  among  the  18-  to  25- 
year-olds,  the  Vietnam  veterans,  and  the  people  of  the  central  cities? 

The  President.  Let  me,  at  the  outset,  say  that  I  recommended  to  the  Con- 
gress— and  Congress  did  pass — an  appropriation  for  the  amount  of  about  $450 
million  for  what  we  call  a  summer  youth  employment  program.  I  was  in  Chicago 
yesterday,  and  I  was  told  by  the  mayor  of  that  city  that  that  program  worked 
extremely  well  this  past  summer.  And  if  it  worked  well  there,  I  hope  it  has 
worked  well  in  Milwaukee  and  other  major  metropolitan  areas. 

We  have  for  the  last  several  years  had  a  program  designed  primarily  to  help 
the  Vietnamese  (Vietnam)  veterans  working  through  the  VA  and  through  other 
governmental  organizations.  It  is  tough,  but  through  the  combined  efforts  of 
a  number  of  departments,  we  have  made  substantial  progress. 

I  am  not  satisfied,  but  between  the  educational  opportunities  under  the  GI 
bill  and  the  other  efforts  that  have  been  made,  the  GI  from  the  Vietnam  war  is. 
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I  think,  doing  as  well  as  we  possibly  can,  looking  at  the  overall  economic  cir- 
cumstances we  face. 

Now,  let  me  assure  you  from  the  point  of  view  of  a  person  that  grew  up 
during  the  Depression,  went  to  school,  worked,  I  have  great  personal  under- 
standing for  those  who  are  out  of  work  for  reasons  beyond  their  own  control. 

The  programs  that  we  have  tried  to  implement — the  unemployment  com- 
pensation program  that  I  mentioned  to  Mr.  Schmitt,  where  we  have  extended 
the  coverage  and  lengthened  the  period,  plus  the  programs  that  we  have  insti- 
tuted to  stimulate  the  economy;  the  housing  program,  where  we  have  invested 
roughly  $12  billion,  as  I  recollect,  under  the  tandem  plan,  is  beginning  to  have 
an  impact  in  the  construction  business,  not  as  much  as  we  would  like. 

But  as  you  look  at  the  spectrum  of  programs  that  I  have  approved,  working 
with  the  Congress,  I  am  optimistic,  not  only  for  the  overall  improvement  but 
for  the  specific  improvement  of  job  opportunities  for  young  people,  the  minori- 
ties. And  if  we  don't  go  off  the  deep  end  with  a  lot  of  programs  that  cost  a  lot 
of  money  that  will  increase  inflation,  I  think  in  the  months  ahead  you  will  be 
pleased  with  the  results. 

FOREIGN  ASSISTANCE 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Shirley  Crinion.  I  am  representing  the 
League  of  Women  Voters  of  Wisconsin.  The  League  believes  that  foreign  aid 
giving  should  be  primarily  a  response  to  humanitarianism  rather  than  to  fur- 
ther United  States  security  goals.  To  what  degree  do  you  support  the  separation 
of  military  and  developmental  aid  ? 

The  President.  I  think  in  many  instances  they,  of  necessity,  have  to  go  hand 
in  hand.  In  some  cases,  military  sales,  military  grant  aid  is  essential  without  any 
economic  assistance. 

On  other  occasions,  I  believe  that  humanitarian  aid  through  the  PL  480 
program,  the  vast  amounts  of  money  that  we  have  made  available  in  foodstuffs 
from  the  American  farmer — I  think  it  is  $25  billion.  Earl,  in  the  last  10  or 
15  years — in  some  instances  humanitarian  aid  with  food  can  stand  on  its  own. 

In  other  cases,  I  think  they  have  to  be  intertwined.  They  are  mutually  com- 
plementary. So,  I  think  you  have  to  take  each  case  on  its  individual  merits — 
some  cases  only  military  assistance,  some  cases  humanitarian  aid,  some  cases  a 
combination. 

I  don't  think  you  and  I  can  write  a  prescription  for  the  whole  world,  all  the 
countries  in  the  world  that  the  United  States  has  helped.  I  think  we  have  to 
look  at  each  case  on  an  individual  basis. 
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MINORITY  BUSINESS 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Edward  Bolton.  I  am  representing  the 
Milwaukee  Business  Federation.  We  appreciate  the  problems  facing  minority 
business  are  similar  in  kind  to  those  facing  big  business.  However,  we  are 
acutely  aware  operationally  that  there  is  a  significant  and  severe  difference  in 
degree.  In  management,  the  legacy  of  unequal  and  marginal  opportunity  has 
left  us  with  limited  skills  and  experience  to  face  a  business  climate  and  tasks 
that  require  an  above-average  capacity. 

Today's  economic  conditions  more  acutely  affect  minority  business  than  it 
does  the  general  business  sector.  Still,  we  are  the  last  to  experience  economic 
upturns  and  the  first  to  feel  the  severely  critical  impact  of  shortages. 

In  regulatory  areas,  we  have  retained  several  specialists  to  complete  the  paper- 
work who  also  get  theirs  off  the  top,  and  most  of  the  time  it  seems  the  rest 
goes  to  the  IRS. 

We  are  somewhat  aware,  Mr.  President,  of  the  existence  of  Federal  aid  and 
support  programs  for  minority  business,  but  as  a  rule  in  the  past  have  not  been 
involved  in  planning,  policymaking,  or  program  decisions. 

A  quasi-poll  of  our  membership  indicates  that  a  majority  of  business  persons 
are  not  familiar  with  the  major  Federal  programs  for  minority  business,  and 
of  the  one-digit  percentage  that  did  respond  positively,  a  majority  indicated 
inadequate  results. 

My  question,  Mr.  President,  is:  What  is  your  Administration  planning  to  do 
to  stabilize  and  develop  minority  business  and  to  mend  this  communication 
gap  between  the  Federal  administration  and  the  actual  minority  business 
community  ? 

The  President.  The  minority  business  effort  is  in  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce, as  I  recollect.  My  impression  is  that  it  has  done  a  good  job  under  difficult 
circumstances.  Rog  Morton — I  will  consult  with  him  tomorrow  to  see  why  it 
isn't  doing  better.  [Laughter]  So,  I  can  assure  you  that  we  recognize  it  is  a  tough 
area  to  take  people  who  are  not  necessarily  trained  in  business  management, 
to  give  them  an  opportunity  to  undertake  an  enterprise  on  their  own.  We  have 
to  help  them  with  money,  with  business  management  techniques,  sales,  et 
cetera. 

I  have  had  some  experience  when  I  was  representing  the  district  over  in 
Michigan,  and  I  saw  some  sad  examples  of  people  who  were  gotten  into  busi- 
ness and  not  carefully  guided,  as  they  had  to  meet  the  payroll,  the  tax  burdens, 
et  cetera.  If  we  are  not  doing  a  good  job  there,  we  will  do  our  utmost  to  improve 
it. 
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Now,  the  SBA  has  a  program  which  is  aimed  at  trying  to  help  with  financial 
assistance.  I  am  sure  it  doesn't  satisfy  everybody,  but  it  is  under  the  management 
of  a  good  man  in  Tom  Kleppe,  and  working  with  Secretary  Morton,  where 
there  are  deficiencies,  I  can  assure  you  we  will  try  to  help  in  Milwaukee  and 
elsewhere. 

PUBLIC  EMPLOYEES  STRIKES 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Robert  Ross  representing  the  Wisconsin  Newspaper 
Association.  Two  short  questions.  One,  what  is  the  President's  attitude  toward 
striking  public  employees,  especially  in  the  areas  of  vital  public  services  as  law 
enforcement,  fire  protection,  and  sanitation.?  And  number  two,  does  your 
Administration  propose  to  take  any  action  to  prevent  or  modify  strikes  in  the 
future  ? 

The  President.  If  my  recollection  is  accurate,  when  we  made  the  Post  Office 
Department  the  Postal  Service,  the  Congress  wrote  into  that  basic  legislation  a 
procedure,  if  there  were  differences  between  management  and  labor  that  they 
couldn't  resolve  at  the  bargaining  table,  they  had  a  procedure  for  negotiation 
with  the  appointment  of,  as  I  recollect,  two  arbitrators,  and  they  picked  the 
third.  And  they  are,  under  that  law,  precluded  from  striking.  That  is  what  the 
Federal  Government  has  done,  and  I  agree  with  that  approach. 

It  is  my  general  view  that  the  employees  working  for  any  unit  of  government 
that  involves  public  health,  public  safety,  must  have  an  agreement  where  there 
should  not  be  a  strike.  There  ought  to  be  a  method  of  negotiation  leading  to 
arbitration  such  as  we  have  in  the  Postal  Service  legislation. 

Now,  there  are  alternative  ways  in  which  it  can  be  done.  One  that  I  think  has 
great  appeal  is  that  if  the  police  or  the  firemen  have  a  dispute  with  the  city  or 
county  officials,  that  both  sides  could  make  their  best  offer — management  its 
best  offer,  labor  its  best  offer — and  have  a  group  of  three  as  arbitrators,  not  to 
narrow  the  differences,  but  to  pick  which  of  the  two  offers  by  labor  or  manage- 
ment is  the  one  in  the  public  interest. 

That  has  been  tried  in  one  or  more  industries  that  I  am  familiar  with.  I  think 
it  has  considerable  merit.  And  therefore,  if  we  move  down  the  road  in  that  di- 
rection, that  approach  seems  to  me  to  be  a  preferable  one. 

I  think  in  the  case  of  the  Postal  Service,  the  negotiation  has  not  required  the 
utilization  of  the  arbitration  procedures.  I  would  hope  that  in  those  areas 
where  the  Federal  Government  has  no  jurisdiction,  such  as  local  units  of  gov- 
ernment or  even  States,  that  either  at  the  State  level  or  at  the  local  level,  they  will 
take  a  look  at  what  the  Postal  Service  has  done  or  the  suggestion  that  I  have 
made.  I  think  it  is  the  way  to  settle  it  and  protect  the  public  interest. 
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EDUCATIONAL   FUNDING 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Father  John  Raynor,  president  of  Mar- 
quette University  here  in  Milwaukee.  Recent  events  have  substantiated  com- 
ments that  you  made  at  the  1974  commencement  at  the  Ohio  University  v^hen 
you  said,  "Our  goal  of  quality  education  is  on  a  collision  course  w^ith  the 
escalating  demands  for  the  public  dollar." 

Your  recent  veto  of  the  education  bill  was  accompanied  by  a  statement  that  you 
supported  educational  funding,  but  that  national  economic  and  budget  condi- 
tions precluded  your  acceptance  of  the  size  of  the  appropriations  being  rec- 
ommended by  Congress. 

My  question  is:  In  light  of  your  directives  to  Federal  agencies  to  solve  the 
problem  betv^een  educational  needs  and  adequate  funding — this  question  is 
two-fold — has  your  Administration  examined  new  funding  policies,  that  would 
it  be  possible  ?  Secondly,  is  it  likely  that  the  Federal  Government  once  again  will 
study  broader  entitlement  programs  such  as  voucher  systems  in  an  attempt  to 
expand  equality  of  access  to  education  at  all  levels  ? 

The  President.  Let  me  say.  Father  Raynor,  that  if  I  recall  precisely  the 
budget  that  I  submitted  for  education,  primary  as  well  as  secondary,  and  higher 
education  for  fiscal  1976,  it  was  a  higher  figure  overall,  in  each  case  above  the 
corresponding  figure  for  the  preceding  year,  is  that  correct?  I  am  almost  certain 
that  is  correct. 

Now,  that  may  not  be  enough  in  the  minds  of  the  prospective  beneficiaries, 
but  I  think  it  does  show  a  recognition  that  we  know  you  have  had  higher  costs, 
at  either  the  higher  education  level  or  the  primary  and  secondary  level. 

Now,  the  Congress — and  I  know  how  they  operate,  I  was  there  for  a  few 
years — [laughter] — they  have  been  under  pressure  to  increase  beyond  what  I 
proposed.  It  seems  to  me  that  what  they  have  appropriated  is  far  more  than  can 
be  justified  under  our  Federal  budgetary  restraints  we  have  at  the  present 
time. 

I  might  add,  in  a  postscript  way,  our  experience  on  vetoes  in  the  past,  this 
past  few  months,  has  been  that  the  Congress  sends  down  a  piece  of  legislation 
that  in  dollars  is  either  too  much  or  in  other  ways  does  not  coincide  with  some 
views  we  have.  By  vetoing  it  and  getting  those  vetoes  sustained,  it  means  that 
the  Congress  has  another  opportunity  to  look  at  whether  they  did  the  right 
thing  or  the  wrong  thing  when  they  sent  the  bill  down  in  the  first  place. 

The  veto  is  a  constitutional  authority  given  to  a  President.  It  is  not  a  nega- 
tive, it  is  an  affirmative  authority.  In  every  instance  where  there  has  been  a  veto 
sustained,  we  have  had  further  negotiation  with  the  Congress,  and  the  net  result 
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has  been  a  reasonable  compromise.  And  I  think  we  can  do  the  same  thing  in  the 
field  of  education. 

Now,  on  the  latter  question,  I  am  a  firm  believer  that  the  public  educational 
system  educates  children  better  if  they  have  competition  from  nonpublic  schools, 
whether  they  are  Catholic,  whether  they  are  Lutheran,  whether  they  are  Jewish, 
whether  they  are  Christian  Reform  in  the  Dutch  background  that  I  had  over  in 
Michigan.  Competition  in  education  makes  better  education  for  all  children. 

Now,  unfortunately,  under  the  Constitution,  as  recently  interpreted  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  some  of  the  plans,  like  the  one  in  Minnesota  or  the  one  in  Penn- 
sylvania, were  thrown  out. 

I  hope  we  can  find  in  a  constitutional  way  a  proper  and  legal  way  to  help  those 
nonpublic  schools  so  that  they  can  compete  adequately  and  effectively  with  the 
public  school  system,  because  the  public  school  system  is  better  off  when  they 
have  somebody  challenging  them  to  see  which  system  can  best  educate  the 
American  children. 

THE  TRUCKING  INDUSTRY 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Jim  Jesinski,  representing  Wisconsin  Team- 
sters Joint  Council  Number  39.  This  morning  Secretary  Butz,  in  his  presenta- 
tion, alluded  to  one  of  the  problems  facing  the  trucking  industry,  namely, 
deregulation. 

If  you  are  successful  in  making  changes  that  will  increase  competition,  then,  in 
theory  at  least,  the  public  would  benefit  from  reduced  rates  with  the  industry 
realizing  reduced  profits.  Considering  that  this  is  an  industry  of  high  capital 
investment,  our  concern  is:  What  steps  will  you  take  to  ensure  that  the  profit 
structure  will  be  sufficient  to  continue  to  encourage  investment  in  this  industry  ? 

The  President.  I  looked  over  and  tentatively  approved  a  working  paper  that 
will  provide  for  some  changes  in  the  ICC's  control  and  jurisdiction  over  the 
trucking  industry.  When  I  get  back  to  Washington,  I  intend  to  have  some 
further  meetings  with  people  in  my  Administration.  And  prior  to  the  submis- 
sion of  any  proposals  to  the  Congress,  I  intend  to  meet  with  representatives  of 
the  trucking  industry  and  representatives  of  the  Teamsters  organization. 

I  am  convinced  that  we  can  stimulate  competition  in  the  trucking  industry 
without  ruining  the  capability  of  that  industry  to  survive  and  compete  in  the 
transportation  area  overall. 

It  will  probably  be  another  2  or  3  weeks  before  we  finalize  our  recommenda- 
tion, but  it  will  be  done  only  after  we  have  had  consultation  with  not  only  man- 
agement on  the  one  side  but  labor  on  the  other.  I  believe  there  are  some  areas,  big 
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areas,  where  competition  can  be  improved,  but  I  don't  want  to  prejudge  it  until 
I  have  had  those  consultations. 

DAY   CARE   CENTERS 

[13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Lois  Quinn  representing  the  Wisconsin 
Women's  Political  Caucus.  We  are  extremely  concerned  about  the  availability 
of  child  care  for  mothers — ^for  the  children  of  mothers  who  work,  often  because 
they  are  the  single  head  of  the  household  or  because  two  family  incomes  are 
required  to  meet  daily  expenses. 

There  are  presently  about  900,000  spaces  in  licensed  day  care  centers  for  chil- 
dren to  serve  more  than  6  million  preschool  children  whose  mothers  are  in  the 
work  force.  The  Mondale-Brademas  bill  presently  in  Congress  would  provide 
services  for  these  children.  Will  you  sign  this  bill  when  passed  by  the  Congress, 
and  if  not,  what  alternatives  do  you  propose  for  families  needing  child  care  for 
their  children  ? 

The  President.  I  presume  the  bill  that  you  refer  to  is  similar  to  the  one  that 
was  very  ardently  proposed  by  an  old  friend  of  mine,  Ogden  Reid.  And  if  that 
is  the  same  bill,  in  all  honesty,  the  cost  is  so  unbelievable  it  just  cannot  be 
included  in  a  budget  in  the  atmosphere  in  which  we  are  living. 

Now,  as  you  have  indicated,  under  legislation  passed  about  6  or  7  years  ago, 
we  do  provide  for  day  care  centers  up  to  around  800,000  working  mothers.  This 
is  a  program  tailored  specifically  to  the  working  mother  who  goes  out,  gets  a 
job,  provides  for  the  income,  and  her  children  are  tak^n  care  of  in  these  day 
care  centers. 

What  I  am  fearful  of  in  the  Reid-Brademas-Mondale  bill,  if  they  are  the  same, 
and  I  suspect  they  are,  you  will  find  that  in  many,  many  cases — at  least  under 
the  Ogden  Reid  bill — it  was  not  just  for  working  mothers.  It  provided  day  care 
help  and  assistance  for  a  good  many  people  who  could  afford  to  pay  for  day 
care  center  care  for  their  own.  And  I  do  not  think  Uncle  Sam  ought  to  pay  or 
subsidize  that  kind  of  a  situation. 

FOREIGN  POLICY 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Robert  Brown,  and  I  am  here  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Inland  Daily  Press  Association,  which  represents  500  daily  news- 
papers located  in  the  Midwestern  part  of  the  country.  First  of  all,  I  want  to 
congratulate  you  and  Mr.  Baroody  on  this  splendid  conference.  Anything  which 
improves  communications  between  your  Administration  and  the  people  is  bound 
to  have  beneficial  results. 

However,  to  give  you  one  example,  as  recently  as  this  month,  we  have  noted 
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that  your  Administration  has  kept  from  the  pubHc  an  important  study — ^nega- 
tive study  about  international  atomic  safeguards.  Today  Secretary  Kissinger  is 
engaged  in  delicate  negotiations  in  the  Mideast  which  will  involve  certain 
commitments  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  These  commitments  and,  in  fact, 
others  made  elsewhere  in  the  world  can  have  profound  impUcations  on  our 
citizens.  My  question  is,  Mr.  President:  Will  you,  as  President  of  the  United 
States,  assure  us  that  any  commitments  made  here  or  elsewhere  in  our  negotia- 
tions with  foreign  governments  be  reported  truthfully  and  in  full  detail  to  our 
citizens  ? 

The  President.  Let  me  assure  you  any  participation  that  the  United  States 
has  in  the  negotiations  between  Israel  on  the  one  hand  and  Egypt  on  the  other, 
any  involvement  that  we  have  or  any  prospective  involvement  will  be  submitted 
to  the  Congress,  whether  it  is  dollars  or  otherwise,  because  the  Congress  in  this 
case,  under  this  Administration,  is  either  going  to  be  a  partner  in  it  or  they  are 
going  to  reject  it. 

We  are  not  going  to  have  any  indecisiveness  as  to  whether  the  Congress  ap- 
proves or  disapproves.  They  are  going  to  be  a  partner  in  it,  and  they  will  have 
to  vote  yes  or  no.  This  is  the  only  way  I  think  we  can  make  sure  that  both  the 
executive  and  the  legislative  branches  of  the  Government  work  together  and 
are  on  the  same  team. 

Now,  I  am  not  going  to  prejudge  what  those  terms  are,  because  they  are  very 
deHcate  negotiations  at  the  present  time  in  the  Middle  East.  But  whatever  is 
agreed  to  by  them,  the  Egyptians  or  the  Israelis,  where  we  have  any  involvement, 
will  be  sent  to  the  Congress.  They  will  have  to  vote  yes  or  no  as  to  whether  they 
support  them.  This  is  the  only  way  to  do  it. 

THE  nation's  mood 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Robert  Foote,  representing  the  Greater  Mil- 
waukee Committee,  and  we  appreciate  the  efforts  that  you  and  your  Administra- 
tion are  making  to  turn  this  country  back  to  the  people.  After  a  few  of  these 
White  House  Conferences  across  the  country,  how  do  you  now  judge  the  mood 
of  the  people  ?  Are  we  ready  to  go  to  work  solving  our  own  problems,  or  do  you 
think  we  are  going  to  continue  to  ask  for  more  help  from  big  brother,  more  and 
bigger  government  ? 

The  President.  I  think  there  is  a  greater  recognition  today  than  at  any  time 
since  I  have  been  in  the  political  arena — which  goes  back  to  1949 — that  the 
Federal  Government  is  not  the  answer  to  all  the  problems  that  beset  individual 
Americans,  States,  or  local  units  of  government. 
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The  conclusion  has  finally  been  reached,  after  the  multitude  of  programs  that 
were  approved  by  the  Congress  in  the  1960's,  that  all  of  those  programs  put 
together  just  have  not  solved  our  domestic,  social,  economic  problems  in  this 
country. 

I  guess  Jim  Lynn  pointed  out  this  morning  we  have  over  a  thousand  categorical 
grant  programs.  And  as  you  look  at  the  cost  and  the  number  of  employees 
involved,  they  just  don't  balance  out  in  many,  many  cases  as  the  answer  to  the 
problems  here  at  home  in  Milwaukee  or  Grand  Rapids  or  elsewhere. 

It  is  my  judgment  that  we  have  turned  a  corner,  and  I  am  going  to  be  out  as 
much  as  I  can,  indicating  that  we  at  the  Federal  Government  level  have  to  help 
the  States  and  the  local  units  of  government  with  money  and  less  categorical 
grant  programs,  because  I  happen  to  believe  that  the  mayors  and  the  Governors 
and  the  State  legislatures  have  a  far  better  understanding  of  the  local  problem 
and  can,  with  the  help  of  the  Federal  Government  in  money,  solve  some  of 
these  problems  better  than  by  dictation  from  Washington,  D.C. 

William  J.  Baroody,  Jr.  [Assistant  to  the  President  for  Public  Liaison].  Mr. 
President,  unfortunately  we  have  time  for  just  one  more  question. 

The  President.  Can  I  add  and  make  three  ? 

Mr.  Baroody.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  your  option.  [Laughter] 

The  President.  We  might  even  go  a  few  more. 

THE  middle  east 

[16.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Frank  Kessler.  I  represent  the  German- Ameri- 
can Societies  of  Milwaukee.  I  wish  I  had  been  question  number  13  because  Mr. 
Brown  took  the  punch  out  of  my  question. 

Now,  we  all  know  that  the  United  States  has  a  considerable  armed  force 
spread  all  over  Europe.  Their  purpose,  of  course,  is  to  support  our  European 
allies  in  keeping  the  Russians  from  taking  a  foothold  in  Western  Europe. 

Now,  newspaper  reports  say  that  Secretary  of  State  Kissinger  has  made  quite 
a  few  commitments  to  Israel,  and  I  have  two  questions. 

Now,  you  can  say  yes  or  no — [laughter] — and  if  for  reasons 

The  President.  Can  I  say  maybe  ?  [Laughter] 

Q.  If  for  reasons  of  security,  you  won't  answer  question  number  one,  I  will 
accept  that.  [Laughter] 

Question  number  one  is:  In  addition  to  financial  help,  do  we  have  to  send  in 
the  Marines  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  believe,  sir,  that  it  would  be  inappropriate  for  me  to 
comment  publicly  on  any  of  the  most  delicate  negotiations  that  are  going  on  at 
the  present  time. 
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Q.  Okay.  Question  number  two  is— [laughter]— in  case  it  is  necessary  for  us 
to  supply  help  to  the  State  of  Israel,  in  case  of  open  Soviet  support  of  an  attack 
by  the  Arab  States,  can  we  count  on  the  assistance  of  the  armed  forces  of  our 
European  allies  or  do  we  have  to  go  it  alone  ? 

The  President.  Number  one — [laughter] — one  of  the  reasons  why  the  United 
States,  through  Secretary  Kissinger  and  myself,  is  working  so  hard  to  try  and  get 
Israel  and  Egypt  to  negotiate  a  further  settlement  of  their  differences  in  the 
Middle  East  is  to  avoid  a  confrontation  between  the  Arab  States  and  Israel. 

I  concede  if  we  had  a  resumption  of  the  1973  Middle  East  war,  it  is  hard  to  fore- 
cast or  predict  what  might  take  place.  As  you  know,  in  1973,  the  Yom  Kippur 
war,  no  European  state  became  involved.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  if  my  memory  is 
accurate,  most  of  the  Western  European  countries  sided  with  the  Arab  nations 
and  against  Israel. 

You  will  also  recall  at  the  height  of  that  war  there  was  a  considerable  amount 
of  information  to  the  effect  that  the  Soviet  Union  was  beginning  an  alert  which 
could  conceivably  have  involved  the  sending  of  Soviet  troops  into  the  Middle 
East.  We,  of  course,  at  that  time,  took  some  action  on  our  part  to  alert  our  forces 
and  warned  all  nations  that  we  would  not  tolerate  outside  assistance. 

I  get  back  to  my  original  comment.  One  of  the  reasons  we  are  working  so  hard 
to  work  with  Egypt  and  Israel  is  to  avoid  a  repetition  of  the  Yom  Kippur  war 
of  1973. 1  think  we  are  going  to  be  successful.  I  am  optimistic,  although  there  are 
the  hardest  points  yet  for  resolution  between  them. 

But  it  is  in  our  interest,  it  is  in  Western  Europe's  interest,  it  is  in  the  interest  of 
the  Soviet  Union  not  to  have  that  volatile  area  again  erupt  into  what  would  be 
the  sixth  war  in  the  last  25  or  30  years. 

That  is  why  we  are  making  every  possible  effort,  reasonably,  responsibly,  to 
avoid  it. 

ENERGY 

[17.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  glad  that  you  overruled  Bill  Baroody,  other- 
wise I  would  have  gotten  cut  out.  My  name  is  Glenn  Anderson,  and  I  represent 
the  Wisconsin  Federation  of  Cooperatives,  which  is  a  voluntary  organization 
of  some  325  cooperative  corporations  which  has  350,000  members  living  in  every 
county  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  The  members  of  this  statewide  organization 
are  very  concerned  about  the  availability  of  energy  and  its  costs.  Cooperatives 
provide  some  50  percent  of  the  fuel  and  fertilizer  for  our  State's  farmers. 

My  question  is  divided  really  into  three  parts.  One,  if  a  comprehensive  energy 
bill  is  not  passed,  what  will  be  the  cost  and  availability  of  fuel  to  farmers  ?  Also, 
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will  natural  gas  be  available  to  our  dairy  and  food-processing  plants  ?  And  lasdy, 
will  crude  oil  be  supplied  to  our  farmer-owned  cooperative  refineries  ? 

The  President.  Well,  if  the  Congress  doesn't  pass  my  energy  program, 
which  I  submitted  in  a  comprehensive  way  in  January,  or  if  they  don't  come  up 
with  their  own  program,  which  they  haven't  done  thus  far,  our  energy  vul- 
nerability becomes  greater  and  greater  to  forces  outside  of  our  control. 

I  can't  understand  why  there  should  be  the  present  stalemate.  The  Congress 
either  ought  to  take  what  I  proposed  or  come  up  with  their  own  solution.  But  to 
sit  there  and  do  nothing  is  unforgivable. 

Now,  the  second  question — or  the  third — as  I  recollect,  was  whether  we,  the 
Federal  Government,  would  guarantee  to  farmers  crude  oil  or  heating  oil  or 
gasoline  or  diesel  oil.  We  will  do  the  best  we  can,  but  the  Congress  does  have 
to  give  us  some  tools.  And  if  we  don't  have  the  tools,  or  if  we  don't  have  the 
crude  oil,  there  is  nothing  we  can  do  about  it. 

Now,  on  the  second  question  involving  natural  gas,  going  back  better  than  a 
year,  I  recommended  the  decontrol  of  natural  gas  in  the  United  States.  Why  ? 
Because,  unless  we  do,  you  are  not  going  to  have  natural  gas  that  is  available 
in  Texas  and  Louisiana  and  in  Oklahoma,  for  example,  crossing  State  lines  to 
States  like  Wisconsin,  Michigan,  North  Carolina,  New  Jersey,  Virginia,  Dela- 
ware, Maryland,  et  cetera. 

The  people  who  own  that  commodity  in  those  three  States,  or  maybe  a  few 
others,  are  not  going  to  sell  that  commodity  at  a  price  that  they  don't  believe  is 
fair.  And  the  net  result  is  that  the  gas  in  those  States  will  remain  there,  will 
not  get  to  Wisconsin  or  Michigan  or  the  other  States,  and  the  worse  aspect  of 
it  is — and  it  is  already  happening — those  States  are  enticing  Michigan  indus- 
try— I  know  for  sure — to  move  from  Michigan  to  Texas  where  they  can  sell 
them  the  natural  gas  at  any  price  they  want  to  charge  them. 

Now,  I  don't  think  that  is  right,  and  I  think  the  Congress  is  negligent  in  not 
deregulating  natural  gas  so  that  it  can  continue  to  come  to  our  State,  to  your 
State,  and  to  the  other  States.  I  just  hope  there  is  a  massive  lobby  to  get  the 
Congress  to  move. 

I  saw  some  statistics  the  other  day  involving  North  Carolina  and  New  Jersey. 
If  we  don't  get  more  natural  gas  moving  through  interstate  pipelines  from  the 
source  to  those  two  States,  the  economic  disaster  in  those  States  will  be  serious. 

And  again,  I  don't  understand  why  Congress  has  not  acted.  You  know,  you 
can  say  the  price  might  go  up,  but  which  is  better,  to  have  the  gas  for  jobs,  for 
homes,  for  factories,  for  schools  at  a  price  that  you  will  have  to  pay,  or  not 
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have  it?  It  is  just  that  cold  and  understandable.  We  will  do  the  best  we  can, 
but  if  you  can  lobby  the  Congress,  I  will  appreciate  your  help. 

COMMUNITY  SERVICES 

[18.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Marshal  Loewi,  representing  United  Com- 
munity Services  of  Greater  Milwaukee,  Milwaukee's  combined  united  fund  and 
planning  council.  We  would  like  to  know  if  it  would  be  possible  to  set  up  a 
direct  working  relationship  between  the  policymaking  Federal  agency  officials 
and  the  voluntary  or  private  planning  and  service  delivery  agencies  of  major 
cities  as  Milwaukee — the  purpose  being  to  make  the  most  of  our  collective  dollar 
and  leadership  resources  in  responding  to  human  needs. 

The  President.  I  don't  know  why  those  arrangements  can't  be  established. 
Primarily  those  services  would  come  from  HEW,  I  would  believe.  There  is  no 
reason,  in  my  judgment,  why  that  arrangement  can't  be  established,  and  we  will 
make  a  note  and  get  our  new  Secretary  of  HEW  to  try  to  move  them. 

STUDENT  LOAN   PROGRAMS 

[19.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Bertram  McNamara,  president  of  the  board  of 
regents  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  System.  College-aged  students  are  find- 
ing it  increasingly  difficult  to  finance  their  education.  The  so-called  needs  cri- 
teria used  in  Federal  aid  programs  cuts  off  eligibility  at  about  $9,000  in  family 
income.  Recent  Census  Bureau  studies  show  that  almost  70  percent  of  all 
American  families  are  thus  ineligible. 

Furthermore,  the  Department  of  Labor's  modest  family  budget  without 
higher  education  requires  about  $14,000  annually.  This  means  that  the  Fed- 
eral aid  programs  discriminate  against  middle-income  families,  including  both 
blue  collar  and  white  collar  workers.  Is  your  Administration  aware  of  this 
problem  ?  If  so,  what  program  changes  are  contemplated  ? 

The  President.  It  is  my  recollection — and  I  stand  to  be  corrected  if  wrong- 
that  we  recommended  in  the  three  or  four  programs — the  loan  guarantee  pro- 
gram, the  basic  opportunity  grant  program,  and  what  is  the  other  one — ^well, 
there  is  another  one — a  work  study  program — better  than  a  billion  dollars,  as  I 
recollect,  has  been  made  available  in  this  current  fiscal  year  for  student  assistance. 

This  is  higher  than  it  was  last  year  in  total.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  is  a  lot 
of  money  to  either  grant  or  loan,  and  if  there  has  to  be  any  correction  in  the 
figure — you  quoted  $9,000 — it  is  my  best  recollection  that  there  is  a  criteria  es- 
tablished by  law  and  there  has  to  be  a  change  in  the  law.  Is  that  correct?  That 
is  my  understanding.  So,  if  there  is  a  change,  we  will  have  to  work  with  the 
Congress. 
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But  let  me  add  one  thing.  We  have  had  these  loan  programs  to  students  in 
higher  education  for  a  number  of  years.  It  is  awfully  disappointing  to  see  the 
very  poor  repayment  schedule  of  a  lot  of  the  students.  I  looked  at  the  figures 
the  other  day,  and  you  get  some  variation,  but  as  I  recall,  it  is  somev^here  betw^een 
25  and  10  percent— hov^  you  judge  it. 

Now,  that  is  not  a  very  good  record  for  students  who  have  borrowed  from 
their  country.  And  it  better  be  better. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Orville  Mertz.  I  am  chairman  of  the  Wisconsin 
Manufacturers  Association.  The  question  that  I  had  dealt  with  the  actions  that 
you  are  taking  selectively  to  deregulate  business  for  the  benefit  of  our  total 
economy.  You  have  really  virtually  answered  that  question  to  my  satisfaction 
already,  so  let  me  just  say  our  hearts  are  with  you,  Mr.  President,  you  and  your 
team,  in  the  job  that  you  are  trying  to  do  and  are  doing.  Thank  you. 

The  President.  That  concludes  the  19,  but  there  is  a  gentleman  back  here 
who  has  been  standing.  I  will  be  glad  to  answer  his  question. 

THE  GREAT  LAKES 

[20.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  want  to  thank  you.  My  name  is  Mosby— William 
Mosby.  I  am  president  of  the  Longshoremen's  Local  815,  Milwaukee.  I  asked 
this  morning  Secretary  Butz  a  question.  I  asked  again  Secretary  Coleman  that 
question.  I  met  him  before  in  various  places.  I  would  like  to  ask  you  a  question. 
I  am  sort  of  in  the  same  position  that  you  2irt— [laughter] 

The  President.  I  am  glad  somebody  shares  those  problems.  [Laughter] 

Q.  I  have  a  lot  of  people  that  I  am  the  president  of  their  organization  and  a  lot 
of  them  are  out  of  work — the  same  as  you,  the  President  of  this  wonderful 
United  States  of  America,  and  a  lot  of  us  are  out  of  work,  our  people. 

About  5  or  6  years  ago,  the  military  units  came  through  and  did  a  survey  of 
the  Great  Lakes  District  as  far  as  shipping  military  cargo.  We  have  not  heard 
why  they  did  not  ship  military  cargo  through  the  Great  Lakes. 

Is  there  anything  that  you  can  do  about  that  and  let  us  have  some  informa- 
tion on  what  can  be  done,  because  we  do  know  that  military  cargo  is  being 
shipped  through  other  ports,  and  I  think  that  not  only  Milwaukee  but  the 
ports  on  the  Great  Lakes  are  equipped,  efficient  to  handle  this  work. 

The  President.  I  must  confess  I  am  no  expert  on  this  precise  problem.  I 
appreciate  your  calling  it  to  my  attention. 

As  one  person  who  was  a  long  fighter  for  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway,  which 
permitted  ocean  shipping  to  come  into  the  Great  Lakes  and  shipping  to  go 
out,  offhand,  without  any  more  information  than  I  have,  I  don't  understand 
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why  military  hardware  can't  be  shipped  from  Great  Lakes  ports  to  wherever 
the  destination  is. 

Q.  Thank  you,  sir. 

The  President.  And  we  will  see  what  we  can  do  about  it. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:30  p.m.  in  the  Grand  Ballroom  at  the  Pfister  Hotel. 

503 

Exchange  With  Reporters  on  Departure  From  Milwaukee. 
August  25,  1973 

WELL,  it  has  been  a  really  great  day  with  a  wide  variety  of  activities  that  I 
think  have  been  very  constructive.  I  leave  Milwaukee  with  great  memories,  and 
I  think  a  good  dialog  between  the  White  House  people,  the  Cabinet,  and  myself 
with  the  people  of  Milwaukee,  and  the  opportunity  to  have  this  dialog,  I  am 
most  appreciative  of. 

Reporter.  What  happened  at  your  meeting  with  Republican  leaders  in  Wis- 
consin, Mr.  President  ? 

The  President.  We  talked  about  how  we  hope  to  increase  the  Republican 
contribution  in  the  political  arena  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  I  think  we  can. 
WeVe  got  good  leadership,  we've  got  good  people,  and  I  think  the  Republican 
Party  can  be  a  stronger  factor  in  the  two-party  system  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  how  influential  is  this  type  of  conference  in  making  your 
decisions  ? 

The  President.  They  are  very  helpful.  We  had  19  organizations  representing 
a  wide  variety  of  political  and  sociological  views.  It  is  helpful  not  only  to  my 
Cabinet  and  my  top  administrative  people  but  it  is  important  to  me  to  get  the 
kind  of  questions  they  ask,  the  suggestions  they  make.  Too  often  I  think  admin- 
istrations in  the  past  have  listened  only  to  the  lobbyists  in  Washington.  What 
we  are  trying  to  do  with  these  various  White  House  Conferences  around  the 
country  is  to  get  the  American  people  from  all  walks  of  life  to  make  construc- 
tive suggestions  and  recommendations.  I  can  assure  you  we  listen  to  them. 

Q.  Of  all  the  suggestions  today,  what  one  particularly  impressed  you? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  I  ought  to  discriminate  against  those  of  one 
kind  or  praise  others.  They  were  all  good,  and  we  will  make  an  honest  effort 
to  evaluate  their  recommendations  and  hopefully  come  up  with  some  answers 
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that  will  satisfy  people  not  only  in  Milwaukee  but  elsewhere  throughout  the 
country. 

Thank  you  very  much,  everybody.  It's  nice  to  see  you  all. 

Reporter.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  7:10  p.m.  at  General  Mitchell  Field. 
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Message  on  the  Observance  of  Women's  Equality  Day,  1975. 
August  26,  1975 

THE  CELEBRATION  of  Women's  EquaHty  Day  reminds  us  of  how  much 
more  needs  to  be  done  to  make  equal  opportunity  a  reaHty  in  our  national  life. 
Last  year  the  United  States  joined  with  nations  around  the  world  in  proclaim- 
ing 1975  as  International  Women's  Year.  This  should  add  even  greater  encour- 
agement to  our  national  goals  in  this  vitally  important  area. 

Women's  EquaUty  Day  gives  me  another  welcome  chance  to  assure  all 
Americans  that  their  Government  is  firmly  committed  to  achieving  a  record 
during  this  important  year  which  will  be  a  source  of  national  pride  to  us  and 
inspiration  to  others.  We  are  determined  to  make  our  Government  a  showcase 
of  equal  opportunity.  Guided  by  the  firm  belief  that  our  Nation  derives  its 
vitality  from  this  basic  concept,  we  shall  not  waiver  in  our  task  to  make  it  the 
cornerstone  of  daily  life  throughout  our  country. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
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Statement  on  the  Death  of  Emperor  Haile  Selassie  of  Ethiopia. 

August  27,  1973 

IT  IS  with  the  deepest  regret  that  we  have  learned  of  the  death  of  Emperor 
Haile  Selassie.  For  five  decades,  he  was  a  towering  leader  not  only  of  his  own 
country  but  of  the  entire  African  Continent.  At  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  his 
country,  he  was  an  inspiration  to  everyone  around  the  world  who  believes  in 
national  independence  and  peace  with  freedom  among  nations.  As  a  friend  of 
this  country  and  as  a  symbol  of  the  emergence  of  developing  nations,  he  will  be 
greatly  missed.  But  his  achievements— peaceful  cooperation  among  African 
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States  and  between  African  States  and  the  rest  of  the  world — ^will  live  on  and 
continue  to  have  fullest  American  support. 

note:  Haile  Selassie  was  Emperor  from  1930  to  1974. 
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Special  Message  to  the  Congress  on  the  Federal  Civilian  and 
Military  Pay  Increases.     August  29 r  1975 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Consideration  of  an  adjustment  in  Federal  white  collar  pay  comes  at  a  time 
when,  although  the  economy  is  recovering,  unsettling  conditions  are  still  ad- 
versely affecting  the  Nation's  general  welfare. 

Under  the  Pay  Comparability  Act  of  1970,  an  adjustment  in  Federal  white 
collar  pay  will  be  required  on  October  1. 

I  have  reviewed  the  report  of  my  "pay  agent"  and  the  recommendations  of 
the  Advisory  Committee  on  Federal  Pay  relative  to  a  pay  adjustment.  Their  find- 
ings indicate  that  an  8.66  percent  increase  will  be  required  to  achieve  com- 
parability with  the  private  sector.  I  would  normally  order  such  a  pay  raise  in 
recognition  of  the  loyal  service  given  the  country  by  the  Government's  civilian 
and  military  personnel. 

However,  pay  comparability  must  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  the  country's 
current  economic  situation.  Inflation,  unemployment  and  recession  continue  to 
cause  hardships  on  American  consumers,  workers  and  taxpayers — ^with  inflation 
showing  a  new  spurt  which  hits  hardest  at  the  jobless  and  the  disadvantaged. 

I  have  attempted  to  curtail  inflation  by  proposing  Federal  cost-saving  measures 
and  drawing  the  line  at  a  $60  billion  deficit.  However,  with  Congressional  inac- 
tion on  the  expenditure  reduction  proposals  made  in  my  budget,  this  proposed 
deficit  has  already  been  exceeded  by  more  than  $1  biUion  and  will  increase 
month  after  month  unless  there  is  new  fiscal  restraint. 

A  Federal  white  collar  pay  increase  at  the  proposed  8.66  percent  figure  would 
add  more  than  $3|^  billion  to  Federal  expenditures.  A  five  percent  increase,  as  I 
proposed  in  my  budget,  would  reduce  these  expenditures  by  about  $1.6  billion. 

Over  the  past  several  months,  I  have  had  to  veto  legislation  involving  a  num- 
ber of  programs  because  of  the  costs  involved.  This  meant  some  curtailment  in 
the  future  expectations  of  many  Americans.  However,  the  cost  impact  of  these 
proposals  would  have  added  to  inflationary  pressures  and  thus  proven  to  be  a 
hoax  rather  than  a  help. 
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My  overriding  objective  is  to  achieve  national  economic  stability  for  all 
Americans.  Full  comparability  pay,  at  this  time,  is  inconsistent  v^ith  my  course 
of  action  to  build  a  strong  and  stable  economy  and  to  bring  inflation  und^r  con- 
trol. Therefore,  the  size  of  the  proposed  pay  raise  must  be  temporarily  restrained 
for  the  economic  v^ell-being  of  the  Nation  as  a  w^hole. 

The  pay  act  gives  me  the  authority  to  propose  w^hatever  alternative  pay  adjust- 
ment I  consider  appropriate  in  the  light  of  "economic  conditions  affecting  the 
general  welfare."  The  pay  increase  I  have  chosen  v^ill  allow  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment to  lead  the  fight  against  inflation  by  example,  and  not  just  words  alone. 

It  is  my  considered  judgment  that  the  salary  adjustment  should  level  off  at 
the  five  percent  increase  which  I  called  for  last  January.  I  strongly  urge  the 
Congress  to  support  the  alternative  recommendation  which  is  attached. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
August  29,  1975. 

note:  The  President's  pay  comparability  alternative  plan  is  printed  in  the  Weekly  Compilation  of  Presiden- 
tial Documents  (vol.  11,  p.  910). 
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Statement  on  the  Death  of  Former  President  Eamon  de  Valera 

of  Ireland.     August  29,  1915 

IT  IS  with  profound  regret  that  I  have  learned  of  the  death  of  Eamon  de  Valera, 
the  former  President  of  Ireland.  I  extend  my  deepest  sympathy  and  that  of  the 
American  people  to  his  family  and  to  the  people  and  the  Government  of 
Ireland.  For  half  a  century,  Mr.  de  Valera  v^as  a  symbol  of  Ireland's  ideals  and 
aspirations.  He  served  the  Irish  people  devotedly  and  unstintingly,  as  parlia- 
mentarian. Prime  Minister,  and  as  President  for  14  years.  Mr.  de  Valera  also 
personified  the  ties  of  kinship  and  friendship  betw^een  Ireland  and  the  United 
States.  Together  v^ith  the  Irish  people,  vi^e  mourn  his  passing. 

note:  Eamon  de  Valera  was  Prime  Minister  1932-48,  1951-54,  and  1957-59,  and  President  1959-73. 
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Remarks  at  the  Maine  AFL-CIO  Field  Day  Program  in  Augusta. 

August  30,  1975 

Thank,  you  very,  very  much,  Governor  ]im  Longley.  Mr.  Dorshy,  my  good 
friends  Senator  Ed  Mus\ie  and  Bill  Hathaway,  my  good  friends  Bill  Cohen 
and  Dave  Emery— Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  where  I  had  the 
privilege  of  serving  so  long  in  Washington,  D.C. — Mayor  Elvin,  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 

It  is  a  great  privilege  and  great  pleasure  for  me  to  be  in  the  State  of  Maine, 
and  I  thank  you  for  the  very  warm  and  very  friendly  welcome.  It  is  just  wonder- 
ful being  here.  And  let  me  express  my  deep  appreciation  and  gratitude  to  your 
fine  Governor.  I  have  gotten  to  know  him  since  his  election  last  November, 
and  he  has  been  helpful,  cooperative,  friendly,  and  we  have  developed  a  good 
personal  relationship.  And  I  thank  you.  Governor,  for  your  kind  words  this 
morning. 

I  have  known,  of  course,  Ed  Muskie  and  Bill  Hathaway  a  long  time.  I  worked 
closely  with  Bill  Cohen.  I  have  gotten  to  know  Dave  Emery.  And  although 
there  may  be  some  differences  in  party  labels,  I  am  always  delighted  to  work 
with  your  delegation  in  trying  to  solve  not  only  the  problems  of  Maine  but  the 
problems  that  we  face  in  this  country.  And  I  thank  all  four  of  you  for  being 
here  this  morning. 

I  especially  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Dorsky  for  inviting  me  to  participate  in  this 
wonderful  project  and  to  be  here  this  morning,  showing  the  unanimity  and 
unity  that  we  can  have  when  we  face  some  of  the  overall  civic  community 
projects  that  must  be  done  if  we  are  to  help  those  less  fortunate  than  ourselves. 

Let  me  say  on  behalf  of  the  children  of  Pineland  Hospital  and  Training 
Center,  may  I  thank  all  of  you  that  are  here  today  for  your  participation  and 
your  contribution  to  provide  them  with  this  much  needed  therapeutic  swim- 
ming pool. 

If  there  is  anyone  who  recognizes  and  values  the  therapeutic  benefits  of  a 
swimming  pool,  it's  myself.  And  I  salute  the  Maine  AFL-CIO,  its  members,  its 
friends,  its  supporters,  for  bringing  this  pool,  this  means  of  therapy,  this  means 
of  a  Uttle  bit  of  happiness  as  well  into  the  lives  of  these  unfortunate  and  troubled 
children.  On  behalf  of  all  of  your  fellow  citizens  around  the  country,  I  express 
their  appreciation  for  your  efforts. 

Governor  Longley  and  I  have  one  thing  in  common:  In  college,  we  both 
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won  our  letter  in  football.  But  frankly,  I  am  always  a  little  apprehensive  when 
a  former  football  player  introduces  me. 

It  all  goes  back  some  time  ago  when  I  was  introduced  by  a  former  teammate 
at  the  University  of  Michigan,  where  I  played  a  good  many  years  ago.  This 
friend  of  mine  got  up,  and  he  said,  "Ladies  and  gentlemen,  it  might  interest 
you  to  know  that  I  played  football  with  Jerry  Ford  for  2  years,  and  it  made  a 
lasting  impression  on  me.  I  was  quarterback.  Jerry  Ford  was  the  center.  And  you 
might  say  it  gave  me  a  completely  different  view  of  the  President!"  [Laughter] 

As  a  nation,  we  pause  this  weekend  to  pay  tribute  to  our  country's  working 
people.  Let  us  this  year  give  this  weekend  a  very  special  meaning  by  considering 
not  only  the  working  people  but  the  millions  of  our  fellow  citizens  who  are  out 
of  work  through  no  fault  of  their  own. 

So  today,  I  will  address  myself  to  the  working  people  and  to  those  who  are 
temporarily  unemployed  in  Maine,  elsewhere  in  New  England,  and  all  over 
America. 

Here  in  Maine  and  throughout  New  England  you  have  a  work  ethic  of 
individual  enterprise,  Yankee  ingenuity,  skilled  craftsmanship,  and  an  inde- 
pendent spirit  devoted  to  freedom.  Your  determination  is  as  enduring  as  your 
legendary  rock-ribbed  coasts. 

But  you,  like  many  other  Americans,  have  endured  more  than  your  share. 
You  are  among  the  citizens  who  suffered  the  heaviest  impact  of  the  recession, 
inflation,  unemployment,  and  the  energy  crisis.  I  am  especially  aware  of  the 
special  burden  of  the  energy  crunch  on  Maine  and  your  neighboring  States  in 
New  England.  I  am  also  aware  of  the  frustration  of  individuals  on  fixed  incomes. 

Labor  Day  is  no  holiday  for  those  who  are  out  of  work.  The  level  of  unem- 
ployment in  the  United  States  is  too  high  today  by  any  standard. 

I  have  heard  some  references  to  so-called  acceptable  rates  of  unemployment. 
I  do  not  recognize  the  acceptability  of  any  level  of  unemployment  as  long  as 
there  are  people  who  want  to  work  and  can't  find  jobs. 

We  in  Washington  are  determined  to  help  create  enough  new  jobs,  on  a 
sound  economic  basis  to  make  every  day  a  real  Labor  Day.  And  we  are  going 
to  do  it. 

When  statistics  are  published  on  the  loss  of  jobs,  there  are  some  losses  which 
are  not  published.  I  refer  to  the  loss  of  hope  among  the  high  school  and  col- 
lege graduates  seeking  their  first  job,  the  loss  of  self-esteem  among  the  heads 
of  households  who  are  laid  off,  the  loss  of  security  and  living  standards  that 
people  worked  for  years  to  achieve,  and  most  important  of  all,  the  loss  of  faith 
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in  America's  future.  These  are  very  tragic  losses.  They  are  losses  that  the  United 
States  of  America  cannot  and  will  not  endure. 

Today,  I  reaffirm  to  you  and  to  millions  all  over  this  great  country  my  pledge 
to  do  everything  in  my  pov^er  to  generate  new^  jobs.  But  to  achieve  the  stability 
that  we  want,  I  will  continue  to  oppose  stopgap  programs  that  we  cannot  afford, 
programs  conceived  in  panic  and,  to  some  extent  perhaps,  in  partisanship 
that  will  lead  to  nothing  but  new  rounds  of  inflation  and  even  worse  unem- 
ployment. 

Our  system  in  America  now  provides  85  million  jobs.  This  represents  some 
26  miUion  more  jobs  than  existed  in  America  25  years  ago.  It  represents  about 
1,200,000  more  jobs  than  last  March,  indicating  a  trend  in  the  right  direction. 

I  agree  with  George  Meany  that  jobs  are  what  Labor  Day  is  all  about.  And 
I  join  with  all  working  people  on  this  occasion  when  America  honors  its 
workers,  organized  and  unorganized,  in  a  determined  resolve  to  put  America 
back  to  work. 

The  door  of  the  White  House  is  open,  as  it  has  been  since  I  became  President, 
to  those  who  champion  the  cause  of  America's  working  people.  And  as  long  as 
I  remain  in  this  office,  that  door  will  always  be  open.  And  obviously,  neither  I 
nor  the  Members  of  the  Congress  on  both  sides  of  the  aisle  will  close  our  hearts 
to  the  plight  of  millions  who  are  unable  to  find  work. 

There  have  been  some  favorable  indicators  of  an  easing  of  the  recession.  The 
rate  of  inflation  this  year  is  much  less  than  it  was  a  year  ago.  But  the  creation 
of  new  jobs  is  going  to  be  a  tough  job  for  all  of  us.  Making  sure  that  jobs  that 
exist  in  our  economy  must  be  jobs  that  provide  a  good  future — ^real  jobs  and 
not  make  work  jobs — this  is  going  to  be  very  difficult.  And  I  don't  want  to  kid 
you. 

We  have  been  making  some  progress,  as  I  said  a  moment  ago.  Since  March, 
over  a  million  more  people  are  gainfully  employed,  even  though  the  unem- 
ployment statistics  are  far  too  high.  But  to  get  back  to  where  we  were  just  a 
year  ago,  we  must  produce  3,200,000  more  jobs.  And  each  year  from  now  until 
1980,  some  5  years,  as  our  labor  force  expands,  our  economy  must  provide  work 
for  another  1.6  million  people.  By  1980,  we  must  have  created  11  million  more 
jobs  as  our  population  grows  and  our  economy  expands. 

This  is  a  big  order.  It  cannot  be  filled  by  government  alone  or  by  industry 
alone  or  by  unions  or  politicians  acting  on  their  own.  But  the  problem  can  and 
will  be  solved  if  we  all  work  together,  just  as  you  in  this  hall  today  united  to 
help  those  less  fortunate  than  ourselves.  It  can  be  solved  with  the  spirit  of  joint 
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cooperation,  demonstrated  by  a  labor-management  committee  that  works  with 
me  in  the  White  House. 

We  have  developed  a  strong,  flexible  collective  bargaining  system  which 
stands,  in  my  judgment,  as  a  tribute  to  the  men  and  women  of  labor  and  man- 
agement who  have  devoted  themselves  to  building  a  better  America. 

While  the  government,  as  I  said  a  moment  ago,  can't  do  everything,  it  can 
do  some  things.  It  can  help  stimulate  the  private  sector  of  the  economy  to 
create  jobs,  the  jobs  that  are  needed  to  put  people  to  work  and  provide  work 
for  those  entering  the  labor  force. 

During  the  past  year,  American  workers  and  businesses  received  a  Federal 
tax  cut  to  increase  purchasing  power  and  to  stimulate  growth  in  our  economy. 
It  did  generate  jobs,  and  it  did  generate  movement  toward  economic  recovery. 

While  the  unemployment  insurance  system  is  no  permanent  solution — ^we  all 
know  that,  no  permanent  solution  to  the  joblessness  that  we  face  today — it 
temporarily  keeps  individuals  and  our  society  functioning. 

Some  $20  billion  in  benefits  will  be  disbursed  in  1975,  this  calendar  year, 
providing  a  means  of  income  maintenance  for  our  unemployed  workers.  That 
money  pumped  into  the  economy  serves  as  another  built-in  stabilizer  by  pro- 
viding purchasing  power  to  the  unemployed  worker. 

This  year,  we  increased  the  number  of  weeks  of  unemployment  compen- 
sation from  39  to  65.  We  extended  the  coverage  of  unemployment  insurance 
to  12  million  people  not  previously  protected.  I  have  proposed  to  the  Congress 
other  necessary  improvements  to  be  made  in  such  areas  as  adequacy  and  dura- 
tion of  coverage.  Using  new  insights  and  some  of  our  more  recent  experience, 
we  will  work  with  the  Congress  to  improve  this  system. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  some  workers  in  Maine  and  elsewhere  have  lost  their 
job  as  a  result  of  imports  from  abroad.  Last  May,  for  example,  just  a  few 
months  ago,  some  300  employees  of  the  Allen  Quimby  Veneer  Company  in 
Bingham,  Maine,  became  the  first  workers  to  be  certified  under  the  Trade  Act 
of  1974  as  eligible  for  adjustment  assistance. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  nearly  40-year  history  of  unemployment  compensa- 
tion in  the  State  of  Maine,  your  State  applied  this  month  for  a  $2,400,000 
Federal  loan  to  pay  unemployment  insurance  benefits  starting  in  September. 
This  is  a  role  that  the  Federal  Government  can  play  in  these  unique  circum- 
stances that  we  face,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  today  we  are  granting  Maine's 
request. 

Now,  I  can't  stress  too  much  that  this  Administration  recognizes  the  equal 
importance  to  recovery  of  controlling  inflation  and  creating  good  jobs.  These 


1250 


August  30  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1975  [508] 

joint  goals,  controlling  inflation  and  creating  new  jobs,  are  essential  to  our  pro- 
grams of  restoring  the  strength  of  our  economy. 

All  of  us— labor,  management,  government— must  work  together  if  we  are 
to  achieve  long-term  economic  health. 

I  call  on  business,  I  call  on  industry  to  do  everything  possible  to  bring  back 
our  laid-off  workers,  to  reassess  the  job  assignments  of  those  employed  be- 
neath their  true  qualifications,  and  to  give  new  opportunities  to  young  people 
eager  to  join  the  labor  force. 

I  appeal  not  only  to  the  patriotism  and  courage  and  determination  of  Amer- 
ica's working  people  but  to  those  same  qualities  in  our  business  community. 

I  ask  managers  to  take  a  new  look  at  ways  they  can  expand  productivity  to 
make  possible  the  rehiring  and  the  new  hiring  of  workers,  and  I  ask  them  to  be 
more  aggressive  in  seeking  new  markets  at  home  and  abroad  to  create  new 
jobs. 

Economic  progress  depends  on  our  ability  to  foster  capital  investment  and  to 
increase  the  productivity  of  our  workers  the  length  and  the  breadth  of  this 
country.  The  share  of  our  gross  national  product  committed  to  private  invest- 
ment must  increase  over  the  next  few  years  if  we  are  able  to  reach  our  economic 
potential.  Economists  predict,  or  I  should  say,  estimate  that  the  total  invest- 
ment requirements  could  be  in  excess  of  $4  trillion.  And  I  had  the  privilege, 
riding  from  the  airport  to  this  community  center,  of  talking  with  your  Gov- 
ernor, indicating  to  him  some  of  the  thoughts  that  I  would  express  here  today. 
And  I  was  pleased  and  delighted  to  learn  that  in  Maine  he  is  approaching  the 
problem  in  a  similar  way,  seeking  to  expand  industry  by  making  certain  that 
there  is  adequate  investment  capability. 

As  we  look  at  the  history  of  recent  years,  however,  overall,  we  find  that  our 
financial  ability  to  increase  production  is  declining.  This  decline  is  curtailing 
needed  growth  in  jobs,  in  income.  It  undermines  seriously  our  capability  to 
compete  abroad. 

Once  this  becomes  clear,  I  am  confident  that  there  will  be  an  understanding  of 
the  need  for  tax  policies  to  channel  our  resources  into  the  expansion  of  produc- 
tive capacity. 

We  must  not,  under  any  circumstances,  condemn  our  fellow  citizens  to  un- 
employment because  the  modern  tools  needed  to  compete  in  world  markets  are 
lacking. 

This  Administration  has  proposed  some  reforms  to  the  Congress  to  stimulate 
what  economists  call  capital  formation  through  tax  incentives.  I  like  a  better 
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definition  or  a  better  combination  of  words.  I  prefer  the  term  "job  creation." 
That  is  what  my  recommendations  are  all  about. 

I  ask  the  Congress  to  join  with  me  in  this  firm  commitment  to  our  Nation's 
future,  to  more  jobs,  to  more  income,  and  full  economic  recovery. 

To  ensure  a  strong  economic  system,  we  must  maintain,  of  course,  in  con- 
junction, an  antitrust  policy  which  validates  our  commitment  to  competitive 
markets. 

As  we  reduce  government  regulation  of  business,  we  must  be  absolutely  cer- 
tain that  our  antitrust  laws  are  vigorously  enforced,  and  they  will  be. 

Competition,  when  freed  of  government  regulation  and  supported  by  anti- 
trust laws,  is  the  driving  force  of  our  economy.  It  will  drive  costs  down  and 
assure  new  jobs.  This  is  actually  the  story  of  America's  amazing  growth  over 
some  200  years. 

Let  me  emphasize  that  this  is  not  an  administration  of  special  interests,  not 
of  business  interests,  not  of  labor  interests.  We  are  doing  our  very  best  to  make 
this  an  administration  of  public  interests.  We  will  not  permit  the  continuation 
of  monopoly  privilege,  which  is  not  in  the  public  interest. 

It  is  my  job  and  your  job,  the  job  of  the  Congress,  the  job  of  everybody,  to 
open  the  American  marketplace.  It  is  our  job,  collectively,  to  create  new  jobs. 
And  as  we  work  conscientiously  and  seriously  to  overcome  the  problems  of  in- 
dividuals, let  us  remember  our  Founding  Fathers'  vision  of  a  nation  in  which 
people  work  together  for  the  common  good. 

I  have  often  stated  my  deep  conviction  that  we  must  have  a  national  defense 
second  to  none.  Labor  has  stood  at  the  forefront  of  the  defense  of  liberty,  in  war 
or  in  peace.  But  defense  must  rest  upon  more  than  arms,  upon  more  than  armies. 
Defense  depends  upon  the  strength  of  the  American  individual,  the  unity  of  the 
American  family,  the  food  in  the  American  kitchen,  and  the  self-esteem 
that  goes  with  the  American  paycheck. 

We  must  maintain  the  social  fabric  of  America  for  the  national  defense  to  be 
credible.  If  we  cannot  believe  in  ourselves  and  in  our  future  as  a  nation,  what 
will  there  be  left  to  defend  ? 

Two  hundred  years  ago,  American  patriots— working  people,  business  people, 
and  farming  people— risked  their  lives  so  that  this  Nation  might  be  born.  To 
win  independence,  they  surmounted  great  individual  differences  in  background, 
culture,  and  oudook.  They  worked,  they  fought,  and  they  died  together  for  a 
common  cause  none  of  them  could  have  achieved  alone. 

Although  conditions  have  changed  gready  in  200  years,  I  am  fully  confident 
that  the  spirit  that  saw  us  through  in  1776  will  guide  us  to  an  even  greater  future 
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in  the  years  ahead.  I  know  that  the  working  men  and  women  of  America  will  be 
in  the  forefront.  They  have  been  in  the  past,  they  will  in  the  future.  We  depend 
upon  them,  and  we  honor  them. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   10:10  a.m.  at  the       and  Training  Center  for  Retarded  Children. 
Augusta  Civic  Center.  The  field  day  program  was  In  his  opening  remarks,  the  President  referred  to 

sponsored  for  the  benefit  of  the  Pineland  Hospital       Ben  Dorsky,  Maine  AFL-CIO  president. 
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Remarks  at  a  Republican  Party  Fundraising  Luncheon  in 
Portland,  Maine.     August  30,  1975 

Thanks  you  very,  very  much,  ]acJ{.  Bill  Cohen,  Dave  Emery,  Mrs,  Bickjnore, 
ladies  and  gentlemen: 

It  is  a  very,  very  great  privilege  and  a  very  high  honor  to  have  the  opportunity 
of  participating  in  this  v^onderful  function  today,  not  only  because  of  the  great 
crowds  you  have  but  the  enthusiasm  that  I  detect. 

There  is  a  special  dividend  about  traveling  to  various  parts  of  the  country  that 
I  haven't  been  to  too  frequently  or  too  recently,  in  that  you  see  some  old  and 
very  dear  friends,  people  that  you  worked  with,  people  that  you  have  known, 
individuals  with  whom  you  have  a  very  fine  relationship,  or  did,  over  a  period 
of  time. 

And  let  me  say  at  this  point  it's  nice  to  see  Bob  Hale,  who  was  a  real  stalwart 
oldtimer  when  I  came  to  the  Congress  in  January  of  1949,  and  who  was  very 
kind  and  friendly,  most  helpful.  Bob,  it's  good  to  see  you. 

And  then,  Stan  Tupper,  who  was  extremely  helpful  at  a  time  when  I  decided 
to  make  a  challenge  for  the  Republican  leadership  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives against  some  considerable  odds.  And  Stan  was  extremely  helpful.  Stan,  I 
thank  you  for  embarking  me  on  this  present  course.  None  of  us  suspected  it, 
but  you  were  a  very  important  part  in  it,  and  I  thank  you  very  much. 

And  then  I  have  had  the  opportunity  over  a  period  of  time  and  various 
incidents  and  capacities  to  know  two  of  your  fine  Governors — Governor  Cross 
and  Governor  Reed.  And  I  thank  them  for  the  relationship  that  I  had  with 
them,  and  I  thank  them  for  their  contributions  to  Maine  as  well  as  to  the 
country. 

Very  few  of  you  know  that  I  came  to  Maine  for  some  considerable  period  of 
time  before  some  of  you  were  born  and  had  a  very  wonderful  experience  here 
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in  your  great  State.  And  it  is  a  pleasure  to  see  an  old  friend  of  mine,  and  his 
lovely  bride,  Gardner  Brown.  Thank  you  very  much  for  coming,  Gardner  and 
Susan. 

Let  me  express  very  deeply  and  very  appreciatively  the  overly  generous 
remarks  that  Bill  Cohen  made.  I  just  hope  and  trust  that  in  the  months  and  years 
ahead  that  I  can  fully  justify  the  kind  and  very  greatly  appreciated  remarks  that 
he  made.  And  in  the  course  of  serving  some  25  years  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, you  get  to  those  that  come  and  those  that  v^ill  go  rather  rapidly  and 
those  that  v^ill  stay  because  they  have  merit  in  the  job  they  do  on  behalf  of 
the  country,  but  equally  important,  the  job  that  they  will  do  on  behalf  of  the 
people  that  they  represent. 

Some  people  who  come  to  the  House,  they  are  like  Greyhound  buses,  they 
come  and  go  very  quickly.  But  Bill  Cohen,  I  could  tell  the  minute  he  walked  in, 
was  a  person  who  had  great  capability  and  he  has  done  everything,  not  only  up 
to  the  expectations  but  beyond  the  expectations  that  I  would  have  anticipated. 
And  Bill,  I  thank  you  very,  very  much. 

And  although  I  was  not  in  the  House  of  Representatives  when  Dave  came 
and  was  sworn  in,  I  have  had  the  privilege  and  the  opportunity  to  get  to  know 
him.  And  based  on  this  bank  of  knowledge  that  you  acquire,  if  you  have  been 
in  the  House,  particularly  in  the  leadership,  you  can  detect  quality.  And  it  is  my 
judgment,  in  Dave  you  have  a  new,  young  Congressman  with  great  quality; 
keep  him  there. 

The  thing  that  I  like  about  both  of  them,  they  are  team  players.  They  work 
together.  I  have  talked  to  Bill  and  Dave  about  a  matter  that's  of  great  concern, 
and  properly  so,  as  far  as  the  State  of  Maine  is  concerned.  And  that's  the  so- 
called  200-mile  limit.  Now,  Bill  was  one  of  the  initiators,  and  Dave  has  carried- 
on  along  with  Bill  to  protect  your  coast  and  the  waters  that  are  adjacent  to  it. 

I  believe  in  the  concept  of  the  200-mile  limit.  In  the  executive  branch,  we 
have  a  litde  different  problem.  We  are  in  the  process,  and  have  been  for  some 
months,  of  negotiating  on  a  worldwide  basis  a  200-mile  limit  with  a  number  of 
other  very  important  relationships  between  countries,  land  and  water,  in  the 
Law  of  the  Sea  Conference.  The  United  States  is  pushing  hard,  has  been,  is 
and  will  particularly,  for  a  200-mile  limit. 

And  I  just  want  you  to  know  that  people  like  Bill  and  Dave  are  leading  the 
fight  in  this  extremely  important  area  in  the  Congress  while  we  in  the  executive 
branch  are  pushing  equally  strongly  in  the  world  forum  for  the  accomplish- 
ment and  the  achievement  of  this  limit  as  well  as  the  other  relationships  that  are 
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so  vital  for  all  of  us  in  the  world  in  which  we  live.  And  I  thank  you,  Bill  and 
Dave,  for  the  work  you  are  doing  in  this  regard. 

I  think  it  is  perfectly  obvious  that  I  have  looked  forward  to  coming  to  Maine 
for  a  long,  long  time.  I  like  your  people,  I  love  the  country,  and  I  am  just 
delighted  to  see  what  I  see  here  today. 

I  am  especially  pleased  to  see  so  many  young  people  in  the  audience,  I  think 
that  typifies  the  spirit  and  the  actuaUty  of  the  Republican  Party  in  Maine.  I 
don't  want  you  to  cross  off  us  oldtimers,  but  we  need  the  young  people  in  our 
political  party,  because  they  are  going  to  be  the  strength  not  only  in  the  next 
election  but  they  are  going  to  embrace  and  make  actual  the  things  that  we 
believe  in,  the  principles  that  we  espouse,  and  those  that  we  are  dedicated  to. 

I  think  the  best  illustration  of  the  youth  in  your  party  is  the  fact  that  you  have 
two  young  Congressmen,  a  young  State  chairman,  a  young  executive  director,  a 
State  Senate  majority  that  is,  as  I  am  told,  15  years  younger  on  the  average  than 
their  Democratic  counterparts. 

And  the  point  is  quite  clear:  Here  in  Maine  we  can  all  say  with  great  pride, 
Republicans  have  their  eyes  firmly  fixed  on  the  future  instead  of  their  feet 
frozen  in  the  past. 

Seventy-five  years  ago,  the  Speaker  of  the  United  States  House  of  Representa- 
tives, Thomas  Brackett  Reed  came  to  this  great  city  of  Portland  and  said,  and 
here  I  quote:  "Here's  to  the  State  of  Maine,  the  land  of  the  bluest  skies,  the 
greenest  earth,  the  richest  air,  the  strongest  and,  what  is  better,  the  sturdiest 
men,  the  fairest  and,  what  is  best  of  all,  the  truest  women  under  the  sun." 

I  come  to  Portland  today  to  second  that  motion.  [Laughter]^ 

I  don't  think  there  is  a  better  place  than  Portland  and  no  better  way  than  a 
good  old-fashioned  clambake  to  celebrate  the  last  weekend  of  summer.  I  ob- 
viously appreciate  your  invitation  and  thank  you  for  the  extremely  warm 
welcome. 

You  know,  it's  easy  to  see  that  Maine  Republicans  are  enthusiastic,  along  with 
a  lot  of  other  people  in  the  great  State  of  Maine.  It  appears  to  me  that  this 
enthusiasm,  which  I  think  is  vital  and  necessary  not  only  for  the  Republican 
Party  but  for  Maine  and  the  country,  is  contagious,  and  I  congratulate  you  for  it. 

I  have  seen  this  kind  of  enthusiasm  as  I  have  been  privileged  to  travel  around 
the  United  States.  This  enthusiasm  is  infectious,  and  everyplace  I  go  I  like  what 
I  see  as  far  as  the  Republican  Party  is  concerned  and  what  I  see  among  our 
fellow  Americans  generally.  If  we  can  keep  this  kind  of  enthusiasm  going  for 
the  next  14  months,  I  predict  that  1976  will  be  a  year  of  victory  for  the  Repub- 
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lican  Party  in  Maine  as  well  as  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  and  you  can  lead 
the  pack. 

Because  Maine  has  been  traditionally  a  bellwether  State  as  far  as  national 
politics  is  concerned,  the  Republican  Party  here  has  not  only  a  great  oppor- 
tunity but,  in  my  judgment,  a  great  responsibiUty  to  field  the  best  candidates, 
to  raise  the  required  funds,  to  develop  winning  issues,  and  to  convince  the 
voters  that  their  interests  and  the  interests  of  the  RepubUcan  Party  are  identical. 

If  you  achieve  these  objectives  here  in  Maine,  the  Pinetree  State,  I  predict  that 
the  old  saying,  "As  Maine  goes,  so  goes  the  Nation,"  will  once  again  take  its 
rightful  place  in  the  language  of  politics  as  the  accurate  barometer  of  America's 
election  contest. 

Now,  what  makes  the  1976  election  so  vitally  important?  For  one  thing  it 
will  provide  the  Republican  Party  with  an  opportunity  to  again  demonstrate  that 
it  has  the  strength  to  survive  setbacks,  the  resolution  to  rouse  this  Nation  to 
its  greatness,  and  the  will  to  win  elections.  With  your  help  in  this  bellwether 
State,  we  can  and  we  will  do  it  in  1976. 

Even  more  important,  the  1976  election  will  enable  the  people  of  this  great 
country  to  send  us,  to  Washington,  more  Republican  Congressmen  like  Bill 
Cohen  and  Dave  Emery,  who  I  think  typify  the  dedicated,  hard-working,  in- 
telligent legislators  that  we  need  in  Washington.  They  are  a  part  of  a  relatively 
small  minority.  They  are  outnumbered  better  than  2  to  1,  and  that's  a  hard  job. 

I  like  to  think  that  despite  the  fact  we  are  outnumbered  quantitatively,  we 
have  the  quality.  And  we  need  not  only  the  quality  we  have  but  we  have  to  add 
to  the  quantity. 

Now,  you  can't  do  much  to  change  that  in  Maine,  except  in  case  Bill  might 
like  to  be  a  candidate  for  another  office.  [Laughter] 

But  let  me  add  a  thought  parenthetically,  if  I  might.  Bill  and  Dave  don't 
always  vote  the  way  I  would  necessarily  like  them  to.  There  is  something  I 
believe  ingrained  in  people  in  Maine  of  some  independence — [laughter] — and  I 
respect  it.  But  their  prime  responsibility  is  to  represent  the  people  that  they  have 
the  honor  to  represent  in  the  State  of  Maine.  And  even  though  I  think  it  is  of 
maximum  importance  that  we  have  a  national  energy  program,  I  understand, 
I  respect  their  somewhat  differing  view  as  to  how  we  should  implement  it  as 
far  as  Maine  and  New  England  is  concerned. 

They  recognize,  as  I  do,  that  we  have  an  energy  problem  and  it  is  getting 
more  and  more  like  an  energy  crisis.  And  if  we  don't  get  a  settlement  in  the 
Middle  East — hopefully  we  will — ^we  could  have  an  energy  crisis  of  severe 
magnitude  as  we  did  in  1973. 
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I  recognize,  of  course,  that  New  England  does  rely  more  heavily  on  imported 
fuel  than  any  other  region  of  the  country  and  that  your  regional  economy  feels 
the  effect  of  energy  disruptions  more  rapidly  and  even  more  severely  than  in 
any  other. 

You  know^  as  v^ell  as  Bill  and  Dave,  better  than  our  neighbors  in  other  areas 
of  the  country,  the  importance,  the  absolute  necessity  of  achieving  energy  in- 
dependence for  America.  We  cannot  tolerate  being  vulnerable  to  outside 
national  interests  over  w^hich  we  have  no  influence.  Energy  must  be  developed 
internally.  Energy  must  be  developed  from  our  own  natural  resources  so  that 
America  is  invulnerable  to  foreign  sources. 

And  you  also  know  that  energy  is  absolutely  essential,  not  just  for  running 
the  machines  of  industry  but  for  fueling  the  whole  economy  of  this  region  as  well 
as  the  Nation.  I  think  all  of  you  fully  recognize  that  a  healthy  economy  means 
more  jobs  for  more  people,  one  of  the  principal  concerns  of  me  as  well  as  Bill 
and  Dave  and  the  Congress. 

You  know  the  danger  of  being  at  the  mercy  of  some  force  beyond  our  control. 
And  in  this  case,  in  energy,  it  is  the  Middle  East,  the  OPEC  nations. 

I  think  you  understand  firsthand  the  inconvenience,  the  uncertainty,  even  the 
suffering  that  that  kind  of  a  situation  can  create,  where  somebody  can  turn  a 
spigot  off  in  the  Middle  East  and  we  could  be  in  dire  trouble. 

And  you  also  know  the  system— if  I  might  change  the  subject — that  the 
system  of  checks  and  balances  which  this  Nation's  founders  wrote  into  the  Con- 
stitution 200  years  ago  wasn't  designed  as  a  roadblock  to  progress. 

When  I  said  a  year  ago  that  I  wanted  a  good  marriage  with  the  Congress,  I 
meant  it,  and  I  still  believe  it.  But  a  good  marriage  requires  the  best  efforts  of 
both  partners  to  make  it  work.  It  requires  compromise,  it  requires  moderation  in 
meeting  the  problems  and  the  challenges  in  a  marriage  or  in  the  relationship 
between  the  White  House  and  Capitol  Hill. 

I  must  say  that  so  far  I  have  seen  Httle  compromise  and  less  moderation  in 
the  policies  and  the  legislative  proposals  of  the  Democratic  Congress  that  was 
sworn  in,  in  January  of  this  year. 

What  we  as  a  nation  need— and  I  say  this  with  the  deepest  sincerity  and  the 
strongest  conviction  that  I  have— what  we  need  is  more  of  the  politics  of  coopera- 
tion, not  the  politics  of  confrontation.  What  we  need  is  to  carve  out  solutions  so 
that  our  problems  can  be  solved.  We  shouldn't  confront  -just  to  get  political 
issues  for  partisan  purposes. 

It  is  my  judgment  that  the  American  people  want  action,  not  debate,  not 
delay.  They  want  a  responsive  Government  committed  to  responsible  progress. 
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That  is  exactly  what  we  in  the  RepubHcan  Party  are  prepared  to  offer  the 
American  people.  Perhaps  more  than  at  any  time  in  our  Nation's  history,  our 
party's  principles  and  its  objectives  match  the  hopes  and  the  aspirations  of  the 
American  people.  Our  Republican  commitment  to  fiscal  responsibility  in  govern- 
ment, to  a  vigorous  free  enterprise  system,  to  a  strong  national  defense,  one 
second  to  none,  to  local  control  over  local  matters,  and  to  personal  freedom  for 
the  individual — these  are  commitments  shared  by  the  vast  majority  of  the 
American  people  and,  I  am  sure,  downeasters. 

Let's  open,  as  I  see  it,  the  party's  door  to  all  Americans  who  happen  to  believe 
as  we  do  the  principles  that  I  just  set  forth,  rather  than  opening  that  door  just  a 
crack  for  a  very  limited  few.  Let's  work  together  for  a  common  victory  rather 
than  working  against  each  other  for  a  sure  defeat. 

The  victory  we  seek  as  Republicans  is  not  just  a  Republican  victory.  It  is  one 
we  can  share  easily  and  properly  with  all  the  people  of  Maine  and  with  all 
Americans.  It  can  be  a  victory  of  action  over  apathy,  decisiveness  over  delay, 
confidence  over  confusion.  It  can  be  a  victory  of  responsive,  responsible  govern- 
ment that  sees  to  people's  needs  but  does  not  order  people's  lives. 

This  is  the  kind  of  victory  that  we  can  work  for,  we  are  working  for,  the  kind 
of  a  victory  that  will  make  the  next  4  years  the  best  4  years  for  peace,  tranquillity, 
domestic  progress,  and  a  renewal  of  the  hopes  and  the  aspirations  of  all  that  came 
before  us  and  for  the  betterment  of  all  that  follow. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:17  p.m.  in  the  Con-  chairman,  Hattie  M.  Bickmore,  Maine  State  Repub- 
vention  Hall  at  the  Holiday  Inn.  In  his  remarks,  lican  vice  chairwoman,  and  former  Representatives 
he  referred  to  Jack  Linnell,  Maine  State  Republican       from  Maine  Robert  Hale  and  Stanley  R.  Tupper. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  on  Arrival  at  Warwick, 

Rhode  Island.     August  30,  1975 

I  SPENT  5  years  here  when  I  was  a  few  years  younger.  So,  I  know  New  Eng- 
land very  well.  I  know  a  good  many  people  up  here.  I  love  the  country,  and 
I  think  I  am  a  good  candidate. 

Reporter.  They  say  your  oil  policy  doesn't  make  you  a  friend  of  New 
England. 

The  President.  We  have  to  integrate  New  England's  oil  policy  with  the 
overall  policy  of  the  United  States.  It  is  more  important  to  New  England  that 
we  have  a  good  energy  policy  than  it  is  any  other  part  of  the  United  States. 
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What  we  are  seeking  to  do  is  to  find  an  energy  policy  that  will  solve  it  for 
New  England  and  solve  it  for  the  United  States  as  a  whole.  We  cannot  be 
dependent  on  foreign  oil  sources,  and  we  are  working  with  the  Congress — and 

I  hope  they  will  work  with  me — to  try  and  achieve  this  oil 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  have  found  that  policy  yet,  sir  ? 
The  President.  We  are  working  hard  at  it. 
Q.  Is  there  anything  new  on  the  decontrol  of  oil  ? 

The  President.  Well,  we  had  a  very  good  meeting  yesterday  with  Senator 
Mansfield  and  Speaker  Carl  Albert,  and  we  have  laid  out  a  plan  that— if  they 
can  produce  the  votes,  I  think  we  will  find  an  answer. 

Q.  Many  of  the  Congressional  leaders  are  very  uneasy  about  the  possibility  of 
American  civilians  going  to  the  Middle  East  and  essentially  being  the  glue  to 
secure  the  peace  there.  What  is  going  to  be  your  answer  to  them  and  to  their 
objections  fearing  another  Vietnam  ? 

The  President.  If  there  are  a  limited  number  of  American  civilians  who 
would  go  to  the  Middle  East,  they  would  go  in  the  area  controlled  by  the  United 
Nations,  and  they  would  be  there  in  a  noncombat  capacity,  acting  as  technicians. 
The  final  decision  has  not  been  made,  but  I  can  assure  you  that  they  will  be 
civilians  if  they  go.  They  will  be  technicians,  not  military  personnel,  and  they 
will  be  in  a  U.N.  zone. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  have  any  message  for  the  State  with  the  highest 
unemployment  rate  in  the  country  right  here  ? 

The  President.  Yes,  I  think  we  are  making  some  headway.  In  the  last  6 
months,  we  have  had  about  an  increase  of  1,200,000  in  employment  throughout 
the  United  States.  We  are  gradually  edging  down  the  unemployment  through- 
out the  United  States.  It  is  slow,  but  more  importantly,  we  are  doing  it  the  right 
way  as  we  try  to  achieve  success  against  inflation. 
Q.  But  it  is  not  going  down  here,  sir.  It  is  going  up. 
The  President.  I  think  you  will  find  that  it  will  go  down. 
Reporter.  Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:07  p.m.  at  Theodore  Francis  Green  Airport. 
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511 

Interview  With  Television  Reporters  in  Newport, 
Rhode  Island.     August  30,  1975 

Sara  Wye.  What  you  are  about  to  see  is  a  weekly  public  affairs  program  we  at 
WJAR  normally  call  "10  News  Conference."  Because  of  the  stature  of  our  guest, 
we  have  expanded  the  format  and  produced  this  special  edition,  which  is  being 
shared  with  12  television  stations  throughout  New  England.  All  of  you  are  most 
welcome. 

Our  guest  is  President  Gerald  Ford,  who  promised  when  he  came  into  office 
a  year  ago  to  bring  a  new  openness  and  accessibility  to  the  White  House.  His 
presence  in  this  unusual  sort  of  regional  format  indicates  he  is  making  that  effort. 

Mr.  President,  welcome. 

The  President.  Thank  you.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  on  the  program,  Sara. 

Ms.  Wye.  Thank  you.  Asking  the  questions  along  with  me  tonight  will  be 
Jack  Kavanagh  of  the  WJAR  news  staff  and  Arthur  Alpert,  news  director  of 
WJAR  Radio  and  TV. 

OIL  PRICES 

[1.]  I  think  one  of  the  subjects  you  will  be  hearing  a  lot  about  in  this  discus- 
sion in  the  next  half  hour  is  energy.  Obviously,  it  is  heavily  on  the  minds  of  most 
people  in  the  country  and,  certainly,  those  of  us  in  New  England.  Until  Friday 
we  were  braced  for  a  massive  increase  in  domestic  crude  oil  because  of  your 
decision  to  veto  the  Congressional  extension  of  price  controls.  You  have  since 
changed  your  mind  about  decontrol,  and  you  are  suggesting  perhaps  a  60-day 
extension  and  gradual  decontrol.  What  went  into  the  decision  to  change  your 
mind  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  think  first,  Sara,  you  have  to  understand  that  the 
United  States,  our  country  has  a  serious  energy  crisis.  Actually,  the  energy  crisis 
in  New  England  is  more  serious  than  it  is  in  any  other  part  of  the  country, 
primarily  because  New  England  is  more  dependent  on  foreign  oil  than  any  other 
part  of  the  United  States. 

So,  unless  we  solve  the  energy  problem  for  the  United  States  and  unless  we 
make  ourselves  more  free  of  foreign  oil  imports.  New  England  is  going  to  be  in 
more  and  more  trouble. 

Now,  in  January  I  submitted  to  the  Congress  a  comprehensive  energy  program 
for  a  10-year  period,  and  we  made  some  exceptions  as  far  as  New  England  was 
concerned,  recognizing  the  vulnerability  of  New  England. 
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I  had  hoped  diat  the  Congress  would  act  on  a  comprehensive  plan,  either  the 
one  I  submitted  or  the  one  that  they  might  put  together.  Unfortunately,  Con- 
gress has  not  acted. 

So,  after  attempting  to  decontrol  on  a  phased  basis  on  two  occasions — one 
over  a  30-month  period  with  an  increase  in  old  oil,  so  to  speak,  at  a  rate  of  about 
3  percent  per  month — the  Congress  turned  that  down. 

Then  I  made  another  effort  of  compromise  and  conciliation,  making  it  a 
39-month  phased  decontrol  program.  The  Congress  turned  that  down. 

Under  those  circumstances,  I  had  no  alternative  but  to  say:  Unless  you  act, 
we  are  going  to  decontrol  all  old  oil,  all  domestic  old  oil.  Well,  I  think  at  least 
the  leadership  in  the  Congress — Senator  Mansfield  and  Speaker  Albert — recog- 
nized that  was  not  the  right  answer. 

So,  we  had  a  meeting  on  Friday,  and  I  said  that  I  would  hold  off  the  veto 
until  they  could  get  their  troops  together  and  come  up  and  agree  to  the  phased 
program  that  I  submitted  about  a  month  ago. 

Q.  So,  what  you  are  saying  is  that  you  never  were  in  favor  of  immediate  and 
sudden  decontrol  ? 

The  President.  No.  I  proposed  two  examples  of  phased  decontrol,  one  a  30- 
month,  another  a  39,  but  the  Congress  turned  both  down.  So,  in  order  to  try  and 
avoid  an  abrupt  end,  I  agreed  to  resubmit  a  39-month  phased  decontrol  program, 
and  hopefully,  the  majority  party  leadership  will  be  able  to  work  with  the 
Republicans  in  the  House  and  get  a  phased  program  over  a  39-month  period. 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  controls  have  to  come  off  eventually,  but  New 
England  will  have  to  bear  the  brunt  of  those  controls  because  we  have  such 
problems  with  energy,  because  our  economy  is  in  such  bad  shape  right  now. 
What  do  you  say  to  the  people  who  are  unemployed  here,  who  have  to  bear  up 
under  this  energy  crisis,  or  is  the  Federal  Government  going  to  make  any  kind 
of  a  specific  commitment  to  New  England  to  help  us  bail  out  of  this  situation? 

The  President.  Over  the  last  3  or  4  months,  I  have  made  exceptions  as  far  as 
New  England  is  concerned.  In  the  first  imposition  of  the  import  levy,  it  had  no 
effect  on  New  England,  it  had  an  effect  on  the  rest  of  the  United  States.  When  I 
put  the  second  dollar  on  to  try  and  prod  Congress  to  do  something,  the  second 
dollar  only  affected  New  England  to— I  think  it  was  60  cents  a  barrel. 

So,  I've  tried  to  recognize  the  needs,  the  problems  that  exist  in  New  England. 
As  I  said  at  the  outset.  New  England  has  a  greater  need  for  a  comprehensive 
solution  to  the  energy  problem  than  any  other  part  of  the  United  States. 
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So,  what  I  have  tried  to  do  is  to  make  exceptions  for  New  England  and  at 
the  same  time  get  the  Congress  moving  to  enact  an  energy  program  that  would 
solve  the  problem,  not  only  in  the  short  haul  but  the  long  pull.  Now,  in  the 
interim,  while  we  have  this  unfortunate  unemployment — and  we  do  have  more 
unemployment,  not  only  in  New  England  but  elsewhere,  than  I  certainly  want — 
we  have  done  a  number  of  things.  For  example,  we  have  extended  the  unem- 
ployment payments  from  39  weeks  to  65  weeks.  We  have  broadened  the  cov- 
erage so  that  12  million  more  people  are  covered  under  unemployment.  I 
recommended  and  the  Congress  approved  about  $450  million  for  the  summer 
youth  program  so  that  young  people  this  past  summer  would  be  gainfully 
employed. 

We  have  done  a  great  deal  with  what  they  call  public  service  employment.  I 
recommended  about  $2  billion  for  that  program.  And  I  was  talking  to  the 
mayor  of  Providence  today,  and  he  says  it  has  been  a  very  helpful  program  in 
that  city.  We  have  also  tried  to  expedite  some  public  works  projects.  I  made 
available  a  $2  billion  allocation  for  highway  construction,  which  has  been  used 
in  many,  many  States  and,  I  presume,  here  in  Rhode  Island. 

We  have,  for  example,  been  trying  to  get  some  local  projects  going.  I  talked 
to  the  mayor  of  Providence  today  coming  down  here  about  a  $32  million  Fed- 
eral building  in  the  city  of  Providence.  I  am  going  to  give  it  some  personal 
attention  when  I  get  back  to  Washington.  I  think  that  kind  of  a  project  could 
be  very  helpful. 

So,  as  we  try  to  push  forward  for  an  energy  program,  which  is  what  we  need 
over  the  long  haul,  we  are  trying  to  take  care  of  individual  geographical 
problems. 

Q.  And  yet,  while  we  are  working  on  it,  the  unemployment  rate  in  this  State 
here  is  about  16  percent,  12  percent  in  Massachusetts,  11  percent  throughout 
New  England.  Is  it  possible  for  the  Federal  Government  to  redirect  some  of  its 
major  installations,  relocate  them,  transfer  them  here,  create  new  ones  here? 
After  1972,  when  military  bases  were  closed  in  New  Hampshire,  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Rhode  Island,  the  economies  were  hit  very,  very  hard. 

The  President.  Well,  of  course  I  am  deeply  concerned  about  the  unemploy- 
ment problem,  not  only  in  Rhode  Island  but  Massachusetts  and  the  48  other 
States.  But  we  have  to  try  and  rebuild  the  economy  from  an  inflation-ridden 
economy  of  a  year  ago  to  one  that  is  solidly  based,  so  that  over  the  next  few 
months  when  we  get  better  employment — as  we  are  at  the  present  time,  over- 
all— we  are  not  going  to  have  a  reigniting  of  inflation  like  we  had  a  year  ago. 

So,  we  will  do  all  we  can  through  public  works,  through  unemployment  in- 
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surance,  through  pubhc  service  employment,  summer  youth  employment,  in 
order  to  meet  the  unique  circumstances  of  a  particular  State.  But  the  basic  way 
to  solve  our  unemployment,  whether  it  is  Rhode  Island  or  49  other  States,  is  to 
get  a  healthy  private  sector  economy.  And  we  can  do  that  through  some  tax 
proposals  that  I  have  recommended  and  some  of  the  other  legislation  which  we 
will  be  submitting  shortly. 

INFLATION 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Andrew  Brimmer,  who  used  to  be  a  Governor  of  the 
Federal  Reserve  and  who  is  a  fiscal  conservative,  said — well,  I  think  he  dis- 
agrees with  you.  He  says  that  next  year,  thanks  to  the  Project  Independence, 
your  energy  policy,  thanks  to  grain  sales,  there  will  be  6-  to  7-percent  inflation, 
but  he  says  there  is  no  chance  really  that  excess  demand  will  push  the  inflation 
higher.  And  he  says  now  you  can  do  it,  now  you  can  lower  interest  rates,  now 
you  can  provide  jobs  by  encouraging  the  economy  without  the  danger  of  infla- 
tion. Have  you  considered  that  and  talked  about  that  with  Arthur  Burns  ? 

The  President.  Well,  of  course,  I  am  sure  you  recognize  I  don't  control  in- 
terest rates.  Those  are  basically  controlled  by  several  factors — one,  the  Federal 
Reserve  Board. 

I  have  talked  to  Mr.  Arthur  Burns,  and  we  have  what  I  think  are  appropriate 
as  well  as  private  conversations.  He  is  cognizant  of  the  need  of  an  adequate 
supply  of  money,  and  he  is  very  cognizant  of  the  problem  of  higher  interest 
rates. 

Now,  at  the  same  time,  I  think  you  have  to  recognize  that  if  the  Federal 
deficit  goes  beyond  my  $60  billion  deficit— and  unfortunately,  the  Congress  is 
spending  more  money  than  I  think  they  should — that  will  contribute  sig- 
nificantly to  higher  interest  rates  and  a  shorter  supply  of  money  available  in 
the  private  sector. 

So,  we  have  to  control  the  Federal  deficit.  Sixty  billion  dollars  is  too  darned 
big  a  deficit,  but  the  Congress  is  continuously  pressing  to  make  it  bigger. 

Now,  we  are  going  to  hold  the  deficit  as  low  as  we  can,  and  we  are  hopefully 
expecting  cooperation,  and  I  think  we  will  get  it,  from  the  Federal  Reserve 
Board. 

Now,  I  respectfully  disagree  with  Mr.  Brimmer  if  he  alleged  that  the  grain 
sales  to  the  Soviet  Union  are  a  significant  factor  in  inflation.  I  respectfully 
disagree  with  him.  Does  he  want  us  to  put  all  that  grain  in  storage  and  pay  $1 
million  a  day  in  storage  charges  as  we  did  in  the  sixties  ?  I  don't  think  that  is  a 
very  satisfactory  answer. 
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ECONOMIC  RECOVERY 

[4.]  Q.  I  think  he  did  say  that  energy  was  the  main  component.  But  follow- 
ing up  on  your  answer,  I  have  been  talking  to  people  around  New  England  in 
anticipation  of  your  visit,  and  I  keep  coming  up  with  that  old  folk  saying: 
"Democrats  get  us  into  wars,  Republicans  into  depressions."  That,  of  course, 
may  be  oversimplified,  but  previous  administrations  and  your  Administration 
have  chosen  to  fight  inflation  first  and  unemployment  second. 

I  am  just  wondering,  when  will  the  time  come  to  switch  so  that  this  recovery, 
which  seems  as  if  it  is  on  the  horizon,  will  recover  in  a  hurry  rather  than  just 
stumble  along? 

The  President.  I  would  say  that  the  recovery  is  doing  better,  that  we  are 
coming  out  of  it  more  quickly  now  than  some  people  anticipated.  For  the  fifth 
month  in  a  row,  as  I  recollect,  our  overall  indicators  show  that  we  were  making 
headway.  We  are  seeing  higher  housing  starts.  We  are  seeing  better  retail  sales. 
We  are  making  some  headway,  except  for  the  last  month,  in  inflation,  and  I 
think  that  was  an  unusual  example.  And  we  are  optimistic  in  the  future. 

One  thing  I'd  like  to  point  out  is  I  think  it  is  important  to  talk  about  some 
affirmative  things.  In  the  last  5  months,  we  have  had  1,200,000  more  people  gain- 
fully employed  in  this  country.  We  now  have  over  85  million  people  gainfully 
employed. 

We  have  too  many  unemployed,  but  more  and  more  people  are  being  em- 
ployed, and  the  indications  are  that  that  will  be  a  continuing  trend. 

So,  we  have  to  win  the  battle  against  inflation.  If  we  let  the  problems  of 
inflation  recur — every  knowledgeable  economist  that  I  have  talked  to  says, 
if  you  went  back  up  to  10-  or  12-percent  inflation,  in  12  to  18  to  24  months  we 
would  be  in  a  far  worse  recession  than  we  are  at  the  present  time. 

So,  it  is  a  very  narrow  line  that  we  are  trying  to  follow:  to  win  the  battle 
against  inflation  on  the  one  hand  and  at  the  same  time  provide  more  job 
opportunities.  And  I  think  we  are  being  reasonably  successful. 

As  Jack  said  over  here.  New  England,  or  at  least  Rhode  Island,  has  some 
unique  problems,  and  we  are  going  to  work  on  it,  as  I  indicated. 

OIL  PRICES 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  let's  return  briefly  to  energy.  We  have  dealt  with 
domestic  crude  oil  by  saying  the  approach  now  is  to  gradually  decontrol  do- 
mestic oil  prices.  The  OPEC  countries,  the  oil-producing  countries,  will  be 
meeting  to  decide  soon  what  price  increases  they  will  ask  by  October  1.  It  is 


1264 


August  30  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1975  [511] 

widely  rumored  in  the  oil  industry  that  you  have  let  it  be  known  that  an  8- 
percent  increase  in  foreign  oil  prices  would  be  acceptable  to  you.  Is  that  true  ? 

The  President.  I  am  not  familiar  with  that  statement.  A  lot  of  statements  are 
attributed  to  me.  I  have  a  pretty  good  memory,  and  I  don't  know  where  that 
statement  came  from. 

Q.  What  are  you  looking  for  from  the  oil-producing  countries  ? 

The  President.  Let  me  put  it  this  way,  Sara.  If  the  Congress  had  passed  early 
this  year  the  comprehensive  energy  program  that  I  recommended,  we  would  be 
in  a  lot  better  position  to  meet  the  challenge  of  any  OPEC  oil  price  increase. 
Unfortunately,  nothing  has  been  done  legislatively.  So,  we  are  now  more  vul- 
nerable today  than  we  would  have  been  otherwise. 

I  have  said  that,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  we  will  do  everything  we  can  to 
defeat  any  OPEC  oil  price  increase.  Unfortunately,  without  an  energy  program 
we  don't  have  many  tools  to  do  that  with. 

SCHOOL  BUSING 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  school  opens  very  soon  around  the  country  and  in 
New  England.  And  in  Boston  and  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  that  means  forced 
busing  for  desegregation.  Now,  you  have  had  a  position  on  busing  before.  Can 
you  take  a  minute  and  clarify  ?  What  is  your  position  on  busing  ? 

The  President.  Well,  before  I  say  anything  about  what  my  own  personal 
views  are,  I  want  to  say  most  emphatically  that  I,  as  President,  and  all  that 
serve  with  me  in  the  Federal  Government  will  enforce  the  law,  no  question 
about  that.  We  will,  to  the  extent  necessary,  make  sure  that  any  court  order  is 
enforced. 

Now,  I  add  one  thing  that  I  hope  is  understood.  We  don't  want  any  conflict 
developing  in  Boston  or  any  of  these  other  communities  that  have  court  orders 
forcing  busing  on  local  school  systems.  So,  I  have  sent  up  through  the  Attorney 
General,  the  community  relations  experts — they  have  four  or  five  people  up 
there  that  are  working  with  the  court,  with  the  school  boards,  and  with  parents, 
and  with  others.  At  the  same  time,  the  new  Secretary  of  HEW,  David  Mathews, 
has  sent  up  his  top  man  to  work  with  the  school  system.  And  that  individual. 
Dr.  Goldberg,^  has  authority  to  spend  extra  Federal  funds  to  try  and  improve 
the  situation  in  Boston. 

Now,  having  said  the  law  is  going  to  be  enforced,  that  we  are  going  to  try 
and  moderate  and  work  with  the  people  in  Boston,  I  will  give  you  my  views  on 
what  we  are  trying  to  do. 

^  Herman  R.  Goldberg,  Associate  Commissioner  for  Education  for  Equal  Educational  Opportunity 
Programs. 
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The  basic  thing  that  everyone  is  trying  to  do  is  to  provide  quahty  education. 
There  is  a  difference  of  opinion  on  how  you  achieve  quality  education.  My 
personal  view  is  that  forced  busing  by  courts  is  not  the  way  to  achieve  quality 
education.  I  think  there  is  a  better  way. 

We  have  had  court-ordered  forced  busing  in  a  number  of  communities.  There 
are  studies  that  indicate  that  it  has  not  provided  quality  education  for  the  young 
people,  which  is  our  personal  concern. 

I  think  there  is  a  better  way  to  do  it.  In  my  judgment,  if  the  courts  would  follow 
a  law  that  was  passed,  I  think,  2  years  ago,  or  maybe  2J/2  years  ago,  it  said  that 
in  those  areas  where  you  have  a  problem  in  seeking  desegregation,  the  court 
should  follow  five  or  six  rules.  Busing  was  the  last  option. 

There  were  five  other  proposals  that  courts  could  have  followed,  guidelines 
that  the  courts  should  have  followed,  and  I  think  we  would  have  avoided  a  lot 
of  this  conflict.  That  is  one  way  I  think  we  could  have  solved  the  problem.  The 
other  is  the  utilization  of  Federal  funds  to  upgrade  school  buildings,  provide 
better  teacher-pupil  ratios,  to  provide  better  equipment.  That  is  the  way,  in  my 
opinion,  we  achieve  what  we  all  want,  which  is  quality  education.  I  just  don't 
think  court-ordered  forced  busing  is  the  way  to  achieve  quality  education.  I 
think  there  are  better  ways. 

APPROPRIATIONS  VETOES 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  if  I  may  follow  up  on  that,  you  have  come  up  with  an 
alternative.  But  it  would  seem  that  because  you  were  afraid  of  inflation,  you  have 
vetoed  bills  for  more  aid  to  education,  you  have  vetoed  bills  for  more  public 
service  jobs.  So,  are  you  prepared,  you  know,  to  turn  around  on  that? 

The  President.  Well,  Arthur,  let  me  just  clarify  something.  The  appropria- 
tion bill  concerning  public  service  employment  that  you  say  I  vetoed— let  me 
give  you  the  history  of  it  so  the  matter  is  clarified.  I  recommended  $1,900  mil- 
lion—$450  million  for  summer  youth  employment  and  the  remainder,  which  is 
roughly  a  billion  and  a  half,  for  public  service  employment.  The  Congress 
loaded  it  up  with  $3  billion  in  nonessential  spending.  Sure,  I  vetoed  it.  When 
the  Congress  saw  that  the  veto  was  sustained,  they  came  back  and  virtually 
approved  what  I  sent  up  there  in  the  first  place.  So,  we  had  $2  billion  in  summer 
youth  employment  money,  and  we  had  public  service  employment  money. 

Now,  the  education  bill.  The  education  bill  that  I  submitted  in  January  for 
the  budget  that  started  July  1  had  more  money  in  it  for  education  than  any  other 
year  in  recent  years.  We  increased  it  over  previous  years.  Again,  the  Congress 
loaded  it  up  with  some  programs  that  I  think  can't  be  justified  if  you  are  going 
to  have  any  fiscal  responsibility.  I  hope  the  Congress  sustains  that  veto,  because 
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there  is  a  lot  of  nonessential  spending  in  it.  Now,  having  vetoed  that  bill,  there 
was  nothing  in  there,  in  that  proposal  Congress  passed,  to  do  anything  more  in 
desegregation  cases  than  I  recommended.  So,  that  is  a  moot  issue  as  far  as  the 
Boston  case  is  concerned. 

LAW    OF    THE    SEA   CONFERENCE 

[8.]  Q.  Can  I  move  you  along  to  another  area  completely,  and  that  is  fishing, 
which  is  of  some  importance  to  the  New  England  States.  Our  fishing  industry 
is  dying,  and  it  would  appear  that  foreign  fleets,  modern  fleets,  are  perhaps 
wiping  out  fish  for  a  long  time,  perhaps  forever.  The  Senate  has  passed  the  200- 
mile-limit  bill.  The  House  probably  will,  too.  Will  you  sign  it  ? 

The  President.  If  my  recollection  is  accurate,  in  this  session  of  the  Congress, 
the  Senate  has  not  acted.  I  think  they  acted  last  year. 

Q.  Right. 

The  President.  The  House  committee  has  acted,  and  it  will  be  on  the  House 
agenda  shortly.  What  we  are  trying  to  do,  through  the  Law  of  the  Sea  Con- 
ference, is  to  settle  all  of  the  controversies  on  a  worldwide  basis  involving  fish- 
ing, the  200-mile  zone,  et  cetera. 

I  am  for  the  concept  of  a  200-mile  zone.  I  think  it  is  better  to  settle  it  on  a 
worldwide  basis  rather  than  to  do  it  unilaterally  just  for  the  United  States. 

Q.  The  problem,  Mr.  President,  is  that  while  we  are  waiting  for  the  interna- 
tional treaty,  our  fish  supplies  are  being  depleted. 

The  President.  Well,  we  had  the  second  meeting  of  this  Law  of  the  Sea  Con- 
ference ending  earlier  this  year. 

They've  got  a  draft  proposal  at  the  present  time.  They  are  going  back  to 
negotiations  early  next  year.  It  is  my  hope  that  we  can  do  it  on  a  worldwide 
basis,  and  the  United  States,  at  my  direction,  is  going  to  fight  for  a  200-mile 
zone.  I  think  that  is  a  better  way  to  solve  it  than  to  do  it  on  a  unilateral  basis, 
just  the  United  States. 

Q.  But  how  long  are  you  willing  to  wait  ? 

The  President.  Well,  we  hope  that  the  Law  of  the  Sea  Conference  will  be 
completed  early  next  year.  As  I  recollect,  the  conferees  are  getting  together  in 
January.  We  have  made  a  lot  of  progress,  and  if  we  can  get  it  on  a  worldwide 
basis  in  1976,  that  is  far  preferable  to  unilateral  action  just  by  the  United  States. 

SENATE   ELECTION    IN   NEW    HAMPSHIRE 

[9.]  Q.  One  quick  question  for  New  Hampshire.  New  Hampshire  would 
like  to  know  if  you  are  planning  to  come  up  sometime  before  September  16  and 
campaign  for  Louie  Wyman  ? 
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The  President.  It  is  my  expectation  that  I  will.  We  are  working  on  a  date. 
Louie  Wyman  is  a  very  good  friend  of  mine.  I  served  with  him  in  the  House. 
I  think  he'd  make  a  fine  Senator.  I  certainly  expect  to  go  up  sometime  between 
now  and  September  16  to  help  him  if  I  can. 

OFFSHORE  OIL  RIGHTS 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  why  can't  the  northeast  New  England  States  share 
in  the  profits  from  the  leasing  of  offshore  oil  rights  off  the  coast  ? 

The  President.  Under  the  legislation  that  we  are  working  on — and  there  are 
about  10  different  alternative  proposals — I  think  that  the  coastal  areas  ought  to 
get  some  help. 

There  is  a  bill  in  the  Senate  that  goes,  I  think,  further  than  it  should.  Of 
course,  there  are  many  inland  States  who  say,  well,  this  is  a  United  States 
resource.  Why  can't  we  share  equally  with  the  coastal  States?  So,  we've  got 
these  competing  interests. 

I  believe,  without  any  question  of  a  doubt,  that  coastal  States  ought  to  get  a 
high  priority,  the  highest  priority,  and  then  we  will  have  to  work  out  some 
formula  where  I  think  we  can  equitably  take  care  of  any  other  interests  that 
are  involved. 

VICE   PRESIDENT  ROCKEFELLER 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  two  quick  ones  on  politics.  We  presume  you  will  be 
back  in  New  Hampshire  next  winter 

The  President.  I  am  looking  forward  to  it. 

Q. and  that  between  now  and  then,  there  will  be  a  lot  of  pressure  on  you 

from  the  Reagan  forces — some  people  call  them  the  Connally  forces — to  dump 
Mr.  Rockefeller.  If  is  it  necessary  to  do  that  to  get  the  nomination,  will  you 
doit? 

The  President.  I  wouldn't  put  it  that  way.  I  picked  Nelson  Rockefeller  for 
Vice  President  because  I  thought  he  was  an  outstanding  public  servant.  He  has 
exceeded  any  expectations  that  I  have  had.  He  has  done  a  superb  job.  He  has 
been  a  good  teammate.  I  don't  dump  good  teammates. 

GRAIN    SALES    TO   THE    SOVIET   UNION 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  1972  when  the  Soviets  bought  15  million  tons  of 
grain,  food  prices  went  up.  Now,  they  would  like  to  buy  21  million  tons.  Will 
they  get  it  all  ?  Will  they  get  part  of  it  ?  Will  food  prices  go  up  ? 

The  President.  You've  got  more  information  than  I  have.  They  bought  about 
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10  million  tons.  There  are  rumors  to  the  effect  that  they  want  to  buy  additional 
amounts. 

I  have  indicated  that  we  will  make  no  more  sales  until  we  get  the  September 
crop  report.  All  the  indications  are  that  we  will  have  a  record  crop  in  wheat, 
in  corn,  in  feed  grains,  including  soybeans. 

Now,  if  we  get  a  record  crop  and  if  we  can  work  out  some  fair  and  equitable 
arrangement,  I  think  it  is  in  the  best  interest  of  the  farmer,  the  consumer,  our 
relations  on  a  worldwide  basis,  and  best  for  the  country,  if  we  do  make  some 
additional  sales  to  the  Soviet  Union. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  have  never  seen  a  President  end  so  neatly.  You  finished 
up  the  question,  and  we  don't  have  to  cut  you  off.  It's  really  delightful. 

Thank  you.  The  time  went  awfully  fast. 

The  President.  It  did,  and  I  enjoyed  it.  I  thank  all  of  you  very  much. 

note:  The  interview  began  at  6  p.m.  in  the  America's  Cup  Room  at  the  Sheraton-Islander  Inn.  It  was  taped 
for  broadcast  at  7:30  p.m.  the  same  evening. 
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Than\  you  very,  very  much,  John.  Buddy  Cianci,  Jim  Taft,  Jim  Field,  Jim 
DiPrete,  Bill  Middendorj,  and  of  course,  our  wonderful  host  and  hostess,  John 
and  Eileen  Slocum,  and  all  that  wor\ed: 

Let  me  say  v^ithout  any  hesitation  or  reservation,  one,  it  has  been  a  long  day, 
but  the  culmination  of  a  meeting  like  this  makes  it  just  like  it  was  beginning 
all  over  again.  Thank  you  very  much. 

As  either  Jim  or  Buddy  or  Jim  Taft  said,  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  be  in 
Rhode  Island  on  a  number  of  occasions  over  a  period  of  years.  I  vv^as  happy  and 
proud  to  come  here  w^hen  your  fortunes  w^ere  lov^  to  help  in  a  municipal  elec- 
tion, in  a  State  election,  or  in  an  occasion  such  as  this. 

I've  detected  from  time  to  time  that  all  of  you  in  Rhode  Island  were  a  little 
down  in  the  dumps.  You  felt  that  the  odds  were  much  too  great  for  any 
progress.  But  I  have  a  distinct  feeling  tonight  that  you  are  on  the  way  up  and 
that  you  are  going  to  make  Rhode  Island  a  good  Republican  State  in  1976. 

You've  got  good  candidates.  You've  got  excellent  examples  of  people  that 
can  run  either  Providence  or  Cranston  or,  I  am  sure,  other  communities  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island. 
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You've  got  the  enthusiasm.  You've  got  the  unity.  You've  got  the  feeUng  that 
you  are  going  to  beat  the  opposition.  You've  got  14  months  to  prove  it — ^with 
money — [laughter] — v^ith  candidates,  with  unity.  I  will  be  very  disappointed 
if  you  don't  make  it  in  November  of  1976. 

In  the  months  ahead,  as  I  have  tried  to  do  in  the  months  before,  it  is  my 
feeling  that  we  have  to  make  a  tremendous  effort  to  go  to  every  State  to  talk 
to  the  people  who  have  fought  long,  hard  battles,  people  who  have  been  disap- 
pointed for  one  reason  or  another  that  we  didn't  do  everything  or  we  didn't 
succeed. 

But  it  seems  to  me  that  we  have  the  most  unique  opportunity  in  the  months 
ahead  to  decide  that  America  is  going  to  continue  to  rise,  to  make  the  progress 
in  the  future  that  we  have  been  blessed  with  in  the  past. 

It  is  my  judgment  that  the  Republican  Party  is  the  vehicle  that  can  achieve 
that.  And  if  we  are  going  to  do  it,  I  think  we  ought  to  take  a  look  and  see 
what  our  commitments  are — at  least  mine. 

And  I  believe  most,  as  I  travel  around  the  country,  would  agree  in  these  four 
or  five  basic  commitments  that  we  have,  that  seem  to  fall  within  the  frame- 
work of  what  is  good  for  our  country:  Fiscal  responsibility  in  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, the  reinvigoration  of  a  free  enterprise  system  in  this  country,  a  strong 
national  defense  program  that  makes  America  second  to  none,  local  control 
over  local  concerns  under  the  leadership  of  people  like  Buddy  and  Jim  and  others 
in  your  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  then  lasdy  but  far  from  least,  personal  free- 
dom for  the  individual. 

We  are  about  to  kick  off  our  Bicentennial  in  America.  The  other  day  I  was 
looking  at  the  progress  that  we  have  made  as  a  nation  over  the  last  200  years. 
And  if  I  were  to  analyze  it,  I  would  say  that  in  the  first  hundred  years — and 
Rhode  Island  was  a  tremendous  contributor  to  this  effort — in  the  United  States 
in  that  first  century,  we  developed  a  kind  of  government  that  gave  us  strength, 
consistency,  a  solid  base  from  which  we  could  operate. 

In  our  second  century  in  America,  what  did  we  do  ?  We  went  through  what 
I  think  most  historians  would  call  an  industrial  revolution.  We  built  the  mills 
and  the  plants,  and  we  developed  means  of  transportation,  communication,  and 
the  like.  We  moved  from  the  1-yard  line  a  long,  long  ways  down  the  field  to 
become  the  most  effective  and  constructive  and  successful  nation  in  the  history 
of  mankind  in  an  industrial  competition. 

So,  we  have  a  government  and  we  have  the  industrial  capability.  What  do  we 
want  in  our  third  century,  which  begins  in  just  a  few  months  ?  It  seems  to  me 
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that  this  third  century  relates  to  the  last  point  I  made  in  our  commitments — ^per- 
sonal freedom  for  the  individual. 

We  have  mass  education.  We  have  mass  industry.  We  have  mass  government. 
We  have  mass  communication.  I  think  the  American  people,  w^hether  they  are 
in  Rhode  Island  or  Michigan  or  California  or  Florida  or  Alaska  or  Hav^aii — I 
don't  care  w^here  they  come  from— they  vv^ant  their  individuality  preserved  and 
expanded.  They  don't  w^ant  to  be  subjected  to  massive  anything.  They  w^ant  to 
believe  in  their  family  and  themselves,  and  that  should  be  our  objective  in  the 
third  century  of  America's  history. 

I  indicated  that  in  the  first  century  of  our  Nation's  history  that  we  developed 
a  kind  of  government  that  gave  us  strength  and  stability  and  opportunity  to 
carry  us  through  one  crisis  after  another,  and  we  have. 

Now,  it  is  not  written  in  the  Constitution,  but  fortunately  for  all  of  us,  we 
developed  in  this  country  a  two-party  system — and  how  blessed  we  have  been. 
We  don't  want  a  one-party  system  like  they  have  in  some  countries  throughout 
the  globe.  We  find  that  that,  of  course,  would  be  an  anathema  to  everything  we 
have  inherited  and  everything  we  want  to  pass  on  to  others. 

We  don't  want  the  kind  of  a  government  where  there  is  a  multiplicity  of 
political  parties,  either.  We  have  seen  in  the  pages  of  history  those  countries  that 
have  5, 10, 20 — whatever  the  number  is— of  political  parties,  and  they  are  unable 
under  those  circumstances  to  meet  the  challenge,  to  govern,  to  run  a  country. 

We  have  been  blessed  in  this  Nation  with  a  two-party  system  in  most  States 
of  the  Union.  [Laughter]  If  I  could  go  back  a  quarter  of  a  century  when  I  came 
to  Washington  in  January  of  1949  and  took  the  oath  of  office  as  a  young,  you 
know,  excited  Congressman,  the  Republicans  controlled  New  England.  There 
wasn't  a  Democrat,  as  I  recall,  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont— there  were 
a  couple  in  Massachusetts — [laughter] — but  basically.  New  England  was  a 
Republican  domain,  so  to  speak.  And  then  we  had  10  or  11  States  down  in  the 
South,  and  they  were  totally,  completely  dominated  by  the  Democrats. 

Well,  it  wasn't  a  very  healthy  situation,  I  didn't  think.  I  will  tell  you  why.  I 
think  political  competition  is  good.  It  is  good  for  the  candidates,  but  more  im- 
portantly, it  is  good  for  the  country. 

Our  whole  system,  whether  it  is  in  commerce  or  in  industry  or  whatever,  is 
predicated  on  the  idea  that  competition  is  a  better  price,  a  better  product  to  the 
consumer. 

As  I  travel  around  25  years  after  that  day  that  I  was  sworn  in,  I  find  that  the 
political  environment  in  the  South  is  a  lot  healthier,  since  we  have  a  pretty  fair 

1271 


[512]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  August  30 

share  of  Congressmen  and  a  few  Senators.  The  domination,  the  monopoly  of  a 
poHtical  party  in  the  South  has  been  broken. 

The  net  result  is  that  the  people  in  those  10  or  11  States  are  getting  better  gov- 
ernment. If  I  might  respectfully  suggest,  I  think  it  would  be  good  to  have  that 
same  kind  of  competition  right  here  in  Rhode  Island. 

Obviously,  I  have  thrown  away  the  text  that  my  very  dedicated  and  very  com- 
petent speechwriters  have  prepared  for  me.  [Laughter]  But  as  I  look  over  this 
audience,  Fd  like  to  talk  straight  from  the  shoulder — what  I  believe,  what  I  feel 
is  good  for  all  of  you,  for  Rhode  Island,  and  more  importantly,  for  the  country. 

We've  got  a  few  problems  in  America  and,  to  be  frank  and  honest  and  candid, 
instead  of  trying  to  hide  them  and  gloss  them  over,  I  think  we  ought  to  be  very 
frank. 

We  have  trouble  in  our  economy.  A  year  ago  we  were  faced  with  12-  to  14- 
percent  inflation,  the  worst  in  this  country  for  a  good  many  years.  We  have  to  lick 
that  problem.  In  the  last  12  months  we  have  cut  it  in  half,  roughly  speaking.  That 
is  not  good  enough,  but  we  aren't  going  to  lick  it  if  we  let  the  Congress  spend 
and  spend  and  spend,  as  they  are  prone  to  do. 

Let  me  tell  you,  I  am  on  the  way  to  a  record  of  vetoes.  [Laughter]  But  I  think 
they  have  been  good  for  America,  and  they  haven't  been  negative.  Let  me  tell 
you  why  they  are  positive. 

In  that  great  Constitution  that  we  have  in  this  country,  it  says  the  President 
of  the  United  States  has  the  right  of  veto.  That  is  a  constitutionally  given 
authority  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Now,  the  Congress  has  the  opportunity  and  the  responsibility  to  pass  legisla- 
tion, but  the  Constitution  also  gives  to  a  President  the  responsibility  to  veto  it  if 
he  thinks,  in  his  judgment— representing  all  of  the  people,  not  a  parochial  in- 
terest, a  provincial  interest — and  I  have  done  it  quite  a  few  times. 

But  you  know  what  the  net  result  is,  and  this  is  the  proof  of  the  pudding. 
Let  me  just  take  two  examples  to  prove  that  the  utilization  of  a  veto  is  a  con- 
structive, not  a  negative  weapon — and  I  emphasize  it  is  a  constitutionally  given 
authority. 

Early  this  year  I  submitted  a  request,  as  Buddy  and  Jim  know,  for  $1,900 
million— $450  million  for  a  summer  youth  program  to  keep  the  young  people, 
principally  in  our  disadvantaged  areas,  off  the  streets  and  to  keep  them  occupied, 
plus  another  $1.5  billion  to  try  and  give  pubUc  service  employment  during  the 
critical  period  that  we  are  facing  with  unemployment. 

The  bill  went  to  the  House,  and  they  added  $2  billion,  if  I  remember,  and 
then  it  went  to  the  Senate,  and  they  added  another  $1  billion.  So,  it  came  down 
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to  me  with  a  roughly  $5  billion  figure,  or  $3  billion  more  than  I  recommended. 

They  had  added,  in  a  Christmas  tree  fashion,  all  kinds  of  extraneous,  un- 
necessary programs.  I  vetoed  it.  We  didn't  think  we  could  win,  but  the  American 
people  were  wiser  than  a  good  many  of  the  Members  of  the  House  and  the 
Senate.  And  the  net  result— we  sustained  the  veto.  Then  the  Congress  responded 
and  came  back  with  virtually  the  recommendation  that  I  had  made,  saving 
roughly  $3  bilHon. 

What  I  am  trying  to  say  is  that  a  veto  is  constructive,  not  negative.  Well,  we 
could  go  on  with  the  housing  bill  and  several  others. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  some  of  the  experts  in  the  statistical  field  have  indicated 
that  over  the  last  year,  through  vetoes  that  have  been  wisely  and  judiciously 
used,  we  have  been  able  to  save  the  American  people  roughly  %6  billion.  I  think 
that  is  meaningful,  and  we  are  going  to  keep  on  doing  it  until  they  get  the  word. 

Now,  let's  be  frank.  We've  got  the  problem,  also,  of  unemployment.  There 
are  about  535  Members  of  the  House  and  Senate.  Every  one  of  them  has  got  an 
idea  how  you  can  solve  the  problem  of  unemployment.  They  want  quick  fixes. 
They  want  some,  you  know,  automatic  panacea:  We  have  gone  through  this 
before.  I  don't  like  the  fact  that  our  unemployment  is  at  the  height  that  it  is.  I 
have  great  sympathy  for  those  who  are,  unfortunately,  out  of  work  because  of 
circumstances  beyond  their  control.  But  it  doesn't  do  them  any  good  to  give 
them  something  that  in  the  long  run  is  not  good  for  the  country  or  even  for 
themselves. 

So,  what  we  are  doing  or  trying  to  do  is  to  constructively  rehabiUtate  an 
economy  that  was  in  bad  shape  about  a  year  ago.  And  we  are  not  going  to  do 
those  things  that  have  an  apparent — and  I  say  "apparent" — short  dividend  if  in 
the  long  run  it  is  not  healthy  for  the  United  States  of  America. 

We  have  about  85  million  Americans  currently  gainfully  employed.  We  have 
too  many  unemployed,  but  do  you  realize  that  in  the  last  5  months,  despite  the 
high  unemployment  percentage,  we  have  added  to  the  payrolls  in  this  country, 
primarily  in  the  private  sector,  about  1,200,000?  This  is  encouraging,  and  we 
are  going  to  do  better  and  better. 

We  must  provide  jobs  in  America,  not  necessarily  in  the  government  sector 
but,  more  importantly,  in  the  private  sector. 

May  I  say  a  word  about  energy.  I  was  on  a  television  show  after  I  got  down 
here  today — I  have  forgotten  the  channel,  or  the  station.  [Laughter']  A  very 
attractive  young  lady  and  two  very  able  interrogators  from  the  same  station — 
[laughter] — asked  me  about  energy,  and  the  inference  was  that  somehow  there 
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had  been  some  discrimination  against  New  England.  Let  me  just  talk,  if  I  might, 
for  a  minute,  straight  from  the  shoulder. 

This  country  has  an  energy  problem,  and  those  of  you  in  New  England  are 
more  seriously  affected  perhaps  than  any  other  part  of  the  country.  And  I  am 
not  going  to  get  into  why  that  might  have  happened  or  what  might  have 
caused  it.  But  America  today  is  getting,  on  a  day-by-day-by-day-by-day  basis, 
more  vulnerable  to  decisionmaking  by  countries  in  the  Middle  East. 

Our  domestic  production  of  oil  is  going  down,  and  we  are  buying  more  oil 
overseas  daily  from  those  countries  that  could  turn  off  the  spigot  tomorrow 
if  they  decided  to.  And  the  net  result  is  that  we  have  to  find  an  energy  answer 
in  America,  and  if  we  do,  we  will  solve  it  for  New  England  at  the  same  time. 
We  can  do  it  by  stimulating  domestic  production  of  oil  here,  by  conserving  the 
utilization  of  energy  in  America,  by  developing  new,  exotic  energy  sources- 
solar,  geothermal,  et  cetera. 

In  January  of  this  year,  we  tried  to  put  together— and  we  were  successful  in 
putting  together  a  comprehensive  energy  program  that  would  have  answered 
the  short-range  as  well  as  the  long-range  problems  that  we  face  in  America— a 
program  that  would  have  made  us  invulnerable  to  foreign  decisionmaking.  I 
submitted  it  to  the  Congress.  And  do  you  realize  that  as  of  now,  not  one  energy 
bill  has  come  down  to  the  White  House  for  approval?  Not  one,  not  one  piece 
of  a  comprehensive  program. 

America  cannot  tolerate  this  kind  of  lack  of  action.  We  have  bent  over  back- 
wards trying  to  work  with  the  Congress  to  get  a  program,  to  get  a  policy 
enacted  into  law  so  America  could  move  ahead  and  become  invulnerable  to 
decisionmaking  by  other  nations.  Middle  East  or  otherwise.  We  understand 
the  problem  you  have  in  New  England,  and  we  made  exceptions  to  recognize 
the  difficulties  that  you  face  here  in  this  part  of  the  country  and  we  will  con- 
tinue to  do  so.  But  I  just  plead  with  you,  beg  with  you  to  get  your  Members  of 
the  House  and  the  Senate  to  join  in  putting  together,  with  compromise  and 
conciliation  if  necessary,  a  program  that  is  good  for  America.  We  must  have 
it  for  today,  tomorrow,  and  10  years  from  now. 

We've  got  some  tough  decisions  in  foreign  policy.  Secretary  Kissinger  has 
been  spending  the  last  week  or  so  in  the  Middle  East.  We  are  narrowing  the 
differences  in  cooperation,  of  course,  between  the  principal  negotiators,  Israel 
and  Egypt.  And  it  is  encouraging  that  the  last  decisions  by  them,  of  course, 
are  of  maximum  importance. 

But  let  me  say  this  as  deeply  as  I  can:  It  is  important  for  the  world  as  a  whole 
that  there  be  continued  progress  in  the  Middle  East  toward  peace,  because  if  it 
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fails,  if  we  aren't  successful,  the  potential  controversy  in  that  part  of  the  world 
could  be  explosive  for  the  world  as  a  whole.  So,  we  are  fortunate  to  have  Henry 
Kissinger  over  there  working  with  those  two  countries  now  and,  hopefully,  on 
a  broader  basis  in  the  years  ahead. 

We  have  had  some  disappointments  in  foreign  policy,  and  we  won't  get  into 
those,  because  I  think  we  have  to  look  forward.  We  have  to  reaHze  that  it  is 
important  for  America  to  strengthen  our  alliance  in  Europe. 

It  is  important  that  we  continue  to  work  with  Japan  in  the  Pacific  and  to 
strengthen  our  world  relations  in  Latin  America  and  Africa,  that  we  work  with 
those  less  developed  countries  as  well  as  the  industrial  countries  of  the  world. 

We  must,  as  I  see  it,  at  least  try  to  ease  tensions  and  to  achieve  relaxations  of 
competition  between  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  United  States.  In  the  months 
ahead,  we  are  going  to  be  negotiating  with  Mr.  Brezhnev  on  SALT  II. 

About  10  days  ago,  I  made  a  speech  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  to  the  Ameri- 
can Legion,  and  I  said  detente  means  a  relaxation,  an  ability  to  try  and  talk  with 
those  with  whom  we  don't  agree  in  order  to  bring  peace  and  to  maintain  it  in 
the  world. 

We  are  seeking  to  put  a  cap  on  the  arms  race,  the  nuclear  arms  race.  I  hope 
we  will  be  successful.  It  means  that  we  will  make  some  compromises  and  the 
Soviet  Union  will  make  some  compromises.  It  will  be  a  two-way  street.  It  will  be 
an  agreement,  if  we  achieve  it,  that  is  good  for  us,  for  them,  and  for  the  world 
at  large. 

But  let  me  say  very  categorically,  if  we  don't  achieve  a  cap  on  the  nuclear  arms 
race,  if  the  United  States  is  to  keep  pace,  if  the  United  States  is  going  to  be  second 
to  none  in  this  area,  it  will  be  my  obligation  as  President  of  the  United  States 
to  go  to  the  Congress  and  ask  for  substantial  increases  in  mihtary  appropriations 
to  keep  our  nuclear  capability  second  to  none. 

That  extra  $2  or  $3  billion  a  year,  without  a  SALT  II  agreement,  is  needed 
and  necessary.  I  would  prefer— I  would  prefer  a  cap.  I  would  prefer  that  we 
could  agree  that  we  shouldn't  build  these  extra  missiles  and  add  to  our  military 
capability.  And  that  is  why  we  are  going  to  negotiate,  because  it  is  in  the  best 
interest  not  only  of  ourselves  and  the  Soviet  Union  but  mankind  as  a  whole  to 
stop  this  fruitless  arms  race. 

Let  me  say  that  despite  the  problems  in  the  economy  and  energy,  despite  the 
difficulties  we  face  as  we  work  with  our  aUies  and  negotiate  with  our  adversaries, 
I  am  an  optimist  about  America.  I  think  the  American  people  believe  that  we 
have  a  great  future  just  as  we  have  had  a  great  past. 

I  know  there  are  some  in  this  country  that  think  that  the  solution  to  our  prob- 
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lems  at  home  are  more  programs,  more  spending,  et  cetera.  And  every  time  I 
think  of  that  solution,  I  can't  help  but  repeat  something  that  I  have  used  as  sort 
of  a  guidehne  or  a  criteria,  and  I  apologize  to  those  I  have  said  it  to  before  or  those 
that  have  listened  to  it  before:  We  must  be  certain  that  v^e  understand  that  a 
government  big  enough  to  give  us  everything  vs^e  w^ant  is  a  government  big 
enough  to  take  from  us  everything  we  have. 

It  is  my  judgment,  in  the  third  century  of  America's  greatness — and  I  go 
back  to  w^hat  I  said  at  the  outset — the  American  people  still  w^ant  their  individual 
liberty,  and  they  are  going  to  fight  for  it.  They  are  going  to  demand  it.  They 
aren't  going  to  be  overwhelmed  by  big  government,  big  labor,  big  business,  big 
education,  massive  communication. 

They  v/ant  their  individual  freedom,  and  to  the  extent  that  I  can,  vv^ith  your 
help — this  is  what  is  important — no  man  can  do  it  alone.  Every  one  of  you  in 
this  room  are  a  teammate.  Every  one  of  you,  by  being  here  tonight,  have  indicated 
your  willingness  to  work  with  us. 

I  thank  you,  and  we  will  be  out  there  working  for  you. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:   The  President  spoke   at  9:15   p.m.   at  the  H.  James  Field,  Jr.,  Rhode  Island  State  Republican 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Slocum.  In  his  opening  chairman;  Jim  DiPrete,  dinner  chairman;  and  Sec- 
remarks,  he  referred  to  Mayors  Vincent  Cianci,  of  retary  of  the  Navy  J.  William  Middendorf  II. 
Providence,  and  James  L.  Taft,  Jr.,  of  Cranston,  and 
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Message  on  the  Observance  of  Labor  Day. 
August  3h  1973 

LABOR  DAY  assumes  a  special  significance  this  year  as  v^e  prepare  to  celebrate 
our  National  Bicentennial.  Designated  to  honor  America's  working  men  and 
women,  Labor  Day  offers  an  excellent  opportunity  to  review  these  contributions 
in  the  light  of  the  new  goals  that  will  guide  us  in  the  third  century  of  our 
independence. 

America's  workers  are  our  national  strength.  Their  skills  have  forged  our 
greatness.  Their  pride  in  quality  craftsmanship  sustains  it.  We  owe  the 
unprecedented  progress  we  have  reaUzed  in  this  century  to  the  initiative,  deter- 
mination and  talent  of  the  American  worker. 

We  are  a  nation  of  working  men  and  women  whose  willingness  to  sacrifice 
and  eagerness  to  support  responsible  economic  policies  have  pulled  us  through 
many  rough  periods  in  our  past.  This  record  provides  inspiration  and  encourage- 
ment in  this  difficult  time.  It  also  gives  those  of  us  who  work  in  Government  an 
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extra  incentive  to  honor  the  trust  our  working  citizens  have  placed  in  us  by 
ensuring  w^ise,  responsive  and  sensitive  planning  for  our  future. 
I  pledge  my  v^holehearted  commitment  to  this  task. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
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Remarks  for  Labor  Day. 
August  3h  1975 

[Recorded  August  29, 1975.    Released  August  31, 1975] 

THE  GREATNESS  of  America  is  a  reflection  of  the  strength,  character,  and 
the  will  of  the  American  people.  Without  the  dedication  of  millions  of  men  and 
women  willing  to  roll  up  their  sleeves  and  go  to  work,  the  American  dream 
would  remain  only  that — a  dream. 

With  that  dedication  and  hard  work,  America  has  developed  over  the  last  200 
years  into  not  only  the  most  prosperous  of  nations  but  an  enduring  example  of 
the  democratic  process  and  spirit.  Yet,  Labor  Day  is  no  holiday  for  those  who  are 
out  of  work  through  no  fault  of  their  own. 

Let  us  this  year  give  Labor  Day  special  meaning  by  considering  not  only  the 
working  people  but  the  miUions  of  Americans  who  are  looking  for  work.  I 
pledge  to  do  everything  in  my  power  to  generate  new  and  decent  jobs. 

When  figures  are  published  on  the  loss  of  jobs,  some  of  the  losses  are  not  an- 
nounced. These  trouble  me  very  deeply.  I  refer  to  the  loss  of  hope  among  the 
young  people  seeking  their  first  job,  the  loss  of  self-esteem  among  family  people 
who  are  laid  oflf,  the  loss  of  security  that  people  work  for  for  years  to  achieve, 
and  most  importantly,  the  loss  of  faith  in  America's  future.  These  are  tragic 
losses  which  the  United  States  of  America  cannot  endure. 

One  encouraging  factor  on  this  Labor  Day  is  that  there  are  more  than  85 
million  Americans  at  work.  That  is  1,200,000  more  than  6  months  ago.  We 
expect  this  trend  to  continue. 

Let  government,  labor,  and  business  today  unite  to  hasten  the  moment  when 
enough  new  jobs  are  created  on  a  sound  economic  base  to  make  every  day 
Labor  Day  with  all  of  its  rewards. 

As  America  enters  its  third  century,  let  us  pay  tribute  to  those  who  have 
made  our  system  work,  the  men  and  women  of  American  labor,  organized 
and  unorganized. 
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On  this  Labor  Day  1975,  let  us  renew  our  dedication  to  making  sure  that  there 
are  jobs  available  for  all  Americans  who  want  to  work. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:05  p.m.  in  the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  His  remarks  were 
recorded  for  later  broadcast. 
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Statement  on  the  Interim  Egyptian-Israeli  Troop  Disengagement 
Agreement.     September  1,  1975 

THE  INTERIM  agreement  being  initialed  by  Egypt  and  Israel  this  evening 
reduces  the  risk  of  war  in  the  Middle  East  and  provides  fresh  opportunities 
for  further  progress  toward  peace  for  a  troubled  area  whose  turmoil  has  affected 
the  lives  and  prosperity  of  peoples  of  all  nations. 

Under  the  agreement,  Israel  will  withdraw  its  forces  from  the  Sinai  passes 
and  oil  fields,  both  parties  agree  not  to  resort  to  force  and  to  continue  their 
efforts  to  negotiate  a  final  peace  settlement.  I  have  consistently  worked  for  this 
outcome.  I  am  deeply  gratified  by  it  and  proud  of  the  contribution  America  has 
made.  By  reducing  the  dangers  of  military  and  economic  warfare,  this  agree- 
ment is  of  great  significance  for  the  well-being  of  every  American. 

The  parties  have  taken  an  important  and  indispensable  step  on  the  long  and 
hard  road  to  peace.  The  countries  concerned  made  clear  that  they  wanted 
America's  effort  to  continue.  Following  my  meetings  with  President  Sadat  in 
Salzburg  and  with  Prime  Minister  Rabin  in  Washington,  the  United  States 
intensified  its  active  mediation. 

The  agreement  is  fair  and  balanced,  and  we  hope  that  as  a  further  practical 
test  of  peace  on  the  ground  it  will  contribute  to  building  the  confidence  be- 
tween the  two  sides  which  is  required  if  ultimate  peace  is  to  be  achieved. 

The  United  States  does  not  consider  this  agreement  an  end  in  itself,  and  it  is 
strongly  committed  to  continue  to  help  make  progress  on  all  aspects  of  the 
problem. 

I  will  be  speaking  personally  with  Prime  Minister  Rabin  of  Israel  and  Presi- 
dent Sadat  of  Egypt  to  congratulate  them  on  their  leadership  and  statesmanship, 
which  in  large  measure  made  the  agreement  possible.  I  commend  Secretary 
Kissinger  for  his  tireless  efforts  in  bringing  about  a  successful  conclusion  to  the 
negotiations. 

note:  The  text  of  the  agreement  is  printed  in  the  Weekly  Compilation  of  Presidential  Documents  (vol.  11, 
p.  927). 
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Telephone  Conversations  With  Secretary  of  State  Kissinger, 
Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin  of  Israel,  and  President 
Anwar  el-Sadat  of  Egypt  on  the  Egyptian-Israeli 
Agreement.     September  1,  1975 

Secretary  Kissinger.  Hello,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  Henry,  how  are  you  ? 

Secretary  Kissinger.  I  am  fine.  How  nice  to  hear  from  you. 

The  President.  The  same  to  you.  I  have  just  been  warned  by  Ron  [Nessen] 
that  I  have  to  tell  you — and  later  when  I  talk  to  the  Prime  Minister  and  to  the 
President — that  WHCA  [White  House  Communications  Agency]  is  recording 
this  conversation.  You  don't  have  any  objections,  I  trust  ? 

Secretary  Kissinger.  No,  I  don't  have  any  objection. 

The  President.  I  think  they  wanted  it  for  historical  purposes. 

Secretary  Kissinger.  Right. 

The  President.  Let  me  say  very,  very  deeply  how  very  grateful  I  am  for  the 
tremendous  effort  that  you  have  made  in  this  last  round  of  negotiations,  but  I 
know  how  long  and  how  hard  and  devotedly  you  have  spent  many,  many  hours, 
not  only  with  me  but  with  Prime  Minister  Rabin  and  President  Sadat. 

I  think  this  is  a  great  achievement,  one  of  the  most  historic,  certainly  of  this 
decade  and  perhaps  in  this  century.  And  I  know  that  the  American  people  will 
be  most  grateful  for  the  successful  efforts  that  you  made.  I  just  want  to  express 
it  very  strongly  and  very  deeply  for  myself. 

Secretary  Kissinger.  I  appreciate  this  very  much,  Mr.  President,  and  of  course, 
we  have  spent  more  time  on  the  Middle  East — you  and  I — than  on  almost  any 
other  problem. 

The  President.  I  think  if  we  added  up  the  hours,  it  would  be  a  good  many 
days,  and  the  fact  that  we  finally  made  a  successful  conclusion,  I  know,  gives 
you  as  well  as  myself  and  many,  many  others  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction.  It  is  in 
the  best  interests  of  not  only  the  two  countries  ourselves  but,  in  my  judgment, 
Henry,  one  of  the  great  achievements  for  the  world  at  this  time. 

Secretary  Kissinger.  I  think  it  gives  peace  a  chance  in  this  area,  and  the  con- 
sequences, as  the  U.S.  pointed  out  repeatedly,  of  stalemate  were  simply  unac- 
ceptable. 

The  President.  I  am  sure  there  will  be  some  critics,  but  I  think  in  all  honesty 
they  have  to  understand  what  the  alternatives  would  have  been. 
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Secretary  Kissinger.  Exactly,  Mr.  President.  That  is  the  problem,  that  the 
continuation  of  the  stalemate  would  have  had  both  military  and  economic  con- 
sequences for  the  world  that  we  had  to  do  something  about. 

The  President.  You  are  leaving  very  shortly,  as  I  understand,  for  the  actual 
initialing. 

Secretary  Kissinger.  I  am  going  to  see  Prime  Minister  Rabin  now,  and  then 
we  are  going  to  initial  the  documents. 
The  President.  Right. 

Secretary  Kissinger.  Then  shortly  after  that,  I  will  go  to  Egypt  to  meet  with 
President  Sadat  and  participate  in  the  initialing  of  the  documents  there. 

The  President.  You  will  actually  carry  the  documents  with  you  to  Alex- 
andria, then  ? 

Secretary  Kissinger.  Exactly,  the  documents  and  maps. 
The  President.  I  am  going  to  call  the  Prime  Minister  after  talking  with  you, 
and  I  will  express  to  him  my  appreciation,  but  if  you  will  do  it  in  person  for 
me,  I  would  also  be  very  grateful. 

Secretary  Kissinger.  I  will  do  that,  Mr.  President,  and  I  look  forward  very 
much  to  seeing  you  on  Thursday. 
The  President.  You  are  getting  in  Wednesday  night,  as  I  understand? 
Secretary  Kissinger.  That  is  right.  I  am  getting  in  Wednesday  night  about 
9  or  10  o'clock. 
The  President.  Well,  I  will  be  at  the  airport  to  meet  you. 
Secretary  Kissinger.  Thank  you  very  much. 

The  President.  And  it  is  arranged  for  us  to  have  a  [Congressional]  bipartisan 
leadership  meeting  on  Thursday  morning  at  8  a.m. 
Secretary  Kissinger.  Good. 

The  President.  And  I  am  sure  that  their  reaction  w^ill  be  the  same  as  mine, 
that  this  is  a  great  achievement  for  not  only  the  parties  involved  but  for  the 
world  as  a  whole,  and  I  just  can't  express  deeply  enough  my  appreciation  for 
your  own  magnificent  efforts  in  this  area. 

Secretary  Kissinger.  Mr.  President,  we  have  worked  together  on  this,  and 
your  strong  support  and  your  leadership  and  your  talks  with  Sadat  and  Rabin 
made  this  possible. 

The  President.  You  go  over  there  and  participate  with  the  Prime  Minister, 
give  him  my  best,  and  at  the  same  time  give  Nancy  my  very  best. 
Secretary  Kissinger.  Thank  you,  and  the  best  to  Betty. 
The  President.  Thank  you  very  much,  and  we  will  see  you  Wednesday 
night. 
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Secretary  Kissinger.  See  you  Wednesday  night. 
The  President.  Okay.  Thanks,  Henry. 


Prime  Minister  Rabin.  Hello  ? 

The  President.  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  how  are  you,  sir  ? 

Prime  Minister  Rabin.  I  am  fine,  Mr.  President.  How  are  you  ? 

The  President.  I  am  excellent,  thank  you.  I  just  finished  talking  with  Henry, 
and  I  understand  he  is  coming  over  to  meet  with  you  very  shortly  for  the  actual 
initialing.  Let  me  congratulate  you  for  the  superb  efforts  that  you  have  made 
under  most  trying  circumstances. 

I  think  your  role  has  been  one  of  great  statesmanship  under  terribly  difficult 
circumstances,  and  I  congratulate  you  and  compliment  you  on  the  achievement 
of,  I  think,  an  outstanding  negotiation  that  has  culminated  in  a  document  that 
will  lead  to  great  progress  in  the  Middle  East  for  the  benefit  of  the  world  as  a 
whole. 

Prime  Minister  Rabin.  Mr.  President,  thank  you  very  much  for  your  kind 
words.  It  was  not  an  easy  decision.  They  were  complicated  negotiations,  but 
we  have  decided  this  time  to  take  risks — and  I  stress  "to  take  risks"— for  an 
opening  for  peace. 

I  hope  that  what  we  have  decided  will  set  a  new  pattern  in  the  area,  and  we 
all  hope  here  that  the  agreement  will  really  lead  to  both  tranquillity  in  the  area 
and  to  bring  closer  the  positions  of  at  least  Egypt  and  Israel. 

I  would  like  to  thank  you  very  much  for  the  role  that  you  personally,  the 
United  States,  and  your  envoy.  Dr.  Kissinger,  have  served  in  the  achievement  of 
this  agreement. 

The  President.  I  thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Prime  Minister.  Let  me  assure 
you  that  you  can  count  on  us  to  continue  to  stand  with  you.  We  have  a  close 
relationship,  and  it  will  continue  as  we  move  forward  under  the  basis  of  this 
outstanding  agreement. 

You  have  laid  a  solid  foundation  with  this  agreement,  in  my  judgment,  on 
which  we  can  build  for  real  peace  efforts  in  the  future. 

Prime  Minister  Rabin.  We  all  hope  for  it  here,  and  we  really  hope  that  it 
will  be  the  beginning  of  something  which  we  have  not  yet  experienced  in  this 
area,  and  we  hope  that  the  other  side,  the  Egyptian  side,  feels  the  same. 

The  President.  You  can  rest  assured  that  we  will  work  with  you  to  make 
certain  that  the  agreement  is  carried  out,  not  only  in  the  spirit  but  in  the  letter, 
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and  that  we  expect  to  continue  the  relationship  that  we  have  had  over  a  good 
many  years,  your  country  and  ours. 

You  have  heroic  people,  and  the  American  people  are  most  sympathetic  to 
those  that  you  so  ably  represent,  Mr.  Prime  Minister. 

Prime  Minister  Rabin.  Mr.  President,  as  you  are  fully  aware,  we  appreciate 
very  much  you,  we  appreciate  very  much  the  special  relations  that  have  been 
so  significant  in  the  past  and  the  present  between  our  two  countries,  and  I  am 
sure  that  what  we  have  done  there  today  will  add  a  new  dimension  to  the 
relations  between  our  two  countries. 

The  President.  Will  you  give  my  very  best  to  Mrs.  Rabin,  and  I  hope  that 
in  the  near  future  you  can  come  back  and  see  us  again,  sir. 

Prime  Minister  Rabin.  Thank  you,  very  much,  Mr.  President,  and  please 
convey  our  best  wishes  to  Mrs.  Ford. 

The  President.  Thank  you  very  much,  and  we  will  see  you,  I  hope,  soon. 

Prime  Minister  Rabin.  I  hope  so,  too. 

The  President.  Thank  you. 

Prime  Minister  Rabin.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  President. 


[In  the  following  transcript  of  President  Ford's  telephone  conversation  with  President 
Sadatj  President  Sadat's  remarks  are  incomplete  because  of  a  poor  telephone  connection 
with  Egypt,] 

President  Ford.  President  Sadat  ? 

President  Sadat.  Hello.  This  is  President  Sadat. 

President  Ford.  How  are  you  this  morning? 

President  Sadat,  I  wanted  to  call  you  and  congratulate  you  on  the  great  role 
that  you  played  in  the  negotiations  that  have  culminated  in  this  agreement. 

President  Sadat.  Hello  ?  [Inaudible'] 

President  Ford.  Unfortunately,  I  don't  hear  you  too  well,  Mr.  President.  I 
hope  that  my  conversation  is  coming  through  more  clearly. 

Let  me  express  most  emphatically  on  behalf  of  my  Government  the  apprecia- 
tion for  your  statesmanship,  despite  adversity  and  some  criticism,  the  spirit  with 
which  you  have  approached  the  need  for  an  agreement. 

I  am  most  grateful  for  the  leadership  that  you  have  given,  and  I  look  forward 
to  continuing  to  work  with  you  in 

President  Sadat.  Hello  ? 

President  Ford.  Hello.  Can  you  hear  me,  Mr.  President  ? 

President  Sadat.  No,  I  can't  hear  you  very  well. 
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President  Ford.  I  know  that  you  and  I  recognize  that  stagnation  and  stale- 
mate in  the  Middle  East  would  have  been  potentially  disastrous,  and  your 
leadership  in  working  with  Secretary  Kissinger  and  with  the  Israelis,  all  of  us 
are  most  grateful  for. 

And  as  we  continue  to  work  together,  personally,  as  well  as  government-to- 
government 

President  Sadat.  Hello  ?  President  Ford  is  speaking  ? 

President  Ford.  Yes.  I  can  hear  you,  Mr.  President.  I  hope  you  can  hear  me, 
Mr.  President. 

President  Sadat.  President  Ford,  hello. 

President  Ford.  I  don't  hear  too  well,  Mr.  President. 

President  Sadat.  President  Ford  speaking  ? 

President  Ford.  Yes,  this  is  President  Ford. 

President  Sadat.  Go  ahead,  please. 

President  Ford.  The  connection,  unfortunately,  is  not  too  good  for  me  to 
hear  your  comments,  Mr.  President. 

Let  me  say,  if  I  might,  despite  the  difficulties,  that  Mrs.  Ford  and  I  hope  that 
Mrs.  Sadat  and  you  and  your  children  will  visit  the  United  States  sometime 
this  fall. 

Secretary  Kissinger  has  told  me  of  the  very  warm  hospitality  that  you  have 
extended  to  him  and  Mrs.  Kissinger,  and  we  look  forward  to  reciprocating  when 
you  come  to  the  United  States  in  the  fall  of  1975. 

I  regret  that  I  can't  hear.  The  connection  is  very  bad.  I  hope  that  you  can 
hear  me  and  my  comments  from  the  United  States. 

Mr.  President,  I  understand  that  Secretary  Kissinger  is  coming  to  Alexandria 
to  personally  deUver  the  document  for  your  initialing,  and  I  have  asked  Henry 
to  extend  to  you  on  that  occasion  the  gratitude  and  appreciation  of  the  American 
people  for  your  patience,  your  leadership,  and  your  understanding  of  the  need 
and  necessity  for  a  forward  step,  and  important  step  in  the  ultimate  aim  of  total 
peace  in  the  Middle  East. 

President  Sadat.  Hello? 

President  Ford.  Hello,  Mr.  President. 

President  Sadat.  Hello,  Mr.  President. 

President  Ford.  I  can  hear  you  better  now,  sir. 

President  Sadat.  Mr.  President,  I  hope  you  and  your  family  are  well. 

President  Ford.  I  am  feeling  very  well,  Mr.  President,  and  I  hope  you  are,  too. 

President  Sadat.  I  want  to  thank  you  for  your  personal  message.  [Inaudible] 

President  Ford.  Mr.  President,  I  couldn't  hear  every  word  distinctly,  but  I  got 
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the  thrust  of  your  kind  comments  and  your  encouraging  words,  and  I  can 
assure  you  that  we  will  work  with  Egypt,  not  only  in  seeing  that  the  agreement 
is  implemented  with  the  spirit  as  well  as  the  letter,  that  we  will  continue  to 
develop  the  good  relations  between  Egypt  and  the  United  States,  working  to 
make  sure  that  we  expand  trade,  tourism,  and  our  help  to  the  maximum  degree 
possible  and  that  this  is  the  way  that  the  United  States  can  continue  to  play  a 
constructive  role  in  the  most  important  area — the  Middle  East. 

And  you  have  my  personal  assurance,  and  I  am  sure  the  Congress  will  co- 
operate, because  it  is  recognized  in  the  United  States  that  the  Middle  East  is  in  a 
vitally  important  area  of  the  world  and  that  our  participation  in  a  constructive 
way  is  an  important  element  in  the  tremendous  success  that  has  been  achieved  in 
the  negotiations  between  your  country  and  Israel.  I  wish  to  thank  you  very,  very 
much. 

I  said  a  few  moments  ago,  Mrs.  Ford  and  I  look  forward  to  having  Mrs. 
Sadat,  your  family,  and  yourself  here  in  the  United  States  early  this  fall. 

President  Sadat.  Mr.  President,  I  am  looking  forward  to  this  visit  with  you 
and  Mrs.  Ford  and  your  family.  [Inaudible]  I  also  assure  you  we  accept  this 
agreement  as  a  further  step  towards  a  successful  and  peaceful  conclusion.  I  con- 
sider it  a  turning  point  in  the  history  of  the  country. 

I  again  thank  you,  but  it  is  essential,  Mr.  President,  that  we  must  keep  the 
momentum  of  the  peace  process  going  and  continue  it. 

President  Ford.  I  can  assure  you,  Mr.  President,  we  are  going  to  keep  the 
momentum  going  in  the  peace  process.  We  will  not  tolerate  stagnation  or  stale- 
mate. The  momentum  is  on  the  way  for  a  peaceful  solution  on  a  permanent  and 
an  equitable  basis,  and  you  have  my  pledge  that  we  will  make  sure  that  that 
momentum  keeps  going. 

President  Sadat.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  President. 

President  Ford.  I  look  forward  to  seeing  you  after  that  wonderful  visit  we  had 
in  Salzburg,  and  give  my  very  best  to  Mrs.  Sadat,  if  you  will,  please. 

President  Sadat.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  President. 

President  Ford.  Thank  you,  sir. 

President  Sadat.  I  should  like  to  add  another  point,  Mr.  President. 

President  Ford.  Yes. 

President  Sadat.  I  think  I  would  like  to  emphasize  the  importance  of 
[inaudible]. 

President  Ford.  I,  unfortunately,  could  not  hear  as  well  as  I  would  like  the 
last  comments  you  made.  The  connection  from  here  is  not,  apparendy,  as  good 
as  I  hope  you  have  there,  but 
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President  Sadat.  I  hear  you  quite  well. 

President  Ford.  The  efforts  of  Secretary  Kissinger  and  myself,  we  feel,  were 
completely  worth  what  we  have  done,  but  our  efforts  could  not  have  been 
successful  without  the  leadership  and  the  statesmanship  by  you  and  the  equally 
fine  actions  by  the  Israeli  Government  and  Prime  Minister  Rabin. 

But  as  you  said  a  moment  ago,  President  Sadat,  the  momentum  is  moving  in 
the  right  direction,  and  you  have  my  personal  assurance  that  we  will  continue 
that  movement,  because  it  is  vital  not  only  in  the  Middle  East  but  elsewhere 
for  the  benefit  of  all  peoples. 

President  Sadat.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President,  very  much. 

President  Ford.  We  will  see  you  soon,  I  hope. 

President  Sadat.  We  are  looking  forward  to  coming,  with  pleasure,  and 
convey  my  good  wishes  to  your  family. 

President  Ford.  Thank  you,  and  the  best  to  yours,  sir. 

President  Sadat.  Thank  you  very  much. 

President  Ford.  Have  a  good  day,  and  Henry  will  be  there  shortly,  I  under- 
stand. 

President  Sadat.  I  am  waiting  for  him. 

note:  The  telephone  conversations  began  at  12  retary  Kissinger  and  Prime  Minister  Rabin  in  Jerusa- 
noon.  President  Ford  spoke  from  Aspen  Lodge  at  lem,  Israel,  and  President  Sadat  in  Alexandria, 
Camp  David,  Md.  Separate  calls  v/ere  placed  to  Sec-       Egypt. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  on  the  Egyptian-Israeli  Troop 
Disengagement  Agreement.     September  1,  1975 

I  UNDERSTAND  there  is  a  statement  to  be  released  from  the  White  House 
that  points  out  the  strong  feeUngs  that  I  have  that  this  negotiation,  culminating 
in  the  agreement,  is  a  great  success  in  not  only  preventing  stagnation  and  stale- 
mate in  the  Middle  East  but,  more  importandy,  getting  die  momentum  going 
for  what  all  of  us  hope  v^ill  be  a  continued  effort  to  expand  die  permanent  peace 
that  all  hope  for  that  would  conform,  of  course,  to  the  resolutions  in  the  United 
Nations,  242  and  338. 

I  suspect  there  can  be  anticipated  some  criticism,  but  I  respectfully  suggest 
that  if  we  had  not  achieved  this  historic  setdement,  the  alternative  would  have 
been  turmoil,  increased  tension,  obviously  greater  dangers  in  the  Middle  East  for 
a  renewal  of  the  kind  of  tragic  conflict  that  took  place  in  1973. 
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By  the  agreement  between  Israel  and  Egypt,  the  momentum  has  been  con- 
tinued. And  I  am  convinced  that  when  the  Congress  and  the  American  people 
see  what  has  been  achieved  and  objectively  look  at  the  alternative  of  no  success, 
that  the  Congress  and  the  American  people  will  support  our  role. 

Reporter.  What  sort  of  criticism  do  you  anticipate,  Mr.  President  ? 

The  President.  I  am  not  sure  there  will  be  too  much  criticism,  but  there  will 
be  some  legitimate  questions  asked,  such  as  what  is  the  anticipated  role  of  the 
limited  number  of  American  technicians,  civilian  experts. 

I  can  assure  the  Congress  and  the  American  people  that  the  number  will  be  in 
the  range  of  100  to  150.  They  will  be  civiUans;  they  will  be  technicians;  they  will 
have  no  miUtary  role;  they  will  be  in  the  United  Nations  zone. 

So,  this  contribution  by  the  United  States,  I  think,  is  a  constructive  one  and 
not  one  that  has  great  peril  or  danger.  The  United  States  will,  of  course,  con- 
tribute assistance  to  Israel,  and  we  will  continue  our  aid  to  Egypt. 

This,  I  believe,  is  another  constructive  effort  by  the  United  States  to  this  peace 
agreement,  this  effort  to,  in  the  long  run,  provide  a  permanent,  fair,  and  equitable 
settlement  of  the  many  differences  in  the  Middle  East. 

Q.  If  Congress  should  not  approve  the  stationing  of  technicians  there,  will 
the  agreement  fall  apart? 

The  President.  It  would  have  a  very  serious  impact,  because  the  contribu- 
tion of  the  United  States  is  important,  and  those  technicians  are  a  vital  ingredient 
in  assuring  both  Egypt  and  Israel  that  the  agreement  will  be  upheld.  So,  a 
turndown  by  the  Congress  would  have  serious  repercussions. 

Q.  What  will  be  their  role,  Mr.  President?  They  are  not  acting  as  poUcemen 
to  enforce  the  agreement,  are  they  ? 

The  President.  They  are  not.  They  are  going  to  be  stationed  in  what  you 
can  call  warning  stations,  and  their  role  will  simply  be  that  of  a  technician  and 
have  no  other  responsibilities. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  has  there  been  any  Russian  comment  on  the  presence  of 
technicians  themselves  as  distinguished  from  some  criticism  of  having  the  early 
warning  teams  outside  of  the  U.N.  zone  ? 

The  President.  I  have  read  of  some  questions  being  raised.  I  have  not  seen 
any — and  I  don't  believe  there  is  any— direct  objection. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  why  is  it  necessary  to  have  Americans  to  do  that?  Can't 
other  people  be  trained  to  do  that,  or  is  it  more  than  just  the  technical  skills 
they  will  bring  to  that  that  makes  it  important  ? 

The  President.  It  is  a  very  highly,  very  sophisticated  technical  knowledge, 
and  we  have  Americans  who  are  trained  and  who  can  carry  on  that  responsi- 
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bility.  And  I  believe  that  both  Egypt  and  Israel  have  faith  that  ours  will  per- 
form that  function  in  a  responsible  and  fair  way. 

Q.  I  suppose  the  criticism  that  is  going  to  be  leveled  against  that  is  that  by 
putting  those  people  there  you  increase  the  danger  that  they  could  become 
hostages  and  the  United  States  could  be  drawn  in,  in  a  direct  way,  into  a  new 
conflict.  Is  that  part  of  the  reason  they  are  there? 

The  President.  They  are  not  there  for  the  potentiality  of  being  held  hostage. 
They  are  there  to  perform  a  technical  responsibility,  and  I  have  no  fear  that 
they  can  or  will  be  held  hostage  under  any  circumstances. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  there  has  been  some  talk  about  the  figure  of  $3.1  billion  in 
aid  to  Israel.  Is  that  accurate  ? 

The  President.  That  is  not  an  accurate  figure.  Our  aid  will  be  significant, 
but  I  would  not  at  this  point  wish  to  comment  on  the  precise  dollar  total. 

Q.  What  is  the  next  step  in  the  Middle  East  ?  Are  you  going  to  try  to  nego- 
tiate a  Syrian-Israeli  agreement  now  ? 

The  President.  I  can  only  say  that  this  is  a  step  in  the  overall  settlement.  The 
precise  next  step  has  not  yet  been  discussed.  I  will,  of  course,  talk  to  Secretary 
Kissinger  on  his  return,  but  having  achieved  this,  I  can  only  say  our  overall 
objective  fits  in  with  the  two  U.N.  resolutions,  242  and  338. 

Q.  Is  there  any  change  in  the  picture  on  your  dealings  with  Congress  on  the 
oil  veto  ?  It  is  still  expected  it  will  lead  to  a  veto  ? 

The  President.  I  wouldn't  want  to  go  beyond  what  we  said — when  was  it, 
Friday  morning?  I  am  encouraged.  I  am  always  optimistic.  But  until  Con- 
gress returns  and  until  we  hear  from  the  Democratic  leaders,  I  don't  believe  I 
should  comment  further. 

Reporter.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  The  exchange  began  at  approximately  12:30  p.m.  at  Camp  David,  Md. 

518 

Remarks  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Boards  of  Governors 
of  the  International  Monetary  Fund  and  World  Bank  Group. 
September  2,  1973 

Than\  you,  Mr.  Secretary.  Mr.  Chairman,  Mr,  McNamara,  Mr.  Witteveen, 
Governors,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Welcome  again  to  Washington. 

At  your  meeting  last  year,  the  major  areas  of  concern  were  the  international 
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economic  disruption  resulting  from  sharp  increases  in  oil  prices  and  worldwide 
inflation. 

Over  the  past  year  another  problem— stagnation  in  world  economics — ^has 
been  a  primary  concern.  These  problems — increased  oil  prices,  inflation,  and 
recession— are  intimately  related.  Progress  is  needed  in  all  three  simultane- 
ously. Individual  governments  have  responded  with  policies  to  halt  the  decline 
in  economic  activity  and  restore  economic  health. 

I  am  confident  that  these  steps,  combined  with  the  resilience  of  people  and 
institutions  around  the  world,  will  succeed.  But  the  forces  of  recovery  do  not 
always  move  quickly.  Too  many,  today,  national  economies  are  in  an  uncom- 
fortable and  unavoidable  period  of  waiting  for  the  results  of  earlier  actions. 

But  even  in  the  midst  of  recession,  inflation  continues  at  an  uncomfortably 
high  rate.  While  some  progress  has  been  made,  the  simple  truth  is  that  re- 
establishment  of  a  durable  and  noninflationary  period  of  economic  growth  in 
the  world  will  not  be  easy. 

In  the  United  States,  recovery  is  well  underway.  Each  week  brings  additional 
evidence  of  renewed  economic  health,  and  I  am  determined  to  fight  against  an 
acceleration  of  inflation  that  could  restrain  this  recovery. 

The  achievement  of  a  durable  economic  recovery  in  America  is  also  in  the 
world  interest.  A  sound,  healthy,  growing  United  States  economy  is  the  best 
lasting  contribution  that  this  Nation  can  make  to  other  nations.  No  other 
action  by  the  United  States  will  contribute  as  much  to  the  welfare  of  the  world 
economy. 

A  resurgent  United  States  economy  will  assist  expansion  of  trade  and  promote 
prosperity  for  other  countries.  The  United  States  will  continue  to  ensure  that 
goods,  services,  and  capital  move  freely  across  our  frontiers. 

We  will  move  forward  with  negotiations  to  remove  trade  barriers  and  bring 
about  a  more  efficient  use  of  world  resources.  Our  capital  market  will  be  kept 
open.  The  production  of  American  goods  in  short  supply  will  be  increased. 
All  of  these  are  firm  commitments  of  the  United  States. 

The  United  States  is  acutely  aware  that  while  recession  and  inflation  and  high 
oil  prices  have  resulted  in  many  hardships  for  the  industrial  nations,  the  eco-^ 
nomic  consequences  have  been  far  more  severe  for  the  developing  nations.  In 
recent  months,  my  advisers  and  I  have  been  studying  means  of  alleviating  the 
distress  of  the  developing  world.  True  to  the  traditions  of  the  past,  the  United 
States  recognizes  its  responsibilities  to  assist  others  in  the  most  constructive  way, 
and  we  intend  to  live  up  to  those  responsibilities. 
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Yesterday  in  a  speech  delivered  on  his  behalf  at  the  United  Nations,  Secretary 
Kissinger  set  forth  a  wide  range  of  initiatives  directed  to  that  purpose.  Later 
this  morning,  Secretary  Simon  will  address  several  of  these  proposals  in  this 
forum.  These  new  programs,  coupled  with  existing  forms  of  aid  with  the  restora- 
tion of  a  forward  momentum  in  the  world  economy  and  with  the  critically 
important  efforts  of  the  developing  nations  to  help  themselves,  should  form 
the  building  blocks  for  a  better  life  for  people  all  around  the  world. 

You  meet  as  representatives  of  127  politically  independent  nations,  but  also 
as  representatives  of  127  economically  interdependent  nations.  Each  nation  must 
be  free  to  choose  its  own  goals,  establish  its  own  priorities,  and  rely  on  its  own 
institutions  and  traditions.  An  international  economic  system  which  allows  each 
nation  maximum  freedom  of  choice  and  economic  independence  is  imperative. 

Each  government  must  make  its  own  difficult  choices  about  its  own  problems. 
No  country  can  expect  the  actions  of  others  to  resolve  its  problems,  and  no 
country  should  follow  economic  poUcies  designed  to  solve  its  economic  prob- 
lems at  the  expense  of  others. 

Actions  by  any  of  us  affect  the  ability  of  others  to  fulfill  individual  objectives. 
We  must  consult  together.  We  must  pull  together. 

The  United  States  stands  ready  to  work  with  all  nations  to  strengthen  inter- 
national mechanisms  and  international  practices  which  will  enable  each  of  us 
to  pursue  domestic  goals  in  harmony  with  the  welfare  of  others. 

In  reaching  agreement  over  the  weekend  on  the  technically  complex  and 
politically  sensitive  questions  of  a  major  increase  in  quotas  and  on  phasing  gold 
out  of  the  monetary  system,  you  have  already  scored  a  major  breakthrough. 

I  am  confident  that  in  the  coming  months  you  will  complete  the  comprehen- 
sive agreement— including  an  accord  on  exchange  rates— that  you  have  started 
so  well. 

As  we  face  current  world  economic  and  social  problems,  there  is  a  temptation 
to  focus  attention  on  the  changes  in  the  division  of  the  existing  levels  of  world 
resources  and  production.  But  we  must  all  recognize  that  the  problems  of  equity 
and  fairness,  whether  domestic  or  international,  can  best  and  perhaps  only  be 
resolved  in  a  world  environment  characterized  by  economic  expansion.  It  is  the 
restoration  of  such  a  world  that  we  must  all  seek  together. 

If  all  the  nations  act  in  recognition  that  their  own  lasting  prosperity  requires 
the  prosperity  of  others,  we  can  restore  international  economic  growth.  You 
are  here  this  week  to  carry  on  deliberations  directed  to  this  end.  I  welcome  you, 
and  I  wish  you  great  success. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 
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note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:39  a.m.  in  the  Grand  In  his  opening  remarks,  the  President  referred  to 

Ballroom  at  the  Sheraton-Park  Hotel  at  the  opening  W.    Lawrence    Hebbard,    Secretary    of    the    IMF, 

session  of  the  annual  meetings  of  the  International  Gumersindo   Rodriguez,   chairman   of   the   annual 

Monetary  Fund,  International  Bank  for  Reconstruc-  meetings,   Robert   S.    McNamara,   President   of   the 

tion  and  Development  (World  Bank),  International  IBRD,  and  H.  Johannes  Witteveen,  Managing  Di- 

Development    Association,    and    the    International  rector  of  the  IMF. 
Finance  Corporation. 
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Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  the  Trademark 
Registration  Treaty.     September  3,  1915 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

With  a  view  to  receiving  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  to  its  ratifica- 
tion, I  transmit  herewith  the  Trademark  Registration  Treaty,  signed  at  Vienna, 
Austria,  on  June  12,  1973,  together  with  the  Regulations  under  the  Trademark 
Registration  Treaty.  I  transmit  also,  for  the  information  of  the  Senate,  the  report 
of  the  Department  of  State  with  respect  to  the  Treaty. 

The  Trademark  Registration  Treaty  will  establish  an  international  trademark 
filing  arrangement,  through  which  persons  and  companies  residing  in  one  of 
the  member  States  can  more  easily  register  trademarks  (including  service  marks, 
and  collective  and  certification  marks)  and  maintain  these  property-rights  in  all 
of  the  member  States. 

Separate  actions  in  approximately  150  jurisdictions  (i.e.  States,  possessions, 
territories,  etc.)  are  now  required  of  United  States  companies  in  order  to  extend 
the  protection  of  a  trademark  throughout  the  world.  The  complexity  and  high 
cost  of  establishing  and  protecting  trademarks  in  international  markets  through 
the  diverse  national  laws  and  procedures  is  a  serious  problem  for  international 
business  concerns. 

This  Treaty  would  alleviate  these  problems  by  establishing  a  uniform  inter- 
national registration  procedure  through  which  national  trademark  registration 
effects  in  the  member  countries  may  be  secured,  maintained  and  renewed  on  a 
central  international  register  of  marks.  With  a  few  exceptions,  the  effects  of 
international  registration  are  subject  to  the  substantive  legal  requirements  of  the 
participating  States. 

One  of  the  exceptions  is  that  for  the  first  three  years  after  the  filing  date  of  the 
application  for  registration,  no  member  State  may  refuse  trademark  protection 
on  grounds  that  the  mark  has  not  been  used  during  that  period.  Because  of  this 
provision,  and  others  of  lesser  importance,  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  implement 
the  Treaty,  that  our  national  trademark  law  ("Trademark  Act  of  1946,  As 


1290 


September  3  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1975  [520] 

Amended")  be  further  amended.  Opinion  among  interested  persons  and  asso- 
ciations is  divided  as  to  the  desirability  of  making  the  required  amendments.  So 
that  this  important  legislative  question  may  be  considered  in  connection  with 
the  question  of  ratification,  proposed  implementing  legislation  w^ill  be  for- 
vs^arded  to  the  Congress  in  the  near  future.  Since  the  Treaty  is  not  self-executing, 
the  instrument  of  ratification  v^ill  not  be  deposited  until  the  necessary  imple- 
menting legislation  has  been  enacted. 

It  is  important  that  a  Treaty  such  as  this  one  have  the  broadest  possible  mem- 
bership. Since  this  Treaty  w^as  initiated  by  the  United  States,  the  interest  of  many 
countries  is  contingent  on  positive  United  States  action.  I  recommend,  there- 
fore, that  the  Senate  give  early  and  favorable  consideration  to  the  Treaty  sub- 
mitted herev^ith  and  give  its  advice  and  consent  to  ratification. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

September  3, 1975. 

note:  The  treaty  and  accompanying  papers  are  printed  in  Senate  Executive  H  (94th  Cong.,  1st  Sess.). 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Report  on  United  States 
Actions  To  Strengthen  International  Safeguards  for  Nuclear 
Materials.     September  3^  1975 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

As  required  by  the  Foreign  Assistance  Act  of  1974,  I  am  submitting  the  fol- 
lowing report  concerning  actions  to  be  taken  by  the  United  States  to  strengthen 
international  procedures  of  the  International  Atomic  Energy  Agency  (IAEA) 
to  prevent  the  unauthorized  dissemination  or  use  of  nuclear  materials. 

The  Act  requires  that  a  reasonable  amount  of  the  funds  authorized  for  the 
IAEA  as  technical  assistance  should  be  used  to  improve  such  safeguards.  The 
$200,000  program  outlined  in  this  report  in  conjunction  with  other  U.S.  pro- 
grams, will  support  the  task  of  assessing,  influencing  and  strengthening  these 
preventive  procedures. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

September  3, 1975. 

note:  The  seven-page  report  is  entitled  "Report  by  the  President  to  the  Congress  on  US  Actions  To 
Strengthen  IAEA  Safeguards  Procedures." 
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521 

Message  on  the  Observance  of  the  Jewish  High  Holy  Days. 
September  3,  1975 

MRS.  FORD  and  I  send  warmest  greetings  to  our  fellow  Americans  of  the 
Jewish  Faith  as  you  observe  the  High  Holy  Days. 

This  year  adds  a  special  dimension  to  the  meaning  of  your  observance.  These 
solemn  days  are  marked  by  a  traditional  exhortation  to  prayer  and  self- 
examination.  They  mirror  in  a  unique  way  the  general  mood  in  our  country 
as  we  approach  the  celebration  of  our  National  Bicentennial 

On  the  eve  of  the  two  hundredth  year  of  our  independence  as  a  nation,  we  are 
joined  as  Americans  in  a  spirt  of  reflection,  renewal  and  reaffirmation.  This 
same  spirit  has  united  the  Jewish  people  for  centuries  in  the  observance  of  Rosh 
Hashanah  and  Yom  Kippur. 

Each  of  you  can  take  deep  pride  in  the  profound  and  positive  influence  of  the 
Judaic  heritage  on  our  national  life.  The  principles  that  guide  you  in  your 
religious  worship  have  also  inspired  countless  and  enduring  contributions  of  the 
Jewish  people  to  humanity  and  social  justice.  Your  values  are  a  great  component 
of  our  quest  for  the  brotherhood  of  man  under  the  Fatherhood  of  God.  The 
inspired  leadership  and  special  sensitivity  of  Judaism  in  areas  of  humanitarian 
concern  fill  many  brilliant  chapters  of  America's  history. 

Mrs.  Ford  and  I  extend  our  sincere  best  wishes  for  the  Jewish  New  Year.  May 
it  witness  world  progress  toward  fulfillment  of  the  prophets'  vision  of  peace 
and  prosperity  for  all  mankind. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
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Letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  the  President  of  the 
Senate  Transmitting  Proposal  for  United  States  Participation  in 
an  Early  Warning  System  in  the  Sinai  Peninsula. 
September  3,  1975 

[Dated  September  2, 1975.    Released  September  3, 1975 ] 

I  AM  enclosing  for  the  immediate  information  of  the  Congress,  the  text  of  a 
proposal  to  be  signed  by  the  President  of  Egypt  regarding  the  terms  under 
which  American  civilian  personnel  could  play  a  role  in  connection  with  an  early 


1292 


September  3  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1975  [523] 

warning  system  in  the  buffer  zone  between  the  Egyptian  and  Israeli  forces  in  the 
Sinai. 

A  similar  proposal  will  be  signed  by  the  Prime  Minister  of  Israel.  The  text  of 
that  document  is  also  enclosed.  I  intend  to  request  formally  that  Congress  ap- 
prove this  document.  I  would  appreciate  your  views  on  the  form  which  this 
approval  should  take.  As  soon  as  the  official  texts  of  the  other  documents  related 
to  the  Egypt-Israel  agreement  initialed  on  September  1st  have  been  signed 
by  the  parties  in  Geneva,  I  will  be  making  a  formal  transmission  of  the  texts  of 
the  agreement  and  related  documents  for  the  information  of  the  Congress. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed  The  texts  of  the  proposals  approved  by  the  Egyp- 

to  the  Honorable  Carl  Albert,  Speaker  of  the  House  tian  and  Israeli  Governments  are  printed  in  Treaties 

of   Representatives,   and   the   Honorable   Nelson   A.  and  Other  International  Acts  Series  (TI AS  8155  and 

Rockefeller,  President  of  the  Senate.  8156,  respectively). 
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Remarks  on  Secretary  of  State  Kissinger's  Return 
From  the  Middle  East.     September  3.  1975 

Mr,  Secretary  and  Nancy  and  the  party  that  have  spent  so  many  hours  and  days 
in  the  Middle  East: 

Let  me  say  with  great  emphasis  that  I  am  delighted  to  welcome  you,  Mr. 
Secretary,  back  from  this  very  important  mission  of  peace  in  the  Middle  East. 

The  success  of  that  extraordinary  mission  is  of  tremendous  importance,  not 
only  to  the  parties  immediately  involved  but,  in  my  judgment,  all  the  world. 
The  interim  agreement  that  Secretary  Kissinger  negotiated  with  great  skill  and 
with  enormous  diligence  provides  an  important  contribution  to  our  continuing 
efforts  toward  an  overall  settlement  in  the  Middle  East.  For  that,  all  of  us  have 
great  reason  to  be  most  grateful. 

As  far  as  both  sides  were  concerned,  war  was  an  unacceptable  alternative  in 
the  Middle  East.  Both  sides  felt  that  the  risks  of  peace  in  the  long  run  were 
more  acceptable  than  the  dangers  of  war.  The  agreement  initialed  this  past 
week  provides  time  that  will  be  needed  to  work — and  we  intend  to  work  very, 
very  hard — toward  concluding  a  lasting  peace  agreement  in  the  Middle  East. 

America  can  be  very  proud  of  its  role  as  peacemaker  in  these  negotiations,  a 
role  which  demanded  the  respect  and  the  trust  on  each  side,  a  role, which 
demonstrated  again  America's  credibility.  We  can  be  confident  that;  thq  civilian 
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American  technicians  who  will  help  monitor  the  agreement  will  be  making  a 
similar  contribution  to  peace.  I  trust  that  the  Congress  will  agree  that  this  very 
small  contingent  is  an  altogether  proper  contribution  for  the  United  States  to 
make  a  stabilizing  and  secure  situation  in  the  Sinai. 

Tonight,  however,  our  thoughts  are  primarily  centered  on  welcoming  Sec- 
retary Kissinger  back  home.  And  welcome  you  are,  Henry.  Henry  has  carried 
the  flag  of  peace  through  weeks  and  weeks  of  very  difficult  negotiations.  His 
achievements  on  this  occasion,  as  in  the  past,  have  been  remarkable. 

I  am  very  delighted,  Henry,  to  welcome  you  back  with  this  successful  negotia- 
tion. I  know  from  personal  experience  how  long  and  hard  you  have  worked, 
how  difficult  the  task  and  the  problem  has  been,  and  I  can  say  from  a  very 
personal  point  of  view  that  I  am  most  appreciative  and  deeply  grateful.  And  I 
think  my  words  are  the  words  of  millions  and  millions  and  millions  of  Ameri- 
cans. We  thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:    The    President    spoke    at    10:50    p.m.    at       the  Weekly  Compilation  of  Presidential  Documents 
Andrews  Air  Force  Base,  Md.  Secretary  Kissinger's        (vol.  11,  p.  939). 
response  to  the  President's   remarks   is  printed   in 
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Thanks  you  very,  very  much,  Governor  Dan  Evans,  Senator  Magnuson,  Senator 
Stevens,  Congressman  Joel  Pritchard,  Mayor  Uhlman,  distinguished  guests, 
ladies  and  gentlemen : 

It  is  really  w^onderful  to  be  in  Seattle,  and  I  do  thank  you  for  the  beautiful 
salmon.  We  are  now^  the  beneficiaries  in  my  State  of  Michigan,  not  of  salmon 
quite  as  large  as  that,  but  salmon.  We  started  developing  a  few^  years  ago  by 
transplanting  some  salmon  from  this  area  of  the  world,  and  w^e  nov^  have 
tremendous  supplies  in  Lake  Michigan  of  Coho  salmon.  And  v^e  are  proud  of 
it.  They  don't  match  that  salmon  in  size,  but  they  do  remind  us  of  the  vv^est 
coast  and  the  v^onderful  opportunities  that  all  of  you  have  v^ho  live  here. 

May  I  also  thank  you.  Governor,  for  the  beautiful  fruit  and  the  Bicentennial 
medal. 

As  I  flew^  in  from  Washington,  I  couldn't  help  but  be  impressed  w^ith  the 
superb  port  facilities  that  you  all  have  here.  And  that  reminded  me  of  the  great 
significance  that  foreign  trade  has,  not  only  for  you  here  in  Seatde  but  the  im- 
pact that  it  has  in  a  beneficial  way  for  all  of  the  United  States. 
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Naturally,  I  thought  of  Seattle  when  I  flew  out  in  Air  Force  One.  I  suspect 
that  was  made — wherever  the  plant  is — right  here.  [Laughter]  It  is  a  great 
aircraft.  And  of  course,  Seattle,  with  the  Boeing  Company,  contributes  very 
significantly  not  only  to  the  aerospace  industry  as  a  whole  but,  very  importantly, 
to  our  national  security.  And  I  compliment  the  company  and  particularly  its 
employees  for  this  contribution  to  our  domestic  as  well  as  military  security. 

But  also  as  we  flew,  as  we  arrived  in  the  Seattle  area,  we  traveled  over  some 
great,  great  country,  the  Northwest.  I  saw  the  wonderful  fields,  the  grain  grow- 
ing. And  it  couldn't  help  but  have  an  impact  on  me  coming  from  my  part  of  the 
country  and,  particularly,  now  from  Washington,  D.C.,  to  appreciate  how  vast 
our  Nation  is  and  how  diverse  it  is,  not  only  in  agricultural  land  but  people, 
natural  resources. 

When  you  add  it  all  up,  we  in  America  have  something  that  few,  if  any, 
other  countries  in  the  world  have.  We  have  unbelievable  assets  that  we  have 
inherited  from  others.  It  is  our  responsibility — and  I  know  we  will  assume  it — 
to  utilize  these  resources,  whether  it  is  land,  natural  resources,  a  harbor,  a  tech- 
nical scientific  capability.  But  we  will  use  the  resources  of  people  to  make  this 
an  even  better  country  in  which  to  live. 

I  know  all  of  us  in  the  Congress,  in  the  executive  branch,  and  all  Americans, 
some  214  million,  want  America  to  keep  moving  ahead  for  the  benefit  of 
everybody. 

I  thank  you.  Governor  Evans,  and  all  of  you  from  the  State  of  Washington 
for  your  very  warm  welcome.  I  know  I  will  have  a  real  good  time  here. 

Thank  you  again. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:59  a.m.  at  Boeing  Field. 
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Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Governor  Dan  Evans.  Senator  Bob  ?ac\wood, 
Congressman  ]oel  Pritchard,  Chairman  Ross  Davis,  distinguished  guests,  ladies 
and  gentlemen: 

It  is  wonderful  to  be  here.  I  can't  express  sufficiently  my  deep  appreciation 
to  Governor  Evans.  I  do  want  to  congratulate  all  of  you  for  being  here  in  par- 
ticipation in  a  wonderful  political  activity. 

Let  me  say  that  this  kind  of  a  meeting  inspires  me^  as  I  am  sure  it  does  your 
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great  Governor — and  I  will  add  parenthetically  I  find  a  similar  enthusiasm 
and  an  equal  participation  all  over  the  country. 

The  American  people  are  eager  and  anxious  for  what  we  have  to  develop: 
a  party  with  a  program,  with  candidates,  with  enthusiasm.  And  I  thank  you  for 
being  here  on  this  occasion. 

Now  you  know,  I  had  heard  before  arrival  that  you  had  had  some  rather 
disagreeable  weather  for  the  last  3  weeks.  [Laughter^  Of  course,  it  is  not  typical 
of  Seattle,  so  I  had  a  story  I  was  going  to  tell  that  took  somewhat  advantage  of 
this  unique  break  in  the  weather  that  you  have  had  for  the  past  month  or  so. 

But  we  brought  from  Washington  some  good  weather,  so  I  am  just  going  to 
let  the  story  go  and  say  how  nice  it  is  to  be  here  on  a  sunny  day  in  Seattle. 

Governor  Evans  indicated  to  you  how  long  our  friendship  has  existed,  going 
back  to  the  dark  and  dismal  days  in  1965  when  we  took  a  shellacking — or  a  good 
many  did — and  our  party  certainly  did  on  a  national  basis. 

Through  the  efforts  of  people  like  Dan  Evans  and  many  others,  we  started 
a  slow  rebuilding  process.  It  was  the  contribution  of  a  young  Governor  from  the 
great  State  of  Washington  that  was  a  significant  input  into  the  deliberations 
of  what  we  call  the  Republican  Coordinating  Committee.  It  had  Members  of 
Congress,  it  had  former  candidates,  or  Republican  Presidents,  it  had  a  number 
of  Governors,  it  had  State  legislators. 

But  I  could  tell  then,  as  his  record  has  proven,  that  you  had  a  man  in  your 
highest  State  office  who  could  do  the  job,  could  make  your  State  grow  and 
prosper,  and  I  thank  Dan  Evans  for  that  friendship  and  I  thank  all  of  you  for 
keeping  him  in  that  office — 11  years  now,  I  understand. 

I  think  it  is  wonderful,  and  I  thank  Dan  for  his  help  and  assistance  during 
this  past  year,  which  has  been  a  very  trying  one.  You  are  lucky.  Keep  him.  You 
have  got  a  real  fine  person  in  your  Governor.  I  don't  want  anything  to  be  mis- 
interpreted— we  have  had  our  eye  on  Dan,  also.  {^Laughter^ 

Let  me  just  add  another  comment  about  your  only  Republican  Member  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Joel  Pritchard  came,  and  I  had  the  privilege  of  knowing  him  for  1  year  before 
I  became  Vice  President.  But  in  the  span  of  some  25  years,  while  I  was  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives,  I  saw  a  great  many  Members  come  and 
go.  The  ones  that  stayed  you  could  almost  detect  had  a  competence  and  a 
quality  that  would  permit  them  to  serve  for  an  extended  period  of  time.  Others, 
you  had  the  reaction  almost  instantaneously  that  he  or  she  wouldn't  make  it. 

In  Joel  Pritchard,  you  have  the  kind  of  a  Congressman  who  immediately 
caught  the  eye  of  the  people  who  have  some  capability  of  judging,  people  who 
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have  seen  Members  of  the  House  come  and  go  Hke  Greyhound  buses,  and  Joel 
has  done  a  fine  job,  and  you  have  a  good  investment  in  him.  I  hope  and  trust 
that  Joel  will  continue  his  fine  service  representing  this  State. 

I  am  not  going  to  say  anything  about  Bob  Packwood,  because  w^e  are  going  to 
Oregon  later  this  afternoon,  and  I  don't  think  you  have  got  many  votes  up  here. 
[Laughter^  But  anyhow,  I  was  in  Maine  and  Rhode  Island  this  past  weekend 
and  one  thing  I  noticed  was  that  in  both  cases  they  had  young,  vigorous,  active. 
Republican  State  chairmen.  And  it  is  going  to  make  a  difference  in  those  two 
States,  and  those  are  tough  States  for  us. 

Let  me  congratulate  Ross  Davis,  who  has  an  equal  enthusiasm  and  drive.  I 
know  that  Ross  will  work  wonders  for  your  party,  and  I  congratulate  you  on 
his  leadership. 

From  the  many  times  that  I  have  been  privileged  to  visit  the  State  of  Wash- 
ington, I  know  that  Washingtonians  as  a  whole  are  some  of  the  most  inde- 
pendent-minded people  in  our  great  country.  I  appreciate  that,  and  I  am 
grateful  that  we  have  this  solid  group  of  independent  thinkers  and  workers 
and  doers. 

But  I  also  beheve  that  the  Republican  Party  has  a  lot  to  say  and  a  lot  to  give 
to  the  independent-minded  voter  in  America  today.  So  I  suggest  that  we  reach 
out  and  welcome  in  the  independent-minded  voter  in  Washington  and  else- 
where. It  should  be  a  great  marriage,  but  we  ought  to  make  the  initial  overture 
and  gesture.  I  believe  that  they  will  respond. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  independent  voter  is  deeply  concerned  more  with 
the  future  of  his  country  than  with  the  fortunes  of  one  political  party  or  an- 
other. That  independent  thinker  is  concerned  with  economic  progress,  energy 
independence,  national  defense,  the  pursuit  of  justice,  the  protection  of  society 
in  America. 

He  wants  a  good  education,  good  housing,  good  health  care,  and  good  food 
for  his  family— and  at  prices  that  he  can  afford. 

These  are  very  basic  concerns  that  affect  all  of  our  lives  regardless  of  our 
political  persuasion.  These  are  the  elements  that  help  determine  the  quality  of 
our  private  lives,  far  more  determining  the  issues  for  political  debate. 

Improving  the  quality  of  life  in  America  is  the  great  challenge  that  we  face 
as  we  enter  our  third  century  of  independence  just  10  months  from  today. 

In  our  first  100  years,  our  most  urgent  goal  was  to  establish  firmly  and  very 
securely  a  system  of  government  and  an  order  of  society  that  would  safeguard 
our  liberties  and  allow  progress  to  flourish  in  our  new  land.  Our  freedoms  and 
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our  form  of  government  were  the  marvels  for  the  w^orld  and  the  promise  of 
America  that  gave  hope  to  miUions  of  oppressed  people  all  around  the  w^orld. 

America's  second  century  w^as  a  century  of  independence  devoted  to  increas- 
ing our  material  w^ealth,  making  the  most  of  the  industrial  revolution,  ex- 
panding v^estvv^ard  to  Washington  and  California  and  Oregon.  Our  civilization 
advanced  during  this  period  at  an  incredible  pace  vs^ith  a  host  of  inventions  and 
discoveries  that  made  our  lives  more  pleasurable  and  our  w^ork  much  more 
profitable.  America's  past,  like  its  present,  is  a  mixture  of  successes  and  setbacks, 
of  good  and  bad. 

The  future  in  this  sense  w^ill  be  no  different.  And  yet  the  future  must  be 
different. 

We  must  reclaim  our  independence  from  those  huge  institutions  of  society 
w^hich  have  come  so  close  to  snuffing  out  the  fire  of  personal  initiative  and 
individual  achievement.  We  must  rededicate  ourselves  to  those  very  great  prin- 
ciples of  freedom  and  equality  v^hich  first  gave  life  and  purpose  to  this  Nation. 
We  must  demonstrate  that  far  from  being  in  a  state  of  decline,  America  and  its 
people  are  prepared  for  adventures  and  achievements  far  excelling  any  w^e  have 
seen  in  the  past.  We  must  agree  that  a  successful  blend  of  personal  initiative, 
private  enterprise,  and  public  service  v^ill  come  closer  to  solving  our  problems 
in  realizing  our  potential  than  v^ill  total  reliance  on  massive,  musclebound 
bureaucracy  of  government. 

Too  many  Americans  have  relied  too  much  for  too  long  on  the  Government 
in  Washington  to  meet  their  demands,  grant  their  wishes,  and  solve  their  prob- 
lems. I  think  it  is  time  we  look  elsewhere,  more  to  Washington  State,  for  ex- 
ample, and  less  to  Washington,  D.C. 

We  should  look  in  the  offices  and  shops,  the  factories,  the  firms,  the  labora- 
tories, the  homes,  the  schools,  and  the  churches  of  America.  There  is  where 
the  real  strength  and  the  real  promise  and  the  potential  of  America  reside. 
There  is  where  to  find  the  creative  genius,  the  knack  for  problemsolving,  the 
pioneering  spirit,  and  the  Yankee  ingenuity  for  which  this  country  is  so  well 
known  on  a  global  basis. 

I  am  convinced  that  if  we  shoulder  more  of  life's  responsibilities  ourselves 
and  take  a  more  personal  stake  in  the  life  and  success  of  this  Nation,  we  can 
truly  make  a  fresh  start  in  America,  even  as  we  celebrate  our  200th  anniversary. 

In  our  third  century  we  should  seek  to  enhance  the  individual  freedom  of 
each  of  our  citizens  and  strive  to  make  America's  civilization  the  wonder  of  the 
world.  And  we  should  gauge  the  progress  of  our  civilization  not  just  by  our 
standards  of  living  but  by  the  quality  of  our  lives. 
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I  know  that  the  people  in  the  leadership  of  the  Republican  Party  like  Dan 
Evans  and  Bob  Packwood  and  Joel  Pritchard  and  many  others — that  the  Re- 
publican Party  is  prepared  to  help  guide  that  kind  of  progress.  Perhaps  more 
than  at  any  other  time  in  the  history  of  our  Nation,  our  party's  principles 
and  its  objectives  match  the  hopes  and  aspirations  of  the  American  people. 

Our  Republican  commitments  to  fiscal  responsibility,  to  a  vigorous  free 
enterprise  system,  to  a  strong  national  defense,  to  local  control  over  local  con- 
cerns, and  a  personal  freedom  for  the  individual — these  are  commitments  shared 
by  the  vast  majority  of  our  fellow^  Americans  and  your  Washingtonian  friends 
in  this  great  State. 

We  beUeve,  as  Abraham  Lincoln  said,  that  "government  should  only  do  for 
the  people  what  they  cannot  do  as  well  for  themselves." 

We  beUeve  that  the  American  people  have  grown  weary  of  government's 
overblown  promises  and  overbearing  controls. 

We  believe  the  American  people  are  ready  to  do  great  things  for  themselves 
and  for  their  country. 

We  are  prepared  to  govern  but  not  dominate  the  American  people — that  is 
our  pledge  for  the  coming  campaign  and  for  the  years  ahead. 

We  can  help  to  make  these  great  years  great  ones  for  America,  so  much  so 
that  we  and  our  children  and  their  children  may  say  with  new  meaning  and 
with  fresh  enthusiasm  the  words  of  Daniel  Webster:  "Thank  God  I  am  an 
American." 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:   The  President  spoke  at   12:45  p.m.  at  the       to  Ross  Davis,  Washington  State  Republican  chair- 
Seattle  Center.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred       man. 
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Dan,  and  Bob  Packwood,  Joel  Pritchard,  distinguished  public  officials,  ladies 
and  gentlemen: 

It  is  a  great  deUght  and  great  privilege  and  pleasure  to  be  here  again  in 
Seattle.  I  alvs^ays  enjoy  coming  back  to  Washington  because  of  your  great, 
although  somew^hat  moist  w^eather.  And  if  you  are  in  politics,  it  really  is  great. 
It  is  the  only  place  I  know^  w^here  you  can  be  all  v^et  and  still  get  elected. 
[Laughter]  Scoop/  if  you  are  listening,  I  am  only  kidding.  [Laughter] 

^  Democratic  Senator  Henry  M.  Jackson. 
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Let  me  say  with  all  the  sincerity  and  conviction  that  I  have,  it  is  meetings 
like  this  and  the  one  I  v^as  privileged  to  attend  an  hour  or  so  ago,  and  the  one 
that  I  attended  in  Maine  last  Saturday  noon,  and  the  great  one  I  w^as  privileged 
to  participate  in  in  Rhode  Island  last  Saturday  night — I  find  everyvi^here  that 
the  enthusiasm  that  exists  in  one  State  is  apparently  contagious  in  another.  And 
the  net  result  is  that  the  view^s,  the  people,  the  attitudes  of  the  Republican  Party 
are  expanding.  And  I  think  it  is  good  for  the  country,  and  let's  keep  it  going. 

Of  course  you  in  Washington  are  extremely  fortunate  to  have  Dan  Evans  as 
your  Governor.  He  sets  the  tone,  he  sets  the  spirit,  he  is  substantive  in  the  man- 
ner in  w^hich  he  approaches  the  problems,  he  is  far  more  skillful  than  I  in  getting 
a  legislature  to  respond.  [Laughter']  But  I  just  w^ant  to  thank  Dan  for  his  very 
kind  remarks  and  say  to  you  that  wt  v^ho  operate  on  the  national  scene  look 
upon  Dan  as  a  great  Governor,  and  you  are  fortunate  to  have  him,  and  v^e  are 
lucky  to  have  him  in  the  Republican  Party. 

Novv^,  we  have  Senator  Bob  Packwood  here — he  is  from  Oregon,  and  I  am 
not  going  to  say  anything  about  him  now,  because  I  am  going  down  to  Oregon 
tonight.  So  I  will  just  revise  and  extend  my  remarks  in  the  case  of  Bob  at  the 
moment. 

But  you  do  have  in  Joel  Pritchard  the  kind  of  a  person  that  I  could  feel — 
the  minute  he  walked  into  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  watch  and  observe — that  he  was  going  to  stay  and  represent  you.  After 
you  have  been  in  the  House  and,  particularly,  in  the  leadership,  you  can  observe 
and,  after  a  relatively  short  period  of  time,  you  can  get  a  feeling  that  that  person 
won't  be  back  the  next  time  or  this  one  is  just  beginning  a  great,  new  career. 

It  was  my  observation  in  the  time  that  I  served  jointly  with  Joel  that  he  is  the 
kind  that  will  stay.  You  have  got  a  good  investment  in  him;  he  will  do  a  good 
job.  I  certainly  hope  that  you  will  make  certain  that  he  comes  back — and  a  good 
many  more  times  than  1976. 

I  think  it  is  fair  to  say  that  no  political  party  can  really  be  strong  and  effective 
over  a  long  period  of  time  if  they  don't  have  a  sound,  well-led  State  organiza- 
tion. And  I  think  from  all  I  have  heard  and  what  I  am  told,  particularly  from 
the  people  that  work  for  me  who  have  been  out  here,  in  Ross  Davis  and  in  the 
others  in  your  State  organization,  Washington  is  in  good  hands,  and  I  thank 
you  for  making  that  possible. 

It  seems  to  me  that  there  are  three  very  basic  issues  that  we,  as  a  country,  not 
just  as  a  party,  have  to  face :  energy,  the  economy,  and  foreign  policy. 

I  have  some  prepared  notes  here,  but  if  you  will  permit  me,  I  will  extemporize 
rather  than  read  the  script. 
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Let's  talk  about  energy.  You  in  the  great  State  of  Washington,  of  course,  are 
the  beneficiary  in  one  respect  because  of  your  great  utiHzation  of  hydroelectric 
energy.  On  the  other  hand,  you  are  showing  some  vision  in  protecting  yourself 
with  development  of  some  of  the  newer  sources. 

But  equally  important,  you  are  a  very  vital  part  of  making  certain  that  the 
Alaskan  pipeline  is  built  on  time  and  that  great  reservoir  of  oil  that  is  there  will 
come  to  the  Lower  48  on  time.  I  am  not  going  to  quote  the  statistics— I  am  sure 
that  many  of  you  are  far  more  knowledgeable  than  I— but  we  in  the  Lower  48 
are  dependent  on  the  contribution  that  all  of  you  are  making  here  in  the  State 
of  Washington  in  this  regard. 

The  United  States,  on  the  broader  sense,  has  a  tremendous  energy  problem. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  could  have  an  energy  crisis  overnight.  Every  day  that 
passes,  the  country  as  a  whole  is  becoming  more  and  more  dependent  on  foreign 
oil  sources. 

Our  domestic  production  of  oil,  whether  it  is  old  U.S.  oil  or  new  U.S.  oil,  is 
going  down.  Seventy-three  was  less  than  1972;  74"  was  less  than  73;  and  1975 
is  less  than  last  year.  It  is  going  down  slowly  but  seriously,  and  as  we  have 
less  and  less  American  production,  we  buy  more  from  overseas. 

Until  we  get  alternative  sources  or  until  we  find  means  of  sufficiently  con- 
serving energy,  our  country  could  be  extremely  vulnerable  tomorrow  on  foreign 
sources  of  oil. 

So,  we  have  tried  to  promote  in  the  Congress,  I  think,  a  comprehensive  energy 
program.  It  was  a  massive  job  to  put  it  together,  and  it  is  a  big  proposal  in  words 
and  dollars— as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  about  200  pages  if  we  put  all  the  bills 
together.  We  sent  it  up  to  the  Congress  and  said,  "Here  is  a  plan.  We  can  have 
energy  independence  in  the  next  decade  if  Congress  will  pass  this." 

There  were  many  hues  and  cries  and  critics.  I  said,  "Well,  if  you  don't  want  to 
buy  this,  come  up  with  your  own  plan."  I  am  being  not  literal,  but  figurative: 
The  first  week  we  had  535  plans  in  the  House  and  the  Senate.  [Laughter] 

We  have  winnowed  it  down  now— Bob,  how  many?— about  five  or  six. 
But  not  one  of  those  has  been  enacted  into  law,  mine  or  any  one  that  they  are 
proposing. 

We  are  trying  to  negotiate  in  a  responsible  and  reasonable  way  to  achieve  a 
plan  that  is  going  to  move.  I  met  this  morning  with  the  Democratic  and  Re- 
publican leadership  before  I  came  west.  We  are  getting  some  cooperation  from 
some  of  the  Democratic  leaders.  I  hope  we  can  get  more.  I  think  we  can  get  sig- 
nificant support  from  our  Republicans,  but  if  we  don't,  this  country  is  making 
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a  serious  mistake  that  could  aflfect  our  future,  because  at  any  day  there  could 
be  a  turn-off  of  a  substantial  part  of  our  energy  capability. 

America  can't  look  down  the  road  with  optimism  for  success  if  our  security  is 
dependent  on  somebody  else.  So,  if  you  have  influence— and  I  know  you  do— 
try  to  get  some  action  in  the  Congress  on  this  important  issue. 

Let  me  turn  quickly,  if  I  might,  to  the  situation  in  the  economy.  I  start  out  by 
saying  unemployment  is  too  high,  inflation  is  too  bad.  But  let  me  be  quite  candid 
with  you. 

A  year  ago,  the  rate  of  inflation  was  roughly  12  percent,  maybe  12  to  13,  the 
highest  inflation  in  this  country  for  this  century  at  least.  Some  corrective  ac- 
tions were  taken.  We  tried  to  put  the  lid  on  fiscal  policy,  and  there  were  some 
restrictions  as  far  as  monetary  policy. 

The  net  result  is  we  made  slow  but  steady  progress  in  achieving  some  success 
in  reducing  the  rate  of  inflation.  We  are  down  now  somewhere  between  6  and 
7  percent.  That  is  not  good  enough,  but  if  we  do  what  we  have  been  doing,  I 
think  we  can  continue  progress  in  this  critical  area. 

I  said  at  the  outset  in  discussing  this  subject  that  unemployment  is  too  high. 
The  Governor  was  talking  to  me,  and  I  think  it  is  9  to  10  percent  in  your  State. 
But  because  of  the  initiative  of  the  Governor  and  others  in  your  State,  you  have 
taken  it  down  from  what  it  was — what,  16  percent,  roughly  ? — several  years  ago. 

I  commend  you  and  the  policies  that  you  followed  during  that  span  of  time 
were  right.  It  is  not  easy,  as  the  Governor  and  others  know,  to  tackle  this 
problem,  and  it  is  no  easier  on  a  national  basis  than  it  is  on  a  State  basis. 

But  I  am  convinced,  as  we  look  at  the  statistics  and  look  at  the  future — and  let 
me  quote  one  or  two  that  are  important— even  though  unemployment,  the  rate 
of  unemployment  has  been  between  8.5  and  9  percent  for  the  last  2  or  3  months, 
since  March  of  this  year  we  have  had  an  increase  in  the  number  of  people  em- 
ployed of  1,200,000.  In  other  words,  the  people  are  being  put  on  the  payroll  in 
increasing  numbers. 

The  unemployment  rate  is  affected  by  the  total  number  who  are  also  in  the 
labor  markets  and  the  number  that  are  unemployed.  But  as  long  as  we  keep 
steady  progress,  I  am  convinced  that  we  can  come  out  of  a  recession,  the  worst 
we  have  had  since  World  War  II,  not  with  a  quick  fix  that  will  only  lead  us  to 
a  more  serious  problem  in  a  year  or  two,  but  we  can  come  out  of  it  with  a  sound 
and  secure  position  as  far  as  inflation  is  concerned  and  a  healthy,  growing  econ- 
omy that  will  provide  jobs  for  people. 

That  is  what  we  want,  and  we  have  to  provide  around  a  million  and  a  half 
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new  jobs  every  year  for  young  people  coming  into  the  labor  market.  Now,  I  am 
an  optimist,  despite  the  problems  that  we  face  in  this  area. 

Now,  let  me  talk  for  a  moment,  if  I  might,  about  foreign  policy.  For  the  last 
2  weeks  or  thereabouts,  Secretary  Kissinger  has  been  in  the  Middle  East.  He 
arrived  back  last  night.  I  talked  to  him  for  an  hour  or  so  upon  his  return,  and 
I  had  a  meeting  with  the  Democratic  and  Republican  leadership  at  the  White 
House  at  7:45  this  morning,  where  we  had  a  report  from  him  firsthand. 

Let  me  summarize  very  quickly  how  I  see  the  situation,  because  this  agree- 
ment is  a  key  to  building  a  firmer  and  broader  program  for  peace  in  the  Middle 
East. 

I  can  put  it  this  way:  If  we  had  not  had  this  agreement,  the  probability  of 
another  war,  the  fifth  in  20-some  years,  would  have  been  very,  very  high.  You 
know  what  happened  in  the  '67  war  and  the  73  war,  particularly  the  latter,  with 
the  oil  embargo  and  the  economic  dislocations  that  resulted.  If  we  had  not  been 
able  to  help  get  Israel  and  Egypt  together— and  Secretary  Kissinger  played  a 
very  key  role — the  prospects  for  war  in  that  area  would  have  been  exceedingly 
high  in  a  relatively  short  period  of  time. 

But  we  got  the  agreement,  and  the  net  result  is  the  path  of  peace  has  been 
broadened  and  made  stronger.  And  we  will  work  with  others  to  keep  the 
momentum  going;  we  have  eliminated  stagnation  and  stalemate,  and  the 
momentum  for  peace  on  a  broader  basis,  I  think,  can  be  kept  going  and  can 
materialize.  I  am  not  going  to  be  foolish  enough  to  pick  a  date,  but  I  am  firmly 
of  the  conviction  that  the  attitude,  the  atmosphere  is  such  that  this  momentum 
will  keep  going. 

So,  I  am  pleased  to  report  to  you  that  after  the  meeting  with  the  leadership 
this  morning,  some  20  Members  of  the  House  and  Senate,  both  sides  of  the 
political  aisle,  there  was  near  unanimity  that  the  concurrent  resolution  that  will 
be  submitted  to  the  House  and  Senate  will  be  approved. 

The  one  issue  that  I  am  sure  bothers  you — it  was  the  one  issue  that  was  raised 
primarily  in  the  meeting  with  the  Congressional  leaders  this  morning— why  is 
the  United  States  agreeing  to  send  up  to  200 — up  to  but  not  more  than,  and  those 
are  the  precise  words  in  the  agreement — civilians,  technicians,  to  be  a  partner  in 
the  manning  of  these  early  warning  stations  ? 

Let  me  tell  you  the  history  of  it.  President  Sadat,  when  I  met  him  in  Austria 
in  early  June,  suggested  it.  Prime  Minister  Rabin  several  weeks  later  independ- 
ently suggested  it.  So,  we  have  in  this  case  both  Israel  and  Egypt  wanting  us 
to  do  it. 
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Secondly,  they  are  highly  skilled  technicians.  They  are  nonmilitary,  and 
they  will  operate  in  the  U.N.  zone  with  roughly  7  to  8,000  U.N.  military 
personnel. 

Now  they  are,  under  these  circumstances,  a  contribution  to  peace,  and  they 
are  not  vulnerable  as  our  early  technicians  were,  or  miUtary  personnel  were 
when  we  sent  them  to  Vietnam.  There  was  a  war  going  on.  The  North  Viet- 
namese didn't  want  our  military  personnel  in  there.  This  is  a  totally  different 
situation.  Both  sides  in  a  period  of  peace  want  American  civilians  to  be  there 
surrounded  by  U.N.  peacekeeping  forces,  and  this  is  added  insurance  for  the 
maintenance  of  peace  in  that  important  area  of  the  world. 

Let  me  quickly  turn  to  another  subject.  We  have  an  opportunity  later  this 
year,  possibly,  to  put  a  firm  cap  on  strategic  arms.  It  was  my  privilege  last 
November  and  December  to  meet  in  Vladivostok  with  Secretary  Brezhnev,  and 
we  made  a  broad  agreement  to  put  a  cap  on  strategic  arms — they  having  to  cut 
back  and  we  having  to  level  off.  Now,  we  anticipate  further  negotiations  some- 
time in  the  next  several  months— hopefully,  the  possibility  for  an  agreement. 

I  think  the  prospects  are  encouraging,  and  if  we  are  successful,  it  will  be  pos- 
sible for  us  to  have  a  more  economical  military  budget  and  still  have  American 
security  and  still  be  second  to  none. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  we  don't  get  a  strategic  arms  agreement,  SALT  II, 
there  will  be  no  choice  on  my  part  except  to  ask  the  Congress  for  another  $2 
billion  in  funds  for  additional  strategic  arms;  because  if  there  is  no  cap  agreed  to 
between  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  United  States,  and  they  go  off— as  they  have 
a  capability  of  doing,  of  increasing  their  ballistic  missiles,  increasing  their  high- 
performance  manned  aircraft,  and  increasing  their  submarine  construction  and 
their  other  strategic  arms— if  they  go  off  as  they  have  a  capability,  the  United 
States  can't  sit  idly  by. 

But  the  choice  is  a  better  one— to  put  a  cap  on  that  can  be  monitored  and 
where  you  have  an  opportunity  to  control  it. 

The  United  States,  I  can  assure  you,  is  going  to  be  strong  domestically  in 
energy  and  our  economy.  The  United  States  is  going  to  be  strong  internationally. 
We  will  be  a  leader  for  peace  in  the  future  as  we  have  in  the  past.  But  to  do 
that,  we  must  be  strong  at  home  and  capable  in  our  national  security  program. 
Your  great  State  makes  a  contribution  in  so  many  ways,  not  only  in  the  leader- 
ship of  your  Governor  but  in  the  products  that  you  produce,  whether  on  the 
farm  or  in  the  factory. 
I  thank  you  for  your  help.  Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:14  p.m.  in  the  Georgian  Room  at  the  Olympic  Hotel. 
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Remarks  and  a  Question-and- Answer  Session  at  the 
White  House  Conference  on  Domestic  and  Economic 
Aflfairs  in  Seattle.     September  4,  1975 

Dan,  members  of  the  Cabinet,  members  of  the  executive  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, all  of  you  from  the  States  in  the  'Northwest: 

It  is  a  great  privilege  and  a  very  high  honor  to  have  an  opportunity  of  par- 
ticipating in  this  White  House  Conference.  I  thank  your  great  Governor  for  his 
w^arm  v^elcome  on  this  and  other  occasions  here  today.  And  I  can  only  reiterate 
that  it  has  been  aWays  a  great  honor  for  me  to  v^ork  w^ith  him  on  governmental, 
political,  substantive  matters,  and  I  think  you  are  very  fortunate  in  this  State  to 
have  Dan  Evans  as  your  Governor. 

Obviously,  I  am  very  pleased  to  be  in  the  Pacific  Northw^est  and  particularly 
in  the  great  city  of  Seattle  in  the  State  of  Washington.  I  knov^  you  have  had  a 
full  day  of  White  House  Conference,  so  I  will  try  to  keep  my  remarks  brief. 
I  might  say  parenthetically,  I  knovv^  you  have  interrogated  people  from  the 
executive  branch,  from  the  Cabinet.  I  hope  that  you  have  used  all  your  venom — 
[laughter] — if  you  had  any,  on  them  and  w^ill  be  kind  and  considerate  to  me. 

The  Nation's  Goals 

[1.]  As  you  knov^,  many  of  you,  I  am  sure,  I  have  been  a  part  of  the  Federal 
Government  for  26  years,  and  I  am  very  concerned  about  the  ever-widening 
communications  gap  between  Washington  on  our  east  coast  and  our  fellow 
Americans  in  all  other  parts  of  the  United  States.  Too  many  Americans  have 
difficulty  making  their  views  and  their  wishes  known  to  the  people  with  whom 
they  must  communicate  in  Washington.  This  difficulty  was  probably  best  sum- 
med up  in  a  letter,  or  an  envelope  that  I  received  quite  recently.  It  was  plaintively 
addressed  as  follows:  To  President  Gerald  R.  Ford,  or  Vice  President  Nelson 
Rockefeller,  or  Secretary  of  State  Henry  Kissinger,  or  just  plain  anybody  who 
will  listen.  [Laughter] 

As  you  have  seen  here  today,  I,  along  with  other  key  members  of  the  Cabinet 
and  the  staff,  have  come  to  listen  and  to  learn.  I  hope  we  have  kept  the  speeches 
to  a  minimum  and,  hopefully,  our  responses  to  a  maximum. 

I  do  look  forward  to  your  questions,  your  concerns,  your  ideas  about  the  future 
of  our  country,  about  the  directions  that  you  believe  we  should  take.  But  first,  let 
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me  very  briefly  touch  on  some  of  the  basic  directions  I  think  our  Nation  can  and 
should  take  in  the  months  and  years  ahead.  Obviously,  the  economy  is  one  of 
our  principal  concerns ;  energy  is  another. 

Over  the  years,  the  American  free  enterprise  economy  has  created  a  better 
life  for  more  people  than  any  other  system  of  government  in  the  history  of  the 
world.  Yet  in  the  past  year  w^e  have  seen  it  pass  through  some  very  difficult 
times.  Recession  on  the  one  hand,  inflation  on  the  other  have  strained  the 
economic  security  of  millions  and  millions  of  Americans.  Some  of  the  causes  of 
our  economic  difficulties  w^ere  beyond  our  control.  International  developments 
prompted  the  skyrocketing  oil  prices.  Others  w^ere  the  result  of  Government 
activity,  such  as  inflationary  spending  at  the  Federal  level.  But  on  the  basis  of 
the  latest  figures,  the  darkest  days  of  the  recession  are  behind  us.  The  American 
economy  is  starting  a  sustained  recovery  that  v^e  all  desire. 

But  let's  be  frank,  v^e  have  a  long  w^ay  to  go.  Unemployment  is  far,  far  too 
high  and  must  be  brought  down.  Our  factories  must  start  producing  at  maxi- 
mum capacity  again.  And  while  we  must  start  to  fight  the  recession,  we  must 
also  fight  just  as  hard  against  rising  inflation,  a  problem  that  is  still  with  us. 

Another  problem  is  energy  dependence.  No  one  knows  better  than  the  people 
of  the  Pacific  Northwest  the  importance  of  energy  in  the  economy.  At  the  same 
time,  no  part  of  the  Nation  is  more  interested  in  environmental  quaHty.  You 
are  moving  to  combine  the  two,  to  balance  them  in  the  interest  of  both  the 
economy  and  the  ecology.  The  Alaska  pipeline  will  ultimately  make  Seattle  a 
lifeline  of  energy  for  this  part  of  the  country.  At  the  same  time  recognizing  the 
need  for  alternative  sources  of  energy,  you  are  building  nuclear  energy  plants. 

In  short,  you  here  in  Seattle  and  the  State  of  Washington  are  making  your 
own  decisions.  You  are  taking  action  to  ensure  your  future.  We  must  do 
precisely  the  same  thing  at  the  Federal  level. 

You  have  already  heard  from  some  of  the  key  people,  some  of  the  real  experts 
in  the  Administration  on  energy,  inflation,  unemployment,  new  incentives,  the 
working  people,  and  employers.  I  hope  we  can  go  into  the  issues  in  greater 
depth  and  into  any  other  areas  you  wish  to  cover.  So,  let's  start  the  questions. 

Questions 
federal  spending 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Ralph  Davis,  president  of  the  Seattle 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  My  question  relates  to  the  problem  of  inflation.  You 
mentioned  just  now — and  there  is  a  consensus  within  the  business  community — 
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that  excessive  Government  spending  over  the  years  has  had  a  very  serious  impact 
on  this  problem  of  inflation.  Could  you  mention  for  us  the  principal  points  of 
the  programs  and  the  plans  that  your  Administration  may  have  to  try  to  bring 
Federal  spending  more  within  the  line  of  revenues  ? 

The  President.  I  will  be  very  glad  to,  Mr.  Davis. 

In  the  budget  figures  that  were  submitted  to  me  in  November,  shortly  after 
I  was  sworn  in  as  President,  I  was  reviewing  the  budget  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Congress  in  January  for  the  fiscal  year  that  begins  July  1. 

When  the  figures  first  came  to  me,  they  showed  a  deficit  substantially  higher 
than  the  one  I  finally  submitted.  It  was  an  astronomical  figure,  somewhere  in 
the  magnitude  of  60  or  70 — ^or  higher — ^billions  of  dollars. 

In  order  to  get  at  the  basic  problem  that  had  accumulated  over  the  years,  1 
instructed  that  in  the  preparation  of  the  budget,  for  example,  we  should  put 
certain  caps  on  spending  programs  that  would  have  risen  to  coincide  with  the 
cost-of-living  increases. 

I  suggested  a  5-percent  cap.  This  would  have  saved,  as  I  recollect,  $3  or  4  bil- 
lion. It  wouldn't  have  reduced  any  payments  or  benefits.  It  simply  would  have 
put  a  cap  on  the  spending  for  a  1-year  period. 

Unfortunately,  the  Congress  rejected  all  of  those  recommendations. 

We  have  also  instituted  what  I  call  a  no  new  program  approach,  which 
meant  that  any  new  program  other  than  those  affecting  national  security  or 
energy  would  not  be  approved  by  me.  I  thought  we  should  have  a  1-year  mora- 
torium on  new  spending  programs.  So  far,  as  best  I  can  recollect,  we  have  been 
able  to  preclude  any  new  programs  being  initiated  by  the  Congress,  and  we  in 
the  White  House  did  not  propose  any. 

These  are  the  kind  of  efforts  that  we  have  made,  but  despite  that — and  I  want 
to  be  very  frank  with  you — the  deficit,  when  we  added  up  all  the  income  that 
could  be  anticipated  and  the  expenditures  that  were  frozen  into  the  Federal 
statutes,  we  ended  up  with  a  deficit  of  $60  billion — originally  52,  but  the  added 
costs  of  the  recession  made  the  difference  between  52  and  60. 

Now,  our  biggest  problem  is  trying  to  convince  the  Congress  to  go  along 
with  the  caps,  to  go  along  with  our  no  new  spending  programs,  and  to  show 
initiative  in  other  areas. 

But  if  we  don't  for  this  fiscal  year,  you  will  have  more  than  $60  billion 
deficit,  and  you  will  have  built  into  the  next  budget  figures  that  will  probably 
mean  as  big  a  deficit  for  the  following  fiscal  year. 

That  is  one  of  our  basic  causes  of  inflation;  and  it  has  been  in  the  past,  it  is 
now,  and  it  will  be  in  the  future. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Jim  Williams.  As  executive  director  of 
the  Seattle  Opportunities  Industrialization  Center,  my  concern  is  with  the  posi- 
tion of  the  national  Administration  regarding  full  employment  and  training 
opportunities. 

In  the  transmittal  message  accompanying  your  fiscal  year  1976  budget  recom- 
mendation, it  indicated  that  out  of  the  total  outlay  of  some  $349  billion,  there 
will  be  a  deficit  of  some  $60  billion  or  52  or  more.  If  the  economy  were  to  be  as 
fully  employed  in  1976  as  it  was  in  1974,  the  deficit  will  be  totally  eUminated, 
because  there  will  be  an  additional  $40  billion  in  tax  receipts  and  $12.7  billion 
or  less  being  paid  out  in  unemployment  compensation. 

My  specific  question  is,  Mr.  President,  what  exactly  is  the  national  Adminis- 
tration doing  to  reduce  unemployment,  at  least  to  the  levels  of  pre-1974? 

The  President.  Well,  in  the  first  place,  the  figures  you  cite  are  accurate.  If 
we  had  had  a  healthy  economy,  we  would  have  paid  out  far  less  in  unemploy- 
ment compensation,  public  service  employment  and  others,  and  we  would  have 
had  higher  revenues.  The  net  result  would  have  been  roughly  a  balance. 

Now,  unfortunately,  when  the  economic  problems  started  going,  with  in- 
flation at  12  to  14  percent  in  1974,  followed  by  precipitous  increases  in  unem- 
ployment, you  just  can't  turn  a  spigot  and  stop  inflation  and  all  of  a  sudden  get 
the  private  sector  to  do  something  about  increasing  employment  or  reducing 
of  layoffs. 

I  suppose,  or  at  least  you  could  try  in  a  dictatorship,  a  different  kind  of  gov- 
ernment, but  it  doesn't  happen  that  way  in  our  kind  of  free  society. 

Now,  what  we  have  tried  to  do  is  to  restore  public  confidence  against  infla- 
tion by  cutting  back  inflation — I  think  we  have  made  significant  headway — at 
the  same  time,  to  ameliorate  the  unemployment  of  those  who,  through  no  cause 
of  their  own,  but  cutbacks  in  job  opportunities,  to  cover  them  during  this  span 
of  time. 

We  are  making  headway,  but  it  is  a  slower  process  than  it  might  look  Hke  on 
paper,  and  I  have  yet  to  find  an  economist  or  an  expert  in  the  field  of  finance 
or  otherwise  who  could  give  me  a  pat  answer  to  the  precise  question  that  you 
ask. 

It  sounds  good,  but  I  don't  know  of  anybody  who  said  the  President  or  the 
Congress  could  turn  a  wheel  or  turn  a  spigot  and  achieve  full  employment 
without  inflation  after  we  were  in  the  circumstances  of  12-  to  14-percent  infla- 
tion and  unemployment  of  the  magnitude  that  we  have. 
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The  recovery  from  those  very  serious  recessionary  problems  is  a  slow  process. 
In  the  meantime,  w^e  are  trying  to,  in  a  humane  w^ay,  help  those  that  are 
unemployed  and  to  prevent  the  sad  losses  of  inflation  of  those  who  are  working 
as  well  as  unemployed. 

FEDERAL   ELECTION  LAW 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  John  Henry,  I  am  president  of  the  Munic- 
ipal League.  You  are  aware,  I  am  sure,  of  the  public  opinion  polls  which  show 
a  steadily  ebbing  degree  of  confidence  in  government  and  pubhc  officials.  It  is 
partly  because  of  this  that  the  Municipal  League  in  this  State  took  a  major  part 
in  enacting  one  of  the  most  comprehensive  public  disclosure  laws  of  any  State 
in  the  United  States.  Bearing  this  in  mind,  we  are  concerned  about  the  Federal 
election  law  passed  in  1974,  which  is  presently  being  challenged  in  the  courts, 
and  would  appreciate  hearing  your  comments  on  that  act  as  to  whether  it 
should  be  strengthened.  Should  it  be  more  encompassing  than  it  is  at  the 
present  ? 

The  President.  I  signed  the  Congressional  action  putting  on  the  statute 
books  the  campaign  election  law  of  1974.  I  had  some  reservations  about  it.  We 
are  in  the  process  now  of  trying  to  get  the  Federal  Election  Commission  to  give 
some  interpretations  under  the  law.  The  Federal  Election  Commission  is  finding 
some  imprecise  language,  some  ambiguities.  Their  decisions,  I  am  sure,  in  some 
instances  will  be  challenged.  I  am  not  predicting  which  ones,  because  they  are 
just  getting  started. 

I  don't  think  we  should  undertake  any  significant  changes  in  it  until  we  find 
out  how  it  works  in  the  76  election  that  it  will  apply  both  to  the  Presidency  and 
Congressional  races.  I  suspect  after  we  have  gone  through  one  national  election 
and  after  we  find  out  how  it  works,  there  will  be  some  recommendations  from 
a  wide  variety  of  sources,  because  any  piece  of  legislation  as  complicated  as  that, 
as  innovative  and  new  as  that,  is  bound  to  have  some  imperfections.  But  to 
prejudge  it  before  it  has  actually  been  used,  I  think,  is  unwise.  I  would  wait 
until  after  November  of  76  when  we  have  had  practical  experience  and  then 
take  a  look  and  see  what  ought  to  be  done. 

COASTAL  FISHING  LIMIT 

[5.]  Q.  Virginia  Foust,  president  of  the  Washington  State  Federation  of 
Business  and  Professional  Women's  Clubs.  As  part  of  our  legislative  platform 
passed  in  our  1975  national  convention,  we  gave  full  support  to  the  extension 
of  the  United  States  coastal  limit  to  200  miles  wherever  geographically  feasible. 
We  were  taunted  by  the  press  that  this  was  not  a  concern  for  a  woman's  group. 


1309 


[527]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  September  4 

But  from  Maine  through  the  gulf  coast,  up  the  West,  through  Alaska,  we  felt 
as  citizens  it  was  our  concern.  Do  you  foresee  that  this  200-mile  limit  could  in 
the  near  future  be  given  some  consideration  ? 

The  President.  I  was  asked  somewhat  the  same  question  up  in  Maine  last 
Saturday,  so  I  will  tell  you  what  I  said  then.  The  answer  here  will  be  precisely 
the  same  as  the  one  I  gave  there. 

I  believe  in  the  200'mile  concept.  The  Law  of  the  Sea  Conference,  which  is  an 
international  group,  has  been  working  on  a  comprehensive  international  treaty 
or  agreement  aimed  at  solving  not  only  the  200-mile  limit  but  a  number  of  other 
very  intricate  and  complicated  points.  They  adjourned  sometime  last  fall — early 
this  spring,  I  am  sorry — and  are  reconvening  in  either  January  or  February.  Our 
Government's  position  in  this  negotiation  on  a  global  basis  is  for  a  200-mile 
limit. 

Now,  in  the  meantime  the  Congress — in  both  the  House  and  the  Senate,  we 
have  had  unilateral  actions  taken  by,  or  proposed,  so  that  the  United  States 
would  establish  a  200-mile  economic  zone  regardless  of  what  the,  Law  of  the 
Sea  Conference  proposes. 

It  is  my  hope  that,  in  light  of  my  endorsement  of  the  200-mile  concept,  that 
the  Congress  will  wait  and  see  if  we  can't  get  an  international  agreement  obvi- 
ating the  need  and  the  necessity  for  U.S.  unilateral  action. 

I  would  hope  that  the  Law  of  the  Sea  Conference  would  be  concluded  some- 
time in  1976.  We  are  going  to  fight  for  the  200-mile  concept.  I  think  we  can 
get  that  concept  incorporated  in  the  Law  of  the  Sea  Conference. 

So,  therefore,  I  urge  that  the  Congress  slow  down  a  bit  until  we  have  been 
successful — and  I  think  we  will  be — in  the  Law  of  the  Sea  Conference. 

COAL 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Leo  Bodine.  I  am  president  of  the  Idaho 
Association  of  Commerce  and  Industry.  My  question  roots  to  a  problem  that  is 
developing  within  our  State,  the  State  of  Idaho,  as  indeed  it  is  elsewhere  about 
these  United  States,  that  of  a  budding  energy  shortage.  The  question  also  roots 
to  an  awareness  of  a  generally  conceded  fact  that  there  is  an  awful  lot  of  coal 
abundantly  available  to  us  as  an  alternate  fuel.  So  I  ask,  what  do  you  see  as 
necessary  to  substantially  increase  the  use  and  reliance  upon  coal  to  provide 
energy  and  what  can  be  anticipated  in  the  way  of  a  timetable  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  that  objective,  assuming  a  greatly  increased  use  of  coal  can  be 
conceded  to  be  an  objective  ? 

The  President.  In  a  normal  year  for  the  last  several  years — and  I  say  ''normal" 
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because  we  had  a  strike  last  fall — but  in  a  normal  year  we  have  been  using 
roughly  600  million  tons  of  coal  a  year.  Our  energy  program  over  the  next  10 
years  aims  at  increasing  coal  utilization  from  600  milHon  tons  a  year  to  1,200 
million  tons. 

Now,  in  order  to  do  that,  we  have  to  take  some  affirmative  actions  to  get  con- 
version from  oil-burning  utiUties  to  coal-burning  utiUties.  The  reason  for  that 
is  that  we  have  about  a  300-year,  as  I  recollect,  supply  of  coal  in  the  United 
States,  and  we  are  rapidly  running  out  of  domestic  crude  oil  production  in  the 
United  States. 

It  is  going  down  every  year.  So,  we  want  to  get  conversion.  We  want  to, 
through  research  and  development,  develop  new  ways  to  use  coal  more  effi- 
ciently, more  economically,  more  environmentally  acceptable,  and  we  are  spend- 
ing, as  I  recollect,  about  $100  million  in  research  and  development  on  better 
utilization  of  coal. 

I  think  it  is  in  our  national  interest.  It  helps  us  become  less  vulnerable  to 
foreign  oil  sources.  It  is  a  domestic  product  that,  if  we  mine  it  here,  the  money 
stays  here,  but  if  we  don't  mine  it  here  and  buy  more  foreign  oil,  our  money 
and  jobs — they  go  overseas.  We  have  too  much  of  that  now  with  the  kind  of 
prices  we  are  paying  for  overseas  oil  and  the  dependence  we  are  getting. 

So,  I  can  simply  assure  you  through  conversion,  through  research,  through 
a  number  of  other  efforts,  we  are  going  to  become  more  and  more  dependent 
on  American  coal  and  less  dependent  on  foreign  oil  sources. 

AMERICAN  GOVERNMENT 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Bob  Thompson,  publisher  of  the  Post-Intelligencer 
here.  This  is  sort  of  the  second  half  of  a  question  that  was  asked  earlier.  Public 
opinion  polls  tell  us  that  there  is  a  disenchantment  of  citizens,  if  you  will,  about 
public  institutions  and  public  officials.  I  would  think  as  President  of  the  United 
States  you  would  be  disturbed  by  that.  I  guess  the  question  is,  philosophically, 
how  can  we  restore  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  their  government  ? 

The  President.  I  have  watched  those  polls.  I  am  disturbed  by  what  I  see.  It 
is  not  only  a  lack  of  confidence  in  the  Federal  Government,  but  I  think  it  is 
broader  than  that.  If  that  attitude  prevails,  I  think  it  erodes  the  capability  of 
government  to  do  its  job,  public  officials  to  effectively  achieve  what  they  have 
to  do. 

It  is  my  opinion  that,  at  the  Federal  level — and  I  would  not  want  to  comment 
beyond  that,  because  I  have  never  served  in  local  office — it  seems  to  me  that 
whether  you  are  in  the  White  House  or  in  Congress,  the  person  holding  office 
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has  to  come  out  and  solicit  views  and  listen  to  the  views  of  people,  so  that  the 
public  doesn't  get  the  impression  decisions  are  made  in  a  smoke-filled  room  or 
behind  the  locked  door. 

The  people  want  to  participate,  and  I  think  by  conferences  such  as  this  and 
other  means,  the  pubUc  will  feel  they  are  a  part  of  something.  Once  they  feel 
they  are  a  part  of  something,  in  my  judgment,  confidence  will  be  restored. 

THE  MARITIME  INDUSTRY 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Harvey  Mesford,  and  I  represent  the 
Seafarers  International  Union.  In  1970,  the  maritime  industry  was  given  a 
tremendous  shot  in  the  arm  through  the  passage  of  the  Merchant  Marine  Act  of 
1970.  Now,  5  years  later,  this  industry  is  in  dire  need  of  a  booster  shot  in  some 
form  of  cargo  preference,  preferably  in  the  dry  bulk  import  and  export  field. 
My  question  is,  is  there  any  hope  for  legislation  being  passed  and  signed  in  this 
area  ? 

The  President.  I  am  very  familiar  with  the  issue,  and  I  have  talked  with  a 
good  many  people,  both  in  labor  and  management,  who  have  been  involved  in 
this  legislative  effort.  And  the  basic  problem — which  is  what  we  have  to  solve— 
our  merchant  marine  is  being  unfairly  attacked  on  a  competitive  basis  by  highly 
subsidized  foreign  ships,  and  to  some  extent,  other  countries  are  using  the  cargo 
preference  approach. 

I  believe  there  is  a  better  answer  than  specific  cargo  preference  legislation,  al- 
though if  it  were  properly  drafted,  I  said  I  would  sign  such  a  bill. 

But  let  me  just  take  a  specific  case.  In  1972,  when  the  first  shipment  of  grain 
was  sent  to  the  Soviet  Union,  an  agreement  was  reached  so  that  one-third  of 
that  purchase  would  go  in  Soviet  vessels,  one-third  in  United  States  bottoms,  and 
the  other  third  in,  I  guess,  any  bottom. 

Unfortunately,  in  the  3  years,  the  United  States  1  year  got  up  to  its  third,  in  the 
other  2  years  we  were  between  20  and  24  percent.  That  is  inexcusable. 

Now,  one  of  the  problems  is  that  rates  paid  by  the  Soviet  Union  for  the  ship- 
ment have  not  been  adequate,  and  American  shipowners  have  put  the  ships  in 
lay-up.  We  are  in  the  process  now  of  trying  to  negotiate  with  the  Soviet  Union 
a  higher  freight  rate  per  ton  so  that  those  American  ships— about  34  or  35  of 
them— will  be  taken  out  of  lay-up  and  will  be  used  in  the  shipment  of  any 
grain,  whatever  the  amount  is.  This,  in  effect,  will  provide  the  dry  cargo  that  you 
are  talking  about,  or  at  least  I  diink  you  are  referring  to. 

Now,  in  addition,  we  are  trying  to  broaden  the  utilization  of  any  such  ships 
that  are  in  that  category,  so  they  don't  come  back  deadheading,  so  to  speak,  but 
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they  come  back  with  another  cargo,  and  this  is  a  possibiHty.  It  seems  to  me  that 
that  is  a  better  way  than  an  arbitrary  cargo  preference  approach. 

We  are  working  on  it.  We  hope  to  get  the  freight  rate  up,  and  if  we  get  it  up, 
those  34  ships  will  come  out  and  they  will  be  a  part  of  our  active  fleet. 

If  we  can  negotiate  and  achieve  proper  arrangement,  we  might  be  able  to  get 
more  out  without  having  a  preference  per  se.  I  can  assure  you,  I  have  talked  to 
Paul  Hall  and  Phil  Carlip  and  Teddy  Gleason,^  and  all  of  them,  and  I  can  just 
assure  you,  as  I  told  them,  we  are  going  to  get  those  ships  in  active  duty,  period. 

Q.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  He  is  in  charge.  Talk  to  him.  [Laughter^ 

THE  nation's  economy 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Mike  Galvin.  I  am  the  president  of  the 
Washington  Environmental  Council.  Amongst  professional  economists,  busi- 
nessmen, and  just  plain  citizens  like  myself,  there  is  a  debate  as  to  how  we  as  a 
country  and  economic  system  shall  grow.  Will  we  grow  as  we  have  in  the 
past — that  is  one  question — or  can  we  afford  to  have  our  economic  system  ex- 
pand at  the  same  rate  as  it  has  in  the  past  ? 

Part  of  this  debate  reflects  the  concern  that  historical  growth  patterns  cannot, 
in  fact,  be  maintained  in  view  of  diminishing  net  energy  and  raw  materials  and 
increased  pollution  related  to  the  doubling  of  the  gross  national  product  every 
two  decades.  In  addition,  a  critical  question  associated  with  this  growth  debate 
is  how  to  keep  people  employed,  however  we  choose  to  grow. 

I  would  Hke  to  ask  you,  is  it  the  Administration's  position  that  our  eco- 
nomic system  must  expand  at  past  growth  rates  in  order  to  maintain  employ- 
ment levels,  or  can  we  channel  some  of  our  great  resources  and  abilities  to 
different  sectors  of  the  economy  in  order  to  achieve  greater  energy  efficiency, 
greater  employment  levels,  and  more  sensible  use  and  preservation  of  our  nat- 
ural resources  and  environment  ? 

The  President.  Let  me  emphatically  say  that  I  believe  this  country  can  and 
must  continue  its  growth  at  a  high  level — and  I  am  not  going  to  define  the 
level  here.  But  if  we  are  to  provide  about  1,600,000  new  jobs  every  year  for  the 
young  people  entering  the  labor  market,  we  have  to  have  growth.  It  is  manda- 
tory. 

We  can't  bear  these  children  and  then  not  provide  jobs  when  they  become  of 


^Paul  Hall,  president,  and  Phil  Carlip,  legislative  representative,  Seafarers  International  Union  of  North 
America;  and  Thomas  Gleason,  president  of  the  International  Longshoremen's  Association. 

1313 


[527]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  September  4 

an  employable  age.  We  have  to  have  a  society  that  gives  them  an  opportunity 
for  w^ork,  and  w^e  are  going  to. 

I  can't  predict  w^ith  precision  w^hat  that  growth  rate  ought  to  be,  whether  it  is 
higher  or  lower  than  what  we  have  had,  but  we  are  going  to  have  a  sufficient 
growth  to  provide  that  job  opportunity. 

Now  secondly,  I  happen  to  be  sufficiently  optimistic  that  if  we  manage  our 
resources  adequately,  we  can  provide  those  job  opportunities  and  still  not  despoil 
our  environment,  like  we  have  for  the  last  20  or  50  years. 

We  have  been  trying  to  catch  up,  to  make  up  for  the  deficiencies  in  diis  area 
that  were  our  responsibility  for  the  last  two  or  three  decades.  We  have  made 
substantial  progress. 

I  think  we  are  reaching  a  point  now  where  there  can  be  a  balance  to  recover- 
ing our  environment,  preserving  it,  and  saving  it  in  the  future  and,  at  the  same 
time,  maintain  an  economy  that  has  a  growth  factor  to  take  care  of  the  job 
requirements  of  the  young  people  entering  our  society. 

Russ  Train  is  here.  I  don't  know  whether  it  came  from  his  shop  or  not,  but  I 
do  know  a  Uttle  bit  about  the  Great  Lakes.  We  were  in  a  serious  problem  5  years 
ago,  and  through  a  wide  variety  of  activity  forcing  municipalities  to  improve 
their  pollution  controls,  forcing  industry  to  take  corrective  action,  I  saw  some- 
thing over  the  last  several  days  that  the  Great  Lakes  have  stopped  their  degenera- 
tion and  are  now  affirmatively  being  cleaned  up. 

Believe  me,  that  is  an  important  factor  in  that  area  where  some  10  or  11 
States  depend  on  that  fresh  water  for  their  livelihood. 

INTEREST  RATES   ON   SAVINGS 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Kemper  Freeman,  Sr.  I  am  president  of 
the  Bellview  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  I  am  here  representing  the  Puget 
Sound  Chambers  of  Commerce.  The  savings  institutions  are  looked  to  as  a 
primary  housing  source  of  financing  with  all  the  benefits  for  better  living  and 
the  stimulation  of  the  construction  industry  and  our  whole  economy  as  out- 
growths. The  question:  Will  the  Federal  Government  require  private  savings 
institutions  to  operate  under  Federal  price  ceilings  on  savings  interest  rates  and 
at  the  same  time  permit  Federal  Government  agencies  to  out-compete  for  savings 
dollars  by  paying  higher  than  the  legal  limits  for  interest,  and  thus  causing  the 
savings  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  home  financing  ? 

The  President.  I  think  the  best  evidence  that  this  Administration  doesn't 
believe  in  that  is  the  fact  that  over  the  last  8  months  the  in-flow,  the  net  in-flow 
in  savings  and  loans  has  been  the  biggest  in  the  history  of  the  United  States. 
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So,  that  situation  proves  that  this  Administration  is  not  going  to  set  artificially 
high  interest  rates  and  force — not  force  them — but  entice  people  to  buy  Govern- 
ment securities  instead  of  utilizing  the  savings  capabilities  of  the  savings  and 
loan. 

As  far  as  I  know^,  w^e  have  no  intention  of  moving  in  the  direction  that  you 
are  concerned  about.  We  w^ant  the  savings  and  loans  to  have  lots  of  money  so 
they  v^ill  aggressively  go  out  and  try  to  sell  houses  with  the  homebuilders.  You 
have  got  a  lot  of  money,  get  it  out  there  and  let's  get  some  homes  built. 

Q.  Thank  you,  and  good  for  you,  Mr.  President.  [Laughter] 

NATIONAL   HEALTH   INSURANCE 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  John  Hogness  of  the  University  of  Washing- 
ton. What  are  the  chances  of  the  passage  of  a  comprehensive  national  health 
insurance  bill  this  year  or  next  ? 

The  President.  As  I  said  in  my  remarks  or  answ^er  to  one  of  the  questions,  I 
decided  for  the  budget  year  of  1976  that  I  w^ould  not  advocate  any  new^  programs, 
and  that,  of  course,  included  a  comprehensive  national  health  insurance  program. 

I  had,  when  I  was  in  the  Congress,  advocated  a  program  that  was,  I  beUeve,  one 
that  would  use  the  private  sector  and  not  a  monopolistic  Federal  Government 
program  that  could  be  financed  and,  in  effect,  would  improve  our  health  care 
facilities  and  institutions. 

But  it  would  have  imposed— let  me  be  very  frank— new  budget  problems  on 
the  Federal  Government.  In  my  opinion,  because  of  the  deficit  that  we  faced 
and  the  need  to  control  fiscal  deficits,  that  we  couldn't— at  least  for  fiscal  1976— 
endorse  or  support  what  I  had  supported  when  I  was  a  Member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  That  is  my  view. 

Now,  what  is  the  Congress  going  to  do  ?  I  have  noticed  of  late  that  there  has 
been  less  enthusiasm,  apparently,  in  the  Congress  for  such  a  program.  For 
example — this  was  in  the  paper,  so  I  am  not  telling  any  secrets  out  of  school — 
Senator  John  Tunney,  who  has  long  been  an  advocate  of  the  so-called  Kennedy 
health  insurance  program,  publicly  announced  about  2  weeks  ago  that  he  was 
withdrawing  his  support  because  of  the  fiscal  situation. 

I  believe  that  there  is  a  feeling  that  the  approach  ought  to  be  thought  out  more 
carefully.  We  have  the  Kennedy  approach,  which  is  pretty  much  a  government 
monopoly.  We  have  the  approach  that  I  endorse,  which  is  one  that  uses  the 
private  institutions.  You  have  the  American  Medical  Society  that  uses  what  they 
call  Medicredit.  You  have  the  American  Hospital  Association  that  has  some 
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program.  I  think,  for  the  time  being,  we  have  got  to  do  a  Httle  more  in-depth 
study  before  we  commit  ourselves  to  any  program  of  that  kind. 

CONSUMER  PROTECTION 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  it  is  a  real  pleasure  having  you  here  in  Seattle  with 
us  today.  My  name  is  Ken  Bostock.  I  am  representing  the  Washington  Commit- 
tee on  Consumer  Interest.  Recently  in  a  widely  reported  speech  before  the  Hard- 
ware Manufacturers  Association  in  Chicago,  you  promised  to  get  government 
out  of  their  business,  their  lives,  their  pocketbooks,  and  their  hair.  [Laughter'] 

Now,  this  same  theme  has  been  echoed  throughout  the  day  by  your  staff  and 
Cabinet  members.  Now,  virtually  everyone  agrees  with  that  laudable  goal,  even 
consumer  advocates.  Unfortunately  from  our  perception,  too  many  times  the 
perpetrator  of  unnecessarily  restrictive  governmental  regulations  is  not  con- 
sumers, rather  it  is  a  business,  an  industry,  or  a  profession  that  seeks  to  limit  the 
ability  of  others  to  enter  the  marketplace  and  compete  with  them. 

Well,  my  question  to  you  is:  It  has  been  reported  in  the  news  media  that  you 
intend  to  veto  the  legislation  creating  the  Agency  for  Consumer  Protection  when 
it  reaches  your  desk.  First,  is  that  true,  and  secondly,  if  so,  given  the  best  efforts 
of  previous  administrations  to  accomplish  this  same  goal  and  the  continuing 
failure  of  Federal  agencies  to  lessen  these  regulatory  burdens,  why  are  you 
rejecting  this  opportunity  for  instituting  significant  regulatory  reform? 

The  President.  I  am  going  to  veto  the  bill.  I've  so  indicated  that  to  the  House 
and  Senate.  I  am  going  to  veto  it  for  several  reasons.  One,  it  fits  into  the  category 
of  no  new  programs.  Secondly,  it  would,  under  the  legislation  as  it  has  been 
introduced— would  cost,  over  a  2-  or  3-year  period,  just  for  administrative  costs, 
$60  million.  Thirdly,  I  think  there  is  a  better  answer  to  the  adequate  protection 
of  consumer  interests  as  far  as  the  Federal  Government  is  concerned. 

All  the  Cabinet  members  here  as  well  as  their  associates  in  the  Cabinet  know 
that  Virginia  Knauer,  who  is  the  White  House  consumer  head,  has  gone  to  every 
department  and  sat  down  with  the  Secretary  and  his  staff  saying,  "What  are  you 
doing  in  your  department  to  protect  consumer  interests  ?"  And  in  some  instances 
we  have  found  that  Cabinet  officers  or  their  departments  weren't  doing  enough 
and  were  doing  a  lousy  job.  Virginia  has  my  full  support  to  make  sure  that 
departments  perform. 

I  think  that  is  the  way  to  do  it  rather  than  to  establish  a  separate  agency  that,  in 
my  judgment,  is  unnecessary  and  is  cosdy.  And  I  prefer  the  approach  that  I  out- 
lined, because  I  think  it  can  work  and  it  is  better  and  it  will  do  die  job  without 
the  establishment  of  another  bureaucracy,  another  layer.  It  is  not  that  we  don't 
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support  protecting  consumer  interests,  but  we  think  there  is  a  better  way  to  do 
it  rather  than  a  new  bureaucracy. 

REGULATORY  REFORM 

[13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Bob  Polachek,  and  I  am  here  represent- 
ing the  Washington  Bankers  Association.  In  his  remarks,  Mr.  Seidman,  I  be- 
lieve, mentioned  that  the  executive  branch  would  be  taking  a  hard  look  at  the 
effectiveness  of  all  the  regulations,  particularly  those  that  have  been  laid  on 
business  and  industry  in  recent  years,  as  to  their  real  public  benefits  versus  cost. 
We  see  more  rather  than  less  regulation  in  the  immediate  future.  What  is 
actually  being  done  at  the  executive  level  to  address  this  problem  realistically  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  deny  that  the  trend  has  been  for  more  regulation 
rather  than  less.  We  have  initiated  efforts  to  work  with  regulatory  agencies  to 
get  them  to  knock  out  some  of  the  regulations  that  have  been  in  effect  that  are 
no  longer  necessary,  that  are  obsolete  or  obsolescent.  This  is  going  to  be,  un- 
fortunately, a  slow  process. 

One  thing  that  is  forgotten — and  I  will  bet  that  99  percent  of  the  regulations 
that  are  in  effect  are  mandated  by  Congressional  action  and  are  included  in 
statutory  law.  I  just  know  that  is  true.  So,  one  of  the  problems  we  have  is  to  get 
Congress  to  modify  existing  law  or  to  rescind  present  law. 

I  am  not  saying  that  we  can't  make  any  improvement.  I  think  we  can.  But 
we  are  hamstrung  unless  we  get  Congressional  support. 

Now,  in  order  to  get  this  action  going,  I  had  a  meeting  with  all  of  the  perti- 
nent committee  heads  and  their  minority  counterparts  about  a  month  or  two 
ago.  They  are  as  interested  as  we  are.  And  I  believe  the  White  House,  working 
with  the  Congressional  committee  leadership,  can  get  some  laws  amended  or 
laws  rescinded,  and  then  we  can  really  start  knocking  out  some  of  these  un- 
necessary, obsolete,  obsolescent  regulations.  We  are  going  to  try,  I  can  tell  you 
that. 

OCEANOGRAPHIC   PROGRAMS 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  John  Murray.  I  am  president  of  the  Wash- 
ington Newspaper  Publishers  Association.  Incidentally,  I  am  number  13  on 
the  program.  If  anybody  thinks  this  was  a  put-up  job,  I  have  had  to  change  my 
question  three  times.  [Laughter]  I  also  serve  as  chairman  of  the  Oceanographic 
Commission  of  the  State  of  Washington. 

My  question — which  I  just  wrote,  so  I  know  you  don't  know  it — does  the 
Administration  have  any  specific  plan  to  aid  or  promote  oceanographic  pro- 
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grams  such  as  fish  farming,  ocean  mining,  and  other  new  economic  uses  of 
oceanographic  resources  ? 

The  President.  I  know  in  general  we  do  have  such  a  program.  It  is  under  the 
control  and  jurisdiction  of  the  Department  of  Commerce.  Rog  Morton  can  give 
you  the  specifics,  but  we  have  a  program.  It  probably  ought  to  be  expanded, 
because  the  potential  in  the  seas  is  really  unbeUevable. 

Many  people  think  there  is  a  greater  potential  for  society  on  a  global  basis  in 
the  sea  than  there  is  in  the  atmosphere.  So,  I  suspect  there  will  be  pressure, 
increasing  pressure  to  expand  that  particular  program. 

Secretary  Morton.  There  will  be. 

The  President.  Rog  just  says  because  I  said  that  he  is  going  to  recommend 
more.  [Laughter'] 

Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President.  I  would  like  to  particularly  point  out  that 
Puget  Sound  is  a  great  place  to  start.  [Laughter] 

clean  air  act 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Bruce  McPhaden.  I  am  the  regional  vice 
president  of  Kaiser  Aluminum  and  Chemical  Corporation,  located  in  Spokane, 
Washington,  in  the  beautiful,  warm,  sunny,  eastern  part  of  this  great  State  of 
ours. 

The  President.  You  couldn't  do  any  better  than  you  had  today  right  in 
Seattle.  [Laughter] 

Q.  Come  to  Spokane. 

My  company  operates  three  major  plants  in  the  state  of  Washington,  with 
total  employment  of  approximately  3,500  people.  Our  company  is  one  of  seven 
major  aluminum  companies  located  in  the  Northwest  representing  approxi- 
mately one-third  of  the  domestic  aluminium  industry.  Today,  I  am  repre- 
senting the  Association  of  Washington  Business,  of  which  I  am  a  director. 

Like  you,  Mr.  President,  and  your  distinguished  Administration,  business 
and  industry  in  the  Northwest  has  been  concerned  about  three  fundamental 
problems:  One,  getting  our  economy  moving  again  and  people  back  to  work, 
but  doing  so  without  further  inflation;  two,  solving  our  serious  energy  problem 
so  that  we  can  continue  to  have  reliable  and  low-cost  power  essential  to  the 
health  of  our  economy  and  financial  system;  and  three,  making  the  best  use 
of  our  limited  capital  to  improve  productivity  to  better  compete  and  prpduce 
jobs. 

We  have  been  pleased  to  note  that  your  Administration  has  recognized  the 
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necessity  for  greater  flexibility  in  the  use  of  our  limited  capital  to  achieve  these 
objectives. 

For  example,  w^hen  there  is  only  so  much  money  available  for  improving 
productivity,  saving  energy  through  conversion  to  alternate  sources,  of  insti- 
tuting major  conservation  programs,  and  improving  our  environmental  con- 
trol systems,  you  have  recognized  their  needs  to  be  flexible  in  the  law  and 
administration  of  the  law  to  permit  the  best  and  most  productive  use  of  these 
limited  capital  resources. 

In  this  connection,  your  Administration  has  indicated  a  need  to  provide  some 
flexibility  and  relief  in  the  Clean  Air  Act.  The  goal  of  protecting  human  health 
and  improving  our  environment  is  a  mutual  goal  of  your  Administration,  in- 
dustry, and  the  general  public.  But  to  move  too  fast  is  counterproductive  in 
attaining  our  environmental  as  well  as  our  economic  goals.  As  your  Adminis- 
tration has  recognized,  we  must  have  some  flexibility  through  amendments  in 
the  Clean  Air  Act. 

Yet,  on  August  8,  the  Muskie  subcommittee  of  the  Senate  Public  Works 
Committee  published  a  98-page  document  of  subcommittee  recommendations 
and  staff  proposals  for  the  Clean  Air  Act  amendments  which  moves  180  degrees 
in  the  opposite  direction.  It  inserts  several  new  layers  of  regulation,  it  establishes 
new  deadlines,  it  allows  for  almost  all-pervasive  regulation  by  the  EPA,  it  in- 
creases penalties.  The  tone  is  punitive.  It  tightens  and  makes  more  rigid  rather 
than  relaxes  or  makes  more  flexible. 

Mr.  President,  if  I  may  be  excused  a  personal  reference:  Our  company  has 
alone  spent  approximately  $110  million  since  1973  just  to  meet  increasingly 
stringent  environmental  control  standards.  During  the  first  half  of  this  year,  we 
have  spent  as  much  money  on  environmental  and  OSHA  programs  as  we  made 
in  profits  in  our  aluminum  business. 

Mr.  President,  my  question  to  you  is  this.  [Laughter]  What  is  your  Adminis- 
tration's position  on  the  Clean  Air  Act  amendments,  and  will  you  continue  to 
urge  Congress  to  provide  relaxation  of  schedules  and  standards  to  provide  for 
the  flexibility  needed  to  properly  address  this  problem  in  context  with  all  the 
other  economic  and  energy  problems  we  face  ?  And  will  you  continue  to  explain 
to  the  public  the  economic  and  financial  constraints  we  face  and  the  need  for 
accepting  more  reahstic  and  attainable  environmental  goals  and  programs? 

The  President.  In  the  energy  bill  that  I  submitted  to  the  Congress  in  Jan- 
uary, going  along  or  coinciding  with  my  State  of  the  Union  Message,  I  pro- 
posed certain  Clean  Air  Act  amendments  which  would  have  accelerated  con- 
version and  had  other  beneficial  impacts. 
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Now,  that  was  about  a  200-page  document.  I  regret  to  say  not  one  page  of 
that  has  been  enacted  by  the  Congress  from  January  14  to  this  date.  But  never- 
theless, we  submitted,  I  think,  a  good  balance. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  Russ  Train  and  Frank  Zarb,  head  of  FEA — they  have 
somewhat  conflicting  responsibilities — both  agreed  on  the  approach  that  was 
included  in  the  package  that  I  submitted. 

If  the  Congress  would  approve  that  approach,  then  I  think  many  of  the  fears 
you  would  have,  many  of  the  apprehensions  that  environmentalists  would  have, 
wouldn't  exist. 

The  report  that  you  refer  to — I  am  told  by  Russ  Train — is  not  a  committee 
action,  but  it  is  a  staff  report  of  a  Senate  subcommittee.  So,  it  is  only  the  promo- 
tion of  a  staff — and  I  must  admit  from  some  experience  that  they  promote  a  lot 
of  things — [laughter] — not  all  good,  incidentally — but  nevertheless  they  have 
produced  this  subcommittee  staff  report,  and  if  I  were  you  or  those  associated  in 
business  such  as  yourself,  which  would  be  scared  to  get,  from  the  way  you 
describe  their  recommendations,  I  know  how  you  ought  to  go  out  and  fight  to 
oppose  them  and  support  the  Ford  Administration's  recommendations  in  the 
energy  bill  in  January.  [Laughter] 

William  J.  Baroody,  Jr.  [Assistant  to  the  President  for  Public  Liaison].  We 
have  time,  unfortunately,  for  only  one  more. 

The  President.  We  will  have  one  wild  card.  [Laughter] 

NATURAL  GAS 

[i6]  Mr.  President,  Kay  Fanning,  publisher  of  the  Anchorage  Daily  News, 
Anchorage,  Alaska.  The  Alaska  delegation  here  today  are  interested  in  your 
feelings  about  a  possible  Alaska  pipeline.  Could  you  perhaps  comment  on 
the  fact  that  there  is  a  projected  natural  gas  shortage  in  the  lower  48  States 
this  coming  year?  Do  you  see  putting  the  weight  of  your  office  behind  an 
expedition  of  a  choice  between  a  Canadian  and  an  Alaska  pipeline,  and  the 
second  part,  if  it  is  to  be  a  Canadian  pipeline,  do  you  believe  a  treaty  can  be 
negotiated  with  Canada  that  would  make  it  a  completely  safe  proposition? 

The  President.  Well,  first,  there  is  a  serious  and  growing  more  serious 
natural  gas  shortage.  And  this  winter,  at  least  lo  States — assuming  the  usual 
winter — will  have  serious  economic  repercussions — North  Carolina,  New  Jersey 
probably  being  the  most  vulnerable,  but  eight  others — and  I  understand  the 
State  of  Washington  has  some  serious  problems  here  also.  Now,  it  just  makes 
me  sick  that  if  the  Congress  3  years  ago  had  deregulated  natural  gas  in  interstate 
commerce,  we  wouldn't  face  the  problem  that  we  face  now. 
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But  unfortunately,  Congress  decided  that  we  would  keep  low  prices  and  end 
up  with  no  natural  gas.  That  is  not  a  very  sensible  solution,  but  that  is  what  is 
going  to  happen.  Isn't  it  better  to  pay  a  higher  price  and  have  adequate  gas, 
particularly  if  you  want  jobs  and  industry?  But  nevertheless,  we  have  a  real 
crisis  coming  up  this  winter. 

Now,  there  are  some  things  that  are  being  done  by  the  Federal  Power 
Commission,  and  hopefully  by  the  Congress,  to  meet  a  short-term  emergency. 

Now,  to  get  to  your  problem,  there  are  two  proposals,  one,  the  trans-Alaskan 
natural  gas  pipeline  and  the  other,  the  so-called  McKenzie  trans-Canada  pipe- 
line for  natural  gas. 

The  application  of  El  Paso — which  is  the  Alaskan  or  trans-Alaskan  pipeline — 
is  before  the  Federal  Power  Commission  now.  And  I  understand  that  some  of 
the  others  are  intervening  to  object  to  it.  So,  it  is  before  the  Federal  Power 
Commission.  I  do  not  think,  under  the  circumstances,  that  I  should  interject 
myself  or  our  Administration  in  that  proceeding. 

We  want  them  to  act,  but  I  don't  think  we — since  they  are  an  independent 
regulatory  agency — I  don't  think  we  should  be  a  participant  in  the  proceeding. 

Now,  I  did  meet  with  a  Canadian  energy  boss — or  whatever  his  title  is — 
[laughter] — Mr.  Macdonald  up  at  the  dedication  of  the  Libby  Dam  in  Montana, 
which  is  a  joint  project  between  Canada  and  the  United  States.  I  talked  to 
him  about  it,  because  the  trans-Canadian  project  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
his  Government  and  he  has  some  authority. 

But  they  have  a  similar  situation.  As  I  understand  it,  there  is  a  study  now 
going  on  before  their  comparable  Federal  Power  Commission  as  to  whether 
the  trans-Canadian  line  is  the  better  procedure.  His  Government  won't  interfere 
with  that  proceeding. 

Just  what  the  outcome  will  be  in  light  of  the  hearings  and  action  or  potential 
action  before  the  two  independent  agencies,  I  think  we  can't  make  any 
judgment. 

I  am  familiar  with  the  problem.  There  may  have  to  be  some  legislative  action 
taken  such  as  we  did  in  the  case  of  the  Alaskan  pipeline.  I  am  not  saying  for 
sure  that  is  needed,  but  we  aren't  going  to  let  it  languish  and  linger  and  get 
no  answer. 

I  am  not  prejudging  which  is  the  right  answer,  but  we  are  not  going  to  let 
it  sit  there  and  have  no  action.  We  have  to  have  a  decision,  whether  it  is  in  the 
Federal  Power  Commission  or  in  the  Congress. 
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I  do  think  I  have  to  go.  Will  you  excuse  me  ? 
Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:33  p.m.  in  the  Grand  Ballroom  at  the  Olympic  Hotel. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  on  Arrival  at  Portland,  Oregon. 
September  4,  1975 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  vi^hen  v^ill  you  veto  this  bill  which  would  extend  the 
Federal  oil  price  controls? 

The  President.  It  depends  on  whether  or  not  the  Democratic  leadership  can 
produce  a  compromise  which  we  had  agreed  to.  I  understand  that  they  have  not 
been  able  to  get  a  sufficient  number  of  Democrats  to  agree  with  them  on  a  com- 
promise proposal.  Sometime  within  the  time  limit — I  will  have  no  alternative 
since  I  have  gone  more  than  halfway  and  they  can't  produce,  under  the  circum- 
stances, so,  sometime  within  the  10-day  period  I  will  have  to  veto  it. 

Q.  What  is  your  view  right  now  about  the  proposition  of  sending  American 
technicians  to  aid  in  maintaining  peace  in  the  Mideast } 

The  President.  Well,  the  sending  of  American  civilians  on  a  volunteer  basis 
in  a  zone  that  is  covered  by  the  United  Nations  is  the  best  insurance  for  peace. 
It  is  the  best  insurance  against  any  oil  embargo.  The  limited  number,  no  more 
than  200,  is  a  good  investment  in  peace  as  far  as  the  United  States  is  concerned. 

Q.  What  is  your  position  on  the  agricultural  shipments?  Secretary  Butz  had 
some  statements  today. 

The  President.  I  believe  that  if  the  crop  report  of  September  11  is  reasonably 
favorable,  that  it  is  in  the  best  interest  of  the  United  States  to  make  additional 
sales  of  grain  to  overseas  customers.  We  will  have  to  wait  and  see  how  the  grain 
report  in  wheat,  corn,  and  other  feed  grains  shows.  But  if  it  is  encouraging, 
I  think  it  is  in  the  best  interest  of  the  United  States  to  use  this  great  commodity 
for  many,  many  beneficial  purposes  as  far  as  the  United  States  is  concerned. 

Thank  you  very  much,  everybody. 

note:  The  exchange  began  at  5:30  p.m.  at  Portland  International  Airport. 
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Remarks  at  a  Republican  Party  Fundraising  Dinner  in  Portland. 
September  4,  1975 

Dave,  Bob  Packwood,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  am  sure  it  is  very,  very  obvious  that  it  is  a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  for 
me  to  be  here  tonight  in  Portland  for  this  tremendous  gathering  of  many,  many 
Republicans — and,  I  add,  a  few  that  I  know^  of,  very  special  friends — and  your 
most  w^arm  v^elcome  is  greatly  appreciated.  Your  enthusiasm  and  commitment 
is  most  encouraging. 

I  added  in  the  previous  sentence  some  very  close  and  very  dear  friends  of 
mine  who  are  here.  I  was  delighted  to  see  one  of  my  former  colleagues.  She  was 
on  the  other  side  of  the  aisle.  We  had  a  few  differences,  but  we  had  infinitely 
more  agreements.  And,  Edith  Green,  I  thank  you  for  coming,  and  I  am  most 
grateful  for  your  presence. 

In  Edith  Green's  area  of  outstanding  expertise — education — I  don't  think 
there  was  a  Member  of  the  House  or  Senate,  Democrat  or  Republican,  who  was 
more  knowledgeable  and  more  articulate  than  she  with  ideas  and,  I  think, 
thoughts,  programs  that  would  have  been  so  important  for  education.  And  I 
thank  you  again  for  being  here,  Edith. 

I  do  want  to  make  a  donation,  if  it  is  proper.  Last  year  when  I  was  here  and 
had  a  very  full  day,  I  participated  in  an  auction  for  the  Oregon  Museum  of 
Science  and  Industry.  I  donated  a  pair  of  cufflinks,  and  I  am  told  they  went  for 
a  reasonably  high  price — obviously,  for  a  good  cause.  But  unfortunately,  I  will 
not  be  able  to  be  here  for  that  occasion  when  the  meeting  is  held  in  1975.  But  if 
I  might,  I  would  like  to  give  to  Dave  Green  for  transmittal  to  Don  Ellis  a  pair  of 
cufflinks,  and  I  wish  you  well  and  hope  you  do  as  well  in  1975.  [Laughter'] 

I  appreciated  Jack  Faust's  comments  about  our  golden  retriever,  Liberty. 
[Laughter]  I  had  a  confidential  talk  with  Liberty  when  she  returned  from 
Oregon.  I  can  only  say  we  are  anticipating  on  or  about  September  14-16  a 
wholesome  litter  of  golden  retriever  puppies.  I  feel  somewhat  obligated  to  let  the 
Republican  Party  of  Oregon  suggest  a  name  for  the  one  out  of  the  litter  that  we 
keep.  So,  it  is  up  to  you  to  make  some  determination  in  that  regard.  [Laughter] 

I  was  pleased  that  Dave  Green  mentioned  something  that  I  wanted  to  speak 
about,  which  is  the  historic  meeting  of  the  Northwest  Compact,  which,  as  I 
have  perceived  it  from  Washington,  has  effectively  coordinated  the  work  and 
enhanced  the  influence  of  Republicans  of  Oregon,  Washington,  and  Alaska.  I 
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think  this  is  a  concept  that  can  be  immeasurably  helpful  in  puUing  together 
geographical  areas  where  you  have  a  high  identity  of  interests  and  a  community 
of  spirit.  And  I  commend  the  Republicans  in  this  State  for  putting  together  this 
2-year  plan  for  the  party's  activity  and  its  strategy. 

One  thing  that  I  have  noticed  in  some  of  the  travels  that  I  have  made  most 
recently — last  Saturday  I  was  fortunate  to  attend  in  the  State  of  Maine  a  Repub- 
lican gathering  where  we  saw  the  visible  evidence  of  a  revitalization  of  the 
Republican  Party  in  that  great  State.  And  later  in  the  day  I  participated  in 
somewhat  comparable  activities  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  on  behalf  of  the 
Republican  Party. 

In  both  cases  we  had  new,  young,  vigorous  chairmen.  In  both  cases  we  had 
a  unification  of  ideologies  where  we  could  honestly  say  that  the  party,  its  people 
were  going  to  be  pulling  together  for  what  is  in  the  best  interest  primarily  of  their 
State  and  the  country  but  also  in  the  best  interests  of  the  ideologies  which  we  be- 
lieve in.  And  it  is  my  feeling,  as  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  being  in  the  State 
of  Washington  earlier  today  and  here  in  Oregon  tonight,  that  your  party  or- 
ganization, your  leadership  is  doing  precisely  the  same  thing.  I  compliment  you 
and  congratulate  you  for  this  effort. 

This  dinner  tonight,  I  think,  exemplifies  what  can  be  done  as  we  face  some 
very  crucial  issues  and  tremendous  challenges  between  now  and  November 
of  1976. 

The  thing  that  I  have  noticed  in  the  last  12, 14  hours,  that  in  the  West  there  is 
still  that  tremendous  pioneering  spirit,  a  spirit  of  independence  that  is  in- 
vigorating and  tremendously  refreshing.  Two  men  certainly  reflect  this  tradi- 
tion of  independence,  and  I  refer  specifically  to  Mark  Hatfield,  who  is  not  here 
now  but  who  has  been  with  me  a  good  share  of  the  day,  and  Bob  Packwood. 
Both  are  a  tremendous  credit  to  this  great  State  which  they  represent  so  exceed- 
ingly well  in  the  United  States  Senate. 

Over  the  last  few  years  I  have  had  the  privilege  and  pleasure  of  getting  to 
know  both  of  them  quite  well.  If  I  have  learned  anything  in  the  25  years  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  it  is  the  capability  of  analyzing  people  who  have 
quality,  dedication,  integrity,  forthrightness.  And  those  characteristics  which  I 
think  are  invaluable  in  serving  your  State— both  Bob  and  Mark  have  that  to  the 
overflowing.  And  I  thank  Bob,  and  I  will  thank  Mark  later  for  their  con- 
tribution, not  only  to  your  State  but  to  what,  I  believe,  is  in  the  best  interest  of 
our  country.  Thank  you  very  much,  Bob. 

I  am  a  firm  believer  that  party  organization,  party  leadership  is  highly  im- 
portant, particularly  in  a  national  election  year.  I  made  a  commitment  about  a 
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year  ago — I  spoke  to  the  Midwest  Republican  Party  organization  in  the  State  of 
IlHnois.  They  had  all  of  the  people  from  my  part  of  the  country  there  for  one 
of  these  get-togethers  over  a  weekend,  and  I  made  a  commitment  then  that  in 
1976  I  thought  the  Presidential  candidate  ought  to  work  with  and  not  be  sep- 
arated from  the  national  Republican  organization  and  the  respective  State 
organizations. 

And  I  felt  that  such  a  commitment  was  not  only  right  on  a  chart  but  it  was 
right  if  we  were  going  to  get  and  have  available  the  kind  of  leadership  that  is 
necessary  in  every  State.  I  happen  to  think  in  Dave  Green  you  have  that  kind  of 
leadership  here  in  your  great  State,  and  therefore,  I  can  assure  you  that  I  and 
those  that  work  with  me  will  work  with  you  in  the  State  organizations,  in  the 
national  organization,  in  a  Republican  victory  in  1976. 

One  of  the  characteristics  that  I  have  noticed  about  Dave  is  that  he  has  a 
feeling  that  we  ought  to,  as  a  party,  appeal  to  the  independent  voter.  It  is  my 
impression  that  this  has  paid  off  and  will  produce  greater  dividends  in  the 
months  ahead. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  your  State  you  have  sort  of  a  tradition  of  independence. 
If  I  might,  I  would  like  to  make  a  specific  appeal  to  them.  I  think  it  is  important. 

The  independent  voters,  as  I  look  at  them  and  listen  to  them — they  want  a 
sound  and  very  prosperous  national  economy  without  recession  or  inflation  and 
so  do  we  as  Republicans. 

The  independent  voters  want  jobs  for  those  who  can  work  and  help  for 
those  who  cannot.  We  as  Republicans  believe  precisely  the  same  way. 

The  independent  voter  wants  his  country  to  achieve  energy  independence  and 
an  environment  of  high  quality.  We  as  Republicans  have  that  same  thrust  and 
that  same  belief. 

The  independent  voter  wants  a  good  education,  good  housing,  good  health 
care,  and  good  food  for  his  family  at  prices  that  he  can  afford.  We  as  Repub- 
licans have  an  identical  view. 

The  independent  voter — and  there  are  many  of  them,  some  in  more  States 
than  others — ^but  in  most  States  they  are  really  the  margin  between  victory 
and  defeat. 

The  independent  voter  wants  the  scales  of  justice  to  balance  the  rights  of  the 
criminal  defendant  with  the  rights  of  a  law-abiding  society  and  so  do  we. 

Our  friends  the  independent  voter  wants  America's  national  defense  second 
to  none.  They  recognize,  as  we  do,  that  this  is  the  best  way  to  ensure  peace. 

If  I  might  say  parenthetically  at  this  point,  within  the  last  24  or  48  hours,  a 
giant  step,  in  my  opinion,  has  been  taken  for  peace  with  the  successful  negotia- 
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tions  between  Israel  and  Egypt.  This  negotiation,  which  has  Hterally  gone  on 
for  months  but  culminated  in  the  last  several  weeks,  was  successful  because  of 
the  patience,  the  direction,  and  the  leadership  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  Henry  Kissinger. 

I  know  some  questions  have  been  raised — and  questions  should  be  raised  in  a 
situation  like  this — but  when  you  analyze  what  the  alternative  was  to  a  settle- 
ment, the  alternative  was  almost  inevitable  war  in  6  to  8  months. 

By  taking  some  risks  that  I  think  are  manageable,  we  have  gambled  for  peace 
in  the  most  volatile,  most  difficult,  complex,  controversial  area  in  the  globe.  I 
believe  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  after  they  have  looked  at  the 
alternatives  which,  in  my  judgment,  were  an  invitation  to  conflict  and  see  what 
has  been  done  with  our  leadership,  the  Congress  will  support  a  gamble  for  peace. 

It  is  in  our  best  interests  in  every  way  that  I  can  see  it.  I  believe  that  most 
Americans — Republicans,  Independents,  or  Democrats — will  support  our  leader- 
ship, our  forthright  efforts  to  bring  two  nations  together  that  have  literally  been 
apart,  fighting,  disagreeing.  And  this  is  the  kind  of  leadership  that  I  think  is 
important,  not  only  in  this  case  but  in  others,  to  lead  us  down  a  firm,  constructive 
road  of  peace,  not  only  in  that  area  of  the  world  but  elsewhere. 

Now,  the  independent  voter  wants  relief  from  higher  and  higher  taxes,  from 
more  and  more  Federal  programs,  and  from  bigger  and  bigger  budget  deficits. 
This  has  been  the  record  of  the  Republican  Party  for  all  of  my  lifetime,  and  I 
think  it  will  be  our  program  and  policies  in  the  months  ahead. 

Every  time  I  think  of  more  and  more  Federal  programs,  bigger  and  bigger 
Federal  budgets  with  the  inevitable  deficits  that  they  place,  I  am  reminded  of 
several  incidents  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives  where  there  were 
those  in  the  House  of  Representatives  who  thought  every  time  we  had  a  problem 
the  answer  was  another  program  with  more  Federal  spending.  That  was  the 
inevitable  conclusion  that  many  people  came  to. 

One  day  I  was  sitting  there  talking  to  one  of  my  associates  or  colleagues  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  And  after  we  had  gone  through  this  sort  of  inevitable 
schedule  that  seems  to  come  up  all  the  time  when  there  is  a  problem  and  we  have 
to  have  solutions,  I  thought  to  myself— and  the  person  who  was  debating  and 
speaking  and  proposing  this  program  was  a  fine  person;  I  am  not  disagreeing 
with  his  motives— but  I  thought  to  myself,  don't  those  he  represents  understand 
that  a  government  big  enough  to  give  us  everything  we  want  is  a  government  big 
enough  to  take  from  us  everything  we  have  ? 

Even  more  importantly,  the  independent  voter  wants  America  to  get  moving 
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on  the  myriad  problems  facing  it,  moving  confidently  toward  the  future,  and  so 
do  we. 

There  is  one  thing  that  my  25  years  of  public  service  have  taught  me,  and  it  is 
this:  A  successful  blend  of  personal  initiative,  private  enterprise,  and  public 
service  will  come  closer  to  solving  our  problems  and  realizing  our  country's  great 
potential  than  will  reliance  on  the  massive,  musclebound  bureaucracy  of  govern- 
ment by  itself. 

For  far,  far  too  long,  too  many  Americans  have  relied  too  much  on  the  Federal 
Government  in  our  great  Capital  to  meet  their  needs,  grant  their  wishes,  and 
solve  their  problems.  We  have  already  lost  too  much  of  the  enterprise  and  the 
initiative  and  self-reliance  which  made  America  the  hardiest  of  people  in  this  the 
greatest  of  nations.  As  Abraham  Lincoln  so  well  put  it,  "The  role  of  the  national 
Government  is  to  help  people  who  cannot  help  themselves." 

I  think  it  is  time  we  began  to  look  elsewhere  for  the  solution  to  too  many  of 
our  problems— to  our  State  capitals  and  our  county  seats  and  our  town  coun- 
cils, to  our  offices,  our  shops,  our  factories,  and  our  farms,  to  our  homes,  to  our 
schools,  and  to  our  churches  of  America,  and  then— I  put  with  emphasis— to 
ourselves. 

That  is  where  the  real  power  and  the  real  potential  of  America  resides.  That 
is  where  to  find  the  creative  genius,  the  knack  for  problemsolving,  the  pioneering 
spirit,  the  Yankee  ingenuity  for  which  this  country  is  so  well  known. 

I  firmly  believe  that  if  each  of  us  shoulder  more  of  life's  responsibilities,  taking 
a  very  personal  interest  to  match  the  personal  stake  we  have  in  the  life  and  the 
success  of  this  Nation,  we  can  truly  make  it  a  fresh  start  on  America's  problems 
and  develop  some  new  solutions  even  as  we  celebrate  our  200th  birthday. 

Thank  you  and  good  night. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  7:47  p.m.  in  the  Grand  Oregon  Museum  of  Science  and  Industry  board  of 

Ballroom  at  the  Sheraton-Portland  Motor  Inn.  In  trustees,  and  Jack  Faust,  master  of  ceremonies  for 

his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Dave  Green,  Oregon  State  the  dinner. 
Republican  chairman,  Don  A.  Ellis,  chairman  of  the 
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Remarks  at  the  Portland  Youth  Bicentennial  Rally  in  Portland. 

September  4,  1975 

WOW,  what  an  experience!  I  know  we  have  an  energy  shortage,  but  I  sure  don't 
see  any  sign  of  it  tonight.  Thank  you. 
I  just  finished  telHng  a  banquet  audience  that  I  came  to  Oregon  just  to  visit,  not 
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to  stay.  Well,  after  an  ovation  like  that,  it  won't  take  much  convincing  to  get  me 
to  change  my  mind. 

Now  I  know  why  the  Portland  Timbers  ^  are  doing  so  well.  [Laughter]  You 
sure  know  how  to  make  a  fellow  feel  like  a  champion.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Let  me  express  my  appreciation  to  Dirk  [Edwards]  and  your  fellow  emcees, 
Governor  Bob  Straub,  Senator  Mark  Hatfield,  and  all  of  you  great,  young 
Americans  and,  I  say  with  confidence,  the  future  leaders  of  this  great  country. 

Obviously,  I  am  delighted  and  pleased  to  join  with  so  many  energetic, 
enthusiastic  young  Americans  in  this  birthday  celebration.  I  understand  that 
this  rally  is  one  of  numerous  Bicentennial  activities  in  this  area  of  our  country, 
and  I  commend  your  plans  to  remember  the  past  but,  just  as  importantly,  to  look 
at  the  future.  That  is  the  right  note  for  our  Bicentennial  celebrations  through  the 
length  and  the  breadth  of  America. 

The  youth  organizations  represented  here  tonight  have  contributed  so  much 
in  a  constructive  way  to  this  great  country.  America  owes  very  special  thanks  to 
the  thousands  and  thousands  of  men  and  women  who  donate  their  talents  and 
time  to  work  with  this  tremendous  reservoir  of  youth  talent  and  capabiUty. 

The  tradition  of  service  of  the  Boy  Scouts,  the  Girl  Scouts,  Campfire  Girls, 
4-H,  Salvation  Army,  Red  Cross,  YMCA,  YWCA,  and  the  Boys  Club  is  a  very 
solid  part  of  our  fine  American  system  and  tradition. 

Tonight,  I  want  to  thank  those  organizations  and  the  men  and  women 
behind  them  for  what  they  have  done,  are  doing  for  America.  We  are  deeply 
indebted  to  each  and  every  one  of  you,  214  million  Americans  who  are  very 
grateful. 

I  know  firsthand  from  a  good  many  years  in  the  Boy  Scouts  how  meaningful 
and  important  organizations  of  this  kind  are  to  youngsters  growing  up.  I  chal- 
lenge all  of  you  in  this  audience  and  all  young  people  nationwide  to  continue  this 
fine  tradition  of  service  and  the  betterment  of  society. 

As  we  celebrate  America's  200th  year,  its  200th  birthday,  let's  remember  that 
this  Bicentennial  isn't  solely  about  patriots  who  made  a  successful  revolution. 
It  is  about  all  our  Americans  who  took  the  dream  of  a  new  land,  a  new  land  of 
freedom,  and  made  it  a  reality  over  the  years  since  1776.  Millions  of  men  and 
women  whose  names  we  will  never  know  and  whose  heroism  went  unsung 
made  that  dream  live. 

To  be  sure,  we  honor  the  wise  and  articulate  men  who  wrote  what  I  consider 
two  of  the  greatest  documents  ever  devised  by  man— the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence and  the  United  States  Constitution. 

^  A  team  in  the  North  American  Soccer  League. 
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But  the  Revolution  and  its  aftermath  could  have  been  a  temporary  footnote 
in  the  chronicle  of  its  day  w^ithout  the  unsung,  unnamed  Americans  w^ho  made 
it  permanent  and  imprinted  its  achievements  indelibly  in  history. 

Before  the  Revolution,  the  first  English  settlers  dreamed  of  a  better  life  and 
more  freedom.  They  matched  that  glorious  dream  with  a  willingness  to  cross  an 
ocean  and  civilize  a  wilderness. 

This  beautiful  Pacific  Northwest  was  settled  by  this  same  brand  of  courageous 
pioneers  who  carried  the  concept  of  self-government  and  faith  in  individual 
freedom  into  each  new  settlement  and  each  new  State. 

Although  today  we  are  the  world's  oldest  republic,  we  are  still  a  very  young 
country.  Our  past  truly  is  close  to  us.  And  although  we  may  not  recognize  the 
names  of  ancestors  who  made  this  Nation  possible,  we  can  see  their  deeds  and 
their  legacy  everywhere,  a  firmly  established  free  system  of  government  and 
the  most  productive  nation  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

In  1876,  at  the  Centennial  exposition  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  America 
celebrated  the  wonders  of  an  age  just  dawning,  the  shiftover  from  a  rural  to  an 
industrial  society. 

The  first  bicycle  was  on  display  at  the  1876  exposition.  We  can  wonder  today 
which  of  our  modern  inventions  will  prove  historical.  In  the  years  before  the 
end  of  the  19th  century,  there  was  an  explosion  of  ideas  and  inventions:  the 
automobile,  the  electric  light,  and  the  telephone. 

Just  as  the  American  Revolution  required  followers  and  beUevers,  so  did  our 
Industrial  Revolution.  Without  the  people  who  invested  in  the  inventions  and 
put  them  into  use,  we  would  all  have  arrived  here  tonight  in  a  horse-drawn 
buggy. 

The  Wright  brothers  made  history  at  Kitty  Hawk,  but  the  first  passengers 
to  ride  in  a  plane  made  history,  too.  The  believers — the  believers  who  were  not 
afraid  of  the  new  and  untried  made  the  age  of  flight  just  as  surely  as  did  the  men 
who  built  those  first  rickety  flying  machines. 

You  are  growing  up,  I  say  to  all  of  you,  with  a  depth  of  conviction.  You  are 
growing  up  in  an  age  of  space  travel  and  worldwide  communications.  And 
the  world  in  which  your  children  will  live  may  be  as  wondrously  strange  as  the 
world  is  to  your  grandparents  today. 

As  I  look  over  this  wonderful  audience,  at  you  who  will  lead  America  in 
the  21st  century,  I  urge  you  to  look  to  the  past  for  inspiration,  but  within  your- 
selves individually  for  courage,  and  to  the  future  for  challenge. 

Many,  many  years  ago,  a  Sunday  school  teacher  taught  me  that  the  beauty 
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of  Joseph's  coat  is  its  many  colors.  The  beauty  of  America  is  its  many,  many 
individuals,  each  a  little  different  from  the  other. 

For  America's  third  century  of  independence,  I  commend  to  each  of  you 
this  great  objective — ^freedom  for  everyone  w^ho  respects  the  freedom  of  others. 

You,  all  of  us  are  inheritors  of  a  great  trust.  We  must  honor  the  past  by  w^ork- 
ing  for  the  future.  A  nation  born  of  a  dream  and  carried  forward  by  action 
requires  from  each  and  every  one  of  us,  all  of  us,  a  commitment  of  faith  to 
advance  individual  liberty  and  to  make  America  strong,  to  make  America 
secure  for  this  third  century. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Questions 

Q.  Mr.  President,  Ronald  Reagan  said  that  his  running  against  you  w^ould 
strengthen  the  RepubUcan  Party  and  the  Nation.  What  are  your  thoughts  on 
this? 

The  President.  Well,  I  have  always  believed  that  competition  in  the  political 
arena  is  healthy.  I  have  always  had  political  competition  whenever  I  ran  for 
poUtical  office  in  the  past. 

I  emphasize,  however,  that  in  my  own  campaigns,  instead  of  discussing  the 
views  of  others  or  being  critical  of  others,  my  view  is  that  a  person  seeking 
public  office  ought  to  have  his  own  platform,  his  own  program,  and  sell  that 
and  concentrate  on  an  affirmative  program  and  an  affirmative  basis. 

So,  if  and  when  there  is  competition  for  the  nomination  of  my  political  party, 
I  will  run  it  in  that  way,  affirmatively  aimed  at  discussing  the  issues  and  not 
indulging  into  personalities.  Competition  is  good  in  politics  like  anything  else. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  large  corporations  all  around  the  Nation  seem  to  be 
making  the  Bicentennial  celebrations  too  commercialized.  Many  Americans, 
young  people  included,  believe  the  Bicentennial  could  be  more  relevant  by 
realization  of  the  revolutionary  democratic  principles  our  ancestors  fought  for. 
What  is  the  White  House  commission  doing  to  promote  the  revolutionary  spirit 
for  our  1976  Bicentennial  ? 

The  President.  Well,  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  participate  in  several  Bi- 
centennial celebrations,  and  none  of  them  were  commercial.  None  of  them 
had  any  aspects  that  would,  in  my  opinion,  undercut  the  thrust  and  the  em- 
phasis that  I  think  is  important,  which  is  recognition  of  the  tremendous  com- 
mitment, dedication,  sacrifice  that  was  made  by  so  many  some  200  years  ago. 

Let  me  illustrate.  I  am  sure  you  have  read — I  am  certain  you  know  the  story 
of  Paul  Revere  and  the  Old  North  Church  in  the  city  of  Boston.  I  participated 
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in  a  celebration  in  the  Old  North  Church,  which  is  a  historic  facility  that  was 
there  when  Paul  Revere  actually  saw  the  lantern  and  undertook  his  famous 
ride.  Nothing  commercial  about  that.  I  had  the  opportunity  of  visiting  Lexing- 
ton and  Concord,  where  some  heroic  people  made  a  great  stand.  Nothing  com- 
mercial about  that. 

So,  I  think  overall — overwhelmingly,  really — the  emphasis  that  has  been  given 
to  the  Bicentennial  by  the  White  House  commission  has  been  at  the  proper 
level,  really  telling  all  of  us  of  the  historic  events  that  took  place  some  200  or 
more  years  ago. 

A  few  will  commercialize  the  Bicentennial.  You  can't  prevent  that,  but  if  you 
follow  the  step-by-step  activities,  I  am  sure  you  will  be  convinced  that  the  thrust 
of  the  White  House  commission,  of  Mr.  John  Warner,  the  head  of  the  Bi- 
centennial office,  and  everybody  else  is  trying  to  establish  the  right  atmosphere, 
the  right  direction  for  the  Bicentennial  celebration.  I  think  it  is  good. 

Q.  Where  are  you  going  to  go  next  after  this  ? 

The  President.  Where  am  I  going  after  Portland  ?  Well,  I  am  leaving,  follow- 
ing this  wonderful  evening  with  all  of  you,  and  going  to  Sacramento,  California, 
for  a  7  o'clock  breakfast.  And  then  I  am  going  to  speak  at  a  joint  session  of  the 
California  State  Legislature,  and  then  I  am  going  to  spend  some  time  with  the 
Governor  of  California,  who  has  invited  me  to  talk  with  him  about  some 
problems.  Then  I  have  got  several  other  meetings  in  Sacramento.  Then  I  am 
going  back  to  Washington. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to  know  what  I  could  do  as  a  10-year-old  girl 
to  help  my  country  ? 

The  President.  Rhonda,  simply  by  asking  the  question  and  indicating  your 
interest  in  helping  your  country,  you  have  already  made  a  great  contribution. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  is  it  true  that  Mrs.  Ford  was  once  a  Campfire  Girl  in  Grand 
Rapids,  Michigan  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  didn't  know  her  then.  [Laughter]  I  didn't  start  court- 
ing her  until  she  had  outgrown  her  Campfire  relationship  or  activities. 

I  can  tell  you  this,  however,  we  had  three  boys  and  a  girl.  She  was  a  den 
mother  for  a  good  many  years  bringing  up  three  boys,  so  I  guess  she  learned 
to  be  a  den  mother  by  being  a  good  Campfire  Girl. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to  ask  you  what  your  greatest  moment  in 
scouting  was. 

The  President.  My  greatest  moment  of  scouting.  Well,  I  suspect  the  greatest 
moment  I  had  as  a  Boy  Scout  was  when  I  was  selected  by  Governor  Green  of 
the  State  of  Michigan  along  with  seven  other  Eagle  Scouts  to  be  the  first  group  of 


1331 


[530]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  September  4 

Boy  Scouts  as  guides  on  Mackinaw  Island  in  Northern  Michigan  to  tell  the 
people  who  come  to  Fort  Mackinaw  about  the  history  of  that  fortress.  I  spent  a 
whole  summer  there  with  seven  other  Eagle  Scouts.  That  was  probably  the  great- 
est recognition  and  probably  the  greatest  thrill  that  I  had  among  my  many 
years  as  a  Boy  Scout,  a  Boy  Scout  leader,  and  assistant  scoutmaster,  and  I  guess 
everything  else. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  don't  you  feel  that  the  opponents  of  detente  are  gathering 
more  support  and  eventually  will  jeopardize  the  improving  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  ? 

The  President.  Let  me  say  with  sincerity  and  strong  belief  that  if  the  op- 
ponents of  detente  are  able  to  destroy  this  relationship,  there  must  be  a  recogni- 
tion by  them  that  they  are  potentially  destroying  a  means  of  communication, 
a  means  of  relaxing  tensions  between  the  two  super  powers. 

Detente  has  not  been  an  answer  to  every  conflict  and  confrontation  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union,  but  detente  has  given  the  opportunity 
for  the  relaxing  of  tensions  and  the  easing  of  confrontations,  and  detente  has 
avoided  some  very  potentially  explosive  head-to-head  confrontations  between 
the  Soviet  Union  and  the  United  States. 

So,  if  the  opponents  of  detente,  those  who  want  to  be  a  cold  warrior  in 
peacetime,  destroy  this  means  of  communication,  this  capability  of  avoiding 
confrontation,  then  they  have  to  assume  a  serious  responsibility. 

I  would  rather  use  detente  for  peace  than  to  destroy  detente  and  increase  the 
possibilities  of  war.  So,  I  am  in  favor  of  detente,  because  it  gives  us  a  tool  to 
avoid  war.  And  I  will  strongly  not  only  defend  it  but  use  it  so  that  we  can 
achieve  peace,  maintain  peace,  and  at  the  same  time  avoid  a  holocaust,  whether 
it  is  in  the  Middle  East  or  elsewhere. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  are  you  doing— like  what  is  the  toughest  thing  that 
you  are  doing  in  Washington  ? 

The  President.  What  is  the  toughest  thing  I  am  doing  in  Washington?  Well, 
there  are  a  number  of  very  difficult  problems,  Brian.  One  is  to  get  the  Congress 
to  pass  an  energy  program — either  my  program  or  one  of  their  own.  Unfor- 
tunately, they  haven't  done  either.  But  there  are  some  other  very  important 
matters. 

I  can  assure  you  that  Secretary  Kissinger  and  myself  spent  literally  thousands 
of  hours  working  on  how  to  help  in  the  negotiations  between  Israel  and  Egypt, 
and  that  was  a  tough  problem.  We  were  very  helpful,  we  were  fortunately  suc- 
cessful in  keeping  the  momentum  for  peace  going.  That  was  a  tough  problem. 

Of  course,  the  decisions  that  had  to  be  made  at  the  time  of  the  Mayaguez 
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incident  were  very  difficult.  But  there  are  many  others.  There  are  just  a  lot  of 
them.  It's  kind  of  hard  to  pick  out  the  ones  that  are  the  toughest,  but  it  is  a 
challenge  and  I  think  it  is  a  great  opportunity  for  me  to  have  that  opportunity 
to  face  up  to  those  problems. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  feel  Congress  w^ill  approve  Secretary  of  State 
Kissinger's  Mideast  peace  program?  And  if  they  don't,  w^hat  course  of  action 
do  you  plan  to  insure  peace  in  the  Middle  East? 

The  President.  I  am  very  confident  that  the  Congress  v^ill  approve  the  role 
and  responsibility  that  I  have  recommended  w^e — the  United  States — undertake 
in  relationship  to  that  agreement  betw^een  Israel  and  Egypt.  I  am  confident  the 
Congress  vs^ill  do  it,  and  I  will  be  surprised  if  it  is  not  an  overwhelming  support. 
Because  I  believe  the  Congress  will  act  affirmatively,  I  don't  think  it  will  be 
necessary  for  me  to,  as  President,  to  face  up  to  what  I  will  do  if  they  reject  it. 

I  only  will  add  this,  that  if  the  Congress  does  not  affirmatively  approve  our 
responsibilities  in  relationship  to  this  agreement,  then  the  Congress  has  to  face 
up  to  the  alternative,  which  is  a  very  great,  a  far  greater  possibility  of  war  in  the 
Middle  East.  So,  I  think  the  Congress  will  opt  for  helping  to  maintain  peace 
rather  than  risking  the  dangers  of  a  war  in  the  Middle  East. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  how  come  you  don't  have  telethons  for  people  who  have 
sickle  cell? 

The  President.  Would  you  repeat  that,  please,  I  couldn't  hear  it. 

Q.  How  come  you  don't  have  telethons  for  people  who  have  sickle  cell  ? 

The  President.  Well,  Tyler,  as  I  understand  the  question,  it  is  why  don't  we 
have  telethons  for  people  who  have  sickle  cell  anemia,  is  that  right  ? 

Q.  Yeah. 

The  President.  Well,  the  telethons,  Tyler,  that  are  held  are  usually  generated 
by  individuals  or  organizations.  Now,  I  know  a  little  bit  about  sickle  cell  anemia, 
because  in  my  hometown  of  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  research  done  in  a  hospital.  A  very  outstanding  scientist  and  doctor  was  one 
of  the  leaders  in  working  on  the  problem  not  only  in  Grand  Rapids  but  in 
Detroit.  It  is  a  serious  disease  and  there  is  an  increasing  emphasis  in  the  Federal 
Government  and  also  in  various  parts  of  the  country  in  trying  to  find  an 
answer  to  it. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  as  more  cases  are  discovered  and  there  is  more  publicity 
to  the  tragedy  of  it,  you  will  find  a  broadening  organization,  and  once  you  get 
such  an  organization  you  will  have  a  telethon  develop.  And  I  hope  there  will 
be  one. 

Q.  Mr.  Ford,  were  you  ever  a  Cub  Scout  ? 
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The  President.  The  question  is,  was  I  ever  a  Cub  Scout.  I  was  not.  I  joined 
the  Boy  Scouts,  as  I  recall,  the  day  that  I  was  12  years  old,  and  that  was  the  day 
that  you  could  join  in  those  days.  I  don't  think  there  was  a  Cub  Scout  organiza- 
tion that  far  back.  [Laughter]  I  am  told  that  that  was  supposed  to  be  the  last 
question,  but  I  will  take  one  more. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  is  going  to  happen  to  all  the  Vietnamese  in  Camp 
Pendleton  ? 

The  President.  Could  you  repeat  that  again,  please  ? 

Q.  What  is  going  to  happen  to  all  the  Vietnamese  that  are  stationed  at  Camp 
Pendleton  right  now  ? 

The  President.  The  question  is,  what  is  going  to  happen  to  all  the  South 
Vietnamese,  Cambodians,  who  are  either  stationed  at  Camp  Pendleton,  Fort 
Chaflfee,  Eglin  Air  Force  Base,  and  there  is  the  one  in  Pennsylvania. 

There  are  now  approximately  40,000  Vietnamese,  Cambodian  refugees  who 
have  not  been  sponsored.  There  were  140,000  in  total.  So,  we  have,  in  effect, 
gotten  sponsors  for  roughly  100,000.  I  think  that  is  a  lot  of  progress.  And  I 
beUeve  that  at  the  rate  of  about  650  a  day  and  about  4,000  a  week,  we  will  be 
able  to  get  all  of  the  remaining  40,000  sponsored  and  living  in  the  United 
States  by  the  middle  of  December  or  certainly  by  the  end  of  this  year. 

May  I  thank  you  all.  Governor  Straub  and  the  others,  as  well  as  the  young 
people  here,  the  audience,  the  participants.  It  has  really  been  a  great  experience. 
I  love  this  kind  of  an  exchange  between  those  of  us  who  are  older  and  those  of 
you  who  are  going-  to  be  the  leaders  in  America. 

I  am  proud  of  you.  We  all  love  you.  And  we  know  you  will  do  a  good  job. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:25  p.m.  at  the  Portland  Memorial  Coliseum  Arena. 

531 

Remarks  at  the  Annual  Sacramento  Host  Breakfast  in 
Sacramento,  California.     September  5,  1975 

Than\  you  very  much,  Mr,  Reed.  Governor  Brown,  Lieutenant  Governor 
Dymally,  Stuart  Davis,  members  of  the  Host  Committee,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 
This  has  been  a  v^eek  that  I  will  long  remember  w^ith  great  satisfaction,  a 
w^eek  that  found  Dr.  Kissinger  returning  to  Washington  with  some  important 
answers  to  a  very  critical  situation  in  the  Middle  East. 


1334 


September  5  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1975  [531] 

I  believe,  and  believe  very,  very  strongly,  that  all  Americans  can  take  pride 
in  his — and  our  Nation's — continued  and  now^  successful  efforts  to  bring  peace 
to  an  area  of  the  v^orld  that  has  knov^n  so  litde  of  it  in  the  last  quarter  century. 

But  Dr.  Kissinger's  ability  to  come  up  v^ith  good  ansv^ers  comes  as  no  sur- 
prise to  me.  In  July,  w^hen  v^e  v^ere  in  Europe,  I  visited  one  of  our  military  bases 
in  Germany.  And  during  the  tour  of  this  miUtary  installation,  I  picked  up  a 
copy  of  Stars  and  Stripes,  the  service  newspaper  that  some  of  you  may  have  read 
v^hile  you  v^ere  in  the  service  or  touring  in  any  of  our  installations  on  a  v^orld- 
v^ide  basis. 

Well,  the  next  morning,  I  v^as  looking  through  it  as  I  v^as  having  breakfast 
and  saw  a  column  about  contestants  in  the  Miss  Universe  contest.  On  a  ques- 
tionnaire, they  were  asked,  these  beautiful  gals,  to  name  the  greatest  person  in 
the  world  today,  and  50  percent  of  the  Miss  Universe  contestants  who  answered 
said  Henry  Kissinger.  [Laughter] 

Then  I  looked  very  carefully  through  the  rest  of  the  story  and  couldn't  see  my 
name  mentioned  at  all.  [Laughter] 

So,  I  circled  the  story  and  asked  a  staff  member  to  take  it  down  the  hall  where 
we  were  staying  to  Secretary  Kissinger  and  to  ask  Henry— one  of  my  most  astute 
advisers— why  50  percent  of  the  most  beautiful  women  in  the  world  had  voted 
for  him  and  I  didn't  get  a  slight  mention. 

Well,  the  aide  walked  down  the  hall,  showed  the  story  to  Henry,  who  was 
eating  breakfast,  and  repeated  my  question.  For  a  long  while  Henry  didn't  say 
anything.  He  just  sort  of  kept  looking  at  the  story  and  smiling  somewhat  self- 
contented  to  himself.  [Laughter] 

So,  my  aide,  who  had  been  waiting  for  Dr.  Kissinger's  answer,  cleared  his 
throat  and  said,  "What  should  I  tell  the  President?"  Henry  said,  "Tell  him  to 
just  eat  his  heart  out."  [Laughter] 

This  morning,  I  have  come  to  California  to  raise  some  questions  that  are 
facing  this  Nation,  and  I  hope  you  will  find  some  of  the  answers  I  will  give  a 
bit  more  responsive. 

An  organization  such  as  your  own  that  meets  once  a  year  has  the  tremendous 
advantage  of  perspective.  You  tend  to  focus  on  the  long-range  sweep,  the  sweep 
of  events  that  are,  I  believe,  fortunate— the  long-range  sweep  rather  than  the 
blur  of  the  moment.  Your  crystal  ball,  therefore,  is  likely  to  be  less  clouded. 

For  example,  I  recently  scanned  an  issue  of  the  Sacramento  Union,  dated 
September  6,  1974,  and  it  was  concerned  with  last  year's  Host  Breakfast.  The 
mood  was  an  uncertain  one.  Feelings  about  the  economy  ran  all  the  way  from 
cautious  optimism  to  alarmed  pessimism. 
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It  was  said  that  California  and  the  West  seemed  to  be  doing  better  than  the 
rest  of  the  Nation,  but  for  how  long  no  one  was  sure.  Interest  rates  were  rising. 
So  was  the  rate  of  inflation  and,  even  worse,  the  rate  of  unemployment.  The 
American  economy  was  about  to  take  a  roller  coaster  dip  into  the  future. 

Since  that  meeting,  America  and,  to  a  large  extent,  the  rest  of  the  world, 
has  made  that  economic  dip.  Most  of  the  industrial  nations  of  the  world  have 
mutually  experienced  an  unnerving  drop  in  gross  national  product  and  in  levels 
of  prosperity.  The  descent  was  sudden  and  at  times  almost  frightening.  But  our 
vehicle,  the  American  free  enterprise  system,  has  once  again  proven  sound.  A 
year  later  finds  our  economy  on  the  straightaway  and  beginning  to  climb. 

I  was  particularly  interested  in  a  comment  made  by  Mr.  Davis — the  disap- 
pointing results  of  productivity  in  America.  The  statistics  just  released  a  day  or 
two  ago  indicate  that  we  have  made  for  the  first  time  in  some  months  a  rather 
significant  improvement  and  increase  in  productivity  in  America,  and  I  whole- 
heartedly agree  with  him  that  this  is  an  area  where  we  must  maintain  an  uphill 
climb  in  the  increase  of  productivity. 

Today,  85  million  Americans  are  at  work  in  jobs  that  offer  more  pay,  more 
fringe  benefits,  greater  security,  more  generous  pension  plans,  and  safer  work- 
ing conditions  than  ever  before. 

From  March  through  July  of  this  year  alone,  more  than  1,200,000  Americans 
have  found  jobs  and  are  gainfully  employed.  And  the  figures  for  August,  re- 
leased this  morning  in  Washington,  add  another  275,000  jobs  to  this  total.  So, 
we  are  making  progress. 

This  is  an  increase  in  jobs  that  would  have  strained  an  economist's  imagination 
just  a  few  decades  ago.  We  have  problems,  but  a  true  sense  of  perspective  allows 
us  to  see  our  accomplishments  as  well.  But  the  problems  must  be  met  and  solu- 
tions must  be  found. 

There  is  a  phrase  in  the  jargon  of  economics  that  has  always  irritated  me.  The 
phrase  is,  and  I  quote,  "an  acceptable  rate  of  unemployment."  I  know  of  no  ac- 
ceptable rate  of  unemployment  as  long  as  there  is  any  American  who  wants  a 
job  and  cannot  find  one. 

There  is  nothing  theoretical  about  unemployment.  The  graphs,  the  charts, 
the  percentages  often  tend  to  obscure  the  human  tragedy  of  involuntary 
unemployment. 

How  can  cold  statistics  ever  adequately  portray  the  trauma  of  lost  jobs,  lost 
savings,  and  lost  pride  ?  America's  greatest  national  resource  is  her  people,  and 
I  intend  to  see  that  that  resource  is  not  endangered. 

One  of  the  prime  goals  of  my  Administration  is  to  get  America  out  of  neutral 
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and  moving  ahead  in  a  pattern  of  sustained  growth.  A  working  American  is  a 
buying  American,  an  investing  American,  a  saving  American.  Unemployment 
checks  are  to  maintain  hfe.  Paychecks  are  to  enrich  Hfe.  No  American  can  suc- 
cessfully engage  in  the  pursuit  of  happiness  until  the  needs  of  adequate  food, 
clothing,  shelter,  education,  and  employment  are  met. 

If  we  are  to  meet  the  employment  requirements  of  our  'expanding  population, 
by  the  year  1980  we  must  create  over  11  million  new  jobs — 11  million  new  jobs 
to  build  the  houses,  harvest  the  fields,  manufacture  the  products,  and  earn  the 
salaries  that  pay  for  it  all;  11  miUion  new  jobs  to  show  the  rest  of  the  world 
that  the  American  dream  functions  best  when  we  are  wide  awake.  How  can  we 
do  it  ?  Well,  first  let  me  tell  you  how  it  can't  be  done. 

In  recent  years  a  disproportionate  percentage  of  new  jobs  has  come  from  the 
public  sector  rather  than  the  private.  The  result  has  been  the  creation  of  a 
bureaucracy  that  contributes  very  little  to  America's  prosperity  and  produc- 
tivity. It  simply  shares  it. 

Therefore,  if  the  United  States  is  to  grow  in  a  substantial,  meaningful  way, 
the  impetus  has  to  come  from  the  private  sector.  Jobs  are  the  symbol  of  a  healthy 
free  enterprise  system.  Jobs,  particularly  in  the  private  sector,  are  the  fuel  that 
makes  our  economy  run. 

Obviously,  to  achieve  the  full  economic  potential  of  America  and  Americans, 
we  must  make  it  possible  for  our  industry  to  maintain  its  competitive  edge  in 
world  as  well  as  domestic  trade. 

We  emerged  from  World  War  II  with  an  industrial  capacity  and  produc- 
tivity that  was  without  challenge.  Today  that  lead  has  narrowed  very  sig- 
nificantly. Friend  and  forme,  foe  alike  have  used  the  last  three  decades  to  re- 
build their  war-ravaged  economies.  Their  industrial  plants  embodying  the 
newest  and  most  sophisticated  techniques  and  technologies  now  compete  with 
American  products  often  produced  by  older,  less  efficient  methods.  We  are  still 
number  one,  but  throughout  the  world  we  have  a  lot  of  number  twos  who  are 
trying  much,  much  harder. 

We  have  no  choice  but  to  compete  and,  I  say  with  emphasis,  to  excel.  Per- 
sonally, I  have  no  doubt  that  we  can  do  it  if  the  private  sector  is  given  the 
opportunity  to  modernize,  expand,  and  to  secure  the  tools  and  the  technologies 
that  a  first-class  economic  machine  requires.  It  won't  be  easy.  Some  estimates 
have  placed  America's  total  investment  requirement  in  the  coming  years  at  the 
astonishing  figure  of  $4  trillion.  Even  the  figure  is  imposing.  It  is  four — followed 
by  12  zeroes ! 

I  consider  this  a  $4  trillion  vote  of  confidence  in  the  future  of  the  United 
States  industry,  business,  and  agriculture.  Economists  call  it  "capital  formation," 
but  I  prefer  a  much  more  basic  term.  To  me  this  means  "job  creation."  It  is  the 
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wherewithal  that  creates  the  plants,  the  factories,  and  the  machinery  that  in  turn 
requires  the  skill  and  the  efforts  of  an  American  labor  force  second  to  none. 
It  is  what  we  need,  as  I  see  it,  to  get  all  America  back  to  work  again. 

The  reforms  this  Administration  has  already  proposed  to  the  Congress  will 
establish  the  taxing  policies  which  will  help  to  bring  about  this  capital  formation 
and  job  creation.  They  will  give  United  States  business  and  industry  some  of 
the  incentives  of  our  economic  expansion  which  is  required.  They  will  give 
jobseekers  a  paycheck  instead  of  a  raincheck. 

The  time  has  come.  Because  of  the  recession,  our  plants,  our  factories  are 
underutilized.  But  the  signs  are  clear  for  all  to  see  that  America's  economy  is 
picking  up  speed.  The  wheels  are  beginning  to  turn.  The  order  books  are  begin- 
ning to  open.  The  muscles  of  our  Nation's  industries  are  beginning  to  flex,  and 
we  must  make  certain  that  they  will  be  able  to  do  their  job. 

Now  is  the  time  to  eliminate  the  production  bottlenecks  and  potential  short- 
ages that  will  surely  occur  unless  we  plan  for  the  future  before  it  is  here.  Four 
trilUon  dollars  by  any  standard  is  a  lot  of  money.  It  won't  be  raised  by  the  board 
of  directors  skipping  lunches. 

But  capital  formation  and  job  creation  are  only  two  aspects  of  the  multi- 
faceted  problem.  There  are  other  important  ways  to  improve  our  Nation's  busi- 
ness cHmate.  We  can  help  by  getting  government  out  of  the  way  of  business 
when  all  that  the  government  contributes  is  added  cost,  contradiction,  and 
confusion. 

And  confusion  there  is.  The  Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission  recently 
bought  80,000  lapel  buttons  with  a  message  promoting  toy  safety.  But  it  de- 
veloped that  a  lead  paint  had  been  used  on  the  buttons.  There  was  the  danger 
of  lead  poisoning  if  they  were  licked  by  children.  So,  the  Consumer  Product 
Safety  Commission  had  to  ban  its  own  buttons.  {Laughter'] 

It  is  stories  like  that  that  are  enough  to  make  you  lose  your  buttons,  \Laughter] 

Competition  and  the  desire  and  the  economic  necessity  to  build  a  better  mouse- 
trap is  what  made  our  country  the  envy  of  the  world.  If  you  doubt  it,  the  next 
time  you  travel  to  parts  of  the  world  where  the  free  enterprise  system  does  not 
exist,  go  into  one  of  their  department  stores.  Look  at  the  variety  of  goods,  the 
quality  of  the  workmanship,  the  imagination  of  design  and  packaging.  But 
above  all,  look  at  the  price.  Then  consider  this  price  in  terms  of  what  an  average 
worker  in  that  country  earns.  Such  a  visit  will  only  take  a  very  few  minutes, 
but  it  will  be  the  best  lesson  in  instant  economics  and  the  productive  genius 
of  the  American  industry  that  you  could  ever  sign  up  for. 

The  free  marketplace  and  the  free  enterprise  system  is  the  American  con- 
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sumer's  best  insurance  that  what  he  or  she  buys  will  work,  will  last,  and  will 
be  at  the  best  competitive  price — with  the  possible  exception  of  when  big  gov- 
ernment tries  to  help. 

The  Federal  Government  has  only  been  in  the  regulatory  business  about  90 
years,  but  it  has  more  than  made  up  for  this  relatively  late  start.  [Laughter] 

Starting  from  point  zero  about  a  century  ago,  the  Federal  Government  now 
employs  over  100,000  people  whose  sole  responsibility  is  writing,  reviewing,  and 
enforcing  some  type  of  regulation — 100,000  people  whose  principal  job  is  telling 
you  how  to  do  your  job.  It's  a  bureaucrat's  dream  of  heaven,  but  it's  a  nightmare 
for  those  who  have  to  bear  the  heavy  burden. 

Just  to  list  all  of  the  rules  and  regulations  established  last  year  required  45,000 
pages  of  very  small  type  in  the  Federal  Register.  I  mourn  for  the  trees  that  were 
felled  in  America's  forests  to  make  this  exercise  in  governmental  nagging 
possible. 

Federal  regulation  began  with  the  loftiest  motives,  but  the  nature  of  regula- 
tory bodies  is  to  regulate  even  when  prudence  and  changing  circumstances 
would  indicate  that  their  job  is  over. 

In  many  industries — transportation,  energy,  communication — Federal  regula- 
tory commissions  have  virtually  ruled  out  competition.  What  was  begun  as  a 
protection  for  consumers  now  guarantees  that  in  many,  many  cases  they  will 
pay  higher  prices  than  a  free  market  would  call  for. 

Even  worse,  the  Mulligan  stew  of  Government  rules  and  regulations — often 
one  conflicting  with  another — has  created  a  nightmare  of  redtape,  paper  shuf- 
fling, and  new  heights  of  counterproductivity.  I  am  determined  that  our  Na- 
tion's consumers  and  businessmen  be  relieved  of  this  gratuitous  burden. 

But  remember,  these  regulations  and  the  regulatory  bodies  are  the  creation  of 
the  Congress  over  a  long  period  of  time.  They  are  mandated  by  law.  As  Presi- 
dent, I  can  propose,  I  can  urge,  I  can  even  needle  a  bit,  but  it  is  only  the  Congress 
in  the  final  analysis  that  can  act. 

The  regulatory  reform  legislation  I  propose  will  seek  to  eliminate  the  obso- 
lete, the  unnecessary,  the  impractical,  and  yes,  the  impossible.  Let's  retain  what 
is  truly  helpful  and  required  in  Federal  regulations — it  is  a  minimum  amount. 
Let's  get  rid  of  the  rest,  and  the  sooner  the  better. 

If  I  had  to  capsuhze  my  views  on  government,  it  would  simply  be  this:  Bigger 
is  not  necessarily  better.  Indeed,  bigger  is  often  the  reason  it  isn't  better. 

In  my  26  years  in  Washington,  I  have  seen  firsthand  the  astonishing  growth 
of  the  Federal  Government's  involvement  in  our  lives  in  America.  I  have  seen 
experimental  programs  started  for  a  few  million  dollars  that  are  now  institu- 
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tionalized  and  whose  existence  is  unquestioned  as  their  budgets  cUmb  into  the 
biUions.  Yes,  I  have  seen  many,  many  Federal  programs  and  agencies  and  de- 
partments begin.  I  have  seen  very  icw  ended. 

There  is  a  spirit  here  in  Cahfornia  that  has  its  roots  in  the  character  of  the 
pioneers  v^ho  first  settled  here.  It  is  a  spirit  of  fierce  independence  and  self- 
reliance.  It  is  a  zest  for  innovation  and  imagination.  It  is  essentially  the  spirit  of 
America — the  spirit  of  1776,  1876,  1976,  and  the  years  beyond. 

Americans  w^ho  have  overcome  the  towering  obstacles  of  the  past  need  fear  no 
problems,  no  problems  in  the  future  if  we  are  free  to  utilize  our  potential.  We 
can  get  the  American  economy  off  the  roller  coaster  of  boom  and  bust  cycles 
and  into  a  sustained  and  substantial  pattern  of  growth. 

We  can  create  jobs  for  all  who  want  them  and  incomes  for  all  who  need  them. 
We  can  live  the  future  of  our  forefathers  as  they  dreamed  it. 

Help  me,  help  your  Representatives  in  the  Congress,  help  your  Governor, 
help  your  State  legislature,  help  us  all  to  free  the  free  American  enterprise  sys- 
tem. Give  America  the  means  and  the  Americans  will  find  the  way. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note;  The  President  spoke  at  8:50  a.m.  at  the  Com-  education,  agriculture,  and  labor, 

munity   Convention   Center.  The  annual   breakfast  In  his  opening  remarks,  the  President  referred  to 

was  sponsored  by  the  Host  Committee,  in  conjunc-  Carlyle   Reed,   chairman   of   the   Sacramento   Host 

tion  with  the  California  Chamber  of  Commerce,  for  Committee,  and  Stuart  Davis,  president  of  the  Cali- 

leaders  in  California  government,  business,  finance,  fornia  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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Address  Before  a  Joint  Session  of  the  California  State 
Legislature.     September  3,  1973 

Thank,  you  very,  very  much,  Governor  Brown.  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  President, 
members  of  the  State  legislature,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

It  is  indeed  an  honor  to  come  before  the  California  Legislature.  You  represent 
more  Americans  than  any  other  legislative  body  except  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  with  which  I  have  had  some  acquaintance  over  a  good  many 
years. 

Almost  half  of  California's  delegation  in  the  current  Congress  are  alumni  of 
this  legislature.  I  cannot  take  time  to  salute  all  of  them  by  name,  but  from  vet- 
erans like  the  able  majority  whip,  John  McFall,  to  respected  newcomers  like 
Bob  Lagomarsino,  they  are  really  an  outstanding  group. 
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In  25  years  that  I  served  in  the  Congress,  I  made  many  friendships  with  former 
State  senators  and  assemblymen  from  Sacramento  whose  constituents  have  con- 
sistently sent  them  back  to  Washington.  Although  they  represent  a  wide  spec- 
trum of  political  persuasions  and  interests,  they  were,  almost  without  exception, 
able,  hard-working  legislators  who  quickly  reached  positions  of  great  im- 
portance and  great  influence  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  where  they  could 
make  California's  voice  heard.  And  believe  me,  they  did. 

As  a  delegation  that  is  now  the  largest  in  the  Congress,  Californians  were 
often  able  to  temporarily  put  partisanship  aside  on  matters  of  great  concern  to 
your  State  as  well  as  to  our  Nation.  This,  after  all,  is  the  way  our  two-party  sys- 
tem works  at  its  very  best.  I  long  ago  came  to  admire  California  legislators  from 
afar.  And  I  thank  you  very,  very  sincerely  for  this  opportunity  to  meet  in  this 
historic  chamber. 

Since  California  is  almost  a  model  of  the  whole  United  States — in  its  di- 
versity of  industry  and  agriculture,  its  urban  and  rural  interests,  its  internal 
and  international  trade  and  commerce,  its  steady  growth  and  the  attendant 
challenges  in  transportation,  education,  employment,  and  human  needs — almost 
any  national  problem  would  be  an  appropriate  one  to  discuss  in  California 
context.  Any  subject  that  is  of  major  importance  to  Californians  is  also  of  deep 
concern  to  all  Americans. 

In  the  13  months  that  I  have  served  as  President  of  all  of  the  people,  my 
priority  goals  have  been  set  by  the  circumstances  which  confronted  our  Nation 
and  still  do:  to  work  steadily  and  prudently  toward  peace  and  the  reduction 
of  conflicts  which  threaten  peace,  globally  or  regionally,  without  weakening 
either  our  defense  or  our  resolve;  to  reverse  the  current  recession  and  to  revive 
our  free  economic  system  without  reigniting  the  inflationary  forces  and 
through  such  Federal  stimulants  and  incentives  as  will  create  productivity  and 
permanent,  private  jobs  and  genuine  economic  growth;  to  develop  a  compre- 
hensive short-  and  long-term  program  to  end  our  growing  dependence  on 
foreign  sources  of  energy  and  provide  the  abundant  and  sure  energy  supply 
that  is  essential  both  for  jobs  and  to  competitive  production  for  the  future;  and 
finally,  but  certainly  not  least,  to  encourage  among  all  Americans  a  greater  spirit 
of  conciliation,  cooperation,  and  confidence  in  the  future  of  this  great  country 
and  the  institutions  of  self-government  which  for  200  years  have  served  to 
create  a  more  perfect  Union. 

Today,  I  could  devote  my  time  to  any  one  of  these  goals,  because  all  are  of 
concern  in  Sacramento  as  well  as  in  Washington. 

California  has  a  very  vital  stake  in  peace  and  the  important  breakthrough  we 
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have  just  made  in  defusing  the  timebomb  that  has  been  ticking  away  ominously 
in  the  Middle  East. 

California  is  blessed  above  many,  many  States  when  it  comes  to  energy  re- 
sources. But  by  the  same  token,  Californians  are  exceptionally  aware  of  the 
importance  of  power  to  make  things  move,  to  make  things  grow. 

I  have  decided,  however,  to  discuss  with  you  today  another  subject  high  on 
my  agenda,  one  that  affects  every  American  and  every  Calif ornian,  one  in  which 
the  role  and  the  responsibility  of  State  officials  is  even  greater  than  that  of  the 
Federal  Establishment;  that  is,  the  truly  alarming  increase  in  violent  crime 
throughout  this  country. 

Crime  is  a  threat  so  dangerous  and  so  stubborn  that  I  am  convinced  it  can  be 
brought  under  control  only  by  the  best  concerted  efforts  of  all  levels  of  gov- 
ernment— Federal,  State,  and  local — by  the  closest  cooperation  among  executive, 
legislative,  and  judicial  branches,  and  by  the  abandonment  of  partisanship  on 
a  scale  comparable  to  closing  the  ranks  in  wartime  against  an  external  enemy. 

I  come  to  California  not  only  to  plead  for  this  kind  of  Federal,  State,  and  local 
citizen  coalition  against  crime  but  to  praise  the  progress  you  have  already  begun 
in  California. 

California  has  long  been  a  leader  in  both  law  enforcement  and  criminal 
justice.  The  rate  of  increase  in  violent  crimes  here  remains  less  than  the  national 
average.  For  the  first  quarter  of  this  year,  serious  crime  rose  18  percent  for  the 
Nation  as  a  whole.  It  rose  only  13  percent  in  California. 

But  both  figures,  I  am  sure  we  agree,  are  far,  far  too  high.  The  rate  for  forcible 
rape  was  down,  but  murder  was  up  22  percent  in  California  and  robbery  up  23 
percent.  What  is  more  distressing,  my  good  friend  Evelle  Younger  ^  tells  me 
that  nearly  4  out  of  every  10  persons  convicted  of  using  firearms  to  kill  someone 
or  to  rob  someone  were  given  probation.  Approximately  2,300  persons  convicted 
of  violent  crimes  involving  firearms  are  returned  to  the  streets  of  California 
each  year  without  serving  a  prison  sentence. 

Clearly,  the  billions  of  dollars  spent  at  all  levels  of  government  since  1960 
have  not  done  the  job  of  stemming  the  rise  in  crime.  The  reported  crime  rate 
has  doubled,  and  unreported  crimes  have  probably  multiplied  even  more. 

As  a  former  lawmaker  among  active  lawmakers,  let  me  put  before  you  three 
simple  propositions  about  crime. 

First,  a  primary  duty  of  government  is  to  protect  the  law-abiding  citizen  in  his 
peaceful  pursuits  of  life,  hberty,  and  happiness.  The  Preamble  to  our  Constitu- 


^  California  State  attorney  general. 
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tion  at  the  Federal  level  puts  the  obligation  to  ensure  domestic  tranquillity  in  the 
same  category  as  providing  for  the  common  defense  against  foreign  foes. 

The  American  Revolution  v^as  unique  in  its  devotion  to  the  rule  of  law.  We 
overthrev^  our  rulers  but  cherished  their  rules.  The  Founding  Fathers  were 
dedicated  to  John  Locke's  dictum  that  ''Where  there  is  no  lav^,  there  is  no 
freedom."  One  of  them,  James  Madison,  added  his  ow^n  corollary,  "If  men  v^ere 
angels,  no  government  w^ould  be  necessary." 

While  it  is  true  that  not  all  men — nor  all  v^omen— are  angels,  it  is  also  true  that 
the  vast  majority  of  Americans  are  law^-abiding.  In  one  study  of  10,000  males 
born  in  1945,  it  v^as  shov^n  that  only  6  percent  of  them  perpetrated  tv^o-thirds 
of  all  crimes  committed  by  the  entire  sample. 

As  for  serious  crimes,  most  are  committed  by  repeaters.  Another  study  in  a 
major  metropolitan  area  shov^ed  that  w^ithin  a  single  year,  more  than  200 
burglaries,  60  rapes,  and  14  murders  v^ere  the  v^ork  of  only  10  individual 
criminals. 

This  brings  me  to  my  second  proposition:  If  a  primary  duty  of  government  is 
to  ensure  the  domestic  tranquillity  of  the  law^-abiding  majority,  should  v^e  not 
put  as  much  emphasis  on  the  rights  of  the  innocent  victims  as  v^e  do  on  the 
rights  of  the  accused  violators  ? 

I  am  not  suggesting  that  due  process  should  be  ignored  or  the  legal  rights  of 
defendants  be  reduced.  I  am  not  urging  a  vindictive  attitude  tov^ard  convicted 
offenders.  I  am  saying  that,  as  a  matter  of  public  policy,  the  time  has  come  to 
give  equal  v^eight  on  the  scale  of  justice  to  the  rights  of  the  innocent  victims  of 
crimes  of  terror  and  violence. 

Victims  are  my  primary  concern,  and  I  am  sure  that  is  your  primary  concern. 
They  should  be  the  concern  of  all  of  us  v^ho  have  a  role  in  making  or  executing  or 
enforcing  or  interpreting  the  criminal  lav^— Federal,  State,  or  local.  The  vast 
majority  of  victims  of  violent  crime  in  this  country  are  the  poor,  the  old,  the  very 
young,  the  disadvantaged  minorities,  the  people  v^ho  crov^d  our  urban  centers, 
the  most  defenseless  of  our  f ellovi^  citizens. 

Government  should  deal  equally  v^ith  all  citizens.  But  if  it  must  tilt  a  litde  to 
protect  any  element  more  than  any  other,  surely  it  should  be  those  w^ho  cannot 
afford  to  be  robbed  of  a  day's  food  money,  those  v^ho  lack  the  strength  to  resist, 
those  v^ho  even  fear  the  consequences  of  complaining. 

My  third  proposition  is  diis:  If  most  serious  crimes  are  committed  by  repeaters, 
most  violent  crimes  by  criminals  carrying  guns,  if  the  tiny  minority  of 
habitual  lawbreakers  can  be  identified  by  modern  datakeeping  methods,  then 
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is  it  not  mandatory  that  such  offenders,  duly  tried  and  convicted,  be  removed 
from  society  for  a  definite  period  of  time  rather  than  returning  to  the  streets  to 
continue  to  prey  on  the  innocent  and  the  law^-abiding  majority? 

Although  only  a  very  limited  number  of  violent  crimes  fall  under  Federal 
jurisdiction,  I  have  urged  the  Congress  to  set  an  example  by  providing  for  man- 
datory prison  terms  for  convicted  offenders  in  such  extraordinarily  serious 
crimes  as  aircraft  hijacking,  kidnaping,  and  trafficking  in  hard  drugs.  I  also 
advocate  mandatory  sentences  for  persons  found  guilty  of  crimes  involving  use 
of  dangerous  v^eapons  and  for  repeat  offenders,  v^ith  or  v^ithout  a  v^eapon,  v^hose 
crimes  show  a  potential  or  actual  cause  of  physical  injury.  There  will,  of  course, 
be  sensible  exceptions,  but  they  must  be  minimal. 

1  hope  all  50  States  will  follow  suit.  Far  too  many  violent  and  repetitive  crimi- 
nals never  spend  a  day  in  prison  after  conviction.  Mandatory  sentences  need  not 
be  severe.  It  is  the  certainty  of  confinement  that  is  presently  lacking.  We  will 
never  deter  crime  nor  reduce  its  growth  if  potential  lawbreakers  feel  they  have 
favorable  odds  of  escaping  punishment.  The  more  experienced  in  crime  they 
get,  the  better  their  odds  of  not  suffering  the  consequences.  That  is  wrong,  and  it 
must  be  reversed,  and  the  quicker,  the  better. 

The  temptation  to  politicians— and  I  trust  we  are  all  politicians  here  and 
proud  of  it— I  am— is  to  call  for  a  massive  crackdown  on  crime  and  to  advocate 
throwing  every  convicted  felon  in  jail  and  throwing  the  key  away. 

We  have  heard  such  cries  for  years,  and  crime  continues  to  gain  on  us.  The 
problem  is  infinitely  more  complex  than  any  updated  vigilante  mentaUty  can 
cope  with.  We  have  to  confess,  you  and  I,  that  we  do  not  know  all  of  the 
answers.  But  as  with  other  stubborn  national  problems,  my  philosophy  is  that 
we  must  take  one  sure  step  at  a  time.  It  is  simply  intolerable  to  stand  still  or  slip 
backwards.  It  is  simply  impossible  to  devise  a  swift  cure-all  or  a  quick  fix. 

In  a  talk  to  my  alma  mater  and  to  yours,  Mr.  Governor,  the  Yale  Law  School, 
last  April,  and  again  in  a  detailed  message  to  the  Congress  in  June,  I  outlined 
the  first  steps  which  I  believe  must  be  taken  to  get  a  handle  on  the  rising  crime 
rates.  I  will  not  rehash  these  points  today,  except  to  thank  the  California  Legis- 
lature for  moving  somewhat  faster  than  Congress  has  on  some  of  my  recom- 
mendations, such  as  mandatory  prison  sentences  for  crimes  involving  firearms 
and  hard  drug  pushing. 

I  told  the  Congress,  not  as  a  cop-out,  but  as  a  constitutional  fact  of  life,  that  the 
Federal  effort  in  the  fight  against  crime  really  depends  on  the  massive  support 
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from  the  States,  which  quite  properly  have  sole  jurisdiction  in  the  exercise  of 
most  poUce  powers. 

I  said  the  Federal  Government  could,  however,  set  an  example  through  reform 
of  the  Federal  Criminal  Code,  which  is  progressing,  and  through  the  Law  En- 
forcement Assistance  Administration  and  other  programs,  including  general 
revenue  sharing. 

I  want  to  give  it  to  you  straight  about  these  programs.  They  were  pushed  by 
the  minority  in  the  Congress  during  the  Johnson  administration.  And  I  am 
somewhat  proud  of  my  association  with  these  innovative  Federal  measures  and 
the  proof  that  if  an  idea  is  good  enough,  it  can  prevail  even  if  the  minority 
espouses  it. 

I  have  asked  the  Congress  to  extend  general  revenue  sharing,  which  expires 
at  the  end  of  next  year.  Under  it,  California  has  received  about  10  percent  of  the 
total  Federal  funds  turned  back  to  the  States  and  to  the  subdivisions.  Cali- 
fornia's share  now  adds  up  to  more  than  $2  biUion  and  will  be  closer  to  $3 
billion  by  the  expiration  date.  This  is  money  that  you  in  California  are  relatively 
free  to  use  where  you  think  California  needs  it  most. 

Frankly,  the  Congress  isn't  too  happy  about  such  liberty  on  your  part  and 
would  rather  tell  you  how  they  want  it  spent.  I  leave  it  to  your  good  judgment 
to  help  us  continue  this  program  for  another  5  years.  I  have  recommended  that 
it  be  extended  for  a  5-year  period  and  with  added  money  on  an  annual  basis. 

I  should  say  and,  in  fact,  warn  you,  there  are  many  enemies  in  the  Congress 
who  don't  want  it  extended,  and  the  consequence  is  there  is  an  unfortunate 
delay.  And  I  detect  that  there  is  a  feeling  of  complacency  on  the  part  of  Gov- 
ernors, State  legislators,  mayors,  and  county  officials.  I  warn  you,  all  of  those  who 
have  received  these  funds  and  used  them  effectively — and  I  think  you  have — 
get  moving,  because  the  enemies  are  working  and  I  don't  detect  the  proponents 
are  pushing.  Don't  get  caught  napping  when  that  expiration  date  comes  up 
much  more  quickly  than  you  suspect  it  might. 

As  for  LEAA,  I  must  say  candidly  that  it  hasn't  done  as  much  to  help  curb 
the  rising  crime  statistics  as  we  had  hoped.  But  it  has  encouraged  experimenta- 
tion and  pilot  projects  in  law  enforcement  and  criminal  justice  which,  if  they 
work,  can  be  adopted  by  other  States.  Some  of  the  outstanding  ones  have  been 
funded  for  California's  own  department  of  justice  dealing  with  organized 
crime  and  criminal  intelligence  and  to  Sacramento  and  San  Diego  Counties  for 
programs  on  juvenile  delinquency,  white-collar  crime,  fraud,  drugs,  and  career 
criminals. 

The  drug  problem  in  America  could  make  several  speeches  by  itself.  Here 
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again  we  have  a  very  small  number  of  deliberate  criminals  who  destroy  the 
domestic  tranquillity  of  millions  and  millions  of  decent  citizens.  What  is  par- 
ticularly outrageous  is  the  tragedy  they  bring  to  young  people  who  should  be 
learning  to  face  lif e,  not  run  from  it. 

Here  in  California,  according  to  the  latest  figures  I  have  seen,  less  than 
one  out  of  every  five  convicted  hard  drug  pushers  ever  served  time  in  prison. 
One  way  to  keep  a  convicted  murderer  from  killing  anybody  else,  and  one  way 
to  keep  a  hard  drug  pusher  from  ruining  any  more  lives  is  to  lock  them  up  for  a 
reasonable  but  certain  term  of  imprisonment. 

Loss  of  liberty  is  both  a  deterrent  to  crime  and  a  prevention  of  repeated 
crime,  at  least  while  the  offender  is  behind  bars.  Prisoners  should  be  treated 
humanely,  and  we  cannot  expect  judges,  Mr.  Chief  Justice,^  and  juries  to  con- 
vict and  sentence  the  guilty  to  places  of  confinement  that  are  cruel  and  de- 
grading. 

But  I  consider  it  essential  that  we  reduce  delay  in  bringing  arrested  persons  to 
trial,  sharply  limit  the  prevailing  practice  of  plea  bargaining  caused  by  con- 
gested prosecutor  and  court  calendars,  and  significantly  increase  the  proportion 
of  those  convicted  of  violent  crimes  and  repeated  crimes  who  actually  serve 
time  in  prison. 

I  commend  the  State  of  California  for  its  ongoing  efforts  in  these  areas  as  well 
as  for  your  program,  or  programs  to  prevent  juvenile  crime  and  to  rehabilitate 
youthful  first-time  offenders. 

One  of  the  worst  aspects  of  the  current  rise  in  crime  rates  has  been  that  al- 
most half  of  all  arrests  are  persons  under  18  years  of  age.  While  imprisonment  is 
clearly  the  way  to  put  hardened  criminals  out  of  business  for  a  period  of  time, 
it  is  obviously  not  the  best  way  to  deal  with  the  very  young.  Yet,  simply  sending 
them  home  has  not  proved  a  very  satisfactory  solution,  either. 

We  do  not  have  all  the  answers,  but  we  must  spare  no  effort  to  find  them 
quickly.  The  Federal  Department  of  Justice  has  embarked  on  an  urgent  pilot 
program  to  divert  first  offenders  and,  in  appropriate  cases,  prevent  them  acquir- 
ing the  lifelong  stigma  of  a  criminal  record. 

Another  aspect  of  the  crime  program  that  I  have  submitted— I  asked  the  Con- 
gress to  write  into  the  revised  Federal  Criminal  Code  the  stronger  provisions 
to  allow  Federal  action  against  organized  crime  wherever  it  rears  its  ugly  head. 
The  leaders  of  organized  crime  do  not  recognize  State  or,  for  that  matter,  na- 
tional boundaries.  It  will  take  all  of  our  law  enforcement  resources  to  fight  this 
giant  conspiracy  against  domestic  tranquillity  and  prevent  its  spread. 


^  Donald  R.  Wright,  chief  justice  of  the  California  State  Supreme  Court. 
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Like  other  vexing  problems  facing  California  and  the  Nation,  we  will  not 
conquer  crime  with  a  single  roUcall  or  a  stroke  of  the  Governor's  or  President's 
pen.  But  we  must  do  what  we  can,  and  we  must  work  together  here  and  now 
for  the  sake  of  our  children  and  our  grandchildren. 

It  was  really  for  this  reason  that  I  wanted  to  discuss  crime  today  and  the 
common  front  that  we  must  create  against  it.  Peace  in  our  neighborhoods  and 
places  of  business  is  almost  as  important  as  peace  in  the  world. 

Keeping  the  peace  is  as  heroic  and  essential  on  the  part  of  those  policemen 
and  policewomen  who  work  the  night  shift  as  it  is  on  the  part  of  our  military 
personnel  and  civilian  technicians  standing  watch  around  the  world.  The 
courage  and  devotion  of  some,  for  the  safety  and  survival  of  all,  has  brought  us 
through  200  years  as  a  nation,  and  it  will  carry  us  forward  to  an  even  brighter 
future. 

Nowhere  is  the  community  of  interest  and  the  necessity  of  close  collaboration 
between  the  Federal  Government  and  the  States  of  the  Union  more  obvious  than 
in  the  field  of  crime  control.  There  is  no  more  universal  longing  among  our 
people  than  to  be  free  of  fear  and  safe  in  their  homes  and  in  their  livelihoods. 

There  is  no  issue — even  in  a  spirited  campaign  year  already  beginning — in 
which  we  who  seek  to  serve  the  people  can  work  harder  without  partisanship 
or  without  demagoguery  to  bring  about  visible  progress. 

I  have  not  brought  along  any  patent  medicine  that  cures  all  human  ills  to 
peddle  here  in  California.  I  have  come  simply  to  pledge  to  you  my  unrelenting 
efforts  to  reduce  crime  in  cooperation  and  consultation  with  you  and  with  all 
who  have  America  at  heart. 

In  moving  against  crime,  with  compassion  for  the  victims  and  evenhanded 
justice  for  the  violator,  California  can  be  the  pacesetter  for  the  Nation,  as  you 
have  been  in  so  many  other  challenges. 

The  genius  of  California  has  enriched  all  America  beyond  the  wildest  expecta- 
tion of  our  goal-seeking  ancestors.  But  I  am  not  here  to  sing,  "I  love  you,  Cali- 
fornia," either.  I  will  save  that  for  future  visits,  and  I  hope  there  will  be  many, 
because  I  love  your  people.  For  today,  it  is  enough  to  ask  your  help  on  this 
complex  but  fundamental  problem  that  confronts  us  all. 

If  we  fail  to  ensure  domestic  tranquillity,  any  other  successes  we  may  have 
as  public  officials  will  be  forgotten.  Peace  on  10th  Street  in  Sacramento  is  as 
important  to  the  people  who  walk  and  work  there  as  peace  in  the  Sinai  Desert. 
One  man  or  woman  or  child  becomes  just  as  dead  from  a  switchblade  slash 
as  from  a  nuclear  missile  blast.  We  must  prevent  both. 

Thank  you  very  much. 
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note:  The  President  spoke  at   11:33  a.m.  in  the       of  the  State  Assembly,  and  Leo  T.  McCarthy,  presi- 
Assembly  Chamber  at  the  State  Capitol.  In  his  open-        dent  pro  tempore  of  the  State  Senate, 
ing  remarks,  he  referred  to  James  R.  Mills,  speaker 
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Remarks  to  Reporters  Following  Assassination  Attempt 
in  Sacramento.     September  3,  1973 

LET  ME  say  very  emphatically  that  I  think  the  Secret  Service  and  the  other 
law  enforcement  agencies  that  were  on  the  job  were  doing  a  superb  job,  and  I 
want  to  thank  them  for  everything  they  did  in  this  unfortunate  incident. 

I  also  wish  to  express  to  the  people  of  California  my  gratitude  for  the  very, 
very  warm  welcome  that  they  have  given  me  in  the  State  of  California.  I  would 
not,  under  any  circumstances,  feel  that  one  individual  in  any  way  represented 
the  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  California.  I  just  thank  the  Calif ornians 
for  being  so  friendly  and  so  hospitable. 

Let  me  add,  with  great  emphasis:  This  incident  under  no  circumstances  will 
prevent  me  or  preclude  me  from  contacting  the  American  people  as  I  travel 
from  one  State  to  another  and  from  one  community  to  another. 

In  my  judgment,  it  is  vitally  important  for  a  President  to  see  the  American 
people,  and  I  am  going  to  continue  to  have  that  personal  contact  and  relationship 
with  the  American  people.  I  think  it  is  vital,  and  I  intend  to  carry  it  out. 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  can  you  give  us  any  idea  what  you  saw  or  felt 
personally  at  the  time  ? 

The  PREsroENT.  I  am  not  sure  that  I  ought  to  describe  what  I  saw  beyond  the 
fact  that  I  saw  a  hand  coming  up  behind  several  others  in  the  front  row,  and 
obviously,  there  was  a  gun  in  that  hand.  I  then  saw  almost  instantaneously  very 
quick  and  very  effective  action  by  the  Secret  Service  in  taking  care  of  the  matter. 

Q.  Your  own  thoughts,  sir  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  was  very  thankful.  I  was  very  thankful  to  the  Secret 
Service  for  doing  a  superb  job.  But  once  I  saw  that  they  had  done  it,  I  thought 
I'd  better  get  on  with  the  rest  of  the  day's  schedule. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   12:46  p.m.  at  the  a  .45-caUber  pistol  at  him.  Lynette  Alice  Fromme 

Senator  Hotel.  was  taken  into  custody  by  Secret  Service  agents.  On 

Earlier,  as  the  President  was  walking  from  his  November  26,   1975,  in  the  United  States  District 

suite  at  the  hotel  to  the  State  Capitol,  he  passed  Court    in  Sacramento,  she  was  found  guilty  of  at- 

through  a  crowd  of  onlookers,  one  of  whom  pointed  tempting  to  assassinate  the  President. 
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Remarks  on  Returning  From  the  West  Coast. 
September  3,  1975 

IT  IS  nice  to  be  home  and  especially  real  good  to  see  Betty  and  Steve  and  Jack 
and  to  see  all  of  you. 

We  had  a  great  trip — just  a  fraction  of  a  second  or  two  that  disturbed  things, 
but  everything  else  v^as  superb,  and  I  am  most  grateful  that  you  all  came  out 
here.  I  don't  know  why  all  the  bother.  [Laughter'] 

It  w^as  a  very  successful  visit  in  Washington,  Oregon,  California,  and  Sacra- 
mento. Particularly  the  people  wtxt  w^onderful,  and  just  a  single  incident  I 
don't  think  v^e  should  feel  was  a  distraction  in  the  overall  things  that  were  done 
in  a  very  affirmative  way. 

I  want  to  thank,  especially,  the  Secret  Service  and  the  other  law  enforcement 
people. 

I  particularly  was  impressed  with  the  wonderful  reception  we  got  in  California 
and  in  Sacramento,  especially.  I  wouldn't  under  any  circumstances  let  one 
individual's  efforts  undercut  the  warmth  that  we  felt  from  the  people  of 
California. 

Let  me  say  with  emphasis:  We  are  going  to  be  among  the  people  in  all  of 
our  States,  because  I  think  it  is  highly  important  that  a  President  has  an  oppor- 
tunity to  meet  people  from  all  parts  of  our  country  and  to  let  them  have  an 
opportunity  to  express  to  me  their  views,  whether  I  agree  or  disagree.  This  is 
one  of  the  great  assets,  I  think,  in  a  country  such  as  our  own. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:50  p.m.  on  the  South  Lawn  of  the  White  House. 

535 

Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Annual  Report  of  the 
Saint  Lawrence  Seaway  Development  Corporation. 
September  8,  1975 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Enclosed  is  the  Annual  Report  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway  Development 
Corporation  for  the  calendar  year  ending  December  31,  1974.  This  is  trans- 
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mitted  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  10  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Sea- 
way Act  (act  of  May  13, 1954). 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  although  traffic  levels  decUned  during  the  1974 
season,  the  Seaway  Corporation  nevertheless  was  able  to  continue  its  program 
and  retire  a  portion  of  its  outstanding  debt. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

September  8, 1975. 

note:  The  24-page  report  is  entitled  "Saint  Lawrence  Seaway  Development  Corporation — Annual  Report 
1974." 
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Remarks  at  a  Reception  for  Members  of  the  Republican 
National  Committee.     September  8,  1973 

Thank,  you  very,  very  much,  Mary  Louise,  Ted  Stevens,  Bob  Dole,  Guy  Vander 
Jagt,  members  of  the  National  Committee,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

It  is  just  nice  for  Betty  and  myself  to  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  you  all  and 
having  you  in  the  White  House.  And  I  hope  and  trust  that  in  the  months  ahead, 
w^hen  you  meet  here,  that  wt  can  do  this  often,  because  this  is  a  place  w^here  I 
think  v^e  can  get  better  and  better  acquainted,  even  more  so  than  w^hen  I  travel  or 
we  travel  to  your  respective  States. 

Let  me  say  v^ith  great  emphasis  I  believe  that  in  the  next  election,  1976,  it  is 
vitally  important  that  we  have  a  strong  national  Republican  committee  and  that 
we  have  equally  strong  State  committees  in  every  single  one  of  the  50  States. 

I  can  assure  you  that  in  the  months  ahead,  a  major  part  of  my  effort  in  travel 
will  be  to  work  with  you  in  your  respective  States  for  the  strengthening  of  the 
party.  We  must  build  from  strength  in  each  of  the  respective  States.  Now,  that 
includes  not  only  party  organization  but  it  includes  the  financial  aspects  of  the 
party  in  each  of  the  States. 

Mary  Louise  has  been  more  than  kind  in  pointing  out  that  I  have  tried  to  go 
from  one  State  to  another— been  to  quite  a  few.  We  were  a  week  ago  in  Maine 
and  Rhode  Island,  and  last  weekend  in  Seatde  and  in  Oregon.  We  are  going  to 
go  to  a  good  many  other  States. 

It  is  my  strong  belief  that  if  we  can  help  or  I  can  be  helpful  in  this  regard,  it  is 
beneficial  to  the  party  in  1976. 

I  would  hope  that  every  Republican  State  organization  could  enter  1976  with 


1350 


September  8  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1975  [536] 

a  balanced  budget  and  some  money  in  the  bank  so  we  can  go  out  and  work 
together  for  the  party  and  the  principles  for  which  we  stand. 

Now,  let's  talk  about  some  of  the  things  that  I  believe  are  important,  organiza- 
tionally speaking. 

I  have  looked  at  some  statistics  that  indicate  that  although  we  have  a  rela- 
tively low  registration.  Republicans  vis-a-vis  the  opposition,  there  is  a  vast  area  of 
potential  for  the  Republican  Party.  I  am  told  that  there  are  roughly  50  million 
unregistered  voters  in  this  country.  I  am  told  that  there  are  some  25  million 
registered  voters  who  apparently  don't  undertake  the  effort  to  actually  vote. 

I  believe  very  strongly  that  that  75  million  can  be  and  should  be  what  we  as 
Republicans  can  appeal  to.  As  I  look  at  the  issues  that  we  face,  the  problems  that 
we  have  both  at  home  and  abroad,  the  Republican  principles  today  should  appeal 
to  this  group  of  50  million  on  the  one  hand  and  25  million  on  the  other. 

What  do  we  actually  believe  in  ?  I  have  said  it  a  few  times  in  traveling  in  the 
States  where  I  have  been  more  recently,  but  I  think  it  is  good  for  us  to  reiterate  it: 
We  believe  very  strongly  in  Federal  fiscal  responsibility. 

We  have  believed — we  do  beUeve — in  a  vigorous  free  enterprise  system.  It  is 
our  policy,  our  principle,  that  the  way  to  make  America  better  and  better  for 
more  people  is  to  embrace  and  work  for  the  expansion  of  the  free  enterprise 
system. 

Number  three,  we  beUeve,  as  Republicans,  that  a  strong  national  defense 
program  is  the  best  way  to  ensure  peace  throughout  the  world.  This  Adminis- 
tration is  going  to  propose  and  fight  for  in  the  Congress  adequate  funding  for 
the  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  and  Marines  so  that  they  can  be  on  the  frontline 
for  peace  to  prevent  war. 

Fourthly,  we  as  Republicans  believe  that  local  control  over  local  problems  is 
the  best  way  to  get  good  government,  and  we  are  going  to  fight  for  more  and 
more  local  control  and  less  national  domination  by  the  Federal  Government. 

Lastly,  and  probably  as  important  as  any,  we  believe  in  the  freedom  of  the  in- 
dividual. I  have  made  a  few  speeches  in  the  last  month  or  two  pointing  out  what 
our  Bicentennial  theme  should  be  for  the  third  century  of  America's  history. 

The  first  century  was  to  establish  a  government — a  government  that  was 
strong  and  viable.  The  second  century  was  to  develop  our  country  as  an  in- 
dustrial country  that  was  strong  and  capable  of  meeting  the  challenge  from 
other  industrial  countries  around  the  globe.  But  the  third  century,  I  believe, 
ought  to  be  our  dedication  for  freedom  for  the  individual. 

We  should  get  away  from  the  concept  that  the  individual  should  be  mass 
educated,  that  he  should  be  controlled  by  a  big  government.  The  individual 
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ought  to  have  the  right  of  expression  on  his  own.  And  I  can  assure  you  that  as 
far  as  this  Administration  is  concerned,  we  are  going  to  promote  the  right  of 
the  individual  to  be  free  from  big  government,  big  education,  big  labor,  big 
business,  and  the  like. 

Now,  1976,  with  our  principles  and  with  the  organizational  effort  that  can 
be  generated  by  a  strong  national  committee  and  strong  State  central  commit- 
tees, I  think  1976  can  be  and  will  be  the  year  for  the  Republican  Party  and  its 
candidates.  When  I  speak  of  candidates,  I  mean  Republican  candidates  from 
the  local  to  the  State  and  the  national  level. 

We  have  to  find  good  candidates  for  local  office,  for  State  office,  and  for  na- 
tional office,  the  Congress  particularly. 

Let  me  assure  you  that  in  the  months  ahead  I  will  help  in  any  way  I  can  to 
get  good  candidates  locally  or  statewide  or  for  the  Congress.  And  once  you  have 
selected  them  in  whatever  way  you  do  in  your  respective  States,  I  will  be  proud 
to  campaign  with  them. 

This  is  the  way  we  build  a  party,  but  more  importantly,  it  is  the  best  way  I 
know  to  spread  a  philosophy  locally,  statewide,  and  nationally. 

Now,  as  we  enter  the  last  14  months  before  this  campaign,  which  ends  in 
November  of  1976,  I  think  it  is  important  for  us  to  welcome  as  many,  many 
people — Independents,  particularly — ^who  want  to  join  our  party. 

I  think  the  door  of  the  party  should  be  wide  open  for  those  that  want  to  join 
us  and  believe  in  our  philosophy.  I  don't  believe  we  should  open  that  door  just 
a  crack  for  a  limited  few.  We  have  to  have  a  wide  spectrum  of  people  who  are 
believers  in  our  philosophy  and  who  want  to  join  us  in,  literally,  a  crusade.  And 
let's  work  for  a  common  victory  at  all  levels  of  government  rather  than  work- 
ing against  one  another  for  a  sure  and  certain  defeat. 

We  can  win.  I  believe  we  will  win.  But  if  we  join  arms  and  work  together, 
that  is  the  best  insurance  I  know  for  a  happy  day  after  Election  Day  1976. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  6:59  p.m.  in  the  East  Room  at  the  White  House. 
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Remarks  on  Vetoing  a  Bill  To  Extend  Domestic  Oil 
Price  Controls.     September  9,  1973 

I  HAVE  today  vetoed  S.  1849,  which  would  have  extended  for  6  months  price 
controls  on  domestic  oil.  So  there  is  no  question  in  the  minds  of  the  American 
people  and  the  Congress,  let  me  tell  you  why  I  have  taken  this  action: 

— first,  to  save  American  jobs; 

—second,  to  protect  our  future  economic  stability  and  our  national  security; 

—third,  to  assure  that  this  Nation,  after  months  and  months  of  delay,  achieves 

a  comprehensive  national  energy  program  for  future  independence  from 

foreign  suppliers. 

Since  Federal  price  controls  were  placed  on  domestic  oil  4  years  ago,  Amer- 
ica's bill  for  imported  oil  has  continued  to  rise  from  just  over  $3  billion  annually 
to  more  than  $25  billion  today,  an  increase  of  700  percent.  I  am  talking  about 
American  dollars,  your  dollars,  to  pay  for  foreign  oil  and  for  foreign  jobs.  This 
$25  billion  could  provide  more  than  1  million  jobs  for  Americans  here  at  home. 

Put  another  way,  the  average  American  family  today  is  paying  out  $350  a  year 
to  foreign  oil-producing  nations  which  could  and  should  be  spent  in  this  country 
to  put  Americans  to  work. 

If  I  signed  this  bill  continuing  controls,  America's  start  on  the  road  to  energy 
independence  could  be  delayed  indefinitely.  I  am  well  aware  of  the  reluctance 
of  Members  of  the  Congress  to  face  up  to  such  a  very  difficult  problem  just  as 
an  election  campaign  is  getting  underway. 

For  more  than  8  months,  I  have  tried  to  get  the  Members  of  this  Congress 
moving  on  a  solution  to  this  urgent  problem  of  national  energy  independence. 
My  latest  effort  at  a  compromise  with  the  Congress  has  resulted  in  nothing  more 
than  this  proposed  6-month  extension  of  the  existing  law,  which  is  no  answer  at 
all  to  a  program  of  energy  independence  for  the  United  States. 

During  the  4  years  that  Federal  control  programs  have  been  in  operation,  con- 
trols which  Members  of  Congress  now  want  to  extend,  the  cost  of  energy  to 
American  consumers  has  soared,  and  our  dependence  on  foreign  oil  has  doubled. 
Still  Congress  refuses  to  enact  a  national  energy  program. 

If  this  veto  is  sustained,  I  would  accept  a  45-day  extension  of  controls  to  pro- 
vide time  to  work  with  the  leaders  of  the  Congress  who  have  again  assured  me 
they  will  seek  an  acceptable  compromise  during  this  period.  If  all  efforts  at 
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compromise  fail,  I  will  act  to  ensure  an  orderly  transition  from  government 
controls  to  the  free  market. 

Resolution  of  the  oil  price  controls  issue  is  an  essential  first  step  toward  a 
total  energy  independence  program.  We  must  have  a  national  energy  program 
before  we  have  a  national  energy  emergency. 

Our  time  to  act  instead  of  react  grows  shorter  with  each  day.  I  urge  Members 
of  the  Senate  and  the  House  to  sustain  this  veto  and  get  on  with  the  job  of 
meeting  this  problem  head-on. 

The  continued  failure  of  Members  of  Congress  to  enact  a  national  energy 
program  puts  us  increasingly  at  the  mercy  of  foreign  oil  producers  and  will 
certainly  result  in  Americans  paying  substantially  higher  prices  for  their  fuel 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:58  p.m.  in  the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House.  The  remarks  were  recorded 
for  later  use  on  radio  and  television. 
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To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  today  vetoing  S.  1849,  which  would  extend  price  controls  on  domestic 
oil  another  six  months.  I  am  taking  this  action  because: 

1.  An  extension  of  price  controls  would  increase  our  dangerous  and  growing 
dependence  on  imported  oil. 

2.  It  would  increase  the  export  of  jobs  and  dollars  from  our  economy. 

3.  It  would  jeopardize  our  future  economic  stability  and  national  security. 

4.  It  would  retard  conservation  of  energy. 

5.  It  would  postpone  the  badly  needed  development  and  production  of  new 
domestic  energy. 

6.  It  would  negate  the  possibility  of  long-range  compromise  on  this  problem 
because  of  expected  Congressional  reluctance  to  tackle  the  issue  of  higher  oil 
prices  in  an  election  year. 

Since  1971,  America's  bill  for  imported  oil  has  climbed  from  just  over  $3 
billion  annually  to  $25  biUion  today — a  700%  increase.  This  $25  billion  could 
provide  more  than  one  million  jobs  for  Americans  here  at  home.  We  cannot 
delay  longer. 
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Last  January  in  my  State  of  the  Union  Message,  I  proposed  to  the  Congress 
a  comprehensive  energy  program  to  make  the  United  States  independent  of 
foreign  oil  by  1985. 

The  need  for  such  a  program  grows  with  each  passing  day.  Right  now,  the 
United  States  is  dependent  on  foreign  oil  for  almost  40  percent  of  its  current 
needs.  If  we  do  not  act  quickly  to  reverse  this  trend,  within  10  years,  we  will 
import  more  than  half  of  the  oil  we  need  at  whatever  price  is  demanded  by 
foreign  producers  who  can  cut  off  our  supply  any  time  they  want  to. 

The  more  foreign  oil  we  import,  the  more  dollars  and  the  more  jobs  we 
lose  from  our  economy.  And  as  American  jobs  and  dollars  flow  out  of  the 
country,  so  does  our  economic  and  national  security. 

The  1973  embargo  cost  us  more  than  $15  billion  in  Gross  National  Product 
and  threw  hundreds  of  thousands  of  persons  out  of  work.  It  dramatically  showed 
our  vulnerability.  Another  disruption  would  be  even  more  costly  in  dollars  and 
jobs — and  could  throw  us  into  a  new  recession. 

The  detailed  legislative  program  I  sent  to  the  Congress  last  winter  involved 
tough  measures  to  put  us  immediately  on  the  road  to  energy  independence. 
It  would  have  conserved  the  energy  we  now  have  and  accelerated  development 
and  production  of  more  energy  here  at  home. 

Because  this  program  would  have  increased  energy  prices  somewhat  until 
new  domestic  supplies  were  developed,  I  also  proposed  tax  legislation  to  prevent 
undue  profit-taking  by  oil  companies  and  to  return  energy  tax  dollars  to  Amer- 
ican consumers  to  offset  the  slightly  higher  prices  they  would  pay. 

Since  I  could  not  gamble  with  our  Nation's  security  while  waiting  for  the 
Congress  to  act  on  my  comprehensive  program,  I  raised  the  import  fees  on  each 
barrel  of  foreign  crude  oil  in  February  as  an  interim  measure  to  reduce  imports. 

The  Congress  still  has  not  acted.  Throughout  these  months,  I  have  compro- 
mised again  and  again  and  again  to  accommodate  Congressional  requests. 

I  delayed  putting  the  second  dollar  fee  on  imported  oil  for  90  days,  finally 
imposing  it  June  1. 1  delayed  the  third  dollar  indefinitely.  Still,  the  country  has 
seen  no  Congressional  action. 

In  my  State  of  the  Union  Message  last  January,  I  announced  a  decision  to 
remove  the  ceiling  on  price-controlled  domestic  oil  April  1,  permitting  it  to  rise 
from  $5.25  per  barrel  to  the  free  market  price.  This  action  would  have  im- 
mediately stimulated  production  and  development  of  needed  additional  energy 
suppHes  and  also  encouraged  conservation.  At  the  request  of  Congressional 
leaders,  I  postponed  such  action  to  give  them  time  to  work  out  a  different 
solution. 
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After  nearly  six  months  without  Congressional  passage  of  a  decontrol  bill  or 
any  other  positive  legislation,  I  proposed  in  early  July  a  compromise  30-month 
phased  oil  decontrol  plan.  This  program  represented  an  effort  to  meet  the  con- 
cerns raised  by  many  members  of  Congress  and  showed  the  Administration's 
wiUingness  to  compromise.  The  House  of  Representatives  rejected  this  plan. 

I  made  another  effort  to  reach  a  solution  before  the  August  Congressional 
recess  by  submitting  another  decontrol  plan,  which  would  have  gradually  phased 
out  price  controls  over  a  39-month  period  and  put  a  price  ceiling  on  all  domestic 
oil. 

I  believe  this  decontrol  plan  went  more  than  halfway  to  meet  concerns  raised 
by  the  Congress.  Although  it  would  achieve  energy  objectives  more  slowly  than 
warranted,  I  offered  it  in  the  spirit  of  compromise,  because  action  was  desper- 
ately needed. 

Instead,  the  House  also  rejected  this  compromise  attempt  and  Congress  passed 
this  bill  which  would  simply  extend  the  pricing  and  allocation  authorities  for 
another  six  months.  This  proposed  action  would  only  ensure  the  continued 
growth  of  our  dependence  on  foreign  oil. 

I  cannot  approve  six  more  months  of  delay — delay  which  would  cost  needed 
jobs  and  dollars  and  compound  our  energy  and  economic  problems. 

From  my  experience  in  the  Congress,  I  am  well  aware  that  it  will  be  easier 
to  pass  the  tough  legislation  needed  to  begin  solving  the  energy  problem  this 
year  rather  than  during  the  1976  election  year.  The  six-month  price  controls 
extension  contained  in  the  bill  I  am  vetoing  would  postpone  possible  action  until 
at  least  the  spring  of  1976  and  in  all  likelihood  would  mean  an  indefinite  delay 
in  our  efforts  to  begin  solving  this  problem. 

Despite  last  minute  attempts  made  in  good  faith  by  the  Democratic  and 
Republican  leadership,  their  effort  to  achieve  a  compromise  in  the  Congress 
has  failed.  It  is  clear  that  too  many  Members  of  the  Congress  have  not  come  to 
grips  with  the  decontrol  issue — much  less  the  overall  energy  problem. 

We  must  have  a  national  energy  program  before  we  have  a  national  energy 
emergency.  Our  time  to  act  instead  of  react  grows  shorter  with  each  day  and 
with  each  delay. 

Without  price  controls  on  domestic  oil,  we  can  reduce  dependence  upon 
imported  oil  by  reducing  domestic  consumption  by  more  than  700,000  barrels 
per  day  within  two  years.  We  can  reduce  dependence  in  the  long  run  by  in- 
creasing domestic  production  by  nearly  one  and  one-half  million  barrels  per  day 
by  1985.  By  continuing  controls,  imports  will  increase  because  of  a  lack  of 
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incentives  to  spur  domestic  production  and  the  energy  problem  will  get  worse 
and  worse. 

If  my  veto  is  sustained,  I  still  will  accept  a  45-day  extension  of  price  controls 
to  provide  time  to  work  with  the  Congressional  leaders  who  have  assured  me 
that  they  will  seek  an  acceptable  compromise  during  this  period.  If  this  further 
compromise  fails,  however,  I  will  take  the  following  actions  to  ensure  an 
orderly  transition  from  government  controls  to  the  free  market: 

— I  will  remove  the  previously  imposed  $2  per  barrel  import  fees  on  crude 
oil  and  a  60  cents  fee  on  petroleum  products. 

— I  will  again  press  the  Congress  to  enact  a  windfall  profits  tax  with  plow 
back  provisions  and  to  return  the  money  collected  to  the  American  consumer, 

— I  will  propose  legislation  to  provide  a  gradual  transition  from  price  con- 
trols for  small  and  independent  refiners. 

— I  will  propose  legislation  to  provide  authority  to  allocate  liquified  petro- 
leum gases,  such  as  propane,  to  supply  these  important  fuels  at  reasonable  prices 
to  farmers,  rural  households  and  curtailed  natural  gas  users. 

— I  will  seek  authority  to  provide  retail  service  station  dealers  legal  remedies 
to  protect  their  interests  against  unwarranted  actions  by  the  major  oil  companies. 

Since  January,  I  have  gone  more  than  halfway  in  order  to  reach  a  responsible 
compromise.  Obviously,  we  have  talked  and  delayed  long  enough.  We  must  act 
now  to  protect  not  only  ourselves,  but  future  generations  of  Americans.  I  urge 
Members  of  the  Senate  and  the  House  to  sustain  my  veto  and  get  on  with  the 
job  of  meeting  this  problem  head-on. 

The  continued  failure  of  Members  of  the  Congress  to  enact  a  National  Energy 
Program  puts  us  increasingly  at  the  mercy  of  foreign  oil  producers  and  will 
certainly  result  in  Americans  paying  substantially  higher  prices  for  their  fuel. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
September  9, 1975. 

note:    The    Senate    sustained    the    President's   veto  For  the  President's  statement  on  the  Senate  action, 

on  September  10,  1975.  see  Item  542. 
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Statement  on  United  States  Grain  Sales  to  the  Soviet  Union. 

September  9,  1973 

THE  PURCHASE  by  the  Soviet  Union  of  wheat  and  feed  grains  in  the  United 
States  has  been  highly  erratic  over  the  years.  The  following  table  shows  these 
purchases  for  recent  years,  including  purchases  to  date  for  the  1975-76  season: 

[In  millions  of  metric  tons] 
Years  Feed  grains  Wheat  Tota 

1971-72 

1972r-73 

1973-74 

1974-75 

1975-76  (to  date) 

The  considerable  variation  in  large  bulk  purchases  by  a  single  state  trading 
company  contrasts  with  the  more  steady  purchases  of  these  grains  by  such 
customers  as  commercial  enterprises  in  Japan  and  Western  Europe.  Because  these 
purchases  are  highly  variable  and  uncertain,  American  farmers  have  not  been 
able  to  count  on  this  market  in  their  planting  intentions  to  the  extent  they  have 
on  other  foreign  purchasers.  Moreover,  highly  volatile  and  unpredictable  pur- 
chases emerging  after  the  crop  planting  tend  to  contribute  to  price  instability. 

It  would  contribute  materially  to  the  interests  of  the  American  farmer,  workers 
in  the  transportation  industries,  and  American  consumers,  as  well  as  be  in  the 
interests  of  our  customers  abroad,  if  we  could  develop  a  longer-term  and  more 
certain  purchase  understanding  with  the  Soviet  Union,  providing  among  other 
features  for  certain  minimum  purchases. 

It  will  take  some  time  to  explore  the  possibilities  of  a  long-term  agreement. 
The  country  must  have  a  new  procedure  for  the  sale  of  feed  grains  and  wheat  to 
such  a  large  state  purchaser  as  the  Soviet  Union.  I  am  sending  representatives  to 
the  Soviet  Union  at  once.  I  am  also  estabUshing  a  Food  Committee  of  the 
Economic  Policy  Board/National  Security  Council  in  my  office  to  monitor  these 
developments. 

We  have  already  sold  a  volume  of  wheat  and  feed  grains  which  will  take  4  to  6 
months  to  ship  at  maximum  rates  of  transportation  operations.  Accordingly, 
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there  is  no  immediate  necessity  to  decide  about  further  future  sales  at  this  time, 
and  I  am  extending  the  present  moratorium  on  sales  to  the  Soviet  Union  until 
mid-October  when  additional  information  on  world  supplies  and  demands  is 
available.  This  extended  period  should  provide  the  opportunity  to  negotiate  for 
a  long-term  agreement  with  the  Soviet  Union. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  requesting  the  longshoremen  to  resume 
voluntarily  the  shipping  of  American  grain  while  these  discussions  go  forward, 
and  the  matter  can  be  reassessed  in  the  middle  of  October. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  complete  the  negotiations  over  shipping  rates  in  order  to 
make  it  possible  for  American  ships  to  carry  wheat  and  to  assure  that  at  least  one- 
third  of  the  tonnage  is  carried  in  American  ships,  as  provided  by  the  agreement 
with  the  Soviet  Union  which  expires  on  December  31, 1975,  which  is  also  under 
renegotiation. 

note:  On  the  same  day,  the  President  met  at  the  Meany  and  a  group  of  labor  leaders  to  discuss  grain 
White    House    with    AFL-CIO    President    George       sales  to  the  Soviet  Union. 

540 

Remarks  on  Greeting  Officials  of  the  United  States  Jaycees. 
September  10,  1975 

DICK,  it  is  a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  to  not  only  talk  with  you  but  have  the 
opportunity  of  saying  a  fev^  w^ords  to  your  various  State  presidents  and  your 
executive  group.  First,  let  me  congratulate  a  Michigander  v^ho  has  done  pretty 
V7t\\  this  last  year.  We  are  proud  of  Dick. 

Because  of  my  long  association  v^ith  the  Jaycees,  going  back  to  about  1941  or 
'42  and  continuing  after  the  war  when  I  returned  and  became  again  active  in  the 
Grand  Rapids  organization,  I  am  proud  of  the  fact  that  I  had  that  exposure.  I 
am  very  proud  of  the  record  of  the  Jaycees  over  a  long  period  of  time. 

What  are  you,  the  56th  national  president?  I  think  that^is  a  real  fine  track 
record — that  for  56  years  the  Jaycees  have  made  a  great  contribution  to  local 
communities,  to  the  various  States,  and  also  to  the  national. 

I  know  you  have  got  some  excellent  projects  this  year — Project  Mainstream, 
which  I  think  is  one  that  will  be  very  helpful  in  trying  to  do  things  at  the  local 
level  in  a  meaningful  way.  And  the  project  of  getting  involved  with  the  U.S. 
I  fully  support  and  hope  that  it  will  not  only  get  all  of  you  involved  but  each 
of  the  7,000  chapters  or  thereabouts  that  you  have  throughout  the  United  States. 

I  can  see  out  in  this  group  here  that  we  have  a  number  of  future  political 
leaders.  I  hope  you  have  excellent  judgment  on  which  political  party  you  join. 
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[Laughter]  But  I  will  leave  that  up  to  your  own  individual  decision.  The  last 
thing  I  would  want  to  do  is  seek  to  influence  it.  [Laughter] 

I  recall  very  vividly  the  many  opportunities  I  had  to  speak  to  the  Jaycees  in  my 
home  area,  the  opportunities  from  time  to  time  that  I  had  to  get  together  with 
the  Jaycees  at  the  State  level,  and  of  course,  probably  the  greatest  experience  I 
had  was  the  opportunity  to  attend  your  meeting  in  San  Diego  in  1974.  That  was 
a  tremendous  convention,  and  I  thank  you  all  for  the  very  warm  welcome  that 
I  had  on  that  occasion. 

I  think  you  can  see  from  the  words  that  I  have  said  that  I  have  great  affection 
and  admiration  for  the  Jaycees,  and  I  have  had  it,  I  have  it  now,  and  I  wish  you 
well  in  the  future. 

And  if  you  would  like,  we  have  got  a  few  extra  minutes  this  morning.  If  you 
would  like  to  come  through  the  Oval  Office,  we  would  be  very  honored  if  you 
would  do  so,  and  perhaps  we  can  take  individual  pictures  at  that  time. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:07  a.m.  in  the  chairmen.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to 
Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House  to  a  group  of  Richard  L.  Robinson,  of  Lake  Orion,  Mich.,  na- 
Jaycee   State   presidents   and    executive   committee       tional  president  of  the  United  States  Jaycees. 

541 

Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on 
Budget  Deferrals.     September  10,  1975 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  vi^ith  the  Impoundment  Control  Act  of  1974, 1  herewith  report 
three  new  deferrals  totalling  $50.3  million  in  1976  budget  authority.  In  addition, 
I  am  transmitting  two  supplementary  reports  revising  information  provided  in 
earlier  deferrals.  Only  one  of  these  supplementary  reports  reflects  an  increase— 
$19.2  million— to  the  amount  of  outlays  previously  deferred.  The  five  reports  in- 
volve the  Departments  of  Agriculture,  Treasury,  and  Health,  Education,  and 
Welfare. 

All  of  the  items  contained  in  this  message  are  routine  in  nature  and  do  not 
significantly  affect  program  levels.  The  details  of  each  deferral  are  contained  in 

the  attached  reports. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

The  White  House, 
September  10, 1975. 

note:  The  attachments  detailing  the  deferrals  are  printed  in  the  Federal  Register  of  September  15,  1975 
(40  FR  42696). 
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542 

Statement  on  Senate  Action  Sustaining  Veto  of  a  Bill 

To  Extend  Domestic  Oil  Price  Controls.     September  10,  197^ 

I  COMMEND  the  Members  of  the  Senate  who  sustained  my  veto  of  S.  1849 
which  would  have  extended  price  controls  on  domestic  oil  for  another  6  months. 

Today's  vote  was  not  an  Administration  victory.  In  the  long  run,  it  could 
well  be  a  victory  for  homeowners  who  use  heating  oil,  for  drivers  who  buy  gaso- 
line, for  factories  and  utilities  which  consume  fuel  to  power  their  machinery, 
for  farmers  who  use  fuel  to  run  their  equipment  and  dry  their  crops— for  all 
Americans  who  depend  on  energy  for  their  jobs  and  comfort  and  prosperity. 

In  sustaining  this  veto,  the  Senate  took  its  first  step  toward  curbing  never- 
ending  fuel  price  increases  and  our  growing  dependence  on  foreign  oil  pro- 
ducers. It  is  an  important  step  toward  producing  more  domestic  fuel. 

The  American  people  should  be  gratified — and  the  foreign  oil  producers 
should  be  aware — that  America  is  starting  on  the  road  to  energy  independence. 
I  am  confident  that  the  people  of  the  country  are  ready  to  walk  that  road. 

I  hope  and  trust  that  after  these  many  months  the  Members  of  the  Congress 
are  ready  to  move  ahead  on  a  program  for  national  energy  independence. 

If  the  Congress  wishes  to  achieve  decontrol  more  gradually,  I  will  work  with 
the  Members  to  achieve  that  objective.  If  not,  the  legislation  which  I  have  sub- 
mitted today  will  ensure  an  orderly  and  fair  transition  away  from  price 
controls. 

There  is  a  lot  of  work  to  do  to  make  America  energy  independent.  Let's  get 
on  with  it — together. 

543 

Remarks  at  a  Fundraising  Reception  for  the  National 
Republican  Club  of  Capitol  Hill.     September  10,  1975 

Nelson  and  Happy,  Harold  and  Chuc\,  and  of  course  Betty: 

Let  me  say  at  the  outset  that  I  am  delighted  to  be  here  and  I  am  most  grateful 
and  deeply  appreciative  of  how  many  of  you  have  come  from  many,  many 
States — I  certainly  can't  count  them  on  both  hands. 

I  have  met  so  many  downstairs  and  up  here  who  have  come  a  long  distance — 
north,  south,  east,  and  west — and  for  your  efforts  let  me  assure  you  I  can't  ex- 
press deeply  enough  my  gratitude  and  appreciation. 
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As  you  know,  I  am  a  firm  believer  in  decontrol,  and  just  let  me  thank  you  for 
the  way  you  have  decontrolled  your  pocketbooks  tonight.  [Laughter] 

I  also  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  Capitol  Hill  Club.  I  thank  you  from  the  bottom 
of  my  heart,  and  the  Capitol  Hill  Club  thanks  you  from  the  bottom  of  its 
treasury.  [Laughter]  But  anyhow,  your  generosity — and  I  say  this  with  sin- 
cerity—has kept  the  Capitol  Hill  Club  from  becoming  an  over-the-hill  club. 

Now,  there  are  a  lot  of  people  who  are  participants  in  making  this  affair  pos- 
sible, and  the  one  that  I  can  speak  most  f orthrightly  about  is  the  Vice  President. 
Harold  Collier  has  been  working  hard,  and  Chuck  Marck  has,  along  with  many 
others.  But  the  Vice  President  undertook  a  responsibility  at  my  request  to  see 
how  it  might  be  done  to  get  everything  organized  and  straightened  out.  And 
Nelson,  in  this  case,  as  in  every  other  that  I  have  asked  you  to  do,  you  have  done 
a  superb  job,  and  for  that  I  am  deeply  grateful. 

I  never  like  to  make  a  speech  in  the  Capitol  Hill  Club  because  the  atmosphere 
just  isn't  right.  [Laughter]  And  obviously,  the  atmosphere  isn't  right  here 
tonight  to  make  a  speech.  Betty  and  I  would  both  prefer  to  simply  mill  around 
and  shake  hands,  to  get  acquainted  with  those  we  don't  know  and  to  renew  ac- 
quaintances with  those  that  we  have  known  for  so  many  years,  both  in  Wash- 
ington and  elsewhere. 

We,  on  occasions  Hke  this,  like  the  informality  and  the  opportunity  to  just  be 
friends.  And  so  my  remarks  tonight  will  be  very  short;  in  fact,  they  are  almost 
over.  [Laughter]  Is  that  short  enough? 

But  the  future  of  the  Capitol  Hill  Club  is  much  brighter  tonight  because  of 
your  participation.  And  for  those  of  you  who  don't  know  the  history — and  I 
won't  recount  it  except  in  summary — it  began  up  here  where  the  new  library 
annex  is,  the  Madison  Library,  and  then  it  went  over  to  the  hotel  and  finally  it 
came  here. 

In  the  process,  some  great  people  participated  in  making  it  feasible.  Jim 
Auchincloss  was  probably  the  father  of  the  idea,  but  after  him  a  great  many 
other  people  likewise  were  strong  and  helpful. 

I  got  involved  a  few  years  ago.  And  I  believe  the  future  existence  of  this  club 
is  extremely  important  to  our  RepubUcan  family,  and  I  mean  a  Republican 
family  that  encompasses  everybody  in  the  Republican  Party. 

So  when  I,  after  talking  with  Harold  Collier  and  Chuck,  found  that  we 
needed  a  real  boost  from  some  stalwart  people,  I  asked  Nelson  to  take  the  leader- 
ship. He  did.  But  I  thank  you  for  coming,  and  I  thank  especially  you  for  giving. 

Club  Member.  Westchester  County  is  here  tonight. 

The  President.  I  know  it's  here  tonight,  but  I  see  a  lot  of  people  from  Texas, 
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from  Nebraska,  from  Mississippi — well,  from  all  over  the  country — and  isn't 
that  what  we  really  want  ?  We  want  Republicans  in  this  building  and  in  this 
country  from  all  50  States. 
So,  thank  you  very  much  for  being  here. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  7:44  p.m.  at  the  club.  of  the  club,  Charles  T.  Marck,  member  of  the  club's 
In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Harold  R.  Collier,  executive  committee,  and  James  C.  Auchincloss, 
Representative  from  Illinois  1957-75  and  president       Representative  from  New^  Jersey  1943-65. 

544 

Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Annual  Report  of  the 
National  Advisory  Council  on  Economic  Opportunity. 
September  11,  1975 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  the  Eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  National  Advisory 
Council  on  Economic  Opportunity. 

The  report  provides  a  perspective  and  recommendations  w^hich  are,  of  course, 
limited  to  the  particular  area  of  interest  of  the  National  Advisory  Council  on 
Economic  Opportunity.  Thus,  the  report  does  not  reflect  the  Administration's 
policies  w^hich  must  be  formed  in  the  context  of  a  comprehensive  review^  of  the 
total  Federal  role  and  capability  to  assist  the  poor  in  light  of  other  competing 
priorities. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

September  11,  1975. 

note:  The  report  is  entitled  "National  Advisory  Council  on  Economic  Opportunity — ^Eighth  Annual  Re- 
port" (Government  Printing  Office,  132  pp.). 

545 

Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Annual  Report  on  the 
Administration  of  the  Cooley's  Anemia  Programs. 
September  11,  1975 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  pleased  to  send  to  the  Congress  the  Third  Annual  Report  on  the  Ad- 
ministration of  the  Cooley's  Anemia  Programs  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  Section  1115  of  the  PubUc  Health  Service  Act,  as  amended. 
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The  Report  describes  the  activities  of  the  National  Institutes  of  Health  (NIH), 
the  Health  Services  Administration  (HSA),  and  the  Center  for  Disease  Control 
(CDC).  Research  and  development  are  underway  at  NIH  in  the  diagnosis, 
treatment,  and  prevention  of  Cooley's  anemia.  High  priority  is  being  given  to 
the  development  and  evaluation  of  effective,  nontoxic  iron  chelating  agents  to 
reduce  iron  buildup  w^hich  occurs  in  the  bodies  of  patients  treated  for  Cooley's 
anemia  with  periodic  blood  transfusions. 

High  priority  also  is  being  given  to  pilot  programs  in  screening,  education, 
and  counseling  in  coordination  with  NIH  and  HSA.  In  addition,  HSA  is 
evaluating  the  information  gained  from  the  extensive  screening,  treatment,  and 
counseling  studies  in  sickle  cell  anemia  (which  is  also  a  genetic  blood  disease) 
as  a  means  to  plan  more  effectively  the  Cooley's  anemia  screening  programs. 
CDC  is  involved  in  a  number  of  activities  concerned  with  the  laboratory  de- 
tection of  Cooley's  anemia,  including  screening  techniques  and  educational 
programs. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

September  11,  1975. 

note:  The  15 -page  report  is  entitled  "Third  Annual  Report  on  the  Administration  of  the  Cooley's  Anemia 
Programs." 

546 

Proclamation  4390,  National  Saint  Elizabeth  Seton  Day. 
September  11,  1973 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  a  Proclamation 

Among  the  most  important  elements  of  America's  Bicentennial  observance — 
and  of  everyday  American  life  for  nearly  200  years — is  the  religious  heritage  of 
our  Nation,  rich  in  its  diversity  and  its  quality. 

The  singular  devotion,  faith  and  courage  of  such  servants  of  God  as  Elizabeth 
Ann  Seton  give  life  to  that  heritage  and  inspiration  to  us  all. 

On  Sunday,  September  14,  1975,  His  Holiness  Pope  Paul  VI  vi^ill  confer 
upon  "Mother  Seton,"  as  she  is  knov^n  to  millions  of  Roman  Catholics,  the 
rites  of  canonization.  From  that  day.  Mother  Seton  will  be  Saint  Elizabeth  Seton, 
the  first  American-born  saint  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Born  in  New  York  more  than  200  years  ago.  Mother  Seton  was  content  in 
her  early  years  to  live  the  common  life  of  the  18th  century  woman.  But  tragedy 


1364 


September  11  Gerald  /?.  Ford,  1975  [547] 

entered  her  life,  leaving  her  a  widow  at  a  young  age  and  with  five  children. 
Moving  to  Emmitsburg,  Maryland,  she  turned  to  the  work  of  her  church,  took 
the  vows  of  a  nun  and  later  founded  the  Sisters  of  Charity  of  St.  Joseph,  an 
order  of  nuns  devoted  to  teaching. 

Mother  Seton  established  the  first  parochial  school  in  America,  the  founda- 
tion for  an  educational  system  that  has  brought  the  priceless  gift  of  knowledge 
to  millions  of  Americans,  including  a  multitude  of  newly  arrived  immigrants 
whom  Mother  Seton  and  her  followers  instructed  in  the  language  and  the 
ways  of  their  new  homeland. 

For  her  devout  faith  and  diligent  service  in  the  Kingdom  of  God,  her  church 
is  bestowing  its  highest  honor  on  Mother  Seton  on  September  14,  1975. 

For  her  service  to  her  country,  we,  as  a  Nation,  and  believers  in  many  faiths, 
also  have  just  cause  to  honor  the  memory  of  Mother  Seton  on  that  special  day. 

Now,  Therefore,  I,  Gerald  R.  Ford,  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  accordance  with  Senate  Joint  Resolution  125,  do  hereby  designate 
Sunday,  September  14,  1975,  as  National  Saint  Elizabeth  Seton  Day,  and  call 
for  such  memorials  and  other  observances  as  are  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 

In  Witness  Whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this  eleventh  day  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  nineteen  hundred  seventy-five,  and  of  the 
Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  two-hundredth. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  The  full  text  of  this  proclamation  is  included  issued.  All  the  proclamations  issued  by  the  President 
as  an  example  of  the  proclamations  the  President       in  1975  are  listed  in  Appendix  B. 
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Remarks  in  Keene,  New  Hampshire. 
September  11,   1973 

Louis  Wymatiy  Mayor  Jim  Maisello,  my  many,  many  good  friends  here  in  New 
Hampshire: 

I  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  for  this  wonderful  turnout  of  young 
and  old,  the  people  of  this  great  State  of  New  Hampshire  and  the  city  of  Keene. 
It  is  a  great,  great  experience,  and  I  thank  you  very,  very  much. 

The  truth  is  that  I,  over  a  long  period  of  time,  have  known  many,  many 
people  from  the  State  of  New  Hampshire.  I  used  to  come  up  skiing  here  a  good 
many  years  ago.  I  came  here  in  the  summertime,  and  as  a  result,  I  learned  that 
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the  people  of  New  Hampshire  are  strong  and  independent  people,  and  I  respect 
both  strength  and  independence. 

I  also  have  learned  that  it  is  important  in  our  political  system  if  we  have  a 
strong  two-party  system — whether  it  is  in  New  Hampshire  or  any  one  of  the 
other  49  States.  Obviously,  you  do  have  a  strong  two-party  system  in  this  great 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  and  I  strongly  urge  that  you  maintain  that  two-party 
system  so  that  all  of  you  have  an  opportunity  to  make  a  choice. 

I  also  have  learned  over  the  years  that  the  people  of  New  Hampshire  believe 
in  competition,  whether  it  is  in  the  political  arena  or  whether  it  is  in  anything 
else.  You  had  a  little  competition  last  November,  and  the  net  result  is  that  you 
now  have  an  opportunity  in  a  few  days  to  have  the  same  kind  of  competition. 

The  people  of  New  Hampshire,  after  fighting  hard  to  get  the  opportunity  to 
make  their  choice  rather  than  have  the  politicians  make  that  choice,  your  elec- 
tion comes,  and  I  strongly  urge  that  everybody  who  is  eligible  turn  out  to  par- 
ticipate in  this  very  important  decision. 

It  was  my  pleasure  to  be  here  last  April  to  meet  the  Governor  and  to  speak  to 
the  State  legislature.  At  that  time,  I  urged  two  things:  one,  that  the  people  of 
New  Hampshire,  rather  than  the  politicians  in  Washington,  ought  to  decide  who 
should  be  your  United  States  Senator. 

Finally,  after  a  great  deal  of  pressure  from  all  of  you  and  from  many  others— 
the  poUticians  decided  that  the  people  of  New  Hampshire  have  that  right  to 
make  a  choice,  and  with  that  opportunity  goes  the  responsibility  on  your  part 
to  participate.  So,  make  it  a  big  election. 

One  of  the  important  ingredients  of  a  two-party  system  is  that  the  two  parties 
present  good  candidates  and  present  a  united  front. 

I  am  delighted  to  be  in  New  Hampshire  today  and  to  be  a  part  of  a  unity 
movement  in  my  party,  the  Republican  Party.  I  am  delighted  that  Governor 
Reagan  was  here  in  New  Hampshire  last  night. 

I  am  here  because  I  want  to  show  a  common  front,  a  united  party.  I  am  de- 
lighted that  my  dear  friend  of  many  years  in  the  Congress,  Norris  Cotton,  Jim 
Cleveland,  who  I  served  with  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  all  other 
elements  of  the  party  at  the  national  level  and  your  Governor,  Governor  Thom- 
son, are  joining  with  us  together  to  show  that  our  party  is  unified,  that  we  can 
have  diversity,  but  we  can  have  unity,  which  I  think  is  important  for  the 
strengthening  of  the  party  and  beneficial  to  the  people  who  want  a  choice. 

Now,  let  me  indicate  what  I  believe  in  and  what  Louis  Wyman  believes  in, 
what  our  party  stands  for.  We  stand,  first,  for  fiscal  responsibility  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  public  trust  as  far  as  your  taxes  are  concerned  and  will  fight  hard 


1366 


September  11  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1975  [547] 

and  effectively,  I  hope,  that  your  money  that  you  pay  into  the  treasury,  whether 
it  is  in  New  Hampshire  or  in  Washington,  will  be  spent  wisely  and  economically. 

We  believe,  also,  that  the  free  enterprise  system  is  the  best  way  to  have  a 
healthy  nation.  We  believe  that  it  is  better  to  put  young  people,  old  people, 
working  people  not  on  the  public  payroll,  but  on  the  private  payroll.  We  think 
it  is  more  important  that  people  work  in  a  free  enterprise  system  rather  than 
working  for  the  government  as  such. 

We  also  believe  that  the  United  States  must  be  second  to  none  in  national 
security.  We  believe  that  our  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  Marines  must  be  strong. 
That  is  the  best  way  to  achieve  the  peace  and  to  preserve  the  peace. 

We  beUeve  that  the  control  of  your  local  community  is  better  when  it  is  in 
the  hands  of  locally  elected  officials.  We  think  the  people  of  Keene  and  the  other 
many  fine  communities  in  New  Hampshire  can  run  their  affairs  better  than 
having  somebody  in  Washington  tell  them  how  to  do  it. 

We  believe  that  the  freedom  of  the  individual  is  important,  that  each  of  you 
should  not  be  overcrowded  by  the  Federal  Government  of  certain  rights, 
whether  they  are  in  education,  in  industry,  in  your  community.  The  right  of  each 
of  you  as  an  individual  is  a  sacred  trust  to  us. 

Let  me  conclude  with  this  observation  about  my  very  close  and  old  friend, 
Louis  Wyman:  I  had  the  privilege  of  serving  with  Louis  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  better  than  10  years.  I  know  he  is  an  experienced  and  able 
and  effective  legislator. 

He  started  with  a  great  Senator  from  your  State,  Styles  Bridges.  He  served 
you  more  ably  as  attorney  general.  His  record  of  pubUc  service  is  outstanding. 
And  I  can  say  from  personal  observation  that  he  is  a  person  who  will  do  a  good 
job  for  you  in  the  United  States  Senate. 

We  have  a  lot  of  problems  that  have  to  be  solved  in  this  country.  Louis 
Wyman  understands  some  of  those  problems  better  than  anybody  that  I  know 
in  Washington,  as  his  record  of  attorney  general  speaks  for  itself.  We  have  too 
much  crime  in  America.  Louis  Wyman  knows,  as  attorney  general  and  as  a 
Member  of  the  Congress,  how  to  effectively  meet  the  challenge  of  crime  in 
America. 

Louis  Wyman  knows  that  you  need  jobs  in  New  Hampshire,  and  Louis 
Wyman,  while  he  was  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  worked  hard 
and,  I  think,  effectively  in  trying  to  help  the  job  situation  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire. 

Louis  Wyman  will  do  across  the  board  the  kind  of  a  job  that  you  will  be 
proud  of.  And  I  can  assure  you  that  my  long  and  personal,  close  relationship 
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with  Louis — that  I  will  be  proud  to  have  him  down  there  working  for  you, 
representing  you,  and  working  with  us  for  a  better  America. 
Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   10:09  a.m.  in  the  towns:    Marlborough,    Dublin,    Peterborough,    Mil- 
town  square.  Keene  was  the  first  stop  during  the  ford,  Amherst,  Nashua,  Hudson,  Salem,  Hampstead, 
President's     motorcade     through     southern     New  Kingston,  Exeter,  and  Portsmouth. 
Hampshire,  which  included  stops  in  the  following 


548 

Radio  Interview  in  Peterborough,  New  Hampshire. 
September  11,  1975 

Dave  Goblaskas.  Mr.  President,  v^ith  the  veto  of  the  oil  price  control  bill  and 
reports  that  that  sustained  veto  could  really  increase  the  financial  burdens  on 
America,  do  you  have  any  encouraging  nev^s  on  the  oil  situation  for  the  people 
of  New^  Hampshire  and  the  Northeast } 

The  President.  Dave,  let  me  say  most  emphatically  that  I  proposed  to  the 
Congress  a  phased  decontrol  program  that  w^ould,  over  a  period  of  39  months, 
alleviate  any  sharp  increase.  And  as  a  matter  of  fact,  in  the  first  12  months  in  my 
39-month  phased  decontrol  program,  oil  prices  v^ould  be  less,  not  more. 

We  are  trying  to  w^ork  v^ith  the  Democratic  leadership  in  the  House  as  well 
as  the  Senate  to  actually  enact  or  approve  the  39-month  decontrol  program  that 
I  have  proposed.  If  it  is  enacted  into  law^,  actually,  fuel  prices  w^ill  go  dow^n  the 
first  year,  and  v^e  W\\\  be  able  to  absorb  in  the  months  ahead  the  increases  that 
w^ill  come  over  the  succeeding  2  years  and  3  months. 

Mr.  Goblaskas.  Mr.  President,  there  have  been  several  proposals  that  America 
should  trade  its  surplus  w^heat  to  certain  other  countries  in  return  for  their  oil. 
Hov^  do  you  comment  on  that } 

The  President.  In  the  first  place,  the  Congress  as  w^ell  as  the  President  urged 
the  farmers  of  America  last  year  to  go  to  all-out  production,  and  they  did.  The 
net  result  is  w^e  are  going  to  have  a  record  corn  crop,  a  record  w^heat  crop,  a  record 
soybean  crop. 

We  can  sell  that  w^heat  abroad  to  Japan,  to  the  Soviet  Union,  and  others  in 
place  of  storing  it  as  w^e  did  for  a  good  many  years  at  a  cost  of  $1  million  a  day 
in  storage  fees.  So,  I  think  it  is  better  to  sell  it  rather  than  to  store  it. 

I  know  my  good  friend,  Norris  Cotton,  used  to  fight  against  the  storage  fees 
of  $1  million  a  day.  Can  you  imagine  that } 

We  want  to  sell  it,  and  we  can  trade  it.  And  we  have  a  group  of  negotiators 
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in  the  Soviet  Union  right  now  trying  to  make  a  long-term  sales  agreement  that 
will  mean  that  they  will  buy  from  us,  not  in  sporadic,  erratic  ways,  but  con- 
sistently, this  great  natural  resource  which  we  can  use  for  humanitarian  as  well 
as  diplomatic  purposes. 

So,  I  think  it  is  a  good  deal  not  only  to  sell  it— but  it  is  conceivable,  it  is  possible 
that  we  can  use  wheat  in  a  negotiation  for  oil.  And  I  would  not  rule  out  the 
possibility  that  that  might  materialize. 

Mr.  Goblaskas.  Mr.  President,  with  the  primaries  approaching,  do  you  see 
this  campaign  for  Mr.  Wyman  as  a  possible  test  of  your  strength  among  the 
voters  of  New  Hampshire  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  came,  Dave,  on  this  beautiful  day  in  New  Hampshire 
to  do  what  I  could  to  help  my  friend,  Louis  Wyman.  And  on  the  other  hand,  it 
is  delightful  to  start  in  Keene  and  end  up  in  Portsmouth  to  get  reacquainted  with 
some  people  I  knew  a  good  many  years  ago  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  make  some 
new  friends. 

I  intend  to  be  up  here  next  March.  I  like  the  people  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
I  will  probably  ask  you  for  your  support  then.  But  today  I  want  you  to  help 
Louis  Wyman,  and  I  hope  you  will. 

note:  The  interview  began  at  11 :39  a.m.  at  the  studios  of  WSCV  and  WSLE-FM. 
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Remarks  in  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 
September  11,  1975 

Louis,  Governor  Thomson,  distinguished  guests: 

At  the  very  beginning,  let  me  apologize  for  being  late.  We  have  had  just 
unbelievable  crowds  beginning  in  Keene  and  running  all  the  way  across  the 
State,  west  to  east. 

I  just  appreciate,  beyond  any  words  that  I  can  express,  my  gratitude  for  your 
patience,  your  understanding,  and  your  warm  and  hospitable  reaction  to  our 
coming  in  at  this  time. 

This  trip  to  New  Hampshire  has  been  a  great  lift,  and  it  has  been  a  lift  because 
I  am  convinced  that  the  people  of  New  Hampshire  are  interested  in  having  their 
election  decided  by  them  and  not  by  the  politicians  in  Washington,  D.C. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  come  to  your  State  Capitol  in  April  and  to  urge  at  that 
time  that  the  right  answer  was  by  the  people  and  the  wrong  answer  was  by 
the  pohticians  in  the  Nation's  Capital.  You  have  that  opportunity  now.  You 
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have  probably  the  greatest  opportunity  to  make  a  decisive  decision  next  Tuesday. 

I  am  proud  to  be  here  on  behalf  of  a  friend  of  mine,  Louis  Wyman,  but  I  am 
equally  proud  to  be  in  the  great  State  of  Nev^  Hampshire  because  I  am  here 
representing,  along  with  others,  a  unified  party,  a  party  that  is  working  together 
on  behalf  of  Louis  Wyman's  election.  Governor  Thomson,  last  night  Governor 
Reagan,  earlier  today — and  he  may  be  here  now — Senator  Norris  Cotton,  Con- 
gressman Jim  Cleveland  was  with  us — all  I  am  trying  to  say  is  we  have  presented 
a  unified  front  because  we  think  it  is  a  crucial  election. 

I  am  delighted  to  see  [State  Representative]  Ruth  Griffin  here  who  so  ably 
represents  your  area,  and  she,  like  all  of  us,  is  standing  steadfast  on  behalf  of 
Louis  Wyman. 

Let  me  ask  you  or  tell  you,  if  I  might,  why  we  stand  together.  Why  are  we 
interested  in  the  election  of  Louis  Wyman  ?  Louis  Wyman  believes  in  a  strong 
national  defense  with  the  Army,  the  Navy,  the  Air  Force,  and  the  Marines  first 
and  not  second  best,  and  that  is  important  to  the  maintenance  of  peace  through- 
out the  world. 

Secondly,  related  to  that,  you  have  got  a  great  naval  installation  here  in 
Portsmouth — one  that  is  very  significant  from  the  national  security  point  of 
view,  one  that  is  a  very  vital  part  of  the  economy  of  this  part  of  New  Hampshire. 
Let  me  speak  very  strongly  that  Louis  Wyman  in  1964  and  again  in  1972  almost 
singlehandedly  kept  the  Portsmouth  Navy  Yard  open  so  we  could  have  that 
facility  here  defending  or  helping  to  defend  the  peace  throughout  the  world. 

Let  me  add,  you  elect  Louis  and  he  will  have  an  opportunity  to  continue  that 
strong  support  for  this  great  navy  installation  which  is  such  an  integral  part 
of  our  national  security  forces. 

I  don't  have  to  tell  all  of  you  in  New  Hampshire  that  Louis,  by  actions,  by 
words,  is  working  hard  to  keep  control  of  government  at  the  local  level.  He 
knows  and  I  know  that  we  cannot  run  the  city  of  Portsmouth  nearly  as  well 
from  Washington  as  your  elected  officials  can  do  it  right  here  in  Portsmouth. 

So,  if  you  want  local  control  with  locally  elected  officials  and  the  backup 
given  to  Lou  that  is  necessary,  then  you  ought  to  elect  Louis  Wyman  on  next 
Tuesday. 

I  would  like  to  conclude  a  wonderful  day,  and  it  started  early  and  it  is  ending 
late,  but  it  has  been  an  inspiration  to  me  to  meet  so  many  old  friends,  to  make 
so  many  new  acquaintances. 

Fortunately,  a  long  time  ago  I  used  to  come  to  New  Hampshire  then  to 
vacation  and  ski,  and  I  met  some  wonderful  people  who  have  been  my  friends 
over  the  years,  and  the  characteristics  of  those  people  I  have  found  in  my 
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opportunity  to  see  others  in  New  Hampshire  today  are  independence,  dedicated, 
with  great  conviction. 

You  have  the  kind  of  characteristics  which  I  think  are  reflected  in  Louis 
Wyman.  If  you  want  an  independent  guy,  a  man  of  dedication  with  deep 
convictions,  I  urge  you  to  make  that  extra  step  to  get  to  the  polls  on  Tuesday. 

One  final  word :  All  of  you  have  close  friends  who  you  would  stand  up  for, 
who  you  would  urge  to  be  appointed  or  elected.  Louis  Wyman  is  that  kind  of 
a  friend  of  mine.  I  am  here  spending  this  wonderful  day  because  I  want  to  go 
the  last  mile  supporting  a  person  who  I  respected  as  a  legislator,  who  I  admire 
as  a  person,  who  I  know  will  do  the  job  best  for  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  I  know  will  help  me  the  most  as  we  face  the  critical,  crucial  problems  of 
energy,  the  economy,  jobs,  inflation,  and  all  the  other  things. 

Louis,  I  want  to  urge  you  to  make  the  maximum  effort,  and  I  want  your 
literal  thousands  of  friends  here  in  New  Hampshire  to  join  in  supporting  me 
in  supporting  you.  Good  luck. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:15  p.m.  in  the  town  square. 
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Remarks  on  Greeting  Service  Award  Recipients  in  the  Foster 
Grandparent  Program.     September  12,  1975 

A  VERY  popular  song  tells  us  v^hat  the  world  needs  is  love,  sv^eet  love.  Off- 
hand, I  can't  think  of  any  other  Federal  program — and  w^e  have  quite  a  itw  of 
them,  as  you  all  knov^ — that  meets  this  any  better  than  the  Foster  Grand- 
parents program.  And  I  congratulate  all  of  you  for  being  a  very  vital  part  of  it. 

It  is  one  program  that  I  am  familiar  vv^ith  that  everybody  is  for  and,  as  far  as 
I  knov^,  no  one  is  against.  Again,  I  think  that  is  a  rarity,  and  I  congratulate  all 
of  you  for  being  a  very  vital  part  of  it. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  this  month  is  an  anniversary  month  of  the  Foster 
Grandparents  program.  In  its  first  year,  21  projects  w^ere  started.  By  1966,  some 
33  projects  w^ere  operating  in  27  States  v^ith  782  people  totally  dedicated,  like 
yourselves,  caring  for  their  grandchildren. 

Today,  I  am  proud  to  say  that  the  records  indicate  that  some  13,600  people  are 
actively  participating.  And  I  join  Wixh  all  of  the  others  in  our  society  who  feel 
this  has  been  a  superb  record. 

You  are  a  family,  you  are  a  friend,  and  more  importantly,  a  champion  for  the 
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children  that  you  have  adopted.  Their  Hves  are  richer  for  it,  and  needless  to  say, 
so  are  all  of  yours. 

I  wish  to  personally  congratulate  the  20  of  you  who  are  here.  You  are  among 
the  178  persons  to  have  served  the  full  10  years  since  the  Foster  Grandparents 
program  began.  I  know  how  you  react  to  being  senior  in  a  program  of  foster 
grandparents,  but  if  you  were,  I  would  be  very,  very  proud. 

You  are  demonstrating  and  have  demonstrated  that  you  older  Americans 
are  a  great,  great  natural  resource.  Your  love,  your  patience,  your  wisdom  are 
desperately  needed  by  the  children  who  have  become  a  very  vital  part  of  your 
own  lives. 

And  who  else  could  fill  that  role  as  well?  I  don't  think  there  is  anybody. 
After  all,  you  have  two  things  to  give  which  few  other  Americans  have  today- 
time  and  yourselves.  That  is  what  all  children  need  and  some  lack  tragically 
these  days. 

It  is  a  very  special  treat  for  me  to  join  all  of  you  here  and  to  tell  you  why.  A 
good  part  of  my  job  is  trying  to  bring  people  together,  trying  to  get  them  to 
agree,  trying  to  reconcile  differences  in  the  interests  of  the  Nation. 

Here  I  don't  have  to  bring  anybody  together,  for  you  are  together,  and  I 
congratulate  you  for  it.  You  are  united  in  one  thing — concern  for  the  children 
that  you  serve. 

It  is  my  very  special  pleasure  and  privilege  to  present  each  of  you  with  a  10- 
year  pin  and  a  special  award  in  the  form  of  a  plaque.  It  is  one  very  small  way 
that  we  can  reward  you  for  your  wonderful  effort,  your  total  dedication,  and 
the  spirit  in  which  you  have  participated. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:40  a.m.  in  the  State  Dining  Room  at  the  White  House. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  on  Arrival  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 
September  12,  1975 

[A  reporter  as\ed  the  President  if  he  was  wearing  a  bulletproof  vest.  The  President  re- 
sponded as  follows:] 

The  President.  The  security  precautions  that  are  taken,  it  seems  to  me  that 
that  is  something  that  should  not  be  disclosed. 

Reporter.  Do  you  have  any  reflections  a  week  after  that  incident  in  Sacra- 
mento ?  Did  you  think  about  it  ? 
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The  President.  First,  I  am  very  grateful  for  the  fine  action  taken  by  the 
Secret  Service,  that  I  v^as  not— I  really  have  not  had  time  to  think  about  it. 

Q.  Those  House  documents  ^ — hov^  serious  a  matter  is  that  ? 

The  President.  Which  ones  are  you  referring  to  ? 

Q.  The  ones  that  you  have  asked  the  House  to  obtain,  the  House  committee. 

The  President.  What  wc  did  there  v^as  to  give  these  documents  to  a  House 
committee  on  the  basis  that  they  vv^ould  abide  by  an  agreement  as  to  w^hat 
w^ould  be  released  and  w^hat  would  not.  Unfortunately,  the  committee  took 
action  that  did  not  coincide  vi^ith  the  agreement  that  we  had  with  the  com- 
mittee. And  as  long  as  we  feel  that  we  had  a  good  faith  agreement  and  it  was 
breached,  then  I  think  that  we  have  proper  action  in  requesting  a  return. 

Q.  Will  Governor  Reagan  be  acceptable  as  a  running  mate  ? 

The  President.  We  are  all  in  the  Republican  Party,  and  that  will  be  a  de- 
cision made  by  the  convention. 

Q.  One  question,  Mr.  President.  Your  policy  on  decontrol  of  oil  prices  has 
caused  much  concern  among  area  service  station  dealers,  and  in  fact,  they  are 
afraid  big  oil  is  going  to  run  them  out  of  business  and  are  going  to  picket  today. 

The  President.  Not  under  my  plan  would  that  happen.  We  have  requested 
the  Congress  that  if  there  was  decontrol,  that  the  Congress  pass  legislation 
which  protects  the  independent  dealer  as  we  have  requested  legislation  to  pro- 
tect the  small  independent  refiner. 

The  Congress  has  an  obligation  to  pass  such  legislation,  and  in  the  meantime, 
we  are  working  with  the  various  majors  to  have  them  in  good  faith  continue 
their  working  relationship  that  they  have  with  small  dealers,  and  I  think  they 
will. 

Reporter.  Thank  you,  sir. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:32  p.m.  at  Lambert  Field. 
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Interview  With  Reporters  in  St.  Louis. 
September  12,  1975 

Julius   Hunter    [KMOX-TV].   Welcome  to  "Newsmakers."   I   am   Julius 
Hunter. 
My  guest  today  is  the  most  consistent  and  most  recognized  newsmaker  in 

^  The  Select  Committee  on  Intelligence,  chaired  by  Representative  Otis  G.  Pike  of  New  York,  had  released 
a  report  entitled  "The  Performance  of  the  Intelligence  Community  Before  the  Arab-Israeli  War  of  October 
1973"  which  quoted  documents  supplied  by  the  White  House. 
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the  world.  President  Gerald  Ford  is  in  St.  Louis  to  attend  a  White  House  Con- 
ference on  Domestic  and  Economic  Affairs.  The  conference  is  billed  as  a  town 
meeting,  a  chance  for  the  President  and  the  members  of  his  Administration  to 
exchange  views  with  the  citizens  of  St.  Louis. 

Joining  me  in  the  questioning  of  Mr.  Ford  today  are  Richard  Dudman,  chief 
Washington  correspondent  of  the  St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch,  Jack  Flach,  political 
editor  of  the  St.  Louis  Globe-Democrat,  and  Bob  Hardy,  director  of  special 
events  for  KMOX  Radio. 

Mr.  President,  welcome  to  St.  Louis,  and  thank  you  for  making  this  your 
first  stop. 

THE  president's  SAFETY 

[1.]  Q.  Our  first  question  concerns  a  matter  of  major  concern  to  the  vast 
majority  of  Americans;  that  is,  your  personal  safety.  It  is  a  frightening  fact  that 
a  President  of  the  United  States  would  have  to  wear  a  bulletproof  vest,  and  we 
wonder  whether  this  is  going  to  become  standard  hardware,  standard  issue  from 
the  White  House  for  future  American  Presidents  and  yourself  ?  We  also  wonder 
whether  or  not  you  feel  that  in  the  interest  of  national  security,  world  security, 
you  should  modify  your  campaign  style  ? 

The  President.  Julius,  let  me  say  at  the  outset  I  don't  think  I  should  discuss 
whether  I  wear  or  don't  wear — or  whether  I  do  something  or  don't  do  some- 
thing that  involves  the  security. 

The  Secret  Service  makes  recommendations.  I  feel  an  obligation  to  follow 
their  recommendations.  But  to  identify,  Julius,  what  I  am  doing  or  why  I  am 
doing  it,  involving  security,  I  think  makes  security  that  much  more  difficult. 

As  to  my  desire  to  meet  people  when  I  come  to  either  St.  Louis  or  in  New 
Hampshire,  where  I  was  yesterday,  I  feel  it  is  important  for  the  American  people 
to  have  an  opportunity  to  see  firsthand,  close-up,  their  President. 

In  any  job,  you  know,  there  is  a  risk  of  some  kind.  I  feel  that  you  have  to  bal- 
ance or  weigh  the  risks  as  to  my  own  personal  security  against  what  is  a  very 
important  aspect  of  our  political  life  in  America. 

It  is  helpful  for  me  to  meet  with  the  people,  shake  hands  with  them,  get  their 
questions,  and  it  is  just  as  important  for  them  to  have  me  say  hello  or  to  answer 
their  questions. 

So,  as  I  put  the  alternatives  or  the  contending  arguments  on  the  scales,  it 
seems  to  me  that  what  is  good  for  the  country  overbalances  anything  else. 

Q.  We  can  see  that  your  vest  today,  that  we  can  see,  matches  your  suit  and  is 
quite  attractive. 

The  President.  Thank  you. 
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THE  president's  SCHEDULE 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  seem  to  be  doing  more  than  just  meeting  the 
American  people,  though.  You  are  actually  campaigning  at  a  breakneck  speed, 
with  the  election  still  14  months  away.  You  seem  to  be  campaigning  as  if  it  is 
going  to  happen  next  week.  Why  are  you  doing  that  ?  Are  you  afraid  of  Ronald 
Reagan  as  a  possible  rival  ?  I'd  like  to  ask  you,  also,  if  you  think  this  is  a  wise 
use  of  your  time  when  there  are  so  many  problems  of  government  bearing  on 
you? 

The  President.  I  will  answer  the  last  question  first.  I  work  a  minimum  of  12 
hours  a  day,  and  usually  it  is  14,  and  the  odd  times  that  I  take  out  to  come  to  St. 
Louis,  to  New  Hampshire,  do  not  in  any  way  whatsoever  interfere  with  the  con- 
ducting of  White  House  business  by  me  as  President. 

I  have  an  excellent  staff.  They  prepare  the  options  for  me  to  make  decisions.  I 
have  ample  time  to  read  and  to  study.  So,  when  I  come  to  St.  Louis,  or  Kansas 
City,  where  I  am  going,  or  New  Hampshire  yesterday,  it  in  no  way  whatsoever 
interferes  with  the  responsibilities  I  have,  which  are  the  highest,  of  being  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Now,  I  don't  consider  coming  to  St.  Louis  a  campaign  effort.  I  didn't  go  to 
New  Hampshire  yesterday  for  myself.  I  went  there  for  the  purpose  of  trying  to 
elect  a  Republican  candidate  for  the  United  States  Senate. 

Governor  Reagan  had  been  there  the  night  before.  That  was  not  for  me,  but 
for  him  or  for  our  party's  candidate.  So,  any  personal  campaigning  has  been 
minimal.  The  aim  and  objective  of  coming  here  is  to  appear  on  this  program, 
to  attend  a  White  House  Conference,  to  help  the  Republican  Party  in  Missouri 
and  Kansas  City.  I  don't  consider  it  a  personal  campaign  effort. 

RONALD  REAGAN 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  Dudman  also  asked  you  another  question,  and  that  is  regarding 
Mr.  Reagan  and  your  possible  fear  of  his  candidacy. 

The  President.  Julius,  I  like  competition  in  the  political  arena.  Governor 
Reagan  has  not  announced  as  a  candidate  yet.  He  has  indicated  either  personally 
or  through  one  of  this  representatives  that  he  may  sometime  in  November. 

Governor  Reagan  was  a  fine  Governor  of  the  State  of  California.  Until  he 
announces  his  candidacy,  I  am  assuming  that  I  am  the  only  Republican  candi- 
date, and  I  will  welcome  any  competition.  I  love  it. 

AMERICAN  GOVERNMENT 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  with  the  seeming  inability  of  governnient  to  solve 
the  Nation's  critical  problems— oil,  energy,  the  economy,  growing  Federal 
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spending — and  tiie  seeming  preoccupation  with  intelligence  probes  and  pay 
raises  and  recesses,  what  can  be  done  to  restore  confidence,  believabiUty,  and 
credibility  in  government? 

The  President.  There  are  a  number  of  things  that  I  think  can  be  helpful. 
There  isn't  any  one  thing  that  will  answer  the  perplexing  problem  that  you 
have  posed. 

I  happen  to  beUeve  that  a  President  traveling  around  the  country,  meeting 
people,  is  one  way.  The  alternative  for  a  President  is  to  sit  in  seclusion  in  the 
Oval  Office.  I  don't  think  that  adds  to  the  credibility  or  improves  or  enhances 
the  pubUc  impression  of  Washington. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  think  the  Congress,  which  is  an  integral  part  of  our 
Government,  one  of  the  three  major  branches,  has  an  opportunity  to  also  project 
itself  and  to  improve  its  credibiUty  by  the  work  that  it  does,  the  answers  that 
it  gives,  and  its  efforts  to  meet  firsthand  the  American  people. 

There  are  some  substantive  matters  that  have  to  be  solved  that  would  enhance 
the  credibihty  of  the  Government  as  such.  We  are  making  slow  progress  but, 
I  think,  constructive  progress,  out  of  the  recession.  Employment  has  gone  up 
by  about  1.5  milHon  in  the  last  5  months,  even  though  the  unemployment 
statistic  is  still  too  high. 

We  are  making  headway  in  meeting  the  challenge  of  inflation.  It  is  half  now 
what  it  was  a  year  ago.  It  is  not  good  enough.  We  are  going  to  have  to  do 
better.  But  as  we  move  forward  in  meeting  the  challenge  of  our  economy,  that 
will  enhance  our  Government's  credibility  with  214  million  people. 

Also,  energy  must  be  solved,  and  this  is  probably  the  most  frustrating  domestic 
problem  that  I  have  faced.  Having  submitted  a  plan,  a  comprehensive  program 
to  make  the  United  States  invulnerable  against  foreign  oil  cartels  in  January, 
I  hate  to  admit  it,  but  the  Congress  has  done  nothing  affirmative  either  on 
their  plan — if  they  have  one — or  on  my  plan,  which  I  submitted. 

I  think  the  American  people  are  frustrated  in  this  area,  and  our  credibility 
as  a  government  is  harmed.  I  still  think  we  can  do  something  here,  but  we  have 
to  achieve  this  improved  credibility  two  ways — by  people  in  Government  ap- 
pearing to  be  human  and  by  having  the  Government  do  things  affirmatively. 

Q.  Mr.  Flach. 

VICE  PRESIDENT  ROCKEFELLER 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  latest  poll  shows  that  Nelson  Rockefeller  is  not 
doing  too  well  in  the  form  of  popularity.  I  wonder  if  you'd  give  us  some 
thoughts  on  the  polls  and  how  much  faith  you  have  in  him  and  whether 
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Rockefeller  continues  to  go  this  way  that  he  won't  be  your  running  mate  the 
next  time  around  ? 

The  President.  Of  course,  you  recognize  the  final  decision  as  for  myself  as 
the  Republican  candidate  and  the  Vice-Presidential  candidate  will  be  made  by 
the  delegates  to  the  RepubHcan  Convention. 

I  am,  of  course,  interested  in  the  polls,  both  personally  as  well  as  concerning 
any  other  individual  for  President  or  Vice  President,  but  I  don't  think  that 
should  be  the  sole  criteria. 

I  beUeve  that  a  candidate  for  President  or  Vice  President  must  be  either  ap- 
proved or  disapproved  on  the  job  that  is  done.  If  a  President  does  a  good  job, 
even  though  the  immediate  public  opinion  polls  may  not  be  favorable,  I  think 
the  delegates  ought  to  approve  him,  and  the  same  for  Vice  President. 

Now,  in  the  case  of  Nelson  Rockefeller,  I  picked  him  because  he  had  done 
a  fine  job  in  New  York  State.  He  has  done  far  better  as  Vice  President  than  I 
could  possibly  have  expected.  He  is  a  hard  worker.  He  is  a  good  team  player. 
He  has  got  a  vast  amount  of  experience.  I  think  those  attributes  will  be  watched, 
and  the  delegates  will  respond  to  them  at  the  Republican  Convention.  So,  based 
on  performance  and  expectations,  I  would  assume  that  the  delegates  would 
probably  nominate  him. 

Q.  If  I  may  interpret,  as  we  so-called  political  experts  do,  that  sounds  sort  of 
like  an  endorsement  for  the  Vice  President. 

The  President.  Well,  I  certainly  have  to  endorse  the  job  he  has  done,  no 
question  about  it. 

BLACK  AMERICANS 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  your  speech  to  the  National  Baptist  Convention,^ 
you  promise  that  economic  and  social  equality  will  become  a  reality  for  black 
Americans.  That  is  a  rather  easy  surface  promise  to  make  to  a  group  that  repre- 
sents some  5.5  million  potential  votes.  How  do  you  plan  to  make  that  a  reality, 
your  promise  ? 

The  President.  In  the  first  place,  we  are  going  to  get  the  economy  as  a  whole 
out  of  the  recession,  and  we  are  on  our  way  now  to,  I  think,  a  substantially 
improved  economic  picture.  In  the  process  of  that,  the  black  American  will  also 
benefit,  as  all  other  Americans  will. 

If  we  look  back  on  the  last  5  years,  Julius,  we  find  that  more  blacks  have  gone 
to  college,  more  blacks  are  entering  better  paying  jobs.  We  are  doing  our  utmost 
to  improve  living  conditions  for  all  disadvantaged  people,  including  blacks. 


^  See  Item  553. 

1377 


[552]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  September  12 

We  are  seeking  to  enforce  very  vigorously  the  equal  employment  opportunity 
legislation.  I  appointed  a  friend  of  mine  from  Michigan,  Lowell  Perry,  -who 
you  may  or  may  not  know,  as  the  new  Chairman  of  that  very  important  [Equal 
Employment  Opportunity]  Commission,  and  they  are  going  to  do  a  good  job. 

So,  through  a  combination  of  circumstances,  the  general  improvement  plus 
specific  actions,  I  believe  that  blacks  as  a  whole,  particularly  those  in  the  lower 
end  of  the  spectrum  economically,  will  be  the  beneficiaries. 

EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI  AGREEMENT 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Fd  like  to  ask  you  a  question  about  the  Middle  East. 
The  United  States,  for  the  first  time,  is  becoming  direcdy  involved  there,  and 
quite  deeply,  with  the  prospect  of  stationing  technicians.  Don't  you  owe  it  to  the 
American  people  in  these  circumstances  to  make  public  every  American  com- 
mitment that  is  being  made  and  every  detail  of  the  deal  that  the  United  States 
has  helped  bring  about  between  Israel  and  Egypt  ? 

The  President.  We  have  submitted  all  of  the  official  documents  to  the  two 
committees  in  the  Congress— the  Senate  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  and 
the  House  Committee  on  International  Relations— and  Secretary  Kissinger  has 
testified  to  those  two  committees  and  the  two  Armed  Services  Committees. 

We  are  working  out  arrangements  to  give  the  documents  that  I  mentioned 
plus  the  content  of  any  other  communications  between  me  and  the  heads  of  state 
of  Egypt  on  the  one  hand  and  Israel  on  the  other. 

Now,  we  have  committed  to  give  the  content  of  those  documents  and  those 
communications,  but  I  do  not  think — it  has  never  been  done  in  the  past— that  a 
direct  communication  between  a  President  and  another  head  of  state  should  be 
made  public.  As  long  as  the  content  is  there,  the  commitment  is  there.  I  think 
that  is  adequate  assurance  to  the  American  people. 

I  would  add,  the  commitment  that  we  have  made  at  the  request  of  Egypt  on 
the  one  hand  and  Israel  on  the  other— they  made  them  to  us— authorizing  up  to 
200  U.S.  technicians,  nonmilitary,  in  a  U.N.  buffer  zone— all  of  the  details  con- 
cerning that  part  of  the  agreement  will  be  made  public. 

Q.  The  exact  words,  though,  won't  be  available.  The  sense  of  it  will  be  filtered 
through  selected  Congressmen  and  Senators.  Is  that  not  right  ? 

The  President.  Well,  the  exact  words  of  our  commitment  of  up  to  but  not 
more  than  200  American  technicians  will  be  made  public,  no  question  about 

that. 
Q.  I  understand  that,  but  things  like  the  level  of  aid  that  is  to  be  given  to 

Israel  and 
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The  President.  Well,  no,  no,  I  must  correct  the  record  there.  There  is  a 
negotiation  going  on  now  between  the  United  States  and  Israel  as  to  the  amount 
of  the  first  year's  aid,  economic  and  military. 

When  I  submit  the  budget  request  for  the  total  foreign  aid  program  on  a 
worldwide  basis,  I  will  submit  the  details  of  the  request  of  economic  and  military 
aid  for  Israel  just  as  I  will  do  it  in  the  case  of  Egypt.  But  that  will  all  come  as  a 
part  of  the  package  for  the  total  worldwide  foreign  aid  program. 

GRAIN  SALES  TO  THE  SOVIET  UNION 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  it  has  been  suggested  that  we  use  our  grain  for  Soviet 
oil  or  for  somebody's  oil.  You  currently  have  someone  working  on  that  in  the 
Soviet  Union  now,  we  are  told.  What  kind  of  a  deal  do  you  see,  sir  ? 

The  President.  We  have  a  high  level  group  of  negotiators  under  Assistant 
(Under)  Secretary  of  State  Robinson  in  Moscow  now  negotiating  for  a  long- 
term  purchase  agreement  by  the  Soviet  Union  up  to,  say,  5  years  for  American 
grain  and  other  agricultural  products.  We  feel  that  a  long-term  agreement  with 
minimums  and  maximums  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  farmer  and  the  country, 
as  well  as  our  relations  with  the  Soviet  Union. 

Now,  there  are  some  very  preliminary  discussions  going  on  concerning  grain 
and  oil,  but  they  have  not  gone  beyond  very  preliminary  discussions. 

Q.  Have  you  reached  some  level  of  amounts  when  you  talk  in  terms  of  oil  ? 
Have  you  set  a  figure  or  a  number  of  barrel  amount  ? 

The  President.  We  have  no  specifics,  because  these  are  preliminary  discus- 
sions. The  Soviet  Union,  we  understand,  does  have  a  surplus  of  oil.  We  have  a 
surplus  of  grain.  So,  at  least  we  ought,  in  a  very  preliminary  way,  just  discuss 
any  alternatives,  but  we  have  not  gone  beyond  that. 

Q.  Has  any  kind  of  barter  arrangement — if  the  Soviet  Union  cannot  supply 
the  oil  in  exchange  for  grain,  are  you  hoping  that  they  will  exert  their  influence 
over  the  Arabs  who  listen  to  them  ? 

The  President.  I  think  there  is  a  better  way  to  exercise  our  influence  with  the 
Arab  nations,  and  that  is  through  the  International  Energy  Agency,  which  was 
set  up  or  promoted  primarily  by  the  United  States  about  a  year  ago,  where  the 
basic  industrial  consuming  nations  have  joined  together  to  meet  with  the  pro- 
ducing nations,  OPEC,  for  example. 

We  are  negotiating  direcdy  with  them.  I  think  that  has  more  potential  than 
relying  on  the  Soviet  Union  to  help  us  with  the  Arab  nations. 

Our  relations  with  the  Arab  nations  are  good.  I  don't  think  we  have  to  go 

1379 


[552]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  September  12 

through  the  Soviet  Union  in  this  case  or  any  other  case,  as  far  as  deaUng  with 
Arab  nations. 

THE  UNITED  NATIONS 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  if  Israel  is  expelled  from  the  United  Nations,  would 
the  XJnited  States  wididraw,  and  can  you  foresee  any  circumstances  that  might 
prompt  the  U.S.  to  withdraw  from  the  U.N.  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  expect  the  United  Nations  to  kick  Israel  out,  and  of 
course,  the  United  States  would  vigorously  protest  and  vote  against  any  such 
eflfort  on  the  part  of  any  nation  or  nations.  We  believe  that  the  prospects  for  that 
happening  have  subsided  considerably,  particularly  since  the  agreement  between 
Egypt  on  the  one  hand  and  Israel  on  the  other. 

If  we  can  continue  to  have  momentum  in  the  Middle  East— which  I  think  will 
continue— the  prospects  of  Arab  nations  and  other  nonaligned  nations  trying  to 
kick  Israel  out  becomes  less  and  less. 

In  other  words,  the  position  of  Israel  in  the  United  Nations  becomes  stronger 
as  we  keep  momentum  going  for  a  solution,  a  long-term  solution,  to  the  prob- 
lems in  the  Middle  East. 

To  answer  your  last  question,  I  foresee  no  circumstances  where  the  United 
States  would  leave  the  United  Nations.  I  think  it  would  be  a  mistake.  It  is  good 
for  us  to  be  a  part  of  that  forum,  to  have  an  influence 

Q.  You  know  we  have  had  problems  there  in  the  past. 

The  President.  We  have  problems  in  other  forums  as  well.  I  have  always 
found  the  best  way  to  win  a  game  is  to  play  it,  not  to  sit  on  the  sidelines.  And 
the  United  States  ought  to  be  in  the  game  in  the  United  Nations  to  protect  our 
interests.  It  is  a  lot  better  inside  than  sitting  out  doing  nothing. 

Q.  Would  it  be  in  the  interests  of  the  United  States  to  try  to  arrive  at  a  formula 
sometime  so  that  North  and  South  Vietnam  could  enter  the  United  Nations  ? 
They  were  vetoed  this  time  because  of  the  connection  with  Korea.  But  isn't  it 
true  that  the  United  States  continues  to  have  a  great  interest  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  and  isn't  there  a  danger  that  relations  with  North  and  South  Vietnam 
can  get  into  a  deep  freeze  the  way  China  and  Cuba  did  for  so  many  years,  to 
nobody's  advantage? 

The  President.  We  believe  in  the  universality  of  the  United  Nations.  We 
feel  that  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the  world  as  a  whole  to  have  all  nations  that  want 
to  become  a  part  of  the  United  Nations  be  members,  but  the  effort  of  North 
and  South  Vietnam  to  get  in  was  predicated  on  their  coming  in  alone. 

We  felt  if  North  and  South  Vietnam  were  to  be  a  part  of  the  United  Nations, 
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South  Korea,  that  has  had  its  apphcation  in  to  be  a  member  for  a  good  many 
years,  also  ought  to  be  included.  You  can't  be  selective  on  who  or  what  nation 
should  be  a  part  of  the  United  Nations. 

I  presume,  based  on  our  overall  interest  in  matters  involving  Southeast  Asia, 
that  it  is  conceivable  under  certain  circumstances  that  our  relations  with  North 
and  South  Vietnam  will  improve,  but  a  lot  has  to  happen. 

For  example.  North  Vietnam  continues  to  refuse  to  give  us  information  con- 
cerning the  MIA's,  and  they  try  to  bribe  us  by  saying,  "We  will  give  you  in- 
formation about  MIA's  if  you  will  let  us  in  the  United  Nations." 

Well,  North  Vietnam  agreed  in  January  of  1973  to  give  us  information,  to 
give  us  access  to  North  Vietnam  to  find  the  MIA's,  and  they  have  not  lived  up 
to  it.  So,  how  can  we  trust  them  ?  They  have  got  a  lot  of  things  to  do  before 
we  are  going  to  be  very  receptive  to  their  participation. 

SCHOOL   BUSING 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  busing  is  a  subject  and  a  practice  that  is  distasteful 
to  a  large  segment  of  the  American  population,  both  black  and  white.  If  it  is 
such  a  distasteful  and  wasteful  process,  why  bus  ?  And  is  there  any  alternative 
that  you  see? 

The  President.  I  think  we  have  to  decide  in  the  first  place  what  we  are  really 
trying  to  do  by  busing  before  you  discuss  whether  it  is  good  or  bad.  All  of  us — 
white,  black,  every  American,  in  my  opinion — wants  quality  education. 

Now,  the  Court  decided  in  1954  that  separate  but  equal  schools  were  uncon- 
stitutional, and  the  courts  have  decided  that  busing  is  one  way  to  try  and 
desegregate  on  the  one  hand  and  perhaps  improve  education  on  the  other. 

Many  of  those  decisions  have  raised  great  problems  in  many,  many  localities — 
Louisville  and  Boston  being  the  most  prominent  at  the  present  time. 

Discussing  those  two  communities,  let  me  very  strongly  emphasize  the  Court 
has  decided  something.  That  is  the  law  of  the  land.  As  far  as  my  Administra- 
tion is  concerned,  the  law  of  the  land  will  be  upheld,  and  we  are  upholding  it. 

But  then  I  think  I  have  the  right  to  give  what  I  think  is  a  better  answer  to 
the  achievement  of  quality  education,  which  is  what  we  all  seek.  And  there  is 
always  more  than  one  answer.  I  think  that  quality  education  can  be  enhanced 
by  better  school  facilities,  lower  pupil-teacher  ratios,  the  improvement  of  the 
neighborhood,  as  such.  Those  are  better  answers,  in  my  judgment,  than  busing 
under  a  court  order. 

Quality  education  can  be  achieved  by  more  than  one  method.  I  was  reading 
in  the  Washington  Post  this  morning  a  column  by  one  of  the  outstanding  black 
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columnists,  Mr.  Raspberry.  And  Mr.  Raspberry  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
court-ordered  forced  busing  is  not  the  way  to  achieve  quality  education  for 
blacks  or  whites  in  a  major  metropolitan  area.  That  is  a  very  significant  decision 
by  Mr.  Raspberry,  who  I  think  Mr.  Dudman,  for  example,  highly  respects. 

Q.  I  certainly  do.  In  Boston  and  Louisville,  where  the  court  has  ordered 
busing,  how  well  do  you  think  the  people  of  those  two  cities  have  conducted 
themselves  in  bringing  about  court-ordered  exchanges  of  black  and  white 
students  ? 

The  President.  There  has  been  some  disorders  there  over  the  last  year  or  more. 

Q.  I  am  thinking  about  this  fall.  There  have  been  Federal  agents  there,  of 
course,  to  try  to  maintain  order.  Are  you  reasonably  well  satisfied  with  the  way 
things  have  happened  or  not? 

The  President.  So  far  there  has  been  a  minimum  of  local  disorder.  I  hope 
that  that  attitude  can  prevail  in  the  months  ahead  as  the  police  involvement 
and  the  Federal  marshal  involvement  becomes  less  and  less.  I  am  always  an 
optimist,  even  though  I  disagree  with  the  method  by  which  they  are  trying  to 
achieve  quality  education. 

Q.  Well,  are  you  counseling  the  people  of  those  two  cities  to  cooperate  with 
the  courts,  or  are  you  encouraging  them  to  maintain  their  strong  feelings  in 
some  cases  that  this  is  an  improper  solution  ? 

The  President.  Last  year  I  did  a  televised  tape  urging  the  people  of  Boston 
to  cooperate  with  the  court  and  to  maintain  law  and  order.^  I  did  that  then, 
and  I  have  counseled  everybody  that  I  talked  with  in  Boston  to  encourage  their 
fellow  Bostonians  to  obey  the  law  and  follow  the  court's  action. 

Q.  We  have  time  for  one  short  question  and  one  short  answer. 

1976  PRESIDENTIAL  CAMPAIGN 

[IL]  Q.  Mr.  President,  assuming  your  nomination,  will  you  agree  to  broad- 
cast debates  with  the  nominee  of  the  other  party  ? 

The  President.  Well,  that  gets  into  some  problems  involving  the  current 
law.  I  am  not  sure  that  a  pubHc  debate  on  television  is  the  best  way  for  the 
pubHc  to  analyze  a  candidate.  I  don't  rule  it  out,  but  I  won't  make  any  firm 
commitment  at  this  time. 

Q.  What  about  a  public  debate  on  radio? 

The  President.  Well,  I  think  it  is  a  possibility,  but  I  would  not  want  to  make 
a  firm  commitment  at  this  time. 


^  See  1974  volume,  Item  142. 
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MRS.  FORD 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  a  cartoon  in  the  newspaper  recently  mentioned  that 
your  wife's  comments  on  the  CBS  program  "Face  the  Nation"  ["60  Minutes"] 
would  only  hurt  your  campaign  if  she  ran  against  you.  {Laughter']  How  do 
you  feel  about  that  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  am  very  proud  of  her,  and  we  have  had  a  wonderful 
marriage.  We  have  in  our  family  the  right  of  Betty,  as  well  as  the  children, 
to  speak  their  minds.  I  think  she  was  misunderstood  to  some  extent,  but  I  repeat, 
I  am  proud  of  her  and  we  have  had  a  very  happy  marriage. 

Q.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  President,  for  being  with  us  today  in  St.  Louis. 

Welcome,  again. 

The  President.  Thank  you. 

note:  The  interview  began  at  1:04  p.m.  in  the  studios  of  KMOX-TV  at  the  Gateway  Tower  Building.  It 
was  taped  for  broadcast  that  evening. 
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Remarks  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  National  Baptist 
Convention  in  St.  Louis.     September  12,  1973 

Than\  you,  Dr.  Jac\son.  Dr.  Burson,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentle- 
men: 

At  the  outset,  let  me  congratulate  Dr.  Jackson  on  his  birthday  yesterday  and 
the  fact  that  he  was  reelected  president  for  the  22d  time.  I  have  got  a  long  way 
to  go.  Doctor.  \Laughter'\ 

It  is  a  very  great  privilege  and  pleasure  for  me  to  be  here  today  before  one  of 
the  strongest  and  most  important  institutions  in  our  society — the  church. 

As  you  know,  it  was  freedom — ^religious  freedom — that  inspired  many  of  our 
early  settlers  to  come  to  these  faraway  shores  to  found  our  Nation.  All  of  us 
can  be  very  proud,  despite  the  imperfections  of  our  country,  that  we  have  never 
reversed  the  goals  of  our  Founding  Fathers.  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  was  able 
to  stand  before  this  Nation  and  this  world,  despite  our  country's  travail,  and 
still  say,  "I  have  a  dream." 

The  dream  of  blacks  in  America  actually  began  long  before  our  Declaration 
of  Independence.  History  tells  us  that  blacks  were  American  pilgrims  as  well 
as  pioneers.  As  many  as  20  blacks  came  ashore  at  Jamestown  in  1619,  just  12 
years  after  the  first  settlers  arrived. 

In  Boston  today,  the  Crispus  Attucks  monument  stands  proudly  as  a  tribute 
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to  a  black  man  who  died  leading  a  protest  against  the  British  6  years  before  our 
Declaration  of  Independence. 

As  early  as  1770,  your  Baptist  faith  began  to  take  a  foothold  in  America.  At 
that  time  blacks  were  organizing  Baptist  state  conventions  in  our  various 
colonies. 

Through  the  years,  religion  has  always  been  a  very  important  force  in 
American  life.  It  has  been  one  of  the  pillars  of  black  communities,  as  witness 
to  your  faith  in  God  and  all  that  is  right. 

As  we  look  back  on  some  of  the  shortcomings  of  America,  slavery  leaves  a 
sad  and  sorry  chapter  in  our  history.  But  a  powerful  belief  in  God  enabled 
many  blacks  to  endure  those  dark  and  dreary  and  sad  days. 

As  we  begin  to  celebrate  the  Bicentennial  of  our  Nation,  we  have  another 
historic  triumph  to  celebrate — our  victory  over  tragic  injustice — where  all  of 
God's  people  walk  free  in  a  land  of  a  new  day. 

Equality,  in  the  true  spirit  of  our  Founding  Fathers,  is  not  yet  a  full  reality 
for  all  Americans.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that.  Minorities  and  women  still  do  not 
participate  equally  in  employment.  They  do  not  share  many  economic,  social, 
and  other  resources  of  our  Nation.  Yet  the  struggle  goes  on.  And  it  must  con- 
tinue until  the  vision  of  our  Founding  Fathers  and  the  dream  of  Martin  Luther 
King,  Jr.,  Dr.  Jackson,  and  others  have  become  a  reality. 

Who  will  ever  forget  Dr.  George  Washington  Carver  and  his  experiments 
with  the  peanut  and  sweet  potato,  which  were  the  basis  for  more  than  400 
different  products?  Or  Lewis  Latimer,  the  son  of  a  runaway  slave,  who  in- 
vented the  first  incandescent  electric  light  bulb  with  a  carbon  filament  and 
who  also  helped  Alexander  Graham  Bell  develop  the  telephone  ?  Or  Dr.  Charles 
Drew,  who  developed  the  apparatus  for  preserving  blood  plasma  ? 

In  the  field  of  politics,  progress  has  been  slow,  but  today  there  are  more  than 
3,500  black  elected  officials  in  the  United  States,  including  135  mayors.  And  those 
numbers  are  increasing  every  year.  There  will  be  more  and  more  and  more. 
And  of  course,  there  will  be  solid,  splendid  national  leaders  like  Senator  Ed 
Brooke  and  others  in  the  Congress,  providing  the  dedicated  leadership  that  our 
country  needs  now  and  in  the  future. 

History  has  not  recorded  accurately  the  countless  contributions  made  by 
blacks  to  America.  Yet  times  are  changing  as  we  begin  our  Bicentennial  cele- 
bration. As  President,  I  wish  to  help  bring  about  this  change  by  recalling  some 
vitally  important  black  contributions  to  our  history. 

The  right  to  vote  is  the  cornerstone  of  our  democracy.  I  was  proud  to  have 
been  in  the  forefront  of  the  battle  to  pass  the  Voting  Rights  Act  of  1965  and  to 


1384 


September  12  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1975  [553] 

extend  and  broaden  that  landmark  legislation  by  signing  the  new  measure  only 
last  month.  It  represents  my  faith  in  the  desire  of  blacks  and  other  minority 
citizens  to  strengthen  our  political  system  for  the  good  of  all  Americans. 

The  contributions  of  blacks  cross  all  walks  of  American  life,  including  the 
tragedy  of  war.  In  our  historic  battles  around  the  world,  the  blood  of  the  black 
soldier,  sailor,  airman,  or  marine  has  run  just  as  freely  as  that  of  other  Americans 
defending  our  beloved  country.  It  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  American  music, 
art,  culture,  science,  and  medicine — almost  anything  that  is  considered  Amer- 
ican— without  acknowledging  the  great  contribution  of  blacks  in  our  society. 

Many  of  us  remember  these  names,  but  it  is  still  well  to  pay  them  formal 
tribute  here  as  we  speak  of  our  Nation's  history  and  the  American  Bicentennial: 
Phillis  Wheatley,  one  of  America's  first  great  black  writers;  Lemuel  Haynes, 
a  minister  who  served  at  Lexington;  Peter  Salem  and  Salem  Poor,  who  were 
singled  out  for  gallantry  at  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill;  Booker  T.  Washington, 
the  distinguished  scholar;  Frederick  Douglass,  the  magnetic  orator;  Harriet 
Tubman,  the  underground  railroad  conductor;  Daniel  Hale  Williams  for  his 
pioneering  work  in  open  heart  surgery;  A.  Philip  Randolph  and  his  efforts  for 
the  worker;  Walter  White  and  Roy  Wilkins  of  the  NAACP;  Whitney  Young, 
Jr.,  of  the  National  Urban  League;  poet  Paul  Laurence  Dunbar;  the  Reverend 
Leon  Sullivan  in  job  training;  and  General  Chappie  James  in  the  United  States 
Air  Force;  in  music,  contralto  Marian  Anderson,  Duke  Ellington,  Louis  Arm- 
strong, and  many,  many  others;  in  sports,  Jesse  Owens,  Joe  Louis,  Muhammad 
Ali,  Jackie  Robinson,  Henry  Aaron,  and  of  course,  the  incredible  Lou  Brock 
and  Bob  Gibson;  and  I  should  add  a  personal  friend  of  mine,  Sammy  Davis,  Jr. 

These  men  and  women  gave,  and  still  give,  pride  and  dignity  to  our  people 
and  honor  to  our  Nation.  Many  of  their  names  have  virtually  become  institu- 
tions in  our  country.  It  is  evident  that  the  church  has  been  a  major  influence  in 
black  accomplishments. 

When  we  think  of  freedom,  including  freedom  of  religion,  the  National 
Baptist  Convention  stands  as  a  monument  and  a  testament  to  the  strength  of 
spiritual  conviction  and  commitment.  With  more  than  6  million  members,  the 
National  Baptist  Convention  gives  testimony  to  the  individual  integrity  and 
dignity  of  the  black  American. 

I  would  be  negligent  if  I  did  not  pay  tribute  in  the  very  highest  sense  to  the 
untiring,  unselfish  work  of  Dr.  Jackson,  your  spiritual  leader  for  more  than 
two  decades. 

Many  of  the  traditional  black  colleges  were  founded  by  the  church.  The  first 
black  Senator,  Hiram  Revels,  was  a  minister.  Prince  Hall  Masons,  one  of  the 
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oldest  black  fraternal  groups,  traces  its  origin  back  to  1787.  As  many  of  you 
know.  Prince  Hall  was  a  minister. 

In  our  own  times.  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Dr.  Jackson,  and  other  clergymen 
led  the  civil  rights  movement  inspired  by  the  teachings  of  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

The  black  church  saw  the  need  to  concentrate  early  on  education.  Let  me 
add  that  the  issue  in  1837,  when  Cheyney  State  College  was  founded  in  Penn- 
sylvania as  the  first  black  institution  of  higher  learning,  was  quality  educa- 
tion. The  need  today  is  still  quality  education.  I  assure  you  here  today  that  I  stand 
for  quality  education  for  every  American.  Not  one  single  child  in  this  country 
is  excluded.  With  reason,  with  calm,  with  sincerity  and  some  prayers  from  all 
of  us,  we  will  master  these  trials  and  tribulations  and  become  a  greater  nation 
because  of  them. 

The  need  for  strong  church  leadership  is  just  as  great  today  as  it  was  200 
years  ago  or  a  century  ago.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  firmly  believe  there  should  be 
more  church  leadership  in  this  country.  We  see  enough  of  material  power. 

What  the  American  people  need  to  know  and  feel  more  often  is  the  spiritual 
power  of  the  church,  school,  and  family  in  our  lives.  As  I  look  out  at  all  of  you 
at  this  great  convention,  I  see  a  giant  family.  All  of  us  are  brothers  and  sisters. 
This  is  a  magnificent  concept,  because  the  family  is  the  world's  basic  social, 
economic,  and  political  unit.  I  believe  we  determine  the  course  of  our  lives,  for 
the  most  part,  in  the  family  home.  It  is  the  home  which  teaches  basic  princi- 
ples— the  imperishable  qualities  of  truth,  integrity,  unselfishness,  and  most 
importantly,  love. 

Society  has  undergone  vast  changes  in  the  past  generation,  and  new  ideas 
are  constantly  influencing  our  lives.  New  materialism,  the  pressures  of  modern 
Ufe,  new  attitudes,  social  values,  crime  in  our  inner  cities — all  of  these  greatly 
affect  the  everyday  life  of  the  family.  All  of  us  have  the  responsibiUty  to  stand 
and  support  the  standards  we  believe  in.  As  religious  people,  stand  up  for  your 
faith.  I  stand  with  you.  We  believe  in  the  same  God. 

Wherever  I  go,  people  are  kind  and  say  to  me:  "We  are  praying  for  you.  You 
are  in  our  prayers."  This  has  been  a  tremendous  source  of  inner  strength  and 
peace  for  me.  It  inspires  me  to  pray  harder  when  I  get  on  my  own  knees  for 
God's  guidance,  and  it  reminds  me  that  I  do  not  act  alone,  but  for  and  with  you 
and  all  our  fellow  citizens. 

For  life  to  be  constructive,  to  build  a  greater,  finer  nation,  we  must  appeal 
to  higher  motives  than  fear,  higher  beUefs  than  a  passing  fancy  or  fad,  higher 
aspirations  than  the  law.  We  must  appeal  to  the  highest  motive  and  aspiration 
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of  all — the  concept  of  our  spiritual  destiny.  The  world's  and  this  Nation's  great- 
est problems  can  be  solved  only  by  sincere  changes  of  the  will  and  human  heart. 

The  future  of  America  is  not  so  much  based  on  how  much  energy  and  steel 
we  can  produce — although  these  are,  of  course,  vital  to  our  existence — ^but  the 
future  of  America  is  based  on  the  rights  and  responsibilities  that  we  as  indi- 
vidual citizens  are  willing  to  commit  to  others  and  accept  ourselves. 

We  speak  of  the  common  man  and  woman  in  America.  This  is  a  great  and 
noble  thought,  for  it  conveys  the  dignity  of  the  individual  citizen.  But  I  offer  you 
here  today  a  greater  and  nobler  goal  for  which  to  strive:  the  communion  of 
Americans,  the  coming  together  to  face  a  common  destiny  as  one  people,  one 
nation  dedicated  not  only  to  the  preservation  but  to  the  extension  of  that  unity. 

The  American  experience  has  been  that  competition  in  all  walks  of  our  na- 
tional life  strengthens  our  country.  As  a  people,  we  believe  in  competition. 
Today,  as  never  before,  blacks  are  competing  in  our  society,  and  America  is 
better  for  it.  This  is  the  American  dream  fulfilled. 

Many  of  our  problems  of  modern  living  cannot  be  dealt  with  through  legis- 
lation, through  government  money.  They  can  only  be  solved  within  the  home, 
within  the  community,  and  within  the  private  enterprise  system  where  compe- 
tition is  so  important.  That  is  where  each  of  you  comes  in,  for  you  represent  the 
vast  majority  of  blacks  in  this  country  who  support  your  family,  educate  your 
children,  pay  your  taxes,  cast  your  votes,  and  support  your  church. 

Those  of  you  here  are  teaching  all  of  us  in  America  a  very  great  lesson;  that  is, 
the  problems  of  human  rights  are  not  so  much  burdens  to  carry  as  they  are 
avenues  to  achievement.  The  end  of  the  journey  is  not  so  important  as  the  fact 
that  we  are  on  the  right  road. 

Every  citizen  has  a  right  to  the  means  necessary  for  the  development  of  his 
material  and  spiritual  life.  That  same  citizen — every  citizen — ^has  the  responsi- 
bility to  promote  the  good  of  society  as  a  member  of  it.  All  Americans — I 
repeat,  all  Americans — must  be  free,  and  those  who  enjoy  freedom  must  give 
freedom  to  others. 

No  declaration  of  human  rights  has  ever  surpassed  the  Golden  Rule.  It  is 
our  job,  yours  and  mine,  to  live  the  Golden  Rule  and  thus  fortify  the  declara- 
tion of  human  rights. 

The  world  has  many  roads  to  accomplishment.  Most  of  them  are  neither  high 
nor  low.  They  are  middle  roads.  I  believe  the  middle  road,  avoiding  the  ex- 
tremes, is  America's  surest  path  to  continued  achievement. 

Let  us,  therefore,  go  forward  together  to  build  a  new  and  better  America. 
Let  us  not  look  back,  because  we  cannot  change  the  old.  Instead,  let  us  look  to 
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the  future  and  change  the  new  for  the  better.  It  is  in  our  hearts  to  forgive  wrong. 
It  is  in  our  hands  to  reshape  those  wrongs  into  right.  Let  us  together  accept  the 
spiritual,  moral,  social,  and  economic  challenges  of  America's  third  century. 

Together,  we  will  fulfill  the  heritage  of  those  who  came  before  us.  Together, 
we  will  open  up  new  horizons  for  millions  of  Americans  not  yet  born.  To- 
gether, we  will  serve  one  another,  our  country,  and  our  fellow  men  and  women. 
Together,  we  will  fulfill  our  common  national  future. 

God  bless  you  and  thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:   The  President  spoke   at   1:55   p.m.   at  the       Dr.  O.  B.  J.  Burson,  director,  both  of  the  National 
Henry  W.  Kiel  Auditorium.  In  his  opening  remarks,       Baptist  Convention, 
he  referred  to  Dr.  Joseph  H.  Jackson,  president,  and 
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Remarks  and  a  Question-and-Answer  Session  at  the 
White  House  Conference  on  Domestic  and  Economic 
Affairs  in  St.  Louis.     September  12,  1975 

Than\  you  very  much,  Kit,  Lieutenant  Governor  Phelps,  Congressman  Taylor, 
members  of  the  Cabinet,  the  Administration,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

It  is  really  a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  to  be  here  in  St.  Louis,  the  "Cross- 
roads of  America,"  and  this  very  attractive  Riverfront  Towers.  I  have  been  in 
St.  Louis  a  good  many  times  in  the  past,  and  it  really  is  a  change.  I  can  recall 
rather  vividly  when  big  events  in  St.  Louis  were  held  at  the  Spanish  Pavilion. 
[Laughter'] 

I  do  want  to  thank  Secretary  Mathews  and  his  alma  mater.^  I  expected  to 
come  to  Missouri  and  have  to  give  some  odds  to  Kit  on  the  forthcoming  game 
between  Michigan  and  Missouri.  I  think  the  situation  is  reversed.  {Laughter] 
And  we  will  have  some  negotiating  to  do  later  on,  but  my  bargaining  position 
is  infinitely  better. 

Let  me  thank  you  all  for  being  here.  I  had  some  prepared  remarks  which  I 
have  thrown  away.  I  just  want  to  get  to  the  questions  and  the  answers. 

Energy  and  Economic  Programs 

[L]  These  White  House  Conferences  which  have  been  held  in  a  number  of 
major  communities  throughout  the  United  States  are  aimed  at  the  fine  people 

^On  the  previous  weekend,  the  University  of  Alabama  v^^on  a  football  game  against  the  University  of 
Missouri.  Secretary  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  David  Mathews  was  an  alumnus  and  former  presi- 
dent of  the  University  of  Alabama. 
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that  are  leaders  in  the  Administration  talking  to  you,  but  more  importantly, 
Ustening  and  learning  from  you.  We  think  this  is  the  best  way  to  estabHsh  com- 
munication between  people  throughout  the  United  States  and  the  people  who 
have  some  decisionmaking  responsibilities  in  the  Federal  Government. 

I  have  been  President  now  about  13  months,  and  we  have  had  our  share  of 
problems.  We  have  made  headway  in  most  of  them;  we  admittedly  haven't 
solved  all. 

Some  of  the  most  difficult  problems  involve  the  economy  and  energy.  In  the 
area  of  the  economy,  it  is  my  judgment  that  we  have  moved  out  of  the  bottom 
and  are  starting  upward.  There  are  some  very  encouraging  signs.  In  the  last 
4  or  5  months,  about  1,500,000  more  people  are  gainfully  employed,  even  though 
the  unemployment  rate  is  far  too  high. 

In  the  area  of  retail  sales,  industrial  production,  and  other  signijficant  signs 
in  the  area  of  the  economy,  there  is  encouragement,  but  we  are  not  going  to 
rest  in  this  area  until  everybody  who  wants  a  job  and  seeks  a  job  gets  a  job.  That 
is  our  definition  of  how  we  should  handle  the  unemployment  problem. 

Number  two,  in  the  area  of  energy,  we  will  not  be  satisfied  until  the  Congress 
enacts  either  my  program,  which  I  think  is  the  best  solution,  or  their  program, 
which  I  haven't  seen  yet — [laughter] — and  until  some  program  is  enacted  that 
gets  the  United  States  free  of  the  vulnerability  of  actions  against  our  interests 
by  foreign  oil  cartels. 

So,  with  those  basic  observations  and  comments,  I  will  be  glad  to  turn  to 
the  questioning,  and  as  I  understand  it,  the  first  is  Mr.  Barksdale. 

Questions 

foreign  agricultural  sales 

[2.]  Q.  Yes,  sir,  Mr.  President,  I  am  Clarence  Barksdale,  and  I  am  president 
of  the  St.  Louis  Regional  Growth  Association.  St.  Louis,  as  you  know,  is  in  the 
heart  of  the  breadbasket  of  the  world,  and  consequently,  we  are  concerned  with 
the  international  commerce  as  far  as  agricultural  products  are  concerned.  Ac- 
cordingly, is  there  any  consideration  being  given  by  your  Administration  about 
using  our  agricultural  production  and  pricing  as  a  leverage  in  the  international 
marketplace,  such  as  has  been  done  by  us,  by  the  OPEC  cartels  ? 

The  President.  Let  me  emphasize  that  I  consider  the  sale  of  our  agricultural 
products  overseas  vitally  important.  Last  year  we  sold  $23  billion  worth,  as  I 
recollect.  We  bought  about  $10  biUion  worth  of  foreign  agricultural  products 
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so  that  the  net  gain  to  the  United  States  in  foreign  trade  was  roughly  $12  to  $13 
biUion.  That  was  significant,  vital  in  our  trade  relationships  around  the  world. 

I  beHeve  that  we  can  use  food  in  a  variety  of  ways:  one,  for  humanitarian 
purposes,  for  those  less  well  off  than  ourselves,  but  in  addition,  for  a  wide^^ariety 
of  other  reasons,  including  foreign  policy  objectives. 

At  the  present  time,  we  have  a  top  negotiating  team  in  Moscow,  for  example, 
negotiating  for  a  long-term  sales  contract  with  the  Soviet  Union  so  that  if  and 
when  they  buy,  they  buy  under  the  terms  of  an  agreement,  not  on  sudden 
stopping  and  starting,  as  they  have  in  the  past,  with  1972  buying  a  lot  and  several 
other  years  buying  very  little. 

We  think  it  is  in  the  best  interest  of  agriculture  for  us  to  have  long-term  con- 
tracts or  agreements  with  the  Soviet  Union,  as  we  do  with  Japan,  as  we  do  with 
other  countries.  We  think  this  great  resource  produced  by  less  than  6  percent  of 
the  American  people,  those  that  live  on  the  farm,  can  be  used  in  a  wide  variety 
of  ways.  And  we  are  going  to  do  it  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  214  milHon 
Americans. 

Thank  you. 

Mr.  Douthit. 

EDUCATION 

[3.]  Q.  Yes,  Mr.  President.  I  am  Bill  Douthit,  the  executive  director  of  the 
Urban  League  of  St.  Louis.  Mr.  President,  your  posture  in  the  pubUc  press  has 
appeared  to  be  that  of  being  opposed  to  busing.  Now,  some  well-intentioned 
whites  are  opposed  to  busing,  as  well  as  some  blacks,  but,  Mr.  President,  my 
question  is,  how  do  we  achieve  quality  education  without  isolating  large  seg- 
ments of  our  population  from  each  other  ? 

The  President.  I  am  glad  that  you  put  the  emphasis  where  I  think  it  be- 
longs— namely,  quality  education.  Quality  education  under  the  method  utilized 
by  the  courts  is  aimed  at  forced  school  busing.  That,  of  course,  came  out  of  the 
1954  Supreme  Court  decision. 

I  firmly  say  without  any  hesitation  or  quahfication  that  if  the  court  says  some- 
thing has  to  be  done,  it  will  be  done,  as  far  as  this  Administration  is  concerned. 
No  question  about  that.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  my  judgment  that  there  is  a 
better  way  of  achieving  quality  education  for  all  schoolchildren  than  by  the 
court  method. 

It  is  most  interesting.  A  very  able  black  newspaper  columnist  by  the  name  of 
WiUiam  Raspberry,  in  the  Washington  Post  this  morning,  said  that  court- 
ordered,  forced  busing  was  not  achieving  quality  education.  I  wholeheartedly 
agree  with  him. 
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Now,  what  can  be  a  better  way  to  do  it  ?  I  believe  that  you  can  improve  the 
facilities  in  many  of  the  disadvantaged  areas.  Too  often  school  boards  have 
neglected  some  of  the  plant  and  equipment  in  those  areas.  We  should  increase 
the  pupil-teacher  ratio.  I  think  that  would  be  helpful  in  upgrading  the  educa- 
tional opportunities  of  young  people  so  they  can  achieve  a  quality  education. 

I  believe  that  the  emergency  school  aid  program  which  Congress  approved 
roughly  5  or  6  years  ago — it  is  about  a  billion  and  a  half  a  year;  no,  it  is  not 
quite  that  much  but  it  is  a  sizable  amount — can  be  focused  in  on  places  like 
Boston,  as  Secretary  Mathews  has  done,  or  in  Louisville,  where  we  are  having 
our  current  problems,  to  try  and  get  better  faculty,  better  facilities,  better  equip- 
ment. In  my  honest  opinion,  that  is  a  preferable  way  to  achieve  the  objective 
of  quality  education  without  tearing  apart  some  of  the  social  fabric  in  some  of 
these  communities. 

HIGHER  EDUCATION 

[4.]  Q.  Frank  Gamelin  of  the  Higher  Education  Council  in  St.  Louis.  Mr. 
President,  those  of  us  who  profited  from  the  GI  bill  after  World  War  II  and 
are  grateful  to  America  for  what  it  made  possible  for  us  have  long  hoped,  I  think, 
that  it  would  be  possible  for  every  man  and  woman  to  obtain  from  their  fellow 
citizens,  through  government,  the  support  necessary  to  supplement  family  help 
to  the  extent  that  they  could  attend  the  postsecondary  school  of  their  choice  in 
the  program  for  which  they  are  eligible.  Do  you  see  any  possibility  of  further 
implementation  of  this  principle  in  planning  for  future  spending  in  higher 
education? 

The  President.  We  have  a  number  of  higher  education  programs.  The  GI 
bill  that  was  originated  after  World  War  II  is  in  full  operation  now  and  is 
continuing  even  though  those  who  are  in  the  military  today  are  not  in  combat. 
And  that  was  the  general  basis  upon  which  the  GI  bill  was  initially  passed  at  the 
time  of  World  War  II  and  at  the  time  of  Korea.  We  spend  roughly  $1  billion 
to  $1.5  billion  a  year  on  that  program  at  the  present  time. 

In  addition,  we  have  a  number  of  educational  programs  that  are  aimed  at 
helping  young  people  who  want  to  go  to  college  and  do  not  have  the  financial 
means  to  do  so.  We  have  a  loan  guarantee  program  with  any  loaning  institu- 
tion. We  have  Basic  Educational  Opportunities — it's  BEOG,  or  whatever  the 
combination  is.  And  there  is  another  one— I  can't  recall  the  name— but  the  total 
amount  available  in  these  several  programs  is  about  a  billion  dollars  a  year. 
So,  there  is  really  no  reason  today  why  no  young  person  who  wants  to  go  to 
college  can't  get  Federal  financial  assistance  of  a  substantial  amount.  It  won't 
cover  the  whole  thing,  but  it  will  cover  a  very  substantial  amount. 
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And  if  I  could  add  a  P.S.  to  that,  I  believe  in  those  programs— and  we  recom- 
mended a  very  sizable  budget  figure  for  all  of  them,  roughly  a  billion  dollars.  I 
am  very  disturbed  at  the  default  rate  in  those  programs  v^here  young  people 
borrow^  from  their  Government  and  then  fail  to  repay  w^hen  they  get  through 
and  get  a  job.  That  is  an  obligation  to  their  Government,  and  it  is  about  a  20- 
percent  default  rate  at  the  present  time,  and  it  amounts  to  $200  milUon  a  year, 
as  I  recall.  I  don'  think  that  is  playing  fair  w^ith  the  people  who  loaned  them  the 
money  in  the  first  instance. 

I  am  for  the  program.  But  young  people  have  as  much  an  obligation  to  repay 
their  Government  as  they  do  to  repay  any,  and  I  just  think  w^e  have  got  to 
instill  that  spirit  in  them.  If  v^e  are  going  to  loan,  if  the  Government  is  going 
to  loan,  then  they  ought  to  undertake  a  comparable  obhgation  to  repay. 

CRIME 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Ann  Slaughter  and  this  is  Del  McClellan.  We 
are  cochairmen  of  the  Women's  Crusade  Against  Crime,  w^hich  for  5  years  has 
been  marshaling  citizens  to  seek  improvements  in  the  criminal  justice  system. 
Unhappily,  our  country  has  v^itnessed  an  increase,  rather  than  a  decrease,  in 
crime.  Citizens  are  increasingly  frightened  by  the  horrendous  acts  of  criminals. 
The  time  has  come  to  return  prime  consideration  to  the  victims  of  crime.  This 
means  sw^ifter  justice  in  the  courts  through  outlaw^ing  of  unjust  delays.  This 
means  eflfective  correctional  facilities  for  those  convicted.  How^ever,  our  im- 
poverished citizens  do  not  have  adequate  funds  for  maintenance  of  deteriorating 
neighborhoods  w^hich  breed  crime.  We  need  more  Federal  funds  to  be  made 
available  for  our  cities.  My  cochairman,  Del  McClellan,  v^ill  ask  our  question. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  improvements  in  the  system  are  very  important,  but  they 
v^ill  be  useless  w^ithout  good  men  and  women.  Paramount  is  the  need  for  a 
return  to  individual  honesty,  to  respect  for  personal  and  property  rights. 

In  this,  our  Bicentennial  year,  we  ask  that  you  follow  the  directive  of  Ben- 
jamin Franklin,  who  in  1780  asked  that  a  moral  science  be  developed  to  carry 
personal  morality  forward  with  the  amazing  scientific  and  engineering  feats  he 
so  accurately  predicted. 

Fighting  crime  without  the  full  commitment  of  the  American  people  to  a 
return  to  the  moral  values  which  made  our  Nation  great  is  an  expensive  and 
completely  hopeless  enterprise.  As  Mr.  Seidman^  told  us  at  lunch — and  I 
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think  I  quote  him  properly — he  is  looking  for  new  directions  to  go  back  to 
old  truths. 

I  am  asking  if  you  could  not  convene  a  working  task  force  to  develop  guide- 
lines toward  a  revival  of  spiritual  values  as  inscribed  on  our  coins — "In  God  We 
Trust" — appoint  men  and  women  of  wisdom  from  churches  and  schools  and 
homes,  and  then  could  you  please  use  your  good  offices  to  spread  these  principles 
of  right  conduct  through  the  printed  word,  the  news  media,  and  television, 
which  should  again  lift  the  spirit  of  our  people  and  encourage  the  return  of 
heroes  to  our  land? 

The  President.  I  made  a  speech  this  morning,  or  this  afternoon,  where  I 
made  some  comments  that  I  think  would  fit  in  very  neatly  with  the  observa- 
tions made  by  both  of  you. 

I  think  that  we  have  got  to  seek  the  strengthening  of  the  family  in  the  first 
place  and  the  strengthening  of  our  individual  ties  to  the  church  in  the  second. 

I  believe  that  all  of  the  money  we  have  spent — and  we  have  spent  a  great 
deal  of  money  at  the  Federal  level,  about  $800  million  a  year  in  the  last  3  or  4 
years — for  what  we  call  Law  Enforcement  Assistance  Act  programs,  Federal 
money  to  States  and  local  units  of  government,  and  unfortunately  despite  that 
vast  expenditure  of  money,  the  crime  rate  continues  to  go  up. 

So,  money  itself  will  not  meet  the  problem.  The  basic  one  is  how  we  can 
strengthen  the  family,  the  church,  our  moral  and  spiritual  values. 

I  will  take  under  consideration  the  establishment  of  a  national  commission 
or  committee,  but  I  think  it  is  more  basic  than  that.  I  think  the  leadership  has 
to  come  from  the  clergy,  from  civic  leaders,  from  others  in  the  local  area. 

I  will  certainly  consider  it,  but  I  think  we  ought  to  take  a  look  at  other  alterna- 
tives aside, from  money,  and  money  at  the  Federal  level  really  hasn't  solved  the 
problem. 

COUNCIL    ON    ENVIRONMENTAL    QUALITY 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Jerry  Sugarman.  I  represent  the  Ozark 
chapter  of  the  Sierra  Club.  We  have  a  great  many  problems  in  the  St.  Louis 
region,  stemming  from  the  Corps  of  Engineers'  relentless  promotional  activities 
on  the  Mississippi  River  and  on  our  agricultural  flood  plains  and  on  our  scenic 
Ozark  streams. 

The  Council  on  Environmental  Quality  has  recently  conducted  a  special 
review  of  the  Merrimack  Basin  dam  project  in  eastern  Missouri,  but  has  been 
blocked  by  the  General  Counsel  from  publishing  their  findings.  Meanwhile, 
citizens  would  Hke  very  much  to  debate  the  issues  knowing  the  facts  that  CEQ 
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has  developed.  Mr.  President,  will  you  ask  the  CEQ  to  make  their  findings 
known  to  the  public  on  this  and  other  similar  projects  ? 

The  President.  I  am  generally  familiar  with  that  project.  I  will  find  out  the 
details  from  Governor  Peterson  and  his  associates  at  CEQ.  I  would  certainly 
consult  with  him  as  to  whether  or  not  those  findings  by  him  should  be  made 
public. 

I  don't  think  it  is  appropriate  for  me  to  make  a  commitment  at  this  time. 
Their  procedures,  I  would  assume,  would  call  for  such  documentation  being 
made  pubUc,  but  I  think  it  is  the  better  judgment  for  me  to  consult  with  him 
and  his  associates  before  making  any  categorical  commitment. 

I  can  assure  you  that  whether  they  are  made  public  or  not,  they  will  be  made 
available  to  the  proper  authorities  within  the  Government,  and  they  will  be 
considered  by  all  of  those  who  have  a  responsibility  in  making  the  final 
decision. 

I  think  we  have  to  incorporate  in  any  decisionmaking  process  whatever  EPA 
or  CEQ  or  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  the  Department  of  Interior,  the  Bureau  of 
Reclamation,  the  Forest  Service,  and  others  ought  to  have  an  input,  but  at  some 
point  somebody  has  to  make  a  decision. 

As  long  as  the  flow  of  information  is  free  and  those  who  have  that  responsi- 
bility analyze  it  all,  there  has  to  be  a  cutoff  point,  and  once  that  process  has 
been  concluded — and  I  think  in  this  case  it  will — then  we  either  proceed  or 
don't  proceed,  dependent  upon  what  a  responsible  official  decides. 

DOMESTIC    INTERNATIONAL   SALES    CORPORATION 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Roger  Guyot,  president  of  the  World  Trade 
Club  of  St.  Louis.  We  are  concerned  regarding  the  trend  towards  reduction 
and  elimination  of  assistance  to  Midwest  business  firms  engaged  in  international 
trade.  Specifically,  we  believe  the  case  for  the  Domestic  International  Sales  Cor- 
poration, otherwise  known  as  DISC — this  as  an  incentive  is  as  important  now 
as  it  was  in  1971.  U.S.  companies  need  a  tax  stimulus  to  compete  on  equal  terms 
with  the  foreign  governments  who  subsidize  their  producers  and  their  industries. 
Would  you  comment,  please  ? 

The  President.  I  was  in  the  Congress  in  1971  and  voted  for  the  legislation 
that  incorporated  DISC.  I  believe  DISC  is  just  as  important  today  as  it  was  then. 
It  helped  to  expand  our  trade  at  that  time.  I  think  it  can  be  beneficial  in  expand- 
ing trade  at  the  present  time,  giving  incentives  for  the  expansion  of  our  trade. 
I  would  hope  the  Congress  in  its  deliberations  would  not  rescind  the  legislation. 
This  Administration  will  not  recommend  the  aboUtion  of  the  DISC  program. 
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VOCATIONAL  EDUCATION 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Randy  Parent,  president  of  Vocational  Industrial 
Clubs  of  America.  Just  how  much  monetary  support  is  being  given  to  the  voca- 
tional education  in  the  future,  and  v^hat  is  being  done  to  promote  the  growth 
of  the  vocational  education  ? 

The  President.  It  is  my  best  recollection  that  in  the  traditional  vocational 
education  program  there  has  been  a  gradual  increase.  If  my  memory  is  accurate, 
it  is  about  $300  million  a  year.  Is  that  roughly  right  ?  Well,  I  can  tell  you  that 
it  has  been  on  an  increasing  scale,  and  I  think  that  figure  is  roughly  right. 

Now,  in  addition  to  the  traditional  vocational  education  programs,  we  have 
what  is  called  CETA— Comprehensive  Educational  Training  Act,  CETA— and 
it  has  been  funded  this  year  at  a  figure  of  $3,200  million.  Included  in  that  pro- 
gram was  $450  million  for  the  summer  job  training  program  for  young  people, 
which  was  very  helpful.  It  had  some  aspects  of  vocational  education. 

The  remainder  of  the  CETA  program  is  aimed  at  vocational  training  pri- 
marily for  those  people  who  are  out  of  work  of  one  occupation  and  seeking 
employment  in  another  occupation.  So,  roughly  $2^/4  billion  is  available  in  that 
aspect  of  the  program  plus  the  traditional  high  school  and  vocational  education 
program. 

Now,  that  is  a  lot  of  money — I  think  it  has  generally  done  a  good  job.  But 
what  has  bothered  me  about  some  of  the  vocational  educational  programs  and 
some  of  the  CETA  training  programs  is  that  we  have  a  training  program  that 
doesn't  necessarily  relate  to  an  occupational  area  where  there  are  job  oppor- 
tunities. 

I  know  from  my  old  experience  in  the  Congress  that  we  used  to  establish- 
not  we,  but  the  department— job  training  programs,  and  then  all  of  a  sudden 
when  the  program  ended  there  were  no  job  opportunities  in  that  particular 
employment  field.  I  think  there  has  to  be  a  better  coordination  in  finding  out 
where  the  job  opportunities  are,  the  shortages  exist,  and  then  train  people  for 
those  shortages  rather  than  just  train  them  for  an  occupation  where  there  are 
no  job  opportunities.  I  think  we  can  do  a  better  job  spending  that  much  money 
in  this  aspect  of  vocational  education. 

PROGRAMS   FOR  THE  POOR 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Geraldine  Berry,  board  member  for  the  St. 
Louis  QIC  [Opportunities  Industriahzation  Center],  My  question  was  just 
asked,  but  I  have  another.  Many  of  the  social  and  training  programs  which  have 
aided  the  poor,  the  minorities,  and  the  disadvantaged  were  begun  under  other 
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administrations.  Your  Administration  has  continued  some  of  these  programs, 
either  through  transferring  them  to  other  departments  and  then  to  the  creation 
of  the  Legal  Services  Corporation. 

Mr.  President,  my  question  is,  are  there  any  other  social  programs  that  you 
might  have  in  the  planning  stage  that  might  alleviate  some  of  the  many  ills  of 
our  community  ?  If  not,  v^hat  can  the  poor  and  the  disadvantaged  expect  from 
your  Administration,  particularly  in  terms  of  full  employment  and  hope  for  the 
future? 

The  President.  I  think  the  best  opportunity  for  those  that  are  disadvantaged 
is  to  have  a  healthy  economy,  and  let  me  tell  you  the  burden  of  not  having  one. 

This  past  year  w^e  have  spent  betv^een  $18  billion  and  $20  billion  in  unemploy- 
ment compensation  by  the  Federal  Government  itself.  In  addition,  v^e  have  had 
a  tax  loss.  So,  the  net  result  of  not  having  a  healthy  economy  has  been  very 
substantial. 

What  we  have  to  do  is  stimulate  the  economy  so  vjt  have  less  unemployed 
and  a  bigger  tax  base  or  a  tax  base  v^ith  a  greater  depth.  Now,  if  we  can  get  the 
economy  going,  we  won't  have  to  have  as  many  of  these  so-called  aid  programs 
as  we  have  at  the  present  time.  We  could  cut  back  and  should  cut  back  in  a 
responsible  way  in  the  food  stamp  program,  the  welfare  program,  if  people 
are  working. 

Now,  the  Vice  President  is  undertaking,  beginning  in  about  10  days  or  2 
weeks,  a  series  of  meetings  with  the  Domestic  Council  in  9  or  10  cities  through- 
out the  United  States,  where  there  will  be  opportunities  for  individuals  or 
groups  to  testify  in  the  area  of  welfare,  food  stamps,  training  programs,  a  whole 
range  in  this  area,  and  it  will  be  a  wide-open  opportunity  for  groups  and  indi- 
viduals to  testify  whether  they  want  more  of  them  or  they  want  less  of  them. 
It  won't  be  a  stacked  house,  I  can  assure  you. 

So,  we  will  get  some  ideas  from  the  people  in  this  operation  under  the 
Domestic  Council  headed  by  the  Vice  President.  At  the  moment,  it  is  my 
honest  opinion  we  have  got  enough  programs;  we  just  have  to  make  them 
work  better.  We  have  some  that  are  top-heavy  with  administration.  We  have 
some  where  the  benefits  are  paid  through  error,  and  that  is  unforgiveable  in 
this  kind  of  a  society.  We  have  some  where  the  instances  of  illegality  are  far 
too  high. 

It  is  a  very  strong  belief  on  my  part  that  we  can  make  the  programs  we  have 
run  better  and  then  we  won't  have  to  worry  about  new  programs,  because  we 
have  got  them  to  the  extent  of  about  a  thousand  categorical  grant  programs 
in  the  Federal  Government.  And  if  that  isn't  enough,  then  I  am  really  mystified. 
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A  thousand  categorical  grant  programs  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  handle  the 
problems  we  have  at  the  present  time.  We  just  ought  to  make  them  work  better, 
and  I  think  we  can. 

LAW  ENFORCEMENT  ASSISTANCE  PROGRAMS 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Bill  Vorbeck,  president  of  the  St.  Louis  Police 
Officers  Association.  It  is  our  opinion,  the  St.  Louis  Pohce  Officers  Association, 
that  one  of  the  most  productive  ways  for  federally  funded  agencies  and  com- 
missions to  operate  at  the  local  level,  such  agencies  as  LEAA,  is  to  have  input 
from  the  grassroots. 

Therefore,  my  question  is:  Does  the  Government  have  any  plans  that  would 
permit  local  police  associations  to  nominate  one  or  two  of  their  members  to 
federally  funded  local  boards  so  that  the  police  officer  on  the  street  can  have 
some  input  into  the  agency's  programs  ? 

The  President.  Under  the  LEAA,  Law  Enforcement  Assistance  Act,  that 
was  passed  about  1967  or  1968,  the  money  goes  to  the  State  and  then  is  filtered 
down  to  the  local  communities.  The  basic  law  provides  that  there  shall  be  a 
commission  at  the  State  level,  and  I  think  each  State  has  a  different  tide,  but 
it  is  a  board  or  a  commission  that  operates  at  the  State  level  for  the  distribution 
or  the  recommendation  for  the  distribution  of  the  money  that  goes  to  the  State 
for  funneling  to  the  local  units  of  government. 

I  think  it  would  be  helpful  in  each  State  to  have  that  kind  of  representation. 
On  the  other  hand,  not  knowing  how  each  State  sets  up  its  board — some  States 
may  have  20,  some  may  have  5  on  that  board— I  am  just  not  familiar  with  that 
detail— but  there  ought  to  be  some  representation,  let  me  put  it  in  that  context. 
How  much,  I  am  not  qualified  to  say.  There  should  be  a  point  of  view  on  that 
board  from  people  who  are  on  the  firing  line,  so  to  speak. 

Q.  Thank  you. 

The  President.  I  hope  I  didn't  get  the  Governor  in  trouble— [laughter]— or 
I  didn't  get  in  trouble  with  the  Governor,  let  me  put  it  that  way.  [Laughter] 

public  employees  strikes 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Joe  Snyder  of  Gallatin,  Missouri,  the  Missouri 
Press  Association  which  represents  the  small  city  and  small  town  newspapers  of 
our  State.  Many  people  are  becoming  quite  concerned  about  the  strikes  that 
are  direcdy  affecting  various  levels  of  government.  We  have  seen  law  enforce- 
ment officers,  firemen,  teachers,  garbage  collectors,  and  postal  workers— and  I 
didn't  mean  to  tie  those  two  together— [laughter]— strike  or  threaten  strikes 
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against  the  government,  and  I  am  told  that  the  Armed  Forces  are  themselves 
not  immune  to  overtures  from  those  w^ho  v^ould  like  to  organize  them. 

Now  my  question  is,  how  far  can  these  movements  go  without  jeopardizing 
the  historic  role  of  pubUc  service  jobs,  and  when  does  this  type  of  pressure  and 
coercion  by  those  working  for  government  and  paid  from  tax  money  begin 
to  approach  the  degree  of  rebellion  or  insurrection  ? 

The  President.  At  the  Federal  level,  there  is  no  authority  for  Federal 
employees  to  strike.  In  fact,  if  I  am  correct,  I  think  it  is  prohibited.  It  is  par- 
ticularly so  in  the  Postal  Service.  There  is  in  the  Postal  Service  legislation  that 
was  enacted  in  1969  or  1970  a  procedure  by  which  if  the  new  management  of 
the  Postal  Service  and  the  labor  unions  can't  agree,  there  is  an  arbitration 
procedure  set  up  whereby  any  irreconcilable  differences  can  be  mediated  and 
decided  by  this  arbitration  board,  and  it  is  binding. 

That  is  the  only  instance  that  I  am  familiar  with  in  the  Federal  Government 
where  this  procedure  is  used.  It  has  never  gone  that  far.  There  have  been  nego- 
tiations on  two  or  three  occasions  that  were  difficult,  but  there  was  never  any 
need  to  utilize  that  procedure. 

I  feel  that  in  the  area  of  non-Federal  Government  employees — and  I  am  now 
getting  into  an  area  where  I  have  no  authority  and  jurisdiction,  so  I  am  only 
expressing  opinion — that  in  the  area  of  health  and  safety  and  security,  there 
ought  to  be  in  that  area — like  we  have  in  the  Postal  Service,  which  involves  for 
the  Federal  Government  a  great  responsibility — there  ought  to  be  some  arbi- 
tration that  ends  in  a  decision  if  the  two  parties  can't  negotiate. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  population  as  a  whole,  our  citizens  as  a  whole,  need 
some  protection,  as  we  have  in  the  Federal  Government,  for  the  Postal  Service 
in  State  and  local  units  of  government,  and  in  some  States  that  has  been  the  case. 

There  is  a  procedure  that  I  think  has  merit  that  has  been  tried  in  some  areas 
of  labor-management  differences  where  you  have  an  arbitration  board,  and  if 
they  can't  agree,  then  each  party— labor  on  the  one  hand,  management  on  the 
other — submits  its  best  offer  for  settlement  and  then  the  arbitration  board  has 
to  pick  one  or  the  other.  They  can't  divide  them  in  two. 

What  does  this  do?  It  gets  both  management  on  the  one  hand  and  labor  on 
the  other  hand  to  make  the  best  possible  offer  in  hopes  that  their  view  will  be 
accepted,  and  it  does  not  give  to  the  arbitrator  the  right  to  cut  it  down  the 
middle,  which  I  don't  think  in  most  cases  is  very  good.  And  in  this  case  where 
it  has  been  used,  it  has  been  very  successful,  and  I  would  urge  that  as  an  alterna- 
tive to  the  usual  arbitration  procedure. 
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INFLATION 


[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Florence  McGifHn,  president  of  the  Missouri  Federa- 
tion of  Women's  Clubs.  Some  of  our  members  have  just  returned  from  their 
spring  buying  of  wearing  apparel.  Most  of  the  merchandise  is  higher  by  20  to 
25  percent.  What  can  be  done  about  the  rising  prices  ? 

The  President.  The  best  way  to  battle  inflation,  or  one  of  the  best  ways,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  is  to  get  the  Congress  to  stop  spending  a  lot  of  the  money 
that  they  are  trying  to  throw  away.  And  let  me  be  specific,  instead  of  perhaps 
being  facetious. 

Last  November  and  December  I  spent  a  good  share  of  my  time  trying  to  put 
together  the  budget  that  by  law  the  President  has  to  submit  to  the  Congress  in 
January  for  action  by  them  prior  to  July  1  of  that  year. 

When  we  sat  down  and  literally  spent  hours,  lo  and  behold,  we  found  that 
despite  our  efforts  to  turn  the  squeeze  to  cut  back  employment  roughly  40,000, 
everything  we  could  do,  we  ended  up  with  a  deficit  of  $52  billion — $52  billion. 

I  was  dumbfounded.  Then  we  submitted  that  to  the  Congress.  And  under  the 
new  budget  act  that  Congress  passed  a  year  ago,  they  now  have  a  responsibility 
to  analyze  the  budget,  set  their  spending  limits,  and  come  up  with  their  deficit. 

Well,  after  I  submitted  the  budget  in  January  or  February  of  this  year,  there 
were  screams  and  hollers  that  I  was  a  spendthrift.  But  you  know  what  happened 
when  they  had  to  sit  down  and  do  the  same  job  ?  They  came  up  with  a  budget 
deficit  figure  of  $68  billion.  And  now,  despite  that  cutoff  point  that  they  set, 
they  have  now  gone  above  it  about  $4^^  billion,  so  it  is  $70  billion  or  more. 

Somewhere  along  the  line,  we  have  to  start  controlling  some  of  the  programs 
that  haven  gotten  out  of  hand.  I  think  we  can,  but  if  we  don't,  these  deficits, 
which  will  range  between  $60  and  $75  billion  this  fiscal  year  and  probably  one 
of  $30  to  $50  biUion  next  year,  inflation  will  be  very  difficult  to  control,  to  get  a 
handle  on. 

Now,  there  are  other  things  that  can  be  done,  but  this  is  the  one  where  the 
President  and  the  Congress  have  a  responsibility.  And  I  can  promise  you  to  the 
extent  and  authority  I  have,  we  are  going  to  keep  vetoing  spending  bills  that 
go  beyond  the  budget  I  submitted,  and  that  was  high  enough  as  far  as  the  deficit 
was  concerned. 

Take  the  education  bill  that  I  vetoed.  This  last  week  the  Congress  overrode 
it  300-and-something  to  30  or  40  in  the  House,  and  in  the  Senate  it  was  70-some- 
thing  to  12.  That  single  education  bill  will  add  $350  million  to  spending  in  this 
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year  and  $800  million  next  year  over  and  above  v^hat  I  recommended,  and  I 
recommended  more  for  this  year  than  w^as  made  available  last  year. 

So,  v^e  didn't  cut  anything  back.  But  as  long  as  they  keep  sending  appropria- 
tion and  spending  bills  above  a  reasonable  figure,  I  am  going  to  veto  them.  And 
I  hope  the  Congress  w^ill  finally  awaken  and  find  that  they  are  the  principal 
contributors  to  inflation  in  this  country. 

ADVERTISING  BY  UTILITIES 

[13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Bob  Kelly,  the  president  of  the  Advertising 
Club  of  Greater  St.  Louis.  And  wt  applaud  and  support  in  principle  the  Gov- 
ernment guidelines  w^hich  set  forth  certain  things  to  be  followed  concerning 
taste  and  truth  and  accuracy  in  advertising.  However,  before  the  Congress  today 
there  is  a  bill  which  would  prohibit  the  utilities  of  the  Nation  from  continuing 
to  advertise  their  services  to  the  public.  We  feel  this  is  a  very  clear  and  serious 
infringement  on  their  right  of  free  speech  to  communicate  with  their  customers 
and  potential  customers.  If  a  bill  of  this  sort  did  reach  your  desk,  what  would 
your  position  be  ? 

The  President.  I  am  often  asked  that  question  by  Members  of  Congress  as 
they  go  down  the  line  in  the  legislative  process.  And  I  don't  think  I  should  treat 
you  any  differently  from  them.  [Laughter] 

My  answer  to  them  is,  I  will  give  you  an  answer  to  that  legislation  when  it 
is  placed  on  my  desk,  because  there  is  a  long,  hard  row  between  the  introduction 
of  a  bill  and  its  consideration  by  a  committee,  its  consideration  on  the  floor  of 
the  House  and  Senate,  et  cetera. 

Oftentimes,  about  all  that  is  left  in  a  bill  is  its  original  number.  [Laughter] 
So,  I  learned  a  long  time  ago  never  to  endorse  or  say  you  will  vote  against  or 
veto  a  bill  just  by  number.  I  got  caught  on  that  the  first  year  or  two  I  was  in 
Congress. 

What  I  am  saying  is,  basically,  I  don't  think  there  should  be  any  prohibition 
against  people  or  organizations  exercising  their  right  of  free  speech,  and  that 
is  a  very  fundamental  issue  in  this  country,  and  it  ought  to  be  true  of  individuals 
or  cooperatives  or  partnerships  or  any  other  organization,  but  I  don't  think  I 
ought  to  say  to  you  I  am  going  to  veto  that  bill,  not  having  read  it,  including 
the  fine  print,  which  is  often  most  important. 

Q.  I  understand.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  Bill  just  reminded  me,  one,  I  am  taking  too  long  to  answer 
the  questions,  and  therefore,  we  ought  to  cut  it  oflp,  but  as  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
we  will  finish,  so  go  ahead. 
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AMERICAN  GOVERNMENT 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Arthur  Stoup.  I  am  the  president  of 
the  Missouri  Bar.  The  Bar  has  noted  with  growing  distress  the  incursion  of 
the  Federal  bureaucracy  and,  at  times,  the  Congress  into  matters  of  property 
rights  and  individual  freedoms  which  by  constitutional  intent  or  by  custom 
the  States  have  in  the  past  determined  for  their  citizens. 

Mr.  President,  could  not  this  Administration  use  its  considerable  influence  in 
directing  Federal  agencies  and  requesting  the  Congress  to  recede  from  a  policy 
of  expanding  the  Federal  role  in  these  matters  and  permit  the  States  and  local 
communities  to  decide  what  is  best  and  what  is  needed  for  their  citizens  ? 

The  President.  I  certainly  think  we  should,  and  we  are  trying  to  do  that.  One 
of  the  pieces  of  legislation  which  was  enacted  3|^  years  ago  fits  into  that  precise 
philosophy  you  are  talking  about  very  properly.  It  is  called  general  revenue 
sharing,  where  roughly  $6  billion  a  year  goes  from  the  Federal  Treasury,  a 
third  to  the  States,  and  two-thirds  to  the  cities  and  counties,  et  cetera,  without 
any  strings.  And  that  program  carries  out  precisely  what  you  are  talking  about. 

The  money  goes  from  the  Federal  Treasury,  having  been  taken  in  the  first 
instance  from  the  taxpayers  of  this  country,  but  going  back  to  States  and  local 
units  of  government  without  any  strings  attached  for  the  exercise  of  local 
control  in  the  expenditure  of  that  money. 

We  are  trying  to  incorporate  in  many  of  the  programs  what  we  call  block 
grants.  Jim  Lynn  a  year  ago,  when  he  was  Secretary  of  HUD,  got  the  Congress 
to  consolidate  six  or  seven,  eight  categorical  grant  programs  into  one  and  giving 
to  the  local  community  much  more  authority  without  Federal  bureaucracy 
analyzing  every  individual  project. 

So,  we  are  aiming  in  that  direction.  We  are  trying  to  do  it,  and  I  think  we 
are  making  some  headway.  But  with  a  thousand  categorical  grant  programs, 
that  is  a  tough  job,  and  every  one  of  them  has  their  own  little  constituency. 
They  want  everybody  else's  program  changed,  but  theirs  is  different.  So,  it  is 
a  hard  process,  but  we  are  working  at  it. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Robert  Cohn,  and  I  am  chairman  of  the 
Regional  Forum  of  the  East-West  Gateway  Coordinating  Council.  I  have  used 
up  my  time  with  just  the  tide.  We  are  charged  with  the  responsibility  as  a 
group  of  private  citizens— 21  of  us— to  go  over  in  some  detail  these  1,000 
categorical  grant  programs  that  operate  in  the  St.  Louis  area,  and  we  are  just 
a  group  of  private  citizens.  And  we  find  that  in  more  cases  than  not,  we  serve 
as  a  mere  rubberstamp  for  some  bureaucratic  requirement  or  deadline. 
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Now,  in  addition  to  this  very  welcome  White  House  Conference  to  provide 
meaningful  citizen  input,  are  there  any  other  plans  or  programs  as  part  of  your 
program  of  cutting  redtape  and  opening  up  these  activities  to  the  people,  to 
reduce  this  and  to  provide  for  meaningful  and  reaUstic  citizen  input  on  federal 
funded  programs  ? 

The  President.  I  can't  give  you  any  added  ones  beyond  this  kind  of  approach 
plus  what  the  Vice  President  is  undertaking  with  his  meetings  in  9  or  10  com- 
munities around  the  country,  but  it  has  been  my  observation  with  all  of  this 
talent  from  the  Cabinet  and  top  places  in  the  executive  branch,  and  most  of 
them  have  been  to — three-quarters  of  them — that  they  get  the  message.  The 
problem  is  to  have  them  give  the  message  down  below  and  then  have  it  carried 
out,  but  we  are  trying  to  do  it,  and  let  me  give  you  an  illustration. 

I  made  a  speech,  oh,  several  month  ago,  and  I  said  there  were  5,200  forms 
that  people,  in  toto,  in  the  United  States  had  to  fill  out— 5,200.  And  it  sounded 
terrible,  and  I  said  we  were  going  to  get  rid  of  them  or  some  of  them,  and 
Jim  Lynn  is  in  charge  of  that  responsibility.  A  year  from  that  speech  I  am  going 
to  ask  him  how  many  forms  we  now  have  and  it  darn  well  better  be  under  5,000. 
{Laughter'] 

SOCIAL  SECURITY 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Jim  Cope.  I  am  from  the  Missouri  State  Medical 
Association.  The  children  born  during  World  War  II  baby  boom  will  go  on 
social  security  in  about  2000  to  2025.  Children  from  our  present  near-zero  popu- 
lation growth  will  hit  the  labor  force  at  about  the  same  time.  It  has  been  esti- 
mated that  there  will  be  three  or  four  people  going  on  to  the  social  security 
rolls  for  each  one  entering  the  labor  force.  Please,  sir,  could  we  have  your 
comments,  and  what  are  the  long-term  plans  for  meeting  this  situation? 

The  President.  There  have  been  several  recent  studies  on  the  adequacy  of 
the  trust  fund,  the  payment  schedule  to  meet  the  obligations  under  social  secu- 
rity. The  picture  is  not  encouraging,  to  be  frank  with  you.  There  are  a  number 
of  suggested  ways  to  make  certain,  to  make  positive  that  the  beneficiaries  down 
the  road  are  guaranteed  enough  or  are  guaranteed  what  they  were  led  to  beheve 
they  would  get. 

Some  alternatives  are  just  to  take  any  deficiency  out  of  the  general  fund.  Others 
recommend  that  the  present  withholding  of  both  the  employer  and  the  employee 
be  increased.  What  is  it  now — about  11  percent  for  both  employer  and  em- 
ployee. One  proposal  is  to  increase  both  contributions.  Others  say  don't  worry 
about  it,  it  is  not  as  bad  as  the  actuaries  or  the  experts  tell  you,  and  don't  do  it 
for  political  reasons  one  way  or  another. 
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I  think  maybe  we  can  get  by  a  year  or  two,  but  in  a  relatively  short  period 
of  time,  more  is  going  out  than  coming  in  of  the  trust  fund  and  we  have  roughly 
a  year's  funding  available.  Unfortunately,  they  are  all  in  Government  bonds,  so 
the  Government  will  have  to  cash  in  those  bonds  to  pay  these  people  and  then 
go  out  and  borrow  more  money  to  finance  the  Federal  Government. 

But  it  is  a  problem,  and  we  have  got  to  face  up  to  it.  The  best  estimate  I  have 
seen  is  that  by  the  year  2000  if  we  don't  do  something  we  will  be  in  a  serious 
deficit  with  no  reserve  and  not  enough  to  pay  the  beneficiaries.  So,  we  have 
either  got  to  get  it  out  of  the  general  fund,  increase  the  wage  limit,  or  we  have 
got  to  increase  the  taxes,  or  we  have  got  to  put  a  cap  on  the  benefits.  The  benefits 
today  are  escalated  on  a  cost-of-living  basis,  and  they  are  putting  the  sanctity 
of  that  trust  fund  in  some  jeopardy  down  the  road  not  too  far  away. 

As  long  as  we  are  talking  about  caps,  I  recommended  that  we  put  a  cap  this 
year  of  5  percent  on  Federal  Government  pay,  on  Federal  retirement,  social 
security,  the  whole  range  of  things  in  order  to  get  away  from  the  budget  deficit 
I  described  a  few  minutes  ago.  The  present  law  says  that  every  September  I  am 
supposed  to  recommend  a  cost-of-living  increase  for  Federal  pay.  Well,  the  cost- 
of-living  increase  by  this  commission  was  8.66  percent  and  by  a  new  law  passed 
just  a  month  ago.  Congress  and  judges  and  people  in  the  executive  branch  were 
included. 

I  had  the  temerity  to  recommend  that  that  8.66  percent  be  5  percent  rather 
than  the  higher  figure.  I  am  led  to  believe  that  my  efforts  to  keep  that  difference 
which  amounts  to  $1,600  million— just  |1,600  million— will  be  overridden  by 
either  the  House  or  the  Senate.  I  hope  you  write  your  Congressmen  and  your 
Senators  and  tell  them  to  stand  firm  and  tough.  This  is  just  indicative  of  the 
kind  of  problems  we  are  in— in  a  financial  bind,  at  the  present  time. 

COMMON  SITUS  PICKETING 

[16.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Earl  Dille,  president  of  Associated  Industries 
of  Missouri,  and  I  would  like  your  position  on  the  issue  of  the  legalization  of 
common  situs  picketing  at  construction  projects. 

The  President.  I  believe  that  the  legislation  originally  introduced  should  be 
vetoed.  I  believe  that  there  are  amendments  that  have  been  added,  that  will  be 
added,  if  they  are  added  to  force  local  union  responsibility,  then  the  legislation 
ought  to  be  approved.  I  know  the  arguments  that  the  building  trades  have  gotten 
wage  hikes  of  too  high  or  too  great  an  amount,  and  people  say,  "Don't  change 
the  law." 
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My  answer  to  that  is  they  have  gotten  them  under  tlie  present  law.  If  they 
are  inflationary,  they  came  under  the  present  circumstances.  What  we  are 
trying  to  do  with  the  amendments  that  we  have  advocated  is  to  get  some  respon- 
sibiUty  at  the  local  level,  and  if  they  don't  achieve  local  responsibility  the 
international  unions  have  the  right  to  veto  it.  I  think  that  is  a  better  way  to 
achieve  wage  stability  in  the  construction  field,  and  if  those  amendments  are 
approved,  I  will  support  it;  if  they  are  not  approved,  I  will  veto  it. 

THE  BICENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION 

[17.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Bill  Parrish,  chairman  of  the  Missouri  Ameri- 
can Revolution  Bicentennial  Commission.  One  of  the  hopes  of  the  Bicentennial 
is  to  revivify  the  positive  aspects  of  American  life  so  that  the  celebration  becomes 
a  catalyst  to  a  rededication  of  the  American  people  to  work  together  to  build 
a  better  future.  We  are  finding  a  great  enthusiasm  for  this  throughout  Missouri. 

You  talked  just  briefly  about  this  in  relation  to  the  crime  situation,  but  I 
wonder  if  you  could  give  us  a  little  more  elaboration  on  how  you  think  we  can 
better  focus  in  on  this  problem  through  the  Bicentennial  to  get  a  better  grip 
on  moving  forward  with  America. 

The  President.  I  believe  our  theme  for  the  Bicentennial  should  be  the  rights 
of  the  individual  operating  within  the  law.  I  think  the  individual  in  the  third 
century  of  our  country  should  be  free  of  mass  education,  mass  industry,  mass 
government.  I  think  the  right  of  the  individual  operating  within  the  law  without 
the  heavy  hand  of  government  or  any  of  the  other  massive  organizations  running 
him,  if  we  can  achieve  that,  I  think  it  will  accompUsh  what  you  are  seeking  to 
accompHsh. 

FEDERAL  SUPPORT  OF  THE  ARTS 

[18.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Homer  Sayad  of  the  Arts  and  Educational 
Council  of  St.  Louis.  St.  Louis  has  one  of  the  most  successful  arts  councils  in 
the  country.  In  13  years  it  has  raised  over  $14  milHon  in  private  funds  for  the 
benefit  of  our  cultural  organizations.  The  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts, 
under  its  very  able  Chairman  Nancy  Hanks,  has  done  much  to  stimulate  the 
support  for  the  arts  from  the  private  sector.  The  arts  are  not  a  luxury,  as  some 
people  may  think.  They  are  a  softening  and  humanizing  factor  and  a  very 
essential  quality  to  our  life. 

Is  your  Administration  committed  to  the  continued  growth  and  development 
of  Federal  support  of  the  arts  through  the  National  Endowment,  and  will 
you  oppose  tax  measures  which  would  tend  to  discourage  and  inhibit  private 
contributions  for  the  arts  ? 
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The  President.  It  is  my  recollection  that  in  the  budget  I  submitted  in  Janu- 
ary, the  arts  and  humanities  program  was  one  of  the  very  few  that  got  an 
increase.  The  particular  one  you  refer  to,  the  arts,  I  recommended  approximately 
$85  million,  about  a  10-percent  increase  over  the  previous  fiscal  year. 

The  arts  for  the  public — it  is  my  recollection  our  deductions  are  appropriate 
under  our  Internal  Revenue  Code  at  the  present  time.  I  think  that  is  accurate. 
So  I  am  not  going  to  recommend  it  be  deleted. 

Then  let  me  say  there  has  been  some  criticism  that  we  didn't  have  in  the 
White  House  now  an  input  in  the  arts  and  humanities.  Well,  I  have  got  a  pretty 
good  one  in  our  family,  and  she  is  a  lot  more  influential  on  me  in  this  area  than 
any  appointed  person.  I  am  married  to  her,  and  she  does  pretty  well  by  it. 
[Laughter] 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:05  p.m.  in  the  Grand       introduced  by  Gov.  Christopher  S.   (Kit)   Bond  of 
Ballroom  at  Stouffer's  Riverfront  Towers.  He  was       Missouri. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  on  Arrival  at  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 
September  12,  1975 

IT  IS  deUghtful  to  be  in  this  part  of  the  country.  We  love  it,  and  v^e  are  coming 
back  next  August,  and  yjt  are  looking  forward  to  a  very  successful  convention. 
We  are  just  delighted  to  have  the  opportunity  to  be  here  in  the  Middle  West. 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  can  I  ask  you  why  you  dropped  the  reference  about 
holding  America  hostage  in  the  last  part  of  your  speech  in  St.  Louis  } 

The  President.  I  don't  recall  any — you  mean  in  the  comments  to  the  White 
House  Conference }  I  decided  that  I  had  followed  the  script  sufficiently  in  vari- 
ous speeches,  and  I  thought  I  would  incorporate  some  shortened  version,  give 
the  people  more  opportunity  to  ask  questions.  And  so  I  just  condensed  it. 

Q.  Do  you  still  feel  that  way,  sir } 

The  President.  I  feel  that  what  I  said  was  the  thing  I  wanted  to  say,  and  I 
felt  it  was  better  that  more  people  had  an  opportunity  to  ask  questions  than  for 
me  to  make  a  speech. 

It  is  really  nice  to  see  you  all. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  6:22  p.m.  at  Kansas  tember    12    in   St.   Louis   contained   the   following 

City  Municipal  Airport.  The  advance  text  of  the  paragraphs: 

President's   remarks   to   the   White   House   Confer-  "You  cannot  begin  to  gain  a  sense  of  what  is  on 

ence  on  Domestic  and  Economic  Affairs  held  Sep-  people's  minds  by  sitting  in  the  safety  of  the  Oval 
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office  and  looking  at  opinion  polls.  Only  by  going  "Doing  this  is  an  important  part  of  my  job.  I 

around  the  country  to  meetings  like  this,  by  meeting  have  no  intention  of  abdicating  that  responsibility, 

people  face  to  face  and  listening  to  what  they  have  I  have  no  intention  of  allowing  the  Government 

to  say,  can  you  really  learn  how  people  feel  and  of  the  people  to  be  held  hostage  at  the  point  of  a 

what  they  think.  gun." 
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Remarks  to  Members  of  the  Capitol  Club  in  Overland  Park, 
Kansas.     September  12,  1915 

Than\  you  very  much,  Jacl{.  Governor  Bob  Bennett  and  Mrs.  Bennett,  ]im 
Pearson,  Larry  Winn,  Garner  Shriver — I  thin\  I  have  covered  all  the  Con- 
gressional delegation.  If  I  haven  1 1  will  hear  about  it,  although  the  others,  Keith 
and  Joe  and  Bob  Dole,  they  are  very  close  and  dear  friends  of  mine: 

I  do  appreciate  very  much  all  of  you  being  here. 

First,  let  me  congratulate  the  Republican  Parties  of  Kansas  and  Missouri  for 
your  success  in  working  together  to  bring  the  Republican  Convention  to  Kansas 
City  next  August.  I  never  let  my  feelings  be  involved  in  that,  but  I  v^ill  say  to 
you  I  couldn't  have  been  happier.  Betty  and  I  and,  I  think,  most  of  our  family 
v^ill  be  here,  and  we  look  forward  very  greatly  to  the  convention  in  1976. 

Since  Governor  Bennett  and  I  have  worked  very  closely  together  in  the  past 
on  a  number  of  matters,  tonight  I  am  going  to  make  him  an  offer  which  I 
honestly  don't  think  Bob  can  resist.  Bob,  I  will  give  you  a  bedspread  for  the 
Governor's  mansion  if  you  get  me  a  room  for  the  convention  in  1976.  {Laughter'] 

As  I  said,  the  opportunity  for  us  as  a  party  to  come  out  to  Kansas  in  1976  is 
wonderful  for  our  party.  And  it  is,  I  hope,  going  to  be  a  shot  in  the  arm  for 
the  Middle  West,  and  Kansas,  particularly. 

I  was  told  that  yesterday  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  the  Democratic  majority 
leader  of  the  House,  Tip  O'Neill  of  Massachusetts,  got  up  and  said  in  one  of 
his  tirades  about  how  unwise  it  was  for  the  Republicans  to  go  to  Kansas  City, 
because  the  last  time  that  they  had  a  convention  here,  Herbert  Hoover  was 
nominated.  [Laughter] 

Well,  John  Rhodes,  who  is  a  good  Kansan,  the  Republican  minority  leader 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  then  got  up  and  said  he  thought  it  was  much 
wiser  for  us  to  go  to  Kansas  City  than  for  the  Democrats  to  go  to  "Debt  City" — 
New  York  City.  [Laughter] 

I  happen  to  agree  that  we  have  made  a  good  choice,  and  I  am  looking  forward 
to  it,  as  well  as  Betty. 

You  in  Kansas  have  a  great  heritage  and  a  tradition  of  fine  people,  a  wonder- 
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ful  economy.  And  you  also  have  the  tradition  of  superior  people,  such  as  Ike 
Eisenhower  and  William  Allen  White,  men  who  have  made  history  not  only  for 
your  State  but  for  our  country. 

I  might  add  that  none  has  stood  taller  than  my  good  friend  Alf  Landon.  I 
understand  that  next  week  Alf  will  be  celebrating  his  88th  birthday,  and  I  am 
sure  all  of  us  wish  him  the  very,  very  best,  not  only  on  the  88th  but  for  many, 
many  more  to  come. 

Now,  let  me  just  say  a  word  or  two  about  what  I  think  of  the  Kansas  delega- 
tion. You  have,  in  the  delegation  that  represents  you  in  Washington  in  the 
Senate,  two  outstanding  Senators — Jim  Pearson  and  Bob  Dole.  I  have  worked 
with  both  of  them  over  the  years.  And  I  think  from  my  own  experience  of 
25  years  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  I  can  tell  quality  of  either  Senators 
or  Members  of  the  House,  and  I  do  wish  to  compUment  you  from  Kansas  for 
having  two  outstanding  Members  of  the  United  States  Senate. 

I  never  had  the  privilege  of  serving  in  the  Senate,  except  for  an  interim  period 
as  Vice  President,  and  then  they  don't  let  you  say  anything.  [Laughter] 

But  anyhow,  I  did  have  a  great  honor  of  serving  almost  26  years  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  during  that  time  I  got  to  know  Larry  Winn,  Keith 
Sebelius,  Garner  Shriver,  and  Joe  Skubitz. 

The  Kansas  delegation  had  a  very  unique — I  don't  know  whether  it  was  an 
honor  or  not,  but  they  had  a  responsibiUty.  In  1965,  in  January,  when  I  ran 
for  minority  leader  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  I  was  contesting  the  estab- 
lishment. And  the  Kansas  delegation  unanimously,  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, supported  me  and  therefore  contributed  significantly  to  the  landslide 
victory  that  I  had  of  73  to  67.  [Laughter]  And  it  was  your  delegation  in  Kansas 
that  really  tipped  the  balance. 

But  as  I  look  at  the  responsibilities  that  your  House  Members  have  repre- 
senting the  Republican  Party  in  Kansas,  you  cover  a  broad  spectrum  with  their 
assignments  in  committee  and  elsewhere.  So,  I  can  assure  you,  on  the  basis  of 
quaUty  and  talent  and  experience,  you  in  Kansas  are  well  represented.  And  I 
hope  you  send  every  one  of  them  back  next  year  and  you  add  one.  [Laughter] 
That  would  be  very  helpful. 

We  have  some  problems  in  this  country.  In  the  13  months  that  I  have  been 
President,  we  have  had  our  ups  and  downs.  We  had  some  problems  when  I  was 
sworn  in.  We  have  some  today.  But  with  the  help  of  people  like  yourselves,  with 
the  help  of  people  in  Congress,  mainly  Republicans  but  a  few  Democrats,  we 
have  made  a  significant  rate  of  progress  in  many  areas.  We  failed  in  some 
others. 
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I  happen  to  feel  that  in  the  area  of  foreign  poUcy  we  have  made  significant 
headway.  We  have  made  a  giant  step  forward  for  peace  in  the  Middle  East. 
We  have  strengthened  our  alliance  in  Europe.  We  are  seeking  to  make  a  good, 
two-way  street,  negotiated  settlement  for  a  strategic  arms  limitation. 

At  home  we  went  through  a  terrible  recession,  but  we  are  on  the  way  out  of  it. 
We  still  have  inflation  that  is  far  too  high,  but  if  we  can  keep  the  irresponsibles 
in  Congress  from  spending  too  much  money,  we  can  win  that  battle  against 
inflation. 

Let  me  mention  a  matter.  Some  of  the  columnists  have  been  critical  of  me 
for  vetoing  a  sizable  number  of  bills — I  think  it's  37  as  of  the  last  count.  Some 
so-called  experts  have  alleged  that  a  veto  is  a  negative  action.  That  is  a  total 
misconception  of  the  veto  power. 

The  Constitution  gives  to  a  President  the  constitutional  authority  to  veto.  And 
what  it  amounts  to  is,  by  constitutional  authority,  a  President  can  veto  in  order 
to  give  the  Congress  more  time  to  think  about  whether  they  made  the  right 
decision  or  not. 

Let  me  give  you  two  illustrations  where  a  veto  in  one  instance  saved  almost 
$2  billion.  Isn't  that  right,  Garner?  I  recommended  $1,900  million.  The  Con- 
gress added  $2  billion  more.  I  vetoed  it.  The  House  sustained  it.  And  the  net 
result  was  that  we  ended  up  with  about  a  $2  billion  savings.  Isn't  that  con- 
structive ?  Well,  I  could  go  through  some  others  and  do  the  same. 

I  don't  like  to  veto  legislation,  but  I  have  a  responsibility.  And  fortunately, 
with  the  help  of  good,  strong  Members  of  the  House  and  the  Senate,  we 
have  been  able  to  sustain  enough  so  that  about  $6  billion  in  unnecessary 
expenditures  have  been  saved. 

A  number  of  you  have  mentioned  to  me,  as  I  have  met  you,  the  problem  of 
energy.  In  January  of  this  year,  I  submitted  a  comprehensive  200-page  energy 
program  that  would  have  conserved  energy,  produced  new  sources  of  energy 
in  the  United  States,  and  taken  us  on  a  step  toward  freeing  us  from  the  vulner- 
ability of  foreign  oil  cartels. 

Most  people  don't  realize  that  every  day  that  goes  by,  the  United  States 
becomes  more  and  more  vulnerable  to  foreign  oil  decisions — ^not  our  decisions, 
their  decisions.  And  we  have  been  trying  to  stimulate  production  at  home  and 
conserve  within  our  own  country,  but  so  far  we  haven't  been  able  to  move  the 
Congress  off  dead  center. 

I  hope  we  will  get  some  headway  now  in  this  last  effort,  but  I  have  gone 
the  last  mile — more  than  halfway.  And  if  we  don't  get  a  solution  on  this 
occasion,  I  think  we  have  no  choice  but  to  take  a  very  strong  stand  and  say. 
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if  you  won't  compromise,  we  can't  either,  because  we  have  gone  more  than 
halfway.  I  think  Garner  and  Larry  and  the  others  would  agree. 

It  is  so  simple,  in  my  opinion.  Do  you  know  how  much  we  have  paid  out 
in  foreign  oil  ?  In  1972  or  73  we  were  paying  $3  billion  a  year.  This  year  we 
are  paying  $25  billion  a  year.  That  is  $25  billion  a  year  that  goes  to  foreign 
oil  producers,  takes  jobs  away  from  Americans.  That  money,  if  we  had  adequate 
production  in  America,  would  stay  home.  Wouldn't  that  be  constructive  ? 

Well,  I  appreciate  the  help  that  Jim  Pearson  and  Bob  Dole  and  the  House 
delegation  have  given.  This  ought  not  to  be  a  partisan  issue,  but  unfortunately, 
there  are  some  aspects  of  it  that  appear  to  be  that. 

Let  me  add  a  special  comment.  Betty's  and  my  daughter,  Susan,  was  out  here 
last  summer.  She  had  a  terrific  time,  and  all  of  you  from  Kansas  were  so  nice 
to  her.  And  I  thank  each  and  every  one  of  you.  The  Governor  and  Mrs.  Bennett 
were  especially  thoughtful  and  helpful,  and  for  that.  Bob,  we  are  very  grateful. 

But  let  me  add,  concerning  Bob,  I  have  had  a  fair  amount  of  experience 
with  Governors,  and  I  can  say  without  any  hesitation  or  qualification  that  all 
of  you  in  Kansas  are  very  fortunate  to  have  Bob  as  your  Governor. 

Now,  let  me  conclude  with  this  final  comment.  Seventy-six  is  a  big  year,  and 
a  major  part  of  that  competition  is  going  to  be  kicked  off  right  here  in  your 
great  State.  I  think  we  will  have  candidates.  I  think  we  have  the  workers.  And 
obviously,  by  your  attendance  here,  we  have  people  who  will  help  to  support 
it  in  a  financial  way. 

It  is  a  combination  of  good  candidates,  good  workers,  good  financial  help, 
plus  sound  principles.  And  as  I  look  at  our  policies,  our  principles,  I  think  they 
are  the  ones  that  appeal  to  most  Americans. 

We  believe  in  fiscal  responsibility,  both  at  the  State  as  well  as  the  national  level. 

We  believe  that  we  should  have  a  national  defense  program  second  to  none 
in  order  to  ensure  peace. 

Thirdly,  we  believe  that  local  government,  either  at  the  local  level  or  at 
the  State  level,  is  the  best  way  to  run  our  country.  I  don't  think  we  need  the 
bureaucrats  in  Washington  teUing  Bob  Bennett  or  the  local  mayors  how  to 
run  their  respective  responsibilities.  Local  control— the  people  that  you  know 
are  infinitely  better  prepared  to  do  the  job  than  somebody  on  the  banks  of  the 
Potomac. 

And  then  I  think  it  is  important  that  we  make  a  special  effort  to  make 
certain  and  to  make  positive  that  individuals  have  a  growth  of  freedom  rather 
than  the  heavy  hand  of^government. 

The  third  century  of  our  country  ought  to  emphasize  the  freedom  of  the 
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individual.  We  are  all  different.  We  shouldn't  have  mass  education.  We  shouldn't 
have  mass  government.  We  shouldn't  have  mass  labor  unions.  We  shouldn't 
have  ourselves  computerized  according  to  v^hat  some  machine  says. 

The  strength  of  America  has  been  its  diversity.  The  beauty  of  Joseph's  coat 
is  its  many  colors.  That  is  the  strength  of  America. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  7:45  p.m.  in  the  ball-  remarks,  he  referred  to  Jack  Ranson,  Kansas  State 
room  at  the  Ramada  Inn  Southwest.  In  his  opening       Republican  chairman. 
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Remarks  at  a  Republican  Party  Fundraising  Dinner  in 
Kansas  City,  Missouri.     September  12,  1975 

Than\  you,  Button.  Governor  Kit  Bond,  Lieutenant  Governor  Bill  Phelps,  ]ac\ 
Danforth,  Gene  Taylor,  Lowell  McCuskey,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

It  is  really  great  to  be  here,  and  I  appreciate  no  end  the  more  than  generous 
observations  and  conclusions.  We  have  got  a  long  way  to  go  between  now  and 
November  of  1976,  but  I  can't  help  but  reminisce  a  bit  that  it  was  the  Middle 
West  that  kind  of  got  me  started  back  in  1965  on  my  interest  in,  and  success  in, 
the  Republican  leadership  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  And  I  guess  I  am 
a  little  nostalgic  about  what  the  Middle  West  can  do  in  1976,  based  on  a  little 
history. 

So,  I  thank  the  kind  words  from  Dutton  and  I  am  most  grateful  for  the  very 
warm  reception,  and  I  thank  all  of  you  for  being  here. 

Let  me  say  that  I  have  a  prepared  text  here,  and  as  my  friends  from  the  press 
know,  on  occasion  I  don't  use  it.  [Laughter^  So,  I  am  not  going  to  use  it  tonight. 
They  have  written  all  their  stories,  and  it  will  be  in  the  papers,  but  I  will  just 
talk  to  you  as  friends. 

First,  let  me  congratulate  all  of  you  in  the  great  State  of  Missouri  for  the 
outstanding  Governor  that  you  have  in  Kit  Bond.  Over  a  long  period  of  time, 
I  have  seen  Governors  come  and  go,  and  you  get  a  feeling — those  that  are  going 
to  stay  and  make  a  real  record,  yes,  in  their  respective  State,  but  potentially  on  a 
broader  basis.  And  I  say  in  Kit  Bond  you  have  got  a  real  fine  Governor  who 
has  a  great  future. 

Somebody  told  me  when  I  came  to  Missouri  earlier  today  that  Bill  Phelps 
had  a  special  name,  something  like  "Full-time  Phelps."  Well,  I  like  to  see  the 
number  two  man  work  at  the  job  a  hundred  percent,  and  that  is  exactly  what 
Bill  is  doing,  and  congratulations,  Bill. 
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But  you  have  an  opportunity  in  the  State  of  Missouri  in  1976  to  send  a  first- 
class,  outstanding,  young,  attractive,  articulate  United  States  Senator,  and  I  cer- 
tainly hope  you  do  precisely  that  v^ith  Jack  Danforth. 

Gene  Taylor  is  a  man  of  quaHty.  He  has  done  a  fine  job.  But  we  need  a  little 
quantity  from  the  State  of  Missouri  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  I  think 
Gene  v^ould  like  it,  and  believe  me,  it  v^ould  be  a  great  addition  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  if  you  could  add  from  our  side  of  the  aisle  some  new  and 
equally  attractive,  articulate,  able  people.  It  would  help  us  in  1977,  1978,  in 
trying  to  do  some  of  the  affirmative  things  that  must  be  done  if  we  are  to  change 
some  of  the  directions,  if  we  are  to  move  ahead. 

And  so,  in  those  areas  where  there  may  be  some  vacancies  for  one  reason  or 
another,  this  is  a  unique  opportunity  to  get  some  good  candidates  and  to  support 
them  in  the  field,  in  the  precincts,  with  adequate  and  proper  financial  support. 
So,  I  urge  that  Missouri  again  have  more  than  just  one  [Republican]  Member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

I  couldn't  be  happier  that  we  are  having  our  convention  here  in  the  Middle 
West — Kansas  City,  Kansas,  or  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  Aren't  you  all  one 
family  ?  You  worked  hard  to  get  the  convention. 

I  must  tell  a  story.  The  good  Governor  more  or  less  alluded  to  it,  but  I  am 
told — I  am  not  repeating  what  I  said— but  I  am  told  that  yesterday  on  the  floor 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  that  the  Democratic  majority  leader  from  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  got  up  and  started  to  ridicule  the  RepubUcan  decision 
to  come  to  Kansas  City,  and  he  alleged  that  it  was  a  mistake  because  the  last 
Republican  Convention  held  in  Kansas  City  nominated  Herbert  Hoover. 
[Laughter] 

But  then  my  successor  in  the  House  of  Representatives  as  the  minority  leader, 
a  good  Kansan  Middle  Westerner  who  now  lives  in  and  represents  Arizona, 
got  up,  and  he  said  he  understood  why  the  Democrats  were  going  to  New  York 
City.  New  York  City  was  in  serious  financial  problems,  better  known  as  "Debt 
City,"  and  that  was  identical  with  the  philosophy  of  the  Democratic  Party. 

So,  we  are  pleased  and  honored  to  be  invited,  and  I  am  especially  pleased  to 
know  that  we  will  be  out  here  in  August,  and  we  look  forward  to  seeing  you 
then,  if  not  before. 

Now  let  me,  if  I  might,  talk  for  just  a  few  minutes  about  some  of  the  problems 
we  have,  some  of  the  areas  where  we  have  made  some  headway,  and  where  we 
have  been  very  frustrated  and  have  made  little  or  no  success. 

Thirteen  months  ago  when  I  became  President  we  had  a  serious  inflation 
problem— 12  to  14  percent  on  an  annual  basis.  We  were  on  the  brink  of  a 
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serious  recession.  We  have  gone  through  a  very  traumatic  economic  situation  in 
the  last  12  or  13  months.  But  because  vjt  had  a  steady,  forthright  approach  of 
trying  to  do  something  constructive  and  responsible  in  the  area  of  fiscal  policy 
and  because  v^e  have  not  panicked  and  gone  for  a  quick  fix  v^hen  a  permanent 
effort  vv^as  the  better  w^ay  to  go,  ^t  have  made  considerable,  substantial  headv^ay 
in  the  area  of  inflation. 

We  are  dov^n  now  half  of  v^hat  it  w^as  a  year  ago.  That  is  not  good  enough, 
and  it  won't  be  satisfactory.  We  are  going  to  continue  to  try  and  control,  regard- 
less of  the  Congress,  in  the  area  of  fiscal  affairs.  We  are  going  to  try  and  main- 
tain the  kind  of  steadiness  and  forthrightness  and  determination  that  is  essen- 
tial if  we  are  going  to  keep  our  Federal  budget  under  some  degree  of  responsible 
control. 

Now,  I  have  heard  some  criticism  from  some  of  my  good  Democratic  friends. 
They  say  a  $60  billion  deficit  is  too  much.  I  agree.  But  we  are  trying  to  do 
something  about  it,  and  they  have  estabUshed  a  deficit  for  the  current  fiscal  year 
not  at  $60  billion,  or  not  at  less  than  $60  billion,  but  %69  billion,  and  they  have 
already  exceeded  it  by  their  own  actions. 

So,  we  can  say  in  all  honesty  and  sincerity,  based  on  the  record,  that  we  are 
truly  seeking  a  poHcy  of  fiscal  responsibility  and  doing  something  about  it.  All 
we  need  are  more  troops,  people  that  will  stand  up  and  say  that  we  can't  do 
this,  we  have  to  be  responsible  and  serious  about  how  we  handle  the  taxpayer's 
money. 

Yes,  we  have  had  unemployment  much  too  high,  and  we  are  trying  to  do 
something  about  that.  But  there  are  those  who  say  if  you  just  turn  a  spigot,  all 
of  a  sudden  you  can  end  unemployment.  Most  responsible  people  say  there  is 
no  quick  fix.  Most  responsible  people  say  that  you  have  to  seek  to  get  the 
increase  in  employment  out  of  the  private  sector  rather  than  out  of  the  public 
sector. 

And  I  am  glad  to  report  despite  the  fact  that  unemployment  is  still  at  8.4 
percent  that  in  the  last  4  or  5  months — since  March— we  have  added  1,500,000 
more  people  gainfully  employed  in  the  private  sector,  and  we  are  going  to 
have  more  progress  in  that  regard.  And  I  am  convinced  that  if  we  don't  panic, 
if  we  don't  get  irresponsible,  we  can  look  forward  to  a  slow  but  constructive 
decline  in  the  unemployment  figure  as  we  give  individuals  in  the  private  sector 
the  kind  of  employment  that  is  good  for  them  and  good  for  the  country. 

Let  me  speak  for  a  moment,  if  I  could,  about  energy.  As  you  all  know,  in 
1973  there  was  a  blowup  in  the  Middle  East.  The  net  result  was  that  we  had 
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an  oil  embargo  imposed  by  the  OPEC  nations.  It  triggered  substantial  increases 
in  oil  prices. 

We  were  first  strained  to  get  any  oil,  and  then  after  the  settlement  in  the 
Middle  East  the  prices  zoomed.  Whereas  in  1972  we  were  spending  for  foreign 
oil  about  $3  billion  a  year,  after  the  price  increase  following  the  embargo,  today 
we  are  spending  $25  billion  a  year,  paying  it  to  OPEC,  which  means,  if  you 
translate  it  into  the  figures  of  an  individual  family,  it  means  that  every  individual 
family  is  paying  today  about  $350  more  a  year  for  fuel,  and  it  is  all  going  overseas 
to  OPEC. 

Wouldn't  it  be  better  to  have  those  extra  prices  paid  to  American  oil  producers 
rather  than  paying  them  overseas? 

Now,  how  are  we  going  to  solve  our  energy  problem? 

First  we  have  to  recognize  that  we  are  extremely  vulnerable  to  foreign  oil 
cartels.  If  they  wanted  to  turn  the  spigot  tomorrow,  our  whole  economic  prog- 
ress in  the  last  6  or  8  months  would  go  down  the  drain,  and  they  could  because 
today  we  buy  roughly  40  percent  of  our  oil  overseas.  So,  what  we  in  America 
have  to  do  is  become  invulnerable  to  foreign  oil  dictates. 

Now,  how  do  you  do  that?  You  conserve  on  the  one  hand— and  it  must  be 
admitted  that  the  United  States,  because  energy  was  very  cheap  for  many,  many 
years,  we  have  wasted  it,  we  have  squandered  it,  we  haven't  been  careful  how 
we  used  it,  so  we  have  to  conserve.  And  there  are  many  things  each  of  us  indi- 
vidually and  businesses  can  do  and  governments  can  do,  but  in  addition  to 
that,  we  have  to  produce  more  at  home. 

You  can't  produce  more  if  you  aren't  going  to  let  people  get  a  return  on  their 
investment.  Oh,  I  know  it  is  very  easy  for  the  demagogs  to  get  up  and  make 
the  speeches  which  Gene  Taylor  has  heard  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  I  have  heard  innumerable  times,  but  it  is  pure  demagoguery.  You  don't 
increase  production  by  controlling  prices.  All  you  do  is  spread  a  scarcity,  that 
is  what  you  really  do. 

So,  we  have  to  find  an  answer  on  the  short  haul  to  increase  production 
domestically.  In  January  of  this  year,  I  submitted  to  the  Congress  a  200-page 
bill  that  was  a  comprehensive  energy  program  that  would  have  conserved, 
produced  more,  and  it  would  have  given  us  the  wherewithal  to  increase  our 
research  and  development  in  some  of  the  exotic  areas— geothermal,  solar,  and 
the  rest. 

Isn't  it  hard  to  beUeve  that  since  January  of  this  year,  there  hasn't  been  one 
meaningful  energy  bill  passed  by  the  Congress?  Not  one.  Isn't  that  right.  Gene? 
Not  one.  It  is  unforgiveable.  And  if  the  Congress  doesn't  do  something,  they 
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are  going  to  be  responsible  for  the  increasing  vulnerability  of  this  country  to 
foreign  oil  cartels. 

Now,  I  would  rather  have  an  answer  than  a  political  issue,  and  we  have  gone 
the  last  mile,  we  have  gone  better  than  50  percent  trying  to  get  an  answer,  and 
in  all  honesty,  so  far  there  hasn't  been  any  progress  on  their  part. 

Well,  we  have  got  another  60  days,  or  we  are  about  to  get  60  days.  I  can  recall 
vividly  in,  I  think  it  was  February,  they  pleaded  with  me  to  give  them  60  days, 
they  would  pass  an  energy  program.  That  60  days  passes.  Then  they  wanted 
another  time  limit.  Then  they  wanted  another  time  limit.  And  the  net  result 
is  zero. 

Well,  all  I  am  saying  is  the  American  people  are  smarter  than  the  politicians. 
They  know  we  have  an  energy  problem.  They  know  we  have  to  do  something 
about  it.  They  won't  tolerate  being  vulnerable  to  foreign  sources,  and  we  are 
going  to  get  it  somehow,  someway,  because  America  needs  it,  and  America 
deserves  strength  at  home  in  the  energy  field. 

Now,  let  me,  if  I  might,  talk  about  something  that  some  of  our  columnist 
friends  have  written  about.  They  have  said  I  have  vetoed  37  bills  passed  by  the 
Congress,  and  they  make  it  an  evil  thing. 

I  am  glad  I  did  because  I  think  we  have  achieved  some  higher  degree  of 
fiscal  responsibility  in  vetoing.  Some  people  allege  that  a  veto  is  a  negative  act. 
I  am  sure  you  have  been  accused  of  that,  haven't  you.  Kit,  that  you  are  against 
progress,  that  it  is  negative  and,  therefore,  something  awfully  evil  about  it. 

First,  let  me  say  that  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  there  is  the 
authority  given  to  the  President  to  veto,  so  it  is  a  constitutional  right  of  the 
President.  And  our  forefathers  were  so  wise  to  give  that  veto  authority  constitu- 
tionally, because  every  once  in  a  while  a  Congress  acts  very  irresponsibly,  and  a 
veto  is  a  power  given  by  the  Constitution  to  tell  the  Congress  maybe  you  made 
a  mistake,  maybe  you  ought  to  take  a  little  time  and  think  about  it,  maybe  you 
ought  to  correct  the  error  that  you  made,  and  oftentimes  it  works  out  that  way. 

Let  me  give  you  one  concrete  example.  Sometime  early  in  the  spring  I  rec- 
ommended $1,900  milUon  for  a  summer  youth  program  and  a  pubHc  service 
employment  program.  The  Congress  took  1.9  billion  recommendation  by  me 
and  added  $2  billion,  with  a  whole  batch  of  totally  irrelevant  logrolling,  pork- 
barrel  projects.  So,  I  vetoed  it.  It  was  sustained  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  they  came  back  with  virtually  the  bill  that  I  recommended. 

Now,  we  have  done  this  on  a  number  of  occasions,  and  the  net  result,  accord- 
ing to  the  statisticians,  is  we  have  saved  $6  billion  in  taxpayers'  money.  I  think 
that  was  worth  the  effort. 
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What  I  am  saying  is  that  domestically  it  has  been  a  hard  fight.  It  hasn't  been 
pleasant,  but  we  have  made  headway  by  being  candid,  forthright,  determined, 
and  I  think  the  public  is  on  our  side — I  think  not  only  Republicans  but 
Independents. 

And  as  a  result  I  believe  we  have  created  the  climate  that  gives  our  party  and 
our  candidates  an  opportunity  to  run  on  a  record  of  responsibility  fiscally,  a 
party  that  has  a  record  of  trying  to  do  what  was  right  and  not  necessarily  what 
was  political. 

Now,  we  are  going  to  continue  in  the  domestic  area  of  trying  to  be  straight- 
forward, firm,  openminded.  In  the  field  of  foreign  policy,  we  are  going  to  con- 
tinue our  efforts  of  trying  to  negotiate  rather  than  confront,  and  the  best  evi- 
dence of  that  is  what  was  achieved  in  the  last  few  weeks  in  getting  two  nations 
together  that  couldn't  in  the  past  agree — Egypt  and  Israel — to  setde  the  problem 
in  the  Middle  East. 

And  I  give  full  credit  to  the  genius  of  Henry  Kissinger,  who  did  a  superb 
job  in  taking  two  longstanding  nations  of  vast  differences,  and  the  net  result 
is  we  have  made  progress  toward  peace  in  that  very  volatile,  difficult  area.  But 
wherever  we  go  around  the  world,  we  are  going  to  keep  the  pressure  on,  the 
pressure  on  for  peace  with  strength,  fairness,  and  I  believe  the  record  will  be 
one  on  the  plus  side. 

But  what  makes  it  possible  for  us  to  have  that  capability  is  very  simple.  It  is 
a  military  program  second  to  none,  not  to  wage  war,  but  to  ensure  the  peace. 
I  know  from  my  negotiations  and  discussions  with  world  leaders  they  respect 
us  because  we  are  strong.  They  will  work  with  us  because  we  are  able.  And 
therefore,  it  is  extremely  important  that  America  maintain  an  Army,  a  Navy, 
an  Air  Force,  and  Marines  that  is  second  to  none,  not  for  war,  but  for  peace. 
And  that  is  what  we  have. 

One  final  observation,  if  I  might.  I  have  made  quite  a  campaign  about  trying 
to  get  the  Government  off  your  back,  whether  it  is  through  the  executive 
branch  or  through  the  regulatory  agencies.  I  am  not  advocating  all  regulation— 
certainly  not  that  that  involves  health  and  safety — stripped,  but  there  are  some 
obsolete  regulations,  there  are  some  obsolete  laws,  there  are  some  bureaucrats 
that  hang  on  to  power  like  they  had  to  have  it  to  live. 

We  are  going  to  get  rid  of  some  of  these  things.  We  are  going  to  get  rid 
of  them,  because  during  a  period  of  time  within  the  last  25  years,  to  my  own 
personal  knowledge,  there  was  this  effort  made  to  expand  controls  and  to 
increase  regulation. 

I  used  to  sit  in  the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  I  would 
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listen  to  these  arguments  about  they  had  to  do  this  for  the  people  and  they 
had  to  do  that  for  the  people  and  so  forth. 

I  was  reminded  one  time  of  a  saying  that  was  given  to  me  a  good  many 
years  ago  of  a  man  who  said,  "Don't  ever  forget  that  a  government  big  enough 
to  give  you  everything  you  want  is  a  government  big  enough  to  take  from  you 
everything  you  have." 

I  thank  you  all  for  being  here  and  supporting  and  making  the  party  fiscally 
solvent  in  the  great  State  of  Missouri. 

I  thank  you  all  for  the  friendship  you  have  given  and  the  hospitality  that 
you  have  expressed.  I  love  Kit  Bond  and  Jack  Danforth,  and  I  love  Gene  Taylor. 
I  just  hope  that  you  will  send  them  back  for  the  good  of  Missouri,  but  for  the 
good  of  the  country. 

I  can't  say  that  I  am  going  to  wish  you  well  on  October  4,  however,  in  Ann 
Arbor,  Michigan.  I  know  you  will  play  very  well,  and  you  will  be  treated 
extremely  well.  I  have  played  a  few  ball  games  in  that  stadium.  But  let  me 
say  I  love  Missourians,  and  I  thank  you  for  the  wonderful  day  and  the  fine 
evening. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

DTE:  The  President  spoke  at  10; 
iternational  Ballroom  at  the  Alarm 
In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Lowell  McCuskey, 


note:  The  President  spoke  at   10:09  p.m.  in  the       Missouri   State   Republican   chairman,   and   Dutton 
International  Ballroom  at  the  Alameda  Plaza  Hotel.       Brookfield,  chairman  of  the  dinner. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  on  Arrival  at  Dallas,  Texas. 
September  13,  1975 

IT  IS  very  nice  to  be  in  Dallas,  and  we  are  looking  forv^ard  to  not  only  the  con- 
vention but  SMU  and  a  nice  luncheon,  and  then  we  go  on  to  Midland.  So,  we 
look  forward  to  a  full  and  a  most  enjoyable  day  here  in  the  great  State  of  Texas. 
If  you  have  any — I  won't  look  at  you,  Walt  [Walter  Rodgers,  Associated  Press 
Radio].  [Laughter] 

Reporter.  How  do  you  feel  your  protection  has  been  all  along,  Mr.  President? 

The  President.  It  has  been  great.  The  people  have  been  so  wonderful  that  I 
just  felt  happy  from  the  day  we  started  until  we  finish  here  in  Texas. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Q.  Concerning  your  stay  in  Dallas,  did  it  ever  enter  your  mind,  before  you 
came  here,  what  happened  here  12  years  ago.^^ 

The  President.  Quite  frankly,  I  hadn't  thought  about  it  until  you  mentioned 
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it.  I  have  always  come  to  Dallas  and  had  a  very  warm  reception,  and  it  never 
entered  my  mind. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  Warren  Commission  should  reopen  in  view  of  the 
things  that  have  been  revealed  in  Dallas  in  the  last  few  weeks  ? 

The  President.  I  haven't  seen  any  new  evidence  that  would  justify  a  reopen- 
ing. The  Warren  Commission  did  an  excellent  job.  We  assembled  all  the  evi- 
dence that  was  available,  and  based  on  that  evidence,  I  think  the  right  decision 
was  made.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  unwise — unless  there  is  some  new 
and  very  important  evidence  brought  to  Ught— that  it  would  be  unwise  to  re- 
open the  hearing. 

Q.  What  about  the  destruction  of  the  letter  ?  ^ 

The  President.  I  think  if  you  go  back  into  all  of  the  evidence  that  was  accu- 
mulated by  the  Warren  Commission,  that  every  bit  of  significant  evidence  was 
pulled  together  by  the  investigators,  analyzed  by  the  staff  and  by  the  Commis- 
sion. As  I  said  a  moment  ago,  I  don't  think  there  has  been  any  additional  signifi- 
cant evidence  that  has  been  turned  up  that  would  change  the  basic  decisions 
made  by  the  Warren  Commission. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:37  a.m.  at  Love  Field. 
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Remarks  in  Dallas  at  the  Biennial  Convention  of  the  National 
Federation  of  Republican  Women. 
September  13,  1975 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Connie,  Mary  Louise,  Senator  John  Tower,  dis- 
tinguished Members  of  the  Congress — Bill  Archer,  Alan  Steelman,  Jim  Collins, 
Fran\  Gaston,  Jac\  Kemp — Governor  Bond: 

Thanks  very  much.  Kit,  for  the  w^onderful  day  that  v^e  had  in  the  State  of 
Missouri  yesterday.  It  v^as  just  a  terrific  day,  and  I  thank  you  and  your  wife, 
Carolyn,  for  your  kindness  and  hospitality. 

Anne  Armstrong,  it  is  vv^onderful  to  see  you.  We  thank  you  for  the  super  job 
that  you  did  for  so  long.  It  is  nice  to  be  in  your  State. 

^  According  to  testimony  by  a  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  official  given  before  a  subcommittee  of  the 
House  Judiciary  Committee  on  October  21,  1975,  Lee  Harvey  Oswald  visited  the  FBI's  Dallas  Office  several 
days  prior  to  the  assassination  of  President  John  F.  Kennedy  on  November  22,  1963,  and  left  a  note  v^rarn- 
ing  an  FBI  agent  to  desist  from  further  interviews  with  Oswald's  wife.  Shordy  thereafter,  the  note  was 
destroyed  in  the  Dallas  Office  and  thus  was  not  available  for  examination  during  the  deliberations  of  the 
Warren  Commission. 
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Let  me  thank  all  of  you  for  the  especially  warm  and  friendly  welcome.  I  have 
heard  nothing  but  wonderful  comments  about  the  convention — the  enthusiasm, 
the  dedication,  and  the  conviction. 

You  know,  there  is  a  slogan  that  says,  "Never  underestimate  the  power  of  a 
woman."  I  can  assure  you  the  National  Federation  is  an  organization  of  Repub- 
Ucan  women  whose  power,  prestige,  perception,  and  purpose  will  never  be 
underestimated  by  anyone.  I  know  it.  You  know  it.  And  next  year  a  lot  of 
Democratic  candidates  are  going  to  know  it,  too. 

First,  let  me  thank  President  Connie  Armitage  for  her  introduction,  and  let 
me  also  thank  Connie  on  behalf  of  all  Republicans  for  her  quarter  century  of 
outstanding  contribution  to  our  party.  Connie,  you  have  made  excellence  look 
all  too  easy. 

But  the  Federation  has  always  been  very  rich  in  exceptional  leadership,  and 
I  know  that  Pat  Utar  will  continue  this  great  tradition  of  outstanding  executive 
achievement.  As  one  chief  executive  to  another,  I  pledge,  Pat,  my  fullest  coopera- 
tion in  putting  our  party's  principles  to  work  throughout  the  length  and  the 
breadth  of  this  United  States. 

The  Republican  Party,  its  men  and  women,  will  be  facing  an  historical  chal- 
lenge next  year.  Nineteen  seventy-six  will  determine  whether  we  can  regain  our 
numbers,  our  stature,  our  effectiveness  on  the  national  political  scene,  or  whether 
America  is  truly  on  the  road  to  one-party  rule.  To  meet  this  challenge,  we  need 
the  spirit,  the  determination,  and  above  all,  the  talent  of  all  Republicans.  We 
need  your  help,  as  I  have  gotten  that  wonderful  help  over  the  years  from  the 
Michigan  delegation  here  at  this  time. 

Frankly,  I  have  had  it  with  the  negative  attitude  that  would  write  a  self- 
fulfilling  prophesy  of  doom  for  America.  I  have  heard  much  too  much  from 
people  who  say  everything  is  falling  apart,  how  the  quality  of  life  in  America 
is  sUding  downhill,  how  the  dollar  is  worthless,  how  muggers  and  murderers 
have  driven  everyone  behind  locked  doors,  and  how  even  the  President  of  the 
United  States  should  stop  visiting  public  places  and  seeing  the  American  people. 

I  have  had  it  with  that  attitude.  I  did  not  take  the  sacred  oath  of  office  to 
preside  over  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  United  States  of  America.  I  most 
emphatically  reject  the  scenario  of  pessimism.  In  contrast,  I  look  to  the  future 
and  to  building  upon  the  proud  past  of  America. 

In  America's  first  century,  a  young  nation  forged  political  institutions  respon- 
sive to  the  people.  Unity  grew  from  diversity. 

Our  second  century  transformed  America  into  the  most  productive  nation 
that  ever  existed.  America  vibrated  with  pioneer  courage,  the  achievements  of 
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industry,  agriculture,  and  free  trade  unions,  the  incentives  of  the  free  enterprise 
system,  and  the  sharing  of  gains  at  both  home  and  abroad. 

Our  third  century  begins  in  less  than  a  year.  Let  this  new  era  be  one  of 
fulfillment  for  the  individual.  I  see  a  century  devoted  to  the  quality  of  personal 
and  family  and  community  life.  I  see  people  solving  problems  rather  than 
wallov^ing  in  despair.  I  see  our  people  making  their  own  decisions  rather  than 
abdicating  their  future  to  the  massive  big  brother  governmental  structures  or 
turning  their  lives  to  the  1984  nightmare  script  of  what  our  third  century 
could  be. 

It  is  my  fervent  conviction  that  a  government  big  enough  to  give  you  every- 
thing you  want  is  a  government  big  enough  to  take  from  you  everything  you 
have. 

I  ask  you  to  share  my  vision  of  a  third  American  century  in  which  the 
individual,  not  the  government,  makes  personal  choices.  I  am  confident  that 
the  American  spirit  that  brought  us  to  our  200th  birthday  has  produced  men 
and  women  who  are  determined  to  prevail  over  the  agencies  and  bureaus  of 
government  that  would  reduce  human  beings  to  computerized  abstractions. 

I  see  American  individualism  as  the  sentinel  of  1976  standing  watch  over 
the  future.  Never  forget  that  in  America  our  sovereign  is  the  citizen.  The  govern- 
ment exists  to  serve  the  people.  Government  must  never  become  an  unresponsive 
monstrosity  that  masters  everyone  and  is  responsive  to  no  one. 

My  vision  of  America's  third  century  is  a  time  of  achievement  rather  than 
apathy,  fostering  human  growth  and  spiritual  and  moral  greatness. 

Two  centuries  of  struggle  won  for  America  a  great  measure  of  political  and 
economic  independence,  and  I  am  proud  to  be  President  of  a  free  government 
that  checks  and  balances  its  own  excesses.  I  am  proud  of  a  free  economic  system 
which  corrects  its  own  errors,  controlled  by  the  marketplace  of  free  and  enlight- 
ened consumers. 

I  am  especially  proud  to  be  a  member  of  a  political  party  that  cherishes  the 
individual  and  believes  in  government  that  does  for  the  individual  only  that 
which  he  or  she  cannot  achieve  alone.  That  is  what  freedom  is  all  about. 

Let  me  add  at  this  point,  if  I  might,  a  matter  of  deep  concern  to  me,  a  matter 
that  I  am  positive  is  of  deep  concern  to  all  those  here  and  214  million  Americans. 
We  have  tried  hard,  we  have  written  laws,  we  have  appropriated  money  to 
accomplish  quality  education  for  the  young  in  America.  In  1954  the  courts  of 
this  country  decided  that  one  way,  in  their  estimation,  to  achieve  that  was 
court-ordered  forced  busing.  Now,  regardless  of  how  we  individually  may  feel, 
the  law  of  the  land  must  be  upheld. 
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But  if  I  could  give  you  a  view  that  I  have  expressed,  not  just  recently  but  for 
10  or  more  years,  there  is  a  better  way  to  achieve  quaUty  education  in  America 
than  by  forced  busing.  We  can  and  we  will  find  a  better  way. 

We  can  increase  pupil-teacher  ratios.  We  can  improve  faciUties,  have  more 
and  better  equipment,  rely  more  heavily  on  the  neighborhood  school  concept. 
There  is  a  way,  and  we  must  find  it. 

Our  forebears  who  founded  this  great  Nation  were  driven  by  a  passion  to  be 
individuals.  They  created  a  system  of  government  that  gave  form  and  sub- 
stance to  that  revolutionary  goal.  But  then  the  politicians  and  the  theorists  began 
to  intrude  upon  this  individuality  with  theories  that  big  government  and  Federal 
spending  could  cure  every  social  evil. 

They  began  to  preach  that  our  free  enterprise  system  needed  oppressive  gov- 
ernment rules  and  regulations  to  protect  the  individual.  They  started  a  trend 
that  now  threatens  to  engulf  us  as  individuals  as  well  as  the  entire  Nation.  A 
trickle  of  Federal  spending  for  human  needs  has  become  a  tidal  wave  under 
Democratic  Congressional  action. 

Some  laws  needed  to  promote  competition  have  become  a  maze  of  regulations 
that  are  strangling  our  economic  system.  Every  new  dollar  appropriated,  every 
new  law  that  fetters  free  enterprise  erodes  personal  freedom.  We  are  losing  that 
freedom  that  made  it  possible  to  build  this,  a  truly  great  Nation. 

The  flood  of  Federal  spending  covers  a  wide  range  of  income  redistribution 
programs — ^programs  enacted  by  the  Congress  under  which  a  qualified  system 
is  automatically  entitled  to  specific  benefits.  Some  of  these  programs  are  neces- 
sary and  commendable,  but  in  this  fiscal  year  those  laws  enacted  by  the  Congress 
will  total  in  a  12-month  period  more  than  $168  billion.  They  will  eat  up  more 
than  45  percent  of  total  Federal  expenditures. 

Ever-increasing  government  spending  for  all  social  programs  literally  threat- 
ens our  whole  economy.  If  that  spending  grows  at  the  rate  of  the  last  20  years, 
by  the  year  2000  half  of  the  people  in  this  Nation  will  be  living  off  the  other 
half.  That  will  significantly  change  our  form  of  government.  This  trend  must 
be  reversed,  and  it  will  be  reversed. 

Everybody  here  knows  my  record  in  the  Congress,  where  I  was  fortunate 
to  win  five  "Watchdog  of  the  Treasury"  awards,  every  year  they  were  issued 
while  I  was  a  Member  of  the  Congress. 

In  the  White  House  I  have  continued  to  fight  the  big  spenders,  but  it  takes  a 
little  time  to  undo  the  damage  caused  by  25  years  of  reckless  Democratic  spend- 
ing. And  if  not  stopped,  this  Democratic  Congress  will  balloon  this  year's  budget 
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deficit  to  $70  billion,  $80  billion,  or  even  possibly  $100  billion.  Are  you  going 
to  let  that  happen  ? 

The  only  weapon  available  to  outnumbered  Congressional  Republicans  is 
the  veto.  I  have  used  it,  and  if  necessary,  I  w^ill  use  it  again  and  again  and  again. 

These  vetoes  are  positive.  The  framers  of  our  Constitution  intended  that  they 
should  be.  The  experts  tell  me  that  my  vetoes  in  this  year  alone  w^ill  save  tax- 
payers some  $6  billion  by  1977.  I  think  that  is  positive  action  by  any  standard. 

In  addition,  these  vetoes  have  resulted  often  in  far  better  legislation.  When  I 
vetoed  irresponsible  bills  and  enough  Congressmen  agreed  to  sustain  the  veto, 
the  Congress  was  forced  to  come  up  with  better  bills,  more  or  less  along  the 
original  lines  that  I  proposed. 

Senator  Tower  knows  that  in  the  housing  bill.  Others  on  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  know  that  when  Congress— on  a  bill  that  I  felt  had  to  provide 
for  summer  youth  employment— a  reasonable,  necessary  budget  request  for 
$1,900  million— the  Congress  loaded  it  up  and  larded  it  up  with  another  $2 
bilUon  in  unnecessary  porkbarrel  spending.  I  had  a  veto,  and  the  Congress  sus- 
tained it,  and  we  came  back  with  a  reasonable  figure. 

What  I  am  trying  to  say  is  that  a  veto  can  be  used  for  affirmative  action  as  the 
drafters  of  the  Constitution  provided  in  that  document. 

Now,  I  have  heard  that  some  of  the  wild-spending,  more  liberal  Democrats 
in  the  Congress  want  to  switch  billions,  billions  of  dollars  from  national  de- 
fense— money  for  the  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  and  Marines — into  more  social 
programs.  That  would  be  dead  wrong.  If  they  don't  already  know  it,  I  am 
going  to  fight  them  every  step  of  the  way. 

As  we  approach  the  campaign  year  of  1976,  the  air  will  soon  be  filled  with 
the  voices  of  candidates,  the  rumbles  of  bandwagons,  and  questions  of  pollsters. 
Pollsters  aren't  the  only  ones  who  will  be  asking  some  questions.  Here  this 
morning,  I  have  some  questions  of  my  own  to  ask. 

Do  you  want  your  President  to  accept,  without  a  fight,  budget-busting  appro- 
priation bills  ?  Let's  put  it  another  way.  Do  you  want  to  be  deep  in  the  heart 
of  Texas  or  deep  in  the  heart  of  taxes  ?  [Laughter] 

Another  question.  Do  you  want  your  President  to  open  the  United  States 
Treasury  to  every  city  that  hasn't  or  won't  responsibly  manage  its  fiscal  affairs  ? 

Do  you  want  your  President  to  roll  over  and  play  dead  while  Congress  passes 
more  and  more  legislation  to  strangle  free  enterprise? 

Do  you  want  your  President  to  go  along  with  those  who  abdicate  State  and 
local  responsibility  to  a  massive  Federal  bureaucracy.'^ 
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Do  you  want  your  President  to  accept  legislation  that  will  continue  America's 
dependence  on  unreliable  foreign  oil  ? 

Do  you  want  your  President  to  accept,  without  a  fight,  slashes  in  our  defense 
program  that  would  make  America  number  two  in  a  world  where  only  number 
one  counts? 

As  Americans  concerned  about  the  future  of  this  great  Nation,  your  Repub- 
lican answer  to  every  one  of  those  questions  has  been  a  resounding  no,  and  I 
thank  you  for  it. 

I  agree  with  you,  and  I  intend  to  fight  with  everything  at  my  command  to 
make  sure  that  we  have  fiscal  responsibility  in  government,  a  vigorous  free 
enterprise  system,  a  strong  national  defense,  local  control  over  local  affairs,  and 
preservation  of  personal  freedom  for  the  individual. 

Today,  the  Republican  Party  and  the  American  people  are  in  tune  and  in 
step,  and  they  are  an  unbeatable  combination.  With  your  talent  and  with  your 
enthusiasm  and  with  your  help,  we  can  make  1976  a  year  all  Republicans  and 
Independents  will  remember  and  Democrats  may  never  forget. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11  a.m.  at  the  Dallas       and  Anne  L.  Armstrong,  Counsellor  to  the  Presi- 
Convention  Center.  In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to       dent  1973-74. 
Mary  Louise  Smith,  Republican  national  chairman, 

560 

Address  at  a  Southern  Methodist  University  Convocation. 

September  13 ,  1973 

Chancellor  Tate,  President  Zumberge,  Senator  Tower,  Congressman  Steelman, 
Secretary  Clements,  members  of  the  faculty,  student  body,  alumni,  and  guests: 

It  is  really  a  very  great  honor  and  a  very  high  privilege  for  me  to  be  here  this 
afternoon,  and  I  thank  you,  Chancellor  Tate,  and  those  in  authority  for  giving 
me  this  honorary  degree. 

I  couldn't  help  but  think,  as  you  suggested,  that  I  might  try  out  for  and 
hopefully  help  the  SMU  football  team.  [Laughter]  You  are  extending  an  invi- 
tation that  is  not  justified.  I  played  football  at  the  University  of  Michigan  so 
far  back  it  was  back  v^hen  the  ball  was  round.  [Laughter]  That  wouldn't  help 
you  very  much  against  Florida  tonight. 

Just  before  I  left  Washington  yesterday  morning,  I  did  receive  a  bit  of  very 
good  news.  Bill  Clements,  our  Deputy  Secretary  of  Defense  as  well  as  the 
former  chairman  of  SMU's  board  of  governors,  informed  me  that  I  had  been 
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named  the  first  and  only  honorary  member  of  your  sensational  Mustang  Band. 
All  I  can  say  is,  I  have  always  been  proud  to  be  a  Ford.  In  the  future,  I  will  be 
even  more  proud  to  be  a  Ford  Mustang.  [Laughter] 

I  am  honored  to  address  this  opening  autumn  convocation  beginning  the 
historic  year  of  SMU's  »60th  anniversary  as  well  as  your  participation  in  the 
national  Bicentennial. 

I  am  extremely  pleased  to  congratulate  your  new  President,  Dr.  Jim  Zum- 
berge.  As  he  indicated,  I  have  known  Jim  from  his  very  first  days  as  first  presi- 
dent of  Grand  Valley  State  College  in  Michigan  in  the  district  that  I  had  the 
honor  of  representing  for  some  25  years.  He  started  that  school  literally  from 
a  cornfield,  and  now  through  capabilities  and  experience  and  talent,  it  is  great 
to  see  him  here  as  the  new  president  of  this  great  university. 

I  knew  Jim  not  only  as  a  distinguished  educator  and  scientist  but  as  an 
American  who  believes  in  the  possibilities  of  the  human  individual.  I  am  confi- 
dent that  under  his  presidency,  SMU  will  instill  into  the  Bicentennial  year  a 
vision  of  the  future — a  vision  that  typifies  the  great  State  of  Texas  and  this 
distinguished  university  which  has  done  so  much  to  demonstrate  what  is  right 
with  America.  And  I  have  no  doubt  whatsoever  that  Texas  will  instill  in  your 
distinguished  new  president  an  even  greater  appreciation  of  what  is  right  with 
Texas. 

I  have  always  felt  very  much  at  home  in  Texas,  because  I  admire  so  much 
of  the  Texas  spirit  and  Texas  accomplishments.  There  is  a  touch  of  Texas  in 
all  Americans,  and  I  am  not  immune  to  the  Stardust  cast  by  the  Lone  Star  State. 

In  Texas  everything  is  possible.  And  there  is  just  enough  Texas  optimism  in 
me  to  believe  in  America — to  believe  that  in  America  not  only  is  everything 
possible  but  our  fate  as  a  nation  is  in  our  own  hands. 

The  prophets  of  gloom  and  doom  have  predicted  that  the  quality  of  life  in 
America  will  worsen,  that  democracy  as  we  know  it  is  finished,  that  we  face 
economic  collapse,  that  we  are  either  being  poisoned  by  the  food  or  will  starve 
to  death,  that  criminals  are  capturing  our  cities,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  no  longer  safe  in  greeting  citizens  in  the  Nation's  communities,  that 
if  the  earthquake  doesn't  get  us  an  ice  age  will.  I  strongly  reject  such  pessimistic 
scenarios. 

I  would  like  to  share  with  you  today  something  of  my  own  vision  for  the 
future.  I  would  build  upon  our  proud  past. 

In  America's  first  century  we  developed  political  institutions  responsive  to  the 
people.  A  great  nation  was  painfully  consoUdated  with  unity  growing  from 
diversity. 
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Our  second  century  transformed  an  underdeveloped  country  into  the  most 
productive  nation  that  ever  existed.  America  reflected  the  pioneer  spirit,  the 
achievements  of  industry,  agriculture,  the  incentives  of  free  enterprise,  the  con- 
tributions of  free  trade  unions,  and  the  vv^idespread  sharing  of  economic  gains 
both  at  home  and  abroad. 

As  y/t  approach  our  third  century,  I  see  this  era  as  one  of  the  fulfillment  of 
the  individual  citizen.  I  see  a  century  devoted  to  education,  w^hich  equips  young 
men  and  vv^omen,  like  the  students  of  SMU,  to  make  their  ov^n  decisions  rather 
than  permit  their  future  to  be  programed  by  massive  government  structures 
that  an  imaginative  v^riter  foresavv^  for  1984 — a  nightmarish  fantasy  of  v^hat  our 
third  century  could  be. 

It  is  my  deepest  conviction  that  a  government  big  enough  to  give  you  every- 
thing you  w^ant  is  a  government  big  enough  to  take  from  you  everything  you 
have. 

Let  us  usher  in  a  third  century  in  w^hich  the  individual  rather  than  the  govern- 
ment makes  personal  choices  and  decides  how^  individual  income  is  to  be  spent. 
Men  and  women  must  prevail  over  the  endless  agencies  and  bureaus  that  w^ould 
reduce  human  beings  to  computerized  abstractions  and  program  people  into 
numbers  and  statistics. 

I  place  a  high  premium  on  creativity,  originality,  and  your  right  to  differen- 
tiate yourself  from  the  mass.  Today's  mounting  danger  is  from  mass  government, 
mass  education,  and  mass  technology,  and  -wt  must  not  let  them  prevail. 

I  am  determined  to  do  everything  in  my  power  to  prevent  conformist  pressures 
from  smothering  individual  expression  or  stifling  individual  opportunity.  Indi- 
viduaUsm  must  stand  as  the  sentinel  of  1976  against  the  monolithic  threat  of 
sameness  in  our  society. 

Never  forget  that  in  America  our  sovereign  is  the  citizen.  The  governments 
and  institutions  exist  to  serve  people.  The  state  is  a  servant  of  the  individual.  It 
must  never  become  an  anonymous  monstrosity  that  masters  everyone  and  is 
responsive  to  no  one.  These  propositions  are  the  foundations  of  our  Bicentennial. 

My  vision  of  America's  third  century  is  one  of  an  era  of  achievements  rather 
than  apathy,  of  fostering  the  ennobhng  and  transcendental  qualities  of  the  indi- 
vidual spirit  rather  than  building  huge  new  bureaucracies. 

Two  centuries  of  sacrifices  and  struggle,  of  conflict  and  compromise,  have 
won  an  unprecedented  measure  of  political  and  economic  independence  for 
each  of  us.  I  am  proud  to  be  the  President  of  a  free  government  that  checks  and 
balances  its  own  excesses. 
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I  am  proud  of  our  free  economic  system  which  corrects  its  own  errors,  con- 
trolled by  the  marketplace  of  free  and  enlightened  consumers. 

I  am  especially  proud  of  the  role  of  free  education  in  preserving  individuality. 
Education  is  vital  to  my  vision  of  our  third  century.  Only  education  can  equip 
individuals  to  take  responsibility  for  their  own  lives  in  the  face  of  pressures  of 
mass  systems  of  society.  Education  must  provide  the  perception  upon  which 
rests  the  quality  of  individuality. 

I  challenge  educators  and  students  to  regain  the  excitement  that  made  America 
great.  Each  generation  brings  a  new  spirit  of  competition,  new  reservoirs  of 
enthusiasm,  new  responses  to  the  humanitarian  needs  of  others,  and  regenerated 
pride  in  personal  independence. 

This  generation  bears  a  very  special  task — the  preservation  of  individualism. 
You  are  the  bulwark  of  individualism.  So  is  your  family.  So  is  your  local  com- 
munity and,  especially,  schools  like  Southern  Methodist  University,  which  join 
the  public  educational  institutions  in  cross-germination  of  ideas. 

My  own  background  included  two  experiences  in  higher  education:  one,  the 
University  of  Michigan,  the  other  Yale  University;  one  public,  the  other  private. 
I  value  both.  I  buy  an  open  market  for  ideas. 

Education  is  the  key  to  diversity  which  will  determine  the  kind  of  people 
we  will  be.  It  must  not  become  a  mass  product.  All  the  armies,  weapons  systems 
of  our  defense  will  mean  absolutely  nothing  without  self-reUant  individuals 
who  retain  the  cherished  qualities  of  Americanism.  That  is  one  great  purpose 
of  education. 

Educated  men  and  women  not  only  provide  answers  to  problems  but  keep 
open  the  options  in  a  society  that  make  life  worth  living.  Our  real  first  line  of 
defense  is  the  quality  of  individual  life — in  moral  and  spiritual  values,  com- 
passion, courage,  love  of  community  and  country,  creativity,  innovation,  enter- 
prise, originality,  and  healthy  sportsmanship,  and  fair,  but  tough,  competition. 
None  of  these  attributes  of  individuality  can  be  mass  produced.  They  must  be 
encouraged.  They  will  grow  within  each  man  and  woman. 

But  that  growth  can  be  nourished.  On  the  portico  of  Angell  Hall  on  my  old 
campus  at  Ann  Arbor,  there  is  an  inscription  from  an  act  of  Congress,  adopted 
in  1787— the  Northwest  Ordinance  Act— which  states:  "Religion,  morality, 
[and]  knowledge,  being  necessary  to  good  government  and  the  happiness  of 
mankind,  schools  and  the  means  of  education  shall  forever  be  encouraged." 

The  American  tradition  can  inspire  the  highest  virtues.  But  the  government 
cannot  achieve  personal  fulfillment  for  each  of  you.  Your  future  depends  upon 
your  own  determination  to  develop  your  highest  potential. 
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Let  us  apply  the  theories  of  education  in  the  laboratory  of  life.  I  urge  students 
and  graduates  and  faculties  to  direct  their  genius,  their  energy  to  the  solution 
of  the  problems  facing  America.  I  challenge  you  to  help  make  not  only  America 
but  American  life  beautiful,  inspiring.  You  can  do  it. 

Let  us  take  a  new  look  at  ourselves  as  Americans.  By  seeking  a  real  partner- 
ship between  the  university  and  the  rest  of  society,  you  can  give  greater  mean- 
ing to  your  own  life  and  help  all  Americans  enhance  the  quality  of  their  lives. 

I  look  at  Southern  Methodist  University  and  other  privately  supported  insti- 
tutions of  higher  learning — ^both  in  harmony  and  in  competition  with  public 
institutions — to  help  regenerate  the  values  that  make  American  life  so  very 
special. 

Students  who  prefer  different  philosophies  of  learning  should  be  able  to  choose 
among  the  widest  possible  variety  of  options.  This  ensures  that  diversity  so 
essential  to  educate  the  whole  person — the  physical  person,  the  intellectual  per- 
son, and  the  spiritual  person. 

In  private  education  there  is  a  direct  citizen  participation  in  the  educational 
process.  SMU  is  not  dependent  on  government  funding  that  establishes  a  rigid 
requirement  or  rigid  guidelines.  To  maintain  its  very  unique  quaHties,  Southern 
Methodist  University  takes  responsibility  for  its  own  support.  And  I  commend 
its  supporters,  and  you  should  all  be  most  thankful  for  them. 

I  am  concerned  about  the  very  heavy  burden  falling  upon  the  working, 
middle-class  citizens  who  are  struggling  to  pay  tuitions  and  costs  at  both  public 
and  private  colleges.  I  am  also  concerned  that  private  higher  education  is  now 
in  financial  difficulty. 

Private  institutions  provide  a  leavening  and  stimulating  influence  for  the 
public  universities  and  the  public  colleges.  Their  continuing  strength  and 
vitality  are  essential  to  higher  education.  We  must  help  to  keep  this  competition 
going  between  the  private  as  well  as  the  public  colleges  and  universities.  Educa- 
tors must  innovate  and  respond  to  the  world  in  which  students  of  all  ages  and 
all  backgrounds  find  themselves. 

Private  institutions  can  best  serve  by  emphasizing  their  uniqueness,  not  by 
succumbing  to  any  temptation  to  imitate  the  public  university.  But  neither 
students  nor  government  will  support  a  private  college  just  because  of  its  antiq- 
uity or  its  history. 

They  must  offer  something  truly  different,  truly  important.  Private  educa- 
tion, free  of  government  constraints,  enjoys  boundless  freedom  to  experiment 
in  vital  areas  that  may  fall  outside  general  public  support. 
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Let  us  encourage  human  growth,  which  can  transcend  from  despair  to 
dynamism,  from  confusion  to  clarity,  from  hopelessness  to  hope  unlimited. 

America  is  going  through  an  unprecedented  period  of  technological  and 
economic  change  and  dislocation.  We  have  been  jolted  by  shock  after  shock, 
but  this  Nation  is  not  disintegrating.  It  is  going  through  a  period  of  transition. 
It  may  not  be  easy.  It  is  experiencing  the  growing  pains  of  a  mighty  nation  of 
over  214  million  with  the  world's  greatest  record  of  achievement  in  the  short 
span  of  two  centuries.  We  will  transcend  this  period  of  trial.  I  believe  in 
America,  as  I  am  sure  all  of  you  do. 

I  am  convinced,  as  I  am  certain  each  of  you  are,  that  all  we  have  in  America 
is  far  more  right  than  wrong,  and  we  should  be  proud  of  the  progress  we  have 
made  despite  the  difficulties  over  a  period  of  time. 

I  am  proud  to  have  been  in  this  oflSce  some  13  months  and  to  have  helped  to 
create  a  new  climate  of  peace  abroad  while  striving  for  solutions  to  some  of 
our  most  complex  problems  here  at  home.  In  the  finest  American  tradition,  we 
have  served  as  peacemaker  in  the  Middle  East.  I  am  confident  that  the  Congress 
will  take  quick  action  to  ratify  agreements  involving  Egypt  and  Israel.  All 
Americans  can  take  the  unifying  pride  in  our  initiative  in  making  peace,  not 
war. 

I  have  the  deepest  confidence  in  America's  future  and  our  educational  re- 
sources. The  schools  of  this  Nation — private  as  well  as  public — can  help  to  in- 
spire the  Uves  of  Americans  with  new  meaning  and  with  new  quaUty.  Both 
private  and  public  educators  must  combine  their  genius  in  preparing  men  and 
women  for  our  challenges  of  the  third  century. 

I  urge  you  in  the  words  of  Thomas  Jefferson  to  "enlighten  the  public  gen- 
erally, and  tyranny  and  oppressions  of  body  and  mind  will  vanish  Uke  evil 
spirits  at  the  dawn  of  day." 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:50  p.m.  in  Moody  doctor  o£  laws  degree  from  University  Chancellor 
Coliseum.  Prior  to  speaking,  he  received  an  honorary       Willis  Tate. 
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Remarks  on  Arrival  at  Midland,  Texas. 
September  13,  1975 

IT  IS  a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  for  me  to  come  and  see  so  many  of  Con- 
gressman Mahon's  supporters  of  so  many,  many  years.  You  are  lucky,  and  I  am 
grateful  for  the  fact  that  you  supported  him,  my  good  friend,  for  so  long. 
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May  I  add  also  it  is  a  great  privilege  to  be  here  with  Senator  John  Tower 
and  with  Congressman  Dick  White  and  Congressman  Harold  Runnels.  And 
to  be  in  the  Midland-Odessa  area  is  a  great  privilege  despite  this  little  sprinkle 
that  we  are  having.  I  know  you  want  it,  and  I  am  deUghted  to  be  here  despite  it. 

Now,  I  ought  to  thank  also  the  mayors  of  Odessa  and  Midland,  Mayor 
Hemphill  and  Mayor  Angelo,  for  being  here.  And  I  do  want  to  express  my 
deep  appreciation  to  the  Odessa  High  School  Broncos  for  being  present  and 
the  Lee  High  School  Rebels.  It  seems  to  me  there  might  be  a  little  competition 
between  the  two.  [Laughter^ 

But  most  of  all,  I  wish  to  express  to  the  many,  many  of  you  who  are  here  for 
coming  out  on  this  occasion  to  give  me  and  those  with  me  a  very,  very  warm 
welcome.  I  just  can't  believe  that  in  this  temporary  adverse  weather  that  so  many 
of  you  would  make  the  effort  and  be  so  generous  in  your  warmth  and  friend- 
ship. It  makes  a  long  3  days  a  very  rewarding  experience  to  end  it  with  this 
kind  of  a  welcome  from  so  many  wonderful  people. 

I  love  you,  and  I  thank  you,  and  I  wish  you  the  very,  very  best  as  I  would  good 
friends  from  my  own  hometown. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:45  p.m.  at  Midland-Odessa  Regional  Airport. 
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Remarks  at  Dedication  Ceremonies  for  the  Permian  Basin 
Petroleum  Museum  in  Midland.     September  13,  1973 

Senator  John  Tower,  my  former  colleagues  in  the  House — Harold  Runnels  and 
Dic/{  White — my  former  colleague  in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  now 
Mr.  Ambassador,  George  Bush,  our  two  mayors.  Mayor  Angelo  and  Mayor 
Hemphill,  Mr.  Ramsland,  and  others: 

It  is  a  great  privilege  and  a  very  high  honor  for  me  to  have  the  opportunity 
of  being  here  and  participating  in  this  wonderful  ceremony  today. 

This  is  a  great,  great  crowd,  and  I  appreciate  your  warmth  and  your  cordiality. 
But  I  couldn't  have  been  more  thrilled  and  more  grateful  for  the  tremendous 
turnout  of  wonderful  west  Texans  that  were  at  the  airport  in  untypical  Texas 
weather.  [Laughter]  It  was  a  thrill,  and  I  tried  to  express  to  them  my  gratitude. 
It  was  a  great  opportunity  to  come  to  a  wonderful  part  of  this  country. 

George,  you  mentioned  in  passing  that  under  certain  very  limited  and  pre- 
scribed circumstances,  you  might  have  voted  for  me  for  Speaker.  Well,  I  appre- 
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ciate  that  willingness,  and  under  those  circumstances— but  you  even  went 
further  than  that— you  voted  for  me  for  Vice  President.  [Laughter] 

I  am  delighted  to  be  here  in  west  Texas,  an  area  that  is  so  obviously  rich  in 
natural  resources— oil,  natural  gas,  catde,  good  land— but,  more  important  than 
anything  else,  good  people. 

I  am  particularly  pleased  to  take  part  in  the  dedication  of  this  very  fascinating 
petroleum  museum.  I  just  wish  that  the  ceremony  could  have  been  held  outdoors, 
because  I  was  honestly  looking  for  that  shower  of  rose  petals  from  the  top  of 
the  rig.  [Laughter]  Believe  me,  in  the  last  year,  when  it  comes  to  oil  from  the 
Congress,  I  have  had  very  little  roses  coming  up.  [Laughter] 

But  I  think  it  is  very  significant  that  that  drilling  rig  outside  is  named  Santa 
Rita,  the  patron  saint  of  the  impossible.  When  it  comes  to  the  good  of  the 
country,  Americans  have  always  joined  together  and  worked  together  to  achieve 
the  seemingly  impossible. 

I  am  certain  that  in  the  weeks  ahead,  the  Congress  and  I  will  be  able  to  do 
so — to  give  our  Nation  an  energy  program  that  will  cut  us  from  the  dependence 
on  interruptible  foreign  sources  of  oil.  America's  energy  independence  must  be 
decided  by  us.  It  cannot  be  entrusted  to  the  policies  or  to  the  passions  of  others 
in  far-off  lands. 

I  want  to  thank  very  deeply  the  man  who  invited  me,  not  once  but  many 
times  to  come  out  here — my  long-time  and  very  close,  personal  friend  George 
Mahon. 

George  indicated  during  the  12  years  I  was  privileged  to  serve  on  the  House 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  I  worked  up  from  the  real  bottom  and  finally 
got  to  the  top.  But  in  the  process  of  that  12  years'  experience,  we  spent  literally 
4  to  5  hours  a  day,  5  days  a  week,  6  or  7  or  8  or  9  months  a  year  trying  to  help 
develop  a  strong  national  defense  program,  trying  to  help  implement  a  strong 
foreign  policy.  And  in  the  process  of  those  many  hours,  we  became  close, 
intimate  friends,  despite  the  fact  that  there  was  a  partisan  dividing  line — 
theoretically,  at  least— between  us. 

I  honestly  count  George  Mahon  one  of  my  closest  friends  in  my  period  of 
time  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  I  appreciate  that  friendship, 
George.  And  believe  me,  if  I  lived  in  this  district  it  would  be  av^fully  easy  for 
me  to  be  out  in  the  spotlight,  in  the  headlines  for  George  Mahon.  Of  course,  the 
principal  reason  I  would  be  doing  that  is  because  of  Helen  [Mahon],  not  George. 
[Laughter] 

But  it  is  nice  to  be  here  also  with  John  Tower,  who  I  know  comes  from  a 
great  part  of  Texas  and  who  has  been  such  a  wonderful  Senator  on  behalf  of 
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all  of  you.  John,  of  course,  has  been  a  close  friend  of  mine  in  working  together 
on  energy  matters  and  other  important  defense  and  foreign  poUcy  problems. 
John,  I  thank  you  for  your  help  and  assistance,  both  in  the  Congress  as  well 
as  since  I  have  been  President  of  the  United  States. 

I  might  say  something  about  George  [Bush],  but  since  he  is  now  a  striped 
pants  diplomat — [laughter] — I  don't  dare  say  anything  political  or  nonpoUtical 
about  him.  But  it  is  good  to  see  him  as  well  as  Harold  Runnels  and  Dick  White. 

You  know,  historians  say  we  closed  the  American  frontier  back  in  1890,  but 
Midland  in  1975  still  has  the  adventurous  frontier  and  is  obviously  still  thriving. 
The  enterprise  and  the  spirit  of  hard-working  people  in  west  Texas  shows  to 
me  the  great  productivity  of  this  region — the  land,  the  people,  the  mind,  the 
physical  effort.  This  area  furnishes  the  Nation  cattle  and  cotton,  oil,  natural  gas, 
but  also  the  genius  of  the  people  both  in  effort  and  in  mind. 

You  have  also  demonstrated  how  much  Americans  can  accomplish  with  the 
right  incentives.  Incentives  are  the  fuel  of  the  free  market  system,  and  the  energy 
west  Texas  helps  to  supply  is  the  fuel  of  our  Nation's  economy.  The  Permian 
Basin  produces  25  percent  of  the  Nation's  domestic  oil  and  20  percent  of  the 
United  States  natural  gas  production.  How  fortunate  the  rest  of  us  are  that  this 
great  region  is  a  part  of  our  country. 

To  keep  this  oil  and  to  keep  this  natural  gas  flowing  from  this  region,  the 
Nation  must  make  it  economically  feasible  to  search  for  new  production  and  to 
develop  methods.  This  is  one  of  the  major  reasons  that  I  believe  decontrol  of 
domestic  oil  prices  is  so  essential  to  our  national  security. 

The  vote  in  the  United  States  Senate  this  week  sustaining  my  veto  of  an 
extension  of  the  oil  price  controls  has  paved  the  way  for  decontrol.  I  hope — I 
must  concede  I  have  been  disappointed  in  the  last  8  or  9  months  on  several 
occasions — but  I  hope  we  are  finally  on  the  road  to  energy  independence  in 
America. 

We  have  got  a  long  way  to  go,  but  between  January  of  this  year  and  even  this 
past  week,  we  had  made  virtually  no  progress  whatsoever.  But  we  got  39  staunch 
and  strong  people  in  the  United  States  Senate  to  stand  up  and  say  something 
had  to  be  done.  If  we  had  lost  that  vote,  I  doubt  if  we  could  have  gotten  off 
dead  center  for  the  next  year  and  a  half. 

So,  the  39  who  stood  up  and  were  strong  and  wise  probably  did  a  great,  great 
service  to  this  country  and  our  energy  independence.  I  think  we  have  maybe 
turned  the  corner,  but  we  have  got  a  long  way  to  go. 

Since  1971  America's  bill  for  imported  oil  has  been — well,  it  has  climbed  from 
just  over  $3  billion  annually  to  $25  billion  in  the  last  calendar  year— a  700-per- 
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cent  increase  in  American  money  going  overseas  to  buy  a  product  that  we 
should  be  producing  in  greater  and  greater  quantities  right  here  in  the  United 
States. 

But  the  ill-advised  policies  go  back  some  time  and  have  kept  us  from  freeing 
our  energy,  our  natural  resources,  our  ingenuity.  And  the  net  result  is  we  have 
imported  a  lot  more  oil  than  we  should,  and  it  is  getting  worse  and  worse  every 
day.  And  we  are  paying  more  and  more  overseas,  and  we  are  sending  that 
money  over  for  overseas  jobs  instead  of  having  that  money  for  jobs  right  here 
in  the  United  States. 

For  example,  that  $25  billion  could  provide  more  than  one  million  jobs  right 
in  America.  That  would  cut  our  unemployment,  for  example,  from  roughly 
8  million  down  to  7  million.  That  would  be  a  good  investment  if  we  had  the 
right  oil  and  natural  gas  policies. 

Although  the  4.5-percent  unemployment  rate  in  the  Midland  area  in  August 
is  below  the  national  average,  I  understand  that  it  is  higher  than  usual.  Unem- 
ployment is  a  problem  that  is  worrying  many,  many  Americans.  And  I  travel, 
and  I  hear.  It  is  a  problem  that  must  be  solved  by  a  healthy,  thriving  economy. 

With  foreign  producers  supplying  40  percent  of  our  oil  needs  today  and  grow- 
ing every  day,  American  jobs  and  dollars  are  being  held  hostage  by  other  coun- 
tries because  we  are  vulnerable  to  their  foreign  oil  influence.  We  are  unable  to 
control  the  price  or  the  supply  of  imported  oil.  And  that  makes  us,  of  course, 
extremely  vulnerable  to  economic  disruptions  here  at  home — disruptions  which 
we  can  ill  afford  if  we  are  to  continue  to  expand  our  great  economic  potential  in 
America. 

If  we  don't  give  America's  oil  industry  the  incentives  to  search  for  new  sources 
and  new  production  techniques  through  decontrol,  and  if  we  present  the  wrong 
policies,  we  will,  within  10  years,  import  more  than  half  of  the  oil  that  we 
need  for  our  economy. 

Energy  keeps  this  country  going.  Energy  is  the  heartbeat  of  our  economic 
system.  Unless  we  make  some  tough  decisions  about  energy  now,  the  Nation 
is  in  danger  of  suffering  a  serious  energy  emergency  which  could  come  at  any 
time,  because  they  have  the  capability  overseas  of  turning  that  spigot  off.  And 
in  a  relatively  short  period  of  time,  many  of  you  know  far  better  than  I,  our 
capability  of  keeping  our  economic  machine  moving  would  be  slowed  down 
and  ended. 

It  just  seems  to  me  that  decontrolling  oil  prices  at  home  will  move  us  toward 
the  absolute,  essential  policy  of  energy  independence.  Energy  independence  will 
require  that  we  find  new  energy  sources  and  develop  new  methods,  but  those 
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solutions  will  not  come  overnight.  And  you  are  far  more  knowledgeable  in 
those  areas  than  myself. 

Action  must  be  taken  now  to  spur  the  search  for  new  sources.  Research  and 
development  are  critical  elements  in  any  proposed  national  energy  program. 
We  are  spending,  as  George  Mahon  knows,  in  a  variety  of  ways  and  in  the  so- 
called  exotic  fuel  areas,  better  than  $2  billion  a  year— solar,  geothermal,  et  cetera. 
But  in  the  next  few  years,  we  will  have  to  rely  on  our  most  readily  obtainable 
domestic  energy  sources— and  what  are  they  ?  Oil,  natural  gas,  and  coal— if  we 
are  going  to  meet  our  energy  needs. 

Natural  gas  is  one  of  the  most  environmentally  acceptable  forms  of  energy. 
But  despite  the  many  pluses  of  natural  gas — and  they  are  wonderful  by  any 
standard — the  history  of  the  Federal  Government's  poUcy  toward  this  valuable 
asset  has  been  a  very  sorry  one. 

Over  the  past  20  years,  the  Federal  Power  Commission,  as  required  by  Con- 
gressional legislation,  has  kept  interstate  prices  at  an  artificially  low  level,  and 
that  has  seriously  hampered  exploration  and  development. 

I  think — and  I  say  this  quietly,  but  with  firmness  and  determination— we 
must  stop  Federal  regulation  of  prices  on  new  gas  for  interstate  use. 

There  are  approximately  16  States  in  the  Union  that  are  potentially  going 
to  have  a  serious  economic  disruption  this  winter.  You  can  take  New  Jersey, 
North  Carolina,  Virginia,  Maryland,  Michigan,  Ohio,  et  cetera. 

Because  of  the  shortsighted  policies  of  the  Congress  over  the  last  20  years,  we 
could  have  not  only  a  shortage  in  natural  gas  in  those  areas  but  the  economic 
consequences  in  jobs  will  be  extremely  serious.  And  the  negligence  of  the  Con- 
gress over  this  last  few  years  in  not  recognizing  that  problem  is  inexcusable. 

I  hope  we  can  move  on  some  emergency  legislation,  but  we  cannot  ignore 
the  need  and  necessity  for  a  permanent  solution.  Natural  gas  deregulation,  it  is 
obvious,  is  a  high  priority  goal  of  myself  and  the  Administration. 

I  think  solving  the  energy  problem  goes  back  to  some  of  our  basic  American 
principles.  We  must  put  back  into  our  economic  system  some  of  our  old- 
fashioned  incentives  that  took  us  from  13  poor  struggHng  colonies  to  a  Nation 
of  50  States  with  unbelievable  economic  power  and  progress. 

The  profit  incentive — the  search  for  a  better  life — populated  this  continent. 
It  brought  thousands  of  pioneers  to  west  Texas — men  and  women  willing  to 
risk  all  to  find  a  livelihood  on  the  land  or  in  the  land. 

We  should  ask  ourselves:  What  has  made  America  unique  ?  The  explanations 
are  as  varied  as  the  Nation  itself,  but  I  am  convinced  that  one  key  to  America's 
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uniqueness  is  that  we  wrote  into  our  first  great  document  the  inalienable  right 
of  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 

In  that  pursuit,  Americans  have  dreamed  big  dreams,  taken  great  risks — some- 
times failed  miserably  and  sometimes  succeeded  magnificently.  But  always, 
whether  successful  or  otherwise,  they  took  it  with  courage  and  determination. 

The  men  and  women  to  whom  this  museum  is  dedicated  lived  and  enjoyed 
that  freedom  to  the  fullest.  The  spirit  of  enterprise  and  daring  this  museum 
records  in  the  petroleum  industry  must  be  kept  alive  all  across  the  United 
States. 

So,  in  memory  of  those  who  dared  to  follow  their  dreams,  I  respectfully  dedi- 
cate this  great  museum. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:50  p.m.  In  his  open-       China,     and    Russ    Ramsland,    president    of    the 
ing  remarks,  he  referred  to  George  Bush,  Chief  of       museum, 
the  U.S.  Liaison  Office  in  the  People's  RepubUc  of 
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Statement  on  the  Death  of  Jack  Bell. 

September  13,  1973 

I  WAS  saddened  to  learn  of  Jack  Bell's  death.  A  Washington  political  writer 
and  author  for  more  than  three  decades,  he  was  also  one  of  the  best  reporters 
I  have  ever  known.  Jack  was  a  thorough,  untiring  newsman,  always  seeking 
more  detail,  more  substance,  more  facts.  He  knew  as  much  about  national 
politics  as  many  of  us  directly  involved  in  it — and  perhaps  a  bit  more.  He  had 
the  great  ability  to  put  complex  issues  in  concrete,  easy-to-understand  terms. 
American  journalism  has  lost  one  of  its  giants  and  American  readers  one  of 
their  most  respected  bylines.  Mrs.  Ford  joins  me  in  sending  our  condolences  to 
Mrs.  Bell  and  her  family. 

note:  Mr.  Bell  was  a  reporter  for  the  Gannett  News  Service. 
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Memorandum  on  the  Combined  Federal  Campaign. 
September  16,  1975 

[Dated  September  15, 1975.    Released  September  16, 1975] 

Memorandum  for  the  Heads  of  Departments  and  Agencies 

I  am  pleased  to  announce  that  the  Honorable  Frank  G.  Zarb,  Administrator, 
Federal  Energy  Administration,  will  serve  as  Chairman  of  the  Combined 
Federal  Campaign  for  the  National  Capital  Area  this  fall. 

This  campaign,  to  begin  soon,  combines  into  a  single  drive  the  solicitation 
efforts  of  the  United  Way  of  the  National  Capital  Area,  the  national  health 
agencies  and  the  international  service  agencies.  In  this  one  drive  we  will  seek 
to  do  our  share  to  meet  the  needs  of  more  than  150  local,  national  and  inter- 
national health,  welfare  and  social  service  agencies. 

These  organizations  deserve  our  wholehearted  support.  Working  together 
through  the  Combined  Federal  Campaign  we  can  provide  such  support,  helping 
our  neighbors  and  friends  with  special  needs.  For  those  in  need,  the  voluntary 
agencies  are  a  beacon  of  hope.  Frequently,  they  are  the  only  source  for  needed 
assistance. 

Through  the  Combined  Federal  Campaign,  Federal  workers  are  offered  a 
unique  opportunity  to  help  persons  in  our  community,  in  our  Nation  and  in 
overseas  lands  by  one  gift  once  a  year.  Their  pledge  can  be  fulfilled  through 
voluntary  payroll  deductions.  I  am  confident  that  Frank  Zarb  will  have  your 
wholehearted  support  in  this  endeavor.  I  urge  you  to  commend  the  campaign 
with  its  payroll  deduction  feature  to  Federal  employees  and  military  personnel 
in  your  organization. 

I  request  that  you  serve  personally  as  Chairman  of  the  combined  campaign 
in  your  organization  and  appoint  one  of  your  top  assistants  as  your  Vice 
Chairman.  Please  tell  Frank  Zarb  if  you  will  serve  as  Chairman  and  who  you 
designate  as  your  Vice  Chairman. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
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The  President's  News  Conference  of 
September  16,  1975 

VIEWS  ON  THE  PRESIDENCY 

Reporter.  [  1 .]  Mr.  President,  you  are  beginning  to  get  some  flak  now  from 
people  who  think  you  haven't  been  minding  the  store,  and  in  the  last  2  days  I 
noticed  you  had  one  announced  business  session  yesterday  and  you  have,  I  be- 
lieve, only  one  today.  I  assume  you  are  doing  something  besides  playing  with 
the  puppies,  so,  what  are  you  doing?  [Laughter'] 

The  President.  Well,  we  have  some  big  decisions  coming  up  that  involve, 
for  example,  the  course  of  action  that  we  will  take  on  any  SALT  II  agreement, 
and  we  have  some  very  important  decisions  concerning  the  energy  matter. 
We  have  some  decisions  to  make  that  involve  the  delivery  of  material  to  the 
House  and  Senate  committees,  the  Church  committee  and  the  Pike  committee. 
So,  I  would  say  the  day  has  been  full,  even  though  there  haven't  been  any 
announced  pubUc  meetings  of  any  kind. 

Q.Mr.  President? 

The  President.  Yes,  Helen  [Helen  Thomas,  United  Press  International]. 

ISRAEL 

[2.]  Q.  I  think  you  probably  read  the  Post  today  and  also  Jack  Anderson 
concerning  secret  accords  with  Israel  for  supplying  the  newest  technology,  in- 
cluding missiles  that  could  be  armed  with  nuclear  warheads  and  so  forth.  Is 
this  true? 

The  President.  That  material  has  all  been  submitted  to  the  responsible  com- 
mittees in  the  Congress.  The  announcement  concerning  the  F-16  and  the  Persh- 
ing missile — those  are  not  firm  commitments.  They  do  involve  negotiations 
between  the  United  States  and  Israel.  They  are  on  a  shopping  list,  and  they  will 
be  discussed  with  representatives  of  the  IsraeU  Government. 

Q.  But  do  you  really  think  you  should  arm  one  power  in  the  Middle  East  at 
a  time  when  you  are  moving  toward  peace  with  the  potential  of  offensive 
weapons  in  that 

The  President.  Well,  we  have  for  a  long,  long  time  suppUed  Israel  with 
very  substantial  amounts  of  miUtary  hardware.  This  was  a  poUcy  established  a 
good  many  years  ago,  and  we  have  always  felt  that  the  survival  of  Israel  in  the 
Middle  East  was  very  important.  And  the  miUtary  hardware  that  we  have  in 
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the  past  and  will  in  the  future  provide  for  that  survival — as  I  indicated  at  the 
outset,  these  items  w^ere  on  a  list  open  for  discussion  betw^een  the  United  States 
and  the  Israeli  Government. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  is  the  United  States  moving  tow^ards  a  security  treaty  v^ith 
Israel  ?  This  document  v^hich  wt  read  in  the  Post  suggests  quite  a  close,  more 
formaUzed  defense  relationship  v^ith  Israel. 

The  President.  I  w^ouldn't  say  a  security  treaty.  I  w^ould  simply  reiterate  w^hat 
I  have  said  before,  that  historically  the  United  States  has  suppHed  Israel  v^ith 
very  substantial  military  v^eaponry,  and  it  is  our  plan  to  do  so  in  the  future. 
But  there  is  no  firm  commitment  on  any  of  the  w^eapons  that  I  think  got  the 
headlines  this  morning.  They  are  merely  open  for  discussion. 

CENTRAL   INTELLIGENCE   AGENCY 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  one  of  your  early  press  conferences  you  expressed 
approval  of  the  CIA  activities  in  Chile  as  something  that  they  have  done  his- 
torically. Now  you  are  quoted  as  saying  you  may  be  open-minded  on  whether 
the  covert  activities  of  the  CIA  ought  to  be  kept  in  the  CIA  or  separated  from  it. 
What  has  caused  you  to  change  your  mind,  if  you  have? 

The  President.  Since  that  comment  in  either  the  first  or  second  press  confer- 
ence, we  have  had  the  Rockefeller  Commission  report,  we  have  had  the  benefit 
of  the  Murphy  Commission  ^  recommendations.  I  have  had  the  various  depart- 
ments and  agencies  of  the  Federal  Government  that  have  any  jurisdiction  analyze 
those  recommendations.  And  we  are  now  in  the  White  House  itself  taking  into 
account  all  of  the  proposals,  and  we'll  make  legislative  recommendations  to  the 
Congress  and  we'll  propose  some  administrative  changes. 

I  think  you  have  to  certainly  benefit  from  these  exhaustive  investigations,  but 
I  don't  want  to  make  any  commitment  one  way  or  another  until  we  actually 
submit  the  legislative  proposals  to  the  Congress  and  decide  to  do  whatever  we 
want  to  do  administratively. 

Q.  I'd  like  to  clear  up  one  point,  though.  Are  you  ruling  out  political  activity 
by  American  agencies,  or  is  it  just  a  question  of  whether  the  CIA  would  do  it 
or  some  other  agency  would  do  it? 

The  President.  I  wouldn't  rule  out  necessary  political  activity  by  the  United 
States  if  it  involves  our  security. 

ISRAEL 

[4.]  Q.  Sir,  part  of  this  agreement  with  Israel  involves  our  providing  them 
with  oil  either  through  foreign  credits  or  giving  oil  to  them  from  our  own 

^The  Commission  on  the  Organization  of  the  Government  for  the  Conduct  of  Foreign  Policy,  chaired 
by  former  Ambassador  Robert  Murphy. 
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supply.  We  don't  have  enough  for  ourselves  and  can't  afford  to  pay  for  what 
v^e  are  getting.  Hovi^  can  v^e  supply  Israel  over  several  years  ? 

The  President.  We  believe  there  are  sources  available  to  Israel  to  keep  Israel 
secure  after  they  have  given  up  the  oil  fields  in  the  Middle  East.  We  are  not 
concerned  that  these  supplies  v^ill  be  turned  off,  and  therefore,  it  will  have  no 
adverse  impact,  as  we  see  it,  on  our  own  supplies. 

Q.  But  we  will  pay  for  this  oil,  will  we  not  ?  We  will  pay  for  this  through 
foreign  credits? 

The  President.  This  is  a  part  of  the  overall  military  economic  agreement  with 
Israel,  and  it  is  a  step,  I  believe,  in  maintaining  the  peace.  I  think  it  is  fair  to 
point  out  that  several  months  ago  76  Senators  sent  me  a  letter  actually  urging 
that  I  recommend  to  the  Congress  more  money  for  Israel  and  no  guarantee  of 
peace,  whereas  at  the  present  time  we  have  made  this  agreement — or  Israel  and 
Egypt  have  made  this  agreement — and  the  prospective  cost  to  the  United  States 
is  less  than  what  the  76  Senators  recommended  that  we  propose  to  the  Congress 
for  Israel. 

So,  we  not  only  have  peace  and  a  step  toward  a  broader  peace  but  it  is  also 
at  a  lesser  cost  than  what  the  76  Senators  promoted. 

central  intelligence  agency 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  mentioned  the  Pike  committee.  They  have  sub- 
poenaed CIA  materials  from  you,  returnable  tomorrow.  Will  you  honor  that 
subpoena  ? 

The  President.  Let  me  give  some  background,  first,  on  what  the  situation  is. 

Various  agencies  of  the  Federal  Government,  with  my  approval,  have  given 
to  the  Pike  committee  everything  they  have  asked  for,  including  some  very 
highly  classified  material. 

Now,  I  was  disappointed  in  the  manner  in  which  that  committee  handled 
some  of  this  most  highly  classified  material.  I  think  it  is  fair  to  point  out— I 
don't  want  you  to  misconstrue  what  I  am  saying — but  it  is  fair  to  point  out 
that  some  of  that  material  is  specifically  protected  by  law,  and  if  a  private  citizen 
were  to  release  that  information  involving  communications  intelligence,  it  would 
be  a  criminal— a  serious  criminal  offense. 

I  am  not  saying  that  the  Congress  has  violated  a  criminal  law,  or  this  com- 
mittee has  done  so.  I  only  use  that  as  an  illustration  to  show  how  serious  the 
Congress  felt  the  release  of  that  information  would  be,  because  they  passed  a 
law  saying  if  you  or  any  one  of  you  released  it,  it  would  be  a  serious  criminal 
offense. 
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Now,  the  committee  has  all  of  the  information  that  it  asked  for,  some  highly 
classified.  They  have  all  of  the  information  that  they  need  to  make  a  legislative 
determination  as  to  whether  the  inteUigence  community  was  properly  organized, 
properly  managed,  did  its  job  well. 

I  am  very  concerned  as  to  the  damage  to  our  intelligence  sources  if  the  pro- 
cedure used  by  the  committee  in  this  last  instance  is  to  be  the  procedure  used 
by  the  committee  in  the  future.  Until  I  find  from  the  committee  what  their 
procedure  is  going  to  be,  I  will  not  give  them  the  information. 

I  have  to  have  from  them  what  their  procedure  is  under  this  very  important 
classified  or  secret  material  that  we  have  given  them  and  that  they  want. 

TAX  REDUCTION 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  some  Members  of  Congress  are  talking  like  an  ex- 
tension of  the  tax  cut  is  already  an  accomplished  fact  next  year.  In  fact,  they 
are  saying  that  an  even  larger  cut  needs  to  come.  What  is  your  thinking  right 
now  on  the  tax  cut  next  year  ? 

The  President.  We  have  made  no  firm  decision  on  that.  We  will,  in  a  rea- 
sonably short  period  of  time,  make  a  recommendation.  If  the  economy  needs 
any  additional  stimulant,  we  will,  of  course,  recommend  a  continuation  of  the 
present  tax  cut. 

If  we  find  that  the  economy  is  continuing  to  come  out  of  the  recession,  as 
it  is,  and  there  is  no  danger  of  added  inflationary  problems,  we  would  probably 
not  recommend  a  continuation  of  the  tax  cut.  But  we  do  feel  that  we  have  some 
additional  time  before  making  a  specific  request  of  the  Congress  for  action  in 
this  area. 

SCHOOL  BUSING 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  have  been  saying  that  there  is  a  better  way  than 
busing  to  achieve  quality  education.  You  suggested  some  better  ways,  such  as 
improving  facilities  and  the  teacher-pupil  ratio.  Are  you  prepared  to  approve 
of  more  money  to  do  things  like  that  ? 

The  President.  Well,  we,  of  course,  do  have  in  the  emergency  school  aid  leg- 
islation and  appropriations  a  substantial  amount  of  money  that  is  available,  and 
we  have  made  money  available  to  Boston,  and  we  have — ^if  my  memory  is  cor- 
rect— done  the  same  in  Louisville,  although  I  will  have  to  check  that. 

The  thing  that  bothers  me  about  actions  of  some  of  the  courts,  where  they 
are  involved  in  the  school  busing  controversy,  is  that  they  apparently  have  not 
taken  into  consideration  the  law  that  was  passed  and  signed  by  me  on  Au- 
gust 12  [21],  1974,  3  days  after  I  was  sworn  in. 
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That  law  included  what  was  known  then,  and  still  is,  as  the  Esch  amend- 
ment. I  just  happen  to  have  a  copy  of  the  Esch  amendment  here — [laughter] — 
that  sets  forth  seven  specific  proposals  that  the  courts  should  follow  before  they 
actually  use  the  busing  remedy. 

It  is  in  Title  2  of  the  Education  Amendments  of  1974,  Section  214.  This  section 
establishes  a  priority  of  remedies,  and  it  says,  in  effect,  that  the  courts  and  other 
Government  agencies  shall  require  the  first  of  the  following  remedies,  or  the 
first  combination  of  the  remedies,  which  would  correct  a  denial  of  rights. 

It  says,  for  example,  assigning  students  to  schools  closest  to  their  homes, 
taking  into  account  both  school  capacities  and  natural  physical  barriers;  two, 
assigning  students  to  the  closest  school,  taking  into  account  only  school  capac- 
ities; three,  permitting  students  to  transfer  from  a  school  in  which  a  majority 
of  the  students  are  of  their  race  to  one  in  which  a  minority  are  of  their  race; 
four,  creating  or  revising  attendance  zones  or  grade  structures  without  requiring 
transportation;  construction  of  new  schools  or  closing  of  inferior  schools;  estab- 
lishment of  magnet  schools.  Then  it  goes  on  to  say  that  students  should  not  be 
transferred  to  a  school  other  than  the  school  closest  or  the  next  closest  to  his 
place  of  residence. 

Now,  those  recommendations  included  in  the  law  in  many  instances  appar- 
ently have  not  been  followed  by  the  courts.  I  think  the  courts  ought  to  take 
into  cognizance  the  legislative  recommendations  that  are  as  a  matter  of  law 
at  the  present. 

Now,  in  addition,  there  are  other  things  that  I  have  mentioned  before- 
improved  facilities,  upgrading  the  teachers  if  necessary,  including  better  pupil- 
teacher  ratios. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  that  requires  a  lot  more  money  than  just  the  emergency 
f imds  that  you  talk  about.  Are  you  going  to  propose  increases  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  don't  think  it  is  going  to  require  a  great  deal  more 
money,  Bonnie  [Bonnie  Angelo,  Time  magazine].  Really,  that  is  a  very  sub- 
stantial sum,  and  it  has  been  used  up  in  Boston,  and  I  believe  it  is  being  used 
in  Louisville. 

It  is  not  nearly  as  much  money  if  you  focus  it  in  on  the  places  where  the 
tension  is  the  highest  and  the  problem  is  the  greatest,  particularly  if  the  courts 
follow  the  law  as  was  enacted  by  the  Congress  in  1974. 

SCHOOL  INTEGRATION 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  on  two  occasions  over  the  weekend  in  discussing 
busing  you  mentioned  a  1954  Supreme  Court  decision  as  the  basis  for  busing. 
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It  is  my  recollection  that  that  Supreme  Court  decision  in  Brown  v.  the  Board 
of  Education  related  to  striking  separate  but  equal.  Could  you  elaborate  a  litde 
bit  on  that? 

The  PREsroENT.  Well,  you  are  correct,  and  I  don't  think  I  said  that  decision 
in  any  way  ordered  court  busing.  It  was  the  decision  in  '54  that  declared  un- 
constitutional the  long  accepted  practice  in  many  States  of  having  separate  but 
equal  schools.  But  as  an  outgrowth  of  that  court  decision  there  have  been  the 
subsequent  decisions  that  have  involved  busing. 

THE  MIDDLE  EAST 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  as  you  know,  a  good  many  Congressional  offices  arc 
receiving  mail  which  runs  contrary  to  your  proposal  for  a  Middle  East  peace 
settlement,  particularly  objecting  to  the  use  of  American  civilian  technicians  in 
the  Sinai.  I  was  wondering,  sir,  if,  as  you  say,  that  is  worth  the  risk  ?  How  long 
are  those  Americans  going  to  be  there,  and  is  that  not  an  open-ended 
commitment.? 

The  President.  They  will  be  there  during  the  term  of  the  agreement  unless 
I,  or  another  President,  withdraw  them  because  of  any  danger  to  their  lives. 
It  is  a  case  of  not  more  than  200  American  civilians  performing  a  highly  technical 
warning  station  responsibility  in  a  U.N.  buffer  zone.  I  think  it  is  a  good  con- 
tribution by  the  United  States  to  the  establishment  and  permanency  of  peace 
in  the  Middle  East. 

Q.  I'd  like  to  follow  up,  sir,  if  I  could,  please.  May  I  follow  up,  please?  I'd 
like  to  ask  what  you  would  do  if  in  the  course  of  their  term  in  the  Sinai,  the 
PLO  moved  in  and  kidnaped  some  of  them,  captured  them,  or  if  perhaps 
they  were  killed?  Would  you  then  use  American  intervention;  the  question 
being,  then,  is:  Can  you  flatly  rule  out  there  would  be  no  American  intervention 
to  protect  those  technicians? 

The  President.  I  am  not  going  to  speculate  on  something  that  I  do  not 
anticipate  will  happen.  I  think  I  or  any  other  President  would  use  utmost 
caution  in  the  protection  of  the  lives  of  any  Americans. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  to  follow  that  up:  If  you  are  committed  to  the  use  of 
Americans  on  the  Egyptian  front,  would  you  also,  later  perhaps,  be  committed 
to  the  principle  of  using  Americans  on  the  Jordanian  or  the  Syrian  front? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  I  should  speculate  about  any  negotiations  or 
agreement  that  have  not  yet  begun.  It  is  a  very  valuable  contribution  to  peace 
in  the  present  agreement,  but  I  would  not  want  to  make  any  commitment  con- 
cerning any  other. 


1440 


September  16  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1975  [565] 

THE  president's  SAFETY 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  believe  when  you  were  talking  the  other  day  about 
security  out  in  Sacramento  and  when  you  were  talking  about  going  out  and 
meeting  crowds,  I  believe  one  reason  that  you  have  given  for  that  is  that  you 
want  to  go  out  and  get  the  ideas  of  the  American  people.  I  wonder  in  talking 
and  going  into  crowds  and  working  the  crowds,  as  we  call  it,  and  shaking 
hands,  you  don't  really  exchange  ideas  with  people,  and  that  seems  to  be  one  of 
the  most  dangerous  parts  of  these  trips  of  yours. 

The  President.  You'd  be  very  much  amazed  at  how  often  people  in  the 
course  of  shaking  hands  or  greeting  them,  they  will  make  specific  recommenda- 
tions or  comments.  It  is  rather  amazing  and  very  encouraging  that  they  will  do 
precisely  as  you  indicate  they  might  not  do.  And  it  is  very  helpful  in  that  regard. 

PRESIDENT  SADAT  OF  EGYPT 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  was  President  Sadat  aware  before  he  initialed  this 
agreement,  signed  the  agreement,  that  the  U.S.  would  be  discussing  with  Israel 
the  missiles  and  the  other  shopping  list  of  things  that  you  have  mentioned,  in 
specifics .? 

The  President.  I  think  they  were  familiar  with  the  fact  we  anticipated  a 
commitment  to  Israel  for  sizable  military  hardware.  I  can't  indicate  to  you 
whether  they  knew  the  precise  weapons  or  not,  but  they  knew,  of  course,  that 
we  were  going  to  make  a  substantial  commitment  in  weapons  to  Israel. 

vice  president  rockefeller 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  recent  weeks  you  have  been  saying  some  especially 
nice  things  about  Vice  President  Rockefeller.  You  said  you  don't  dump  a  good 
teammate,  and  you  have  endorsed  his  performance  as  Vice  President,  but  yet 
you  have  always  backed  away  from  giving  a  flat  endorsement  of  him  as  your 
running  mate  in  1976.  Why  won't  you  do  that? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  that  is  the  tradition  at  this  early  stage  of  a 
Presidential  convention  and  Presidential  race.  There  is  no  need  of  my  reiterating 
the  many  nice  things  I  have  said  about  him,  because  he  knows  how  I  feel 
about  him. 

Everybody,  I  think,  who  has  read  or  heard  knows  precisely  how  I  feel  about 
the  fine  job  he  has  done.  And  he  and  I  are  in  no  disagreement  on  the  comments 
I  have  made  or  the  attitude  that  I  have  taken.  So,  I  think  the  record  should 
just  stand  where  it  is. 
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PRESIDENTIAL  TRAVEL  EXPENSES 

[13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  regarding  the  early  stage  of  the  campaign,  there 
has  been  some  suggestion  that  you  are  probably  deriving  an  unfair  advantage 
by  not  having  your  poHtical  travel  expenses  charged  against  your  Presidential 
campaign  amount.  Do  you  feel  comfortable  with  this? 

The  President.  We  have  been  very,  very  scrupulous  in  our  bookkeeping  to 
make  certain  that  we  cannot  be  legitimately  criticized.  A  President  has  really 
three  functions:  one,  being  President  and  attending  public  affairs  or  civic  affairs; 
he  has  another  responsibility  as  the  head  of  a  political  party— and  in  those  cases, 
of  course,  the  national  committee,  the  Republican  National  Committee,  assumes 
the  cost— and  where  I  am  involved  as  a  candidate,  the  President  Ford  Committee 
will  pick  up  the  tab. 

We  are  keeping  very  scrupulous  books.  We  are,  of  course,  going  to  abide  by 
any  decision  of  the  Federal  Election  Commission,  and  I  hope  they  will  clarify 
in  the  very  near  future  any  of  the  problems  that  might  arise.  But  our  books  are 
being  kept  very,  very  carefully. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  expect  that  decision  imminently,  very  soon  ? 

The  President.  I  wouldn't  want  to  forecast  when  they  are  going  to  make  the 
decision,  but  the  sooner  the  better,  I  think,  so  we  have  a  clarification. 

vice  president  rockefeller 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Vice  President  Rockefeller  has  been  going  around 
saying  that  he  is  not  a  candidate  for  the  Vice  Presidency  and  he  is  not  seeking 
support.  This  seems  to  be  contrary  to  what  you  have  specifically  recommended, 
that  he  go  and  line  up  delegate  support.  How  do  you  account  for  this  difference 
if  you  and  Vice  President  Rockefeller  see  eye-to-eye  ? 

The  President.  I  think  it  is  a  difference  of  degree,  not  of  any  real  substance. 
Obviously,  if  he  makes  appearances  before  Republican  groups,  I  am  sure  he 
is  going  to  have  a  favorable  impact  on  them.  And  my  impression  is  that  he 
has  made  a  favorable  impact  on  the  various  Republican  groups  where  he  has 
spoken  or  met  with  the  individuals.  Now,  whether  that  can  be  translated  into 
getting  delegates  or  not,  only  time  will  tell.  But  the  difference  you  alluded  to, 
I  think,  is  one  of  not  great  substance. 

ISRAEL 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  this  agreement  published  in  the  Post  today,  it 
refers  to  the  United  States  viewing  with  particular  gravity  threats  made  against 
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Israel,  made  by  a  world  power,  and  goes  on  to  say  that  the  United  States  would 
promptly  consult  with  Israel  on  support  or  assistance  that  it  could  lend.  Now, 
does  this  go  forward  toward  a  security  treaty,  or  does  it  not  ?  And  if  so,  doesn't  it 
have  to  be  taken  to  the  Congress  first  to  be  approved  ? 

The  President.  That  language  does  not  constitute  a  treaty.  The  words  speak 
for  themselves. 

DISCIPLINING  OF  SUBMARINE  COMMANDER 

[16.]    Q.  Mr.  President,  as  an  old  Navy  man 

The  President.  Old  is  right.  [Laughter] 

Q. do  you  think  the  discipline  given  the  commander  of  the  submarine 

on  which  the  go-go  dancer  performed  was  perhaps  not  quite  in  the  tradition  of 
the  Navy  that  you  knew  ?  [Laughter] 

The  President.  I  think  I  ought  to  refer  that  to  the  Navy  where  the  matter 
is  being,  I  am  sure,  thoroughly  and  properly  handled  under  the  procedures  in 
the  Navy  code  of  conduct,  or  whatever  they 

FEDERAL  RESERVE  SYSTEM 

[17.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  cost  of  living  keeps  going  up  and  up  and  Chair- 
man Burns  is  now  saying  once  again,  as  he  has  before,  that  monetary  policy — 
that  is,  the  Fed — ^just  can't  carry  the  burden  of  trying  to  curb  inflation.  Once 
again,  it  is  talking  again  about  an  incomes  policy,  starting  perhaps  with  jaw- 
boning, voluntary  jawboning,  and  holding  down  wages  and  prices  and  perhaps 
the  dressing  up  of  the  wage  and  price  controls.  I  know  you  are  against  wage  and 
price  controls,  but  do  you  think  it  is  fair  for  Mr.  Burns  to  have  to  carry  this  load 
by  himself? 

The  President.  I  would  like  to  reiterate  my  firm  opposition  to  wage  and 
price  controls.  I  don't  think  it  is  fair  to  put  all  of  the  burden  in  the  battle  against 
inflation  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Board.  I  have  repeatedly  indi- 
cated that  Federal  fiscal  policy  was  as  important  as  monetary  policy  in  the  battle 
against  inflation.  And  that  is  why  I  have  consistently  said  we  had  to  hold  the 
line  on  Federal  spending,  and  that  is  precisely  why  I  drew  that  $60  billion 
deficit  line  in  the  Oval  Office  3  or  4  months  ago. 

Unfortunately,  the  Congress  hasn't  gotten  the  message,  because  they  have 
not  only  approved  a  higher  deficit — $68.5  billion — but  they  have  already  breached 
their  own  $68.5  billion  deficit  by  roughly  $5  billion.  So,  although  I  feel  that 
Federal  fiscal  policy  is  a  useful  tool  in  combating  inflation,  I  see  very,  very  little 
cooperation  from  the  Congress  in  a  responsible  Federal  fiscal  poUcy. 
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Q.  If  I  might  follow  up,  Mr.  President,  this  very  thing  of  the  Congress  not 
getting  your  message  or  not  agreeing  with  it  is  the  thing  that  the  Nation's 
bankers  are  concerned  about  and  are  talking  about  at  the  IMF  [International 
Monetary  Fund].  And  a  great  many  of  them  are  saying  it  is  all  very  well  for 
the  President  to  go  around  saying  he  will  never  put  on  wage  and  price  controls 
and  calUng  for  fiscal  responsibility,  but  the  facts  are,  the  reality  is  that  there 
isn't  going  to  be  any  fiscal  responsibility,  there  isn't  going  to  be  any  holddown 
sufficient  to  curb  inflation,  and  that  sooner  or  later  you  are  going  to  have  to  put 
in  wage  and  price  controls  or  at  least  some  approximation  of  an  incomes  policy. 
Now,  what  is  your  response  to  the  bankers  when  they  say  the  rhetoric  is  all  very 
well,  but  what  are  we  going  to  do  ? 

The  President.  I  haven't  had  any  pleas  from  bankers  to  impose  wage  and 
price  controls 

Q.  An  incomes  policy? 

The  President. and  I  haven't  had  any  recommendations  from  any  or- 
ganization, such  as  bankers,  for  an  incomes  policy.  We  do  have  a  wage-price 
council  that  has  on  some  occasions  investigated  price  increases  and,  on  several 
occasions,  have  been  helpful  in  trying  to  get  a  moderation  of  a  price  increase. 
But  I  do  not  believe  on  the  basis  of  past  history  of  wage  and  price  controls 
during  peacetime  that  they  worked. 

I  think  it  is  a  quick  fix  that  has  long-range  detrimental  repercussions.  And 
therefore,  under  the  current  circumstances,  I  think  it  would  be  unwise  to  even 
intimate  that  I  would  favor  wage  and  price  controls.  I  am  still  opposed  to  them, 
and  I  think  there  are  better  remedies. 

TURKEY 

[18.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  does  the  potential  agreement  between  Israel  and 
Egypt  with  the  United  States'  participation  make  your  job  easier  on  the  Turkish 
aid  matter  in  Congress  ?  Is  there  a  parallel  that  you  can  draw,  that  your  legisla- 
tive people  can  draw  for  the  Congressmen  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  believe  there  is  any  neat  analogy  between  the  two, 
but  the  fact  that  we  have  made  headway  in  the  Middle  East  and  achieved  it 
through  negotiation  ought  to  be  helpful  in  convincing  the  Congress  that  nego- 
tiations in  the  Turkish  aid  embargo  is  the  way  to  solve  the  problem.  But  there 
is  no  direct  connection  between  the  two  problems  as  such. 

Frank  Cormier  (Associated  Press).  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  One  more,  and  then  we  will  end. 
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MARIJUANA 

[19.]  Q.  Do  you  favor  the  decriminalization  of  the  private  use  of  marijuana? 

The  President.  I  do  not  beHeve  we  have  sufficient  evidence  at  the  present 
time  to  warrant  any  recommendation  in  that  regard. 

Q.  Have  you  read  the  Shaf er  Commission  report  ?  ^  Your  predecessor  did  not. 
I  am  wondering  if  you  would 

The  President.  I  have  read  summaries  of  a  number  of  studies  in  this  area, 
and  there  is  no  consensus.  And  therefore,  until  more  information  is  available,  I 
would  not  make  any  such  recommendation. 

Mr.  Cormier.  Thank  you  very  much. 

The  President.  Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  President  Ford's  eighteenth  news  conference  began  at  11:40  a.m.  in  the  Oval  Office  at  the  White 
House. 
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Statement  Announcing  Termination  of  the  Presidential  Clemency 
Board.     September  16,  1973 

WHEN  I  took  ofSce  13  months  ago,  the  status  of  persons  v^ho  had  evaded 
miUtary  service  or  had  deserted  the  Armed  Forces  during  the  Vietnam  conflict 
remained  unresolved.  In  furtherance  of  our  national  commitment  to  justice 
and  mercy,  I  established  on  September  16,  1974,  a  Program  for  the  Return  of 
Vietnam  Era  Draft  Evaders  and  Military  Deserters,  because  I  beUeved  these 
young  Americans  should  have  the  opportunity  to  contribute  a  share  in  the 
rebuilding  of  peace  among  ourselves  and  v^ith  all  nations. 

As  part  of  this  program,  I  established  the  Presidential  Clemency  Board  to 
reviev^  the  cases  of  evaders  and  deserters  w^ho  had  been  convicted  of  these 
offenses.  In  addition,  other  parts  of  the  program  vs^ere  administered  by  the 
Department  of  Justice  and  by  the  Department  of  Defense. 

The  Clemency  Board,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Charles  E.  Goodell,  has 
considered  approximately  15,500  applications  on  a  case-by-case  basis  for  the 
purpose  of  making  recommendations  to  me.  As  I  had  intended,  the  Board  gave 
careful  attention  to  each  individual  case  and  did  not  simply  recommend  blanket 
amnesty  for  w^hole  categories  of  applicants.  The  Board  has  w^orked  diUgently 
to  fulfill  its  very  important  assignment. 


^  The  Commission  on  Marihuana  and  Druj?  Abuse,  chaired  by  former  Gov.  Raymond  P.  Shafer,  presented 
its  report  to  President  Nixon  on  March  21,  1972. 
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Now  that  the  Presidential  Clemency  Board  has  completed  its  consideration 
of  all  its  cases,  I  have  signed  an  Executive  order  [11878  of  September  10, 1975] 
terminating  operations  of  the  Board  and  transferring  to  the  Attorney  General 
whatever  administrative  duties  may  remain  to  be  completed. 

I  want  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Board  for  their  personal  contribution  and 
hard  work.  As  a  result  of  their  efforts,  many  deserving  young  Americans  will 
have  been  helped  to  achieve  full  reentry  into  their  respective  communities. 

note:  On  the  same  day,  the  President  met  with  members  of  the  Board  at  the  White  House. 
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Remarks  at  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  Air  Force  Association. 
September  16,  1975 

Members  of  Congress,  members  of  the  Air  Force  Association,  and  your  guests: 

Let  me  first  thank  Joe  and  all  of  you  for  making  an  ex-Navy — [laughter'] — a 
life  member  of  the  Air  Force  Association.  Boy,  that's  really  stretching  things, 
to  be  that  kind  and  thoughtful,  and  I  am  very  appreciative. 

I  also  am  grateful  for  the  opportunity  to  spend  some  time  here  and  shake 
hands  with  some  people  I  haven't  met,  get  acquainted  with  those  that  are  here, 
and  to  renew  some  acquaintances  with  those  that  I  have  known  for  a  good 
many  years. 

I  am  most  appreciative  of  the  actions  that  have  been  taken  by  the  Air  Force 
Association,  not  because  I  am  a  member,  because  I  guess  I  haven't  gotten  any 
voting  privileges.  [Laughter]  But,  nevertheless,  I  read  with  interest  and  admira- 
tion what  the  Air  Force  Association  has  done  in  some  of  the  resolutions  that 
you  have  passed,  some  of  the  recommendations  that  you  have  made. 

We  have  got  a  tough  job.  We  must  be  strong  enough  and  we  will  be  strong 
enough  to  make  certain  that  the  United  States  is  second  to  none,  period.  Of 
course,  that  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  best  way  to  ensure  that  we  keep  the  peace 
now  and  in  the  future. 

We  have  some  current  problems,  and  we  have  some  long-range  ones.  We 
have  the  current  problem  which  this  association,  or  the  executive  group,  or 
whatever  this  distinguished  group  is  called — [laughter] — you  have  taken  some 
very  forthright  and,  I  think,  commendable  action  in  adopting  a  resolution  urg- 
ing the  Congress  to  remove  the  arms  embargo  limitation  as  far  as  Turkey  is 
concerned.  I  applaud  your  support. 
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All  of  you  know  the  reasons  why  that  was  done.  If  we  don't  do  it,  we  are 
going  to  weaken  NATO.  If  we  don't  do  it,  we  are  going  to  very  seriously  injure 
our  intelligence-gathering  capability.  If  we  don't  do  it,  we  will  have  no  influence 
in  trying  to  get  an  equitable  settlement  in  Cyprus.  So,  I  thank  you,  and  I  con- 
gratulate you  for  this  help. 

Secondly,  the  fact  that  the  United  States  was  strong  and  that  it  is  our  intention 
to  remain  strong  gave  us  a  very  important  opportunity  to  participate  in  keeping 
the  momentum  going  for  negotiations  as  far  as  the  Middle  East  is  concerned. 
Not  that  we  actually  negotiated  the  settlement,  because  the  parties  themselves 
did  that,  but  the  fact  that  the  United  States  was  respected,  the  fact  that  the 
United  States  had  a  major  role  in  international  affairs,  gave  us  an  opportunity 
to  be  a  helpful  participant  in  the  negotiations  between  Egypt  and  Israel. 

Now,  I  have  scanned  the  other  recommendations  or  actions  taken  by  the  Air 
Force  Association,  by  all  of  you  here.  They  are  helpful.  I  would  be  less  than 
honest  if  I  didn't  say  that  we  are  having  trouble  in  the  Congress  in  getting 
enough  money  to  keep  us  as  strong  as  we  ought  to  be. 

I,  of  course,  seldom  like  to  get  in  confrontations  with  my  former  colleagues — 
[laughter] — but  after  spending  12  years  on  the  defense  subcommittee  on  appro- 
priations, I  have  some  background  on  miUtary  weaponry,  programs,  poHcies, 
et  cetera.  I  think  without  any  question  of  a  doubt,  the  actions  that  have  been 
taken  by  the  Congress  so  far  are  not  good,  and  we  ought  to  do  something 
about  it. 

If  you  can  grab  some  of  your  good  friends  around  here — and  I  see  a  couple 
of  good  potential  victims — [laughter] — whisper  in  their  ears  and  bolster  their 
determination,  because  we  cannot  afford  to  be  number  two.  If  we  don't  ade- 
quately authorize  and  appropriate  for  the  Defense  Department,  we  will  be. 

We  have  got  a  crunch  coming  in  the  very  near  future,  as  far  as  being  able  to 
convince  the  Soviet  Union  that  we  are  negotiating  from  strength,  if  the  Con- 
gress doesn't  give  us  enough  money  to  have  adequate  army,  navy,  air  force,  and 
marine  programs.  It  is  just  that  black  and  white. 

We  have  to  be  strong  enough  to  convince  them  that  it  is  in  our  mutual  interest 
to  have  a  SALT  II  agreement.  Now,  if  we  are  unsuccessful  in  this  negotia- 
tion, then  I  will,  under  my  oath  of  office,  have  to  request  that  the  Congress 
appropriate  substantially  more  funds. 

I  would  prefer  having  enough  to  have  a  mutually  agreeable  SALT  II,  but 
I  have  to  be  very  honest  and  very  frank  with  you  that  so  far  we  need  more 
help  in  the  Congress,  even  for  a  SALT  II  agreement.  And  we  will  need  a 
lot  more  help  in  the  Congress  if  we  don't  get  a  SALT  II  agreement,  because 
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under  no  circumstances,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  are  we  going  to  be  number 
two,  and  I  simply  conclude  with  this  observation  and  comment. 

It  is  organizations  and  people  like  yourselves  that  make  my  job  much 
easier.  I  know  in  the  past  Presidents  have  called  upon  all  of  you  or  your  predeces- 
sors to  do  the  same.  They  have  thanked  you,  and  I  am  grateful  for  your  help  and 
assistance. 

We  have  got  some  tough  days  ahead,  but  as  I  look  down  the  road  and  look 
over  the  horizon,  it  is  my  judgment  that  America,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
has  a  great  opportunity  to  have  better  and  better  and  better  days,  and  all  of  us 
will  benefit,  and  your  help  will  be  significantly  beneficial  in  achieving  that 
result. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:31  p.m.  in  the  Cotillion  Room  at  the  Sheraton-Park  Hotel. 
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Remarks  at  the  Presentation  of  the  National  Medal  of  Science 

Awards  for  1974.     September  18,  1975 

Dr.  Stever,  distinguished  award  recipients,  Members  of  Congress,  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 

The  w^orld  v^^as  very  late  in  recognizing  that  men  and  w^omen  of  science  and 
technology  are  the  true  movers  and  shakers  of  human  events.  Our  Founding 
Fathers  drev^  up  a  Constitution  that  gave  the  Congress  the  pov^ers  to  promote 
the  progress  of  science  and  the  useful  arts. 

Although  a  great  deal  of  Federal  support  flow^ed  from  that  mandate  in  the 
Constitution,  it  v^as  not  until  1959  that  the  National  Medal  of  Science  w^as 
created  to  honor  those  vv^ho  have  distinguished  themselves  in  this  important 
field. 

Since  1962,  89  distinguished  scientists  and  engineers  have  been  av^arded  this 
medal.  It  is  our  proud  and  honored  privilege  today  to  honor  13  more  outstand- 
ing men  of  science  and  engineering  with  this  distinguished  av^ard. 

These  av^ards,  the  Nation's  highest  honor  to  its  men  and  w^omen  of  science 
and  engineering,  are  of  particular  significance  as  we  approach  this  Bicentennial 
year.  As  we  look  back  over  200  years  of  the  Nation's  history,  we  see  the  profound 
influence  science  and  technology  have  had  on  our  Nation's  development.  We 
owe  a  great  debt  to  science  and  to  all  the  men  and  women  who  have  carried  on 
the  scientific  enterprise  of  this  country. 
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Beyond  this,  the  whole  spirit  of  science — one  that  urges  us  here  in  the  United 
States  to  innovate,  to  explore  the  unknown,  to  answer  the  unanswered — is  the 
true  spirit  of  America. 

Today,  more  than  ever,  we  need  to  maintain,  to  nourish  that  spirit  and  to  do  it 
in  every  facet  of  our  national  life. 

The  13  men  whom  we  are  privileged  to  honor  today  have  contributed  to  the 
spectrum  of  scientific  advances  in  many,  many  ways.  Their  work  in  the  physical 
and  biological  sciences  and  in  mathematics  and  engineering  has  touched  and 
enriched  the  lives  of  all  of  us. 

Wide-ranging  Federal  support  of  scientific  research  and  technology  became  a 
national  policy  after  World  War  II.  Since  then,  support  has  grown  both  in 
dollars  and  the  percentage  of  the  Nation's  total  effort.  In  the  coming  year,  this 
amount  and  percentage  will  again  grow.  Total  Federal  funds  for  civihan 
research  and  development  will  rise  to  over  $7.3  billion,  an  increase  of  12  percent 
over  1975. 

Throughout  all  the  years  of  Federal  support  for  research,  there  has  been  a 
continued  debate  over  the  issue  of  what  fields  of  inquiry  should  have  priority. 
As  the  Nation's  needs  have  changed,  the  priorities  have  changed,  which  is  as  it 
should  be  and  is  as  it  will  be. 

In  recent  years.  Federal  research  and  development  support  has  been  particu- 
larly responsive  in  the  fields  of  energy  and  environmental  conservation.  From 
1969  to  1976,  energy  research  and  development  has  grown  at  an  average  annual 
rate  of  more  than  21  percent;  environmental  support  has  grown  at  a  rate  of  17 
percent. 

Nonetheless,  the  Nation's  commitment  to  that  most  fundamental  of  all  in- 
quiries, basic  research,  has  not  diminished.  We  recognize  that  it  is  such  research 
that  forms  the  base  upon  which  all  understanding  in  all  fields  of  human  inquiry 
must  build.  This  is  why  we  will  increase  basic  research  funding  in  1976  by 
11  percent. 

It  is  impossible  to  measure  accurately  the  benefits  of  our  research  efforts  to  the 
Nation  and  to  the  world.  We  do  know,  however,  that  our  achievements  will  be 
far-reaching  and  profound.  We  can  be  absolutely  certain  that  new  products  and 
improved  productivity  will  flow  from  them. 

Our  Nation's  future  and  that  of  the  world  depends  on  the  creativity  and  the 
genius  of  men  and  women  such  as  these  we  honor  today. 

For  your  contributions,  gentlemen,  for  what  you  have  given  to  our  country, 
to  science,  and  to  humanity,  we  thank  you  all.  We  are  grateful,  and  we  are  proud 
to  honor  you  today. 
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It  is  now  my  pleasure  to  call  upon  Dr.  Guy  Stever,  Director  of  the  National 
Science  Foundation,  to  read  the  citations  for  each  awardee. 
Guy,  will  you  come  forward,  please  ? 


note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:10  p.m.  in  the 
East  Room  at  the  White  House. 

The  awards  were  based  on  recommendations  of  the 
President's  Committee  on  the  National  Medal  of 
Science. 

Saunders  MacLane  accepted  the  medal  on  behalf 
of  Kurt  Godel  who  was  too  ill  to  attend  the  cere- 
mony, and  Mrs.  Nicolaas  Bloembergen  accepted  the 
medal  on  behalf  of  her  husband  who  was  in  the 
People's  Republic  of  China. 

The  texts  of  the  citations  follow: 

Britton  Chance — For  his  contributions  to  our 
knowledge  of  cellular  and  subcellular  phys- 
iology made  through  work  on  enzyme-substrate 
complexes,  on  the  kinetics  of  enzyme  action, 
and  on  the  mechanism  and  control  of  mem- 
brane-bound electron  transfer  during  cellular 
respiration. 

Erwin  Chargaff — ^For  fundamental  chemical  and 
biological  studies  establishing  the  basis  for 
modern  concepts  of  the  mechanisms  of  pro- 
tein synthesis  and  the  genetic  role  of  nucleic 
acids. 

James  Van  Gundia  Neel — For  pioneering  achieve- 
ments in  creating  the  science  of  human  genetics 
and  discovering  the  genetic  basis  of  several 
human  diseases. 

James  Augustine  Shannon — ^For  outstanding  lead- 
ership in  biomedical  research  following  an 
earlier  career  in  distingiushed  laboratory  in- 
vestigation of  kidney  function  and  anti- 
malarial drugs. 

Rudolf  Kompfner — ^For  his  invention  of  the  trav- 
eling-wave tube  and  for  major  contributions  to 
communication  satellites  and  to  optical  com- 
munications. 


Ralph  Brazelton  Peck — For  his  development  of 
the  science  and  art  of  subsurface  engineering, 
combining  the  contributions  of  the  sciences  of 
geology  and  soil  mechanics  with  the  practical 
art  of  foundation  design. 

Abel  Wolman — For  significant  improvements  in 
the  environment  and  in  the  health  and  prosperity 
of  large  populations  through  the  development 
of  better  water  supply  and  wastewater  systems 
for  cities,  regions,  and  entire  nations. 

Kurt  Godel — For  laying  the  foundation  for  today's 
flourishing  study  of  mathematical  logic. 

Nicolaas  Bloembergen — For  pioneering  applica- 
tions of  magnetic  resonance  to  the  study  of 
condensed  matter  and  for  subsequent  scientific 
investigations  and  inventions  concerning  the 
interaction  of  matter  with  coherent  radiation. 

Paul  John  Flory — ^For  his  outstanding  contribu- 
tions to  our  understanding  of  the  modes  of 
formation  and  structure  of  polymeric  substances. 

William  Alfred  Fowler — For  his  scientific  con- 
tributions to  nuclear  physics  and  astrophysics, 
which  permitted  him  to  span  both  disciplines  to 
unravel  the  nuclear  processes  that  control  the 
evolution  of  stars. 

Linus  Carl  Pauling — For  the  extraordinary  scope 
and  power  of  his  imagination,  which  has  led 
to  basic  contributions  in  such  diverse  fields  as 
structural  chemistry  and  the  nature  of  chemical 
bonding,  molecular  biology,  immunology,  and 
the  nature  of  genetic  diseases. 

Kenneth  Sanborn  Pitzer — For  his  pioneering  ap- 
plication of  statistical  thermodynamics  and 
spectroscopy  to  our  understanding  of  the  prop- 
erties of  organic  and  inorganic  materials. 
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Letter  Accepting  the  Resignation  of  William  J.  Casey, 
President  and  Chairman  of  the  Export-Import  Bank  of  the 
United  States.     September  19,  1975 

Dear  Bill: 

I  have  your  letter  of  September  13,  and  it  is  with  deepest  regret  that  I  accept 
your  resignation  as  President  of  the  Export-Import  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
effective  on  a  date  to  be  determined. 
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While  I  fully  understand  the  personal  considerations  which  have  prompted 
your  decision,  I  want  you  to  know,  as  I  indicated  in  our  conversation  last  week, 
that  I  would  much  prefer  to  have  you  remain  as  Bank  President.  You  have 
been  an  outstanding  member  of  our  team  and,  needless  to  say,  we  will  greatly 
miss  your  loyal,  dedicated  services. 

For  nearly  five  years,  as  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Economic  Affairs  and 
now  as  President  and  Chairman  of  the  Export-Import  Bank,  you  have  brought 
to  your  responsibilities  a  valuable  combination  of  exceptional  economic  skills 
and  sound  political  judgment.  I  am,  of  course,  particularly  grateful  for  your 
assistance  and  counsel  during  the  past  thirteen  months  and  hope  you  will  always 
look  back  on  this  period  of  public  service  with  personal  pride  and  satisfaction 
in  the  contributions  you  have  made  to  the  well-being  of  our  Nation. 

As  you  return  now  to  private  life,  Betty  joins  me  in  extending  to  Sophia  and 
you  our  warmest  good  wishes  for  every  success  and  happiness  in  the  years  ahead. 
Sincerely, 

Jerry  Ford 

[The  Honorable  William  J.  Casey,  President  of  the  Export-Import  Bank  of  the  United  States,  Washington, 
D.C.  20571] 

note:    Mr.   Casey's   letter   of   resignation   read   as  are  doing.  I  will   always  remain   eager  to   assist 

follows:  you  in  any  way  you  wish. 

Dear  Mr  President'  ^  greatly  appreciate  your  understanding  of  my 

This  will  confirm  the  request  I  made,  in  our  ^^^^^^^  'Y  ^  '^'"''^^  ^^  ^°"J^  ^«^^^^°^  ^^  "^'^ 

discussion  earlier  this  week,  that  I  be  relieved  of  my  '^^   '^   b"^^""^,  ^'^^^  ^^^f  "^^  f  ^^^"^^   ^^^^^  ^ 

duties  as  Chairman  of  the  Export-Import  Bank  at  ^^^^  ^^^"^  away   rom  for  almost  five  years, 

v    ^             •  Respectfully  yours, 

your  earliest  convenience.  ^           /  /        > 

T        J1--              .vu          .           .T..U  William  J.  Casey 

I  made  this  request  with  great  regret.  It  has  ^ 

been  a  high  honor  and  great  privilege  for  me  to        [The  President,   The  White  House,   Washington, 

serve  in  your  Administration.  As  you  know,  I  have       D.C] 

a  deep  interest  in  what  you  are  seeking  to  achieve 

for  our  country  and  great  admiration  for  what  you 
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Letter  Accepting  the  Resignation  of  Ray  Garrett,  Jr., 
Chairman  and  Member  of  the  Securities  and  Exchange 
Commission.     September  19,  1975 

Dear  Ray: 

I  have  your  letter  of  September  17,  and  it  with  deepest  regret  that  I  accept 
your  resignation  as  Chairman  and  Member  of  the  Securities  and  Exchange 
Commission,  effective  on  a  date  to  be  determined.  In  doing  so,  I  want  you  to 
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know  that  I  fully  understand  the  personal  concerns  which  have  prompted  your 
decision  at  this  time. 

For  more  than  two  years,  you  have  fulfilled  your  challenging  responsibilities 
with  exceptional  energy  and  skill.  The  valuable  experience  and  keen  judgement 
which  you  brought  to  the  Chairmanship  have  enabled  you  to  make  an  out- 
standing contribution  to  the  work  of  the  Commission,  and  more  importantly, 
to  the  improved  well-being  of  all  Americans. 

Under  your  direction,  new  luster  has  been  added  to  the  Commission's  already 
fine  reputation  for  effectiveness,  fairness  and  integrity.  It  is  a  record  of  achieve- 
ment in  which  you  can  take  a  large  measure  of  personal  satisfaction  and  which 
has  earned  my  lasting  respect  and  gratitude. 

Now  as  you  prepare  to  return  to  the  private  sector,  I  hope  you  will  always 
look  back  with  pride  on  the  service  you  have  rendered  our  Nation.  You  may  be 
sure  you  take  with  you  my  heartfelt  good  wishes  for  every  future  success  and 
happiness. 

Sincerely, 

Jerry  Ford 

[The  Honorable  Ray  Garrett,  Jr.,   Chairman,  Securities  and  Exchange  Commission,  Washington,  D.C., 
20549] 

note:   Mr.   Garrett's  letter  of  resignation  read   as 
follows: 


Dear  Mr.  President: 

I  hereby  submit  my  resignation  as  Chairman  and 
a  member  of  the  Securities  and  Exchange  Commis- 
sion as  of  November  30,  1975,  or  such  earlier  date 
as  may  suit  your  convenience. 

It  is  difficult  to  know  when  it  is  the  right  time  to 
return  to  private  life.  Given  the  pride  and  affection 
with  which  I  view  the  Commission,  any  time  would 
be  difficult.  However,  in  various  areas  of  our  re- 
sponsibilities we  have  achieved  postures  where  a 
break  seems  less  disruptive  to  the  Commission's  work 
than  might  otherwise  be  the  case.  Since  I  cannot  re- 


main indefinitely,  this  seems  to  be  as  good  a  time 
as  any  to  plan  my  departure. 

It  has  been  a  privilege  to  be  associated  with  your 
Administration,  which  has  given  strong  support  to 
the  actions  and  policies  of  this  Commission,  and  I 
extend  my  best  wishes  for  continued  success  in  your 
own  endeavors. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Ray  Garrett,  Jr. 
Chairman 

[The  President,   The  White  House,   Washington, 
D.C.  20500] 
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Remarks  at  the  Oklahoma  State  Fair  in  Oklahoma  City. 
September  19,  1973 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Henry,  Governor  Boren,  Senator  Bartlett,  Con- 
gressmen Tom  Steed,  John  Jarman,  Ted  Risenhoover,  Ed  Gaylord,  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 

I  am  highly  honored  and  overjoyed  to  be  here  with  you,  and  I  express,  on 
behalf  of  Betty  and  myself,  our  deep,  deep  gratitude  for  the  wonderful  welcome 
and  reception  we  have  received.  Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

As  a  former  college  football  player,  I  can't  tell  you  how  pleased  I  am  to  be 
here  in  Oklahoma  again — the  home  of  the  number  one  team.  Michigan  is  num- 
ber two,  and  we  are  going  to  try  and  get  ahead.  [Laughter'] 

I  like  to  come  to  Oklahoma  because  adventure  still  lives  here,  and  it  was  so 
beautifully  expressed  by  your  fine  Governor,  Dave  Boren.  The  pioneering  spirit 
of  the  founders  of  Oklahoma — independent  and  self-reliant — exists  as  your 
mighty  plains,  cities,  and  towns.  It  represents,  as  Will  Rogers  used  to  say  about 
Oklahomans,  the  work  of  the  "big,  honest  majority."  I  salute  you  for  your 
achievements  and  commend  you  for  your  visions  of  an  even  brighter  and 
brighter  future. 

Today,  the  ranchers  and  farmers  of  Oklahoma  and  of  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try have  become  the  most  productive  in  the  world.  Last  year  alone,  the  United 
States  exported  nearly  $22  billion  in  various  agricultural  products. 

Without  these  exports,  our  country  would  have  had  a  huge  balance  of  pay- 
ments deficit,  our  dollar  would  have  been  weakened  in  foreign  markets,  and 
we  would  have  had  to  pay  higher  and  higher  prices  for  the  items  we  import 
from  abroad. 

In  short,  the  American  farmer  not  only  raises  crops  but  raises  the  overall 
standard  of  living  of  every  American — ^210  million  Americans — and  I  compli- 
ment you  for  it. 

As  many  of  you  know,  I  advocated  a  policy  of  full  agricultural  production  last 
year.  It  is  not  in  the  long-term  interest  of  the  American  farmer  or  consumer  to 
limit  the  production  of  wheat,  feed  grains,  or  any  other  agricultural  product. 
Our  country  has  now  achieved  a  record  wheat  crop,  and  a  record  corn  crop  is 
expected  by  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  a  record  that  every  American  farmer  can 
be  proud  of,  and  we  are  proud  of  you. 

Far  too  often  the  American  farmer  has  been  made  the  scapegoat  of  many 
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of  our  economic  problems.  The  price  of  beef  goes  up — ^blame  the  farmer.  The 
price  of  milk  goes  up — ^blame  the  farmer.  The  price  of  bread  goes  up — blame 
the  farmer. 

Well,  I  know  and  you  know  the  farmer  is  not  to  blame  for  the  inflation  we 
have  today.  I  recently  read  in  a  news  magazine  that  when  it  comes  to  bread, 
the  food  product  that  seems  to  get  the  most  attention,  the  farmer  only  receives 
17  percent  of  the  total  retail  price  of  that  loaf  of  bread.  The  middlemen  get  the 
rest.  The  American  farmer  is  not  the  beneficiary  of  inflation.  Along  with  every 
other  American,  he  is  the  victim. 

Fortunately,  we  have  some  good  news  today  regarding  inflation,  and  I  would 
like  to  share  it  with  you.  The  latest  figures  released  this  morning — and  I  have 
them  here — indicate  that  in  August  the  cost  of  living  rose  only  two-tenths  of 
1  percent.  This  is  the  smallest  monthly  increase  in  more  than  2  years,  and  con- 
trary to  all  the  fingerpointing  at  farmers,  food  prices  held  steady.  The  small  rise 
was  accounted  for  by  other  commodities  and  other  services. 

Now,  I  have  been  around  long  enough  to  know  that  the  good  news  of  1 
month  does  not  mean  that  the  battle  is  won.  But  I  do  beUeve  it  means  we  are 
winning  the  battle  against  inflation  if  we  just  keep  the  pressure  on.  But  let  me 
assure  you,  this  victory  will  not  be  achieved  at  the  expense  of  the  Nation's 
farmers,  and  I  pledge  you  that. 

The  American  farmer  wants — and  with  very  good  reason — to  sell  all  of  his 
production  either  at  home  or  abroad.  And  I  am  here  today  to  tell  him  and  to 
tell  you  that  we  are  working  night  and  day  to  make  certain  that  farmers  will 
be  able  to  sell  what  they  produce  in  a  free  market  at  fair  prices. 

We  have  built  regular,  profitable  grain-trading  relations  with  traditional 
buyers  in  Europe,  Japan,  and  elsewhere.  Therefore,  we  can  generally  count  in 
advance  on  a  certain  level  of  sales  to  these  long-time  foreign  customers.  Farmers 
can  plan  for  them,  and  our  marketing  can  accommodate  them  without  disrup- 
tion. The  Soviet  Union  represents  a  relatively  new  factor  in  United  States  agri- 
culture trading.  Farmers  have  not  been  able  to  predict  Soviet  Government  pur- 
chases, and  our  market  has  been  disrupted  when  Soviet  purchases  are  unusually 
large  on  the  one  hand  or  unusually  small  on  the  other. 

I  am  now  giving  priority  attention  to  reaching  an  agreement  that  will  enable 
us  to  trade  with  the  Soviets  on  a  more  predictable  basis.  It  would  permit  us  to 
make,  for  example,  additional  sales  this  year  and  guarantee  sales  in  the  years  to 
come. 

So  there  will  be  no  misunderstanding  about  what  is  happening  in  these  grain 
negotiations  with  the  Soviet  Union,  let's  look  at  our  last  five  crop  seasons.  Soviet 
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grain  purchases  from  the  United  States  have  fluctuated  wildly  in  the  last  5 
years — speaks  and  valleys. 

In  1971-72,  the  United  States  sold  2.8  million  metric  tons  of  grain  to  the  So- 
viet Union.  In  1972-73,  the  figure  soared  to  13.8  million  metric  tons.  In  1973-74, 
it  dropped  to  6.8  million  metric  tons  and  then  plummeted  to  2.2  million  metric 
tons  in  1974  and  1975. 

In  this  crop  year  wc  have  already  sold  10.2  million  metric  tons,  and  the  So- 
viets want  to  buy  still  more.  These  wide  fluctuations,  these  peaks  and  valleys, 
have  brought  about  serious  repercussions  in  price  and  in  marketing  both  here  at 
home  and  around  the  world.  They  have  caused  serious  international  shipping 
complications.  The  United  States  wants  a  solid  agreement  from  the  Soviet  Union 
on  the  future  grain  purchases.  The  American  farmer  would  benefit  tremen- 
dously from  such  an  agreement. 

It  would  enable  him  to  plan  ahead  and  produce  for  a  much  more  reliable 
market.  It  would  strengthen  this  Nation's  reputation  as  a  dependable  supplier 
and  increase  our  long-term  sales.  At  the  same  time,  full  production  would  assure 
American  consumers  of  plentiful  supplies  at  reasonable  prices. 

Also,  we  must  be  in  a  position  to  deliver  the  grain  that  we  sell.  That  too  deter- 
mines whether  we  are  dependable  suppliers.  Once  grain  starts  moving  from  the 
wheatfields  of  Oklahoma  to  the  Russian  docks,  or  to  any  other  nation,  it  must 
continue  to  move  or  the  total  sale  is  jeopardized.  This  would  cause  unfavorable 
repercussions  on  markets  and  jobs  here  at  home. 

The  purpose  and  the  result  of  my  discussions  with  labor  representatives  was  to 
keep  the  grain  moving  that  had  already  been  sold  while  we  negotiated  for  a 
long-term  contractual  agreement  with  the  Soviet  Union. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  encouraging  progress  is  being  made  on  an  agreement 
which  will  enable  us  to  make  additional  sales  this  year  and  substantial  sales  on 
a  regular  basis  over  the  next  5  years. 

Neither  our  Government  nor  the  Soviet  Union,  its  Government,  would  set 
the  price.  The  Soviets  would  pay  the  full  amount,  the  full  market  price  through- 
out the  length  of  this  agreement. 

I  am  optimistic  that  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  will  reach  this 
agreement,  which  will  benefit  American  Farmers  and  the  American  consumers, 
an  agreement  that  will  benefit  both  our  countries  so  that  the  temporary  halt 
in  grain  sales  can  be  lifted. 

There  is  still  another  very  urgent  challenge  facing  the  United  States  and  the 
people  of  this  great  State — to  make  certain  that  we  produce  enough  energy  for 
our  growing  needs  and  produce  it  here  at  home. 
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Many  people  in  the  United  States  apparently  do  not  believe  there  is  an  energy 
problem,  including  too  many  Members  of  the  Congress.  I  am  glad  to  say  it  is 
not  the  Oklahoma  delegation,  but  they  know  who  I  am  talking  about. 

But  I  say  to  you  in  all  seriousness,  the  United  States  is  headed  for  very  deep 
trouble  unless  we  act  while  we  have  time.  We  will  soon  have  time  only  to  react 
and  that  will  be  too  late. 

We  are  engulfed  in  Washington  in  apathy  on  the  part  of  some,  distrust  on  the 
part  of  others,  and  indecision  among  still  others.  Let  me  repeat  with  emphasis, 
the  energy  threat  is  very  real.  It  will  not  go  away.  It  will  grow  steadily  worse 
until  the  United  States  makes  some  hard,  tough  choices  about  its  energy  future. 

Since  1971,  the  amount  of  money  we  have  been  spending  overseas  for  foreign 
oil  has  skyrocketed  by  700  percent.  Our  annual  bill  for  foreign  oil  was  just  over 
$3  billion  4  years  ago,  and  today  it  has  ballooned  to  $25  billion. 

That  $25  billion  could  have  provided  more  than  1  million  jobs  for  unemployed 
Americans  here  at  home.  As  American  dollars  pour  out  of  our  country,  so  does 
our  economic  stability  and  our  national  security. 

Eight  months  ago  I  proposed  to  the  Congress  this  Nation's  first  comprehen- 
sive national  energy  program.  Well,  let  me  just  tell  you  how  many  times  since 
then  I  have  tried  to  work  out  an  energy  solution  with  the  Congress. 

You  won't  believe  this — between  January  1  of  this  year  and  as  of  a  week  ago,  I 
held  48  energy  or  energy-related  meetings  with  Members  of  the  Congress.  I  have 
met  at  least  once  with  51  out  of  the  100  United  States  Senators  and  at  least  once 
with  304  out  of  the  435  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  listened  to 
their  pleas  and  promises,  asking  for  more  time  to  act.  I  offered  compromise,  I 
sought  cooperation,  all  without  avail. 

But  we  are  no  closer  now  to  a  positive  energy-producing  program  from  the 
Congress  than  we  were  8  months  ago.  And  may  I,  at  this  point,  reiterate  what  I 
indicated  a  few  moments  ago — and  Henry  Bellmon,  Dewey  Bartlett,  Tom 
Steed,  John  Jarman,  and  Ted  Risenhoover  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  the  other  Members  of  our  delegation— if  I  had  that  kind  of 
full  support  from  the  delegations  of  every  State,  we  would  have  had  an  energy 
program  on  the  statute  book  6  months  ago. 

I  have  met  the  Congress  more  than  halfway.  It  is  time  for  the  Congress  to  co- 
operate, for  the  Congress  to  act  to  protect  the  future  security  and  prosperity  of 
the  United  States. 

The  problem  is  perfecriy  obvious— if  we  don't  get  a  program  on  the  statute 
books  this  year,  you  can  bet  it  won't  happen  in  a  national  election  year.  All 
eifforts  to  achieve  energy  independence  will  be  set  back  even  further. 
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Don't  believe  those  who  tell  you  they  are  fighting  to  hold  down  your  energy 
costs.  We  have  a  growing  scarcity  of  domestic  energy.  Government  controls  to 
allocate  this  scarcity  can't  work,  because  our  energy  shortfall  is  constantly 
increasing. 

Those  who  procrastinate  are  not  fighting  to  hold  down  your  energy  costs; 
they  are  fighting  to  put  off  the  critical  decisions  we  have  to  make  as  a  nation.  The 
truth  is  the  American  consumer  can  no  longer  enjoy  cheap  energy,  at  least  not 
in  the  lifetime  of  most  of  us. 

Prices  have  increased  and  they  will  continue  to  increase,  because  foreign  oil 
producers  from  faraway  shores  who  sell  us  40  percent  of  our  needs  have  com- 
bined to  raise  their  prices.  They  will  increase  even  more  as  we  become  increas- 
ingly dependent  on  foreign  oil. 

That  dependence  continues  to  grow  every  single  day  as  our  domestic  produc- 
tion continues  to  decline.  That  is  why  I  insist  on  a  new  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence— energy  independence.  I  want  and  I  need  your  help. 

Under  the  plan  that  I  submitted  to  the  Congress  in  January,  we  will  pay 
American  dollars  to  American  companies  to  produce  American  energy  for 
American  jobs  and  American  profits  and  American  taxes.  That  is  a  pretty  good 
program.  Don't  you  think  so  ? 

The  real  danger  to  our  economy  is  not  the  actions  I  propose,  but  the  inaction 
that  stifles  more  production  here  at  home  and  increases  our  dependence  on  oil 
from  abroad.  That  is  the  great  danger — the  loss  of  economic  freedom  by  the 
United  States  of  America,  the  reckless  risk  of  placing  our  national  liveUhood 
and  our  national  security  in  the  hands  of  others. 

That  doesn't  represent  American  independence,  self-reliance,  or  the  pioneer- 
ing spirit.  It  is  just  plain  chicken,  and  I  don't  think  Americans  admire  it,  want 
it,  or  will  stand  for  it. 

I  am  counting  on  you — the  "big,  honest  majority,"  as  Will  Rogers  called 
you — and  millions  of  others  like  you  across  America  who  will  decide  our 
Nation's  fate  and  who,  in  the  final  analysis,  will  be  the  producers  and  the  pro- 
tectors of  America's  greatness  in  the  future. 

Thank  you,  and  God  bless  you. 

note:    The   President   spoke   at    5:59    p.m.    at   the       ing   remarks,   he   referred   to  Edward   L.   Gaylord, 
Independence  Arch  on  the  fairgrounds.  In  his  open-       Oklahoma  State  Fair  president. 
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Remarks  at  a  Republican  Party  Reception  in  Oklahoma  City. 
September  19,  1975 

Than\  you  very  much,  Dewey,  Henry,  John  Jarman,  Bill  McLean,  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 

If  I  should  stop  right  now  and  walk  off  this  platform  to  speak  to  a  very  cute, 
attractive  Httle  girl,  I  hope  you  will  understand.  We  have  been  having  a  little 
affair  going  on  down  here.  [Laughter] 

Let  me  say  at  the  outset  how  deeply  grateful  I  am  for  the  warm  welcome  and 
the  kind  words  of  Henry  Bellmon,  Dewey  Bartlett,  and  let  me  add  with 
emphasis  how  great  it  is  to  have  John  Jarman  not  only  vote  with  us  but  be 
with  us. 

Obviously,  both  Betty  and  I  are  totally  delighted  to  be  here  in  Oklahoma,  and 
let  me  also  thank  you  for  the  very  fine  welcome  you  gave  to  Vice  President 
Rockefeller  here  last  week.  Nelson  tells  me  that  when  he  went  to  the  football 
game  last  Saturday,  he  was  met  with  nothing  but  unremitting  kindness,  hos- 
pitality, and  friendship  with  just  one  exception — the  guy  who  gave  him  Oregon 
and  three  points.  [Laughter]  If  we  should  play  Oklahoma,  I  will  have  to  get 
more  than  that.  [Laughter] 

What  a  better  time  to  be  in  Oklahoma  than  State  Fair  Week  and  the  begin- 
ning of  the  football  season.  It  is  obviously  a  great  experience  of  Betty  and  mine 
to  be  with  you,  to  meet  so  many  enthusiastic  and  ardent  Republicans  planning 
and  working  for  next  year's  election. 

May  I  especially  thank  Bill  McLean  for  his  participation  and  those  that  he  has 
brought  here  on  this  occasion.  Bill,  I  am  very  grateful,  and  if  I  can  get  those 
strokes  on  the  golf  course,  I  can't  wait  to  play  with  you.  [Laughter]  But  thank 
you  very,  very  much. 

As  you  have  heard  me  say  on  many  occasions  when  I  was  here  last  fall  and 
elsewhere,  the  Oklahoma  Republican  Party  has  in  Dewey  Bartlett  and  Henry 
Bellmon  two  of  the  most  outstanding,  finest  Members  of  the  United  States 
Senate  that  I  know.  I  am  not  going  to  embellish  what  you  know  better  than  I, 
but  it  certainly  is  encouraging  for  me,  whether  it's  on  fiscal  matters  or  defense 
matters  or  anything  else  that  is  relevant  to  the  national  progress  of  this  Nation, 
I  can  always  count  on  Dewey  and  on  Henry,  and  I  thank  you  for  that  help. 

I  would  be  negligent  if  I  didn't  add  a  word  about  John  Jarman.  He  and  I 
have  been  friends  in  the  House  of  Representatives  for  many,  many  years.  His 
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lovely  wife,  Marilyn,  and  my  wife,  Betty,  have  been  close  and  personal  friends. 
We  are  so  pleased  to  see  them  on  our  side,  and  I  thank  John  on  this  occasion  for 
his  many  votes  when  I  was  minority  leader  and  now,  when  I  am  in  the  present 
office,  for  his  strong  support.  John,  we  darn  well  better  get  somebody  really  good 
to  succeed  you. 

Let  me  say  with  complete  and  total  emphasis  that,  as  I  travel  around  the 
States,  whether  it  is  in  Maine,  Rhode  Island,  or  New  York,  or  the  State  of 
Washington  or  Oregon,  I  find  there  is  a  great  sense  of  renewal  and  anticipation, 
State  after  State,  on  behalf  of  the  philosophy  that  we  espouse  and  that  we  believe 
in,  that  we  are  willing  to  work  for. 

And  the  revival  of  this  optimism  is  based,  in  my  judgment,  on  very,  very 
sound  political  realities.  Whether  it  is  on  the  east  coast,  the  west  coast,  the 
northern  border,  or  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  I  find  that  the  American  people  want 
economic  stability,  and  that  stability,  which  is  the  very  foundation  of  our  de- 
mocracy, can  only  come  from  Federal  fiscal  responsibility. 

As  Republicans,  we  believe  in  sound  management  of  the  taxpayer's  money, 
yours  and  mine  and  that  which  was  contributed  by  some  200  million  other 
Americans. 

Today  this  Nation  is  seeing  the  unhappy,  the  sad  results  of  an  obsolete,  out- 
dated political  philosophy  which  holds  that  if  you  just  spend  enough  Federal 
money,  you  can  solve  every  problem  in  our  society. 

The  fact  of  the  matter  is  precisely  this:  The  American  people  know  that 
Federal  dollars  are  their  dollars.  They  want  some  old-fashioned  thrift  in  the 
way  in  which  their  money  is  spent,  like  they  manage  their  home  or  their  busi- 
ness or  their  church.  And  one  of  these  days — listen  very,  very  carefully — one  of 
these  days  the  big  spenders  in  the  Congress  are  going  to  find  this  out.  And  I 
respectfully  suggest  that  it  be  November  2, 1976. 

The  way  to  reduce  Federal  overspending  and  its  dangerous  offspring,  infla- 
tion, is  to  elect  a  Congress  with  a  little  common  sense,  a  little  common  sense 
about  dollars  and  cents.  And  until  that  happens,  the  only  way  Republicans, 
outnumbered  better  than  2  to  1  in  the  Congress,  can  head  off  massive  spend- 
ing and  effect  a  balance  in  how  we  spend  our  tax  money  is  with  the  veto.  I 
have  used  it  before,  37  times  to  be  exact.  And  I  will  use  it  again  and  again  and 
again. 

And  may  I  say  with  complete  sincerity  that  a  veto  is  not  negative,  as  Dewey 
and  Henry  and  John  will  tell  you.  A  veto  is  a  constitutionally  given  authority 
in  our  great  document  upon  which  our  Nation  was  founded.  It  was  constitu- 
tionally given  to  a  President  in  order  that  he  could  veto  something  and  thereby 
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give  the  Congress  a  little  more  time  to  reconsider  bad  legislation.  I  agree. 
\Laughter] 

But  the  veto  is  not  negative;  it's  an  affirmative  v^ay  to  get  better  legislation. 
And  that  is  why  w^e  are  going  to  use  it  more  and  more. 

But  in  all  honesty,  there  is  a  better  and  a  more  certain  way,  a  surer  way  to 
restore  fiscal  sanity  to  the  Congress.  And  I  say  with  emphasis,  elect  more 
Republicans. 

If  my  soundings  around  the  country — and  I  have  traveled  in  a  good  many 
States  and  I  speak  up  with  pride  about  it — most  Americans  want  what  we  in 
the  Republican  Party  want.  And  let  me  enumerate  them,  five  in  number:  a  free 
enterprise  system  unfettered  by  obsolete  regulations,  unfettered  by  obsolete  reg- 
ulations stifling  private  initiative  rather  than  stimulating  it;  number  two,  fiscal 
restraint  and  fiscal  responsibility  in  the  way  their  tax  money  is  spent,  yours  and 
everybody  else's;  number  three,  a  strong  national  defense  which  is  the  best 
assurance  of  peace;  number  four,  local  control  by  local  people  over  local  prob- 
lems; and  last,  but  not  least,  more  freedom  for  individuals  and  greater  say  in 
their  own  personal  aJff  airs. 

These  are  the  guideposts  which  have  pointed  the  way  for  this  Nation  for 
200  years  and  directed  the  efforts  of  our  party  for  over  100  years.  These  are  the 
principles  Republicans  believe  in  and  most  Americans  support. 

As  you  here  in  Oklahoma  are  well  aware,  on  the  eve  of  a  major  political 
campaign  to  elect  a  President,  a  Congress,  Governors,  mayors,  and  State  and 
local  officials  all  across  our  50  States,  the  air  will  soon  be  filled  with  speeches 
of  candidates,  the  rumble  of  bandwagons  and  the  questions  of  pollsters,  but 
the  pollsters  aren't  the  only  ones  who  will  be  asking  some  questions. 

As  we  prepare  for  this  campaign,  I  have  a  couple  of  questions  I  would  like  to 
ask  you  my  own  self,  and  I  would  like  your  response. 

Do  you  want  your  President  to  accept  without  a  fight  budget-busting  bills 
from  the  Congress  which  could  touch  off  a  new  round  of  inflation  ? 

Do  you  want  your  President  to  open  the  United  States  Treasury  to  every 
city  that  hasn't  or  won't  responsibly  manage  its  fiscal  affairs  ? 

Do  you  want  your  President  to  roll  over  and  play  dead  while  the  Congress 
passes  more  and  more  legislation  to  strangle  free  enterprise  and  the  Federal 
bureaucracy  passes  out  more  and  more  forms  to  fill  out  ?  [Laughter'] 

Do  you  want  your  President  to  go  along  with  those  who  would  transfer  local 
and  State  responsibility  to  the  massive  Federal  bureaucracy  ? 

Do  you  want  your  President  to  accept  legislation  that  will  continue  America's 
dependence  on  unreliable  foreign  oil  ?  Not  in  Oklahoma,  I  am  sure.  [Laughter] 


1460 


September  20  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1975  [573] 

Do  you  want  your  President  to  accept  deep  slashes  in  a  defense  program  ?  I 
say  this  with  very  sincere  and  deep  conviction  myself.  It  would  make  America 
number  two  in  a  world  where  only  number  one  really  counts. 

Do  you  want  your  President  to  permit  America's  defense  intelligence  system 
to  be  crippled  and  leave  this  Nation  naked  to  the  mercy  of  potential  enemies  ? 

I  think  your  answers  are  obvious,  and  I  think  those  are  the  answers  that  the 
American  people,  by  and  large — Republicans,  Independents,  discerning  Dem- 
ocrats, the  Republican  Party — are  in  tune  with:  your  needs,  your  hopes,  and 
your  aspirations. 

We  believe,  as  you  do,  in  the  principles  which  made  this  Nation  great,  and 
believe  me,  I  think  I  see  in  this  great  audience  a  heck  of  a  lot  of  people  that  are 
going  to  go  out  and  fight  hard,  give  time,  effort,  talent,  and  everything  else, 
especially  enthusiasm,  to  carry  this  message  to  the  American  people. 

If  we  do,  I  am  optimistic  as  to  the  results  in  the  Presidency,  the  Congress,  the 
governorships,  the  State  legislatures,  and  the  local  offices  on  November  2,  and 
America  will  be  better  off  for  it. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

NOTE:   The  President   spoke  at   8:05   p.m.   in  In-      opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Bill  McLean,  recep- 
dependence  Hall  at  the  Lincoln  Plaza  Inn.  In  his      tion  chairman. 
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Interview  in  Los  Angeles  With  Television  Reporters. 
September  20,  1973 

Bob  Abernethy.  Good  evening  and  welcome.  I  am  Bob  Abernethy,  KNBC 
News.  With  me  to  question  the  President  are  KNBC  News  reporters  Jess  Mar- 
low  and  Warren  Olney. 
Mr.  President,  welcome. 

RONALD  REAGAN 

[1.]  A  prominent  California  Republican  said  the  other  day  that  he  thinks  it 
would  be  healthy  for  the  Republican  Party  if  Ronald  Reagan  were  to  try  to  get 
the  GOP  nomination  for  the  Presidency.  Do  you  agree  with  that  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  see  any  serious  problems  in  that  regard.  I  have  always 
thought  that  competition  in  the  political  arena  was  healthy  for  the  candidates 
and  for  the  party.  I  certainly  feel  that  former  Governor  Reagan  and  myself  are 
close  enough  personal  friends  that  we  can  have  any  competition  without  having 
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a  divisive  impact  on  the  party.  So,  competition  being  good  for  candidates  and 
the  party,  I  think,  under  our  system,  I  see  no  serious  harm  in  that  regard. 

Q.  More  and  more  people  are  saying  they  think  it  is  inevitable  that  Governor 
Reagan  w^ill  run.  Do  you  share  that  view^  ? 

The  President.  I  really  should  not  pass  judgment  on  v^hat  he  w^ill  or  v^on't 
do.  So,  since  that  is  a  judgment  on  his  part,  I  think  wt  ought  to  v^ait  and  see. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  suggest  the  competition  vv^ould  be  healthy.  Indeed,  are 
v^e  not  seeing  some  of  that  competition  right  now^  w^ith  your  concentrated  sched- 
ule in  California  ? 

The  President.  I  look  upon  my  efforts  here  as  part  of  the  responsibility  that 
I  have  as  President  to  talk  to  groups  in  the  education  field,  in  the  labor  field,  in 
other  areas — and  I  also  feel  it  is  a  part  of  my  responsibility  on  this  trip  to  help 
the  party  per  se,  to  help  get  the  party  strengthened  in  the  responsibility  it  has  for 
organization  as  w^ell  as  fundraising.  There  is  nothing  in  this  trip  that  relates  to 
my  candidacy  as  such. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  is  there  any  question  in  your  mind  that  if  you  w^ent  head- 
to-head  in  the  primary  in  New^  Hampshire,  Florida,  other  places,  that  you  could 
beat  him  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  like  to  forecast  what  I  v^ill  do  in  the  political  race.  I 
am  confident  the  policies  that  wc  have  for  the  country,  the  policies  that  we  are 
trying  to  implement  domestically  and  foreign  policywise  put  us  in  a  pretty  good 
position  against  any  competition  within  or  without  the  party. 

Q.  In  the  event  Governor  Reagan  should  defeat  you  in  New  Hampshire  and 
Florida,  how  serious  a  blow  would  that  be  to  your  effort  to  get  the  nomination  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  speculate  about  defeat.  I  look  at  it  affirmatively,  that 
we  will  do  well  in  any  of  the  primaries,  whether  New  Hampshire,  Florida,  or 
otherwise,  just  as  I  feel  the  policies  we  are  trying  to  implement  for  the  country 
will  be  favorable,  and  therefore,  we  don't  analyze  what  will  happen  if  we  don't 
do  well. 

SENATE  ELECTION   IN  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

[2.]  Q.  How  do  you  see  the  result  of  the  Senatorial  race  in  New  Hampshire  ? 
A  lot  of  people  will  say  that  it  was  a  rebuke  to  your  policies. 

The  President.  I  don't  feel  it  was,  necessarily.  The  opposition  was  extremely 
well-organized  up  there.  They  got  out  roughly  30,000  more  votes  for  Durkin 
than  they  got  in  1974  in  November.  Strangely  enough,  Louis  Wyman  got  about 
3  or  4  thousand  more  votes  than  he  got  in  November.  So,  it  was  really  an  orga- 
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nizational  effort  rather  than  the  ideology  of  the  Administration  being  re- 
pudiated. 

Q.  Both  you  and  Governor  Reagan  campaigned  there,  though.  That  is  about 
as  heavy  an  artillery  as  your  party  could  have  brought  in. 

The  President.  Yes,  and  I  got  a  very  favorable  response  from  the  people  of 
Nevv^  Hampshire,  for  v^hich  I  am  very  grateful.  I  don't  think  that  response  or 
the  result  really  entered  into  that  election  as  such,  and  the  technical  adviser  to 
the  Democratic  Party,  Dick  Scammon,  discounted  any  impact  on  a  national 
level  from  that  particular  election. 

RONALD  REAGAN 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  one  more  Reagan  question.  Your  friend,  indeed  your 
host  for  part  of  this  v^eekend,  the  U.S.  Ambassador  to  Belgium,  Leonard  Fire- 
stone, has  said  he  doesn't  think  Ronald  Reagan  is  qualified  to  be  President. 
What  do  you  think  ?  Is  he  qualified  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  I  ought  to  pass  judgment  on  that.  He  w^as  a 
very  good  Governor  for  the  State  of  California,  and  I  don't  think  I  should  enter 
into  those  discussions. 

THE  middle  east 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  expressed  confidence  that  your  policies  would 
get  you  past  any  primary  competition,  indeed  in  a  general  election,  too,  and  you 
particularly  noted  foreign  policy.  I  v^ould  like  to  ask  you  a  couple  of  questions 
about  foreign  policy,  particularly  about  recent  Middle  East  agreements.  First 
of  all,  is  there  an  agreement  to  supply  Pershing  missiles  to  Israel  ? 

The  President.  The  documents  carefully  spell  out  that  wc  will  study  with 
Israel  their  request  for  Pershing  missiles.  It  is  carefully  phrased,  and  it  goes 
only  to  the  commitment  to  study  the  need  and  necessity  for  Pershing  missiles 
for  Israel. 

Q.  Senator  Howard  Baker  said  here  yesterday  that  he  believes— and  he  em- 
phasized it  is  only  his  belief— that  Israel  has  nuclear  weapons  now.  Could  you 
comment  on  that? 

The  President.  I  do  not  know  categorically  whether  they  do  or  do  not.  There- 
fore, I  don't  think  I  should  speculate. 

Q.  Another  missile  question.  The  Hawk  missile  for  Jordan— did  you  insist 
that  we  be  assured  that  those  could  only  be  used  defensively  ? 

The  President.  Certainly,  the  intent  is  that  those  Hawk  missiles  should  be 
used  for  defensive  purposes.  It  is  important  for  Jordan  to  have  that  defensive 
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capability,  and  the  intent — and  I  think  the  agreement  itself— is  aimed  at  that 
direction. 

Q.  Did  Jordan  regard  it  as  an  insult  that  we  suggested  it  only  be  defensive  ? 
Is  that  only  because  that  was  made  public  ? 

The  President.  It  is  a  very  technical  dispute,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  those 
differences  have  been  resolved — and  I  think  constructively  so — ^for  the  Middle 
East  as  a  whole. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  another  concern  regarding  the  Middle  East  is  those  200 
American  civilians  who  may  go  into  the  Sinai,  concern  that  they  may  become 
targets  or  hostages  and  that  that  could  cause  us  to  make  a  larger  movement  of 
men.  Can  you  promise  that  if  200  civilians  are  sent  to  the  Sinai  now,  more 
Americans  will  not  have  to  go  in  the  future  ? 

The  President.  There  is  certainly  no  intention  that  that  technical  contribution 
be  enlarged.  I  see  no  reason  why  it  should.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  fully  under- 
stood by  the  parties  that  it  will  not  be  enlarged. 

To  compare  that  to  the  situation  in  Vietnam  is  not  an  accurate  comparison. 
In  Vietnam,  there  were  two  parties  at  war,  and  the  American  initial  contribu- 
tion back  in  1961  was  at  the  request  of  one  party  and  in  opposition  to  the  other 
party. 

In  this  case,  both  Israel  and  Egypt  requested  our  contribution.  So,  it  is  a  totally 
different  situation,  and  there  is  no  intent  on  our  part  to  enlarge  it.  There  is  no 
request  by  either  party  to  enlarge  it.  So,  I  see  no  possibility  of  that  happening. 

Q.  Supposing  there  was  some  kind  of  an  attack  on  those  people  by  the 
Palestine  Liberation  Organization?  What  would  this  country's  response  be.? 

The  President.  Of  course,  our  effort  would  be  to  bring  those  American 
technicians  out  of  the  area  in  case  of  any  forecast  of  trouble  arising  in  the  area. 
They  are  there,  will  be  there  in  the  U.N.  buffer  zone  along  with  7,000  or  8,000 
U.N.  forces,  and  I  think  they  are  thoroughly  protected. 

It  is  an  area,  in  my  opinion  at  least,  that  it  is  safe  for  those  Americans.  I  think 
it  is  well  to  point  out  that  we  have  now,  I  think  it  is,  15  or  20  Americans  there 
with  the  U.N.  forces  at  the  present  time.  So,  this  is  a  very  technical  contribution 
in  a  protected  area,  the  U.N.  buffer  zone.  So,  I  don't  think  that  problem  is  going 
to  arise. 

THE   FEDERAL  DEFICIT 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  Congressional  Budget  Office  reported  this  week 
that  if  the  Federal  Government  would  increase  the  deficit  by  another  $25  bil- 
lion, you  could  put  a  million  people  back  to  work  who  wouldn't  otherwise  be 
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put  back  to  work,  by  the  end  of  1977,  with  a  very  tiny  increase  in  inflation.  If 
that  is  true,  why  don't  you  do  it? 

The  President.  An  extra  $25  biUion  to  a  $6rbinion  deficit  would  have  serious 
ramifications. 

Q.  Is  that  study  wrong,  that  Congressional  Budget  Office  study,  is  that  wrong? 

The  President.  I  respectfully  disagree.  I  think  there  is  a  better  way  of  ap- 
proaching the  problem.  Of  course,  their  recommendations  came  out  prior  to  the 
announcement  on  Friday  that  we  had  made  very  significant  progress  in  the 
battle  against  inflation,  and  I  think  it  is  important  to  point  out  that  in  the  last 
8  months  the  cost  of  living  has  gone  up  4.8  percent  on  an  annual  basis  compared 
to  a  figure  for  the  previous  comparable  period  of  an  inflation  rate  of  8.3  or  8.4. 
So,  the  Congressional  Budget  recommendation  for  a  $25  billion  increase  in  the 
deficit,  taking  it  up  to  $85  or  $86  billion,  is  the  wrong  approach,  predicated  on 
the  facts  that  were  revealed  by  the  Department  of  Labor  on  Friday. 

the  nation's  economy 

[6.]  Q.  The  Governor  of  California,  among  others,  thinks  that  the  growing 
cost  of  energy  and  raw  materials,  the  demands  of  the  poor  nations  for  more  of 
what  we  have — all  this  means  that  our  days  of  significant  economic  growth  are 
over.  Do  you  agree  ? 

The  President.  I  am  an  optimist,  and  I  respectfully  disagree  with  the  Gov- 
ernor that  we  should  predicate  our  future  on  a  less  well-off  society  than  we 
have  had  in  the  past.  We  will  have  certain  periods  of  time  where  we  will  pay 
more  for  energy  or  there  will  be  some  energy  scarcity,  but  it  doesn't  mean  that 
the  United  States  should  expect  a  period  of  dismal  progress. 

I  think  the  United  States,  if  we  adopt  the  right  policies,  can  expect  continued 
growth  in  a  substantial  and  constructive  way.  If  we  approach  it  from  the  pessi- 
mistic point  of  view,  I  think  we  are  adopting  the  wrong  attitude. 

Q.  You  say  "if"  we  adopt  the  right  policies.  Does  that  suggest  that  we  have 
not  yet  adopted  it? 

The  President.  Well,  let's  take  the  energy  problem.  If  the  Congress  doesn't 
act  for  a  constructive  approach  to  the  energy  problem,  yes,  we  will  have  diffi- 
culties. We  have  been  prodding  the  Congress,  pushing  the  Congress,  cooperat- 
ing with  the  Congress,  and  yet  they  have  done  literally  nothing. 

Fortunately,  we  may  be  coming  out  of  it  on  the  right  side,  even  if  the  Con- 
gress doesn't  do  something,  but  I  would  rather  do  it  on  a  phased  decontrol  basis 
rather  than  an  abrupt  end  of  controls. 
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Q.  Congressman  Ed  Roybal  said  yesterday  that  he  did  not  think  you  had 
cooperated  sufficiently  or  compromised,  I  think,  is  the  way  he  put  it. 

The  President.  Let  me  just  cite  some  figures  that  I  did  yesterday  in  Okla- 
homa. Since  January,  when  I  submitted  a  program,  an  energy  program,  I  have 
personally  consulted  with  51  out  of  100  United  States  Senators.  I  personally  con- 
sulted with  305  or  310  of  the  435  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  recommended  two  phased  decontrol  programs.  They  have  rejected  both 
of  them.  I  have  gone  more  than  halfway.  And  I  regret — and  I  think  it  is  un- 
fortunate— that  the  Congress  has  not  responded. 

I  still  think  that  there  is  a  chance  they  could  at  least  do  something,  but  if  they 
don't  do  something,  then  I  think  we  also  are  in  a  position  where  we  will  come 
out  of  it  in  good  shape. 

THE  nation's  goals 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  times  past  and  in  times  of  national  problems,  other 
Presidents  have  called  on  the  American  people  to  serve  the  country  in  various 
ways.  It  seems  to  me  a  lot  of  people  are  willing,  even  eager  to  do  the  same  thing 
now,  but  they  aren't  sure  exactly  how.  What  would  you  like  to  ask  the  American 
people  to  do? 

The  President.  I  am  not  pessimistic  at  all  that  the  American  people  will  not 
respond.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  as  I  travel  around  the  country  I  find  the  American 
people  are  eager  to  cooperate.  They  can  do  it  in  a  number  of  ways.  The  first  is 
to  impress  upon  their  representatives  in  the  Congress,  Senators  and  Congress- 
men, that  we  have  to  move  ahead,  whether  it  is  in  energy,  or  the  economy,  or 
national  security.  I  note  a  slight  change  in  die  attitude  of  the  Congress,  because  I 
think  the  American  people  are  having  an  impact. 

Q.  Indeed,  that  is  what  you  are  trying  to  do  in  your  travels. 

The  President.  That  is  exacdy  what  we  are  trying  to  do.  And  I  note  some 
slight  improvement  in  the  attitude  of  the  Congress  in  trying  to  cooperate  with 
me,  and  I  certainly  am  going  to  bend  over  backward,  and  I  think  I  have  in  that 
area. 

intelligence-gathering  activities 

[8.]  Q.  During  the  past  week  we  have  heard  that  the  intelligence  apparatus 
in  this  country  deliberately  defied  the  press,  the  people,  and  the  Congress  about 
the  size  of  the  enemy  during  the  Tet  offensive  in  the  Vietnam  war.  What  do  you 
think  about  those  remarks  that  were  made,  and  how  do  you  feel,  as  a  former 
Member  of  Congress,  having  been  intentionally  defied  ? 

The  President.  If  it  is  a  fact,  and  I  think  the  committee  ought  to  get  others 
to  testify  who  might  have  a  different  view 
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Q.  Are  you  making  an  independent  effort  to  find  out  if  it  is  right  ? 

The  President.  That  is  one  person's  testimony,  a  former  employee.  To  get  a 
balanced  appraisal,  I  honestly  think  the  committee  ought  to  call  other  witnesses. 
And  that  brings  up  a  basic  decision  that  I  have  made.  Under  no  circumstances 
will  we  in  the  executive  branch  hold  back  any  information  that  might  involve 
a  criminal  activity  or  a  mistake  that  was  made.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  have 
ordered  the  people  who  have  the  immediate  jurisdiction  to  make  any  and  all 
information  available.  I  think  it  is  important  that  the  record  be  laid  out,  with 
this  exception:  We  should  not,  in  the  process  of  making  this  information  avail- 
able, reveal  sources  of  intelligence  information — either  by  individuals  or  by 
mechanical  means. 

Yes,  if  people  made  mistakes,  the  public  ought  to  know  about  it.  Yes,  if  there 
is  any  criminal  activity  involved,  that  ought  to  be  made  available  and  action 
ought  to  be  taken.  But  I  do  not  think  we  should  just  throw  open  our  intelligence 
sources.  That  is  a  serious  problem. 

CENTRAL  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  public  confidence  is  established  in  people  and  in  in- 
stitutions. We  are  told  public  confidence  was  established  in  you  by  your  firm 
handling  of  the  Mayaguez  affair.  I  think  we  can  suggest  that  in  recent  days 
public  confidence  has  been  reestablished  in  the  FBI  by  the  capture  of  Patty 
Hearst.  What  is  it  going  to  take  to  reestablish  public  confidence  in  the  Central 
Intelligence  Agency,  or  are  they  such  a  secret  agency  they  can  never  boast  about 
their  victories  ? 

The  President.  I  think  your  last  comment  is  one  of  the  problems.  The  com- 
mittee investigations  in  the  House  and  the  Senate,  if  conducted  properly,  can, 
I  believe,  illustrate  that  mistakes  were  made,  but  overall,  some  great  accomplish- 
ments were  achieved. 

I  have  the  benefit  of  the  Rockefeller  Commission  recommendations  and  the 
Murphy  Commission  ^  recommendations,  and  in  a  relatively  short  period  of  time, 
I  will  make  some  administrative  decisions  that  will  improve  the  working  opera- 
tions of  the  intelUgence  community,  including  the  CIA,  and  I  will  propose  to 
the  Congress  some  legislative  recommendations  which  will  likewise,  in  my 
opinion,  improve  our  intelligence-gathering  community.  But  you  are  never 
going  to  have  the  intelligence  community  where  it  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
brag  about  its  accomplishments,  because  it  is  so  important  that  we  not  involve 
sources,  and  therefore,  they  have  got  a  tough  PR  problem. 


^The  Commission  on  the  Organization  of  the  Government  for  the  Conduct  of  Foreign  Policy,  chaired 
by  former  Ambassador  Robert  Murphy. 
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SCHOOL  BUSING 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  have  said  that  State  courts  in  their  effort  to  inte- 
grate the  schools  have  ignored  less  drastic  alternatives  than  busing.  What 
specifically  do  you  mean  by  less  drastic  alternatives  ? 

The  President.  The  Congress  in  1974  approved  v^hat  w^as  labeled  the  Esch 
amendment — laid  out  six  or  seven  specific  guidehnes  for  the  courts  to  follows. 
The  last  of  the  recommendations  to  achieve  w^hat  the  courts  should  do  vi^as 
busing — court-ordered  forced  busing  to  achieve  racial  integration.  Those  steps — 
and  I  W2is  in  the  Congress  part  of  that  time  and  I  signed  the  bill  that  became 
hw — those  steps  include  a  magnet  school,  utilization  of  the  neighborhood  school 
concept,  the  improvement  of  facilities,  et  cetera.  I  hope  that  in  the  future,  as  some 
courts  in  the  past,  recent  past,  v^ill  utiUze  those  guidelines  rather  than  plunging 
into  court-ordered  forced  busing  as  the  only  option  for  the  settlement  of  segre- 
gation problems  in  the  school. 

Q.  The  w^hole  issue  of  opposition  to  busing  tends  to  get  confused  v^ith  racism, 
and  there  are  a  lot  of  racial  epithets  and  v^hatnot  being  thrown  about  on  the 
protest  line.  Do  you  have  anything  to  say  about  that  ?  You  are  opposed  to  busing, 
but  hovs^  do  you  make  the  distinction  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  opposition  to  busing  really  has  any  relationship 
to  racism  on  the  part  of  most  people.  I  think  the  best  illustration,  one  of  the  ris- 
ing young  columnists  in  this  country.  Bill  Raspberry,  a  black,  has  been  most 
forceful  and  most  constructive,  I  think,  in  opposing  the  court  approach  in 
many  cases. 

I  have  been  opposed  to  busing  as  a  means  of  achieving  quality  education  from 
its  inception.  My  record  in  the  Congress  in  voting  for  civil  rights  legislation  is  a 
good  one.  So,  I  believe  that  the  real  issue  is  quaUty  education.  It  can  be  achieved 
better  for  disadvantaged  people,  minorities,  by  other  means. 

I  have  sought,  through  the  support  of  the  Esch  amendment,  through  adequate 
funding,  to  help  Boston  and  other  communities  v^here  this  problem  exists  to 
upgrade  their  school  system  rather  than  to  have  this  very  controversial  approach 
of  forced  busing. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  v^ill  be  an  issue  in  next  year's  campaign  ? 

The  President.  I  hope  it  v^on't. 

FORMER  president  NIXON 

[11.]    Q.  Mr.  President,  during  your  visit  here,  have  you  made  any  plans  to 
telephone  or  visit  former  President  Nixon  ? 
The  President.  I  haven't  made  any  specific  plans,  no. 
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Q.  Do  you  intend  to  ? 

The  President.  I  may. 

Q.  Do  you  see  any  role  for  him  in  national  life  in  the  future  ? 

The  President.  I  think  that  is  a  judgment  he  has  to  make,  and  I  really  can't 
tell  you  whether  he  will  or  he  won't,  but  that  is  a  personal  judgment  on  his  part. 

Q.  You  say  you  may  contact  him.  What  is  it  that  you  want  to  say  to  him  ? 

The  President.  Well,  he  is  an  old  friend,  and  I  have  known  him  and  worked 
with  him  in  the  past.  What  has  happened  in  the  past,  or  recent  past,  I  don't  think 
should  destroy  a  personal  friendship. 

PRESIDENTIAL  CLEMENCY  BOARD 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  there  has  been  a  minority  report  from  your  amnesty 
panel  being  very  critical  of  Charles  Goodell,  saying  that  he  misinterpreted  and 
he  violated  the  spirit  of  the  amnesty  program  in  granting  amnesty  or  seeking 
amnesty  for  felons.  Would  you  comment  on  that  ? 

The  President.  That  was  a  very  controversial  area,  as  I  am  sure  you  recognize. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  our  time  is  almost  up. 

The  President.  I  felt  I  had  to  do  something,  and  I  can  understand,  with  the 
strong  people  on  that  board,  that  there  might  be  controversy. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  gentlemen,  I  am  sorry,  our  time  is  now  up. 

Our  warm  thanks  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  joining  us  here  in 
Los  Angeles. 

note:  The  interview  began  at  8:57  a.m.  in  the  Santa  Monica  Room  at  the  Century  Plaza  Hotel.  It  was  taped 
for  broadcast  that  evening. 

574 

Remarks  at  Dedication  Ceremonies  at  Pepperdine  University, 
Malibu,  California.     September  20,  1973 

Bill,  Margaret^  and  all  of  you  who  have  so  generously  come  with  your  time  and 
your  enthusiasm  and  your  dedication  to  this  wonderful  day  here  at  Pepperdine: 
I  thank  you  as  well  as  Betty.  I  have  known  Margaret  a  good  many  years.  I 
have  known  her  many,  many  efforts  in  a  broad  spectrum.  Of  course,  those  of  us 
who  are  Republicans  knew  that  she  has  been  a  loyal,  generous,  dedicated  Re- 
publican and  she  is  sort  of  known  by  those  of  us  outside  of  California  as  Mrs. 
Republican,  and  we  thank  you  very,  very  much  for  that,  Margaret. 

^William  S.  Banowsky,  president  of  Pepperdine  University,  and  Margaret  Martin  Brock,  for  whom  the 
university  president's  new  residence  was  named. 
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But  as  Bill  has  said  and  all  of  you  I  am  sure  know^  her  interests  are  far 
broader  than  that  in  civic  and  community  affairs.  Her  generosity  is  extremely 
well  known.  As  she  indicated,  she  has  a  very  deep  commitment  to  not  only 
Pepperdine  as  an  institution  but  to  the  students  here  at  Pepperdine.  And  that 
covers,  again,  many,  many  things  that  she  does  that  are  not  too  well  known. 
She  has  a  little  special  fund  that  helps  deserving  and  needy  and  fine  students. 

I  am  told  that  Margaret,  on  many  occasions — to  a  civic  function,  to  a  com- 
munity activity,  wherever  people  come  in  from  the  outside — she  will  support 
it  and  make  sure  that  the  younger  people  participate.  The  emphasis  on  youth, 
I  think,  has  helped  to  keep  Margaret  just  as  youthful  and  attractive  as  she  is 
today. 

This  beautiful  house  is  a  great  tribute  to  her  real  deep  interest  in  Pepperdine, 
and  I  can't  imagine  a  nicer  couple  and  family  than  Bill  and  Gay  and  their  four 
fine  sons  being  the  first  occupants  and  establishing  a  great  precedent  as  a  family. 

And  may  I  just  close  because  I  am  going  to  talk  a  little  later  and  I  don't  want 
to  preempt  here  what  I  might  say  down  there. 

But  I  have,  of  course,  had  an  opportunity  to  look  into  what  Pepperdine  stands 
for.  It  stands  for  excellence  in  education  and  anything  that  is  related  to  excel- 
lence— whether  it  is  in  the  arts  or  in  athletics,  in  business,  professions,  I  whole- 
heartedly support— and  Pepperdine,  in  the  field  of  education,  does  represent  that 
high  standard. 

And  the  8,000-some  students  who  attend  here,  some  at  this  campus  and  some 
at  the  other  campuses,  are  likewise  getting  the  benefit  of  not  only  excellence  but 
great  leadership. 

I  thank  you  all  very,  very  much  for  coming,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  participate, 
Margaret,  in  these  dedication  ceremonies.  And  both  Betty  and  I  are  delighted 
to  see  you  again,  and  we  thank  you  for  your  help  to  this  great  school. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

[The  President  spo\e  at  11:07  a.m.  at  Broc\  House.  Following  his  remar\s,  he  proceeded 
to  Firestone  Fieldhouse  for  a  meeting  with  student  leaders  and  dedication  ceremonies  for 
the  fieldhouse.  The  President  spo^e  at  12:03  p.m.  at  the  ceremonies  as  follows:] 

Dr.  Bill  Banotus\y,  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  Firestone,  distinguished  academic 
delegates,  special  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Today,  you  have  conferred  upon  me  the  honorary  degree  of  doctor  of  laws 
and  granted  me  the  status  of  an  honorary  alumnus  of  Pepperdine  University. 
Obviously,  these  honors  are  very  deeply  appreciated,  and  I  am  equally  grateful 
for  the  especially  warm  welcome  here  in  southern  CaHfornia. 
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Actually,  I  have  been  looking  forward  to  visiting  the  campus  here  at  Malibu. 
Some  of  you  may  know^  I  like  skiing  and  swimming,  and  here  in  Malibu  one 
of  the  big  things  is  surfing,  which  combines  a  little  of  both — skiing  when  you 
do  it  right  and  swimming  when  you  do  it  wrong.  [Laughter] 

But  I  never  realized  how  popular  surfing  really  is  until  just  before  the  pro- 
gram when  I  asked  President  Bill  Banowsky  how  many  minutes  he  wanted 
me  to  speak,  and  Bill  just  said,  "Mr.  President,  hang  ten."  [Laughter] 

Last  May,  when  my  wife  Betty  returned  from  her  trip  to  this  beautiful  State, 
she  gave  me  a  very  enthusiastic  report  on  her  visit  to  Pepperdine's  inner  city  Los 
Angeles  campus.  And  Pepptrdine's  rapid  growth  from  a  small  college  in 
southwest  Los  Angeles  to  a  multicampus  university  has  been  a  success  story  in 
the  best  Hollywood  tradition. 

I  am  impressed  with  your  distinguished  faculty,  with  your  dynamic  student 
body,  and  with  your  balanced  budget  of  $35  million.  [Laughter]  Then  again, 
coming  from  Washington,  I  am  impressed  with  a  balanced  budget  of  any  size. 
[Laughter] 

Let  me  also  add  a  very  special  word  of  praise  for  your  president.  Dr.  Bill 
Banowsky.  Bill's  great,  great  capacity  for  leadership  has  been  a  guiding  force 
in  Pepperdine's  phenomenal  progress  in  pursuit  of  excellence.  He  is  the  man 
most  responsible  for  this  "Malibu  miracle"  campus.  It  represents  a  testament 
to  his  skill,  his  diligence,  and  I  congratulate  you  personally,  Bill. 

Today,  we  gather  to  dedicate  this  most  impressive  structure,  the  Firestone 
Fieldhouse,  made  possible  by  the  generosity  and  the  commitment  of  two  of  my 
very  good  friends,  Leonard  and  Nicki  Firestone.  I  join  with  all  of  you  in  salut- 
ing these  two  outstanding  Americans,  in  admiring  this  proud  building,  their 
fine  gift  to  Pepperdine  University. 

As  Dr.  Bill  Banowsky  was  reeling  off  all  of  the  athletic  accomplishments  of 
Pepperdine's  teams  on  the  competitive  field  of  athletics,  I  thought  to  myself 
there  wasn't  one  single  sport  where  I  could  qualify  for  the  first  time,  even 
50  years  ago.  [Laughter] 

So,  I  thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  this  ceremony  because  of 
my  personal  interest  in  competitive  athletics,  but  also  because  Firestone  Field- 
house  stands  as  a  splendid  centerpiece  for  this  superb  campus.  It  symbolizes  the 
vitality,  the  exuberance,  and  the  strength  of  Pepperdine  students,  indeed,  the 
students  throughout  this  country. 

Pepperdine  University  is  a  symbol  itself.  It  is  an  outstanding  example  of 
those  voluntarily  supported  institutions  which  have  contributed  so  much  to 
America's  greatness  and  to  our  country's  progress.  Such  great  universities  as 


1471 


[574]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  September  20 

Paris,  Oxford,  and  Padua — dating  back  to  the  Middle  Ages — have  a  rich  heri- 
tage as  institutions  of  independent  education.  America  proudly  celebrates  its 
200th  birthday  next  year,  but  we  would  have  to  reach  back  still  another  century 
to  mark  the  founding  of  Harvard  College  in  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  or 
William  and  Mary  in  Virginia,  or  St.  John's  College  in  Maryland.  Thirteen 
other  great  American  universities  were  founded  before  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, and  all  share  in  the  distinguished  traditions  of  private  higher  education. 

Independent  schools  in  the  United  States  exemplify  the  commitment  of  their 
benefactors  to  the  American  free  enterprise  system  and,  in  a  sense,  to  freedom 
itself. 

You  know  and  I  know  that  it  is  the  vitality  and  the  competition  of  free 
enterprise  that  made  America  great.  It  is  the  wealth  of  the  free  enterprise  that 
has  done  so  much  to  help  underdeveloped  nations  throughout  the  world.  And 
it  is  free  enterprise  that  in  the  long  run  will  do  the  most  for  the  underdeveloped 
nations  of  the  world  and  the  disadvantaged  people  throughout  this  great  world. 

It  is  the  strength  of  the  free  enterprise  that  has  given  the  greatest  challenge  to 
communism  and  statism  and  every  other  dogma  which  would  crush  individual 
freedom. 

The  independent  colleges  and  universities  have  played  a  very  major  role  in 
America's  history.  They  represent  a  sound  investment  in  America's  future. 
Thanks  to  the  vision  and  dedication  and  commitment  of  private  citizens  and 
organizations,  there  are  now  more  than  1,500  independent  colleges  and  uni- 
versities in  America,  with  a  combined  enrollment  of  more  than  2  million 
fortunate  students. 

Today,  as  in  the  past,  these  institutions  serve  as  a  great  reservoir  of  national 
leadership  in  the  arts,  in  the  sciences,  in  law,  medicine,  religion,  and  in  business, 
as  well  as  in  the  government. 

Twenty-four  Presidents  of  the  United  States  were  educated  in  private  colleges 
and  universities  in  our  country,  as  were  287  Members  of  the  Congress — Senators, 
Representatives — serving  in  the  present  Congress  today. 

More  than  40  percent  of  the  board  chairmen  and  presidents  of  the  Nation's 
100  largest  corporations  today  were  educated  at  independent  institutions.  The 
number  of  outstanding  writers,  musicians,  judges,  teachers,  physicians,  scien- 
tists, ministers,  and  scholars  produced  by  these  institutions  is  almost  beyond 
counting. 

My  own  background,  as  Dr.  Banowsky  indicated,  included  two  experiences 
in  higher  education:  one  at  the  University  of  Michigan  and  the  other  at  Yale 
University  Law  School;  one  public,  the  other  private. 
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I  value  what  I  learned  from  both,  and  I  am  all  for  an  open  marketplace  for 
ideas  and  learning  experiences.  Private  institutions  both  complement  on  the  one 
hand,  and  compete  on  the  other,  with  public  education  in  America.  Millions  of 
Americans  have  enjoyed  the  diversity  of  benefits  this  dual  system  has  produced. 

I  believe  that  every  American  who  has  a  desire  to  learn  should  be  given  the 
chance  to  learn.  Today,  California's  independent  4-year  colleges  and  universities 
have  an  outstanding  record  of  providing  such  great  opportunities. 

They  have  enrolled,  for  example,  a  higher  percentage  of  black  students  than 
any  public  sector  of  higher  education  in  this  State.  Further,  independent  4-year 
colleges  rank  very  high  in  the  percentage  of  Mexican- Americans  enrolled,  and 
they  provide  more  students  with  more  scholarships  than  any  public  segment  of 
California  education. 

They  have  proven  this  point,  which  we  should  emphasize:  They  have  proven 
by  their  own  example  that  the  road  to  quality  higher  education  need  not  be  a 
narrow  one  traveled  only  by  a  select  few. 

As  Aristotle  said  centuries  ago,  "All  who  have  meditated  on  the  art  of  govern- 
ing mankind  have  been  convinced  that  the  fate  of  political  communities 
depends  on  the  education  of  youth." 

But  today  one  segment  of  America's  educational  capacity  is  in  serious  trouble. 
The  institutions  of  private  education  in  the  United  States  are  being  battered  and 
buffeted  in  ways  that  may  ultimately  jeopardize  their  survival. 

We  should  remember  and  never  forget  that  the  term  "private  education"  is 
misleading,  because  these  institutions,  though  privately  endowed,  serve  im- 
portant public  functions,  and  at  a  great  savings  to  the  American  taxpayer.  We 
should  remember  that  this  is  something  that  is  too  often  forgotten.  California, 
for  example,  now  counts  about  100  independent  colleges  and  universities  within 
its  great  borders.  It  is  estimated  that  these  institutions  carry  30  percent  of  the 
State's  postsecondary  education  workload.  Each  year  they  provide,  with  almost 
no  cost  to  the  taxpayer,  more  than  $1  billion  in  educational  research  and  related 
services  in  California  alone. 

In  return,  these  institutions  and  their  students  received  less  than  3  percent  of 
the  total  State  funds  spent  for  higher  education  in  California.  It  is  through  the 
support  of  alumni  and  friends  such  as  Leonard  Firestone,  Margaret  Martin 
Brock,  Frank  Seaver,  and  so  many  others  who  have  helped  Pepperdine  build 
this  magnificent  campus,  that  independent  education  survives  and  grows  in 
California  and  throughout  the  United  States.  And  we  thank  them  all  for  it. 

California's  independent  schools  have  amassed  $2|^  billion  in  capital  assets 
and  in  dollars.  Each  year  they  attract  an  additional  $400  million  from  private 
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nongovernmental  sources.  If  these  institutions  should  suddenly  close,  shifting 
the  burden  from  private  donors  to  public  taxpayers,  the  tax  load  w^ould  be 
heavy  indeed.  American  taxpayers  and  America  as  a  whole  v^ould  suffer  the 
consequences.  We  must  not  allow  this  to  happen. 

In  recent  years  the  Congress  has  considered  a  number  of  proposals  which 
would  discourage  private  charitable  contributions  to  these  institutions.  Fortu- 
nately, most  have  been  rejected  thus  far.  But  there  is  a  certain  persistence  in  these 
proposals  which  must  be  constantly  monitored  and  rebuffed.  Today,  let  me 
repeat  what  I  have  said  to  many  educators  who  have  visited  me  in  Washington: 
I  approve,  support,  and  encourage  the  principle  of  voluntary  giving  to  help 
finance  higher  education.  And  I  will  oppose  any  legislative  proposals  which  dis- 
courage such  support,  including  those  which  would  limit  charitable  tax  deduc- 
tions, disallow  the  full  value  of  appreciated  assets,  or  exclude  the  State  tax 
deductions. 

The  Firestone  Fieldhouse  and  literally  thousands  of  other  facilities  which 
grace  independent  college  campuses  across  America  testify  vividly  and  in  con- 
crete ways  to  the  wisdom  of  those  existing  tax  policies.  These  facilities  will  be 
built  either  with  private  capital  or  with  taxpayers'  money,  but  they  must  and 
they  will  be  built,  and  I  will  do  all  that  I  can  on  a  personal  basis  to  encourage 
the  use  of  private  funds  for  the  public  good. 

Today,  we  have  all  been  a  part  of  a  proud  and  fulfilling  moment  in  Pepper- 
dine's  history.  Students,  faculty,  friends,  and  community  have  all  joined  together 
in  this  celebration  of  this  achievement.  It  is  a  good  feeling  and  one  that  should 
be  experienced  as  often  as  possible. 

Bill,  is  that  a  good  suggestion  ?  [Laughter] 

In  some  circles  it  is  considered  very  smart  and  very  in  to  be  cynical  and  some- 
what disdainful  of  the  basic  motivations  that  have  inspired  and  sustained  man- 
kind throughout  the  centuries.  A  love  of  family,  a  love  of  country,  a  love  of 
labor,  a  love  of  learning,  a  love  of  God — ^these  values  are  not  outdated.  And 
from  the  spirit  that  I  feel  is  here  today,  I  am  sure  that  all  of  you  agree  most 
wholeheartedly. 

I  know  from  my  many  conversations  with  Bill  Banowsky  and  others  that 
this  is  the  spirit  of  Pepperdine  University,  its  founder,  its  faculty,  and  its  stu- 
dents. It  is  a  wonderful,  worthy  spirit — a  spirit  to  which  Daniel  Webster  gave 
expression  when  he  wrote:  "If  we  work  upon  marble,  it  will  perish.  If  we 
work  upon  brass,  time  will  efface  it.  If  we  rear  temples,  they  will  crumble  into 
dust.  But  if  we  work  upon  men's  immortal  minds,  if  we  imbue  them  with  high 
principles,  with  the  just  fear  of  God  and  love  of  their  fellow-men,  we  engrave 
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on  those  tablets  something  which  no  time  can  efface,  and  which  will  brighten 
to  all  eternity." 
Thank  you  for  letting  me  share  this  thought  with  you. 

575 

Statement  on  Signing  a  Bill  Redesignating  November  11 

as  Veterans  Day.     September  20,  1975 

I  HAVE  signed  into  law  today  S.  331,  a  bill  which  will  return  the  annual 
observance  of  Veterans  Day  from  the  Fourth  Monday  in  October  to  its  original 
date  of  November  11,  beginning  in  1978.  This  action  supports  the  expressed  will 
of  the  overwhelming  majority  of  our  State  legislatures,  all  major  veterans  service 
organizations,  and  many  individuals. 

Under  a  law  enacted  in  1968,  the  fourth  Monday  in  October  was  designated 
for  the  observance  of  Veterans  Day.  Since  that  law  took  effect,  it  has  become 
apparent  that  the  commemoration  of  this  day  on  November  11  is  a  matter  of 
historic  and  patriotic  significance  to  a  great  number  of  our  citizens.  It  is  a  prac- 
tice deeply  and  firmly  rooted  in  our  customs  and  traditions.  Americans  have 
appreciated  and  wish  to  retain  the  historic  significance  of  November  11  as  the 
day  set  aside  each  year  by  a  grateful  nation  to  remember  and  honor  those,  living 
and  dead,  who  fought  to  win  and  preserve  our  freedom. 

I  believe  restoration  of  the  observance  of  Veterans  Day  to  November  11  will 
help  preserve  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  all  Americans  the  spirit  of  patriotism, 
the  love  of  country,  and  the  willingness  to  serve  and  sacrifice  for  the  common 
good  symbolized  by  this  very  special  day. 

note:  As  enacted,  S.  331,  approved  September  18,  The   statement   was    released   at   San   Francisco, 

1975,  is  Public  Law  94-97  (89  Stat.  479).  Calif. 

576 

Statement  on  Signing  a  Bill  Authorizing  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  To  Plan  Museum  Support  Facilities. 
September  20 s  1975 

I  HAVE  signed  into  law  today  S.  907,  an  act  authorizing  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution to  plan  museum  support  facilities. 
The  new  law,  approved  by  Congress  earlier  this  month  without  dissent,  will 
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enable  the  Smithsonian  to  undertake  the  development  of  facilities  for  the  most 
effective  care  and  conservation  of  the  collections  it  holds  in  trust  for  the  Nation. 

These  collections,  which  include  nearly  75  million  itemS;,  among  them  the 
Kitty  Haw^k  Flyer,  George  CatUn's  remarkable  paintings  of  North  American 
Indians,  and  three  million  botanical  specimens,  record  our  historic,  scientific, 
material,  and  cultural  development  as  a  people  and  as  a  nation. 

The  proposed  facilities  w^ill  permit  increased  public  access  to  the  rich  and 
diverse  heritage  represented  in  the  collections.  They  will  also  allow  the  Institu- 
tion's Mall  museums  to  be  used  to  the  fullest  extent  possible  for  the  education 
and  enjoyment  of  the  millions  of  citizens  who  visit  them  each  year. 

On  the  eve  of  America's  Bicentennial,  I  believe  it  is  appropriate  to  make  this 
commitment  to  this  heritage  of  our  past  to  better  guide  us  on  the  path  of  our 
third  century. 

note:  As  enacted,  S.  907,  approved  September  19,  The    statement    was   released    at   San    Francisco, 

1975,  is  Public  Law  94-98  (89  Stat.  480).  Calif. 

577 

Remarks  at  Dedication  Ceremonies  at  the  Stanford  University 
School  of  Law.     September  21,  1975 

President  Lyman,  Dean  Ehrlich,  Waller  Taylor,  distinguished  members  of 
the  board  of  trustees,  and  faculty,  students,  alumni,  and  friends  of  Stanford 
University: 

I  am  indeed  honored  to  be  here  and  to  thank  my  good  friend^  Waller  Taylor, 
for  his  excellent  arrangements  as  chairman  of  the  Law  School's  board  of  visi- 
tors. Now,  I  know  that  I  am  not  the  first  visitor  to  this  beautiful  campus  who 
happened  to  be  President  or  past  President  or  a  future  President 

Former  President  Benjamin  Harrison  was  one  of  your  first  professors  of  law. 
Future  President  Herbert  Hoover,  to  whom  this  university  owes  so  very  much, 
was  one  of  your  very  first  students. 

One  of  my  first  acts  as  President  this  year  was  to  sign  into  law  a  bill  author- 
izing Federal  matching  funds  for  the  expansion  of  the  Hoover  Institution  in 
honor  of  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  this  great  American  and  great 
humanitarian.^ 

I  understand  that  former  President  William  Howard  Taft  and  future  Presi- 
dent John  F.  Kennedy  also  enjoyed  brief  associations  with  "The  Farm." 

^  See  Item  6. 
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I  hope  I  haven't  overlooked  anybody,  but  if  so,  I  w^ill  blame  the  dedicated 
Stanford  men  and  w^omen  who  serve  in  my  Cabinet  and  as  my  counsellors  in 
the  White  House. 

The  contributions  of  the  Stanford  alumni  in  all  branches  of  our  Govern- 
ment in  Washington  are  tremendous.  I  hope  we  have  many,  many  more  in  the 
future,  and  I  say  that  as  a  Yalie  and  a  Michigander. 

It  is  a  tremendous  pleasure  to  be  here  at  the  Law  School  today,  to  be  a  part 
of  this  very  special  dedication.  The  students  and  faculty  of  Stanford  have  always 
demonstrated  an  outstanding  devotion  to  the  concepts  of  truth,  justice,  and 
equality  under  the  law.  And  yesterday  you  did  it  once  again.  When  it  comes  to 
equality,  you  can't  be  any  more  equal  than  that  game  with  Michigan — 19  to  19! 
Well,  what  better  place  than  a  law  school  to  celebrate  a  hung  jury.  [Laughter] 

Today's  dedication  of  this  impressive  new  home  for  the  Law  School  is  cer- 
tainly no  tie;  it  is  one  more  victory  in  Stanford's  unbroken  record  of  educa- 
tional excellence.  The  dream  of  Senator  and  Mrs.  Stanford  that  children  of 
California  should  be  their  children,  with  the  help  of  many  who  followed  their 
generous  example,  has  broadened  to  the  benefit  of  its  young  men  and  young 
women  of  all  America  and  the  world. 

Back  in  1968  when  plans  for  this  Law  School  complex  were  completed,  there 
was  a  serious  question  in  many  sober  minds  whether  the  rule  of  law  in  this 
country  was  breaking  down.  Assassins  gunned  down  a  candidate  for  the  Pres- 
idential nomination  and  one  of  our  most  eloquent  civil  rights  leaders.  In  1 
week,  riots  and  arson  and  looting  swept  125  cities  in  our  country,  including 
the  Capital  of  our  Nation.  Violent  disorders,  demonstrations,  and  defiance  en- 
gulfed many,  many  of  our  communities. 

In  the  midst  of  this  environment,  I  was  to  make  the  275th  commencement 
address  at  the  College  of  William  and  Mary,  which  produced  such  giants  of 
constitutional  history  as  Thomas  }ef?erson  and  John  Marshall. 

As  a  result,  I  got  an  early  start  on  my  Bicentennial  rereading  of  our  Nation's 
beginnings.  And  I  asked  myself  what  were  the  most  precious  possessions  the 
first  setders  of  American  wilderness  brought  with  them  across  the  Adantic? 
What  was  nurtured  here  in  the  New  World  to  be  carried  across  the  mountains, 
across  the  plains,  across  the  deserts,  and  over  the  High  Sierra  to  the  Golden 
Gate  of  California?  What  made  us  the  unique  Nation  and  people  that  we  are 
today  ? 

For  the  most  part,  the  first  American  immigrants  were  poor,  they  were  out- 
casts, they  were  persecuted,  they  were  disadvantaged,  they  were  dissenters,  and 
they  were  rebels  against  the  Old  World  Establishment.  They  brought  litde 
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beyond  what  was  on  their  backs  and  in  their  heads  except  a  few  seeds  and  a  few 
tools  and  a  few  books.  But  what  they  brought  was  very  precious  to  them. 

They  brought,  even  as  they  protested  its  capricious  abuse,  an  abiding  respect 
for  the  rule  of  law.  They  built  orderly  systems  of  self-government  even  before 
they  erected  dry  houses.  Generations  later,  when  our  Founding  Fathers  met  in 
Philadelphia  to  declare  their  independence,  they  formally  stated  their  reasons 
in  terms  of  both  moral  and  legal  rights  which  the  distant  King  and  Parliament 
had  denied  them  as  colonists.  Our  American  Revolution  was  unique  in  that  we 
rejected  our  rulers  but  we  revered  their  rules. 

There  were  more  colleges  and  universities  in  the  Thirteen  Colonies  before 
the  American  Revolution  than  in  all  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  put 
together.  As  Americans  moved  westward,  they  set  aside  lands  for  the  higher 
training  of  teachers,  engineers,  agriculturaUsts,  scientists,  doctors,  lawyers,  and 
other  professions.  They  encouraged  the  support  of  both  private  and  public 
institutions  of  learning  in  State  and  Federal  tax  poHcies.  No  nation,  at  any  time, 
has  put  a  higher  priority  on  education  for  all  of  its  citizens. 

Finally,  the  long  march  of  the  Americans  halfway  around  the  world,  from 
Jamestown  and  Plymouth  Rock  to  the  westernmost  tip  of  Alaska  and  the  far 
Pacific  Islands,  carried  with  it  a  common  commitment  to  the  future.  The 
material  progress  of  the  United  States  of  America  has  been  premised  on  the 
half-humanist,  half-theological  idea  of  the  perfectibility  of  society,  the  enlarge- 
ment of  human  freedom,  and  the  innate  worth  of  the  individual. 

Stanford  University,  where  the  winds  of  freedom  still  circulate  through  the 
pleasant  quadrangles  of  old  and  new,  was  built  and  still  stands  upon  the  solid 
triad  of  law,  learning,  and  liberty.  The  fears  of  seven  summers  ago  were 
unfounded.  The  rule  of  law  in  America  has  survived.  Our  constitutional  instincts 
have  proven  sound.  The  commitment  of  Americans  to  law,  learning,  and  liberty 
continues  in  this  very  court  this  afternoon. 

But  the  contradictions  and  dilemmas  remain  in  our  society  in  abundance. 
They  will  always  exist  in  a  democratic  nation  where  the  delicate  balances  be- 
tween freedom  and  order,  between  private  right  and  public  interest,  between  the 
safety  of  the  state  and  the  security  of  the  individual  all  require  constant  review 
and  resolution. 

This  is  the  role  of  government  at  all  levels  and  the  mission  both  of  those 
who  make  the  laws  and  who  practice  and  respect  it.  There  is  an  old  saying 
that  those  who  love  the  law  and  those  who  are  fond  of  sausage  should  never  ex- 
amine too  closely  how  either  is  actually  made.  [Laughter^  I  certainly  don't  intend 
to  pick  any  quarrel  with  the  sausagemakers.  But  as  a  former  lawmaker  and  as  a 
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lawyer,  I  believe  we  need  to  examine  much  more  closely  how  our  Nation's  laws 
are  made  in  order  to  prevent  perfectly  laudable  legislative  intentions  from  hav- 
ing perfectly  horrible  consequences. 

Literally  hundreds  of  examples  can  be  cited.  Let  me  take  one  area  that  affects 
almost  everybody,  with  which  you  as  lawyers  will  surely  have  to  deal.  That  is 
the  area  of  the  individual's  right  of  privacy — the  right  to  keep  one's  individual 
identity  inviolate,  or  in  plain  talk,  the  right  to  do  your  own  thing. 

I  can  speak  with  some  authority  on  this,  because  as  Vice  President  one  of 
my  chores  was  Chairman  of  the  Domestic  Council  Committee  on  the  Right  of 
Privacy.  I  took  that  duty  very  seriously.  Among  the  very  first  things  we  learned 
was  that  one  of  the  worst  offenders  is  the  Federal  Government  itself.  I  don't 
mean  improper  or  illegal  invasions  of  people's  privacy  or  constitutional  rights 
by  Federal  agencies  or  individual  officials,  which  nobody  condones  and  which 
I  will  not  tolerate  as  long  as  I  am  President  of  the  United  States. 

Rather,  I  mean  threats  to  privacy  which  have  resulted  from  laws  duly  enacted 
by  past  Congresses  for  very  laudable  purposes  having  wide  public  support  and 
appeal.  Many  of  these  laws,  with  today's  technology,  cumulatively  threaten  to 
strip  the  individual  of  his  privacy  or  her  privacy  and  reduce  him  to  a  faceless 
set  of  digits  in  a  monstrous  network  of  computers.  He  has  not  only  no  control 
over  this  process  but  often  has  absolutely  no  knowledge  of  its  existence. 

For  example,  in  a  simpler  and  earlier  era,  the  government's  principal  interest 
in  watching  its  citizens  was  to  see  that  they  obeyed  the  law,  paid  their  relatively 
uncomplicated  taxes,  and  from  time  to  time,  came  to  their  country's  aid  in  an 
emergency. 

But  when  the  government  expanded  enormously  and  undertook  vast  social 
programs  that  established  a  direct  link  between  the  citizen  and  the  bureaucracy, 
government  logically  became  interested  not  only  in  monitoring  criminal  be- 
havior but  also  a  lot  of  other  things  about  its  citizens'  lives,  its  citizens'  habits. 

To  determine  the  eHgibility  of  millions  of  individuals  for  receiving  govern- 
ment's benefits,  for  welfare  or  unemployment  or  social  security  or  social  service 
pensions  or  other  special  assistance,  government  has  to  gather,  record,  and  con- 
stantly update  information. 

Government  acquired  a  legitimate  reason  to  inquire  also  into  the  private  lives 
of  students  seeking  scholarships,  professors  seeking  research  grants,  businessmen 
wanting  government  loans  or  requiring  government  licenses,  professional  per- 
sons doing  business  with  the  government  or  participating  in  subsidy  programs. 
The  list  is  literally  endless. 

Over  the  years,  therefore,  agencies  of  the  government — State  and  local  as  well 
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as  Federal — gradually  have  amassed  great  amounts  of  information  about  almost 
every  one  of  us.  As  technology  advanced,  it  made  administrative  sense  to  com- 
bine and  codify  such  information,  especially  when  it  w^as  voluntarily  given  in 
expectation  of  benefits  and  beyond  the  special  legal  safeguards  provided  for 
Federal  census  and  Internal  Revenue  data. 

Here  -wt  face  another  dilemma  of  democratic  society  in  this  new  techno- 
logical era  w^here  information  is  not  only  pov^er,  as  it  has  alv^ays  been,  but 
also  instantly  retrievable  by  anyone  trained  to  push  the  right  button. 

Certainly,  wt  cannot  scuttle  v^orthw^hile  programs  w^hich  provide  essential 
help  for  the  helpless  and  assist  the  deserving  citizen.  Yet  w^e  must  protect  every 
individual  from  excessive  and  unnecessary  intrusions  by  a  big  brother  bureauc- 
racy. 

Many  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  on  Privacy,  v^hich  I  chaired 
as  Vice  President,  w^ere  incorporated  in  the  Privacy  Act  of  1974,  v^hich  a 
cooperative  Congress  passed  and  I  v^as  pleased  to  sign  as  President.  That  Izw 
goes  into  effect  next  Saturday. 

Briefly,  the  Privacy  Act  generally  prohibits  collection  of  information  con- 
cerning exercise  of  an  individual's  first  amendment  rights.  It  requires  that 
files  on  individuals  be  accurate,  relevant,  timely,  and  complete.  It  requires  the 
Federal  Government  to  reveal  the  existence  and  the  v^hereabouts  of  all  data 
systems  containing  identifiable  personal  information.  It  gives  everyone  the  right 
to  read  his  omn  file  and  to  make  corrections  or  to  make  amendments.  It  com- 
mands the  Government  to  use  the  information  only  for  the  purpose  for  w^hich 
it  was  collected.  And  it  sets  up  an  independent  Privacy  Commission  with  a 
2-year  mandate  to  monitor  the  operation  of  the  law  and  investigate  additional 
privacy  rules. 

It  is,  to  be  sure,  extremely  experimental.  But  it  makes  a  long  overdue  start 
in  trying  to  restore  to  every  individual  some  of  his  rights  which  have  been 
eroded  in  the  process  of  gaining  other  advantages. 

I  have  said  in  Bicentennial  speeches  around  the  country — and  I  will  continue 
to  say — that  the  great  achievement  of  the  first  century  of  American  independ- 
ence was  to  perfect  political  institutions  strong  enough  to  endure  stress  and 
responsible  to  the  times  and  to  the  needs  of  all  of  our  people. 

The  second  century  of  our  independence,  now  ending,  saw  the  development 
of  the  world's  strongest  economic  system  in  a  free  climate  our  political  freedom 
fostered.  Two  hundred  years  of  American  independence  have  gained  for  all  of 
us  an  unprecedented  measure  of  political  and  economic  stabiUty  and  success. 

But  we  should  ask  ourselves,  what  should  be  the  goal  of  our  third  century 
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as  a  nation  ?  I  prefer  to  look  at  our  Bicentennial  celebration  through  a  telescope, 
not  a  rear  view  mirror.  The  great  challenge  of  our  next  100  years  is  the  advance- 
ment of  individual  independence — of  specific  safeguards,  that  can  be  made 
available  as  to  the  identity  of  each  and  every  American,  from  the  pressures  of 
conformity. 

These  pressures  close  in  upon  us  from  many,  many  quarters — massive  gov- 
ernment, massive  management,  massive  labor,  massive  education,  massive  com- 
munication, and  massive  acquisition  of  information. 

To  meet  this  challenge,  v^e  still  need  a  positive  and  passionate  commitment 
to  hwy  to  learning,  and  to  liberty.  Without  law^,  there  is  no  liberty.  Without 
liberty,  there  is  no  learning.  Without  learning,  there  is  no  hw. 

Here  at  Stanford  you  have  all  three— lav^,  learning,  and  liberty.  Make  the 
most  of  them.  Make  them  part  of  your  lives.  Make  them  your  richest  legacy  as 
vv^ell  as  your  most  precious  inheritance. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:12  p.m.  In  his  president  of  Stanford  University,  and  Thomas  Ehr- 
opening  remarks,  he  referred   to  Richard  Lyman,       lich,  dean  of  the  School  of  Law. 
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Question-and- Answer  Session  With  Students  at  the  Stanford 
University  School  of  Law.     September  21,  1975 

THE  SUPREME   COURT 

Question.  [1.]  Quite  Hkely  you  v^ill  have  an  opportunity  to  select  some- 
one under  the  Constitution  for  the  Supreme  Court.  Of  course,  v^e  have  Httle 
guidance  to  go  under  on  w^hat  type  person  you  w^ould  select.  We  know^  and 
assume  it  would  be  someone  highly  competent.  The  only  guidance  w^e  have  is 
that  in  1970  you  suggested  that  Justice  Douglas  was  advocating  rebellion  in  the 
United  States,  as  James  Reston  reported  today. 

My  question  is  to  describe  the  type  criteria  you  would  employ  in  selecting 
someone  for  the  Supreme  Court,  but  hopefully  be  more  specific  than  just  saying 
someone  that  was  a  strict  constructionist. 

Also,  a  follow-up  question  is,  all  of  the  things  being  equal,  would  you  perhaps 
lean  toward  selecting  a  woman,  considering  that  we  haven't  had  a  woman 
Justice  on  the  Court  .^ 

The  President.  I  think,  of  course,  it  is  premature  to  make  any  decision  or 
imply  that  I  was  actively  seeking  one,  because  all  nine  members  of  the  Court, 
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of  course,  are  still  serving.  And  from  everything  I  understand,  the  intention 
is  to  continue. 

But  my  feeling  is  that  first  we  have  to  have  a  person  w^ho  is  very  qualified  in 
the  law,  as  such.  On  the  other  hand,  I  don't  think  you  can  exclude  certain 
classes  of  individuals  because  they  don't  happen  to  be  a  practicing  lawyer.  We 
have  some  very  knowledgeable  people  in  the  law  who  might  have  other  cur- 
rent occupations.  So,  they  have  to  have  a  competence,  a  very  high  competence 
in  the  law,  but  that  doesn't  mean  they  have  to  be  restricted  within  a  certain 
framework  in  a  very  limited  sense. 

Now,  they  have  to  be  a  person  of  great  integrity.  I  would  hope  it  could  be 
someone  in  a  relatively  middle-age  group,  because  I  think  continuity  on  the 
Court  is  a  matter  of  importance. 

I  wouldn't  want  to  make  any  commitment  as  to  ideology.  I  don't  think  that  is 
necessarily  something  that  you  can  tell  precisely,  and  I  wouldn't  want  to  preempt 
anything  in  this  area  by  any  comment  I  make  at  this  time. 

EQUAL   RIGHTS   AMENDMENT 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  think  you  can  match  your  wife's  ardent  sup- 
port of  the  equal  rights  amendment  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  voted  for  it  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  can't 
do  any  more  than  that. 

Q.  Would  you  do  one  more  thing — [handing  the  President  a  button'] — 
would  you  take  this  back  to  Betty  Ford  ?  "A  woman's  place  is  in  the  world." 
[Laughter] 

The  President.  She  has  been  doing  quite  well  lately — [laughter] — for  which 
I  am  very  proud  of  her. 

CHILE 

[3.]  Q.  Under  Presidents  Kennedy,  Johnson,  and  Nixon,  the  United  States 
attempted  to  help  achieve  the  violent  overthrow  of  the  Governments  of  Cuba, 
the  Dominican  Republic,  and  Chile.  We  would  like  to  know  under  what  cir- 
cumstances your  Administration  will  participate  in  the  violent  overthrow  of 
Latin  American  countries.  And  I  would  like  to  know  why  you  have  not  spoken 
out  against  heinous  abuses  of  human  rights  in  Chile  and  sought  to  bring  pres- 
sure to  bear  on  those  who  do  ? 

The  President.  I  wouldn't  want  to  indicate  that  our  Government  is  going 
to  interfere  with  the  internal  operations  of  any  government  anyplace  in  the 
world.  I  think  it  is  a  matter  that  has  to  be  carefully  considered  in  the  context 
of  how  it  relates  to  our  own  national  security.  And  to  even  imply  that  this 
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country  is  going  to  get  involved  overtly  or  covertly,  I  think,  is  a  mistake  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

I  made  a  comment  the  other  day — to  show^  hov^  sensitive  the  subject  is — I 
v^as  asked  a  question  about  the  situation  in  India,  and  I  said  it  was  sad  and 
added  a  qualifying  phrase.  It  created,  apparently,  some  great  stir  in  India. 

So,  it  is  a  very  sensitive  subject,  and  I  just  don't  think  I  should  discuss  it. 

Q.  Do  you  rule  out  the  United  States  ever  again  participating  in  the  over- 
throw^ of  another  country  ? 

The  President.  I  w^ould  not  v^ant  to  rule  it  out  or  decide  otherv^ise.  It  has 
been  done  apparently  in  some  cases  in  the  past,  but  I  don't  think  a  President 
should — in  this  very  sensitive  area — make  any  commitment  one  v^ay  or  another. 

CHARTER   ON    ECONOMIC    RIGHTS    AND   DUTIES    OF    STATES 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  w^as  just  v^ondering  w^hat  your  reaction  v^as  to  the 
introduction  of  the  economic  charter  by  President  Echeverria  in  the  United 
Nations  ? 

The  President.  As  I  recall.  Senator  Chuck  Percy,  w^ho  is  our  representative 
at  the  United  Nations,  led  a  very  determined  fight  against  it — and  I  have  great 
respect  for  Senator  Percy — and  Senator  Percy,  I  knov^  from  personal  conversa- 
tions with  him,  was  extremely  well  prepared  in  meeting  the  proposal  that  Presi- 
dent Echeverria  made,  or  was  made  on  behalf  of  him  at  the  United  Nations. 
And  as  a  result  of  Senator  Percy's  strong  feelings  and  well-documented  argu- 
ments, the  United  States  was  one  of  a  limited  number  of  nations  that  voted 
against  it.  He  was  acting  for  the  United  States.  I  was  President,  so  I  support  him. 

THE   MIDDLE  EAST 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  question  relates  to  a  commitment  to  Israel  to,  I 
guess,  discuss  the  possibility  of  providing  them  with  the  Pershing  missile.  In  this 
morning's  paper,  I  guess,  you  are  quoted  as  commenting  from  Los  Angeles 
yesterday,  I  believe,  that  you  don't  presently  know  whether  or  not  the  Israelis 
possess  the  nuclear  warheads  that  can  be  carried  on  these  missiles.  My  question 
is  that  before  we  would  make  a  commitment  to  give  them  these  missiles,  is  this 
something  that  we  would  undertake  to  find  out  ?  And  if  it  turns  out  they  do 
presently  have  these  warheads,  would  we  still  give  them  the  missiles  ? 

The  President.  Well,  the  basic  shopping  list  that  was  submitted  by  Israel  is 
a  very  extensive  one.  They  want  substantial  arms  aid,  including  some  very 
sophisticated  weapons  systems,  and  the  Pershing  missile  and  the  F-16  are  among 
those  listed.  In  the  case  of  the  Pershing  missile,  the  language,  the  precise  lan- 
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guage  in  the  agreement  simply  says  we  will  study  whether  or  not  Israel  has  a 
justification  for  the  acquisition  of  that  particular  weapons  system.  I  am  certain 
that  we  will,  in  the  process  of  studying  this,  cover  the  whole  range  of  its  deploy- 
ment, its  warheads,  and  everything  else. 

Q.  Is  there  any  justification  now  for  giving  the  IsraeHs  a  nuclear  capability? 

The  President.  We  have  no  present  intention  of  us  giving  to  any  Middle 
East  nation  any 

Q.  Any  means  to  develop  ? 

The  President.  We  have  no  present  intention  of  giving  any  Middle  East 
nation  a  nuclear  capability,  and  that  would  include,  of  course,  any  expertise 
for  the  development. 

VIOLENCE  IN  AMERICA 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  your  address  you  mentioned  a  very  brief  and  violent 
period  of  American  history  not  too  long  past  now.  The  news  media  has  recently 
focused  our  attention  again  on  a  very  violent  extreme  political  group.  Why  do 
you  suppose  it  is  that  a  society  such  as  ours  fosters  groups  committed  to  violence 
in  a  political  form  ? 

The  President.  I  am  bothered  about  that.  I  honestly  don't  have  the  answer. 
I  would  welcome  any  observations  or  recommendations  from  all  of  you  as  to 
why,  in  a  society  where  I  think  by  any  other  standard  that  I  have  ever  observed— 
and  I  have  traveled  in  a  good  many  countries — ^we  should  have  violence,  and  in 
some  of  those  far  more  oppressive  societies  don't  seem  to  have  any.  If  you  have 
any  solution  to  the  problem,  I  would  welcome  such  observations. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  on  that  subject,  perhaps  when  people  are  less  inclined  to 
trust  the  legal  system,  they  may  think  of  looking  elsewhere  in  making  their  own 
law,  which  perhaps  is  where  the  violence  comes  from. 

THE  LEGAL  PROFESSION 

[7.]  Q.  On  the  subject  of  giving  all  the  people  of  this  country  some  kind  of 
legal  ability  to  get  legal  help,  it  seems  that  there  is  very  little  chance  now,  that 
people  coming  out  of  law  schools  who  want  to  do  public  interest  law,  want  to 
give  legal  aid  and  public  defense,  can  find  a  way  to  do  that.  It  is  very  difficult 
to  get  a  job  in  the  law  now  anyway,  but  especially  in  those  fields,  and  I  was 
wondering  what  your  Administration  proposes  to  do  to  expand  those  kind 
of 

The  President.  I  signed  the  basic  legislation  which  set  up  the  new  legisla- 
tion, and  I  have  appointed,  or  nominated — have  they  been  confirmed  yet,  the 
nominees  ?— the  organization  that  will,  I  think,  give  greater  opportunities  for 
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young  lawyers  or  other  lawyers  to  participate.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  recom- 
mended for  the  first  year's  budget  about  $81  million,  which  is,  as  I  recollect,  a 
slight  increase  over  the  existing  amount,  or  the  previous  amount  that  had  been 
made  available  for  the  effort  under  the  old  setup. 

I  hesitate  to  refer  to  my  own  experience,  but  there  was  a  great  challenge  when 
I  got  through  Yale  Law  School.  I  had  an  opportunity  to  practice  in  several 
eastern  cities,  but  it  was  a  greater  challenge  to  me  to  go  back  and  open  up  a  law 
office  with  another  young  law  school  student — and  we  didn't  have  a  cUent.  We 
worked  about  14  hours  a  day,  and  we  actually  made  our  expenses  the  first  year. 
It  was  one  of  the  great  experiences  of  my  lifetime.  I  think  that  is  a  great  chal- 
lenge. You  ought  to  try  it.  {Laughter'] 

PROBLEMS  OF  THE   CITIES 

[8.]  Q.  My  question  concerns  what  has  been  termed  the  crisis  of  our  large 
cities.  And  one  of  the  manifestations  of  this  crisis  are  the  recent  problems  we 
are  having  in  Boston  and  other  cities  with  busing  for  quality  education.  Now, 
it  seems  to  me  that  one  of  the  problems  behind  quality  education  in  our  big  cities 
is  that  the  big  cities  lack  the  finances  or  resources  to  provide  that  quality 
education. 

Now,  education  is  only  one  facet  of  this  crisis.  It  also  goes  into  the  other  social 
systems — transportation,  communications,  recreation  within  the  cities.  I  don't 
recall  hearing  any  programs  recently  by  this  Administration,  the  past  Adminis- 
tration, about  reversing  this— what  I  would  term  a  spiral  downward  of  our  big 
cities— to  correct  that  problem.  Because  if  we  don't  correct  the  problem  in  the 
near  future,  killing  the  cities  will  thereby  lead  to  a  worsening  of  life  in  the 
United  States,  if  you  want  to  use  a  broader  term. 

But  with  the  exodus  of  people  in  cities  going  out  to  the  suburbs,  what  you 
have  is  that  the  people  in  the  cities  just  get  worse,  and  the  financial  structure 
will  deteriorate,  the  job  structure  will  deteriorate.  So,  do  you  have  any  present 
plans  or  any  future  plans  to  maybe  reverse  this  trend  ? 

The  President.  First,  I  think  I  ought  to  set  forth  a  record  you  may  not  be 
famiUar  with.  In  1971  or  1972  the  Congress  passed— on  the  basis  of  the  then 
administration's  recommendation— what  we  call  general  revenue  sharing, 
where  $5'plus  billion  a  year  goes  directly  to  cities — two-thirds  to  cities  and  local 
units  of  government  and  one-third  to  the  States,  free,  without  any  strings  or 
limitations. 

That  is  a  very  substantial  commitment,  and  about  2  months  ago  I  recom- 
mended its  extension,  with  $150  million  a  year  added,  so  that  in  the  first  year 

1485 


[578]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  September  21 

of  the  second  program — the  second  5-year  program — the  annual  amount  will  be 
about  16,250  million  a  year  that  just  goes  to  those  cities  and  to  those  local  units 
of  government  and  to  those  States,  free  of  any  limitations. 

So,  they  did  get  a  real  shot  in  the  arm  for  financial  resources  from  the  Federal 
Government  to  meet  some  of  these  local  problems.  Plus  in  the  field  of  transpor- 
tation, last  November,  December,  I  signed  an  $11.5  billion  transportation  act. 
And  v^ithout  getting  into  the  details,  I  had  a  significant  impact  in  getting  the 
House  and  Senate  to  reconcile  differences  and  to  make  that  available.  And  this 
is  primarily  a  mass  transit  act  aimed  at  major  metropolitan  areas.  Well,  there  are 
other  programs  that  I  think  have  sought  to  help  and  assist  major  metropolitan 
areas.  New  York  City  included.  And  just  in  passing.  New  York  City  last  year 
in  all  its  Federal  programs,  all  of  them,  got  $4,300  million  from  the  Federal 
Government.  We  have  not  neglected  New  York  City. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  realize  there  are  the  various  programs  that  you  have  just 
mentioned.  But  it  seems  in  my  view  that  the  amount  of  resources  that  have  been 
devoted  to  the  cities  require  a  much  more  substantial  amount  than  the  programs 
you  have  just  outlined,  because  the  cities  are  large,  the  problems  are  massive 
and  should  be  tackled,  and  must  be  tackled  in  a  systematic,  organized,  manner. 
I  gather  from  what  you  are  saying  is  that  you  think  that  the  programs  that  you 
have  outlined — and  maybe  some  others  you  haven't  right  now — are  sufficient  to 
tackle  the  problem  at  this  current  stage  ? 

The  President.  I  think  so.  It  has  been  my  general  feeling  that  just  the  massive 
piling  on  of  more  money  to  cities  doesn't  necessarily  solve  the  problems.  The 
programs  have  to  be  well  worked  out,  coordinated,  and  I  think  there  is  a  fair 
assumption,  a  basic  assumption  I  make,  that  the  Federal  Government  ought 
not  to  try  and  determine  how  those  cities  meet  their  local  problems.  We  do 
make  substantial  contributions  financially,  but  the  actual  stimulation  of  new 
ideas  to  meet  their  problems  ought  to  come  from  those  communities. 

With  citizen  participation  in  the  housing  act  last  year — where  we  went  from 
an  old  housing  program  of  about  seven  or  eight  categorical  grant  programs 
where  we  had  urban  renewal,  Model  Cities,  a  whole  bunch  of  them — what  we 
did  was  to  eliminate  the  categorical  grant  programs,  give  them  the  same  money. 
We  had  a  hold-harmless  provision  in  that  law  so  they  all  got  at  least  no  less  than 
they  got  before.  And  we  said,  now  you  get  this  money,  you  have  community 
hearings — and  every  city  is  required  by  law  to  have  community  hearings — so 
that  the  people  make  recommendations  to  their  local  authorities  for  the  expendi- 
ture of  this  money. 

Now,  in  the  communities  that  I  am  personally  familiar  with,  I  think  the 
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expenditure  of  that  money  is  far  better  today  under  that  kind  of  a  system  than 
under  the  old  categorical  grant  program,  because  each  city  is  different,  each  city 
has  problems  that  are  unique  to  it,  and  the  people  give  the  recommendations 
to  the  locally  elected  officials — they  spend  the  money.  All  we  do  is  audit  that 
it's  honest.  And  we  ought  to  have  enough  genius  in  each  local  city  or  local 
unit  of  government  to  come  up  with  good  programs.  And  I  think  we  can,  but 
it  has  only  been  in  operation  a  year. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  it  is  time  to  head  outside. 

The  President.  Can  I  take  one  more  here  ? 

Q.  We  would  like  to  make  sure  you  have  this  before  you  go,  sir.  It  is  a  petition 
signed  by  over  200  students  here.^ 

The  President.  Fine,  I  will  read  it.  And  let  me  take  one  more  question. 

SCHOOL  BUSING 

[9.]  Q.  You  have  expressed  publicly  your  feeling  that  busing  to  achieve 
equal  education  is  not  the  preferred  way  to  achieve  that  goal.  What  suggestions 
do  you  have  for  attaining  the  goal  of  equal  education  for  all  children? 

The  President.  Well,  there  are  a  number  of  Federal  educational  programs 
that  are  aimed  at  helping  local  communities  in  a  very  broad  sense.  But  the  one 
that  is  aimed  specifically  at  meeting  the  problem  of  those  communities  that  are 
under  court  order  or  under  HEW  administrative  requirement  for  the  current 
fiscal  year — if  my  recollection  is  accurate — it  is  about  $250  million. 

In  the  case  of  Boston  precisely,  in  the  last  year,  out  of  this  fund,  the  Boston 
school  system  has  been  given  something  over  $4  million  to  be  aimed  directly 
at  trying  to  assist  in  upgrading  the  school  system  in  Boston — meeting  the  chal- 
lenge. And  in  addition,  we  have  had  the  top  person  in  the  Federal  Government — 
HEW — Dr.  Goldberg,^  who  has  gone  up  to  Boston  to  try  and  work  with  the 
local  officials  in  Boston  to  meet  their  unusual  and  difficult  problems. 

I  really  beUeve  that  this  is  the  approach  that  ought  to  be  taken.  You  just  don't 
throw  the  money  up  there.  You  try  to  take  the  money  and  utilize  it  in  an 
effective  way  as  to  student  opportunities,  student  facilities,  organization,  et  cetera. 

I  think  a  lot  of  things  can  be  done,  including  the  list  of  things  that  are  set 
forth  in  the  Education  Act  of  1974,  called  the  Esch  amendment,  that  are  a 
better  approach  than  the  ones  that  have  been  used  in  a  number  of  cases  by  the 
courts  themselves. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  question-and-answer  session  began  at  4:40  p.m.  in  the  Irvine  Gallery  at  the  university. 

^  The  petition  listed  certain  policies  of  the  Ford  Administration  with  which  the  students  disagreed. 
^  Herman  R.  Goldberg,  Associate  Commissioner  for  Equal  Educational  Opportunity  Programs. 
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Remarks  at  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  National  Association 
of  Life  Underwriters  in  Anaheim,  California. 
September  21^  1975 

President  Levine,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Let  me  thank  President  Norman  Levine  for  that  extremely  generous  and  very 
kind  introduction.  And  may  I  also,  at  this  point,  offer  my  personal  congratula- 
tions to  Mr.  Lester  Rosen,  v^ho  obviously,  by  his  fine  record  in  your  industry, 
by  his  total  dedication  to  the  betterment  of  society,  not  only  in  his  hometow^n 
but  throughout  the  country — my  personal  congratulations. 

President  Levine  is  a  very  rare  and  a  very  unique  gentleman,  and  there  is  a 
story  behind  that  compliment.  A  f ev^  years  ago,  I  shared  a  head  table  at  a  dinner 
in  New  York  City  w^ith  Norman  Levine.  A  few  people  were  good  enough  to 
ask  me  to  sign  their  programs,  and  in  so  doing,  my  pen  ran  out  of  ink.  So,  I 
borrowed  Norm's.  Well,  a  few  years  went  by,  and  the  next  time  I  saw  Norm 
was  in  March  of  this  year,  when  he  came  to  the  Oval  Office  to  ask  if  I  would 
attend  this  dinner. 

After  the  meeting  was  over  I  asked  Norm  to  accept  a  pair  of  cufflinks  as  a 
souvenir  of  his  visit  to  the  Oval  Office.  Norm  was  very  gracious  about  it.  He 
thanked  me,  he  declined  the  offer,  and  said,  if  I  didn't  mind,  he'd  just  like  his 
pen  back.  [Laughter]  So,  I  gave  Norm  a  pen  and  that  is  why  I  say  he  is  a  very 
rare  and  unique  gentleman.  How  often  do  you  meet  anyone  who  ever  got 
something  back  from  Washington?  [Laughter'] 

It  is  really  great  to  be  here  in  Anaheim,  with  so  many  old  friends.  Carney 
Smith,  your  executive  [vice]  president,  was  my  neighbor  in  Alexandria,  Vir- 
ginia, until  I  moved  into  public  housing  on  Pennsylvania  Avenue."  [Laughter] 

I  am  also  delighted  to  see  Jack  McDonald  here,  a  friend  and  former  colleague 
in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

In  short,  some  of  my  very  best  friends  are  in  the  insurance  business,  and  that 
is  one  reason  why  I  am  here  today  and  to  enjoy  your  hospitality  and  the  friend- 
ship of  your  wonderful  organization.  Another  is  that  I  want  to  pay  tribute  to 
you  who  sell  life  insurance. 

Altogether,  I  am  advised  that  policies  sold  total  more  than  $2  trillion.  That  is 
an  impressive  figure — 2  followed  by  12  zeros.  You  typify  the  free  enterprise 
system,  the  men  and  women  who  go  out  on  your  own,  with  your  initiative,  with 
your  energy  and  talent  working  for  you. 
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Obviously,  from  those  that  I  know  and  from  the  record  of  Lester  Rosen,  you 
are  leaders  of  your  communities.  I  commend  your  efforts  as  participants  in 
public  service,  including  the  political  arena. 

You  and  your  policyholders  have  a  big  stake  in  responsible  government,  and 
I  urge  you  to  continue  and  to  expand  this  efJort.  And  I  can  assure  you  from  my 
personal  experiences  with  him  on  a  number  of  occasions,  you  should  be  hon- 
ored by  the  fine  job  that  Governor  Jim  Longley  of  Maine  has  been  doing  and,  I 
am  sure,  will  continue  to  do.  That  should  be  a  stimulant  to  all  of  you  to  broaden 
your  effort  for  the  public  service  in  your  community,  in  your  State  as  well  as  in 
your  Nation. 

What  you  do  obviously  is  very  important  to  this  country.  When  you  talk 
insurance  to  people,  you  are  getting  them  to  think  and  to  plan  for  their  futures. 
And  when  they  take  out  insurance,  they  are  not  only  providing  for  their  fam- 
ilies, for  their  family's  security,  but  for  the  country's  future  as  well,  because 
most  of  the  premium  money  is  reinvested  by  your  companies  in  America. 

Altogether,  I  am  advised  that  these  investments  total  more  than  $278  billion, 
including  $88  billion  in  mortgages  on  homes  and  commercial  buildings.  I  look 
upon  this  as  an  impressive  vote  of  confidence  by  the  insurance  industry  in  the 
future  of  America,  and  that  is  what  it  is. 

Some  economists  call  it  capital  formation,  but  I  prefer  a  much  more  basic 
term— job  creation.  This  money  helps  to  start  new  businesses.  It  modernizes  and 
expands  our  industries.  It  finances  homebuilding.  It  adds  up  to  one  big  plus  for 
America  in  the  form  of  jobs.  Savings,  investment,  jobs— those  are  the  basic 
ingredients  that  make  our  economy  strong  and  healthy.  In  turn,  they  lead  to 
more  savings,  more  investment,  and  more  jobs. 

There  is  a  phrase  in  the  jargon  of  economics  which  has  always  bothered  me. 
The  phrase  is  "an  acceptable  rate  of  unemployment."  As  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
there  is  no  acceptable  rate  of  unemployment.  As  long  as  there  is  one  American 
who  wants  a  job  and  cannot  find  one,  the  unemployment  rate  is  too  high. 

The  human  tragedy  of  involuntary  unemployment  cannot  be  measured  by 
the  graphs,  the  charts,  or  the  percentages  which  show  up  in  a  multitude  of 
government  reports.  How  can  cold  statistics  ever  adequately  portray  the  trauma 
of  a  lost  job,  lost  savings,  and  more  importantly,  lost  pride?  America's  greatest 
natural  resource  is  its  people,  and  I  intend  to  see  that  this  resource  is  not 
endangered. 

One  of  the  prime  goals  of  this  Administration  is  to  sustain  the  economic 
recovery  now  underway  and  to  put  out-of-work  Americans  back  on  the  job. 
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A  working  American  is  a  buying  American,  an  investing  American,  a  saving 
American. 

Unemployment  checks  are  designed  simply  to  maintain  life.  Paychecks  are 
to  enrich  life,  to  provide  not  only  its  necessities  but  some  of  its  luxuries.  No 
American  can  successfully  engage  in  the  pursuit  of  happiness  until  the  basic 
needs — food,  clothing,  shelter,  education,  and  employment — are  first  met. 

By  the  year  1980 — not  too  far  away — to  meet  the  employment  requirements 
of  an  expanding  population,  we  must  create  over  11  million  new  jobs — 11  million 
new  jobs  to  build  the  houses,  produce  the  products,  harvest  the  fields,  and  earn 
the  salaries  that  pay  for  it  all,  11  million  new  jobs  to  show  the  rest  of  the  world 
that  the  American  dream  functions  best  when  we  are  wide  awake. 

This  Administration  has  already  proposed  to  the  Congress  reforms  which 
will  establish  taxing  policies  necessary  to  the  development  of  new  capital  in 
the  creation  of  new  jobs.  These  reforms  will  give  the  United  States  business  and 
industry  some  of  the  necessary  incentives  our  economic  expansion  requires.  More 
importantly,  they  will  give  jobseekers  a  paycheck  instead  of  a  raincheck. 

The  time  to  act  is  right  now.  Because  of  the  recession  slowdown,  our  plants 
and  factories  are  underutilized.  But  the  signs  are  clear  for  all  to  see  that 
America's  economy  is  picking  up  speed.  Today  there  are  1,500,000  more  people 
working  than  there  were  in  March  of  1975.  The  unemployment  rate  has 
dropped — not  far  enough — but  the  trend  is  downward. 

Industrial  production  in  the  last  2  months  has  increased  at  an  11.3-percent 
annual  rate;  retail  sales  from  March  through  August  rose  at  a  20-percent  annual 
rate;  real  disposable  income  rose  in  the  second  quarter  at  a  21-percent  annual 
rate. 

Just  2  days  ago  I  think  we  got  some  of  the  best  information  and  news,  and 
this  is  very  significant:  The  Department  of  Labor  reported  that  the  cost-of- 
living  rate  in  August  rose  only  by  two-fifths  of  1  percent,  the  smallest  rate  in- 
crease in  3  years.  More  importantly,  this  figure  represents  an  annual  inflation 
rate  of  only  2  percent  instead  of  the  12  to  14  percent  we  were  confronted  with 
about  a  year  ago. 

That  is  good  news.  But  we  must  not  allow  the  good  news  to  obscure  the  fact 
that  there  is  still  a  lot  to  do  if  we  are  to  maintain  a  strong  and  healthy  economy 
unfettered  by  runaway  inflation.  To  make  sure  inflation  doesn't  get  out  of 
hand,  we  must  hold  the  line  on  a  number  of  new  Federal  spending  programs, 
programs  which  could  well  push  up  the  deficit  next  year  and  reignite  the  fires 
of  inflation. 

Frankly,  that  is  why  I  have  been  using  the  Presidential  veto.  Some  have  mis- 
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takenly  called  this  negative  action,  but  it  is  not.  It  is  positive  action,  the  con- 
structive v^ay  to  achieve  better  legislation.  And  let  me  take  a  moment  to  explain. 

From  my  25  years  in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  time  that  I  have 
spent  in  the  White  House,  I  am  convinced  that  the  Founding  Fathers  put  the 
veto  povi^er  in  the  Constitution  as  a  very  vital  part  of  our  system  of  checks  and 
balances  in  this  great  f  ramew^ork  of  government. 

Recent  history  bears  this  out.  President  Truman  exercised  the  veto  250  times 
and  w^as  overridden  only  12.  President  Eisenhov^er  used  it  181  times;  he  v^as 
overridden  only  tw^ice.  But  again  and  again  the  result  of  the  initial  veto  vs^as 
to  bring  the  President  and  the  Congress  together  to  arrive  at  a  reasonable  middle 
ground,  usually  a  sounder,  more  responsible  measure  than  the  original  pro- 
posal that  came  from  Capitol  Hill  to  the  Oval  Office. 

To  put  it  very  simply,  a  veto  often  compels  first  the  reconsideration  by  the 
Congress  of  the  previous  action  and  then,  undoubtedly,  in  most  cases,  a  respon- 
sible compromise. 

I  can  promise  you,  if  it  is  necessary  to  assure  continued  progress  for  this 
Nation  on  a  sound,  economic  base,  I  w^ill  continue  to  use  the  authority  granted 
in  the  Constitution  to  veto  legislation  I  consider  unsound  as  it  comes  from  the 
Congress. 

If  wt  are  to  continue  the  momentum  in  the  battle  against  inflation,  your 
President  cannot  join  forces  v^ith  those  v^ho  v^ould  spend,  those  w^ho  v^ould 
squander  the  investments  in  the  future  of  millions  of  America's  small  savers, 
including  your  policyholders. 

The  dynamic  burst  of  productivity  we  call  free  enterprise  has  financed 
enormous  social  and  economic  gain.  No  one  v^ould  argue  that  the  human 
agenda  of  America  is  complete.  We  still  have  much  to  do,  but  let  no  one  con- 
tend that  our  free  enterprise  system  has  failed  us.  It  has  succeeded  beyond  the 
w^ildest  dreams  of  those  w^ho  came  before  us. 

Our  task  today  is  to  get  the  mighty  engine  of  free  enterprise  running  at  full 
throttle  again.  The  quick  solution,  and  the  w^rong  one,  w^ould  be  to  load  a  lot 
of  new^  spending  measures  onto  the  taxpayer  and  unleash  a  flood  of  deficit 
dollars  into  the  Nation's  economic  mainstream.  That  might  make  the  economy 
leap  up  and  shout  hallelujah  today,  but  the  recovery  v^ould  be  very  shortlived. 
Soon  the  patient  would  be  flat  on  his  back,  worse  off  than  ever. 

I  will  not  be  a  party  to  such  irresponsible  action.  From  hallelujah  to  heart- 
break in  one  quick  surge  is  not  the  responsible  way  to  make  our  economy 
healthy  in  the  future.  Our  task — yours  and  mine  and  that  of  millions  of  our 
fellow  citizens — must  be  to  smooth  out  the  peaks  and  the  valleys  in  our  eco- 
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nomic  performance.  That  takes  wisdom,  restraint,  and  considerable  discipline. 
It  takes  an  understanding  of  what  will  work  and  what  will  not  work  for  the 
long  pull.  Most  of  all,  it  takes  an  appreciation  of  the  fact  that  government  has 
a  limited  capacity  to  help  our  economy,  but  an  almost  unlimited  capacity  to 
harm  it. 

I  have  great,  tremendous  faith  in  the  ability  of  the  American  people  to 
perceive  what  is  in  their  long-range  best  interest  and  to  act  on  that  perception. 
That  is  the  gamble  and  promise  of  democracy.  It  places  faith  on  the  increasing 
understanding  of  people.  And  if  I  might  insert  something  I  have  said  a  number 
of  times — but  I  think  it  is  appropriate  to  this  group — never  forget  that  a  govern- 
ment big  enough  to  give  you  everything  you  want  is  a  government  big  enough 
to  take  from  you  everything  you  have. 

Democracy  does  not  ask  that  people  agree;  it  does  ask  that  they  think.  It  is 
here,  not  on  Capitol  Hill,  not  in  the  White  House,  that  the  essential  process 
of  democracy  takes  place.  The  real  source  of  power  under  our  system  of  gov- 
ernment is  you.  As  President,  I  am  but  the  instrument  of  that  power. 

When  we  meet  like  this,  a  chemistry  takes  place.  I  give  to  you  my  sense  of 
where  we  stand  and  where  we  must  go.  You  give  me  the  power  of  your  reason 
and  the  strength  of  your  understanding.  Ours  is  a  government  by  consent,  not 
command.  We  would  have  it  no  other  way.  That  is  why  I  need  you,  your  wis- 
dom, your  strength,  your  support.  Without  that,  I  can  do  nothing.  Together 
we  can  move  mountains. 

President  Theodore  Roosevelt  made  this  observation  with  eloquence  and  with 
brevity.  He  said,  "The  Government  is  us.  We  are  the  Government,  you  and  I." 
I'm  ready,  are  you  ? 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:01  p.m.  at  the  association's  John  Newton  Russell  Memorial  Award  Dinner 
at  the  Disneyland  Hotel  Convention  Center. 
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Remarks  in  San  Francisco  at  the  Annual  Convention  of  the 
AFL-CIO  Building  and  Construction  Trades  Department. 
September  22,  1975 

President  Georgine,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Bob,  let  me  thank  you  for  your  very  generous  invitation  to  be  a  part  of  this 
very  great  convention.  It  is  aWays  a  pleasure  to  see  so  many  old  friends  and 
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some  new  friends  again  and,  in  particular,  to  visit  with  my  very  good  friend. 
Bob  Georgine. 

Bob  is  well-known  as  a  man  of  outstanding  accomplishments,  a  demonstrated 
leader,  an  exceptional  administrator,  a  concerned  citizen,  and  a  celebrated  gin 
rummy  player.  [Laughter] 

I  say  a  celebrated  gin  rummy  player,  but  perhaps  I'd  better  explain  that  term. 
Bob  doesn't  celebrate,  his  opponents  do.  [Laughter]  As  a  friend  I  won't  say  how 
good  a  gin  rummy  player  Bob  Georgine  is,  but  two  more  games  and  you  could 
have  a  brand  new  name — the  AFL-CIO-IOU.  [Laughter] 

Last  January  I  went  to  a  testimonial  dinner  in  Washington  honoring  Bob 
Georgine.  I  asked  Bob  and  the  skilled  construction  trades  to  help  America 
achieve  energy  independence,  and  Bob  has  helped.  I  have  just  seen  a  copy  of 
the  September  issue  of  the  AFL~CIO  American  Federationist  in  which  Bob 
Georgine  again  speaks  out  on  the  energy  crisis.  Bob,  nothing  could  make  me 
happier  than  your  report  that  unions  are  still  vigorously  pressing  for  energy 
growth.  I  know  that  construction  workers  are  among  those  suffering  the  heavi- 
est impact  of  recession  and  the  energy  crisis.  When  you  suffer,  America  suffers. 

The  mission  of  the  skilled  construction  trades  represented  here  is  to  build 
a  better  America.  That  is  also  my  goal  as  your  President.  Two  centuries  of  con- 
struction enabled  America  to  achieve  its  special  status  among  the  nations  of  the 
world.  And  I  salute  you  as  representatives  of  the  millions  of  men  and  women 
who  have  been  a  part  of  this  great  building  process  in  our  wonderful  country. 

As  America  completes  200  years  of  history,  we  face  some  very  serious  prob- 
lems. But  we— you  and  I  together— will  solve  those  problems. 

If  any  nation  or  group  of  nations  in  this  world  in  which  we  Hve — including 
those  favored  by  nature  with  great  oil  resources — think  America  is  finished,  we 
no  longer  control  our  destiny  and  our  finances,  then  they  have  another  think 
coming. 

The  4  million  skilled  construction  workers  you  represent  and  multitudes 
of  other  Americans  will  show  the  world  that  Uncle  Sam  is  not  about  to  say 
"uncle." 

You  and  I  know  we  can  produce  our  own  energy.  You  and  I  know  we  can 
protect  ourselves  against  arbitrary  increases  in  price  by  foreign  nations.  You 
and  I  know  we  can  provide  more  jobs.  And  you  and  I  know  we  can  bring  an 
end  to  the  intolerable  situation  in  which  America  exports  more  than  $25 
billion  annually  to  pay  for  imported  oil  while  plenty  of  energy  is  potentially 
available  right  here  at  home.  The  money  we  will  pay  out  this  year  for  foreign 
oil  would  pay  the  wages  for  1  million  more  American  workers. 
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When  I  talk  about  energy,  I  am  talking  about  jobs — American  jobs.  Last  year 
about  three-fourths  of  all  planned  nuclear  plants  and  over  one-fourth  of  all 
coal  plants  scheduled  to  be  built  in  the  next  10  years  were  postponed  or  canceled. 
Domestic  oil  production  right  here  in  the  good  old  U.S.A.  has  fallen  by  11  per- 
cent since  early  1973.  Natural  gas  production  has  declined  so  seriously  that 
thousands  of  jobs  are  threatened  this  very  winter. 

Last  year,  the  average  American  home  paid  about  $360  for  foreign  oil  com- 
pared with  only  $45  in  1970.  Oil-producing  nations  know  that  we  are  more 
dependent  and  more  vulnerable  than  ever. 

There  is  now  a  possibility  that  the  OPEC  nations'  foreign  oil  cartel  will  once 
again  raise  prices.  In  fact,  they  are  meeting  this  week  for  that  purpose.  We  don't 
have  to  take  this  lying  down — and  we  won't. 

For  starters,  let's  spend  here  at  home  for  American  jobs  some  of  the  billions 
we  have  been  spending  abroad  for  foreign  oil  and  foreign  payrolls.  We  can 
create  construction  jobs  for  workers,  capital  for  industrial  expansion,  and  new 
energy  for  all  Americans.  That  is  what  independence  is  all  about. 

In  response  to  those  nations  which  would  control  our  energy  supply  and  prices 
and  hence  our  future,  I  say  to  industry,  to  construction  workers,  and  to  all 
Americans:  Let's  go  into  business  for  ourselves.  Let's  produce  American  energy 
in  America  with  American  workers  and  do  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

Last  January,  I  asked  the  Congress  to  act.  The  comprehensive  program  I  then 
outlined  was  based  upon  my  deep  personal  belief  and  conviction  in  America. 
By  1985,  I  envision  200  major  nuclear  powerplants,  250  new  coal  mines,  150 
major  coal-fired  powerplants,  30  major  new  oil  refineries,  20  major  new  synthetic 
fuel  plants,  the  drilling  of  many  thousands  of  new  oil  wells,  the  insulation  of 
18  million  homes,  and  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  millions  of  new  automobiles, 
trucks,  and  buses  that  use  much  less  fuel. 

I  happen  to  believe  we  can  do  it.  In  another  crisis,  the  one  in  1942,  Franklin 
Delano  Roosevelt,  our  then  President,  said  this  country  would  build  50,000 
warplanes  in  a  year.  Our  enemies  scoffed.  But  by  1943  our  production  had 
reached  125,000  aircraft  annually.  We  did  it  then,  we  can  do  it  again  right  now. 

Frankly,  we  cannot  wait  any  longer  for  the  Congress  to  act  on  my  compre- 
hensive energy  program.  Long-range  security,  jobs,  and  energy  are  inseparable. 
The  time  has  come  for  action  on  energy  independence. 

Accordingly,  I  will  ask  very  shortly  the  Congress  to  erase  all  doubt  about  the 
capacity  of  America  to  respond.  I  will  propose  an  entirely  new  $100  billion 
Government  corporation  to  work,  with  private  enterprise  and  labor,  to  gain 
energy  independence  for  the  United  States  in  10  years  or  less. 
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This  new  energy  independence  authority  will  have  the  power  to  take  any 
appropriate  financial  action — to  borrow  or  to  lend — in  order  to  get  energy 
action.  It  will  serve  as  a  catalyst  and  a  stimulant  working  through,  not  in  place 
of,  American  industry. 

It  can  stimulate  economic  growth.  It  can  create  new  jobs.  It  can  give  us  con- 
trol over  our  own  destiny.  It  can  end  runaway  energy  prices  imposed  by  foreign 
nations.  It  can  give  foreign  nations  a  new  look  at  what  Americans  can  do  with 
our  great  resources  when  we  stop  talking  and  start  acting.  That  is  my  answer 
to  those  who  tell  us  Americans  can  no  longer  do  what  they  set  out  to  do. 

I  speak  today  to  the  great  majority  who  believe  in  American  capacities  rather 
than  in  American  incapacity.  I  speak  to  all  Americans  who  know  that  this  is 
the  same  Nation  that  made  up  its  mind  during  World  War  II  to  develop 
synthetic  rubber,  and  did  so;  who  know  that  this  is  still  the  same  Nation  that 
decided  to  harness  the  atom  by  the  Manhattan  Project  and  accomplished  that 
objective;  who  know  that  this  is  the  same  Nation  that  said  it  would  put  the  first 
man  on  the  Moon,  and  did  so.  Perhaps,  people  said,  all  these  projects  were 
impossible,  but  Americans  have  done  the  impossible. 

The  proposed  energy  independence  authority  would  have  a  10-year  life 
and  be  self-liquidating.  It  is  designed  to  achieve  what  many  regard  as  im- 
possible— energy  independence  by  1985.  It  is  a  program  to  secure  our  jobs,  our 
standard  of  living,  and  the  national  interest  of  the  United  States. 

This  new  Government  corporation  would  be  an  independent  Federal  author- 
ity reporting  directly  to  the  President.  This  concept  is  bigger  than  partisanship. 
I  am  determined  to  appoint  as  directors  Americans  of  stature  without  regard 
to  politics. 

The  new  energy  independence  authority  will  seek  new  technologies  to  sup- 
port or  directly  produce  or  transport  American  energy;  technologies  to  support 
American  nuclear  development;  and  electrical  power  from  American  coal, 
nuclear,  and  geothermal  sources. 

The  energy  independence  authority  will  undertake  only  those  projects  which 
private  business  cannot  undertake  alone.  It  will  not  replace  the  private  enter- 
prise system,  it  will  supplement  it. 

My  vision  is  of  dramatic  action  to  produce  oil  and  gas  from  coal,  safe  and 
clean  nuclear  and  coal-generated  electrical  power,  harness  the  energy  of  the 
Sun  and  the  natural  heat  within  the  Earth,  and  build  numerous  other  energy 
facilities  throughout  our  great  country.  The  energy  independence  authority 
would  act  to  finance  those  projects  vitally  needed  for  America's  energy  inde- 
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pendence  that  will  not  be  financed  even  by  America's  great  private  capital 
resources. 

We  v^ill  need  over  $600  billion  of  energy  investments  over  the  next  decade  to 
finance  American  energy  independence.  As  always,  most  of  that  investment 
will  come  from  private  sources.  But  I  am  convinced  that  we  cannot  wait  for 
our  emerging  technologies  to  become  conventional  technologies.  We  must  act 
now  to  speed  their  development.  We  must  also  ensure  that  conventional  projects 
with  very  large  capital  needs  will  have  adequate  access  to  investment  resources. 

The  central  defect  of  America's  present  energy  system  is  that  it  relies  most  on 
our  least  plentiful  domestic  energy  resources — oil  and  natural  gas — and  relies 
least  on  our  most  abundant  energy  resources — coal  and  nuclear  power. 

My  vision  is  of  a  crash  development — ^in  harmony  with  environmental  pro- 
tection— of  these  abundant  resources  we  have  throughout  our  land.  America's 
oil  shale  resources  are  more  vast  than  all  the  oil  reserves  of  the  Middle  East. 
America's  coal  resources  are  10  times  greater  than  our  oil  shale  resources, 
America's  ability  to  harness  the  atom  is  legendary,  with  the  known  potential 
of  producing  unlimited  amounts  of  clean  and  safe  energy. 

Without  this  energy  independence  authority,  these  vast  treasures  of  America 
might  never  be  developed  or  developed  too  late  to  keep  America's  leadership 
in  the  world.  With  an  energy  independence  authority,  we  will  have  the  financial 
means  to  tap  all  of  this  energy  during  the  crucial  next  10  years. 

The  energy  independence  authority  will  be  an  important  new  element,  but 
only  one  element  in  our  total  national  energy  independence  effort. 

We  need  dramatic  action  to  produce  synthetic  fuels,  at  least  a  million  barrels 
a  day,  floating  nuclear  powerplants  mounted  on  barges,  new  pipelines  for  oil 
and  gas,  and  vast  energy  parks  throughout  America. 

My  vision  of  America  is  one  of  going  back  to  work  as  a  chain  reaction  of 
economic  activity  spreads  throughout  all  50  States.  To  build  energy  is  to  create 
energy  and  jobs  in  all  sectors  of  our  life  in  this  country. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  for  each  job  created  directly  in  industry,  the  ripple 
effect  throughout  the  economy  creates  at  least  another  unrelated  job.  The  total 
number  of  jobs  generated  will  more  than  double  the  energy-related  jobs. 

Let  me  cite  an  example,  if  I  may.  Four  hundred  thousand  man-years  of  labor 
are  required  to  construct  plants  and  manufacture  equipment  for  50  nuclear 
plants.  This  represents  650,000  man-years  of  labor  in  the  time  frame  required. 

I  want  to  see  millions  of  new  jobs  in  the  next  10  years  with  healthy,  widening 
ripples  of  growth  throughout  the  economy.  And  we  can  do  it.  I  am  directing 
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my  energy  and  economic  advisers  to  take  all  steps  required,  in  the  shortest  pos- 
sible time,  to  make  this  vision  a  reality.  I  am  also  counting  on  you,  the  con- 
struction v^orkers  v^ho  v^ill  do  the  job.  We  need  your  help,  along  w^ith  the  help 
of  literally  millions  of  others  throughout  our  Nation.  You  have  the  skills,  you 
have  the  courage,  you  have  the  dedication  which  has  enabled  America  to  de- 
fend itself  in  times  of  v^ar  and  develop  in  times  of  peace. 

I  am  confident  of  your  ability  and  that  of  all  Americans — labor  and  man- 
agement. Democrats,  Republicans,  and  Independents,  employed  and  unem- 
ployed, rich,  poor,  and  struggling,  old  and  young — to  unite  behind  this  bold 
new  program  that  I  have  outlined. 

As  America's  population  grows  and  our  economy  expands,  we  must  create  11 
million  more  jobs  by  1980.  This  is  a  big  order.  It  cannot  be  filled  by  government 
alone  or  by  industry  alone  or  by  unions  or  by  politicians  acting  on  their  own. 
But  the  problem  can  and  will  be  solved  if  we  all  work  together,  just  as  you 
in  this  hall  today  are  united  in  building  America. 

As  Bob  Georgine  said,  the  door  to  the  White  House  will  remain  open,  as 
it  has  been  since  I  have  been  President,  to  those  who  champion  the  cause  of 
America's  working  people.  Nor  will  I  ever  close  my  heart  to  the  millions  of 
Americans  who  are  now  unable  to  find  work. 

I  will  not  rest  as  long  as  any  American  who  wants  to  work  can't  find  work. 
Too  many  people  remain  without  jobs.  I  have  heard  references  to  so-called 
acceptable  rates  of  unemployment.  I  do  not  recognize  the  acceptability  of  any 
level  of  unemployment  as  long  as  people  cannot  find  a  job.  I  am  determined 
to  help  create  new  jobs  on  a  sound  economic  basis — ^good  jobs,  real  jobs,  and 
not  make- work  jobs  at  $2  an  hour. 

When  statistics  are  issued  on  the  loss  of  jobs,  there  are  some  losses  which  are 
not  published.  I  refer  to  the  loss  of  hope  among  the  young  people  seeking  their 
first  real  job,  the  loss  of  self-esteem  among  heads  of  households  who  are  laid 
off,  the  loss  of  security  and  standard  of  living  that  people  work  for  years  to 
achieve,  and  most  important,  the  loss  of  faith  in  America's  future. 

These  are  tragic  losses.  They  are  losses  that  the  United  States  of  America 
cannot  and  will  not  permit. 

The  need  for  skilled  construction  workers  to  build  new  energy  installations 
and  new  operators  to  run  them  will  be  enormous.  By  planning  and  working 
now,  we  can  ensure  that  development  is  orderly  and  that  progress  is  continuous. 

As  we  enter  our  third  century,  Americans  can  look  back  with  great  pride 
upon  our  achievements  in  providing  safe,  healthful,  stable,  and  productive 
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jobs.  But  obviously,  we  have  much  to  do.  Let's  get  going,  and  let's  go  to  work 
together. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:50  a.m.  in  the  Plaza  Square  Ballroom  at  the  Hyatt  Hotel. 

581 

Remarks  and  a  Question-and- Answer  Session  at  a  Luncheon 
Meeting  of  the  World  Aflfairs  Council  in  San  Francisco. 
September  22^  1973 

Than\  you  very  much,  Mr.  Mersman.  Mrs.  Feinstein,  distinguished  guests,  and 
particularly  our  guests  from  the  People^s  Republic,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

It  is  a  great  privilege  and  a  very  high  honor  to  have  the  opportunity  of  join- 
ing you  on  this  occasion,  and  I  thank  all  of  you  for  the  honorary  membership 
in  your  organization,  and  I  am  deeply  grateful  also  for  being  a  transmittal 
belt  for  my  long  overdue  membership  card  in  the  Grand  Rapids  World  Affairs 
Council. 

ENERGY  RESEARCH  AND  DEVELOPMENT 

[1.]  This  morning  I  had  an  opportunity  to  announce  a  very  important  pro- 
posal for  a  $100  billion  Government  corporation  to  work  through  the  private 
enterprise  system  to  develop  energy  independence  for  the  United  States  by  1985. 

It  is  spelled  out  in  a  detailed  bill  which  I  will  send  to  the  Congress  next 
week.  It  is  my  very  deep  conviction  that  the  United  States  must  not  surrender 
its  destiny  to  those  foreign  nations  on  which  we  now  depend  for  oil.  We  must 
move  very  decisively  to  give  foreign  nations  a  new  look  at  what  Americans 
can  do  with  their  great  resources  when  we  set  out  to  do  it. 

The  program  I  envision  would  enhance  America's  future  at  both  home  and 
abroad.  It  would  serve  the  national  interest  of  the  United  States  and  would 
safeguard  American  jobs  and  the  American  economy.  I  envision  a  dramatic 
crash  program  to  develop  coal,  nuclear,  and  other  sources  of  energy,  such  as 
geothermal  power,  which  I  saw  last  spring  on  my  visit  here  to  this  part  of 
California,  and  including  oil  shale  resources,  which  alone  are  more  vast  in  their 
potential  than  all  the  oil  resources  of  the  Middle  East.  Without  such  an  energy 
independence  authority,  which  would  be  a  Government  corporation,  our  vast 
natural  energy  resources  may  be  developed  too  late  to  bolster  America's  leader- 
ship in  the  world  for  the  rest  of  the  20th  century. 
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As  America  completes  its  first  200  years  as  a  nation,  we  must  resolve  to  solve 
our  energy  problem.  It  is  the  key  to  our  future. 

At  home  and  in  our  relations  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  it  is  my  conviction 
that  energy  independence  is  vital  to  protect  ourselves  against  any  arbitrary 
price  increases  or  future  embargoes  by  foreign  nations.  It  is  the  way  to  end  an 
intolerable  situation  in  which  America's  exports  last  year  totaled  more  than 
$25  billion  to  pay  for  imported  oil  while  plentiful  energy  is  potentially  available 
to  us  here  at  home. 

The  money  we  now  pay  out  for  foreign  oil  in  1  year  would  put  over  one 
million  more  Americans  back  to  work.  We  must  have  the  earUest  possible 
action  to  spend  these  rapidly  growing  sums  at  home  and  to  strengthen  America 
domestically  as  well  as  internationally.  With  those  observations,  I  will  be  glad 
to  respond  to  questions. 

Questions 

foreign  assistance 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  William  Sumner,  and  I  am  not  sure 
what  Mr.  Mersman  meant  by  my  associations,  but  for  your  sake  I  will  say  I  am 
a  registered  RepubUcan. 

The  President.  I  appreciate  that.  We  need  more  in  California.  [Laughter] 

Q.  Well,  I  have  worked  on  getting  a  tough  question  for  you.  Over  the  years, 
Mr.  President,  foreign  aid  programs  have  proved  themselves  quite  long-lasting 
and  very  costly.  Some  have  met  with  success,  probably  many  others  have  met 
with  obvious  failure.  Very  clearly,  the  American  electorate  has  been  disillusioned 
with  foreign  aid  and  both  parties  have  promised  to  cut  it  back  as  best  they  can. 

However,  every  administration  has  favored  foreign  aid  at  some  time  or  an- 
other, frequently  to  buy  itself  out  of  a  jam  overseas.  The  recent  Sinai  accord 
can  be  said  in  part  to  follow  this  example,  and  I  deliberately  use  the  Sinai 
example  to  make  the  question  as  tough  as  possible.  We  all  hope  it  works,  but, 
Mr.  President,  in  balancing  the  near-term  practical  usefulness  against  the  huge 
cost  and  the  growing  unpopularity  of  foreign  aid,  do  you  think  it  is  realistic 
for  the  American  electorate  to  expect  perhaps  some  cut  in  the  foreign  aid  bill 
during  the  remainder  of  your  5-year  Administration  ? 

The  President.  Let  me  assure  you  that  at  the  time  that  Secretary  Kissinger 
and  I  had  to  make  some  very  hard  decisions  on  what  we  could  do  to  help 
facilitate  the  negotiations  between  Israel  and  Egypt,  we  took  into  consideration 
the  request  by  both  countries  for  us  to  make  available  not  more  than  200  tech- 
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nicians  in  the  U.N.  buffer  zone  plus  the  prospects  of  substantial  economic  and 
military  aid  to  the  State  of  Israel  and,  to  some  extent,  the  same  to  the  State  of 
Egypt. 

Let  me  say  th^t,  as  we  analyze  the  alternatives — and  the  alternatives  were 
simply  two — ^if  we  did  not  play  a  meaningful  role  in  what  we  have  recom- 
mended to  the  Congress,  it  would  be  my  judgment  that  the  stalemate  in  the 
Middle  East  would  continue  with  all  of  the  potential  volatility,  increasing  ten- 
sions, and  the  high  likelihood  of  another  military  conflict.  And  each  one  seems 
to  get  bloodier  and  bloodier  and  more  costly.  That  was  one  alternative. 

The  other  choice  was  to  do  what  we  have  recommended  to  the  Congress.  I 
beUeve  it  is  a  good  investment  in  momentum  and  a  long-range  possibility  of  an 
equitable  and  secure  peace  in  the  Middle  East.  I  beUeve  that  it  is  a  way  in  which 
we  can  participate  in  a  fair  and  proper  way  to  achieve  the  momentum  and  to 
hopefully  avoid  a  conflict.  And  in  balancing  the  difficult  choices,  the  decision 
by  myself,  and  with  Secretary  Kissinger,  was  that  this  is  a  better  course  of  action. 

And  may  I  say  that  it  is  going  to  be  costly,  but  the  general  figures  used  are 
somewhere  between  $2  billion  to  $2.3  billion  for  economic  and  military  assist- 
ance for  the  State  of  Israel. 

I  only  point  out  that  earlier  this  year  at  the  time  that  I  was  conducting  the 
reassessment  of  our  Mideast  policy,  I  received  a  letter  signed  by  76  Senators 
asking  me  to  make  certain  that  I  recommended  $2,600  million  for  Israel  without 
any  participation  by  Israel  in  the  negotiations  with  Egypt. 

So,  going  by  what  76  Senators  felt  was  a  proposal  of  some  magnitude  in 
money,  I  believe  the  decision  to  work  with  Israel  and  Egypt  to  achieve  peace — 
and  I  think  it  is  a  good,  solid  program — it  is  a  better  investment  than  more 
money  being  spent,  as  76  Senators  requested  us  to  do,  without  any  program 
for  momentum  of  peace  in  the  Middle  East.  I  think  it  is  a  good  gamble  for  peace. 

The  other  would  be  a  very  difficult  potential  problem  of  a  high  likelihood  of 
war.  So,  I  think  it  is  the  right  action,  and  I  hope  the  Congress  promptly  and 
overwhelmingly  approves,  number  one,  the  200  technicians  to  serve  in  the  U.N. 
buffer  zone,  and  also  the  necessary  amount,  which,  of  course,  the  Congress  can 
decide.  But  I  think  it  is  a  good  gamble  for  peace,  and  I  hope  the  Congress 
responds. 

people's  republic  of  china 

[3.]  Q.  My  name  is  Robert  Gomperts,  and  I  am  a  member  of  the  trustees 
of  the  World  Affairs  Council  of  Northern  California.  In  a  few  months'  time 
you  are  scheduled  to  travel  to  Peking,  and  at  the  moment  there  is  one  over- 
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riding  issue  and  I  would  say  at  least  two  major  issues  outstanding  between 
ourselves  and  the  PRC.  The  overriding  issue  is  the  question  of  recognition.  The 
major  issues  are  the  frozen  assets  and  an  end  to  discriminatory  tariffs  on  goods 
coming  from  the  PRC.  Do  you  feel  that  these  issues  will  be  solved  during  your 
trip  to  Peking,  and  if  not,  do  you  feel  that  your  trip  to  Peking  is  in  the  national 
interest,  sir  ? 

The  President.  I  wouldn't  go  if  I  didn't  think  it  was  in  the  national  interest. 
[Laughter]  The  precise  agenda  for  the  visit  by  myself  to  the  People's  RepubUc 
has  not  been  laid  out.  Preliminary  work  has  been  done,  and  it  will  probably 
be  finalized  in  a  prospective  earlier  trip  by  Secretary  Kissinger  to  Peking. 

There  has  been  no  final  determination  as  to  the  items  that  will  be  on  the 
agenda.  Of  course,  all  that  has  taken  place  since  the  reestablishment  of  a  rela- 
tionship has  followed  the  Shanghai  announcement,  and  I  believe  that  we  are 
proceeding — the  two  countries — within  the  confines  of  the  Shanghai 
communique. 

I  would  expect  that  the  progress  we  have  made  would  continue  within  those 
constraints,  but  I  am  not  in  a  position  at  this  time  to  give  you  the  details  of 
what  the  agenda  will  be,  except  I  expect — and  I  am  sure  that  the  People's 
Republic  expects — headway  and  progress  and  the  furtherance  of  better 
relations. 

FOREIGN  POLICY 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Alexander  Dallin.  I  teach  at  Stanford  Univer- 
sity. Mr.  President,  you  have  been  quoted  as  saying  that  there  may  be  circum- 
stances under  which  it  may  be  proper  to  intervene  in  the  affairs  of  other 
countries. 

The  President.  Excuse  me,  I  didn't  hear  that.  Involve  ourselves  in  what? 

Q.  In  the  affairs  of  other  countries.  Since  the  statement — if  in  fact  you  are 
quoted  correctly — may  provoke  some  controversy,  I  wonder  whether  you  might 
care  to  specify  some  circumstances  or  principles  involved  that  you  have  in  mind  ? 

The  President.  It  has  been  traditional  in  this  country,  certainly  since  prior 
to  World  War  II,  during  World  War  II,  and  subsequent  to  World  War  II,  for 
the  United  States  to,  in  one  way  or  another,  involve  itself  directly  or  indirectly 
in  the  affairs  of  other  countries. 

In  each  case,  regardless  of  the  individual  who  was  President,  it  was  deter- 
mined by  responsible  people  that  such  action  involved  our  national  interest.  I 
know  there  has  been  controversy  about  what  has  been  done  in  one  or  more 
countries,  but  it  is  my  judgment  that  if  properly  handled,  and  with  a  correct 
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and  a  very  certain  relationship  to  our  national  security,  we  should  not  rule  out 
responsible  action  in  this  area. 

But  for  me  to  write  a  prescription  here  with  the  great  variety  of  circum- 
stances that  prevail,  that  have  prevailed,  and  undoubtedly  would  prevail,  I 
think  it  would  be  unwise. 

This  is  a  critical  and  crucial  area  where  on  some  occasions  what  we  have 
done,  we  have  been  very  successful  and  it  has  been  to  the  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  and  unfortunately  in  some  instances  we  have  had  some  disappointments. 

But  to  categorically  rule  it  out  or  even  to  prescribe  a  specific  limitation  here,  I 
think,  would  not  be  proper  for  the  President  of  the  United  States.  I  am  not 
ruling  it  out.  I  am  not  saying  what  we  are  going  to  do,  except  there  have  been 
some  benefits,  and  if  there  are,  related  to  our  national  security,  I  think  we 
ought  to  do  it. 

Q.  President  Ford,  my  name  is  Neil  Joeck.  I  have  no  formal  affiliation.  I 
would  like  to  ask  a  question  following  up  what  you  just  said,  I  think.  Do  you 
plan  to  take  positive  steps  to  discourage  those  American  allies  that  use  torture 
as  a  means  of  political  oppression  ? 

The  President.  I  can't  help  but  ask  myself  this  question:  What  precise  au- 
thority do  I  have  as  President  or  we  as  a  nation  to  interfere  directly  with  the 
internal  and  domestic  actions  of  other  nations?  We  have  been  criticized  on 
many  occasions  for  being  too  involved  with  the  internal  or  domestic  operations 
of  one  nation  or  another.  I  deplore  it,  I  condemn  it,  but  I  hesitate  to  say  that 
the  United  States  should  take  an  affirmative  action  every  time  torture,  as  we 
understand  it,  is  inflicted  upon  a  citizen  or  a  group  of  citizens  of  140  other 
nations. 

We  don't  like  it.  We  would  hope  it  doesn't  continue,  but  for  us  to  be  that 
precise  a  policeman  in  every  one  of  140-some  nations  of  the  world,  I  think, 
would  not  be  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  American  people. 

THE  THIRD  WORLD 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Donald  Davis.  I  am  president  of  the 
Santa  Clara  Valley  World  Trade  Club.  You,  in  your  opening  remarks,  have 
alluded  to  the  problems  concerning  energy  independence.  Perhaps  related  to 
this  issue  of  energy  independence  are  the  Sinai  accords,  and  a  much  broader 
picture  for  the  coming  years  is  to  attract  the  leadership  role  which  the  United 
States  intends  to  assume,  vis-a-vis  the  Third  World  countries,  in  connection  with 
their  aspirations  for  redistribution  of  the  world's  wealth. 

I  know  that  you  have  spoken  at  the  United  Nations  and  other  places  on  this 
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subject,  but  I  would  appreciate  your  personal  comments,  assuming  that  you 
were  to  continue  in  office,  that  what  you  believe  our  leadership  role  would  be  in 
attempting  to  meet  the  needs  for  redistribution  of  the  world's  wealth,  assuming 
that  there  is  some  need,  and  to  meet  the  aspirations  of  these  countries  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  believe  that  we  should,  as  a  nation,  participate  in  the 
redistribution  of  world  resources.  I  don't  think  that  ought  to  be  our  objective. 
Our  attitude  as  a  nation  was  submitted  to  the  United  Nations  in  their  special 
get-together  about  10  days  ago  by  Secretary  Kissinger.  This  was  a  practical 
answer  to  the  Third  World  request  for  economic  understanding,  political 
understanding. 

There  appeared,  prior  to  Secretary  Kissinger's  presentation,  the  distinct  possi- 
bility that  there  would  be  a  head-to-head  confrontation  between  the  United 
States  and  the  other  industrial  nations  of  the  world  and  the  Third  World, 
because  the  underdeveloped  or  Third  World  nations  were  complaining  very 
bitterly  about  the  fact  that  their  natural  resources,  whether  it  is  bauxite  or  tin 
or  coffee  or  the  multitude  of  other  natural  resources,  were  not  getting  a  fair 
shake  in  the  world,  at  least  from  the  industrial  nations.  What  they  wanted  was 
really  the  establishment  of  a  new  world  economic  order.  I  don't  believe  the 
United  States  should  commit  itself  to  a  new  economic  order. 

We  believe,  as  it  was  expressed  in  Secretary  Kissinger's  prepared  text,  that  we 
should  take  the  individual  resources  such  as  bauxite  or  tin  or  copper,  et  cetera, 
and  on  a  practical,  case-by-case  example,  try  to  find  through  negotiations  a 
proper  way  for  those  nations  to  participate  in  the  growing  world  opportunity 
for  a  better  life  for  all  their  people.  And  the  net  result  of  the  Secretary's  presen- 
tation was  that  instead  of  a  head-to-head,  irreconcilable  confrontation,  the  atti- 
tude and  the  atmosphere  at  the  United  Nations  was  totally  different. 

And  it  is  my  opinion  that  that  good  feeling  and  better  understanding  will  be 
productive  in  the  subsequent  meetings  of  the  United  Nations  and  that  we  ought 
to  carry  on  as  we  said  we  would,  working  with  those  nations  in  some  way  to 
make  sure  that  they  don't  have  the  peaks  and  valleys  of  high  prices  and  over- 
abundance and  that  they  can  have  a  relatively  stable  return,  not  under  the 
umbrella  of  a  new  world  economic  order,  but  under  some  practical  negotiated 
agreements  that  will  take  care  of  the  real  problems  in  each  instance. 

FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  SALES 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President^  my  name  is  Barney  Rocca,  Jr.  I  am  a  member  of  the 
World  Affairs  Council,  the  Commonwealth  Club,  and  a  past  president  of  the 
World  Trade  Association  of  the  Greater  San  Francisco  Bay  Area.  My  question 
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relates  to  the  business  in  which  I  am  personally  engaged,  which  is  foreign  trade 
and  agricultural  commodities.  There  has  been  much  discussion  recently  about 
the  trade  embargo  on  agricultural  commodities.  My  question  is,  why  should 
not  our  agricultural  producers  have  free  access  to  the  world  market  for  their 
production,  the  same  as  other  producers  of  nonstrategic  materials  ?  And  then 
a  second  part  to  the  question  is,  how  do  you  construe  the  Congressional  attitude 
on  this  issue  ? 

The  President.  I  made  a  fairly  complete  speech  out  in  Oklahoma — I  guess 
it  was  Friday — [laughter] — on  this  precise  subject.  And  let  me  summarize  it 
for  you.  I  believe  that  we  should  sell  our  agricultural  abundance,  not  only 
domestically  but  internationally,  in  the  free  marketplace  at  fair  prices  for  the 
farmer.  The  best  way  to  ensure  the  utiUzation  of  full  production  for  our  farmers 
is  to  find  assured  markets. 

We  have  a  3-year  agreement  which  was  just  renewed  with  Japan  for  an 
agricultural  purchase  program  by  Japan.  We  have  other  such  relationships 
with  other  foreign  countries. 

The  big  problem  is  that  of  the  Soviet  Union.  If  you  go  back  to  1972-73,  you 
will  find  that  the  Soviet  Union  bought  corn,  wheat,  et  cetera,  at  a  relatively  low 
level.  And  then  they  went  up  to  the  1972-73  figure  of  roughly  13  billion  metric 
tons,  and  then  they  went  down  in  73-74  to  a  figure— if  I  recall  accurately — of 
around  3  million  metric  tons.  Then  the  next  year  they  went  up  to  another 
figure.  This  year  they  have  already  bought  2.3  million  metric  tons  of  grain  from 
the  United  States,  and  they  want  to  buy  some  more. 

Now,  these  wide  fluctuations  are  not  healthy  for  the  American  agriculture. 
They  are  not  healthy  for  the  farmer,  because  he  ought  to  have  some  assurance, 
practical  assurance,  that  what  he  produces  is  going  to  be  purchased.  So,  we  are 
in  the  process  now  with  a  temporary  suspension  of  sales  to  the  Soviet  Union — 
temporary,  assuming  we  reach  an  agreement — to  be  based  on  the  signing  of  a 
long-term  agreement — 5  years  perhaps — with  an  assured,  guaranteed,  man- 
datory purchase  by  them  with  potentially  an  option  to  buy  more.  If  we  work 
this  agreement  out,  I  think  you  will  find  a  far  healthier  relationship  between 
our  farmers  and  their  markets,  a  far  better  relationship  between  our  country 
and  the  Soviet  Union,  and  an  overall  advancement  of  a  better  world. 

This,  I  think,  is  the  kind  of  utilization  of  our  great  abundance  that  we  can 
say  with  pride  is  part  of  an  affirmative,  constructive  relationship  with  not  only 
one  country  but  many  others,  to  the  benefit  of  the  farmer  and  a  healthier  rela- 
tionship the  farmer  has  with  the  rest  of  us  Americans. 

So,  I  hope  within  the  next  week  perhaps  or  more,  hopefully  the  sooner  the 
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better,  we  will  sign  an  agreement.  It  looks  optimistic,  it  looks  encouraging,  and 
if  we  do,  I  think  both  the  producer  and  the  consumer  at  home  and  abroad  will 
be  better  off. 

SOUTHERN  AFRICA;  THE  MIDDLE  EAST 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Fudah  Hayati.  I  am  a  member  of  the 
Northern  California  World  Affairs  Council,  and  I  have  a  two-part  question. 
This  country  was  instrumental  in  bringing  about  detente  in  the  Middle  East 
with  the  Sinai  accord  between  Egypt  and  Israel.  Can  you  see  this  country  play- 
ing a  similar  role  in  southern  Africa,  specifically  between  Rhodesia  and  the 
liberation  movements?  The  second  part  of  the  question  is,  in  light  of  the 
reports  of  U.S.  Marine  maneuvers  in  the  Mojave  Desert  carrying  out  desert 
warfare,  is  there  a  possibility  that  U.S.  troops  would  become  involved  in  the 
Middle  East  if  detente  did  not  hold  ? 

The  President.  I  see  no  prospects  of  the  United  States  military  forces  par- 
ticipating in  the  Middle  East.  I  see  no  reason  for  that  to  take  place.  We  are  on 
a  course  of  action  which,  if  successful — and  I  believe  it  will  be— that  will  pre- 
clude that. 

The  United  States  has  been  trying  to  work  not  only  in  the  United  Nations 
but  elsewhere  in  the  settlement  of  some  of  the  very  serious  problems  in  Africa 
between  Rhodesia  and  South  Africa  and  the  nations  that  are  emerging  in  Africa. 

Unfortunately,  there  are  some  very  serious  problems,  but  I  can  assure  you 
that  our  best  efforts  will  be  utilized  in  that  area  as  they  have  been  in  the  Middle 
East. 

CONFERENCE  ON  SECURITY  AND  COOPERATION  IN  EUROPE 

[8.]  Q.  I  am  Paul  Zinner,  and  I  teach  at  the  University  of  California  at 
Davis.  I  am  also  a  member  of  the  World  Affairs  Council.  Mr.  President,  I  won- 
der if  you  would  give  us  some  insight  into  the  policy  considerations  that  led 
you  to  agree  to  a  Helsinki  summit  in  the  middle  of  the  summer,  pretty  much  on 
Mr.  Brezhnev's  timetable,  and  I  wonder  if  you  could  also  give  us  at  least  a  brief 
reading  on  the  state  of  detente  since  Helsinki  ? 

The  President.  The  timing  of  Helsinki  was  not  important.  The  substance  of 
Helsinki,  both  in  the  language  and  the  spirit — those  are  the  important  things. 

The  meeting  in  Helsinki  between  35  nations  came  about  because  of  2  or  3 
years  of  very  detailed  negotiations  between  East  and  West.  And  the  various 
amendments,  the  various  compromises,  in  my  opinion,  have  led  or  have  the 
potential  of  leading  to  a  better  relationship  between  East  and  West,  whether 
it  is  the  confidence-building  provisions,  whether  it  is  the  relationship  of  one 
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nation  to  another,  and  the  freedom  of  information,  the  greater  freedom  of 
access  between  nations,  and  a  multitude  of  things  that  were  involved. 

The  language  is  all  right,  and  as  I  said  in  Helsinki,  the  language  we  approve 
of.  What  has  to  be  certain  is  that  the  spirit  coincides  with  the  words,  and  there 
is  to  be  a  meeting  in  2  years  where  there  will  be  a  review  of  all  of  the  participants 
to  see  whether  the  language  which  was  signed  in  Helsinki  is  carried  out  in  the 
24  months. 

And  the  test  is  performance.  I  am  optimistic,  and  I  believe  that  if  we  keep 
pressure  on  that,  we  can  say  that  Helsinki  was  a  big  plus.  If  the  spirit  doesn't 
exist,  the  words  mean  very  Uttle.  But  I  am  optimistic  that  world  pressure  will 
force  all  nations  that  participated  to  have  the  spirit  coincide  with  the  language. 

Now,  the  status  of  detente.  Detente  was  not  initiated  as  a  solution  to  every 
problem  in  the  world  or  every  problem  bilaterally  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Soviet  Union,  but  it  has  been  extremely  helpful  in  a  number  of  instances 
as  a  line  of  communication,  as  a  means  of  relaxing  tensions,  and  as  a  vehicle  for 
the  solution  of  problems  between  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  United  States. 

I  believe  that  SALT  I  was  a  significant  step  forward.  I  believe  very  strongly 
that  the  agreement  at  Vladivostok,  where  Mr.  Brezhnev  and  myself  agreed 
for  a  cap  of  2,400  on  launchers  in  strategic  vehicles  and  a  1,320  limitation  on 
MIRVing — SALT  II  is  now  moving  along  at  the  technical  stage,  and  there 
will  have  to  be  some  very  important  decisions  made  between  now  and  when 
the  final  agreement  is  achieved,  if  it  is  achieved,  and  I  hope  it  will. 

I  think  detente  has  been  successful.  It  hasn't  solved  every  problem,  but  we  are 
a  lot  better  off,  in  my  honest  judgment,  than  to  go  back  to  the  old  days  of  the 
cold  war  where  we  talked  harshly  to  each  other,  we  condemned  each  other,  we 
threatened  one  another.  I  don't  think  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union 
ought  to  go  back  to  the  cold  war  circumstances  that  prevailed.  But  I  reiterate, 
we  can't  expect  every  problem  that  comes  up  to  be  solved  by  it. 

All  we  can  do  is  work  at  it.  And  I  can  pledge  to  you  and  to  others  we  will  do 
our  utmost  to  make  sure  that  detente  is  mutually  beneficial  to  each  country 
at  no  sacrifice  of  national  security  in  either  case  and  of  tremendous,  immense 
benefit  to  the  world  as  a  whole.  We  will  do  the  very  best  we  can. 

CENTRAL  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Bill  Wainwright.  I  am  a  member  of  the 
World  Affairs  Council  and  also  a  registered  Republican  in  the  John  Baldwin 
mode  from  Martinez,  California.  I  have  a  question  about  the  House  select 
committee's  investigation  of  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency  and  their  review 
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having  publicly  demonstrated  certain  mistaken  intelligence  assessments  on 
the  likelihood  of  a  breakout  of  war  between  the  Arabs  and  Israel  in  1967.  I  am 
wondering  if  you  intend  to  facilitate  this  committee's  further  investigation 
along  these  lines. 

The  President.  Let  me  make  several  comments,  and  then  I  will  try  to 
answer  the  precise  question. 

In  the  first  instance,  you  must  understand  that  all  of  the  intelligence  agencies — 
the  CIA  and  the  others — have  responded  to  the  Pike  committee's  request  for 
classified  information.  There  has  been  no  reluctance  on  our  part  to  give  to 
that  committee  all  of  the  requested  intelligence  information,  and  I  think  they 
recognize  that. 

I  can  assure  you  of  a  second  point — that  under  no  circumstances  will  there 
be  any  action  by  me  or  people  working  with  me  to  use  the  classification  process 
to  prevent  the  exposure  of  alleged  or  actual  criminal  action  by  any  Federal 
authority. 

Secondly,  there  will  be  no  action  by  myself  or  my  associates  to  classify  so  that 
we  protect  errors,  mistakes  that  were  made  over  the  last  28  years  since  the  CIA 
was  estabhshed  by  law. 

The  real  problem  is  not  their  having  this  classified  information.  The  prob- 
lem is  how  they  have  to  use  it  for  the  legislative  purpose  for  which  the  commit- 
tee was  established.  Since  they  have  all  of  the  information,  it  is  not  automatically 
necessary  that  they  make  it  public.  They  can  examine  it  in  committee,  and 
they  can  determine  from  such  an  examination  all  of  the  information  that  is 
needed  for  the  legislative  purpose  for  which  the  committee  was  established. 

I  have  no  reluctance  at  all,  if  we  could  just  put  a  circle  around  the  United 
States  and  give  214  million  Americans  all  of  the  material  as  to  sources  of  intel- 
ligence, techniques  of  intelligence,  procedures  of  intelligence.  I  would  have  no 
reluctance  whatsoever,  if  we  could  confine  it  to  214  million  Americans.  But  I 
just  don't  think  that  is  very  practical.  [Laughter] 

Some  of  this  information  is  so  sensitive  that  a  few  years  ago  the  Congress 
passed  a  law  saying  that  any  communications  intelligence — that  is  a  very  tech- 
nical term,  but  it  is  very  significant— if  divulged  by  any  individual— it  excepted 
Congress,  and  it  should,  and  I  am  not  alleging  they  are  violating  the  law— but 
that  kind  of  intelligence,  its  source,  its  techniques,  its  procedures,  was  made  a 
serious  criminal  offense  by  Congress  itself.  And  it  is  the  judgment  of  a  number 
of  the  technically  qualified  people  in  the  inteUigence  area  that  there  was  an 
error  made  in  the  release  of  some  information  out  of  the  stacks  of  classified 
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information  we  gave  them,  because  it  probably  had  the  impact  of  making 
available  some  communications  intelUgence  information. 

What  we  have  to  do  is  to  sit  down,  not  with  one  committee  of  the  Congress, 
not  one  subcommittee,  because  there  are  300  subcommittees  and  full  committees 
of  the  Congress.  If  every  one  of  them  established  different  rules  on  how  we  were 
going  to  handle  with  them  this  highly  classified  information,  well,  I  think  you 
would  probably  have  300  different  rules  of  declassification. 

So,  what  we  have  to  do — and  I  can  assure  you,  as  others — we  have  to  find  a 
way  of  getting  a  uniformity  in  the  handling  of  classified  information  by  the 
Congress  and  the  300  committees  and  subcommittees  and  the  executive  branch 
so  that  what  is  essential  can  be  made  public  and  what  is  so  sensitive  that  it  should 
not — if  we  can't  do  that,  after  200  years  of  cooperation  between  the  executive 
and  the  legislative  branch,  something  is  wrong. 

I  am  an  optimist,  but  it  is  a  very  serious  matter.  I  am  not  going  to  be  a  par- 
ticipant in  destroying  the  effectiveness  of  a  good  United  States  intelligence 
agency,  because  that  involves  our  national  security,  period. 

Yes,  one  more,  I  guess. 

THE  UNITED   NATIONS   AND   ISRAEL 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Clark  Maser.  I  am  a  member  of  the 
World  Affairs  Council  and  an  elderly  skier.  [Laughter^  What  steps  should  the 
United  States  take  if  the  State  of  Israel  is  expelled  from  the  United  Nations, 
which  has  been  threatened  by  the  so-called  tyranny  of  the  majority?  Should 
we  withdraw  in  that  case  all  financial  support  to  the  United  Nations  or  should 
we  withdraw  from  the  United  Nations  ? 

The  President.  I,  as  well  as  Secretary  Kissinger,  have  strongly  spoken  out 
against  the  threats  that  primarily  came  from  the  nonaligned  nations.  The  atti- 
tude that  we  expressed  toward  the  nonaligned  underdeveloped  nations  has,  to 
a  substantial  degree,  softened  some  of  the  prospective  actions  that  were  antici- 
pated in  the  United  Nations.  You  don't  find  that  pushing  quite  as  hard  today 
as  it  was  6  months  ago  or  a  year  ago. 

Now,  we  beUeve  in  the  universality  of  the  United  Nations.  And  I  don't  beUeve 
nations  should  be  kicked  out  because  the  majority  have  a  grudge  or  an  adverse 
point  of  view.  You  can't  make  the  United  Nations  do  its  job,  perform  its  func- 
tion, if  a  simple  majority  in  the  General  Assembly  can  just  arbitrarily  decide 
that  that  nation  ought  to  be  kicked  out. 

I  totally  disapprove  of  that  procedure.  And  this  country,  as  long  as  I  am  Presi- 
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dent,  will  strongly,  vigorously  fight  against  any  such  action  against  any  nation, 
and  we  have  said  this  particularly  in  reference  to  Israel. 

I  believe  our  firm  stand,  our  efforts  through  Secretary  Kissinger  at  the  special 
session  has  pretty  well  diluted  the  prospective  action  concerning  Israel  in  1975. 
If  there  is  any  reaffirmation  of  what  appeared  to  be  inaction,  we  will  vigorously 
fight  any  action  by  the  General  Assembly,  and  we  will  take  a  strong  stand,  the 
strongest  possible  stand  in  the  Security  Council. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:   The   President   spoke   at   1:28   p.m.   in   the       Jr.,  events  chairman,  and  Diane  Feinstein,  president 
Grand  Ballroom  at  the  St.  Francis  Hotel.  In  his       of  the  San  Francisco  Board  of  Supervisors, 
opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Scudder  Mersman, 
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Interview  With  Television  Reporters  in  San  Francisco. 
September  22,  1975 

PUBLIC  EMPLOYEES  STRIKES 

Reporter.  [1.]  Mr.  President,  just  recently  this  city  w^ent  through  a  trau- 
matic and  somewhat  extraordinary  set  of  circumstances  when  the  fire  depart- 
ment and  the  pohce  department  all  went  out  on  strike  at  the  same  time.  I  am 
sure  you  were  aware  of  that.  This  is  somewhat  of  an  indication  of  what  possibly 
might  happen  in  major  cities  across  the  country. 

How  do  you,  as  the  Chief  Executive,  feel  about  this,  sir }  Do  you  think  that, 
number  one,  policemen  should  be  allowed  to  go  out  on  strike,  and  number  two, 
if  you  feel  they  shouldn't,  do  you  think  there  should  be  Federal  laws  pro- 
hibiting strikes  by  all  municipal  workers  ? 

The  President.  Of  course,  the  problem  that  you  raise  is  100  percent  a  local 
problem  in  that  the  Federal  Government  has  no  jurisdiction  to  enact  legislation 
or  to  take  executive  action  to  force  a  procedure  or  a  method  for  resolving  dis- 
putes between  local  employees  and  the  responsible  city  officials. 

The  situation  in  San  Francisco  ought  to  be  settled  by  the  people  of  this  com- 
munity. It  ought  to  be  settled  perhaps  as  some  States  have,  by  enacting  State 
legislation.  That  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State,  as  well  as  the  local 
community. 

The  only  area  where  the  Federal  Government  has  any  authority  is  that 
involving  Federal  employees,  and  when  a  few  years  ago,  I  think  it  was  1970, 
the  Congress  established  a  postal  service  system  in  contrast  to  the  old  postal 
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department,  the  Congress  approved  a  procedure  for  arbitration  in  case  the 
Government  and  the  employees  couldn't  get  together.  That  does  in  effect  pro- 
vide, number  one,  for  a  procedure  for  a  final  determination,  and  it  also  includes 
a  provision  that  prohibits  a  strike  by  postal  service  employees.  I  voted  for  that 
legislation. 

GUN  CONTROL 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  Ford,  on  another  topic,  there  are  reports  that  a  man  v^as  arrested 
and  booked  today  here  in  San  Francisco  on  suspicion  of  threatening  you.^  And 
also,  following  your  own  close  brush  with  death  in  Sacramento  a  couple  of 
weeks  ago,  I  wonder  if  this  has  convinced  you  at  all  that  we  need  tough  gun 
control  legislation  in  this  country,  or  are  public  officials  going  to  have  to  travel 
across  the  country  with  a  bulletproof  vest  and  a  prayer  ? 

The  President.  I  did  recommend  to  the  Congress  early  this  year  a  rather 
comprehensive  approach  to  crime  control,  a  new  proposal  that  would  make  it 
much  more  difficult  for  individuals  to  get  what  we  call  Saturday  night  specials, 
which  are  the  cheap  handguns  that  are  used  extensively  for  illegal  purposes. 

In  addition,  I  proposed  to  the  Congress  that  we  have  much  more  severe  pen- 
alties for  a  person  using  a  gun  in  the  commission  of  some  other  crime  and  for 
mandatory  sentences  in  order  to  get  people  who  use  guns  in  the  process  of 
committing  a  crime  or  alleged  crime. 

It  seems  to  me  that  that  approach  is  far,  far  better  than  the  approach  of  some 
people  who  recommend  that  gunowners  should  be  registered  and  that  hand- 
guns and  long  guns  ought  to  be  registered. 

I  prefer  to  go  after  the  person  who  uses  the  gun  for  an  illegal  or  criminal 
purpose.  That,  to  me,  is  a  far  better  approach  than  the  one  where  you  require 
registration  of  the  individual  or  the  gun. 

ISRAEL 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  yesterday  Secretary  of  Defense  Schlesinger  said  that 
any  new  weapons  that  we  introduce  into  the  Middle  East  or  Israel  should  not, 
to  use  his  words,  overawe  Israel's  neighbors.  In  the  interim  agreement  we  have 
signed  with  Israel,  we  are  promising  new  weapons,  and  there  is  the  prospect 
of  the  Pershing  missile,  which  has  the  range  that  could  touch  just  about  all  of 
Israel's  neighbors.  Now,  aren't  we  creating  the  prospects  of  the  seeds  for  a  mon- 
strous new  arms  race  in  the  Middle  East  ? 


^  That  morning,  following  his  delivery  of  a  note  containing  a  threat  to  the  President's  life  to  the  cashier 
of  the  St.  Francis  Hotel,  Benedict  Silicio  was  arrested  at  10:40  a.m.  in  Union  Square  Park  by  Secret  Service 
agents  and  local  police. 
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The  President.  Not  if  it  is  properly  handled,  Sid.  The  shopping  list  that  the 
Government  of  Israel  submitted  to  the  United  States  Government  included  a 
very  substantial  number  of  w^eapons,  most  of  which  are  defensive  in  nature. 

The  Pershing  missile  request  v^e — the  United  States — only  promised  to  study. 
We  made  no  commitment  that  v^e  would  make  that  weapon  available.  And  in 
the  process  of  study,  we  will  have  some  time  to  see  how  the  peace  efforts,  the 
Sinai  peace  agreement  proceeds  along  with  potential  other  agreements  in  that 
area.  But  there  is  no  commitment  by  us,  except  to  study,  for  the  delivery  of  a 
Pershing  missile  to  the  Middle  East. 

NUCLEAR  POWERPLANT  SITING 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  today  in  a  speech  you  said  that  you  envision  some 
200  nuclear  powerplants  by  the  year  1985.  Here  in  California  enough  citizens 
are  concerned  about  the  safety  and  disposal  problems  of  these  plants  to  have 
put  it  in  issue  on  the  ballot  in  June  to  ban  the  construction  of  them.  How  do 
you  feel  about  the  safety  problem  and  about  the  disposal  problem  ? 

The  President.  The  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission,  which  was  established 
by  the  Congress  last  year  and  which  is  now  in  operation,  and  the  energy  research 
and  development  organization,  which  was  likewise  established  by  the  Congress, 
both  are  in  the  process  of  studying  safety,  nuclear  power  development,  et  cetera. 

So  far,  I  believe  that  the  overwhelming  preponderance  of  the  evidence  indi- 
cates, number  one,  that  we  have  a  safe  nuclear  power  capability  and  further- 
more, that  if  there  are  any  serious  questions,  that  the  further  research  and  de- 
velopment will  result  in  even  a  higher  degree  of  safety,  better  safeguards. 

I  think  in  light  of  our  serious,  almost  critical  energy  shortage,  that  it  is 
unwise  for  any  State  to  ban  the  development  and  the  utilization  of  nuclear 
power  in  the  future. 

We  expect  to  build  250  nuclear  powerplants,  as  I  recall,  in  the  next  10  years. 
If  49  other  States  do  it,  I  can  imagine  there  could  be  a  serious,  adverse  economic 
impact  on  the  State  of  California.  It  would  potentially — I  don't  say  certainly, 
but  potentially— interfere  with  the  economic  development  of  the  great  State  of 
California.  It  would  mean  the  loss  of  potential  jobs  as  we  need  more  jobs  for 
the  young  people,  for  others. 

I  think  there  is  a  better  approach  than  an  arbitrary  ban,  because  the  safety 
record  so  far  and  the  prognostications  of  responsible  people  indicate  to  me,  at 
least,  that  the  danger  is  not  a  serious  one,  and  if  there  are  any  problems,  they 
can  be  resolved. 
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president's  trips  to  CALIFORNIA 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  we  are  very  glad  to  see  you  back  in  California  again, 
and  I  understand  you  will  be  returning  again  next  month.  The  question  is,  why 
three  trips  in  less  than  a  month  and  a  half,  and  if  this  California  blitz — if  you 
will  pardon  the  expression — is  really  just  to  try  to  sidetrack  Ronald  Reagan's 
shadow  campaign  for  the  nomination  in  '76  ? 

The  President.  Our  plans  to  come  to  California  2  weeks  ago  and  the  plans 
for  this  current  weekend  were  made  a  good  many  months  ago.  They  were 
made  because  we  have  visited,  or  I  have  attended,  a  number  of  meetings  of  a 
variety  of  organizations. 

I  spoke  at  Pepperdine  University  on  Saturday,  at  Stanford  University  on 
Sunday.  I  spoke  at  the  AFL-CIO  building  and  construction  workers  conven- 
tion this  morning,  or  on  Monday.  I  spoke  to  the  World  Affairs  Council  in  San 
Francisco. 

It  is  a  whole  list  of  very  diverse  organizations  that  give  me  an  opportunity 
to  get  acquainted  with  their  interests  and  to  indicate  my  policies.  California  is 
a  big,  it  is  an  important  State.  We  want  Californians  to  understand  their 
President,  and  I  want  to  get  to  know  Californians.  It  has  really  no  relevance 
as  far  as  the  political  campaign  is  concerned. 

I  am  coming  back  in  October  for  a  purely  Republican  Party  function.  That 
is  a  different  type  of  activity,  and  I  think  it  is  important  for  me,  as  the  head  of 
the  party,  to  participate. 

FORMER  PRESIDENT  NIXON 

[6.]  Q.  There  is  one  other  Calif ornian  you  did  speak  to.  You  spoke  to 
Richard  Nixon  yesterday.  Why  did  the  White  House  wait  until  today  to  report 
that,  and  will  you  accept  Richard  Nixon's  help  in  your  campaign  in  1976? 

The  President.  My  relationship  with  the  former  President  is  a  personal  one, 
a  personal  friendship  that  has  existed  for  26  years.  I  don't  think  it  is  necessary 
for  us  to  volunteer  when  I  call  him  or  he  should  happen  to  call  me. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  if  Ron  Nessen  was  asked,  he  would  say  yes,  I 
called  the  President,  I  am  in  the  State  where  he  lives,  within  a  relatively  short 
distance  of  his  home.  I  think  it  is  a  perfectly  natural  thing  for  longstanding 
friends  to  talk  on  the  telephone.  His  participation  in  1976  is  a  matter  for  him 
to  decide,  and  we  will  wait  and  see  what  he  does  decide. 

Q.  If  he  decides,  would  you  want  his  help  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  you  accept  anything  in  the  political  arena.  A 
person  has  to  make  a  choice  himself  as  to  what  he  wants  to  do.  We  have  no 
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plans  to  ask  him,  but  if  a  person  decides,  it  is  a  free  country.  He  can  participate 
in  any  way  that  he  wishes,  but  that  is  a  personal  choice  for  him. 

Q.  So  by  that  answer,  Mr.  President,  without  trying  to  put  words  in  your 
mouth,  you  would  not  reject  his  help  or  whatever  support  he  would  give  you  ? 

The  President.  That  is  a  matter  of  semantics.  What  he  does  is  his  decision. 
We  are  going  to  run  my  campaign,  as  I  said  several  months  ago,  on  my  record 
and  on  our  program  for  the  future.  If  people  want  to  help,  I  can't  preclude  it. 
It  is  up  to  them  to  decide. 

CENTRAL   INTELLIGENCE   AGENCY 

[7.]  Q.  I  have  a  couple  of  questions,  sir,  on  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency, 
which  has  been  in  the  news,  as  we  all  know,  for  the  past  year  or  so  with  mount- 
ing rapidity. 

First  oflf,  are  you  frightened  by  the  latest  revelations  of  the  CIA,  namely,  the 
Cobra  venom  stockpiled,  the  shellfish  toxin  stockpiled,  the  poison  dart  guns  sup- 
posedly they  have,  and  the  latest  story  that  broke  over  the  weekend  that  alleges 
that  E.  Howard  Hunt  supposedly  was  supposed  to  kill  columnist  Jack  Anderson. 
Do  these  allegations  frighten  you,  sir  ? 

The  President.  I  think  you  have  to  go  back  to  the  charter  that  President 
Truman  recommended  to  the  Congress  and  the  Congress  in  1947  wrote  into 
law  in  the  establishment  of  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency.  As  I  recall — I 
wasn't  in  the  Congress  at  that  time — that  it  was  virtually  unanimous  that  Presi- 
dent Truman's  proposed  Central  Intelligence  Agency  should  be  established  by 
law,  it  was  given  a  charter  and  given  certain  responsibilities.  And  the  Central 
Intelligence  Agency  over  this  period  of  27  or  28  years  has  carried  out  its  re- 
sponsibilities under  the  law. 

Now,  there  may  have  been  certain  indiscretions  or  actions  or  programs  that 
border  on  being  outside  of  that  charter,  and  that  is  what  the  Congress  is  in  the 
process  of  examining.  And  I  think  it  is  a  very  proper  responsibility  for  the 
Congress,  in  an  oversight  capacity,  to  examine,  such  as  they  have  in  both  the 
Church  committee  and  the  Pike  committee,  the  operations  of  the  Central  Intel- 
ligence Agency. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  mentioned  former  President  Harry  Truman,  and  it 
was  published  in  the  Washington  Post  on  December  22,  1963,  a  column  that 
was  written  by  the  former  President.  In  that  he  said,  "The  role  of  the  CIA 
should  be  limited  to  intelligence;  there  is  something  about  the  way  the  CIA 
has  been  functioning  that  is  casting  a  shadow  over  our  historic  position  in  this 
country  and  I  feel  that  we  need  to  correct  it."  That  was  12  years  ago.  Do  you 
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feel  that  there  should  be  some  limitations  on  the  power  of  the  CIA,  and  if  so, 
what  limitations? 

The  President.  The  basic  limitations  come  from  the  law.  The  operation  un- 
der the  charter  comes  from  the  people  who  have  the  responsibility.  It  is,  I  think, 
very  proper  for  Congress  to  conduct  an  oversight  operation,  as  they  are,  and  it 
is  very  probable  that  there  ought  to  be  a  greater  control  exercised  through  the 
executive  branch  over  the  operations  of  the  CIA. 

We  have  an  organization,  have  had  for  a  good  many  years,  an  intelligence 
advisory  committee  that  has  a  relationship  in  a  broad  sense  to  the  CIA  and  the 
intelligence  community.  There  have  been  suggestions  that  this  advisory  group 
ought  to  be  given  more  authority  to  actually  supervise  the  operations  of  the 
Central  Intelligence  Agency  and  the  others.  There  has  been  no  decision  by  me 
as  yet  on  whether  that  group  or  some  other  group — or  in  some  other  way  we 
might  have  a  closer  control  over  the  operations  on  a  day-to-day  basis  of  the 
the  Central  Intelligence  Agency  and  the  intelligence  community.  Those  are 
possibilities. 

Within  the  very  near  future,  I  expect  to  make  administrative  recommenda- 
tions, I  expect  to  make  legislative  proposals  as  far  as  the  intelligence  agencies 
are  concerned. 

I  did  not  answer,  Stan,  one  previous  question  you  indicated  concerning  colum- 
nist Jack  Anderson. 

Q.  Yes,  sir. 

The  President.  As  I  read  the  newspapers — I  haven't  gotten  any  further 
information  on  that— that  was  not  connected  with  the  Central  Intelligence 
Agency.  That  was  an  alleged  arrangement  or  program  between  certain  people 
in  the  White  House  in  the  1970-71  period.  It  did  not  involve  the  CIA.  There- 
fore, I  don't  think  the  CIA  should  be  connected  or  condemned  with  that  allega- 
tion. They  have  enough  troubles  on  their  own. 

GRAIN  SALES  TO  THE  SOVIET  UNION 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  Ford,  to  get  on  the  topic  of  energy  for  a  second,  it  is  obvious  that 
Russia  needs  our  wheat  and  we  need  oil.  You  have  been  quoted  as  saying  that  it 
is  conceivable  and  quite  possible  that  America  would  negotiate  with  the  Soviets 
for  oil  in  exchange  for  wheat.  Getting  out  of  the  possible,  the  conceivable  realm, 
is  it  going  to  become  a  reality  ? 

The  President.  We  have  made  very  substantial,  encouraging,  optimistic 
progress  in  a  negotiation  with  the  Soviet  Union,  for  the  Soviet  Union  on  a  5- 
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year  agreement  to  buy  substantial  amounts  of  American  grain,  a  set  amount  as  a 
minimum  and  potentially  more  on  an  option  basis. 

This  would  help  to  equalize  the  purchases  over  a  period  of  time  instead  of  the 
wide  fluctuations  where  one  year  they  buy  very  little,  the  next  year  they  buy  a 
tremendous  amount. 

We  think  that  a  firm,  long-term  wheat  or  grain  agreement  with  the  Soviet 
Union  is  good  for  the  American  agriculture,  for  the  farmer,  for  the  consumer. 
It  also  will  increase  the,  I  think,  effectiveness  of  detente  between  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  United  States. 

We  hope  to  have  an  answer  on  this  problem  within  the  very  near  future,  and 
I  might  add  that  if  it  is  signed,  we  will  also  get  an  additional  benefit,  and  this 
is  important  here  in  the  Bay  Area,  the  west  coast,  in  that  we  will  get  a  better 
freight  rate  for  American  ships  in  the  delivery  or  the  shipment  of  American 
grain  to  Soviet  ports,  which  would  mean  that  about  35  American  ships  would 
come  out  of  lay-up  and  go  into  the  trade  and  provide  more  jobs  for  American 
seamen. 

So,  it  is  a  complicated  but  very  intriguing  and,  I  think,  important  negotia- 
tion. I  am  optimistic  that  it  will  work  out. 

Q.  Yes,  but  are  you  going  to  push  for  the  oil  since  we  need  that  so  desperately  ? 
Are  you  going  to  push  for  that  ? 

The  President.  That  is  another  aspect,  and  there  are  discussions  and  there 
are  potential  negotiations  going  on  between  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet 
Union,  linking  to  some  extent  but  not  directly,  grain  and  oil. 

This  is  a  much  more  complicated  subject.  We  have  plenty  of  oil  today,  and 
an  agreement  with  the  Soviet  Union  for  oil  would  be  sort  of  a  good  insurance 
policy  in  case  there  was  an  oil  embargo  from  the  Middle  East. 

If  Russia  has  oil  that  it  wants  to  sell,  and  we  need  some,  which  I  think  would 
be  a  good  insurance,  I  think  it  makes  sense  to  try  and  get  both  a  grain  deal  and 
an  oil  deal. 

GASOLINE  PRICES 

[9.]  Q.  Sir,  on  the  subject  of  energy  and  oil,  you  fought  long  and  hard  for 
decontrol  of  domestic  oil,  indicating  that  the  rise  in  price  would  somehow  help 
us  to  conserve  somewhat.  How  high  are  you  willing  to  see  the  price  of  a  gallon 
of  gasoline  go  before  reversing  that  procedure  ? 

The  President.  It  is  higher  than  I  would  like  right  now.  [Laughter] 

On  the  other  hand,  it  has  to  some  extent  helped  us  to  conserve;  it  has  helped 
us  to  prevent  the  squandering  of  some  of  our  energy  sources. 

I  believe,  however,  that  the  price  rise  has  gone  sufficiently  high,  and  if  we 
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can  get  an  energy  program  on  line,  it  is  my  opinion  that  any  further  price  rise 
will  be  minimal. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  if  the  Congress  had  approved  my  phased  decontrol  pro- 
gram over  a  39-month  period,  in  the  first  12  months  of  that  phased  decontrol 
program,  energy  prices  related  to  oil  v^ould  have  gone  down. 

Unfortunately,  the  Congress  wasn't  wise  enough  to  understand  it  or  to  take 
action  to  approve  it.  So,  now  that  they  have  rejected  a  phased  decontrol  pro- 
gram, we  are  pretty  much  faced  with  total  decontrol,  which  is  not  the  best 
alternative.  But  even  with  total  decontrol,  I  don't  think  you  are  going  to  have 
any  significant  increases  in  fuel  costs. 

Q.  Wouldn't  that,  though,  if  it  did  happen,  really  hit  at  the  poor,  the  work- 
ing class  more  than  anybody  else,  because  they  would  be  the  ones  who  could 
not  afford  to  pay  the  prices  ? 

The  President.  It  would  affect  everybody,  but  I  urge  you  to  go  back  to  what 
I  said  in  January  when  I  offered  a  comprehensive  energy  program.  I  said,  if 
there  are  any  energy  cost  increases,  we  would  rebate  to  the  American  people 
$12  biUion  for  added  energy  costs  by  a  reduction  in  income  tax  payments.  We 
would  give  $80  a  person  to  the  poor  who  had  no  income  to  compensate  them 
for  the  added  energy  costs. 

Again  Congress  has  not  acted  on  the  rebate  program  that  I  recommended. 
I  wish  they  had.  We  wouldn't  be  faced  with  a  problem  of,  to  some  extent, 
adding  energy  burdens  to  the  American  people. 

ENERGY  RESEARCH  AND  DEVELOPMENT 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  your  travels  around  the  country,  you  have  per- 
sistently launched  an  attack  against  the  Federal  Government  and  big  govern- 
ment and  the  Federal  bureaucracy,  and  at  one  point  promised  to  get  the  Gov- 
ernment off  people's  back  and  out  of  their  pockets.  Yet  today  here  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, you  are  proposing  a  $100  biUion  Government  corporation  to  be  established 
subject  to  the  approval  of  Congress  to  help  find  ways  to  develop  our  energy 
resources.  This  would  include  massive  amounts  of  Federal  money. 

How  do  you  square  that  with  your  comments  about  less  government?  Are 
we  admitting  that  we  cannot  solve  our  energy  problems  in  the  private  sector  ? 

The  President.  Most  of  our  energy  problems  can  and  will  be  solved  in  the 
private  sector,  but  there  are  some  programs  where  we  are  in  the  process  of 
exotic  research  and  development — solar  energy  for  example — where  once  the 
scientists  and  technicians  have  developed  the  capability  for  expansion  of  that 
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energy  source,  we  do  have  to  take  the  first  step  from  research  and  development 
to  an  operational  plan  to  prove  that  it  v^ill  w^ork. 

That  first  plan,  so  to  speak,  has  to  be  perhaps  financed  by  this  joint  govern- 
ment private  sector  program.  And  that  is  v^hat  the  energy  resource  corporation 
w^ill  be  aimed  at,  not  in  a  long-range  financing  of  energy  sources,  but  aimed  at 
primarily — not  exclusively — but  primarily  taking  the  position  from  completion 
of  research  and  development  to  the  first  use  w^here  there  is  a  hesitancy  on  the 
part  of  investors,  because  of  the  uncertainty  to  invest. 

This  is  v^here  I  think  w^e  have  to  act.  We  did  in  the  case  of  the  synthetic 
rubber  plant  in  World  War  II.  We  did  it  in  the  Manhattan  Project  v^ith  the 
atomic  bomb.  We  did  it  in  our  effort  to  get  to  the  Moon.  We  have  done  it  with 
COMSAT.  It  is  a  procedure  that  has  been  used  in  the  past,  and  I  think  it  can  be 
adequately  used  in  the  future. 

1976  PRESIDENTIAL  CAMPAIGN 

[11.]  Q.  In  doing  so,  you  are  leaving  yourself  open  to  a  charge  by  probably 
your  critics  that  you  are  going  to  have  billions  of  dollars  in  Federal  funding 
going  to  big  oil  and  big  business,  and  this  leads  me  to  the  question:  The  public's 
perception  of  your  Administration  is  one  that  is  friendly  to  big  business.  I  think 
in  your  relationship  with  labor  leaders  you  would  find  that.  And  recently  in  a 
Gallup  poll,  Mr.  Gallup  said  that  of  the  adults  who  were  questioned — and  he 
addressed  this  nationwide — only  21  percent  would  own  up  to  being  Republicans. 
And  then  you  have  the  results  of  New  Hampshire.  Would  this  indicate  to  you 
that  you  are  in  serious  trouble  in  1976  as  a  party  and  you  as  President? 

The  President.  I  think  any  of  the  polls  that  have  pitted  me  against  a  Demo- 
crat, with  the  exception  of  Teddy  Kennedy— and  even  there,  1  month  he  is 
ahead  and  the  next  month  I  am  ahead — but  pitting  my  own  candidacy  against 
any  other  Democrat,  every  poll  that  I  have  seen  for  the  last  6  months  shows 
that  I  would  win. 

We  have  got  14  months  to  go  before  the  election,  and  my  Democratic  friends 
have  to  pick  a  candidate  first,  and  they  are  going  to  have  a  little  trouble  there. 
But  I  welcome  whoever  they  pick.  But  I  think  it  categorically  inaccurate  and 
unfair  to  say— and  I  don't  think  it  is  said  by  people  who  have  thought  it  out— 
that  this  Administration  is  predominantly  interested  in  big  business.  That  is 
totally  inaccurate. 

We  have  increased  our  funding,  for  example,  in  a  wide  spectrum — education, 
unemployment  compensation,  the  whole  area  of  human  assistance.  We  have 
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recommended  in  the  budget  for  the  current  fiscal  year  more  money  than  any 
administration  in  the  history  of  the  United  States  for  social  programs. 

ADVICE  TO  YOUNG  PEOPLE 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  Ford,  I  am  sorry  to  cut  off,  because  I  understand  you  probably 
want  to  go  forth.  We  only  have  about  30  seconds  left,  and  I  v^ondered  if  you 
could  in  that  time  possibly  sum  up  hov^  you  would  talk  to  some  of  the  young 
people  of  this  country  about  their  mounting  fear  of  losing  control  of  their 
country,  what  with  the  murder  of  a  President,  the  murder  of  a  candidate  run- 
ning for  President,  paralyzing  of  another,  et  cetera.  It  goes  on  and  on,  still  even 
happening  today  with  a  threat  against  your  life.  What  do  you  tell  the  young 
people  of  this  country  ? 

The  President.  I  tell  them  that,  number  one,  we  have  a  great  country,  they 
have  got  a  great  stake  in  it.  They  can  decide  what  course  of  action,  what  aims, 
what  visions  we  should  have  in  this  country,  and  I  find  a  great  and  good 
response  from  the  young  people  across  the  board. 

I  am  optimistic  about  what  they  will  do  with  America.  I  think  they  will  make 
it  a  better  place  for  them  and  those  that  follow. 

Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  The  interview  began  at  2:56  p.m.  in  the  the  Westinghouse  Broadcasting  Company,  and  Stan 

MacArthur  Suite  at  the  St.  Francis  Hotel.  It  was  Borman,   Belva   Davis,   Jenny   Crimm,   and   Lynn 

taped  for  broadcast  at  9:30  p.m.  Joiner  of  KPIX-TV. 
Participants  in  the  interview  were  Sid  Davis  of 
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Remarks  to  Reporters  on  Returning  From  California. 
September  22,  1975 

Reporter.  Mr.  Ford,  could  you  speak  to  us  for  just  a  moment  please  and  tell  us 
how  you  feel  ? 

The  President.  Can  I  have  just  a  minute  to  look  at  all  of  you } 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what 

The  President.  May  I  take  just  a  minute.  Obviously,  Betty  and  I  are  de- 
lighted to  be  back  here  very  safely,  and  we  are  most  grateful  that  Mr.  Vice 
President  and  Mrs.  Rockefeller  have  met  us.  We  have  talked  to  our  four  chil- 
dren, and  I  guess  they  are  kind  of  happy  that  we  are  back  here  all  right. 

But  let  me  say  most  emphatically,  I  thank  the  Secret  Service  for  doing  a  super 
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job  again/  They  really  were  tremendous  in  the  things  that  they  did  that  were 
necessary  and  essential.  But  equally,  let  me  express  my  appreciation  for  the  fine 
job  that  the  San  Francisco  police  force  did.  They  were  tremendous,  and  those 
that  were  associated  with  them,  because  they  had  the  help  of  others. 

But  the  most  important  thing  is  that  I  don't  think  any  person  as  President 
or  any  person  in  any  other  major  political  office  ought  to  cower  in  the  face  of  a 
limited  number  of  people,  out  of  214  million  Americans,  who  want  to  take  the 
law  into  their  own  hands.  The  American  people  expect,  and  I  approve  of  it— 
in  fact,  I  think  it  is  right— want  a  dialog  between  them  and  their  President  and 
their  other  public  officials.  And  if  we  can't  have  that  opportunity  of  talking  with 
one  another,  seeing  one  another,  shaking  hands  with  one  another,  something  has 
gone  wrong  in  our  society. 

I  don't  think  these  individuals  who  want  to  destroy  our  society  and  tear  up 
our  fabric  of  relationships  represent  America.  The  American  people  are  good 
people — Democrats,  Independents,  Republicans,  and  others.  Under  no  circum- 
stances will  I,  and  I  hope  no  others,  capitulate  to  those  that  want  to  undercut 
what's  all  good  in  America.  The  American  people  are  strong,  they're  good, 
and  they  will  reflect  the  leadership  that  comes  from  the  people  in  public 
office.  And  the  leadership  must  likewise  be  strong  and  good.  And  I  am  con- 
fident, whether  that  leadership  is  Democratic  or  Republican,  it  will  be  good 
and  it  will  be  strong.  That's  the  way  America  can  give  the  leadership  to  the 
world  that  is  essential  in  these  crucial  times. 

It's  wonderful  to  be  home.  It's  good  to  see  our  family.  It's  good  to  see  the 
Vice  President  and  Mrs.  Rockefeller,  and  it's,  I  think,  important  that  we  as 
a  people  don't  capitulate  to  the  wrong  element,  a  limited  number,  an  in- 
finitesimal number  of  people  who  want  to  destroy  everything  that's  best  about 
America.  I  won't.  I'm  sure  the  Vice  President  won't.  I  am  sure  Democratic 
leaders  won't.  We're  going  to  stand  tall  and  strong  in  this  confrontation  with  a 
limited  number  of  people  who  don't  represent  all  of  us. 

note:    The  President   spoke   at    11:55   p.m.   in   the  Diplomatic   Reception   Room   at  the  White  House. 

^The  President  was  referring  to  an  incident  which  occurred  earlier  in  the  day,  following  his  interview 
with  reporters  at  the  St.  Francis  Hotel  in  San  Francisco,  Calif.  As  he  was  leaving  the  hotel,  an  assailant 
in  the  crowd  across  the  street  fired  a  single  shot  at  him.  Sara  Jane  Moore  was  taken  into  custody  by  Secret 
Service  agents  and  local  police.  On  December  16,  1975,  in  the  Federal  Court  in  San  Francisco,  she  pleaded 
guilty  to  the  charge  of  attempting  to  assassinate  the  President. 
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Message  to  a  Special  Meeting  of  the  International  Commission 
for  the  Northwest  Atlantic  Fisheries.     September  23,  1973 

[Dated  September  18,  1975.    Released  September  23, 1975] 

THIS  SPECIAL  meeting  of  tie  International  Commission  for  the  Northwest 
Atlantic  Fisheries  takes  up  the  most  difficult  problem  in  the  Commission's 
twenty-five  year  history.  I  send  my  warmest  greetings  and  good  wishes  to  the 
participants. 

It  is  imperative  that  the  Commission  succeed  in  establishing  adequate  con- 
servation measures  and  enforcement  procedures  to  rebuild  the  important  fishery 
stocks  of  the  Northwest  Atlantic.  If  agreement  cannot  be  reached  on  reasonable 
conservation  and  enforcement  measures,  the  ability  of  the  Commission  to  fulfill 
its  stated  purposes  will  be  called  into  question.  For  our  part,  I  pledge  the  full 
support  of  the  United  States  to  sound  fisheries  management  and  conservation 
practices,  based  on  scientific  evidence  and  implemented  within  the  framework 
of  internationally  negotiated  agreements. 

I  am  strongly  opposed  to  unilateral  claims  by  nations  to  jurisdiction  on  the 
high  seas.  However,  pressures  for  unilateral  measures  do  exist,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  mount,  if  international  arrangements  do  not  prove  to  be  effective. 

It  is  my  earnest  hope  that  the  Commission  will  vindicate  the  trust  we  place 
in  it  and  fully  justify  our  mutual  eflforts  to  find  cooperative  approaches  to 
fisheries  conservation  and  management  for  the  benefit  of  all  mankind.  In  this 
spirit,  I  send  you  best  wishes  for  a  productive  and  rewarding  session. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  The  message  was  read  at  the  opening  of  by  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Security  Assistance 
the  meeting  in  Montreal,  Canada,  on  September  22       Carlyle  E.  Maw. 
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Remarks  to  Members  of  the  American  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Executives.     September  24,  1975 

Chairman  Brann,  President  Rumbaugh,  members  of  the  Chamber  around  the 
country: 

First,  let  me  welcome  you  to  the  White  House.  It  is  more  comfortable  inside 
than  outside  with  the  kind  of  weather  we  are  having.  We  only  have  it  in  Wash- 
ington, but  you  never  have  it  in  your  communities,  I  am  sure.  [Laughter] 
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But  it  is  nice  to  see  you  all,  and  despite  the  fact  you  have  been  sitting  here 
getting  the  answers  to  the  questions  from  Frank  [Zarb]  and  Paul  MacAvoy 
and  Jim  Lynn,  I  think  it  is  better  for  me  just  to  make  a  few  observations  and 
comments  and  then  we  can  retire  to  the  State  Dining  Room  for  a  few  minutes. 

First,  I  want  to  thank  you  very  emphatically  for  the  help  and  assistance  so 
many  of  you  have  given  us  in  the  12  White  House  Conferences  that  have  been 
held  around  the  United  States,  10  of  which  I  have  had  the  honor  and  privilege 
to  attend,  to  participate  in  what  we  try  to  describe  as  the  listening  and  learning 
process. 

We  feel  that  those  conferences  are  vitally  important  to  give  to  a  broad  cross- 
section  of  your  various  communities  the  policies  and  programs  that  are  in  effect 
in  the  Federal  Government  or  those  that  we  propose  and,  at  the  same  time,  get  a 
feeling,  a  sense  from  all  of  you  and  the  many  others  that  participate,  the  views 
from  people  at  the  grassroots. 

This  listening  and  learning  process,  from  our  point  of  view,  is  very  helpful 
to  me  and  to  my  associates.  And  I  trust  that  the  12  have  been  equally  beneficial 
as  far  as  you  are  concerned. 

We  have  some  very  serious  problems.  We  are  deeply  concerned  about  the 
economy,  energy,  and  deregulation  as  far  as  the  Federal  Government  is  con- 
cerned. I  just  spent  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  as  I  recall,  with  a  number  of 
mayors  from  various  parts  of  the  United  States.^  They  have  a  problem 
precipitated  by  the  financial  difficulties  of  the  city  of  New  York.  These  are 
serious,  and  it  involves  a  wide  variety  of  recommendations  from  them  and  from 
others  as  to  what  the  solution  might  be. 

It  also  involves  a  very  serious  potential  change  if  certain  actions  were  taken 
in  the  political  fabric,  not  on  a  partisan  basis,  but  on  a  structural  basis,  of  the 
Federal  Government,  the  State  governments,  and  municipal  governments.  This 
is  a  very  broad  and  serious  problem.  It  is,  of  course,  complicated  by  the  immedi- 
ate financial  problems  facing  the  city  of  New  York. 

But  if  I  might,  I  would  Hke  to  urge  all  of  you  to  the  extent  that  you  can, 
help  Frank  Zarb  and  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government  get  some  move- 
ment in  the  Congress  on  really  an  effective,  short-range  as  well  as  long-haul 
energy  program.  We  cannot  continue  to  be  held  at  the  mercy  of  decisionmaking 
by  the  foreign  oil  producers.  They  are  meeting  right  now  as  to  whether  or  not 
they  are  going  to  increase  the  price  of  roughly  40  percent  of  the  oil  that  we  buy 
as  a  nation.  We  have  no  control  over  it,  and  this  is  something  that  the  United 


^The  President  met  with  the  executive  committee  of  the  United  States  Conference  of  Mayors  at  3:30  p.m. 
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States  must  do  to  escape  that  kind  of  potential  stranglehold  that  they  have  on  our 
economy  and  on  214  million  Americans. 

We  have  to  conserve  our  energy.  We  have  to  produce  more  domestic  sources 
of  energy.  And  -wt  hope  and  trust  that  the  Congress  v^ill  move  affirmatively 
on  a  program  that  w^ill  conserve  energy  at  home  and  produce  more  energy 
from  domestic  sources. 

The  economy — I  believe  that  the  record  is  clear  by  now^  that  v^e  have  moved 
out  of  a  recession  and  v^e  are  on  the  w^ay  to  better  economic  times.  The  an- 
nouncement last  Friday  of  the  low^est  monthly  increase  in  the  cost  of  living, 
tvi^o-tenths  of  1  percent,  is  very  encouraging.  If  you  annuaUze  that — and  I  don't 
think  you  can  in  good  conscience — that  is  an  annual  increase  of  2.4  percent.  But 
on  a  more  reaUstic  basis,  from  December  of  last  year  through  the  reported  month 
that  I  just  mentioned,  the  cost  of  living  has  gone  up  at  the  rate  of  about  5  per- 
cent, slightly  under  it,  and  that,  compared  to  a  year  ago,  it  is  substantially  less. 

We  are  not  satisfied  w^ith  4.8  percent  on  an  annualized  basis  of  an  increase 
in  the  cost  of  living,  but  comparatively  speaking,  it  is  far  better  than  a  year  ago. 
We  are  going  to  continue  the  total  effort  on  our  part  to  make  even  more  head- 
way and  better  progress.  The  help  that  you  can  give  us  as  far  as  the  economy 
is  concerned,  energy  is  concerned,  v^e  appreciate  and  w^e  know  it  will  be 
effective. 

In  the  area  of  deregulation — and  I  use  it  in  the  broadest  sense — it  involves 
regulatory  agencies,  which  have  an  independent  part  in  our  Federal  Govern- 
ment— they  must  respond. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  executive  branch  per  se  has  to  do  its  share  of  trying  to 
lift  the  onerous  burden  that  they  have  imposed  on  individuals,  on  communities, 
on  society  as  a  whole. 

I  wish  Jim  Lynn  was  here,  because  he  got  a  figure  of  5,200  forms  that  are 
filled  out  by  people  and  organizations,  businesses,  imposed  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. I  have  never  seen  them  all  piled  up,  but  I  am  sure  they  would  make 
one  darn  big  pile.  [Laughter]  Because  I  was  going  to  remind  Jim  again — I  have 
done  it  several  times — that  a  year  from  now  we  better  have  less  than  5,200  such 
forms. 

Just  one  personal  observation.  Back  in  the  late  1920's  my  father  had  the 
temerity  to  begin  a  small  paint  and  varnish  manufacturing  company.  It  never 
grew  to  any  sizable  proportions,  although  it  kept  us  alive  as  a  family.  He  used  to 
go  out  and  sell  the  paint  and  collect  the  bills.  He  never  could  have  run  that  very 
small  company  if  he  had  had  to  fill  out  all  the  government  forms  that  small 
businesses  have  to  fill  out  today. 
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So,  even  though  it  was  a  hard  row  for  him  to  hoe,  at  least  he  was  able  to 
manufacture  and  sell  it  and  to  collect  the  bills.  Today  the  onerous  burden 
placed  on  comparable  business  organizations  would  preclude  a  person  of  that 
size,  a  business  of  that  magnitude  carrying  on.  You  would  have  to  hire  two 
bookkeepers  and  a  lawyer  and  I  can't  tell  you  how  many  other  things. 

So,  what  we  have  got  to  do  is  solve  the  energy  problem,  solve  the  problem  of 
our  economy,  and  in  this  third  century  that  we  are  all  looking  forward  to, 
the  third  century  of  our  great  country,  is  to  free  us  as  individuals  from  the 
octopus  kind  of  society  that  has  tended  to  develop — mass  government,  mass 
education,  mass  industry,  mass  labor. 

We  have  got  to  make  certain  that  214  million  people  have  a  restoration  of 
their  privacy  and  their  independence.  I  think  we  can  do  it.  With  your  help  it 
can  be  done  a  lot  easier. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:15  p.m.  in  the  East  the  board  of  directors,  and  Ronald  R.  Rumbaugh, 
Room  at  the  White  House.  In  his  opening  remarks,  president,  American  Chamber  of  Commerce 
he  referred  to  Lester  W.  Brann,  Jr.,  chairman  of       Executives. 
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Remarks  of  Welcome  to  President  Alfonso  Lopez  Michelsen  of 
Colombia.     September  25,  1915 

Mr.  President,  it  is  a  great  pleasure  and  privilege  for  me  to  welcome  you  to  the 
United  States  for  this  state  visit.  The  President  of  Colombia,  His  Excellency  Dr. 
Alfonso  Lopez  Michelsen,  and  his  wife,  the  distinguished  First  Lady  of  Colom- 
bia, Dona  Cecilia: 

President  Lopez  is  no  stranger  to  the  United  States.  As  a  young  man  he 
studied  here  briefly.  Also,  I  am  told  he  and  Mrs.  Lopez  spent  part  of  their 
honeymoon  in  Williamsburg,  Virginia. 

During  his  long  and  distinguished  service  in  his  country,  he  has  frequently 
visited  the  United  States  in  various  important  official  capacities.  His  election 
as  President  w^as  one  of  the  largest  votes  in  Colombia's  history. 

It  is  indeed  a  great  personal  pleasure  for  me  to  v^elcome  him  to  the  United 
States  once  again.  This  time  the  United  States  honors  him  as  a  Chief  of  State  of 
Colombia,  the  first  Latin  American  chief  executive  I  have  had  the  privilege  of 
vi^elcoming  to  Washington  for  a  state  dinner. 

President  Lopez  represents  a  nation  w^ith  a  long  tradition  of  democratic  gov- 
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ernment.  Colombia's  friendship  with  the  United  States  is  characterized  by  the 
mutual  respect  each  of  our  two  nations  has  for  the  independent  ideas  and 
sovereign  integrity  of  the  other. 

As  a  respected  intellectual,  author,  and  statesman.  Dr.  Lopez  has  been  a 
champion  of  the  idea  that  relationships  between  nations  must  be  based  on  the 
rule  of  law,  nonintervention,  and  respect  for  national  sovereignty. 

He  voiced  that  conviction  in  an  address  to  the  Council  on  Foreign  Relations 
in  New  York,  in  January  of  1974,  when  he  said,  and  I  quote:  "For  a  country  like 
ours,  there  is  only  one  guarantee  for  survival:  the  effective  application  of  inter- 
national law,  a  deep  sense  of  human  solidarity,  and  the  principle  of  self-deter- 
mination of  nations." 

Your  visit,  Mr.  President,  is  timely  indeed.  The  nations  of  the  world  face 
pressing  issues  in  international  trade,  in  monetary  policy,  and  the  challenges 
of  explosive  scientific  and  technological  progress.  The  problems  of  peace, 
justice,  hunger,  inflation,  and  pollution  can  no  longer  be  solved  by  each  nation 
alone. 

Each  of  us  now  is  caught  in  the  same  tide  of  world  events — consumer  and 
producer,  rich  and  poor,  powerful  and  weak.  We  must,  therefore,  work  to- 
gether for  the  solution  of  our  problems.  We  must  step  up  our  efforts  to  modern- 
ize and  strengthen  our  hemispheric  relations. 

The  nations  of  Latin  America  share  the  same  intricate  web  of  social,  political, 
and  economic  elements  which  comprise  the  civilization  of  the  Western  World. 
At  the  same  time,  they  share  the  problems  of  developing  societies  elsewhere  in 
the  world. 

All  of  these  circumstances  provide  an  important  bond  linking  our  two  nations 
which  have  a  long,  long  tradition  of  friendly  relations  based  on  respect  for  each 
other's  sovereignty  and  independence. 

That  is  why  I  have  invited  President  Lopez  to  visit  Washington.  We  have 
much  to  talk  about.  I  look  forward  to  our  frank  and  candid  discussions.  We 
expect  to  examine  carefully  our  bilateral  relations  and  their  probable  future 
course.  We  will  review  together  the  issues  of  current  concern  in  the  inter- 
American  system  and  the  alternatives  that  open  into  the  future.  We  will  discuss 
world  issues  of  particular  concern  to  our  two  countries. 

I  know  that  the  intellect  and  statesmanship  of  President  Lopez  will  further 
our  common  quest  for  constructive  solutions  and  mutual  understanding. 

And  so,  as  you  say,  Mr.  President,  bienvenido, 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:43   a.m.  in  the       come  with  full  military  honors  at  the  North  Portico. 
East  Room  at  the  White  House.  Due  to  inclement       President  Lopez  responded  as  follows: 
weather,  President  Lopez  was  given  a  formal  wel- 
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Mr.  President,  Mrs.  Ford: 

The  warmth  and  friendliness  of  this  welcome 
does  not  take  us  by  surprise.  It  is  a  reflection  of 
the  nature  of  the  relations  between  Colombia  and 
the  United  States,  which,  during  the  last  quarter 
of  this  century,  have  remained  untarnished. 

Of  course,  our  points  of  view  have  occasionally 
been  different  on  certain  matters  of  continental  in- 
terest. But  this  has  only  contributed  to  strengthen 
our  friendship  on  the  basis  of  mutual  respect.  We 
have  become  accustomed  to  the  practice  of  agreeing 
to  disagree — abiding  by  the  rules  in  order  to  resolve 
our  conflicts. 

Our  presence  here  on  the  same  site  so  often 
visited  by  prominent  statesmen,  has  a  special  sig- 
nificance on  this  occasion.  The  White  House  is  not 
a  palace.  Its  fame  derives  from  its  occupants,  men 
who  seek  to  interpret  the  will  of  the  people  they 
rule. 

We  evoke  the  memory  of  patricians,  soldiers, 
statesmen,  thinkers,  and  popular  leaders  who  em- 
body the  collective  aspirations  of  their  times.  Despite 
their  difference  in  character  and  background,  they 
have  honored  the  North  American  tradition  of 
democratic  government  without  yielding  to  au- 
thoritarian temptations. 

The  system  they  have  contributed  to  create  has 
proven  strong  enough  to  withstand  the  most  serious 


crisis.  In  these  troubled  times,  there  is  something 
both  comforting  and  old-fashioned  in  your  manner 
that  is  reminiscent  of  your  very  early  predecessors. 
Even  though  you  preside  over  one  of  the  most 
powerful  nations  in  the  world,  making  daily  de- 
cisions which  bear  on  the  destiny  of  mankind,  you 
continue  to  be  the  same  straightforward,  unas- 
suming citizen  who,  as  a  Congressman,  won  the 
respect  of  his  colleagues,  and  who  has  earned  the 
affection  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  sym- 
bolizing today  the  essence  of  what  the  Founding 
Fathers  of  this  country  wanted  their  Nation  to  be. 
They  wanted  their  leaders  to  be  model  citizens  of 
a  democracy,  unencumbered  by  the  false  leader  of 
royalty. 

I  am  witnessing  today  in  this  place  and  surround- 
ings that  the  wishes  of  the  American  people  have 
been  fulfilled. 

President  Ford's  human  touch  greatly  contributes 
to  ensure  that  this  meeting  will  be  patterned  as  a 
sincere  exchange  between  friends.  This  is  the  proper 
way  to  deal  with  common  problems.  The  nature 
of  the  challenge  confronting  us  today  and  the  above- 
mentioned  circumstances  make  me  look  forward  to 
the  conversations  we  are  about  to  begin  and  the 
confidence  that  the  outcome  will  be  of  mutual 
benefit  for  our  two  countries. 

Thank  you. 
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Toasts  of  the  President  and  President  Lopez  of  Colombia. 
September  23,  1975 

IN  PROPOSING  a  toast  to  you,  Mr.  President,  and  to  the  great  Republic  of 
Colombia,  I  think  it  is  fitting  to  note  that  your  state  visit  to  the  United  States 
coincides  with  the  150th  anniversary  year  of  the  first  treaty  between  our  two 
countries. 

Soon  after  Colombia  won  its  independence  in  1819,  the  great  liberator,  Simon 
Bolivar,  sent  one  of  his  first  diplomatic  representatives  to  this  country — Don 
Manuel  Torres.  As  head  of  the  Colombian  mission,  he  became  the  first 
accredited  envoy  of  a  Spanish-American  power  in  the  United  States. 

As  early  as  1820,  Mr.  President,  Manuel  Torres  was  instructed  to  negotiate  a 
commercial  treaty  with  the  United  States  on  the  basis,  and  I  quote,  of  "equality 
and  reciprocity." 

That  treaty  was  proclaimed  on  May  31,  1825.  Thus,  Mr.  President,  the  roots 
of  our  friendly  relations  are  long  and  deep. 

This  relationship  was  furthered  by  an  illustrious  former  President  of  Colom- 
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bia,  Alfonzo  Lopez  Pumarejo,  whose  distinguished  son  honors  us  with  his 
presence  here  tonight. 

During  his  inaugural  address  in  1934,  President  Lopez  Pumarejo  said,  and  I 
quote:  "Our  foreign  relations  in  the  future  must  not  be  based  on  that  formal 
reciprocity  of  soulless  diplomatic  notes  that  travel  from  chancery  to  chancery. 
We  shall  try  to  take  advantage  of  every  opportunity  to  invigorate  the  ties  of 
cooperation  and  active  friendship  with  all  nations  but,  above  all,  with  those  of 
our  hemisphere." 

How  well  this  distinguished  leader— and  permit  me  to  add,  Excellency,  his 
distinguished  son — have  succeeded  in  that  very  high  purpose.  Our  mutual  rela- 
tions today  are  born  of  a  very  precious  common  heritage  forged  out  of  the  travail 
of  wars  of  independence.  Both  of  our  nations  paid  with  the  blood  of  patriots  to 
achieve  the  dream  of  freedom,  both  in  your  country  as  well  as  in  ours. 

That  common  experience,  I  think,  gives  us  common  aspirations.  Both  of  our 
nations  desire  to  see  the  rule  of  law  apply  to  our  relations  and  to  those  among 
all  nations.  Both  seek  equality  and  reciprocity  among  nations.  Both  share  the 
common  knowledge  that  in  the  complex  world  of  today,  nations  bound  in  his- 
toric friendship  and  traditions  must  depend  very  direcdy  upon  one  another. 

Your  country  is  renowned,  Mr.  President,  for  its  moral  and  intellectual 
leadership,  for  its  moderation,  for  its  keen  sense  of  justice,  and  for  its  dedication 
to  greater  progress  and  social  justice  for  your  people  and  the  peoples  of  our 
hemisphere. 

We  of  the  United  States  admire  those  goals  you  have  set  not  only  for  your- 
selves but  we  appreciate  them  as  great  objectives  for  all  of  your  people. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  ask  you  to  join  me  in  a  toast  to  His  Excellency,  the 
President  of  Colombia,  to  Mrs.  Lopez,  and  to  the  people  of  Colombia.  May  our 
two  countries  always  walk  together  in  a  mutual  confidence  and  respect,  and 
may  our  historic  friendship  contribute  to  the  achievement  of  these  noble  goals 
of  mankind — ^justice,  peace,  and  freedom. 

To  the  President. 

note:  President  Ford  spoke  at  10:25  p.m.  in  the  this  very  room.  The  dream  cherished  for  centuries 

State   Dining  Room   at   the   White   House.   Presi-  by  poets  and  fiction  writers  was  brought  to  reality 

dent  Lopez  responded  as  follows:  by  American  science  and  technology.  We  had  evi- 

Mr.  President,  Mrs.  Ford,  Mr.  Vice  President,  Mrs.  ^^^^^.J^'"''^^'^    ^    landmark    in    the    history    of 

Rockefeller,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  distinguished  r,^i'i        itt-io  •  •        i_ 

,,      ,  ,    J     „  7    f     TT  1   T-  7  Today,  when  the  United  States  is  preparing  the 

Members  of  the  Senate  and  the  House,  ladies  and  Bicentennial   celebration   of  the  Declaration  of  In- 

gentlemen:  dependence,  it  seems  fitting  to  ask  which  of  the 

Six  years  ago,  a  few  hours  before  man  first  set  ^^^   events   constitutes   a   greater   contribution   to 

foot  on  the  Moon,  another  President  of  Colombia,  western  civilization.  The  Declaration  of  Independ- 

Dr.  Carlos  Lleras  Restrepo,  then  the  guest  of  Presi-  ence  had  a  decisive  influence  on  the  process  that  led 

dent  Richard  Nixon,  had  the  honor  of  speaking  in  to  the  French  Revolution.  It  carried  the  seeds  of  the 
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Constitution  of  Philadelphia,  which  has  been  so 
often  imitated  over  the  last  two  centuries. 

The  space  feat,  repeated  later  by  other  nations,  is 
a  source  of  controversy  surrounded  by  ever- 
diminishing  admiration.  Few  would  disagree,  how- 
ever, that  the  Constitution  of  Philadelphia  has  been 
one  of  the  key  elements  in  the  spiritual  and  material 
progress  of  this  great  Nation. 

In  the  view  of  the  distinguished  English  his- 
torian, James  Bryce,  the  two  outstanding  achieve- 
ments of  the  human  spirit  in  the  field  of  political 
organization  are  the  written  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  the  unwritten  set  of  rules  known 
as  the  British  Constitution.  Both  have  withstood 
the  test  of  time. 

In  an  era  when  people's  imagination  tends  to  be 
easily  captivated  by  material  accomplishments  and 
much  emphasis  given  to  the  gap  between  the  pace 
of  technological  progress  and  the  slow  pace  of 
social  and  human  science,  it  is  worth  noting  the 
foresight  of  the  Founding  Fathers.  With  profound 
insight  into  the  legal  matters  of  their  day,  they 
created  the  framework  for  the  development  of  a 
different  world  which  could  not  have  been  foreseen. 

Those  of  us  who  believe  in  freedom  and  equality 
will  be  with  you  in  spirit  during  the  commemora- 
tion of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  A  rendez- 
vous— to  be  present  on  that  historical  occasion — 
would  be  perhaps  out  of  order.  The  opportunity 
given  to  us  by  the  encounter  should  transcend  the 
formalities  of  protocol. 

We  should  reflect  upon  the  achievements  of  the 
past  and  meditate  upon  freedom  in  general  and 
the  state  of  freedom  in  our  continent  in  particular. 

The  future  of  humanity  is  intimately  linked  to 
the  question  of  freedom.  The  history  of  civilization 
as  we  have  known  it  is  one  of  continuous  ascent 
toward  attainment  of  that  freedom:  religious  free- 
dom, freedom  of  dissent,  freedom  to  assemble, 
freedom  to  claim  for  better  working  conditions,  and 
in  recent  years,  freedom  from  fear,  freedom  from 
want,  freedom  from  unemployment. 

These  values,  which  have  become  commonplace, 
have  ceased  to  be  commonplace  at  a  time  when 
liberty  suffers  an  eclipse  within  our  own  continent. 
By  just  listing  them,  we  can  see  how  difficult  it  is 
to  disentangle  the  knot  of  very  often  contradictory 
rights.  For  economic  freedom  is  not  always  com- 
patible with  the  freedom  from  poverty  or  from 
unemployment,  and  an  unlimited  freedom  to  em- 
ploy will  tend  to  hinder  labor's  conquests. 

Very  often  other  economic  systems  lead  people, 
particularly  the  young,  to  believe  that  freedom,  as 
a  value,  must  give  way  to  the  demands  of  economic 
life.  Without  forgetting  the  obvious  difficulties,  we 
must  double  our  efforts  to  sec  that  the  next  genera- 
tion will  not  have  to  barter  freedom  of  spirit  for 
shelter  from  economic  hardship. 

This  is  at  least  the  case  of  my  country.  Although 


it  is  true  that  we  don't  cling  to  any  specific  form 
of  social  system,  and  even  less  ta  any  foreign  model, 
and  that  we  are  ready  to  seek  a  better  redistribution 
of  our  income  through  the  implementation  of  pro- 
grams such  as  tax,  agrarian,  and  educational  reform, 
there  is  nonetheless  something  upon  which  we  can- 
not compromise.  That  is  the  quality  of  our  life 
and,  therefore,  the  right  to  think  our  own  thoughts 
and  dream  our  own  dreams. 

I  am  confident,  Mr.  President,  that  this  meeting 
will  bring  about  a  better  understanding  which  I 
already  anticipate  between  our  two  countries;  also, 
that  we  will  find  a  sense  of  partnership  within  a 
legal  system  based  on  impersonal  and  abstract  rules, 
within  which  there  will  always  be  the  right  to 
dissent. 

I  have  spoken  on  other  questions  about  our  own 
joint  duties  and  responsibilities  in  this  hemisphere. 
Going  further  now,  I  bring  to  your  attention  some- 
thing that  has  been  oudined  in  the  past  but  which 
has  recently  acquired  growing  importance.  Namely, 
that  the  responsibility  for  maintaining  a  world  of 
spiritual  freedom  is  a  task  which  demands  economic 
sacrifices.  The  sacrifices  concern  every  one  equally, 
but  mainly  those  who  can  make  them. 

Colombia  has  recognized  this  not  only  with  words 
but  witj?  deeds.  We  have  given,  for  example, 
preferential  treatment  to  Bolivia  and  Ecuador, 
relatively  less-developed  countries  within  the  sub- 
regional  Andean  Pact.  We  have  prompriy  approved 
the  increase  in  our  share  of  the  capital  subscriptions 
for  the  World  Bank  and  the  Inter-American  De- 
velopment Bank.  We  have  also  made  a  contribution 
to  the  Caribbean  Development  Bank  in  order  to 
provide  financial  support  for  the  former  European 
possessions  in  the  area. 

In  every  international  forum  wc  have  sought  an 
understanding  between  producers  and  consumers, 
trading  off  sometimes,  as  in  the  case  of  coffee  and 
sugar,  windfall  gains  for  permanent  stability. 

As  of  the  next  United  States  fiscal  year,  we  will 
forgo  any  further  loans  from  the  Agency  for  Inter- 
national Development.  Considering  the  fact  that  our 
export  earnings  are  sufficient  for  our  balance  of 
payment  requirements,  we  feel  that  the  resources 
released  thereby  can  be  more  useful  to  needier 
countries. 

This  contribution,  however  modest,  is  in  accord- 
ance with  our  means.  It  is,  nonetheless,  tangible 
evidence  that  Colombia  is  ready  and  willing  to  bear 
its  share  of  its  humanitarian  obligations,  following 
thus  the  example  set  by  the  United  States  in  the 
postwar  era  when,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  mankind,  massive  resources  from  one  nation 
were  destined  to  benefit  nonnationals. 

The  Marshall  Plan  turned  the  defeated  into  victors 
with  the  help  of  the  country  which,  having  suf- 
fered less  material  damages,  was  in  a  position,  if  so 
desired,  to  impose  its  will  upon  the  rest  of  the  world. 
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From  a  Latin  American  point  of  view,  the  new 
Trade  Act  of  the  United  States  is  not  without  short- 
comings, among  other  reasons,  because  of  the  dis- 
criminatory treatment  given  to  Ecuador  and  Vene- 
zuela. Nevertheless,  it  contains  positive  provisions 
that  favor  a  lowering  of  tariffs  which  should  benefit 
the  developing  countries.  Let's  hope  that  it  will  be 
implemented  in  the  spirit  of  liberalization  of  trade 
rather  than  that  of  narrow-minded  protectionism. 

Colombia  has  applied  for  membership  to  the 
General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade  and  hopes, 
also,  that  these  negotiations  will  provide  a  new 
scope  for  our  foreign  trade.  Not  in  vain  did  we 
treble  our  sales  of  goods  and  services  to  the  world 
in  the  last  5  years  through  the  diversification  of  our 
own  exports  and  widening  of  markets  for  Colom- 
bian products  in  Latin  America,  Europe,  and  the 
United  States. 

Although  I  am  not  here  as  a  spokesman  for  other 
Latin  American  nations,  this  is  an  appropriate  oc- 
casion to  underline  some  of  the  conclusions  which 
we  have  reached  at  so-called  summit  meetings 
among  neighboring  countries  and  add  a  few  of  my 
own  vintage. 

In  the  past,  the  relationship  between  our  two 
subcontinents  has  tended  to  reflect  an  American 
campaign  slogan  or  a  unilateral  definition  of  policy 
suitable  perhaps  for  domestic  political  purposes,  but 
totally  unrelated  to  Latin  American  aspirations. 

Neither  "the  big  stick,"  nor  "the  good  neighbor," 
nor  "the  low  profile,"  nor  "the  benign  neglect" 
satisfy  us  because  of  their  one-sided  connotation. 
What  is  required  is  a  new  relationship  between  the 
United  States  and  Latin  America  joindy  formulated 
by  both  parties  according  to  their  needs  and 
aspirations. 

For  this  we  already  have  a  forum  at  the  Organiza- 
tion of  American  States  and  an  organization  to  pre- 
sent coherently  our  common  points  of  view 
through  the  recently  established  Latin  American 
Economic  System,  SELA. 

We  are  convinced  that  a  nation  which,  through 
the  years,  has  been  capable  of  organizing  the 
American  Union,  starting  with  States  so  dissimilar  in 
their  origin  as  were  the  Thirteen  Colonies  and  late- 
comers such  as  Hawaii  and  Alaska,  must  have  an 
equal  capacity  to  conciliate  with  the  inter-American 
system,  a  community  of  forces,  without  disregarding 
the  particular  features  of  each  State  and  their  free- 
dom to  select  their  own  economic  structure. 

It  would  be  a  tragedy  for  our  continent  that 
while  Europe  is  creating  instruments  of  economic 
cooperation  that  don't  imply  political  obligations, 
such  as  the  Lome  Convention,^  we  should  still 
stumble  on  the  same  difficulties,  or  perhaps  more 


^Signed  in  Lome,  Togo,  February  28,  1975,  by 
representatives  of  56  countries  to  facilitate  economic 
cooperation. 


serious  ones  than  those  we  encountered  40  or  60 
years  ago. 

This  is  the  reason  why  Colombia  sponsored  the 
lifting  of  the  embargo  against  Cuba,  regardless  of 
our  ideological  differences.  The  record  of  failures 
of  this  type  of  measure  is  still  fresh  in  our  minds — 
Ethiopia,  Spain,  Rhodesia,  and  others — while  we 
cannot  recall  any  example  which  has  been  successful. 

In  the  case  of  Cuba,  where  the  sanctions  were  not 
applied,  neither  by  European  nations  nor  by  some 
countries  of  this  hemisphere,  we  would  have  been 
fooling  ourselves  if  we  pretended  to  continue  be- 
lieving in  their  effectiveness  when  the  United  States 
itself  was  allowing  its  multinational  corporations — 
located  in  countries  which  were  not  pledged  to 
sanctions — to  supply  the  Caribbean  island  with  the 
capital  and  the  know-how  for  products  which  we 
ourselves  were  already  producing. 

It  has  been  a  realistic  step  on  the  part  of  Presi- 
dent Ford's  Administration  to  adopt  its  own  line  of 
conduct  towards  Cuba,  while  abstaining  from  the 
attempt  to  influence  the  decision  of  others  on  this 
matter. 

A  treaty  that  binds  Colombia  and  the  United 
States  guarantees  free  passage  through  the  Panama 
Canal  to  the  warships  and  supply  vessels  of  our 
Navy.  We  don't  overstep  any  boundaries  when  we 
raise  the  issue  of  the  isthmus  here  or  elsewhere. 
Colombia  has  a  vital  interest  in  the  area  based  on 
geographical  as  well  as  historical  considerations, 
which  have  been  recognized  both  by  the  United 
States  and  by  Panama. 

Taking  a  long-term  view,  we  consider  the  canal 
question  as  something  of  continental  and  worldwide 
interest.  The  far-reaching  policy  of  understanding 
at  the  hemispheric  level  cannot  survive  if  perma- 
nently jeopardized  by  transit  incidents,  military 
maneuvers  of  one  side  or  the  other,  student  protests, 
and  symbolic  gestures  that  could  very  well  one  day 
start  a  bonfire  in  the  continent. 

With  due  respect  for  the  position  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  necessary  to  recognize  realistically  and 
impartially  that  the  considerations  that  prevailed  at 
the  beginning  of  this  century  are  irrelevant  in  1975. 

The  preservation  of  unjust  situations  can  never 
be  our  ideal.  We  are  conscious  of  the  spirit  which 
moves  the  American  Government  to  remove  causes 
of  friction.  In  1972  we  reached  an  agreement  con- 
cerning the  Roncador  and  Quita  Sueiio  and  Serrana 
outcroppings  in  the  Caribbean,  thus  putting  an  end 
to  the  modus  vivendi  established  between  the 
United  States  and  Colombia  in  1928. 

Recently  Under  Secretary  of  State  Rogers  has 
insisted  before  the  United  States  Senate  on  the  rati- 
fication of  this  treaty.  If  the  intention  is  to  terminate 
this  modus  vivendi — admitting  that  reason  assisted 
Colombia,  owners  of  Spanish  titles,  before  the  argu- 
ment of  a  so-called  exploitation  of  guano  invoked 
during  the  American  Civil  War — we  cannot  see  the 
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reason  for  consulting  the  International  Court  of  Jus- 
tice to  determine  if  third  party  rights  exist. 

Transitory  modus  vivendi  is  ended  by  defining 
the  claims  of  subscribing  parts,  not  by  having  one 
of  these  become  a  spokesman  for  the  interests  of 
third  parties  which,  not  having  been  part  of  the 
initial  pact,  are  not  affected  by  the  new  one. 

We  have  noted  with  satisfaction  that  the  need  for 
a  consensus  in  international  relations  is  now  being 
discussed.  This  is  also  our  policy.  This  consensus 
may  seek  to  maintain  the  status  quo  or  to  help  to 
bring  about  a  new  order.  We  don't  believe  that  under 
the  present  circumstances  the  first  of  these  alterna- 
tives could  be  conceded.  At  present,  countries  which 
only  5,  10,  or  15  years  ago  were  politically  de- 
pendent, now  have  their  own  seats  at  the  bargaining 
table.  They  come  either  on  their  own  behalf  or  on 
behalf  of  other  countries  afflicted  by  similar 
problems. 

Is  there  anything  improper  in  the  emergence  of 
this  new  bargaining  power?  Colombia  does  not  have 
atomic  weapons,  exportable  fuel  supplies,  or  large 
stockpiles  of  grain  to  enter  national  negotiations. 
Yet  we  are  not  surprised  when  nations  that  dispose 
of  such  assets  such  as  these,  use  them  to  increase 
their  bargaining  position. 

Certain  historical  similarities  exist  between  the 
postwar  era  in  which  we  live  and  the  period  of 
reconstruction  of  Europe  after  the  Napoleonic  wars. 
The  French  Emperor  had  been  at  war  with  a 
coalition  of  powers  dissimilar  in  their  ideologies, 
populations,  economic  and  military  strength.  Two 
European   statesmen  brought  forth  different  view- 


points in  their  attempt  to  build  a  lasting  peace. 
Whereas  Metternich  endeavored  to  maintain  the 
status  quo  through  the  "Holy  Alliance,"  Canning 
moved  in  the  direction  of  change  by  recognizing 
the  independence  of  the  newly  created  Latin  Ameri- 
can republics  and  their  right  to  self-determination. 

Am  I  wrong  in  assuming  that  the  great  turn  we 
are  seeing  in  American  foreign  policy  leans  towards 
Canning's  philosophy?  His  experience  of  liberaliza- 
tion didn't  turn  out  to  be  so  unfortunate.  Its  after- 
math coincided  with  the  Victorian  Era  which 
marked  the  epitome  of  the  influence  of  the  British 
Empire. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Austrian  Empire,  soon 
after  Metternich  was  gone,  became  the  sick  man  of 
Europe.  And  his  policy  of  the  spheres  of  influence 
and  balance  of  power  began  to  crack  down,  giving 
way  to  the  coming  crisis. 

Mr.  President,  the  whole  world,  and  America  in 
particular,  is  eager  to  see  whether  the  great  powers 
are  willing  to  undertake  or  accept  new  initiatives 
without  freezing  past  injustices  under  the  name  of 
peace. 

Colombia,  with  its  modest  resources,  is  ready  to 
support  the  United  States  in  sponsoring  changes 
and  in  acknowledging  new  realities.  Let's  preserve 
what  is  worth  being  preserved,  and  let's  recognize 
that  obsolescence  of  what  has  to  be  replaced.  For 
these  we  claim  our  rights,  but  at  the  same  time,  we 
are  ready  to  undertake  our  responsibilities  and  our 
commitments. 

A  toast  for  the  prosperity  of  the  United  States, 
Mr.  President  and  Mrs.  Ford. 


588 

Statement  on  the  Death  of  Bob  Considine. 
September  26,  1975 

BOB  CONSIDINE  was  a  great  reporter,  whose  beat  was  literally  the  world. 
His  perceptive  reporting  and  the  quality  of  his  writing  made  him  a  great  news- 
man. His  personal  integrity  and  courage,  his  gentle  good  humor,  and  his  out- 
standing character  made  him  a  great  person.  He  will  be  missed. 

Mrs.  Ford  joins  in  this  expression  of  sympathy  to  Bob's  wife,  MilHe,  and  to 
his  family.  In  words  Bob  was  fond  of  quoting:  "May  the  angels  lead  thee  into 
paradise  and  may  the  martyrs  receive  thee  at  thy  coming." 

note:  Mr.  Considine,  a  reporter  with  Hearst  Newspapers,  wrote  the  syndicated  column  "On  the  Line." 
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Joint  Communique  Following  Discussions  With  President  Lopez 
of  Colombia.     September  26 j  1915 

THE  STATE  Visit  of  President  and  Mrs.  Alfonso  Lopez  Michelsen  to  Wash- 
ington at  the  invitation  of  President  and  Mrs.  Gerald  Ford  provided  an  oppor- 
tunity for  serious  discussion  and  exchange  of  viev^s  v^ith  respect  to  international, 
regional  and  bilateral  topics  of  interest. 

Accompanying  the  President  during  the  September  25-26  visit  to  Washington 
v^ere  Colombian  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  Julio  Cesar  Turbay  Ayala,  Minister  of 
Finance  Rodrigo  Botero,  Minister  of  Agriculture  Rafael  Pardo,  Minister  of 
Economic  Development  Jorge  Ramirez,  Minister  of  Public  Works  Humberto 
Salcedo,  the  Mayors  of  Bogota  and  Cali,  and  the  President's  tv^o  sons,  Felipe 
and  Alfonso  Lopez.  Several  of  these  officials  w^ere  accompanied  by  their  wives. 
The  visit  provided  an  opportunity  to  meet  w^ith  their  United  States  counter- 
parts for  discussion  of  problems  of  mutual  interest. 

President  Lopez,  in  his  conversations  with  President  Ford,  Vice  President 
Rockefeller,  and  Secretary  of  State  Kissinger  examined  world  economic  and 
political  issues  in  detail.  They  discussed  prospects  for  improved  international 
economic  cooperation  in  light  of  the  achievements  of  the  Seventh  Special  Session 
of  the  UN  General  Assembly.  They  discussed  the  special  problems  faced  by 
Colombia  and  other  developing  countries  in  the  hemisphere,  which,  because 
they  are  in  a  more  advanced  stage  of  development  and  are  integrated  into  the 
world  economy,  are  also  greatly  affected  by  changes  in  the  international  eco- 
nomic conditions.  They  agreed  that  representatives  of  their  governments  would 
consult  further  as  the  initiatives  stemming  from  the  Seventh  Special  Session 
unfold. 

The  Presidents  also  reviewed  global  problems  of  security  and  opportunities 
for  peace. 

Western  Hemisphere  issues  were  examined  in  depth  and  with  equal  frank- 
ness. President  Lopez  explained  to  President  Ford  the  position  of  Colombia 
on  a  number  of  points.  He  emphasized  his  interest  and  that  of  Latin  America 
in  general  in  a  favorable  outcome  to  the  present  Panama  Canal  negotiations. 
President  Ford  assured  President  Lopez  of  the  desire  of  the  United  States  to 
pursue  the  negotiations  now  underway  with  Panama  in  good  faith  in  an  effort 
to  reach  an  agreement  which  would  accommodate  the  interests  of  both  countries 
in  the  Canal.  President  Ford  confirmed  U.S.  recognition  of  the  validity  of 
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Colombia's  rights  in  the  Canal  under  the  Urrutia-Thomson  Treaty.  He  ex- 
pressed determination  to  consult  with  Colombia  at  an  appropriate  point  in  the 
negotiating  process  tegarding  the  future  status  of  those  rights. 

The  two  Presidents  and  their  advisors  also  discussed  the  United  States  Trade 
Reform  Act  of  1974,  noted  that  technical  discussions  were  recently  held  on  the 
Act  in  Washington,  and  that  further  high-level  conversations  will  take  place  in 
the  near  future  with  regard  to  the  implications  of  the  Act  for  Colombia  and 
for  Latin  America  in  general.  President  Lopez  stressed  the  importance  to  Latin 
America  of  greater  access  to  the  United  States  market. 

With  regard  to  ratification  of  the  Quita  Sueno  Treaty,  the  two  Presidents 
noted  that  the  U.S.  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  has  just  held  public 
hearings,  and  President  Ford  assured  his  visitor  of  continuing  Administration 
support  for  early  ratification. 

Multilateral  negotiations  looking  toward  an  international  coffee  agreement 
were  discussed  by  the  two  Presidents  and  they  agreed  as  to  the  importance  of 
continuing  efforts  in  this  direction. 

The  AID  program  of  bilateral  assistance  to  Colombia  was  also  discussed. 
The  substantive  achievements  of  the  collaborative  program  over  prior  years 
were  noted  with  satisfaction.  It  was  mutually  agreed  that,  as  Colombia  has  be- 
come less  dependent  on  concessional  external  financing,  the  AID  bilateral  pro- 
gram could  be  brought  to  an  orderly  phase-out,  and  that  appropriate  agencies 
of  the  two  governments  would  work  out  a  plan  for  such  an  orderly  termination 
of  AID  assistance. 

The  visit  provided  an  opportunity  for  review  of  the  status  of  completion  of 
the  Inter- American  Highway  through  construction  of  the  Darien  Gap  segment 
in  Colombia.  Progress  toward  related  control  of  hoof-and-mouth  disease  in 
Northern  Colombia  was  examined  and  attendant  problems  were  reviewed.  It 
was  agreed  that  a  high-level  consultative  group  would  meet  shortly  to  consider 
questions  related  to  the  Inter- American  Highway  in  the  region  of  the  Darien. 

International  narcotics  control  was  also  discussed,  with  both  Presidents  em- 
phasizing their  recognition  of  the  menace  posed  by  international  trafficking. 
The  leaders  of  both  countries  committed  themselves  to  reinforced  joint  efforts 
to  combat  and  eradicate  this  evil. 

President  Ford  informed  President  Lopez  that  funds  have  been  requested 
to  reestablish  a  United  States  Consulate  at  Barranquilla  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Colombia  and  that  he  would  pursue  this  matter  as  necessary  with  the  Congress. 
President  Lopez  expressed  his  agreement  and  pleasure. 

In  conclusion,  the  two  Chiefs  of  State  and  their  advisors  noted  the  increasing 
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degree  of  interdependence  which  characterizes  our  modern  world  and  agreed 
that  Colombia  and  the  United  States — two  democratic  nations  which  share 
many  values  and  goals — should  seek  means  of  ever  greater  cooperation  on  the 
bilateral,  regional  and  international  planes. 

590 

Remarks  at  the  Career  Criminal  Conference  of  the  Law 
Enforcement  Assistance  Administration.     September  26,  1973 

Mr.  Attorney  General,  Attorney  General  Tyler,  Mr,  Velde,  Mr.  Wor\,  ladies 
and  gentlemen: 

I  am  delighted  to  be  here  this  afternoon  and  to  give  my  personal  encourage- 
ment and  help  and  assistance  to  a  program  that  I  feel  very  strongly  about. 

Last  September,  as  was  mentioned  by  Mr.  Velde,  I  directed  the  Department 
of  Justice  to  develop  a  program  to  deal  with  the  career  criminals  throughout 
the  country.  Its  goals,  as  all  of  you  know,  are  quick  identification  of  those  who 
repeatedly  commit  serious  crimes,  priority  of  prosecution  of  those  cases,  and 
the  assurance  of  appropriate  sentences  upon  conviction  so  that  they  could  not 
return  immediately  to  victimize  the  community. 

And  speaking  of  victimizing  the  community,  it  of  course  means  the  victimiz- 
ing of  the  individual.  And  in  a  speech  that  I  gave  at  the  Yale  Law  School  this 
past  spring,"^  where  I  sought  to  lay  out  some  guidelines  and  some  further  direc- 
tion, we  used  two  phrases  that,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  be  the  direction  in 
which  we  go — concern  for  the  victim  of  crime  and  concern  for  the  domestic 
tranquillity  of  our  country. 

Now,  this  program  that  you  are  a  part  of  has  been  funded  with  LEAA 
grants — and  I  commend  each  of  you  from  your  respective  11  communities  for 
your  participation — to  prove  that  a  program  can  work  in  this  field.  I  am  enough 
of  an  optimist  to  believe  that  this  kind  of  well-directed,  well-funded — with  the 
right  personnel,  will  result  in  success. 

I  am  told  that  it  will  be  operational  in  all  11  cities  in  a  relatively  short  period 
of  time.  And  although  we  recognize  it  as  experimental  in  nature,  I  personally 
have  very  great  expectations  for  its  success. 

All  of  you,  through  your  various  responsibiHties,  know  far  better  than  myself 
the  toll  that  crime  exacts  from  our  fellow  citizens — a  toll  measured  in  blood, 
treasure,  and  peace  of  mind. 

^  See  Item  217. 
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Unfortunately,  the  statistics  prove  that  crime  is  on  the  rise.  Since  1960 — and 
this  is  hard  to  beheve — reported  crime  has  more  than  doubled.  Last  year  we 
saw  the  annual  crime  rate  increase  by  17  percent — the  largest  yearly  increase 
since  the  FBI  began  statistics  in  their  department  some  44  years  ago. 

This  crime  epidemic  threatens  the  very  foundation  of  our  society^  for  it  is 
law  which  makes  human  society  possible.  Each  of  us  has  taken  an  oath  to 
uphold  and  to  defend  the  Constitution  which  charges  us  with  the  duty,  the 
very  solemn  obUgation,  of  ensuring  domestic  tranquillity. 

But  there  can  be  little  domestic  tranquillity  when  increasing  numbers  of  citi- 
zens are  robbed,  mugged,  raped,  murdered.  Each  of  us  has  a  very  unique  oppor- 
tunity to  do  something  about  this. 

As  you  know,  again  far  better  than  myself,  a  very  large  percentage  of  serious 
crimes  are  committed  by  a  very  small  number  of  offenders.  The  career  criminal 
program  aims  directly  at  solving  this  specific  problem.  And  the  success  of  this 
program  will  pave  the  way  for  a  far  greater  effort,  a  far  sharper  focus  on  career 
criminals  by  our  criminal  justice  system. 

The  good  part  about  this  program,  as  I  see  it,  is  that  it  is  a  grassroots  program. 
The  Federal  Government,  through  the  Law  Enforcement  Assistance  Act,  has 
awarded  some  $5  miUion  in  grants  together  with  equipment,  technical  assist- 
ance, and  evaluation.  But  the  day-to-day  planning,  the  conduct,  and  the  decision- 
making are  fundamentally  yours  at  the  local  level. 

I  happen  to  believe  that  is  the  way  it  should  be.  With  few  exceptions,  the 
prosecution  of  serious  crimes  in  this  country  is  solely  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
State  and  local  authorities. 

I  gather  from  talking  with  the  Attorney  General  and  with  others,  you  have 
all  had  a  very  productive  day  even  though  the  weather  of  Washington  inter- 
fered to  some  extent  with  your  starting  on  time.  Let  me  assure  you  we  were  a 
Uttle  late  getting  started  in  the  White  House  this  morning  for  reasons  that  were 
obvious,  because  of  the  weather. 

If  I  might  close  with  this  observation.  Even  though  Disraeli  once  said,  "It  is 
with  words  we  govern  men,"  I  might  add  my  personal  belief  that  it  is  with 
words  we  also  wear  men  down. 

So,  let  me  end  by  thanking  you  for  coming  here,  for  working  so  hard  in  the 
preparation  for  this  new  operation  and  with  the  work  that  you  will  do  when 
you  get  back  to  your  local  communities.  I  think  it  is  a  program  with  a  very 
bright  promise.  And  may  God  speed  you  as  you  proceed. 

Thank  you  very  much. 
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note:   The   President   spoke   at   4:05   p.m.   in   the  Administrator,  and  Charles  R.  Work,  Deputy  Ad- 
Great  Hall   at  the  Department  of  Justice.   In   his  ministrator,   Law   Enforcement   Assistance   Admin- 
opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Harold  R.  Tyler,  Jr.,  istration. 
Deputy  Attorney  General,  and  to  Richard  W.  Velde, 


591 

Remarks  on  Greeting  Local  Officials  From  Hopkinton, 
Rhode  Island.     September  27,  1915 

Charles  J.  Hammond,  Jr.  President  Ford,  I  have  here  a  letter  that  was  drafted 
and  it  reads:  "Dear  Mr.  President,  we,  the  undersigned  residents  of  Hopkinton, 
Rhode  Island,"  and  we  have  written  in,  "and  vicinity" — {laughter^ — "joined  a 
Happy  Bicentennial  America  delegation  to  the  White  House  in  wishing  you 
and  your  family  good  health  and  happiness.  Respectfully  yours  .  .  ." 

We  have  circulated  this  through  our  schools,  and  if  you  look  through  just  a 
couple  of  pages,  we  have  some  very  small  children  that  did  quite  a  job  on  this. 
But  there  are  about  a  thousand  signatures  in  here,  and  I  would  like  to  present 
this  to  you  as  a  token  from  the  town  of  Hopkinton  and  thank  you  very  much 
for  this  day. 

The  President.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Hammond,  and  I  also  thank 
Senator  Pastore  and  Congressman  Beard  and  all  of  you  for  coming  down  here. 
You  brought  the  sunshine  this  morning.  For  that  we  are  very  grateful.  But  also, 
Mrs.  Ford  and  myself,  as  well  as  the  children,  thank  you  very  much  for  this 
expression  of  good  health  and  best  wishes. 

I  had  the  opportunity  of  being  in  Rhode  Island  about  3  weeks  ago,  and  the 
people  of  Rhode  Island  were  extremely  hospitable  and  friendly.  And  for  that 
I  will  thank  them  through  you,  if  you  don't  mind. 

You  are  all  dressed  here  in  the  costumes  of  earlier  days  of  our  great  country. 
Rhode  Island  played  a  very  significant  part  in  making  this  country  what  it  is 
today.  Your  predecessors  were  among  the  early  settlers,  and  the  year-to-year 
contribution  of  Rhode  Island  has  been  very  meaningful  in  making  America  a 
great  country. 

I  have  always  enjoyed  the  opportunity  to  visit  in  Rhode  Island.  I  can't  hon- 
estly say  I  have  been  to  Hopkinton.  [Laughter] 

Mr.  Hammond.  Not  many  people  know  where  it  is.  [Laughter] 

The  President.  But  obviously  it  is  a  great  community  with  a  wonderful  spirit 
and  fine  people.  I  think  it  is  a  great  idea  that  you  are  thinking  Bicentennial  and 
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making  it  something  meaningful  to  the  young  people  as  well  as  a  couple  of 
older  ones. 

The  Bicentennial  should  be  a  great  year  in  the  United  States.  We  have  to 
show  what  we  have  done*  for  200  years  in  order  to  give  inspiration  to  the  young 
people  to  do  what  they  have  to  do  in  the  third  century  of  this  country.  They 
have  an  obligation,  just  as  their  forefathers  had,  and  I  have  great  faith  in  the 
young  people  today  represented  by  this  group  that  they  will  do  as  well,  if  not 
better,  than  we  did. 

Mr.  Hammond.  I  hope  so. 

The  President.  Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Mr.  Hammond.  Now,  this  is  Mr.  Nathan  Kaye.  He  is  connected  with  the 
Hopkinton  Bicentennial  Commission.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  is  the  one  that 
contacted  our  office  and  made  this  day  possible. 

Mr.  Kaye.  Mr.  President,  the  Hopkinton,  Rhode  Island,  Town  Council  and 
its  Happy  Bicentennial  America  Committee  are  greatly  honored  to  present  to 
you  this  song,  "Happy  Bicentennial  America."  Thanks  to  you  and  anticipating 
the  help  of  the  American  Revolution  Bicentennial  Administration,  we  hope 
that  this  song  will  be  sung  by  our  citizens  loudly  and  proudly.  Happy  Bicen- 
tennial America. 

The  President.  Thank  you  very  much,  sir.  Can  I  hear  the  song  ? 

Mr.  Kaye.  Yes,  sir.  They  are  going  to  sing  it. 

[At  this  point,  a  group  of  Hopkinton  schoolchildren  sang  the  Bicentennial  song.] 

Mr.  Kaye.  Mr.  President,  he  has  a  tape  recording  of  the  song. 

The  President.  Thank  you,  thank  you  very,  very  much,  sir.  Can  I  have  my 
picture  taken  with  all  of  these  children  ? 

Mr.  Kaye.  Sure. 

The  President.  Thank  you  very  much.  It  has  been  a  pleasure.  It  is  a  nice 
way  to  start  a  Saturday  morning. 

note:  The  exchange  began  at  8:45  a.m.  in  the  Rose       Mr.  Kaye  was  secretary  of  the  Hopkinton  Bicenten- 
Garden  at  the  White  House.  Mr.  Hammond  was       nial  Commission, 
president   of   the   Hopkinton   Town   Council,   and 
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Statement  Following  Announcement  of  an  Oil  Price  Increase  by 
the  Organization  of  Petroleum  Exporting  Countries. 
September  27,  1975 

I  STRONGLY  regret  the  price  increase  announced  today  by  OPEC,  even 
though  it  reflects  a  moderating  influence  by  some  oil-producing  countries.  While 
the  increase  was  not  as  large  as  some  expected,  nevertheless  it  will  have  a  sig- 
nificant impact.  It  will  worsen  inflation  throughout  the  world;,  and  it  will 
hamper  the  fragile  process  of  economic  recovery.  It  will  hit  the  poorer  countries 
the  hardest. 

In  my  State  of  the  Union  Message  in  January,  I  warned  the  Members  of 
Congress  that  we  would  become  more  and  more  vulnerable  to  oil  price  increases 
imposed  on  us  by  other  people  in  other  countries  unless  the  Congress  acted 
quickly  to  approve  my  program  to  free  America  from  its  dependence  on  foreign 
oil  supphers.  And  today's  action  by  OPEC  demonstrates  vividly  that  my  warn- 
ing was  accurate. 

The  American  people  should  reaUze  that  Congress  has  refused  to  take  any 
step  to  reduce  our  vulnerability  to  such  whims  of  the  OPEC  oil  cartel.  So  long 
as  Congress  refuses  to  enact  a  program  which  will  allow  America  to  produce  its 
own  energy  with  its  own  workers  and  to  set  its  own  prices,  we  will  find  our- 
selves increasingly  vulnerable  to  OPEC. 

We  will  continue  to  be  vulnerable  to  arbitrary  OPEC  price  increases,  which 
will  take  away  billions  of  American  dollars  and  thousands  of  America's  jobs, 
until  Congress  faces  up  to  the  energy  problem  and  makes  the  hard  decisions 
for  Americans  to  regain  their  energy  independence. 

Those  Members  of  Congress  who  refuse  to  adopt  an  energy  program  would 
like  the  American  people  to  believe  they  are  trying  to  hold  energy  prices  down. 
They  are  wrong,  as  today's  OPEC  decision  demonstrates. 

During  the  4  years  of  so-called  controls  since  1971,  our  bill  for  imported  oil 
has  gone  up  more  than  700  percent.  Inaction  or  wrong  action  by  the  Congress 
means  higher  prices  and  increased  dependence. 

Every  day,  we  are  forced  to  buy  more  and  more  oil  from  OPEC  at  higher 
and  higher  prices. 

Congress  must  adopt  an  energy  program  which  will  permit  us  to  control  our 
own  supply  and  set  our  own  prices. 

Until  Congress  acts  constructively,  we  will  continue  to  lose  American  dollars 
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and  American  jobs  to  foreign  energy  producers.  I  hope  that  today's  OPEC 
action  will  finally  get  the  message  through  to  the  Members  of  Congress  that 
we  cannot  afford  to  remain  vulnerable  and  without  an  energy  policy. 

note:  The  10-percent  oil  price  increase  was  announced  in  Vienna,  Austria,  where  the  Organization  was 
meeting. 
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Remarks  Upon  Making  a  Contribution  to  the  1976  Combined 
Federal  Campaign.     September  29,  1975 

FRANK,  I  appreciate  your  undertaking  this  responsibility,  with  your  other 
minor  chores,  as  far  as  the  executive  branch  is  concerned.  And  I  am  deeply 
grateful  to  Mike  and  John  Anderson.  I  guess  John  couldn't  get  here.  We  even 
have  Alan  over  here  to  handle  all  the  financial  affairs. 

But  from  my  own  point  of  view,  I  got  interested  in  what  we  call  the  United 
Fund  out  home  when  I  was  right  out  of  law  school  and  worked  on  our  pro- 
gram. Lew,  through  many  years.  I  happen  to  feel  very  strongly  that  in  each 
community  throughout  the  country,  there  has  to  be  a  total  effort  by  manage- 
ment, labor,  professions,  all  segments  of  our  society,  to  make  a  campaign  truly 
representative  of  what  needs  to  be  done  for  those  less  well-off  than  ourselves. 

When  you  look  at  the  wide  range  of  community  organizations  for  youth,  for 
the  aged,  for  those  who  are  ill,  those  that  need  recreation,  the  United  Fund  or 
the  organization,  the  combined  Federal  effort  is  essential  if  we  are  going  to 
make  it  go  here  in  Washington. 

It  is  a  different  kind  of  a  campaign  here  than  it  is  in  many  other  communities. 
And  so,  the  Federal  Government  participation — the  many,  many  people  who 
work  for  Uncle  Sam  have  a  special  responsibility.  We  don't  have  the  big  indus- 
tries in  some  communities  that  can  make  a  maximum  contribution.  We  don't 
have  some  of  the  other  sources  that  are  easily  available  in  many  communities. 
So,  what  we  do  in  the  executive  branch  and  what  is  done  in  the  Congress  will 
make  or  break  this  campaign. 

And  as  I  look  around  the  room  and  see  those  who  have  assumed  the  responsi- 
bility, I  know  we  can  make  it  go.  And  I  always  like  to  pay  my  bills  promptly. 
So,  Frank,  I  will  give  you — I  guess  it  is  sealed  and  you  hadn't  better  open  it — 
\laughter'\ — my  own  personal  contribution  to  get  it  kicked  off  in  the  right  way. 

Mr.  Zarb.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President.  I  think  we  ought  to  give  you  a  CFC 
button  to  wear. 
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The  President.  Thank  you  all.  And  I  appreciate,  Mike,  your  doing  it  on 
the  Senate  side.  I  know  it  will  be  successful  there,  and  John  Anderson  will  do 
equally  well  in  the  House.  And  with  Frank  and  everybody  else,  I  am  certain 
the  executive  branch  will  do  its  full  share. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:30  p.m.  in  the  Mike  Mansfi-ld,  Representative  John  B.  Anderson, 

Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  Frank  G.  Zarb,  Alan    Greenspan,    Chairman    of    the    Council    of 

Administrator  of  the  Federal  Energy  Administra-  Economic  Advisers,  and  Levi^is  A.  Engman,  Chair- 

tion,  w^as  Chairman  of  the  1976  Combined  Federal  man  of  the  Federal  Trade  Commission,  four  of  the 

Campaign  for  the  National  Capital  area.  eight  Cochairmen  of  the  Campaign. 
In  his  remarks,  the  President  referred  to  Senator 
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Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Emergency  Petroleum  Allocation  Act 

of  1975.     September  29,  1975 

I  AM  today  signing  H.R.  9524,  a  bill  extending  until  November  15  the  Emer- 
gency Petroleum  Allocation  Act,  which  expired  on  August  31. 

This  extension  of  controls  on  domestic  petroleum  for  47  days  carries  out  my 
part  of  an  understanding  with  the  leaders  of  the  House  and  Senate  and  will 
provide  more  time  for  the  Congress  to  act  on  a  sound  and  mutually  acceptable 
plan  for  phased  decontrol  or,  alternatively,  to  pass  the  emergency  legislation 
necessary  to  cushion  the  effect  of  immediate  decontrol  on  certain  elements  of 
our  domestic  economy. 

Last  week's  decision  by  the  OPEC  foreign  oil  cartel  to  raise  their  prices  to 
American  consumers  by  10  percent  provides  beyond  any  further  argument 
the  urgent  need  for  the  United  States  to  reduce  its  growing  dependence  on 
imported  fuel  at  prices  arbitrarily  set  by  others. 

Since  my  State  of  die  Union  Message  last  January,  I  have  been  constandy 
urging  the  Congress  to  move  rapidly  on  a  comprehensive  energy  independence 
program  for  this  country's  future  security  and  prosperity.  I  have  offered  to 
compromise  again  and  again. 

A  majority  of  the  Members  of  this  Congress  thus  far  have  refused  to  do 
anything  that  will  increase  domestic  energy  production.  Price  controls  on 
domestic  oil  production  have  been  in  effect  for  4  years.  During  that  time,  our 
domestic  oil  production  has  declined  and  our  expenditures  for  foreign  oil  have 
increased  more  than  700  percent. 

We  are  now  sending  more  than  $25  billion  a  year  out  of  the  United  States 
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to  import  foreign  oil,  enrich  foreign  producers,  and  provide  foreign  jobs.  This 
dollar  outflow  will  grow  larger  and  larger  under  the  latest  OPEC  price  hike. 

If  spent  at  home,  $25  billion  would  employ  1  million  American  workers  and 
speed  our  economic  growth.  Letting  the  OPEC  oil  cartel  dictate  America's 
economic  growth  is  absurd.  Yet  a  majority  in  the  Congress  does  nothing  to 
reverse  our  growing  oil  dependence  and  increasing  vulnerability  to  this  obvious 
threat. 

When  the  price  of  gasoline  goes  up  at  the  service  station,  I  want  the  Ameri- 
can people  to  know  exacdy  where  the  blame  lies.  Until  Congress  acts,  there  is 
nothing  this  country  can  do  about  arbitrary  OPEC  oil  price  hikes,  and  there 
may  still  be  another  fuel  price  increase  next  June. 

The  rhetoric  of  those  in  the  Congress  who  are  delaying  action  on  long-range 
energy  independence  asserts  that  they  are  trying  to  hold  fuel  prices  down  to 
protect  the  American  consumer.  This  is  nonsense. 

Obviously,  the  Congress  cannot  hold  OPEC  oil  prices  down.  They  are  going 
up.  And  we  are  already  dependent  on  foreign  oil  for  about  40  percent  of  our 
total  needs  in  the  United  States.  The  only  way  Congress  can  really  protect 
the  American  consumer  is  to  enact  a  long-range  energy  program  that  en- 
courages Americans  to  produce  our  own  energy  with  our  own  workers  from 
our  own  resources  and  at  our  own  prices. 

By  going  along  with  this  temporary  extension  of  the  expired  controls  law,  I 
am  giving  Congress  another  47  days  to  take  its  first  significant  step  in  solving 
our  energy  problem.  The  Congress  has  two  immediate  choices:  first,  to  enact 
a  mutually  acceptable  plan  for  phased  decontrol  of  domestic  price  controls  on 
crude  oil;  or,  two,  to  pass  the  cushioning  legislation  I  have  recommended. 

I  propose  to  protect  propane  gas  users,  including  farmers  and  milUons  of 
people  who  live  in  rural  areas  and  in  mobile  homes.  I  propose  to  protect  inde- 
pendent retail  service  station  and  heating  oil  dealers  from  arbitrary  curtailment 
and  cutoffs.  I  propose  to  protect  independent  refiners  from  loss  of  their  supplies 
of  crude  oil  at  reasonable  prices.  And  I  propose  to  protect  all  consumers  from 
undue  loss  of  purchasing  power  through  a  windfall  profits  tax  on  domestic  oil 
companies  with  a  consumer  refund  provision. 

If  your  Congressmen  and  Senators  cannot  take  one  or  the  other  of  these 
commonsense  courses  before  November  15,  then  a  majority  in  die  Congress 
will  have  failed  their  responsibility  to  the  American  people. 

I  am  serving  notice  as  I  sign  this  temporary  extension  that  a  majority  in  the 
Congress  have  already  temporized  far  too  long. 
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If  the  latest  OPEC  price  increase  hasn't  awakened  them  to  the  peril  our 
country  faces,  only  an  aroused  citizenry  will.  Congress  must  face  up  to  the 
hard,  tough  decisions  which  will  restore  America's  energy  independence,  rein- 
vigorate  America's  economy,  and  save  American  jobs  before  it  is  too  late.  They 
have  failed  thus  far.  I  stand  ready  to  cooperate  fully  to  make  this  long  overdue 
start  in  the  right  direction. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:18  p.m.  in  the  Oval  As  enacted,  H.R.  9524  is  Public  Law  94-99  (89 

Office  at  the  White  House.  His  remarks  were  re-       Stat.  481). 
corded  for  later  use  on  radio  and  television. 
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Statement  on  the  Privacy  Act  of  1974. 
September  29,  1975 

THE  PRIVACY  ACT  of  1974  took  eflfect  on  Saturday,  September  27,  1975,  a 
date  marking  a  milestone  in  the  protection  of  individual  privacy  for  every 
American. 

The  reason  this  act  is  important  became  apparent  to  me  w^hen  I  w^as  Vice 
President  and  Chairman  of  the  Domestic  Council  Committee  on  the  Right  of 
Privacy.  Last  January,  I  v^as  pleased  to  sign  this  bill  as  President  because  it 
represents  a  major  first  step  in  safeguarding  individual  privacy. 

The  need  for  a  privacy  act  is  manifestly  clear:  Over  the  years,  Federal  agen- 
cies have  amassed  vast  amounts  of  information  about  virtually  every  American 
citizen.  As  data-collecting  technology  increased,  it  made  administrative  sense 
to  combine  much  of  this  information  in  computerized  data  systems  v^here  it 
could  be  retrieved  instantly  at  the  push  of  a  button.  This  fact  in  itself  raised  the 
possibility  that  information  about  individuals  could  be  used  for  purposes  out- 
side the  constraints  of  law^  and  v^ithout  the  prior  knov^ledge  or  consent  of  the 
individuals  involved. 

The  worthv^hile  programs  of  human  assistance  for  w^hich  this  individual 
information  is  collected  are  vital  to  millions  of  Americans.  They  cannot  be 
ended.  But  at  the  same  time,  w^e  have  a  clear  responsibility  to  erect  reasonable 
safeguards  to  ensure  that  information  collected  is  used  solely  for  the  purposes 
intended. 

The  Privacy  Act,  though  experimental,  makes  a  long  overdue  start  to  erect 
these  safeguards.  It  requires  Federal  agencies  to: 
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— allow  individuals  to  examine  records  pertaining  to  them  and  establish 

procedures  for  correcting  those  records ; 
— take  steps  to  ensure  the  accuracy,  timeliness,  and  security  of  records  that 

concern  individuals,  and  to  limit  records-keeping  to  necessary  and  lav^ful 

purposes. 

This  act  also  provides  special  safeguards  w^henever  the  rights  of  citizens  to 
free  speech  and  expression  are  involved. 

Before  this  act,  even  the  Federal  Government  did  not  know  what  information 
it  kept  about  individuals.  The  act,  therefore,  required  Federal  agencies  to  first 
inventory  their  records-keeping  systems  and  identify  those  which  contained 
information  about  individuals,  and  to  publish  a  listing  of  these  systems  in  the 
Federal  Register.  That  task  is  now  complete. 

The  magnitude  of  Federal  records-keeping  has  been  far  greater  than  anyone 
imagined.  There  are  more  than  6,000  Federal  record  systems  containing  per- 
sonal data  about  them. 

Compliance  with  this  act  will  involve  many  people.  Every  Federal  official 
who  either  creates,  keeps,  or  uses  personal  data  has  responsibilities  under  this 
act.  I  urge  every  member  of  the  executive  branch  to  reexamine  the  record 
systems  in  their  custody  and  determine  if  all  are  necessary.  Keeping  only  an 
essential  minimum  of  these  records  is  the  most  effective  protection  we  have 
against  further  incursions  by  the  Federal  Government  into  the  private  lives  of 
Americans. 

596 

Remarks  at  Dedication  Ceremonies  for  the  J.  Edgar  Hoover 
F.B.I.  Building.     September  30,  1973 

Mr.  Attorney  General,  distinguished  Members  of  the  House  and  Senate,  my 
former  colleagues,  Al  Cederberg,  John  Slac\,  Senators  Eastland,  Pastore,  and 
Hruskfi — and  I  see  in  the  audience  some  others — //  is  wonderful  to  see  you  all 
here  on  this  occasion — along  with  the  distinguished  Director  of  the  FBI,  the 
Administrator  of  the  General  Services  Administration,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 
Obviously,  I  am  tremendously  pleased  to  join  all  of  you  in  the  dedication  of 
this  truly  magnificent  building.  It  symbolizes  the  role  of  the  FBI  as  the  bastion 
of  Federal  law  enforcement  under  the  Department  of  Justice.  It  honors  the 
memory  of  a  pioneering  public  servant  who  served  as  Bureau  Director  for 
nearly  48  years. 
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J.  Edgar  Hoover  served  under  eight  Presidents — Calvin  Coolidge,  Herbert 
Hoover,  Franklin  Roosevelt,  Harry  Truman,  Dwight  Eisenhow^er,  John  F.  Ken- 
nedy, Lydon  B.  Johnson,  and  Richard  Nixon.  All  had  high  praise  for  this  man 
and  his  professional  achievements — upraise  w^hich  I  am  pleased  to  join  in  here 
on  this  auspicious  occasion. 

In  presenting  the  Medal  of  Merit  to  the  FBI  Director  for  his  v^artime  services, 
President  Truman  commended  him  for  his  able  leadership,  w^hich  made  the 
Bureau,  in  Mr.  Truman's  w^ords,  "a  pow^erful  instrument  of  hw  enforcement 
in  both  war  and  peace." 

President  Eisenhow^er  awarded  Mr.  Hoover  the  National  Security  Medal, 
which  carried  a  citation  praising  the  Director  in  these  terms:  "He  has  estab- 
lished the  highest  ideals  of  Federal  law  enforcement  and  directed  them  to 
realization." 

J.  Edgar  Hoover  earned  such  praise  and  such  admiration  from  eight  Presi- 
dents because,  under  his  direction,  the  FBI  became  the  superior  professional 
organization  it  is  today — and  will  continue  to  be  under  the  able  leadership  of 
Clarence  Kelley — with  the  very  best  scientific  crime  detection  facilities  to  serve 
the  Federal  Government  and  the  American  people. 

But  it  is  more  than  leadership  and  technology  that  makes  the  FBI  so  success- 
ful. It  is  the  spirit  of  the  men  and  women  who  work  for  this  unique  American 
institution — the  special  agents,  legendary  symbols  of  American  justice  for 
decades — the  thousands  upon  thousands  of  professionals  who  back  them  up 
and,  I  add  hurriedly,  their  understanding  families.  Although  history  records 
the  names  of  very  few,  it  is  the  excellence  of  the  many  who  make  up  the  success 
story  of  the  FBI. 

In  my  25  years  in  the  Congress  and  subsequently  as  Vice  President  and  as 
President,  I  have  had  the  personal  opportunity  to  work  intimately  with  many 
of  you  here  today,  and  as  a  result,  I  developed  a  great  admiration  for  your  pro- 
fessional competence  and  your  tireless  dedication.  These  are  the  characteristics 
of  the  entire  FBI  team. 

The  Bureau  is  a  success  story  because  of  the  strength  and  spirit  which  you 
bring  it.  Your  dedication,  your  discipline,  your  courage  are  all  ingredients  all 
Americans  admire  and  respect.  Your  fellow  citizens  are  proud  of  the  FBI,  and 
we  who  are  honored  to  serve  with  you  in  Government  appreciate  your  efforts. 

In  dedicating  this  new  FBI  headquarters,  I  call  for  a  renewed  commitment 
to  the  rule  of  law  in  America  and  to  the  legal  system  that  perpetuates  freedom 
and  justice.  For  without  law,  we  have  neither  freedom  nor  justice. 
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With  Mrs.  Ford  on  the  South  Grounds  of  the  White  House. 


Above:  Following  his  arrival  in  Warsaw; Poland,  on  July  28, 1975. 


Above:  Luncheon  meeting  with  British,  French,  and  West  German  leaders  at  the  British 
Embassy  in  Helsinki,  Finland,  on  July  31, 1975. 


Above:  Question-and-answer  session  with  reporters  on  board  Air  Force  One  en  route 
to  Romania,  August  2, 1975. 


Above:  Departing  from  Bucharest,  Romania,  August  3, 1975. 


Above:  Briefing  in  the  Cabinet 
Room  for  the  bipartisan  Con- 
gressional leadership  on  the 
Egypt-Israel  agreement,  Septem- 
ber 4,  1975. 


Right:  Oval  Office  news  confer- 
ence, September  16, 1975. 


Above:  In  the  Oval  Oflice  with  Liberty. 


Below:  Touring  the  livestock  exhibits  at  the  Oklahoma 
State  Fair  in  Oklahoma  City,  September  19,  1975. 


Above:  Following  arrival  ceremonies  at  the  White  House  for  the  Emperor  and  Empress  of 
Japan,  October  2, 1975. 


Above:  With  West  German  and  French  leaders  at  the  Economic  Summit  Meeting  at 
Rambouillet,  France,  on  November  16,  1975. 


Above:   Conversing  with   British   Prime   Minister   Harold 
Wilson  at  the  Economic  Summit  Meeting,  November  17, 1975. 
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Above:  At  the  banquet  honoring  Chinese  Vice  Premier  Teng  Hsiao-ping  in  Peking, 
December  4,  1975. 


Above:  Meeting  with  economic  advisers  in  the  President's  private  office  at  the  White  House, 
December  31, 1975. 
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Just  before  he  died,  J.  Edgar  Hoover  had  these  prophetic  words  to  say  about 
the  rule  of  law  in  America,  and  I  quote:  "The  tests  of  time  and  challenge  in  our 
Nation's  history  have  more  than  proven  the  majesty  of  the  law." 

Mr.  Hoover  was  so  right.  The  continued  dedication  of  the  men  and  women 
of  the  FBI  to  the  preservation  of  the  rule  of  law  and  the  protection  of  citizens' 
rights  will  be  a  monument  even  more  enduring  than  this  imposing  building. 

In  a  very  real  sense,  we  are  gathered  here  to  dedicate  not  merely  a  structure 
of  concrete  and  steel  but  to  rededicate  ourselves  to  the  principles  of  equal  justice 
and  liberty  under  law,  which  must  motivate  all  the  actions  of  the  Federal 
Government. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1 1 :18  a.m.  in  the  courtyard  of  the  building. 
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Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  Urging  Approval  of  United 
States  Participation  in  the  Early  Warning  System  in  the 
Sinai  Peninsula.     September  30,  1973 

[Dated  September  29, 1975.    Released  September  30, 1975] 

I  AM  writing  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  a  Congressional  decision  in  the 
coming  week  on  U.S.  participation  in  the  Early  Warning  System  which  is  an 
integral  part  of  the  Agreement  signed  between  the  Governments  of  Egypt  and 
Israel  on  September  4  in  Geneva. 

Over  the  past  two  years,  our  Government  has  played  an  essential  role  in 
helping  defuse  the  tensions  in  the  Middle  East.  We  have  chosen  this  course 
because  we  recognized,  as  has  every  American  Administration  over  the  past  30 
years,  that  the  issues  involved  in  that  troubled  area  are  central  to  the  American 
national  interest. 

The  September  4  agreement,  like  the  two  preceding  disengagement  agree- 
ments, was  negotiated  with  the  assistance  of  the  United  States.  The  parties 
themselves  have  described  it  as  a  significant  step  towards  peace  in  the  Middle 
East.  It  will  reduce  the  risks  of  war,  create  new  opportunities  for  negotiating 
peace,  and  help  provide  a  stable  environment  in  which  global  economic  dis- 
locations can  be  avoided.  This  Agreement  is  in  the  overall  national  interest  of 
the  United  States. 

There  would  have  been  no  Agreement  without  provision  for  American  par- 
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ticipation  in  the  Early  Warning  System.  That  System  is  designed  to  reduce  the 
danger  of  surprise  attack,  and  the  parties  to  the  Agreement  were  able  to  agree 
to  entrust  the  System  only  to  the  United  States.  The  special  American  role  was 
the  only  one  in  which  both  sides  had  adequate  confidence. 

I  want  to  be  certain  that  the  leaders  of  the  Congress  fully  understand  the 
consequences  of  further  delay  in  acting  on  this  important  matter. 

The  first  step  in  the  implementation  of  the  basic  Agreement  under  the  time- 
table negotiated  and  agreed  to  by  Egypt  and  Israel  in  Geneva  on  September  22 
is  scheduled  to  be  taken  October  5.  This  process  will  not  begin,  however,  until 
the  Congress  has  acted  on  the  proposed  United  States  role  in  the  Early  Warning 
System.  Delay  in  Congressional  action  will,  therefore,  delay  implementation 
of  the  basic  Agreement.  It  will  risk  causing  the  lengthy  and  difficult  negotia- 
tions on  the  entire  five-month  implementing  timetable  to  be  reopened.  It  will 
prevent  a  lessening  of  the  risks  of  war.  If  for  any  reason  the  agreement  should 
fail,  the  responsibility  would  be  heavy  indeed. 

The  issue  before  the  Congress  now  is  whether  the  Congress  will  approve 
acceptance  by  the  United  States  of  the  role  that  has  been  proposed  for  it.  There 
are  other  issues  which  the  Congress  must  eventually  consider  in  connection 
with  our  continuing  relations,  policies,  and  programs  in  the  Middle  East — 
particularly  our  programs  of  military  and  economic  assistance  there.  The  Con- 
gress will  want  to  consider  those  carefully  at  the  appropriate  time,  but  they 
are  not  integral  to  the  implementation  of  the  Agreement  between  Egypt  and 
Israel.  Voting  in  favor  of  the  U.S.  role  in  the  Early  Warning  System  will  not 
commit  anyone  to  take  a  position  one  way  or  another  on  these  issues. 

In  summary,  I  met  with  the  leadership  three  weeks  ago  to  describe  what  was 
involved  in  the  new  Agreement  between  Egypt  and  Israel  and  to  request  urgent 
approval  of  U.S.  participation  in  its  implementation.  This  question  has  been 
under  intensive  discussion  in  the  Congress  for  nearly  three  weeks.  All  relevant 
papers  and  all  U.S.  commitments  related  to  the  Agreement  have  been  submitted 
to  the  appropriate  committees  of  the  Congress.  If  action  is  not  completed  in 
the  coming  week,  the  United  States  will  be  in  the  position  of  holding  up  imple- 
mentation of  an  Agreement  which  two  key  Middle  Eastern  countries  have 
signed  as  a  significant  step  towards  peace.  The  Middle  East  is  an  area  where 
American  policy  has  long  had  broad  bipartisan  support.  The  issue  presently 
before  the  Congress  offers  an  opportunity  to  reaffirm  that  tradition  and  to 
demonstrate  how  the  Executive  and  Legislative  branches  can  work  together  on 
a  foreign  policy  matter  of  high  importance  to  the  national  interest  and  for  the 
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benefit  of  world  peace.  I,  therefore,  urge  strongly  that  action  be  completed  as 
early  as  possible  and  no  later  than  Friday,  October  3. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  sent  to  and  the  chairmen  and  ranking  Republican  mem- 
Speaker  of  the  House  Carl  Albert,  House  Minority  bers  of  the  House  International  Relations  Commit- 
Leader    John   J.    Rhodes,    Senate    Majority    Leader  tee  and  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee. 
Mike  Mansfield,  Senate  Minority  Leader  Hugh  Scott, 


598 

Remarks  in  Chicago  at  a  Republican  Party  Fundraising  Dinner. 
September  30,  1975 

My  former  colleagues  in  the  Congress — Chuc\  Percy,  Bob  Michel,  John  Ander- 
son, Robert  McClory,  George  O'Brien — Bill  Scott,  your  fine  State  official,  Don 
Adams,  Jerry  Millban\,  from  the  National  Finance  Committee;  Harold  Smith, 
my  good  friends,  Les  Arends  and  Marguerite  Church,  and  of  course,  my  good 
friend  and  great  helpmate,  Dic\  Ogilvie,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 

This  has  turned  out  to  be  a  rather  unusual  evening  for  me  tonight.  One  of 
your  newspapers  suggested  very  strongly  that  I  not  come  to  Chicago,  and  Mayor 
Daley  suggested  very  strongly  that  I  do  come  to  Chicago.  I  hope  you  good 
Republicans  don't  mind  if  on  this  occasion  I  come  down  on  the  side  of  Mayor 
Daley.  [Laughter'] 

In  the  short  time  that  I  have  been  here  this  evening,  I  can  assure  you  from  the 
very  bottom  of  my  heart  that  I  am  especially  pleased  to  be  in  Illinois  when  the 
outlook  for  the  Republican  Party  in  Illinois  is  so  very  bright. 

I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  meeting  and  talking  with  many,  many  of  those 
who  are  becoming  or  hope  to  become  a  part  of  your  State  ticket,  and  obviously 
it  is  going  to  be  a  very  strong  State  ticket  in  1976.  You  have  excellent  candidates 
for  local  and  State  offices,  and  I  certainly  get  the  impression  that  we  will  have 
some  good,  strong,  new  candidates  for  the  Congress. 

But  what  pleases  me  the  most  is  the  fact  that  I  find  a  tremendous  enthusiasm 
among  your  State  leaders.  And  so  I  come  to  this  great  State  with  a  new  sense 
that  in  the  heartland  of  the  Middle  West— literally  the  heartland  of  our  coun- 
try— in  Illinois  we  have  good  reason  to  be  enthusiastic,  and  I  urge  you  to  multi- 
ply your  efforts  between  now  and  November  2, 1976. 
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Let  us  remember  just  this:  As  Republicans  we  have  one  powerful  resource 
which  our  Democratic  friends  lack.  The  majority  of  Americans — Republicans, 
Independents,  and  discerning  Democrats — believe  in  the  same  basic  principles 
that  we  do,  and  therefore,  I  think  we  can  go  on  a  tremendous  sales  campaign 
between  now  and  13  months  from  now. 

And  the  net  result  will  be  success  for  these  kinds  of  principles.  These  individ- 
uals who  cut  across  the  poHtical  spectrum  want  fiscal  sanity  restored  to  our 
National  Government.  They  want  the  free  enterprise  system  freed  from  the 
shackles  of  overregulation.  We  all  know  it  is  overregulated. 

This  tremendous  part  of  the  political  spectrum  want  a  strong  national  de- 
fense which  they  know  is  the  best  assurance  of  peace  in  the  months  and  years 
ahead.  And  then  they  want  local  people  to  handle  local  problems,  because 
those  people  know  the  solutions  as  well  as  the  problems  the  best. 

But  almost  more  important  than  anything — fiscal  sanity,  strong  national  de- 
fense, the  free  enterprise  system,  local  control — literally  millions  and  millions 
of  Americans  want  to  preserve  and  want  to  expand  the  dignity  and  the  freedom 
of  the  individual  that  is  basic  to  the  progress  and  the  liberty  that  we  so  cherish 
in  America. 

You  know,  the  French  have  a  saying  that  the  more  things  change  the  more 
they  are  the  same.  The  platform  adopted  by  the  Republican  National  Conven- 
tion in  1860,  held  right  here  in  Chicago,  attacked  in  these  words,  and  I  quote: 
"the  reckless  extravagance  which  pervades  every  department  of  the  Federal 
Government." 

It  commended  at  this  great  convention  the  private  enterprise  system,  ad- 
vocated local  control  over  local  affairs,  and  stressed  individual  freedom  as  basic 
to  the  preservation  of  our  republican  institutions. 

And  I  stand  here  tonight  proud  to  advocate  these  principles  on  which 
Abraham  Lincoln  campaigned  in  1860.  And  I  invite  everybody  in  1975  and 
1976  who  believes  in  them  to  join  us  in  the  Republican  Party  and  to  fight  for 
them  in  the  months  ahead. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  important  off-year  political  eras  in  the  history  of  the 
Republican  Party.  This  is  the  year  we  must  organize  to  elect  Republicans  at 
every  level — Federal,  State,  and  local — next  year.  And  I,  having  gone  through 
13  political  campaigns  in  my  State,  know  that  party  organizations  will  play  a 
very  vital  role  in  Illinois,  in  Michigan,  and  48  other  States. 

Through  such  projects  as  Task  Force  1975-1976,  which  was  headed  by  Bill 
Duvall,  inspired  by  Chuck  Percy,  you  are  laying  the  foundation  for  the  victories 
of  1976,  victories  which  will  mean  so  much  to  so  many  after  that  historic  elec- 
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tion.  Successful  registration  drives  this  fall  in  every  section  of  this  State  and 
across  the  country  are  absolutely  essential. 

I  know^  it  is  hard  vv^ork.  I  knov^  it  is  drudgery.  I  know^  it  seems  not  very 
exciting.  But  v^e  must  find  party  w^orkers  from  new  elements  in  our  society. 
We  must  identify  our  strengths,  our  vv^eaknesses,  and  be  frank  w^here  v^e  must 
improve.  We  must  fine  tune  our  party's  organizations  for  the  campaign  ahead. 
We  must  demonstrate  that  our  party  is  determined  to  select  and  elect  the  best 
possible  candidates  at  the  local,  the  State,  and  the  national  level. 

And  wt  must  be  cognizant  that  no  candidate  v^ho  can  be  a  part  of  the  im- 
plementation of  the  philosophy  in  w^hich  wc  believe  can  be  successful  over  the 
years  and  even  in  this  next  election  if  v^e  don't  have  a  responsible,  effective  party 
organization. 

Not  niany  people  realize  that  in  1976  v^e  are  going  to  be  operating  under  a  nev^ 
Federal  campaign  lav^  v^hich  just  by  the  language  and  its  interpretation  v^e  v^ill 
require  a  stronger  working  relationship  between  party  organization  and  candi- 
dates. The  ability  of  RepubUcans  to  win  elections  at  every  level  will  depend  on 
the  success  of  our  registration  drive  and  our  determination  to  literally  go  from 
door  to  door  asking  people  who  may  not  have  voted  before,  who  may  have 
voted  differently,  who  may  be  disgrunded,  who  may  be  unhappy,  to  join  us  in 
what  I  honestly  think  could  be  a  great  crusade  for  the  next  13  months. 

We  have  to  find  a  party  organization— and  you  obviously  have  it  in  Illinois— 
and  we  must  depend  upon  good  financing.  And  this  dinner  tonight  is  the 
best  example  of  that  kind  of  participation.  Whether  it  is  in  the  organization  or 
in  the  funding,  our  results  will  depend  upon  what  you  can  do  and  have  done  and 
will  do. 

Since  taking  office  as  President  some  13  months  ago,  I  have  gone  to  38  States 
to  let  people  know  what  this  Administration  is  trying  to  do  in  Washington  and, 
more  importantly,  to  learn  what  our  fellow  Americans  want  us  to  do.  This 
includes  the  broadest  possible  spectrum.  Before  the  end  of  the  year,  I  hope  and 
expect  to  visit  the  remainder  of  our  States. 

Now,  obviously  I  can't  discuss  in  the  time  allotted  all  of  the  issues  and  all  of 
the  problems  that  I  hear  from  people  as  I  travel.  I  can't  try  to  analyze  and  give 
you  what  we  think  are  the  right  answers  to  the  problems,  both  at  home  and 
abroad. 

So,  if  I  might,  let  me  concentrate  on  several  that  are  very  pertinent,  are  very 
important  to  us  right  now.  It  has  some  significance  here  in  the  great  State  of 
Illinois. 
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I  speak  at  this  point  concerning  agriculture,  farm  prices.  We  recognize  that 
agriculture  is  a  great  industry.  It  participates  very  significantly  in  making  our 
economy  strong  or  weak.  Of  course,  we  feel  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  in  this 
country  to  the  6  percent  of  our  people  who  produce  so  much  food  and  so  much 
fiber  for  all  of  us  and  literally  millions  around  the  world. 

Last  year,  just  about  this  time,  the  American  farmers  responded  to  my  call 
for  full  production,  literally  from  one  fence  to  another,  and  every  plot  of 
ground  that  they  could  find — full  production. 

This  year,  they  have  harvested  a  record  wheat  crop,  and  they  expect  a  record 
corn  crop  by  the  end  of  the  harvest  year. 

Obviously,  American  farmers  want — and  they  have  every  good  reason  to 
expect — to  sell  all  they  produce,  either  at  home  or  abroad.  And  I  intend  to  see  to 
it  that  they  do — in  a  free  market  and  at  fair  prices. 

Profitable  and  steady  grain  trading  relations  have  been  built  with  buyers  in 
Europe,  Japan,  and  elsewhere,  and  we  can  count  in  advance  on  regular  and 
significant  purchases  by  those  foreign  customers. 

But  there  is  a  new  element.  With  the  Soviet  Union  a  relatively  new  customer, 
we  do  not  yet — and  I  underline  "yet" — have  that  assurance.  Soviet  grain  pur- 
chases have  fluctuated  greatly  in  the  last  5  years.  And  let  me  illustrate  the  peaks 
and  valleys  that  we  have  had  in  this  relationship. 

In  1971-72,  the  Russians  bought  182  million  bushels  of  grain  from  the  United 
States.  In  1972  and  73,  the  figure  soared  to  524  million  bushels.  In  1973-74,  it 
dropped  to  252  million  bushels,  and  then  fell  sharply,  precipitously  to  74  million 
bushels  in  1974  and  75.  During  this  crop  year,  the  Russians  have  already  bought 
399  million  bushels  and  are  anxious  to  buy  much  more. 

Now,  these  wide  fluctuations  disrupt  our  markets  and  make  it  much  more 
difficult  for  our  farmers  to  plan  properly.  Furthermore,  these  peaks  and  valleys, 
these  wide  fluctuations,  have  an  undesirable  impact  on  our  overall  economy. 

Now,  to  achieve  a  better  result  for  the  farmer,  the  consumer,  yes,  our  economy 
as  a  whole,  I  am  giving,  personally,  priority  attention  to  an  agreement  with  the 
Soviet  Union  that  will  put  agricultural  trade  on  a  far  more  certain  and  a  far 
more  predictable  basis — an  agreement  along  the  lines  of  the  one  which  we  are 
now  concluding  with  Poland  to  assure  grain  sales  over  the  next  5  years  at  levels 
considerably  higher  than  in  the  past  and  with  far  less  deviations  and  fluctuations. 

I  am  confident  that  in  a  relatively  short  period  of  time  we  will  reach  an 
agreement  with  the  Soviet  Union  to  facilitate  the  sale  of  this  year's  bumper 
crop  with  firm  assurances  of  similar  sales  of  considerable  magnitude  in  future 
years. 
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This,  in  my  judgment,  will  meet  all  of  our  needs  at  home  and  keep  food 
prices  at  a  fair  and  reasonable  level,  but  more  importantly,  it  will  give  to  us  as  a 
nation  the  opportunity  to  use  our  great  resource — agriculture — for  human- 
itarian purposes,  for  other  national  interests. 

It  is  something  that  can  be  used  effectively  and  beneficially  for  all  of  us,  and 
for  that  we  should  thank  every  farmer  who  has  produced  and  produced  and 
produced. 

Let  me  speak  for  a  moment,  if  I  might,  about  the  status  of  our  economy. 
Tonight,  I  can  tell  you  this  with  firm  conviction,  without  any  hesitancy  or 
reservation:  The  recession  that  we  have  gone  through — and  it  has  been  tough — 
unemployment  much  too  high,  inflation  much  too  great — this  trend  that 
started  in  the  late  fall  of  1974  and  was  accentuated  by  serious  problems  in  the 
early  spring  of  1975,  this  trend  has  been  reversed.  Virtually  every  indicator  that 
is  valid  and  reliable,  significant,  gives  us  the  encouraging  news.  We  are  getting 
some  good  news  also  from  the  supermarkets  and  even  our  retail  stores  through- 
out the  country. 

Let  me  take  you  back,  if  I  might,  just  a  moment,  to  a  year  ago,  September 
1974.  The  cost  of  living  at  that  time  was  rising  at  an  annual  rate — almost 
unbelievable — of  15  percent.  For  all  of  last  year,  1974,  the  rate  rose  by  more 
than  12  percent.  Yet  the  figures  just  in  for  August,  just  a  week  or  so  ago,  show 
the  cost  of  living  rose  only  two-tenths  of  1  percent  by  any  standard  and,  par- 
ticularly compared  to  1974,  that  is  encouraging  news. 

But  let  me  assure  you,  this  bit  of  information  doesn't  mean  that  the  battle 
against  inflation  has  been  won — far,  far  from  it.  We  must  continue  to  apply 
restraint,  particularly  on  inflationary  spending  by  the  Democratic  controlled 
Congress.  With  the  Republicans  in  the  Congress  outnumbered  better  than  2 
to  1,  my  Presidential  veto  is  often  the  only  weapon  available  to  defend  fiscal 
responsibility  against  the  assaults  of  the  big  spenders.  And  if  I  might  interject 
a  personal  note  of  appreciation,  I  had  the  privilege  of  serving  in  the  Congress 
with  the  Members  of  the  House  and  Senate  who  are  here.  It  was  a  great 
experience.  I  loved  every  minute  of  it,  primarily  because  I  enjoyed  the  associa- 
tion with  the  people  who  are  here  representing  you  from  Illinois. 

You  in  this  great  State  have  one  of  the  most  outstanding  delegations  of  any 
State  in  the  Union.  They  were  strong  in  their  support  for  me  when  I  was 
privileged  to  be  the  minority  leader,  and  believe  me,  they  have  been  staunch 
and  steadfast  and  discerning  and  articulate  since  I  have  been  President. 

And  I  can't  thank  them  enough  on  your  behalf,  on  behalf  of  our  fellow 
Americans.  But  I  want  to  express  to  them  my  deep  gratitude  for  their  great 
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cooperation  and  the  wonderful  job  they  are  doing.  I  thank  you  all  very,  very 
much. 

I  vi^ould  be  remiss  if  I  didn't  express  the  same  feelings,  even  though  they  are 
not  there,  for  Marguerite  Church  and  Les  Arends.  I  indicated  just  a  moment  ago 
that  these  v^ere  the  kinds  of  people  who  were  the  bulwark  against  the  inflationary 
policies  of  big  spending  in  the  House  as  well  as  in  the  Senate,  controlled,  as  I 
indicated,  by  better  than  2  to  1  by  the  opposition.  Under  these  circumstances,  the 
veto  must  be  used,  will  be  used,  and  ought  to  be  used  to  maintain  America's 
Federal  fiscal  integrity. 

Let  me  emphasize  this,  if  I  might.  The  exercise  of  a  Presidential  veto  is  a 
positive  action,  as  the  framers  of  our  Constitution  intended  it  to  be.  For  one 
thing,  the  legislation  I  vetoed  so  far  will  save  the  taxpayers  between  now  and  the 
end  of  calendar  1976  more  than  $6  billion.  I  happen  to  think  that  is  a  fairly 
positive  result. 

Furthermore,  when  these  vetoes  were  sustained — and  most  of  them  were — 
the  Democratic  majority  was  forced  to  come  back  with  reasonable  legislation 
which  Republicans  in  good  conscience  could  support  in  the  House  as  well  as  in 
the  Senate. 

And  that  is  positive  action,  because  you  start  with  a  bill  that  calls  for  too 
much  spending  and  it  is  vetoed  and  the  veto  is  sustained,  and  then,  after  the 
Congress  has  had  a  litde  time  to  reconsider,  it  decides  that  a  more  reasonable 
figure  makes  far  more  sense. 

For  whether  it  is  in  some  other  legislative  area,  our  forefathers,  when  they 
drafted  the  Constitution,  decided  that  a  President  ought  to  have  the  power  under 
the  Constitution  to  make  the  Congress  take  a  little  more  time  to  think.  And  the 
net  result  this  year  has  been  constructive  and  positive. 

Now,  let  me  say  this :  The  utilization  of  the  veto  is  not  a  long-term  answer.  The 
long-term  answer  is  for  Republicans  in  Illinois  and  in  every  State  to  elect  more 
Republicans  to  the  House  as  well  as  to  the  Senate.  I  would  rather  be  in  the 
position  of  advocating  affirmative  legislation  to  help  us  deregulate  business  and 
individuals,  to  get  the  Federal  Government  off  your  back.  And  the  only  way  you 
are  going  to  get  that  is  a  Republican  Congress. 

I  don't  have  to  repeat  the  admonition  and  the  urging  that  I  gave  you  earlier, 
that  we  need  more  locally  elected,  sound,  responsible  Republican  officials,  or 
statewide,  or  federally.  You  can  do  it  by  hard  work,  by  organization,  by  con- 
centrating our  resources  in  defeating  those  Democrats  whose  philosophical  views 
are  totally  contrary. 
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I  think  we  should  emphasize  our  differences  with  the  opposition  rather  than 
discrediting  other  RepubUcans.  Let's  start  winning  elections  rather  than  winning 
arguments. 

You  know,  I  have  read  a  lot  of  columns  and  articles  lately  about  the  future  of 
the  Republican  Party,  and  many  of  them,  you  might  say,  gleefully  pessimistic. 
They  cite  the  dwindling  percentages  of  voters  registered  by  both  major  parties 
and  the  increasing  number  of  Americans  who  prefer  to  call  themselves  Inde- 
pendents. They  conclude  that  the  two-party  system  is  just  about  dead.  And  I 
don't  beUeve  that.  I  think  it  has  worked  so  well  in  America.  We  darn  well  better 
preserve  it  for  the  good  of  the  country. 

For  my  part,  I  believe  our  Republican  Party  will  bounce  back  dramatically  in 
76  as  we  did  in  1966.  And  some  of  the  Members  here,  or  former  Members, 
know  how  tough  it  was  January  of  '65,  how,  by  hard  work,  organization,  good 
financing,  we  came  back  and  made  tremendous  gains  in  the  House  as  well  as 
the  Senate  2  years  later.  I  say  this  not  because  we  possess  any  monopoly  of 
political  wisdom  and  virtue,  but  because  we  are  moving  to  meet  the  deeply 
held  desires  of  the  American  people. 

For  fiscal  responsibility  in  government,  for  firm  but  restrained  leadership  in 
foreign  policy,  for  domestic  tranquillity  at  home,  for  freedom  in  personal 
decisionmaking,  for  practical  commonsense  solutions  to  long-range  problems 
facing  us  across  the  spectrum,  the  American  people  are  not  only  good  people, 
the  American  people  are  very  smart  people. 

Neither  the  Republican  Party  nor  any  other  party  can  repeatedly  sell  them 
a  bad  bill  of  goods.  They  won't  buy  it.  They  may  be  fooled  once,  but  they  will 
learn.  If  they  get  the  simple  truth  and  the  plain  facts,  they  will  make  the  right 
decisions. 

I  think  we  can  say  that  regardless  of  where  we  go  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  or 
in  the  suburbs,  or  in  downstate  Illinois,  or  in  my  State  of  Michigan,  in  Detroit 
or  the  Upper  Peninsula,  or  elsewhere,  the  American  people  won't  buy  political 
doubletalk  forever. 

Now,  I  have  been  traveling  around  this  great  country  trying  to  talk  straight 
to  the  American  people.  I  have  also  done  a  great  deal  of  listening.  If  I  were  an 
orator,  perhaps  I  could  say  more  eloquently  what  I  foresee  for  America.  If  I  were 
a  poet,  perhaps  I  could  sum  up  more  movingly  what  I  hear.  Being  what  I  am, 
I  can  only  say  that  two-way  communication  with  my  friends  and  fellow  Amer- 
icans is,  for  me,  an  essential  part  of  doing  my  job  properly. 

I  intend  to  keep  my  communications  open,  not  in  any  foolhardy  spirit,  but 
by  every  prudent  and  practical  means.  I  have  complete  faith  in  the  good  will 
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and  good  sense  of  America  and  in  the  ability  of  our  competitive  political  system 
to  produce  responsive  and  responsible  leadership  for  our  country's  future. 

That  future  w^ill  be  far  brighter  than  our  past  if  wc  all  pitch  in  and  if  w^e  all 
w^ork  at  it.  I  knov^  that  Illinois,  v^ith  your  leadership,  v^ill  set  the  pace. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   8:20   p.m.   at  the  chairman,    Leslie    C.    Arends    and    Marguerite    S. 

Conrad  Hilton  Hotel.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  Church,  former  Representatives   from  Illinois,   and 

referred  to  William  J.  Scott,  State  attorney  general,  Richard   B.  Ogilvie,  Governor  of  Illinois    1969-73 

Don  W.  Adams,  Illinois  State  Republican  chairman,  and  chairman  of  the  Illinois  President  Ford  Com- 

Harold  B.  Smith,  Jr.,  Illinois  State  Republican  finance  mittee. 
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Remarks  on  Arrival  at  Off utt  Air  Force  Base,  Nebraska. 
October  1,  1975 

General  Dougherty  and  all  of  the  wonderful  military  and  civilian  personnel 
here  at  Offutt: 

First,  let  me  thank  you  all  for  coming  out  and  giving  me  such  a  w^arm  and 
v^onderful  welcome.  For  that,  I  thank  you  very,  very  much.  It  has  been  my  good 
fortune  to  come  to  Offutt  on  a  number  of  occasions  in  the  past,  and  I  am 
delighted,  of  course,  to  be  here  on  this  occasion  today. 

But  the  more  important  thing,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  is  that  I  and  214 
million  other  Americans  appreciate  and  recognize  the  important  function,  the 
great  responsibility  that  all  of  you  have  as  a  part  of  our  Strategic  Air  Command. 
We  are  deeply  grateful  for  the  alert  professionalism  that  SAC  performs,  and  of 
course,  your  headquarters  here  is  the  heart  of  this  great  organization. 

I  commend  you  and  compliment  you  for  this  superb  v^ork  that  you  do  to 
ensure  the  peace  and  maintain  our  national  security. 

Of  course,  it  is  good  to  be  in  Nebraska.  This  is  w^here  I  w^as  born.  So,  I  have 
a  special  affinity  and  a  very  personal  relationship  w^ith  Nebraska.  Nebraska  is 
the  heartland  of  our  country,  just  as  SAC  is  the  heart  of  our  strategic  defense. 

So,  it  is  nice  to  be  v^ith  all  of  you.  I  wish  I  could  shake  hands  with  each  and 
every  one  of  you  and  give  to  you  individually  my  best  wishes  for  a  good  day 
and  a  very  happy  life. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:32  p.m.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Gen.  Russell  Dougherty, 
Commander  in  Chief,  Strategic  Air  Command. 
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Interview  With  Reporters  in  Omaha. 
October  1,  1975 

FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  SALES 

Reporter.  [1.]  Mr.  President,  I  have  been  talking  with  some  grain  farmers 
who  are  very  upset  because  your  Administration  has  urged  full  production,  your 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  talks  about  a  free  market,  and  yet,  when  push  comes 
to  shove,  they  feel  that  their  sales  are  being  blocked  by  the  grain  embargo. 

The  President.  We  have  to  look  at  that  problem  in  the  long  range  and  still 
be  very  cognizant  of  the  short-term  difficulties.  What  we  want  are  stable,  sub- 
stantial markets  abroad.  We  have  one  with  Japan.  We  are  in  the  process  of 
negotiating  one  with  Poland.  We  have  others  that  are  in  being  with  European 
countries. 

But  the  big  potential  market  on  a  long-range  basis  for  substantial  annual  sales 
is  with  the  Soviet  Union,  and  we  are  very  close.  I  believe  that  we  will  end  up 
with  at  least  a  5-year  program  that  will  mean  firm,  sizable  sales — 5  million  tons 
or  more  per  year — with  a  possibility  of  more  sales,  and  all  at  free  market  prices 
in  the  marketplace  in  the  United  States. 

Now,  the  problem  in  the  past  has  been  in  the  last  5  years.  One  year  we  sold 
to  the  Soviet  Union  74  million  bushels  of  grain.  Another  year  we  sold  550  mil- 
lion bushels.  This  year,  so  far,  we  have  sold  320  million  bushels. 

Well,  these  wide  fluctuations,  peaks  and  valleys,  they  aren't  good  for  the 
farmer;  they  aren't  good  for  the  country.  So,  we  are  trying  to  stabilize  a  huge 
market  on  a  firm  basis  over  a  period  of  time.  And  if  my  good  farmer  friends 
will  just  be  a  little  patient,  I  think  we  will  do  something  they  will  be  very 
happy  with. 

TAX  REDUCTION 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  John  Dunlop  says  that  he  now  favors  extending  the 
tax  cut.  What  will  you  recommend,  and  are  you  prepared  to  at  this  time  ? 

The  President.  We  are  in  the  process  right  now  of  finalizing  my  recommen- 
dation in  that  area.  I  cannot  on  this  program  tell  you  what  the  decision  is,  but 
we  are  trying  to  coordinate  a  potential  tax  reduction  program  with  a  rigid 
restriction  on  expenditures. 

I  think  this  combination,  if  we  can  come  up  with  the  right  formula,  will 
give  our  taxpayers  a  greater  opportunity  to  spend  their  own  money  and  will 
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cut  down  Federal  expenditures  so  that  we  will  have  a  better  fiscal  situation  for 
the  Federal  Government. 

Now,  that  is  one  possibility,  and  hopefully  within  the  next  week  or  so  I  will 
be  in  a  position  to  submit  a  specific  recommendation  to  the  Congress. 

Q.  Now,  to  follow  up,  how  does  Alan  Greenspan  feel  about  that  at  this  time  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  I  ought  to  reveal  his  recommendation  to  me. 
Until  we  finalize  this  whole  package  and  the  timing  of  it,  I  don't  think  I  should 
indicate  how  any  one  of  my  advisers  do  feel. 

John  Dunlop,  of  course,  as  Secretary  of  Labor,  was  in  a  position  to  publicly 
state  his  view  because  he  is  Chairman  of  our  labor-management  advisory  com- 
mittee, and  that  Committee,  under  his  leadership,  did  recommend  that  these  tax 
reductions  that  were  put  into  law  earher  this  year  should  be  extended.  So,  that 
is  why  he  was  in  a  position  to  indicate  his  personal  view. 

SECRETARY  OF  AGRICULTURE  BUTZ 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  on  the  grain  deal,  you  indicate  that  if  the  farmers 
will  be  patient,  that  they  will  be  happy.  They  have,  to  a  great  degree,  been 
patient  with  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Butz,  and  they  have  been  calling  for  him 
being  taken  out  as  Secretary  and  many  times  saying  he  might  be,  and  there  has 
even  been  talk  of  former  Nebraskan  Clayton  Yeutter  being  put  into  that  office. 
Can  you  give  us  any  indication  of  whether  there  is  any  offing  in  the  future  of 
replacing  the  Secretary,  and  could  you  also  tell  us  the  value  of  the  Secretary  in 
that  position? 

The  President.  First,  let  me  indicate  that  I  selected  Clayton  Yeutter,^  who 
I  think  is  an  outstanding  individual,  to  be  one  of  our  top  people  in  our  foreign 
trade  negotiations.  I  think  that  is  an  indication  of  my  great  feeling  for  Clayton 
Yeutter. 

I  happen  to  believe  that  Earl  Butz  has  done  an  excellent  job  of  defending 
the  interests  of  agriculture  across  the  board.  He  has  been  a  great  exponent  of 
the  free  marketplace.  He  has  fought  Government  restrictions  so  that  farmers 
can  run  their  farms  as  they  see  fit. 

I  think  Earl  Butz  has  done  a  fine  job,  and  I  asked  him  to  stay  and  he  has 
agreed  to  stay  until  the  end  of  this  term.  I  think  most  farmers  support  him.  I 
fully  back  him. 

CENTRAL   INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  recent  disclosures  about  the  Central  Intelligence 
Agency  seemed  to  have  weakened  our  entire  intelligence-gathering  and  inter- 

^  President  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation. 
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preting  apparatus  and  as  a  result  also  weakened  our  defense  posture.  If  this  is 
true,  what  is  being  done  to  shore  up  our  intelligence  and  our  defense  ? 

The  President.  I  am  disturbed  about  the  actions  that  are  being  taken  by  some 
to  expose  some  of  the  past  operations  of  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency  and  our 
inteUigence-gathering  capability  generally. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  think  the  Congress  has  a  responsibility  in  a  proper  way 
to  investigate  the  intelligence  community  of  the  Federal  Government.  I  have 
been  disappointed  in  some  respects. 

On  the  other  hand,  you  may  have  heard  that  this  morning  I  came  to  an  agree- 
ment with  Chairman  Pike  on  a  method  by  which  we  can  handle  declassified 
material.  The  vote  was  10  to  3  in  that  committee,  which  shows  that  we  are  work- 
ing together  to  handle  these  delicate  matters  together,  in  a  proper  way. 

Now  in  the  meantime,  or  prior  to  that,  I  appointed  the  Rockefeller  Commis- 
sion that  investigated  the  allegations  of  improper  domestic  spying  by  the  Central 
Intelligence  Agency.  They  made  some  recommendations  to  me.  The  Murphy 
Commission  did  the  same. 

The  net  result  is,  sometime  in  the  very  near  future  I  will  make  specific  recom- 
mendations to  improve  the  internal  workings  of  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency 
and  the  other  intelligence  groups,  and  they  will  not  only  be  administrative  but 
legislative  proposals. 

In  that  way,  I  think  we  can  restore  confidence  in  the  public  for  the  CIA  and  at 
the  same  time  lift  the  morale  of  the  CIA,  which  unfortunately  has  suffered  in 
the  last  few  months. 

Under  no  circumstances — and  I  want  to  be  very  clear  on  this — will  I  permit 
the  dismantling  or  the  destruction  of  an  intelligence  agency  or  community,  be- 
cause that  does  involve  our  national  security. 

FOOD  EXPORTS 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  believe  that  the  United  States  should  ever  con- 
sider a  position  of  using  food  as  a  weapon  or  at  least  as  a  bargaining  agent  against 
oil  cartel  countries  in  order  to  lessen  this  Nation's  dependence  on  those  countries  ? 

The  President.  I  wouldn't  put  it  that  way.  I  think  the  great  agricultural 
productivity  of  this  country  can  be  used  affirmatively,  one,  for  humanitarian  pur- 
poses, and  if  my  recollection  is  accurate,  we,  over  the  past  10  years,  provided 
some  $20  billion  of  P.L.  480  to  help  many  nations  in  a  humane  way. 

In  addition,  we  can  use  discretely  and  properly  our  surpluses  for  other  rea- 
sons— and  I  don't  want  to  expand  "for  other  reasons" — but  it  is  better  to  put  it 
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that  way  than  to  come  out  and  say,  yes,  we  are  going  to  do  it  as  a  hardUne  bar- 
gaining principle.  We  can  use  it  effectively,  and  we  have  and  will. 

SECRETARY  OF   AGRICULTURE   BUTZ 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  voiced  your  support  for  Secretary  Butz  and 
pointed  to  his  support  among  the  farm  community.  There  has  been  some  con- 
cern among  farm  people  in  connection  with  that,  that  the  Secretary  has  not  been 
sufficiently  involved  in  these  grain  negotiations  as  compared  to  State  Depart- 
ment people.  What  input  does  Secretary  Butz  have  ? 

The  President.  We  have  a  grain  subcommittee  of  the  Economic  Policy 
Board,  and  on  at  least  three  occasions  where  I  have  attended  those  meetings, 
Secretary  Butz  has  been  present,  and  I  have  had  several  meetings  with  him 
personally. 

I  can  assure  you  that  Secretary  Butz  is  an  affirmative  spokesman  for  agricul- 
ture in  these  areas.  On  the  other  hand,  he  does  recognize  that  we  have  to  look  at 
it  in  the  long  range,  and  I  am  sure  that  when  the  results  of  these  negotiations 
are  pubHshed,  Secretary  Butz'  part  in  it  will  be  a  big  plus  for  agriculture  as  well 
as  for  the  department. 

Q.  As  a  follow-up  on  that,  if  I  may,  a  large  grain  exporter  in  the  upper 
Midwest  the  other  day  contended  that  a  mid-October  lifting  of  the  moratorium 
on  the  grain  shipments  will  come  too  late,  that  the  Russians  will  have  gone 
elsewhere.  Is  this  being  taken  into  consideration  in  your  planning  ? 

The  President.  It  certainly  is.  We  keep  a  daily  check  on  world  grain  sup- 
plies. And  from  our  point  of  view,  fortunately,  we  are  about  the  only  grain 
supplier  left  in  the  world.  And  if  anybody  really  wants  to  buy  sizable  amounts 
of  grain  in  the  future  in  1975,  they  will  have  to  come  to  the  United  States. 

ENERGY  RESEARCH   AND  DEVELOPMENT 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  told  that  100  years  ago  today  President  Grant 
visited  Omaha.  I  don't  have  a  question  related  to  that,  but  I  thought  you  would 
like  to  know  that. 

The  President.  That  is  interesting.  And  as  you  all  know,  I  was  born  in 
Omaha — not  quite  100  years  ago.  [Laughter'] 

Q.  My  question  is  this:  You  have  adopted  Vice  President  Rockefeller's  plan 
for  an  energy  independence  authority,  which  involves  about  $100  billion  over  a 
10-year  period.  Now,  this  is  a  mammoth  Federal  intervention  in  the  capital 
marketplace,  which  is  the  exact  opposite,  really,  of  what  you  have  always  said — 
as  a  governmental  policy,  you  wanted  hands  off.  Now,  does  this  mean  you  have 
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given  up  on  the  idea  that  the  oil  companies  can  come  up  with  alternate  sources 
if  you  decontrol  oil  prices  ? 

The  President.  Well,  that  authority  is  primarily  for  the  purpose  of  under- 
taking the  financing  of  the  synthetic  fuel  programs  which  are  new,  where  there 
could  be  some  failure,  where  there  is  a  certain  degree  of  uncertainty  as  to 
whether  they  will  be  productive,  whether  they  will  be  financially  responsible. 
You  have  to  have,  in  my  opinion,  this  kind  of  authority  to  get  those  synthetic 
fuel  programs  underway. 

And  there  are  some  other  areas  in  addition  to  synthedc  fuels,  but  it  is  basically 
an  instrument  Hke  the  RFC  [Reconstruction  Finance  Corporation]  back  in 
the  '30s  and  '40s — for  example,  the  synthetic  rubber  program  which  was  financed 
by  RFC.  This  is  not  an  attempt  to  take  over  the  private  financing  of  ordinary 
and  regular  programs  and  projects,  but  it  does  aim  at  helping  us  exploit  break- 
throughs in  the  scientific  world  so  that  synthetic  fuels  can  be  more  readily  made 
available  to  the  public. 

Q.  I  don't  think  anybody  would  disagree  with  that  goal,  but  my  question 
was  more  to  the  point  of,  won't  this  really  create  another  huge  bureaucracy, 
whereas  your  whole  thrust  has  been  to  shrink  the  bureaucracy  ? 

The  President.  This  is  an  exception.  But  if  you  will  recall  my  State  of  the 
Union  Message,  I  said  I  would  advocate  no  new  programs  except  those  related 
to  energy.  So  this  falls  within  that  exception. 

EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI   AGREEMENT 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  have  been  urging  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations 
Committee  to  report  out  on  the  Sinai  agreements  by  Friday.  What  is  the  rush  ? 
Is  Sadat  beginning  to  waver  ? 

The  President.  The  problem  there  is  that  the  two  parties — Israel  and  Egypt — 
had  agreed  by,  I  think,  early  next  week  to  sign  the  necessary  documents  and 
start  the  implementation  of  the  withdrawal  and  the  change  of  lines  and  so  forth. 
Israel  has  said  that  it  won't  start  the  implementation  until  the  Congress  approves 
the  utilization  of  up  to  200  American  technicians. 

So,  we  want  it  through  by  the  time  of  the  signing  so  that  Israel  and  Egypt 
will  both  sign.  Egypt  has  already  signed,  but  Israel  has  this  reservation.  So, 
time  is  of  the  essence,  so  we  can  get  both  of  those  parties  to  move  toward  the 
actual  implementation. 

nuclear  power 

[9.]  Q.  You  have  said  that  you  would  like  to  see  the  orderly  development  of 
nuclear  power,  and  this  would  certainly  be  a  help  in  gaining  our  independence 
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as  far  as  energy  is  concerned.  But  right  now,  going  toward  nuclear  power  looks 
anything  but  orderly.  What  do  you  see  in  the  future  for  getting  it  straightened 
out  so  that  we  can  look  at  it  as  a  hopeful  sign  ? 

The  President.  We  have  had  too  many  plant  cancellations  of  nuclear  power 
in  the  last  12  months — ^very  few  if  any  for  safety  reasons,  most  of  them  for 
financing  reasons.  We  expect  there  will  be  a  resurgence  of  these  projects  in  the 
months  ahead.  In  the  meantime,  of  course,  we  are  spending  vast  amounts  of 
money  in  the  Federal  Government  to  make  even  more  certain  the  safety  of 
nuclear  powerplants. 

It  is  interesting  to  point  out,  however,  of  all  of  the  nuclear  powerplants  in 
operation  today  in  the  United  States,  there  has  never  been  one  fatality — ^not  one. 
But  that  doesn't  mean  we  shouldn't  continue  to  find  safer  and  better  ways  for 
the  development  of  nuclear  power.  And  I  am  optimistic  as  we  try  to  make  our- 
selves less  vulnerable  to  foreign  oil  cartels,  that  nuclear  powerplants  will  come 
on  the  line  in  greater  numbers. 

Q.  Kind  of  scary  in  that  situation.  But  they  are  starting  to  question  what  the 
amount  of  uranium  is  at  this  point,  while  we  are  talking  about  millions  and 
millions  going  into  these  plants,  and  then  question  the  shortage  already. 

The  President.  I  have  recommended  to  the  Congress  what  we  call  a  uranium 
enrichment  program  which  will  take  care  of  that  contingency.  That  problem 
will  not  arise  for  4  or  5  years.  But  we  have  to  get  underway  with  this  supple- 
mentary program— through  either  the  diffusion  process  or  the  centrifuge  proc- 
ess—so that  we  can  take  care  of  that  difficulty  when  it  arises  in  5  years  or  there- 
abouts. 

strategic  arms  limitation 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  your  airplane  landed  today  just  a  short  distance 
from  the  headquarters  of  the  Strategic  Air  Command.  Fifteen  years  ago,  this 
country's  strategic  superiority  stood  unchallenged  in  the  world.  Today,  instead 
of  superiority  we  talk  of  equivalency.  There  has  been  a  slide  on  our  side  at  the 
same  time  the  U.S.S.R.  has  become  more  and  more  powerful  and  is  continuing 
to  do  so.  Do  you  expect  to  see  the  trend  stopped  and  perhaps  reversed? 

The  President.  Either  through  the  Vladivostok  agreement,  where  we  set  the 
2,400  limit  on  launchers  and  1,320  limit  on  MIRVing,  either  through  that 
process,  setting  a  cap  which  will  provide  equivalency,  or  through  us  maintaining 
our  program  to  meet  the  challenge  of  the  Soviet  Union,  we  will  maintain,  I  can 
assure  you,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  an  adequate  equivalency  in  strategic 
capability. 
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I  would  prefer  to  do  it  through  a  SALT  II  agreement  if  we  can  get  one. 
That  is  fair  to  both  sides  and  sets  a  cap.  But  if  we  can't,  I  can  assure  you  that  I 
will  recommend  whatever  the  budget  requirements  are — adequate  fundings  for 
SAC  operations  and  for  all  other  related  strategic  programs. 

THE  B-I    BOMBER 

[11.]  Q.  Do  you  believe  that  the  B-1  will  continue  at  full  speed  in  spite  of 
the  problems  in  Congress  with  the  budget  ? 

The  President.  I  can't  guarantee  what  Congress  is  going  to  do.  I  can  only 
doubly  guarantee  you  what  I  will  do. 

We  are  going  to  keep  the  B-1  program  going  to  the  maximum  capability 
productionwise,  trainingwise,  deploymentwise.  I  get  very  upset  when  the  Con- 
gress slows  it  down  for  one  reason  or  another.  I  think  it  is  wrong.  But  we  are 
going  to  keep  after  them  because  it  is  vitally  important. 

WELFARE  PROGRAMS 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  is  your  Administration  proposing  any  new  means  to 
lessen  the  welfare  redtape  and  expenditures  in  this  country  ? 

The  President.  Yes,  we  are,  on  an  almost  daily  basis,  trying  to  do  it  in  HEW. 
I  have  got  my  Domestic  Council  now  working  on  a  way  to  try  and  remedy  some 
of  the  defects  in  the  food  stamp  program— and  there  are  many  of  them,  not  only 
cost  but  bad  management. 

In  the  meantime,  we  hope  to — well,  we  are,  we  are  not  hoping — ^Vice  Presi- 
dent Rockefeller  is  going  to  have  a  series  of  meetings  around  the  country 
where  all  people,  those  who  want  more  or  those  who  want  less  in  the  field  of 
welfare,  can  come  in  and  testify  and  make  specific  recommendations  so  we  will 
have  the  benefit  of  people  at  the  local  level. 

But  in  the  meantime,  we  are  working— I  mean  literally  working— to  try  and 
improve,  cut  down  the  mistakes  and  the  cost  of  welfare  so  that  we  can  get  more 
deserved  welfare  to  the  people  who  ought  to  have  it  and  cut  out  those  that 
shouldn't  qualify. 

THE  MISSING  IN  ACTION 

[13.]  Q.  It  is  my  understanding,  Mr.  President,  you  will  be  meeting  with 
Mrs.  Caroline  Stenderwick,  a  local  representative  of  the  MIA  organization, 
before  your  departure  from  Omaha.  The  families  of  these  missing  men  tell  us 
they  are  seeking  a  more  aggressive  attitude  from  your  Administration,  especially 
from  Secretary  Kissinger,  in  determining  the  fate  of  their  husbands  and  fathers. 
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Is  there  anything  especially  hopeful  you  will  be  able  to  tell  Mrs.  Stenderwick 
when  you  meet  with  her  today  ? 

The  President.  I  have  met  at  least  once  as  President  and  once  as  Vice  Presi- 
dent with  the  representatives  of  the  MIA.  In  addition,  on  several  occasions,  in 
other  communities — Dallas,  for  example — I  have  met  with  either  parents  or 
widows  of  MIA's. 

I  can  assure  you  that  the  Defense  Department,  the  State  Department,  and 
myself  have  made  every  possible  effort  that  we  can  to  get  the  North  Vietnamese 
to  permit  us  to  move  in  and  check  on  the  sites  or  the  locations  where  we  under- 
stand there  is  some  possibility  a  crash  might  have  occurred  or  a  person  might 
have  escaped. 

But  the  North  Vietnamese  have  totally  violated  the  January  1973  accords  by 
failing  to  permit  us  to  carry  out  these  investigations.  Now,  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives has  just  approved  and  appointed  a  committee  to  investigate  the  whole 
subject.  We  will  give  that  committee,  under  Congressman  Montgomery  of 
Mississippi,  our  full  cooperation,  lay  out  in  detail  what  we  have  done  and  what 
the  problem  is  which,  in  this  case,  is  North  Vietnam.  I  can  assure  her,  as  I  am 
saying  here,  that  v{t  have  made  and  will  continue  to  make  a  maximum  effort 
in  this  regard. 

ENERGY 

[14.]  Q.  I  was  going  to  ask  a  very  light  question,  Mr.  President,  but  now  I  am 
afraid  to  after  that  heavy  answer.  Some  people  feel  that  there  is  a  lack  of  leader- 
ship or  perhaps  I  should  say  a  lack  of  inspirational  leadership  from  the  top  in  the 
energy  crisis  situation,  and  I  will  tell  you  what  I  mean  by  that. 

All  of  the  accent  seems  to  be  put  on  how  can  we  become  independent  of  for- 
eign sources— and  obviously  we  have  to  do  that— but  shouldn't  more  emphasis 
really  be  put  on  conserving,  because  this  is  probably  only  the  forerunner  of  a 
number  of  world  shortages  and  we  don't  have  any  feeling  of  crisis  about  it.  Now, 
do  you  really  think,  for  instance,  this  country  should  continue  to  use  30  to  35 
percent  of  the  world's  energy  ? 

The  President.  We  have  always  said  the  answer  to  the  energy  problem  for 
the  United  States  is,  one,  stimulation  of  new  sources  and  conservation  of  the 
energy  we  have.  Every  document  I  have  ever  sent  to  the  Congress,  every  statement 
I  have  ever  made,  emphasizes  both  new  sources  of  energy  and  conservation  of 
those  that  we  have. 

In  my  energy  program  that  I  submitted  in  January  of  this  year,  we  put  a 
considerable  amount  of  emphasis  on  conservation.  The  United  States  ha^ 
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squandered  energy;  we  squander  energy  today.  And  we  have  to  convince  people 
they  should  drive  less,  they  should  use  less  energy  in  their  homes,  not  quite  as 
cool  in  the  summer  or  hot  in  the  winter. 

We  have  urged  the  automotive  industry  to  build  automobiles  that  have  a 
higher  degree  of  efficiency.  And  I  am  glad  to  report— you  may  have  seen— the 
new  models,  I  think,  increase  the  energy  use  or  they  will  cut  back  on  gasoline  to 
an  average  of  13  percent.  This  is  a  response  which  is  good. 

I  couldn't  agree  with  you  more,  but  you  know  it  takes  a  crisis  sometimes  to  get 
people  to  do  what  they  should. 

Q.  But  we  are  really  in  a  crisis,  are  we  not  ? 

The  President.  We  certainly  are. 

Q.  Then  what  I  was  trying  to  find  out  is,  don't  you  really  think  a  direct  appeal 
to  the  people — I  think  people  would  sacrifice;  I  really  do. 

The  President.  We  have  tried  it.  We  have  made  some  headway,  obviously, 
because  the  use  of  energy  is  down,  whether  it  is  gasoline,  whether  it  is  heating  oil, 
whether  it  is  any  of  the  other  sources  of  energy. 

But  it  is  not  enough,  and  I  continue  to  urge  it,  and  of  course,  the  increase  of 
price  by  the  OPEC  nations  ought  to  make  people  more  conscious  of  our  vulner- 
ability and  make  Congress  more  responsive  to  passing  a  better — or  any— 
legislation. 

CANDIDACY  IN   1976 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  the  wake  of  the  recent  attacks  on  your  life— in 
some  cases  maybe  an  alleged  attack  on  your  life — has  it  caused  you  to  take  second 
thoughts  or  your  family  ask  you  to  take  second  thoughts  about  running  for 
reelection,  and  are  there  any  conditions  under  which  you  would  not  seek  reelec- 
tion next  year  ? 

The  President.  I  can  foresee  no  circumstances  that  would  preclude  me  from 
seeking  election  in  1976.  My  family  fully  supports  my  candidacy.  They  are 
enthusiastic  about  it.  My  wife  thinks  I  ought  to  be  a  litde  more  careful  and 
cautious  as  I  travel  around  the  country,  and  she  isn't  the  only  one,  obviously. 

But  we  are  using,  I  think,  greater  discretion  and  prudence,  and  on  the  other 
hand,  for  me  to  sit  in  Washington  and  just  go  through  papers,  making  decisions 
when  I  can  do  that,  and  at  the  same  time  come  to  Omaha  or  to  Chicago  or  other 
places,  I  think  it  is  important. 

The  American  people  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to  see  firsthand  or  to 
Hsten  more  directly  with  their  President,  and  we  aren't  going  to  let  unusual  cir- 
cumstances deter  us  from  a  responsible  effort  to  travel  in  this  country. 
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CRIME 

[16.]  Q.  Many  Presidents  lately  have  made  declarations  concerning  crime 
and  the  problems  of  crime  and  that  something  has  to  be  done  about  it.  Cer- 
tainly, this  is  an  area  you  must  have  given  a  lot  of  thought  to  lately.  If  you 
could  point  out  the  biggest  need  you  think  needs  to  change  today  to  help  stop 
the  pattern  that  crime  has  taken  in  the  Nation,  vv^hat  vi^ould  it  be  ? 

The  President.  I  set  that  forth  in  a  crime  message  to  the  Congress  v^here  I 
said,  "Our  concern  today  ought  to  be  for  the  victims  of  crime."  The  crime  mes- 
sage that  I  sent  to  the  Congress  calls  for  mandatory  sentences  for  those  that 
participate  in  a  crime  of  violence  using  a  gun,  and  we  have  urged  the  courts 
to  increase  their  confinement  of  convicted  criminals. 

Too  many  criminals  today,  after  they  have  been  convicted,  are  put  off  on 
probation.  There  ought  to  be  a  penalty  for  the  committing  of  a  crime,  and  that 
means  confinement.  Whether  it  is  6  months  or  some  other  term,  I  believe  man- 
datory sentences  are  required  in  certain  crimes. 

I  believe  the  courts  have  to  be  firmer,  and  I  think  they — you  know^,  it  is  un- 
believable, but  a  very,  very  high  percentage  of  crime  today  is  done  by  a  very 
limited  number  of  people,  professional  criminals,  and  they  ought  to  be  behind 
the  bars. 

THE  president's   CABINET 

[17.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  there  has  been — from  time  to  time  there  have  been 
reports  of  controversy  betw^een  Dr.  Schlesinger  and  Dr.  Kissinger,  the  latest 
being  the  question  of  the  Pershing  missile  for  Israel.  Is  there  indeed  disharmony 
in  your  Cabinet  in  that  regard,  and  if  so,  w^hat  are  you  doing  about  it  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  there  is  any  disharmony.  On  some  occasions  tw^o 
very  able  people  have  some  disagreements,  but  there  is  nothing  that  has  seriously 
jeopardized  the  execution  of  our  foreign  policy  or  the  carrying  out  of  our  na- 
tional security  program. 

In  the  case  of  the  Pershing  missile,  the  shopping  list  that  v^as  given  to  us  by 
Israel  vv^as  know^n  to  the  Pentagon.  There  is  no  question  about  that.  Whether 
Secretary  Schlesinger  saw  it  or  not  I  can't  guarantee  it,  but  the  Pentagon  had 
that  shopping  list,  no  question  about  it. 

But  that  was  only  a  minor  incident,  really.  I  have  two  fine  Secretaries,  and  if 
there  are  any  differences,  I  make  the  choice.  And  sometimes  it  is  healthy  to  have 
a  different  viewpoint  as  long  as  somebody  can  make  a  decision. 

Q.  On  that  note,  we  say  thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  President. 
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The  President.  It  was  a  pleasure,  and  I  appreciate  it. 
Q.  Thank  you,  sir. 

note:  The  interview,  which  was  taped  for  broad-  WOW-TV,  Joel  Fowler  of  Nebraska  ETV,  Mary 

cast  that  evening,  began  at  2  p.m.  in  the  Wyoming  Jane  O'Dell  of  Iowa  PBS,  Sam  Stewart  of  KETV, 

Room  at  the  Omaha  Hilton  Hotel.  Participants  in-  and  Howard  Silber  of  the  Omaha  World  Herald, 
eluded  Terry  Forsberg  of  KMTV,  Steve  Murphy  of 
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Veto  of  a  Bill  To  Increase  Price  Support  Levels  for  Tobacco. 
October  1,  1973 

[Dated  September  30,  1975.    Released  October  1,  1975] 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  return  herewith,  without  my  approval,  H.R.  9497,  an  Act  "To  amend  the 
computation  of  the  level  of  price  support  for  tobacco." 

Although  I  am  concerned  about  the  hardships  that  many  U.S.  tobacco 
growers  have  encountered  this  year  due  to  adverse  weather  conditions  and 
lower-than-expected  export  markets,  the  long-range  interests  of  the  grower 
will  be  best  served  by  a  vigorous  domestic  tobacco  industry  which  can  compete 
successfully  in  international  markets.  H.R.  9497  would  be  an  obstacle  in  achiev- 
ing this  goal.  In  the  face  of  slackening  world  demand  for  United  States  tobacco, 
higher  prices  would  make  our  product  less  competitive,  thus  endangering  the 
$1  billion  net  trade  surplus  we  now  enjoy  in  this  commodity. 

At  a  time  when  we  are  attempting  to  reduce  the  inflationary  pressures  in  the 
economy  by  holding  down  the  size  of  federal  deficits,  H.R.  9497  would  increase 
budget  outlays  during  this  fiscal  year  and  the  transition  period  by  an  estimated 
$157  million. 

In  summary,  I  believe  this  bill  would  adversely  aflfect  our  tobacco  exports, 
lower  farm  income  in  the  long  run  and  increase  federal  spending  at  a  critical 
time  in  our  economic  recovery. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

September  30, 1975. 

note:   The  House  of  Representatives  reconsidered  The   text  of   the  veto  message  W2is  released   at 

H.R.  9497  on  October   1,   1975,  and  the  bill  was       Omaha,  Nebr. 
referred  to  committee. 
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602 

Remarks  and  a  Question-and- Answer  Session  at  the  White  House 
Conference  on  Domestic  and  Economic  Affairs  in  Omaha. 
October  1,  1975 

Governor  Exon,  Senator  Curtis,  Senator  HrusJ{a,  Mr.  Kenefic\,  my  old  friend 
President  Woody  Varner,  members  of  the  Cabinet,  your  good  mayor,  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 

It  is  a  great  privilege  and  a  very  high  honor  and  a  particular  thrill  to  come 
back  to  the  tov^n  v^here  you  were  born  and  meet  v^ith  such  friendly  and  a  warm 
reception  from  all  of  you. 

Although  I  do  have  to  admit  I  couldn't  help  but  notice  that  ad  in  this  morn- 
ing's World  Herald,  the  one  that  offered  to  trade  eight  tickets  to  this  White 
House  Conference  for  standing  room  at  the  Nebraska-Miami  game  tomorrow. 
[Laughter']  If  I  had  the  time,  I  think  I  would  make  the  switch  myself. 
{Laughter] 

I  am  here  today  to  listen  and  to  learn.  As  a  native  of  Omaha,  it  is  good  to  be 
back.  Although  I  left  when  I  was  extremely  young — I  don't  really  remember 
much  about  it — it  is  a  privilege  to  be  in  Omaha.  And  I  like  what  I  see  in  1975. 

Economic  and  Energy  Programs 

[1.]  I  am  particularly  pleased  to  be  in  the  heartland  of  the  United  States. 
And  in  this  heartland  of  the  United  States,  the  American  farmer  has  produced 
a  miracle  of  abundance  which  is  the  envy  of  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Think  of  it.  Less  than  5  percent  of  our  country's  population  feeds  the  re- 
maining 95  percent,  with  enough  left  over  to  significantly  supplement  the  food 
needs  of  much  of  the  rest  of  the  world — the  free  world  and  that  behind  the  Iron 
Curtain. 

Last  year  alone,  the  United  States  exported,  as  many  of  you  know,  nearly  $22 
billion  worth  of  various  agricultural  commodities.  Without  these  exports,  our 
country  would  have  had  a  huge  balance-of -payments  deficit,  our  dollar  would 
have  been  weakened  abroad,  and  we  would  be  paying  far  higher  prices  for  all 
the  imports  that  we  get  from  many,  many  countries. 

The  American  farmer  not  only  raises  crops  but  the  facts  are  he  raises  the 
overall  standard  of  living  of  all  Americans — 214  million  of  us. 

Yet,  the  American  farmer  has  too  often  been  made  the  scapegoat  of  many  of 
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our  economic  problems.  The  price  of  meat  goes  up,  blame  the  farmer.  The 
price  of  milk  goes  up,  blame  the  farmer.  Well,  you  and  I  know  the  farmer  is  not 
to  blame  for  the  high  prices  that  we  have  today. 

Fortunately,  we  are  making  some  substantial  progress  in  the  battle  against 
inflation.  The  latest  figure  shows  that  the  cost  of  living  rose  only  two-tenths  of  1 
percent, 'the  smallest  monthly  increase  in  more  than  3  years.  Contrary  to  the 
fingerpointing  at  our  farmers,  food  prices  held  relatively  stable.  The  small  rise 
was  accounted  for  by  other  commodities  and  other  services. 

But  let  me  emphasize  this,  if  I  might:  The  good  news  of  1  month  does  not 
mean  that  the  battle  against  inflation  has  been  won.  It  does  mean  we  can  and, 
more  importantly,  we  will  win  this  fight  against  inflation  if  we  keep  the  pres- 
sure on. 

Let  me  assure  you  the  victory  will  not  be  achieved  at  the  expense  of  America's 
farmers.  Nor  will  farmers  suffer  on  the  international  grain  market  from  actions 
of  my  Administration. 

I  know  there  has  been  some  criticism  by  some  for  a  temporary  halt  in  grain 
sales  to  the  Soviet  Union.  If  I  might,  I  would  like  to  bring  you  up  to  date. 

Last  year,  in  a  visit  to  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  I  urged  farmers  of  this  State,  as 
well  as  farmers  throughout  the  country,  to  plant  full  crops.  I  advocated  a 
policy  of  agricultural  production  across  the  board,  full  production  for  the 
entire  Nation.  I  am  here  to  tell  you  that  your  crops  will  be  sold — and  at  fair 
market  prices.  But  just  as  important,  we  must  get  the  farmer  off  that  roller 
coaster  of  up-and-down  purchases  which  has  been  the  Russian  pattern  for  the 
last  5  years. 

The  United  States  enjoys  fruitful  and  relatively  predictable  grain-trading  re- 
lations with  Japan  and  many  European  countries.  Farmers  under  those  ar- 
rangements know  approximately  how  much  will  be  sold  and  can  plan  for  it. 
Stable  trade  helps  the  farmer  as  well  as  the  consumer.  That  is  precisely  why 
we  are  in  the  process  of  negotiating  a  long-term  agreement  involving  agricul- 
ture with  the  Soviet  Union,  an  agreement  along  the  lines  we  are  now  conclud- 
ing with  Poland.  We  must  and  we  will  bring  stability,  predictability  to  the 
planning  process  of  the  American  farmer. 

Let  me  illustrate:  Soviet  grain  purchases  from  the  United  States  have  fluctu- 
ated considerably  in  the  last  5  years  from  a  low  of  about  74  million  bushels  in 
one  crop  season  to  a  high  of  524  million  bushels  in  another. 

So  far  this  season,  the  Soviet  Union  has  purchased  399  million  bushels.  And  I 
can  say  to  you  that  Russian  sales  will  be  increased  beyond  that  figure,  and  I 
think  it  will  be  a  good  figure. 
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Under  the  agreement  that  we  seek,  fixed  minimum  grain  purchases  each  sea- 
son by  the  Soviets  will  be  established  for  a  5-year  period  at  the  going  market 
price.  More  importantly,  these  agreements  will  be  in  the  long-term  best  interest 
of  the  farmer  as  well  as  the  consumer.  Having  said  that,  let  me  turn  to  another 
subject. 

I  am  determined  that  our  energy  crisis  in  America  will  be  solved  in  the  long- 
term  best  interests  of  the  farmer  and  of  all  Americans.  The  damaging  effect 
of  continued  delay  in  achieving  energy  independence  were  dramatically  head- 
lined just  the  other  day  when  OPEC  oil-producing  cartel  nations  raised  oil 
prices  by  10  percent.  The  arbitrary  and  excessive  OPEC  price  increases  of  1973 
and  1974  seriously  depressed  economic  productivity  and  accelerated  inflation, 
not  only  here  in  the  United  States  but  throughout  the  world,  in  industrial  na- 
tions as  well  as  underdeveloped  nations.  The  latest  prices,  the  price  increases 
announced  over  the  last  several  days,  will  worsen  inflation  and  hinder  eco- 
nomic recovery  on  a  worldwide  basis. 

There  is  absolutely  no  economic  justification  for  this  latest  price  increase.  It 
proves  beyond  any  doubt  whatsoever  that  we  as  a  nation  must  move  quickly 
and  we  must  chart  our  own  energy  program.  And  there  has  been  too  much 
delay  already. 

Time  after  time,  starting  last  January  14, 1  warned  Members  of  Congress  that 
the  United  States  was  becoming  more  and  more  and  more  vulnerable  to  the 
price  increases  imposed  by  other  nations.  I  have  appealed  to  the  Congress  to 
approve  my  program  or  come  up  with  its  own  program,  to  free  America  from 
dependence  on  foreign  oil  suppliers. 

I  offered  to  compromise  again  and  again  and  again.  Two  days  ago  I  agreed 
once  more  to  such  a  compromise,  to  the  decontrol  of  domestic  oil  prices,  by 
signing  a  bill  extending  for  another  47  days,  to  November  15,  the  control  of 
domestic  oil  prices.  And  in  that  period  of  time,  Congress  can  either  arrive  at 
either  a  sound  and  mutually  acceptable  plan  for  phased  decontrol  or,  as  an 
alternative,  pass  emergency  legislation  that  I  have  recommended  to  cushion  the 
immediate  impact  of  decontrol  on  certain  of  our  domestic  aspects  of  the 
economy. 

If  they  won't  pass  a  phased  decontrol  program  that  is  acceptable,  then  I  propose 
that  they  move  with  speed  as  follows:  I  propose  to  assure  adequate  propane  gas 
for  the  millions  of  farmers  and  others  living  in  rural  areas  and  in  mobile  homes; 
I  propose  to  protect  heating  oil  and  independent  retail  gasoline  dealers  from 
arbitrary  curtailment  and  cutoff  from  suppliers;  I  propose  to  assure  independent 
refiners  of  adequate  crude  oil  supplies  at  reasonable  prices;  and  I  propose  to 
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protect  the  purchasing  power  of  consumers  through  a  consumer  refund  provision 
in  a  windfall  profits  tax  on  oil  companies. 

That  claim  by  some  procrastinating  Members  of  Congress  that  they  are  trying 
to  hold  down  consumer  prices,  in  my  judgment,  is  just  plain  nonsense.  Obviously, 
the  Congress  cannot  hold  oil  prices  estabHshed  by  OPEC  down.  That  is  beyond 
their  control.  Those  prices  are  going  up,  and  they  produce  or  sell  to  us  approxi- 
mately 40  percent  of  our  oil  consumed  in  the  United  States. 

As  I  see  it,  the  Congress  is  merely  postponing  very  hard  and  unpleasant  choices 
that  must  be  made  and  is  attempting  to  blame  high  fuel  prices  on  everybody  but 
themselves.  This  is  almost  unbelievable.  Since  controls  on  domestic  oil  went  into 
effect  in  1971,  our  bill  for  imported  oil  has  increased  more  than  700  percent.  Yet  a 
majority  in  the  Congress  does  nothing  to  reverse  our  growing  oil  dependency 
and  increasing  vulnerability  to  the  whims  of  foreign  oil  producers. 

The  American  people  should  recognize — if  the  Congress  will  not — that  the 
real  issue  over  price  controls  on  oil  is  not  between  cheap  energy  and  expensive 
energy.  There  is  no  cheap  energy  anymore. 

The  real  issue  is  twofold:  first,  whether  we  will  achieve  energy  independence 
to  provide  us  in  the  long  run  as  a  nation  with  the  lowest  possible  competitive- 
priced  energy;  and  second,  whether  we  will  keep  America's  wealth  in  America 
or  send  it  overseas  in  ever-increasing  amounts. 

In  1971  the  United  States  paid  out  roughly  |3  billion  to  foreign  oil  producers. 
In  1974,  just  3  years  later,  this  figure  jumped  to  $25  billion — about  $360  for  every 
single  American  family.  This  could  top  $32  billion  within  the  next  2  years  if  the 
Congress  does  not  act.  And  it  is  estimated  that  the  10-percent  increase  that  was 
announced  a  few  days  ago  will  add  approximately  $2  billion  to  the  present  out- 
flow of  American  dollars  to  foreign  oil  producers. 

Now,  if  this  money  was  spent  at  home  in  the  United  States,  this  $25  billion 
would  employ  roughly  1  miUion  American  workers.  It  would  obviously  speed 
our  economic  growth.  These  are  American  jobs  and  American  salaries  that  I  am 
talking  about.  But  that  is  what  American  energy  independence  will  achieve  for 
this  country.  Letting  the  OPEC  oil  cartel  dictate  America's  economic  growth  is 
absurd.  When  the  price  of  gasoline  goes  up  at  the  pump,  I  want  the  American 
people  to  know  exactly  where  the  blame  lies.  Until  the  Congress  acts,  there  is 
nothing  this  country  can  do  about  arbitrary  OPEC  oil  price  increases,  and  there 
may  still  be  another  increase  in  6  months  or  thereabouts. 

So  far,  I  have  met  with  literally  thousands  of  Americans  at  the  various 
Presidential  town  meetings,  meetings  which  have  been  characterized  as  func- 
tions to  listen  and  to  learn.  They  have  been  invaluable  to  me  and  to  my  asso- 
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ciates.  During  today's  meetings  you  have  covered  a  lot  of  issues  in  the  good 
spirit  of  give-and-take  and  you  have  heard  from  a  number  of  members  of  my 
Administration. 

It  is  now^  my  privilege  to  listen  to  you  and  seek  to  respond  to  your  inquiries. 
And  I  understand  the  first  question  is  to  be  asked  by  Mr.  Kenefick. 

Questions 

regulatory  reform 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  John  Kenefick,  representing  the  Omaha  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce.  On  a  number  of  occasions  you  have  indicated  a  desire  to 
reduce  the  degree  of  government  involvement  in  the  affairs  of  business,  par- 
ticularly small  business.  In  light  of  the  tendency  of  government  bureaucracy 
to  perpetuate  and  enlarge  itself,  v^hat  concrete  steps  can  be  taken  to  accomplish 
this  regimen  ? 

The  President.  Mr.  Kenefick,  a  number  of  things  can  be  done.  Every  de- 
partment and  agency  of  the  Federal  Government  can  survey  its  requirements 
that  are  imposed  on  business,  on  individuals,  and  seek  to  eliminate  the  multi- 
tude of  forms  that  require  everybody  in  one  form  or  another  to  fill  out,  and  this 
goes  to  the  people  w^ho  have  to  fill  out  forms  w^hen  they  apply  for  welfare,  to 
somebody  w^ho  has  to  fill  out  a  form  for  a  direct  Government  loan. 

The  head  of  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  estimated  there  are  roughly 
5,200  such  applications  or  forms  now  required  by  various  agencies.  I  told  Jim 
Lynn  that  he  has  got  to  cut  that  down,  and  12  months  from  now  I  want  a  re- 
port showing  at  least  3  to  400  less  of  those. 

Now,  there  are  some  other  requirements.  Various  independent  agencies — 
the  FCC,  the  CAB,  the  ICC,  the  Federal  Trade  Commission — they  also  are  on 
the  backs  of  individuals  and  businesses.  We  have  sought  to  work  with  them  in 
conjunction  with  the  Congress  to  get  them  to  eliminate  some  of  their  outmoded, 
outdated  regulatory  requirements.  I  must  admit,  it  is  harder  to  achieve  than 
what  it  appears  to  be. 

But  let  me  give  you  an  illustration  of  how  ridiculous  Government  regula- 
tions can  become.  I  understand  there  is  an  individual  who  owns  one  of  these 
large  retail  marketing  places.  He  was  told  by  one  Federal  agency  that  he  had  to 
smooth  out  the  surface  that  people  walked  on.  The  next  agency  came  along— 
in  this  case,  an  occupational  safety  and  health  organization — and  said  he  had 
to  make  the  surfaces  rougher  so  people  wouldn't  slip. 
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Now,  it  is  just  ridiculous  to  have  two  agencies  of  the  Federal  Government 
telling  the  same  person,  the  same  organization,  to  do  things  differently.  We  are 
trying  to  straighten  it  out.  The  Congress  has  promised  to  help.  I  can  assure  you, 
we  are  going  to  keep  the  pressure  on. 

Woody  Varner,  a  part-time  Michigander.  [Laughter] 

EDUCATION 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  a  full-time  Nebraskan  now,  I  can  assure  you. 
[Laughter] 

The  President.  A  has-been  Michigander.  [Laughter] 

Q.  Mr.  President,  as  you  know,  I  am  president  of  University  of  Nebraska. 
Let  me  first,  on  behalf  of  the  educational  community,  tell  you  how  pleased  we 
are  with  your  choice  of  David  Mathews  as  Secretary  of  Health,  Education,  and 
Welfare.  As  president  of  the  University  of  Alabama,  he  had  a  distinguished 
career,  and  we  are  satisfied  that  he  will  bring  those  same  great  skills  to  your 
Administration  and  to  the  service  of  this  country. 

Let  me  add  on  a  personal  note  this  has  been  a  very  satisfying  day  for  me, 
because  this  is  the  first  time  since  the  Nebraska-Alabama  football  game  in  the 
Sugar  Bowl  that  Dave  Mathews  has  spoken  to  me.  [Laughter] 

The  President.  He  had  a  bad  Tuesday  after  that  first  Monday.  [Laughter] 

Q.  I  understand  the  timing  of  his  resignation  at  the  University  had  something 
to  do  with  that  Missouri  football  game.  [Laughter] 

Mr.  President,  I  think  all  of  us  are  impressed  with  your  response  to  John 
Kenefick's  question  about  helping  in  the  regulatory  end  of  the  business  com- 
munity. We  have  similar  problems  in  the  educational  community.  We  did  a 
survey  at  our  institution  a  few  days  ago  and  were  shocked  to  discover  that  by 
what  we  think  is  a  conservative  estimate,  we  are  spending  between  $200,000  and 
$250,000  a  year  in  manpower  in  filling  out  Federal  forms  and  reports. 

While  we  recognize  there  must  be  some  surveillance  from  the  Federal  part- 
ner in  education,  we  wonder  if  it  might  not  be  in  the  interest  of  efficiency  and 
the  educational  community  and  good  government  to  give  some  consideration  to, 
not  in  the  spirit  of  proliferation,  but  in  the  spirit  of  consolidation,  consider  the 
creation  of  a  separate  department  of  education  to  deal  with  our  problems? 

The  President.  I  know  there  have  been  a  number  of  recommendations  in  that 
regard.  And  since  the  formation  of  HEW,  back  about  1954  or  '55,  if  I  recall  cor- 
rectly, the  amount  of  money  and  the  responsibility  of  HEW  has  just  exploded. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  David  Mathews'  department  spends  more  money  than 
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the  Department  of  Defense,  and  it  is  probably  over  the  years  going  to  have  in- 
creased financial  as  v^ell  as  administrative  responsibilities. 

I  am  not  yet  convinced  that  we  should  split  it  up,  but  if  the  problems  get 
greater,  if  the  responsibilities  increase,  I  think  v^e  ought  to  take  a  look  at  it. 

At  this  point,  I  am  not  convinced  there  ought  to  be  a  split-up,  taking  educa- 
tion out  from  health  and  v^elfare,  but  as  time  goes  on,  I  don't  think  v^e  should 
just  hold  on  to  something  because  it  w^as  good  v^hen  it  was  started  20  years  ago. 
But  for  the  moment,  I  wouldn't  go  any  further  than  to  say  we  will  take  a  look 
at  it,  and  we  will  reserve  the  judgment  until  the  survey  comes  in. 

FEDERAL  RESERVE  SYSTEM 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  WiUiam  Brennan,  the  president  of  the  Nebraska 
AFL-CIO.  I  am  glad  you  got  to  wheat  before  I  did.  I  am  afraid  we  might  get 
Mr.  Butz  back  in  the  act  again.  Have  you  and  Mr.  Burns  about  given  up  on  the 
idea  that  tight  money  will  slow  down  inflation  ? 

The  President.  Well,  as  you  know,  sir,  the  Federal  Reserve  Board  is  an 
autonomous,  independent  agency  of  the  Federal  Government.  They  do  control 
the  supply  of  money,  and  they  have  an  impact,  a  significant  impact,  on  interest 
rates  by  way  of  the  decisions  they  make. 

Our  responsibihty  in  the  Federal  Government  and  the  executive  branch  in 
conjunction  with  the  Congress  is  to  attack  the  problem  of  inflation  by  responsible 
fiscal  poUcy. 

Now,  I  think  both  monetary  policy,  under  Mr.  Burns  and  his  associates,  and 
fiscal  policy,  under  the  executive  and  Congressional  branches,  must  go  hand  in 
hand.  If  we  are  going  to  have  an  irresponsible  fiscal  poUcy,  I  think  Mr.  Burns, 
or  Dr.  Burns,  has  to  try  to  moderate  it  with  decisions  that  the  Federal  Reserve 
Board  makes. 

At  the  present  time,  they  have  a  poUcy  of  monetary  expansion  of  roughly 
5  to  7J^  percent.  And  I  was  talking  to  knowledgeable  authorities  the  other  day, 
and  in  the  last  few  days  there  has  been  some  tapering  off  of  short-term  interest 
rates,  which  has  to  indicate  that  the  Federal  Reserve  Board  is  trying  to  judge  the 
circumstances  on  almost  a  day-to-day  or  week-by-week  basis. 

I  do  believe  the  Federal  Reserve  Board  has  to  have  a  role.  We  want  them  to 
expand  money.  We  want  them  to  be  cognizant  of  the  interest  rate  problem,  but 
we  can't  just  push  them  aside  and  tell  them  not  to  do  anything  affirmatively 
or  negatively,  because  the  history  of  economic  conditions  does  show  that  they 
can  play  a  constructive  role. 

I  honestly  believe  that  they  are  in  tune  with  the  problems  that  we  face  in  the 
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economy  in  America,  and  I  think  you  will  see  a  policy  that  will  provide  for  an 
adequate  expansion  of  the  supply  of  money  and  a  responsibility  as  to  interest 
rates  themselves. 

GRAIN*  SALES   TO   THE   SOVIET   UNION 

[5.]    May  I,  if  I  can  now,  gratuitously  answer  a  question  that  you  alluded  to. 

At  the  time  that  we  were  initiating  negotiations  with  the  Soviet  Union  for  the 
substantial  sale  this  year  and  the  substantial  sales  of  grain  for  the  next  5  years, 
it  was  important  to  get  the  delivery  of  the  10.3  million  tons  of  grain  already 
sold  transported  and  shipped,  and  my  negotiations  with  Mr.  Meany  and  others 
resulted  in  an  understanding  that  those  shipments  would  be  made. 

As  you  know  and  others  know,  Teddy  Gleason's  group  is  loading  the  ships, 
the  grain  is  going  out,  and  this  assurance  is  helpful  in  the  sales  that  will  be  made 
this  year  because  there  will  be  a  dependability  of  delivery.  That  is  important,  as 
well  as  price,  as  well  as  the  sales  overall. 

1976  VICE-PRESIDENTIAL   NOMINEE 

[6.]  Q.  I  am  Ricky  Salisbury,  Nebraska  Women's  Political  Caucus.  First 
of  all,  I  would  like  to  ask  that  you  relay  a  message  to  your  wife  when  you  return 
to  Washington.  This  message  comes  not  only  from  the  National  Women's 
Political  Caucus  but  the  American  Association  of  University  Women,  the  League 
of  Women  Voters,  and  the  Governor's  Commission  on  the  Status  of  Women. 
Please  express  our  appreciation  to  her  for  her  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  equal  rights 
amendment. 

The  President.  She  must  be  doing  something  right.  There  was  a  poll  taken 
in  Pennsylvania  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  it  showed  her  with  a  77-percent  job 
performance  approval — and  mine  was  about  51  percent.  [Laughter] 

Q.  My  question  is  this:  During  the  deliberation  and  selection  process  for 
your  Vice-Presidential  choice,  it  was  reported  by  the  media  that  several  women 
were  considered  for  this  high  office.  Is  this  true,  and  would  you  identify  these 
women  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  can  tell  you  that  among  those  that  were  considered  for 
the  Vice-Presidential  nomination  by  me  there  were  several  women,  but  I  don't 
think  that  I  should  identify  them. 

I  would  like  to  add,  however,  we  have  a  very  able,  as  well  as  attractive,  mem- 
ber of  the  Cabinet,  Mrs.  Carla  Hills.  She  is  really  doing  a  fine  job  in  the  De- 
partment of  HUD,  but  I  really  would  take  executive  privilege  if  I  could — 
[laughter] — ^in  not  naming  the  women  that  were  on  the  list  and  were  con- 
sidered. 
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GRAIN  SALES  TO  THE   SOVIET  UNION 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Fred  Rose,  representing  the  Nebraska  Press 
Association.  I  think  as  members  of  the  Press  Association,  we  would  be  remiss  if 
we  did  not  commend  you  and  your  staff  for  these  conferences,  which  certainly 
indicates  an  openness  in  government.  Our  Governor,  Jim  Exon,  Nebraska's 
number  one  sage — and  second  nationally  only  to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture — 
[laughter] — this  morning  asked  Mr.  Butz  when  the  embargo  on  new  grain 
sale  exports  would  be  lifted.  Do  you  have  a  timetable  on  this  subject,  which 
you  discussed  earlier  ? 

The  President.  I  have  our  top  negotiator  and  a  staff  in  Moscow  now.  They 
went  back  on  Monday.  We  have  made  considerable  progress.  I  am  optimistic, 
but  I  have  learned  a  long  time  ago,  until  we  get  something  in  hand,  it  is  always 
premature  to  make  any  specific  announcement. 

We  are  pushing  hard.  It  looks  very  favorable  for  something  that  is  good  for, 
as  I  said,  farmer  as  well  as  consumer,  but  I  would  hestitate  to  tell  you  a  precise 
date. 

I  have  learned  also  that  in  negotiating  with  the  Soviet  Union  it  is  better  to 
remain  flexible  than  to  pick  a  deadline.  You  have  a  better  chance  of  getting  a 
better  deal  if  you  just  negotiate  from  strength  rather  than  binding  yourself  to  a 
date  certain.  So,  I  can't  give  you  a  date.  I  hope  it  is  very  soon. 

Q.  Thank  you. 

The  President.  I  wish  I  could  announce  it  today,  but  I,  unfortunately — we 
can't. 

BUSINESS   INVESTMENT 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  John  Nelson,  president  of  the  Council  Bluffs 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  In  light  of  the  need  for  high  productivity  among  our 
industrial  workers  and  the  fact  that  relative  to  many  foreign  basic  industries  that 
we  compete  with,  the  productivity  per  worker  is  considerably  below,  making  it 
difficult  for  us  to  compete,  what  specific  policies  can  be  brought  to  bear  in  order 
to  encourage  investment  versus  consumption  and  governmental  spending  in  the 
private  sector  to  modernize  our  industry  ? 

The  President.  I  have  been  encouraged  in  the  last  2  months.  I  think  the  De- 
partment of  Commerce,  or  the  Department  of  Labor — I  don't  recall  which — vin- 
dicated that  we  are  now  beginning  to  show  clear  signs  of  increased  productivity 
of  the  American  worker,  and  that  is  very  encouraging. 

That  is  one  of  the  best  ways  to  beat  inflation.  But  in  addition,  I  firmly  believe 
that  the  investment  tax  credit,  which  was  approved  or  expanded— not  approved, 
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as  we  had  it  at  7  percent,  it  is  now  up  to  12— it  is  really  11,  but  there  is  another 
added  1  percent— investment  tax  credit,  if  properly  used,  can  permit  us  to 
modernize  our  industrial  capacity  so  that  we  will  have  better  equipment, 
better  plants  to  challenge  the  modern  European  industrial  capacity,  and  par- 
ticularly the  Japanese  industrial  capacity. 

So,  we  depend  upon  new  machinery,  new  plants,  plus  increased  productivity 
of  the  individual  worker.  That,  in  my  judgment,  is  the  best  way  for  us  to 
compete  abroad  with  the  products  of  other  countries,  plus  one  other  thing. 

I  am  sure  you  noticed  that  for  the  last  5  or  6  months  we  have  had  an  excellent 
favorable  balance  of  trade.  In  other  words,  we  have  shipped  far  more  than  we 
have  imported. 

One  of  the  reasons  is  the  fact  that  we  have  managed  our  problem  of  inflation 
better  than  almost  any  other  country.  Our  products  today  are  selling  better 
because  of  our  improved  handling  of  the  problem  of  inflation. 

A  year  ago,  prices  were  at  the  annual  rate  of  14  percent,  the  inflation  rate. 
Today,  for  the  last  5  months,  it  is  about  4^/2  percent.  If  we  can  make  that  kind  of 
progress,  we  will  compete,  we  will  increase  our  exports  and  have  a  much 
better  economic  situation  in  the  United  States. 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Jim  Evans,  executive  director  of  the  Urban  League  of 
Nebraska.  In  Nebraska,  over  20  percent  of  the  minorities— blacks,  Indians, 
Chicanos — are  unemployed,  and  amongst  the  minority  youth,  the  figure  is 
closer  to  50  percent.  Local  business,  industry,  government  have  not  been  able 
to  provide  an  adequate  number  of  jobs  and  opportunities  for  minorities.  As  a 
result,  we  have  a  disproportionate  number  of  young  minorities  in  our  prisons 
and  a  disproportionate  number  of  young  minority  mothers  on  welfare.  What 
plans  does  your  Administration  have  to  try  to  bring  the  level  of  minority  unem- 
ployment down  to  that  6-percent  level  we  talk  about  for  the  Nation  ? 

The  President.  Number  one,  it  is  vitally  important  to  improve  the  total 
economic  circumstances,  lowering  unemployment  to  a  figure  between  4  and  6 
percent.  We  are  not  there  yet  by  any  means,  but  I  think  we  have  made  some 
headway  and  we  will  make  some  more  in  the  months  ahead.  And  that  will 
come  about  as  we  improve  the  general  economic  situation  in  America. 

In  the  meantime,  we  do  have  programs  such  as  the  summer  youth  program 
where  I  recommended  and  Congress  approved  roughly  $450  milhon  for  this 
past  summer  to  give  jobs  to  the  youth  of  America  who  were  unemployed. 

We  have  a  number  of  manpower  training  programs  that  seek  to  train  an  indi- 
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vidual  for  a  specific  job  in  industry  or  in  the  service  area.  We  have  a  number  of 
programs  that  help  particularly  the  less  well  off  continue  in  the  field  of  higher 
education.  I  am  sure  you  v^ould  agree  v^ith  me  that  the  better  educated  minor- 
ities are,  the  better  prospects  they  have  for  better  jobs. 

So,  -wt  have  to  get  more  of  them  into  the  mainstream  of  higher  education,  and 
"wt  are  making  headv^ay  there.  Those  are  the  kind  of  programs  that  I  think, 
maybe  not  tomorrov^,  but  in  the  relatively  long  circumstances,  v^ill  provide  bet- 
ter jobs  and  more  meaningful  jobs  than  the  circumstances  are  today. 

Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President,  but  for  our  minority  youth,  you  knov^  it  has 
been  a  long  time  already. 

The  President.  I  agree,  but  the  quicker  w^e  get  our  economy  back  on  its  feet — 
and  we  are  making  headway — that  is  the  best  way  to  get  most  of  them  in  those 
circumstances  taken  care  of. 

NATIONAL  LABOR  RELATIONS  BOARD 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Tom  McFarland,  Teamsters  Local  Union  Number 
544.  We  would  like  to  ask,  what  are  the  tentative  plans  of  this  Administration  to 
erase  or  m^odify  the  conflict  of  agency  rule  between  the  National  Labor  Relations 
Board  and  the  Equal  [Employment]  Opportunity  Commission  as  it  relates  to 
organized  labor  application  of  the  seniority  provisions  of  their  contracts  ? 

The  President.  Well,  let  me  just  say  this:  The  NLRB  is  an  independent  com- 
mission or  board,  and  the  last  thing  I  think  you  would  want  me  to  do  is  to  tell 
them,  if  I  could,  what  they  should  do,  because  the  interference  in  those  inde- 
pendent boards  and  commissions  by  a  President  should  not  be  tolerated.  In  fact, 
any  such  direct  interference  should  be  condemned. 

I  must  say  that  if  there  is  a  conflict,  it  ought  to  be  resolved  by  a  commonsense 
approach  by  the  NLRB  on  the  one  hand  and  the  other  agency  on  the  other.  We 
will  look  into  it. 

I  frankly  confess  I  am  not  an  expert  on  this,  but  we  will  look  into  it  and  see 
what  we  can  do  to  straighten  it  out  without  interfering  with  the  independent 
status  of  the  NLRB. 

VOCATIONAL  EDUCATION 

[IL]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Steve  Kampfe,  and  I  am  representing  the 
Nebraska  Future  Farmers  of  America.  Mr.  President,  with  the  demand  and  need 
for  well-qualified  personnel  in  agriculture  and  agribusiness  occupations  and  the 
decreased  number  of  farm-reared  youth,  what  role  is  the  Federal  Government 
going  to  play  in  dealing  with  this  issue  in  a  financial  way  through  vocational 
education  ? 
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The  President.  It  is  my  understanding  or  reaction  that  in  the  vocational 
education  program  overall,  in  recent  weeks  or  months  there  has  been  an  order 
issued  that  permits  the  Future  Farmers  of  America  and  five  other  comparable 
organizations  as  active  participants  in  organizations  that  w^ill  get  financial  assist- 
ance in  the  handling  of  vocational  education. 

This  v^ill  be  implemented.  I  think  it  is  a  right  step,  and  I  am  sure  that  the 
Future  Farmers  of  America  as  w^ell  as  the  other  five  organizations  w^ill  carry  out 
a  very  constructive  and  appropriate  role  in  teaching  young  people  who  are  inter- 
ested to  be  good  farmers  so  we  can  produce  a  better  crop  and  a  larger  supply. 
But  that  is  my  understanding  of  what  we  are  doing  with  the  six  organizations 
such  as  the  Future  Farmers. 

MEDICAL  AND  DENTAL   EDUCATION 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Dr.  Holthaus,  dean  of  the  School  of  Medicine 
at  Creighton  University.  I  am  sure  you  know,  Mr.  President,  that  in  the  State 
of  Nebraska  we  have  two  schools  of  medicine  and  two  schools  of  dentistry. 
Together  we  produce  255  M.D.'s  every  year  and  142  dentists.  This  represents 
176  physicians  per  million  population  and  97  dentists  per  million  population. 
This  is  by  far  and  away  in  excess  of  the  rate  of  production  of  any  other  State  in 
the  Union.  We  have  done  this  in  response  to  the  Federal  mandate  and  in  re- 
sponse to  the  demands  of  the  American  public  for  more  physicians  and  dentists. 

In  order  to  continue  to  do  this  at  this  rate,  it  is  absolutely  essential  that  we 
continue  to  receive  Federal  support  either  directly  to  the  institution  or  in  the 
form  of  Federal  dollars  available  for  student  loans.  Recently  the  Federal  support 
of  medical  and  dental  education  has  tended  to  trail  off.  My  question  to  you, 
Mr.  President,  is:  What  position  will  you  take  in  regard  to  current  Federal 
legislation  which  is  being  designed  to  support  medical  and  dental  education.'^ 

The  President.  I  don't  recall  the  precise  figures,  but  we  have  had  a  substantial 
program  that,  number  one,  added  to  or  built  new  facilities  for  medical  schools. 
We  have  had  programs  that  permit  student  loans  to  medical  students.  We  have 
had  programs  in  the  Department  of  Defense  where  a  person  can  get  rather 
substantial  financial  aid  if  he  is  going  to  medical  school,  provided  he  agrees 
to  take  2  or  4  or  5  years,  whatever  the  number  is,  and  stay  in  the  Army,  Navy, 
Air  Force,  or  Marines.  I  can't  quote  you  the  precise  figure,  but  it  has  been  sub- 
stantial both  in  buildings  and  financial  support  to  the  universities  or  the  medical 
schools  and  as  to  students. 

I  don't  want  to  kid  you  that  we  are  going  to  recommend  a  substantial  increase 
in  this  area.  I  think  I  have  to  be  very  honest  and  very  frank  with  you.  We  have 
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had  a  good  program.  We  will  continue  a  responsible  program.  But  I  don't 
think  it  is  fair  to  you  or  to  any  other  medical  school  or  dental  school  to  say 
that  we  are  going  to  substantially  increase  the  ratio  of  Federal  support.  We  will 
continue,  but  I  think  States  have  to  be  active  participants,  as  they  have  in  many 
cases.  But  we  have  got  a  serious  financial  crisis  in  the  Federal  Government  with 
a  deficit  this  fiscal  year  of  better  than  $60  billion,  and  the  probability,  if  Congress 
has  its  way,  of  it  being  over  $70  billion. 

So,  the  likelihood  of  any  expansion  of  any  Federal  programs  is  not  encourag- 
ing. We  will  do  our  best,  as  I  think  the  Federal  Government  has  in  the  past,  but 
I  can't  stand  up  here  and  promise  there  will  be  an  expansion  when  I  see  the 
overall  fiscal  problems  facing  the  Federal  Government. 

FOREIGN   AGRICULTURAL   SALES 

[13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Morris  Miller,  representing  Ak-Sar-Ben,  the 
Midwest's  largest  civic  organization.  We  specialize  in  support  of  all  types  of  agri- 
business activity. 

My  question  is  this:  Do  you  contemplate  negotiations  with  nations  other  than 
the  U.S.S.R.  for  long-term  contracts  covering  our  sale  to  them  of  agricultural 
products  ? 

The  President.  As  I  indicated,  we  are  also  in  the  process  of  negotiating  with 
Poland.  The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  had  their  comparable  agricultural  leader  in 
the  government  here  last  week,  or  this  week,  and  we  are  making  very  substantial 
headway  with  them. 

Of  course,  they  have  not  been  as  large  a  buyer  and  don't  potentially  have  as 
large  a  purchase  program  as  the  Soviet  Union,  but  we  believe  that  the  more 
agreements  we  make  with  countries  such  as  Japan,  the  Soviet  Union,  Poland, 
and  others,  the  better  it  is  for  agriculture  over  the  long  haul.  It  is  easier  to  do  it 
with  states  such  as  Poland  and  the  Soviet  Union,  because  they  buy  as  a  govern- 
ment, and  if  you  make  such  an  agreement,  I  think  it  is  a  good  investment.  And  we 
will  do  it  with  any  government  that  will  give  us  a  long-term  purchasing  agree- 
ment so  that  they  take  our  agricultural  products  at  fair  market  prices  in  the 
marketplace,  and  we  have  some  great  prospects  in  the  relatively  near  future. 

FEDERAL  SPENDING 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Carl  Spelts,  president  of  the  Nebraska  Associa- 
tion of  Commerce  and  Industry.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  big  concern  of  the 
business  and  industrial  community  in  Nebraska  is  inflation,  excessive  inflation, 
and  it  is  the  consensus  of  opinion  that  the  cause  of  this  inflation  is  excessive 


1576 


October  1  Gerald  R,  Ford,  1975  [602] 

spending  at  the  Federal  level.  The  question  is:  What  can  you  and  your  Admin- 
istration do  to  convince  Congress  that  continued  Federal  spending  v^ill  be  the 
ruination  of  our  economy,  and  also,  what  can  we  as  an  association  do  to  help  ? 

The  President.  I  feel  very  strongly  that  the  excessive  spending  at  the  Federal 
level  is  a  basic  cause  of  inflation.  A  $60  billion  deficit  of  the  Federal  Government 
this  year,  this  12-month  period,  is  bad.  It  will  be  that  much  worse  if  Congress 
forces  us  to  spend  another  10,  which  will  make  it  $70  billion,  or  another  20, 
which  will  make  it  $80  bilUon. 

Now  we  are  making  some  headway.  I  vetoed  38  bills  since  I  took  office  about  a 
year  ago.  All  but  several  have  been  sustained,  sustained  by  one-third  or  better. 
Those  that  have  been  sustained  have  saved  roughly  $6  billion. 

And  I  am  going  to  veto  some  more  if  they  keep  sending  them  down  with 
excessive  spending.  It  just  has  to  be  done  if  we  are  going  to  preserve  any  fiscal 
integrity. 

I  have  found  recently  in  the  Congress  a  greater  realization  of  this  problem. 
First,  in  1974  they  passed  a  new  budget  act  which  sets  a  spending  ceiling  by 
April  15  every  year  on  expenditures.  And  I  think  both  Senator  Curtis  and  Sena- 
tor Hruska  would  agree  with  me  that  that  requirement  has  made  the  Congress 
considerably  more  responsible  at  least  in  the  recognition,  if  not  in  the  action,  on 
how  to  handle  spending. 

But  how  we  educate  the  American  people — I  think  this  has  to  be  done  in  our 
schools,  in  our  various  civic  organizations,  through  the  news  media.  A  $60  to 
$70  billion  deficit  this  year  and  another  one  of  $30,  $40,  or  $50  billion  next  year— 
that  is  not  healthy  as  we  try  to  combat  the  problems  of  inflation. 

So,  I  just  hope  everybody  understands  it  is  not  that  we  want  to  be  penurious, 
because  virtually  every  program  this  year  got  as  much  or  slightly  more  than 
they  got  last  year  as  required  by  law.  And  we  just  can't  go  on  without  taking 
some  firm,  tough  action. 

PUBLIC  SERVICE  EMPLOYMENT 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Jim  Wengert,  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Iowa  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  AFL-CIO.  I  think  you  have  touched  on  my  question  by  one 
of  the  other  gentlemen  that  have  asked  it.  So,  I  will  kind  of  rephrase  my  ques- 
tion. Because  we  just  got  over  the  State  AFL-CIO  convention  in  Iowa  here  a 
couple  of  weeks  ago,  and  I  think  the  State  of  Iowa,  at  least  from  our  member- 
ship standpoint  at  that  convention,  was  that  we  don't  want  handouts  in  this 
country.  We  want  jobs.  Along  that  kind  of  a  theme,  could  you  support  a  pro- 
gram in  this  country  that  the  Government  of  this  country  would  become  the 
employer  of  last  resort  so  our  people  can  get  jobs  ? 
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The  President.  I  might  say  Dr.  Arthur  Burns  just  recommended  that.  So, 
let  me  put  it  this  way:  It  all  depends  on  how  you  define  it.  Dr.  Burns — and  I 
talked  to  him  about  it  the  other  day — his  thought  of  the  Government  being  an 
employer  of  last  resort — and  he  spelled  this  out  in  a  speech  down  in  Atlanta — ^is 
that  you  hire  people  at  less  th^n  the  minimum  wage,  but  you  give  them  a  job  on 
the  theory  that  if  they  are  working  at  less  than  the  minimum  wage,  that  is  an 
incentive  for  them  to  go  out  and  find  a  better  job.  I  don't  think  that  is  what  you 
are  thinking  of. 

Q.  No,  I  am  not.  [Laughter] 

The  President.  So,  that  is  why  I  think  you  have  to  define  what  you  are  talk- 
ing about  as  the  Government  being  an  employer  of  last  resort.  I  was  about  to  say 
earlier  I  was  glad  to  see  the  Iowa  AFL-CIO  and  Arthur  Burns  agreeing. 

Q.  No,  that  isn't  true. 

The  President.  But  obviously  in  this  case  you  don't. 

I  think  that  the  present  programs  of  unemployment  insurance  with  the  ex- 
tended material  we  have,  which  is  enough  incentive  to  get  people  to  look  for 
jobs,  is  better  than  a  massive  program. 

Now,  I  am  not  saying  we  don't  have  massive  programs  to  some  extent.  We 
have  public  service  employment  jobs  now  that  cost  us  about  $4  to  $5  billion  a 
year.  Now,  that  employs  roughly  350,000  people  who  are  not  otherwise  em- 
ployed, and  that  is  done  primarily  through  your  city  and  State  agencies. 

For  us  to  undertake  a  job  to  hire  everybody,  I  think,  is  not  the  right  approach. 
We  want  jobs  emphasized  in  the  private  sector.  And  if  we  handle  our  affairs 
properly,  we  won't  have  to  resort  either  to  extended  unemployment  compensa- 
tion or  employment  with  the  Government  as  that  agency  of  last  resort.  That  is  an 
easy  phrase,  but  I  just  think  there  are  enough  problems  in  it  that  we  ought  to 
find  other  answers  primarily  in  the  private  sector. 

agricultural  commodities  prices 

[16.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  V/endell  Gangwish,  one  of  the  farmers  that  you  re- 
ferred to  a  number  of  times  earlier,  speaking  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the 
Nebraska  Farm  Bureau  Federation.  First  of  all,  I  want  to  commend  you  and 
your  Cabinet  for  bringing  the  conference  to  Omaha,  and  Secretary  Butz  did 
more  than  a  commendable  job  in  setting  the  tone  for  the  conference.  Now,  in 
Nebraska  we  have  a  litde  bit  more  than  above-average  football  team.  We 
think 

The  President.  We  thought  we  had  one  at  Michigan,  too,  but  they  had  a 
little  trouble.  But  they  are  going  to  do  all  right.  [Laughter] 
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Q.  When  our  boys  come  on  the  field  to  play,  the  referees  officiate  the  game 
and  call  the  plays  by  the  same  rules  for  both  teams.  You  have  taken  a  strong 
stance  in  the  decontrol  of  oil  which,  to  me  and  to  us,  is  saying  that  the  market- 
place is  the  place  to  establish  price. 

Now,  some  2  to  3  years  ago  we  saw,  we  were  witnessing  price  controls.  We 
saw  these  controls  lifted  with  one  exception — beef.  Now  we  are  currently  wit- 
nessing some  restriction  in  feed  grains.  My  question  is,  Mr.  President,  we  would 
like  to  be  one  of  the  teams  and  have  the  game  called  by  the  same  rules.  We  kind 
of  look  at  this  as  somewhat  of  a  bending  of  the  rules.  We  would  like  to  see  the 
marketplace  the  determining  place  for  the  price  of  agricultural  products. 

The  President.  Before  answering  your  very  appropriate  question,  wouldn't 
all  of  you  like  to  have  Michigan  beat  Missouri  on  Saturday  ?  [Laughter] 

Q.  No,  no,  no.  [Laughter] 

The  President.  Well,  now  I  have  said,  and  I  will  repeat  it  here,  I  do  not 
think  that  wage  and  price  controls  are  the  right  remedy  for  a  healthy  economy 
in  the  United  States,  period. 

I  am  not  familiar  with  any  controls  we  have  on  the  price  of  agricultural  com- 
modities, including  feed  grains.  We  have  a  temporary  suspension  of  world  sales 
to  the  Soviet  Union,  but  for  a  purpose  of  making  the  market  for  agricultural 
products — corn,  wheat,  feed  grains — better.  And  I  think  a  4-  to  6-weeks  delay 
at  the  most  is  the  best  way  to  get  that  assured  market. 

In  the  meantime,  as  I  recall  grain  prices — what  is  it,  wheat  is  about  $4.20; 
corn  is  about  $3.05;  I  have  forgotten  what  soybeans  are;  $5-something,  is  it? — 
we  are  going  to  see  that  the  farmer  gets  a  good  price,  fair  price  in  the  market- 
place, but  we  are  also  interested  in  having  him  an  assured  market  over  a  long 
period  of  time  from  a  buyer  that  will  buy  a  lot  of  corn  and  wheat,  et  cetera. 

If  we  can  just  be  a  little  patient  for  this  interim  where  we  haven't  had  any 
precipitous  drop  in  wheat  and  corn  prices  in  the  last  month — have  we.  Earl  ? 

Secretary  Butz.  They  have  increased. 

The  President.  As  I  say,  I  think  they  are  in  pretty  good  shape.  But  we  want 
a  big  market,  and  that  in  the  long  term  is  in  the  best  interest.  And  a  little  time,  if 
you  are  a  little  more  patient,  we  will  get  a  good  deal  for  you. 

NEW  YORK  city 

[17.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Paul  Amen,  representing  the  Lincoln  Chamber 
of  Commerce.  Here  in  the  Midwest  we  sense  that  pressure  is  building  in  Wash- 
ington to  have  the  Federal  Government  rescue  financially  New  York  City. 
What  is  the  Administration's  position  at  this  time  ? 
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The  President.  How  many  here  would  urge  that  the  Federal  Government 
bail  out  New  York  City?  [Laughter']  Here  is  one  gentleman. 

Well,  New  York  is  in  terrible  shape.  Even  after  the  indications  that  they  were 
going  to  straighten  out  their  problems  under  a  3-year  program,  they  are  going 
to  have  a  deficit  between  income  and  outgo  this  year  of  $1  billion. 

That  is  unbelievable.  They  won't  get  to  a  balanced  budget  even  under  this 
program  of  austerity  until  3  years  from  now.  They  are  in  a  fiscal  bind  caused  by 
bad  management  for  the  last  10  or  12  years. 

Now,  Mayor  Beame  is  not  totally  responsible  for  it.  His  predecessors  were 
contributors.  They  have  got  a  tough  problem.  There  is,  at  the  present  time — 
and  I  see  no  prospect  of  any  change,  any  Federal  bailout. 

We,  I  think,  have  to  be  cognizant  of  what  might  happen  in  financial  markets. 
Not  only  the  banks  in  New  York  City  but  banks  all  over  the  country  hold  bonds 
and  paper  from  the  city  of  New  York. 

But  I  think  there  are  remedies  within  existing  law  that  can  ameliorate  many 
of  those  problems.  I  don't  think  that  the  Federal  Government  ought  to  step  in 
and,  in  effect,  begin  to  manage  the  city  of  New  York.  I  didn't  recommend  that 
the  State  of  New  York  move  in,  but  they  did,  and  now  they  may  have  com- 
pounded the  problem. 

But  nevertheless,  I  find  little  sentiment  in  the  Congress — and  obviously  I 
found  very  little  here — [laughter] — for  the  Federal  Government  to  come  in  and 
bail  out  bad  fiscal  management  over  a  period  of  time  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

THE  THIRD  WORLD 

[18.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Beverly  Evertt,  representing  the  American  Asso- 
ciation of  University  Women. 

I  would  like  to  shift  gears,  if  I  may,  and  get  us  a  little  bit  into  international 
economics.  I  would  like  to  ask,  that  of  the  demands,  six  or  seven  of  them,  made 
by  the  Third  World  countries  in  regard  to  the  new  economic  order,  which  do 
you  see  as  being  of  benefit  both  to  the  United  States  and  to  those  nations?  I 
am  speaking  of  the  release  of  debt.  I  am  speaking  of  the  sovereignty  over  natural 
resources,  and  that  list  of  six  or  seven  that  has  been  brought  out  in  the  United 
Nations  of  late. 

The  President.  Well  of  course,  at  the  Seventh  Special  Session  that  took  place 
a  month  ago.  Secretary  Kissinger  made  a  very  broad  speech  in  response  to  the 
demands  of  the  underdeveloped  nations.  They,  of  course,  talk  about  a  new 
world  order.  We  don't  think  their  problems,  the  sale  of  their  natural  resources, 
necessarily  argue  for  a  new  world  economic  order.  We  would  rather  talk  in 
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terms  of  taking  each  one  of  the  commodities  and  handhng  them  on  a  case-by- 
case  basis — zinc,  tin,  bauxite,  coffee,  et  cetera. 

So,  we  are  not  going  to  be  a  part  of  any  scheme  to  estabHsh  a  new  world 
order,  a  new  world  economic  order.  I  want  that  crystal  clear.  But  we  will  work 
with  those  nations,  as  Secretary  Kissinger  said,  on  a  case-by-case  basis  of  trying 
to  assure  them  of  adequate  income  from  their  natural  resources. 

The  approach  that  we  took  with  Secretary  Kissinger  s  speech  has  created  a 
totally  new  and  a  very  beneficial  attitude  by  these  countries  vis-a-vis  the  United 
States.  Instead  of  just  slamming  down  our  foot  and  saying  we  won't  talk  with 
you  or  we  won't  try  to  solve  the  problems— and  that  hard-line  attitude  was 
exacerbating  our  relations  in  the  United  Nations— we  now  are  really  in  an 
exceptionally  good  position  to  work  with,  deal  with,  and  get  support  from 
these  underdeveloped  nations. 

I  think  the  best  example  was  our  agreement  that  we  would  sign  and  be- 
come a  part  of  the  tin  agreement.  That  gesture  on  our  part,  which  won't  have 
any  adverse  impact  on  the  United  States,  has  helped  in  a  very  constructive  way 
our  relations  with  these  underdeveloped  countries. 

So,  rather  than  talk  about  some  theoretical  new  world  economic  order,  we 
are  going  to  talk  about  how  you  solve  your  problem,  and  that  has  produced  some 
good  results  for  us  in  the  United  Nations. 

Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  Bill  just  tried  to  cut  you  off,  but  I  will  be  the  good  guy. 
[Laughter] 

FEDERAL   SPENDING 

[19.]  Q.  Being  number  17  and  last,  it  was  a  question  of  whether  we  would 
make  it  or  not.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Charles  Wilson  of  Red  Oak,  Iowa.  I  am  the 
chairman  of  the  Iowa  Manufacturer's  Association.  We  are  concerned  with  the 
apparent  lack  of  public  understanding  of  the  fiscal  economies  and  of  the  very 
great  importance  of  fiscal  responsibility.  This  is  leading  us  to,  we  believe,  or  is 
the  cause  of,  many  detrimental  effects,  for  instance,  very  massive  welfare  pro- 
grams, which  are  very  expensive  and  which  lead  inevitably  to  lower  productivity. 
Another  example  would  be  the  expensive  overregulation  of  industry  and  of  the 
country  in  general,  the  cost  of  which  must  be  passed  on  to  the  consumer. 

Our  question:  We  would  like  to  know  what  steps  are  or  can  be  taken,  or  what 
we  can  do,  to  improve  the  public  understanding  of  the  fiscal  responsibility  of 
our  Government? 

The  President.  To  some  extent,  I  may  have  answered  that  question  earlier. 
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I  think  it  is  an  educational  process,  and  the  sooner  we  start,  the  better,  with  the 
youth  of  America.  They  really  have  a  bigger  stake  in  the  future  of  this  country 
than  some  of  us  older  folks. 

If  they  can  be  taught  that  the  United  States,  by  any  standard  of  comparison, 
has  produced  more  freedom,  more  material  goods,  and  more  benefits  than  any 
other  country  throughout  the  world,  present  or  past,  then  I  think  they  will  get 
an  enthusiasm  for  it. 

But  it  has  to  start  in  the  school  system.  It  has  to  start  in  the  home.  It  has  to 
start  in  various  organizations,  through  the  Future  Farmers  of  America,  et  cetera. 

I  think  we  are  making  some  headway,  and  we  can't  quit  just  because  it  is  slow 
progress.  When  I  travel — I  don't  care  where  in  this  world — I  come  back  and  say 
how  lucky  I  was  that  I  was  born  in  the  United  States  and  I  am  a  citizen  of  this 
country. 

Sure,  that  doesn't  mean  that  we  solved  all  our  problems — far  from  it.  It  doesn't 
mean  that  we  can't  do  better.  It  doesn't  mean  that  we  should  be  complacent 
and  satisfied.  But  when  you  take  a  look  wherever  you  go,  we  have  more  oppor- 
tunity, more  freedom,  more  material  benefits,  and  we  should  just  thank  our 
good  Lord  that  we  are  Americans. 

We  should  continue  to  work  at  improving  the  situation,  and  we  can  through 
the  educational  process.  I  don't  have  a  pat  formula,  but  I  sure  have  faith  that 
it  will  happen. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:35  p.m.  in  the  Grand  troduced  by  William  J.  Baroody,  Jr.,  Assistant  to 
Ballroom  at  the  Omaha  Hilton  Hotel.  He  was  in-       the  President  for  Public  Liaison. 

603 

Remarks  of  Welcome  to  Emperor  Hirohito  of  Japan. 

October  2,  1975 

Your  Majesties: 

It  is  an  honor  for  me  to  extend  to  you,  on  behalf  of  the  American  people,  a 
w^arm  and  heartfelt  w^elcome  to  the  United  States. 

Mrs.  Ford  joins  me  v^ith  the  greatest  personal  pleasure  for  both  of  us  in  greet- 
ing Your  Majesties  here  today. 

This  first  state  visit  for  an  Emperor  and  Empress  of  Japan  to  the  United 
States  is  an  historic  occasion  v^ith  profound  importance.  Japan  and  the  United 
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States  have  had  a  special  and  unique  relationship  since  the  days  when  Commo- 
dore Perry  sailed  to  Japan  more  than  120  years  ago. 

Our  early  relations  were  marked  by  many  memorable  events.  The  United 
States  was  the  first  country  to  establish  a  treaty  relationship  with  Japan,  the 
first  testation  a  consul  in  Japan,  and  the  first  to  receive  a  diplomatic  mission 
from  Japan.  That  mission  was  received  by  President  Buchanan  in  1860  here  in 
the  White  House. 

During  the  illustrious  reign  of  your  illustrious  grandfather.  Emperor  Meiji, 
Japan  chose  the  United  States  as  the  first  stop  for  the  Iwakura  mission.  Japan's 
special  envoys  were  received  by  President  Grant. 

After  President  Grant  left  the  Presidency,  he  visited  Japan  and  met  the 
Emperor.  This  was  in  1879,  almost  a  century  ago.  Emperor  Meiji  said,  "America 
and  Japan,  being  near  neighbors,  separated  only  by  an  ocean,  will  become 
more  and  more  closely  connected  with  each  other  as  time  goes  on." 

These  prophetic  words  symbolized  our  mutual  desire  to  establish  a  sound  and 
lasting  friendship.  What  was  a  century  ago  a  visionary  goal  has  now  become  a 
reality  for  miUions  of  Americans  and  Japanese. 

Our  peoples  are  bound  together  by  a  multitude  of  institutional  and  personal 
ties.  The  constant  flow  of  knowledge,  ideas,  and  cultural  influences  between  our 
two  countries  enriches  the  depth  and  meaning  of  our  ties  each  year.  It  is  this 
broad  public  involvement  which  fulfills  the  hopes  of  our  early  leaders. 

The  greetings  of  friendship  which  we  exchange  today  represent  the  deep 
sentiments  of  both  nations. 

At  a  time  when  the  benefits  of  cooperative  relations  between  our  two  countries 
are  mutually  acclaimed.  Your  Majesty's  visit  symbolizes  and  strengthens  the  ties 
of  friendship  between  our  two  peoples. 

The  warm  memories  of  my  trip  to  Japan  last  fall  remains  vivid.  Mrs.  Ford  and 
I  have  happily  anticipated  Your  Majesty's  visit.  We  earnestly  hope  that  your 
stay  in  Washington  and  your  journey  to  other  parts  of  the  United  States  will  be 
as  pleasant  to  Your  Majesties  personally  as  they  are  important  to  the  history  of 
our  two  great  nations. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:55  a.m.  on  the  Empress  and  I  deeply  appreciate  your  kind  invita- 

South  Lawn  at  the  White  House  where  Emperor  tion  to  pay  this  official  visit. 

Hirohito   was  given  a  formal   welcome  with  full  We  are  indeed  delighted  to  be  here  at  this  his- 

military  honors.  toric  moment  on  the  very  eve  of  the  Bicentennial 

Emperor  Hirohito  spoke  in  Japanese.  His  response  of    American    Independence    when    the    American 

was  translated  by  an  interpreter  as  follows:  people  reflect  on  the  past  and  look  to  the  future. 
Mr.  President,  Mrs.  Ford,  ladies  and  gentlemen:  For  me,  also,  this  visit  is  a  valuable  opportunity  to 

Thank   you   most   sincerely,   Mr.   President,   for  reflect  on  the  past  relationships  between  Japan  and 

your  gracious  words  of  welcome.  It  has  long  been  the  United  States  and  look  to  its  future.  Our  peoples 

my  wish  to  come  to  the  United  States,  and  the  withstood   the  challenges  of  one   tragic  interlude 
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when  the  Pacific  Ocean,  symbol  of  tranquillity,  was  the  mutual  trust  between  our  two  peoples.  Although 

instead  a  rough  and  stormy  sea,  and  have  built  today  our  stay  in  your  country  is  for  but  a  brief  2  weeks, 

unchanging  ties  of  friendship  and  good  will.  we  hope  to  meet  with  Americans  from  every  walk 

I  feel  immeasurably  gratified  by  this  happy  de-  of  life  and  to  glimpse  a  variety  of  American  sights, 

velopment  and  look  forward  with  great  anticipation  We  will  be  happy  if  we,  too,  can  contribute  to 

to  the  future  of  our  relationship.  everlasting    friendship    between    our    two    peoples 

Mr.  President,  you  visited  Japan  last  year  as  the  through  our  visit, 

first  incumbent  President  of  the  United  States  to  May  I  thank  you  again,  Mr.  President,  for  your 

do  so  and  impressed  us  deeply  by  your  eagerness  warm  hospitality.  Permit  me,  also,  to  extend  to  all 

to  meet  and  mingle  with  our  people.  the  citizens  of  your  great  country  my  best  wishes  for 

I  know  that  your  visit  has  contributed  greatly  to  continued  prosperity. 
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Letter  Accepting  the  Resignation  of  Stanley  S.  Scott, 
Special  Assistant  to  the  President.     October  2,  1975 

Dear  Stan: 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  October  2,  and  it  is  v^ith  sincere  gratitude  for  your 
many  years  of  dedicated  public  service  that  I  accept  your  resignation  from  the 
White  House  staff  upon  a  date  to  be  determined.  You  have  served  very  effec- 
tively as  Special  Assistant  to  the  President  and  before  that  as  Assistant  to  the 
Director  of  Communications  of  the  Executive  Branch.  I  knov^  the  w^ork  has  been 
demanding,  but  v^ith  your  ability,  candor  and  energy,  you  have  made  significant 
contributions  in  the  important  field  of  minority  relations.  I  am  sorry  to  lose  you. 

I  fully  understand  your  desire  to  accept  a  new  assignment  at  the  Agency  for 
International  Development.  The  appointment  v^ill  provide  you  v^ith  a  larger 
opportunity  to  lend  your  w^ell-deserved  reputation  and  your  expertise  in  govern- 
ment to  helping  alleviate  some  of  the  difficult  and  complex  problems  facing 
Africa.  The  United  States  is  committed  to  helping  to  solve  those  problems  and 
your  appointment  reaffirms  that  commitment. 

In  departing  the  White  House  you  may  be  sure  you  take  v^ith  you  my  best 
w^ishes  as  well  as  my  deep  appreciation  for  a  job  well  done.  As  you  join  AID  I 
am  confident  that  you  will  continue  to  provide  the  leadership  needed  for  your 
important  new  responsibilities. 

Warmest  personal  regards, 

Jerry  Ford 

[The  Honorable  Stanley  S.  Scott,  The  White  House,  Washington,  D.C.  20500] 

note:    Mr.    Scott's    letter    of   resignation   read    as       Director  of  Communications,  and  later  as  a  Special 
follows:  Assistant  to  the  President. 

Mr.  President,  as  I  discussed  with  you  earlier,  I 
Dear  Mr.  President:  would  now  like  to  pursue  other  challenging  responsi- 

It  was  more  than  four  years  ago  that  I  was  asked  bilities  in  government,  and  hereby  submit  my 
to  join  the  White  House  staff  as  Assistant  to  the       resignation  effective  at  a  date  to  be  determined. 
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I  will  always  be  grateful  for  the  trust  and  con-  among  the  most  meaningful  and  rewarding  experi- 

fidence  you  placed  in  me  when  you  asked  me  to  ences  of  my  life. 

continue  in  my  position  when  you  became  our  Presi-  Mr.  President,  my  decision  to  seek  new  challenges 

dent.  I  shall  remember  fondly  our  personal  relation-  was  not  an  easy  one.  My  years  here,  while  hectic 

ship  when  you  were  Vice  President.  and  always  active,  have  also  been  personally  very 

We  are  fortunate  to  have  you  as  our  President.  rewarding. 

We  badly  need  your  ongoing  leadership  to  restore  I  consider  it  an  honor  and  a  privilege  to  have 

confidence  in  government.  I  believe,  as  you  do,  that  been  able  to  work  with  you.  Let  me  assure  you  that 

there  is  much  to  be  done  to  make  the  American  i  shall  do  my  best  to  represent  my  Country  ably 

dream  a  reality  for  all  Americans.  Equally  important,  ^^^  ^^^  j^  whatever  task  lies  ahead. 

I  agree  with  your  remarks  stated  to  me  more  than  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^.^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  The  First  Lady, 

a  year  ago  when  you  said:    *We  can  make  the  ^,.         . 

American  dream  a  reality  if  we  all  pull  together  as  Stanley  S    Scott 

a  people  for  the  common  good."  _      -  i   ^    - .    ^  ^    ^l    n     -j    ^ 

^.                         ti          u         £i-t--u.  Special  Assistant  to  the  President 

Servmg  my  country  has  always  been  or  the  highest  '^ 

importance  to  me,  and  the  opportunity  to  participate  [The   President,   The   White   House,   Washington, 

at  the  highest  level  of  government  will  always  be  D.C.  20500] 
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Message  on  the  Observance  of  Ramadan. 
October  2,  1975 

AS  OUR  fellow  Americans  of  the  Islamic  faith  look  forward  to  the  celebration 
of  the  special  feast  days  at  the  end  of  Ramadan,  Mrs.  Ford  and  I  express  our 
greetings  and  best  wishes  to  each  of  you. 

For  you  it  is  a  time  of  renewal  and  remembrance.  It  is  an  opportunity  to 
rededicate  yourselves  to  your  religious  heritage  and  to  its  timeless  principles. 

For  all  your  fellow  Americans  it  is  a  chance  to  reflect  with  pride  and  admira- 
tion on  the  way  in  which  the  Islamic  heritage  enriches  all  of  us. 

Mrs.  Ford  and  I  hope  that  this  year's  holidays  will  be  especially  satisfying 
and  happy  ones  for  each  of  you. 

606 

Toasts  of  the  President  and  Emperor  Hirohito  of  Japan. 
October  2,  1975 

Your  Majesties,  our  distinguished  guests  from  Japan,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 
This  first  state  visit  to  the  United  States  by  an  Emperor  and  an  Empress  is 

an  occasion  of  great,  great  importance  to  all  of  us.  It  symbolizes  the  very  unique 

and  the  very  close  ties  of  friendship  between  our  countries  as  well  as  our  people. 
My  Nation,  Your  Majesties,  has  looked  forward  to  this  happy  occasion  for 

a  long,  long  time.  Four  years  ago,  it  was  a  great  honor  for  Americans,  for  you, 
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Your  Majesties,  to  stop  in  Alaska  at  the  beginning  of  your  first  foreign  travel 
as  an  Emperor  and  Empress.  On  that  occasion,  your  stay  was  much  too  brief. 
Last  year,  I  had  the  great  honor  of  being  the  first  incumbent  American 
President  to  visit  Japan.  And  I  am  grateful,  deeply  grateful,  and  v^as  obviously 
most  impressed  v^ith  the  v^onderful  reception  that  I  received  from  you,  as  v^ell 
as  the  people  of  Japan. 

The  first  official  visit  to  the  United  States  by  a  Japanese  Emperor,  occurring 
as  it  does  during  my  Administration,  is  another  source  of  great  personal  satis- 
faction. It  was  my  profound  pleasure  earlier  today  to  welcome  you  officially  to 
the  United  States  on  behalf  of  all  of  our  people. 

While  the  cultural  heritages  of  our  two  countries  are  quite  different,  our 
people  share  a  very  common  aspiration  and  a  similar  commitment  to  democratic 
freedoms  and  institutions. 

Your  Majesties,  we  confront  together  the  challenges  of  an  advanced  industrial 
society  and  seek  a  very  peaceful  world  in  which  all  nations  prosper  and  all 
people  pursue  fulfilling  lives. 

Because  Americans  and  Japanese  have  patiently  nurtured  these  very  funda- 
mental bonds,  our  cultural  differences  have  been  a  source  of  mutual  enrichment 
rather  than  a  barrier  to  friendship  and  to  understanding. 

Through  the  interaction  of  our  peoples,  Japan  has  very  profoundly  influenced 
America.  Japanese  cherry  trees,  as  we  all  know,  are  well  known  to  Americans 
because  of  their  very  prominent  place  in  the  heart  of  our  National  Capital. 
These  very  beautiful  cherry  blossoms  symbolize  the  profound  cultural  influence 
of  Japan  on  modern  America. 

Japan's  art,  its  architecture,  its  pottery,  its  prints,  its  gardens,  and  almost  above 
all,  its  graciousness,  all  have  enriched  American  life  and  American  thought.  The 
Japanese  emphasis  on  consensus  and  harmony  in  human  relations  also  influences 
the  life  as  well  as  the  work  of  the  American  people. 

Because  Japan's  influence  upon  America  has  been  very  subtle,  it  is  not  always 
easily  recognized.  Therefore,  Your  Majesty's  visit  provides  Americans  an  oppor- 
tunity to  pause  and  acknowledge  your  country's  contributions  to  our  national 
culture. 

Your  Majesties,  I  can  assure  you  that  America  places  the  highest  possible  value 
on  our  distinctive  and  mutually  beneficial  relations  with  your  nation.  Americans 
are  determined  to  preserve,  Americans  are  determined  to  strengthen  our  ties  of 
friendship  and  cooperation  with  Japan. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  in  that  spirit,  I  ask  all  of  you  to  join  me  in  a  toast  to 
Their  Majesties'  continued  good  health  and  to  the  perpetuation  of  the  sincere 
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friendship  between  the  American  and  Japanese  people,  which  this  historic  visit 
symboHzes. 
Your  Majesties. 


note:  The  President  spoke  at   10:21   p.m.  in  the 
State  Dining  Room  at  the  White  House. 

Emperor  Hirohito  spoke  in  Japanese.  His  response 
was  translated  by  an  interpreter  as  follows: 

Mr.  President,  Mrs.  Ford,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  wish  to  offer  my  sincere  appreciation  for  your 
most  thoughtful  words.  I  am  deeply  moved  by  your 
warm  expression  of  good  will  toward  Japan  and  the 
people  of  Japan. 

Your  visit  to  Japan  last  fall,  Mr.  President,  brought 
a  bright  and  happy  page  in  the  120-year-long  history 
of  Japanese-American  relations.  Ever  since  your  visit, 
the  Empress  and  I  have  been  looking  forward  to  this 
moment  when  we  might  be  with  you  again,  Mr. 
President,  and  with  Mrs.  Ford  for  the  first  time. 

We  also  thank  you  cordially  for  your  gracious 
hospitality  this  evening  at  the  White  House.  We  are 
mindful  that  in  this  house  great  leaders  of  your 
country  have  presided  since  the  early  years  of  the 
Nation,  making  their  indelible  marks  on  national 
and  world  history. 

Our  first  night  in  the  United  States  we  spent  at 
Williamsburg,  resting  from  our  long  journey  and 
savoring,  in  the  calm  atmosphere  of  that  picturesque 
town,  historic  reminders  of  the  birth  of  this  Nation. 
Those  associations  are  deepened  for  us  tonight,  in 
your  company  and  in  this  historic  house. 

I  recall  the  wise  counsel  which  your  first  President, 
George  Washington,  gave  the  American  people  upon 
leaving  the  Office  of  the  Presidency  in  1796:  "Observe 
good  faith  and  justice  towards  all  nations.  Cultivate 
peace  and  harmony  with  all." 

This  precept  is  still  valid  in  today's  world.  It  is  an 
idea  shared  by  the  Japanese  people  in  their  continu- 
ing efforts  to  cultivate  peace  and  harmony  within  the 
international  community. 

It  has  been  my  wish  for  many  years  to  visit  the 
United  States.  There  is  one  thing  in  particular  which 
I  have  hoped  to  convey  to  the  American  people. 


should  my  visit  be  materialized;  that  is,  to  extend  in 
my  own  words  my  gratitude  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  for  the  friendly  hand  of  good  will  and 
assistance  their  great  country  afforded  us  for  our 
postwar  reconstruction  immediately  following  that 
most  unfortunate  war,  which  I  deeply  deplore. 

Today,  a  new  generation  with  no  personal 
memory  of  those  years  is  about  to  be  in  the 
majority  in  both  our  countries.  Yet  I  am  confi- 
dent that  the  story  of  the  generosity  and  good  will 
of  the  American  people  will  be  retold  from  gen- 
eration to  generation  of  Japanese  for  the  rest  of 
time. 

The  United  States  has  made  extraordinary  con- 
tributions to  the  well-being  and  progress  among 
mankind  during  the  past  two  centuries.  Today, 
on  the  eve  of  your  Bicentennial  and  amidst  the 
shifting  tides  of  history,  the  United  States  con- 
tinues to  stand  for  the  high  ideals  which  gave 
this  Nation  birth. 

The  American  people  are  still  contributing  to 
further  development  of  this  most  vigorous  and 
creative  society  and  to  the  building  of  peace  and 
prosperity  in  the  world. 

Mankind  is  now  engaged  in  a  common  en- 
deavor— the  creation  of  a  just  and  peaceful  inter- 
national community.  For  this  lofty  objective,  it  is 
my  hope  that  Japan  and  the  United  States,  as  two 
powerful  and  stable  nations,  will  cooperate  ac- 
tively on  the  basis  of  even  better  understanding 
of  each  other  through  further  dialog,  drawing 
strengths  from  the  richness  of  our  past  histories 
and  traditions. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  propose  a  toast  to  the 
health  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America  and  Mrs.  Ford,  and  to  the  American 
people  on  the  threshold  of  your  third  glorious 
century  as  a  nation. 


607 

Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on  Budget  Deferrals. 
October  5,  1975 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Impoundment  Control  Act  of  1974, 1  herewith  trans- 
mit ten  supplementary  reports  which  extend  previously  reported  deferrals  of 
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funds  provided  by  the  continuing  resolution  for  fiscal  year  1976.  Eight  of  the 
deferrals  are  for  programs  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  two  deferrals 
are  for  programs  in  the  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare.  The 
supplementary  reports  reflect  an  addition  of  $76.4  million  in  budget  authority 
deferred  when  compared  with  their  original  reports. 

Generally,  the  Congress  considers  the  funds  appropriate  to  each  program  only 
in  the  regular  appropriations  bill.  The  continuing  resolution  establishes  certain 
categories  and  sets  standard  temporary  appropriation  levels  that  apply  uni- 
formly to  the  many  programs  within  each  of  these  categories.  I  am  proposing — 
for  the  programs  included  in  this  message — levels  that  differ  from  the  general 
levels  allowed  in  the  continuing  resolution.  The  Congress  is  now  in  the  process 
of  considering,  through  the  regular  1976  appropriations  bills,  my  specific  pro- 
posals for  each  of  these  programs.  The  deferrals  I  am  reporting  preserve  the  pos- 
sibility of  conducting  these  programs  in  1976  at  the  levels  I  have  recommended. 

The  details  of  each  deferral  are  contained  in  the  attached  reports. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
October  3, 1975. 

note:  The  attachments  detailing  the  deferrals  are  printed  in  the  Federal  Register  of  October  8,  1975 
(40  FR  47439). 
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Statement  on  Passage  of  a  Bill  To  Improve  United  States  Relations 
With  Turkey,  Greece,  and  Cyprus.     October  3,  1975 

I  WELCOME  the  passage  by  the  Congress  of  S.  2230,  which  provides  for  a  par- 
tial lifting  of  the  embargo  on  U.S.  arms  for  Turkey.  This  action  is  an  essential 
first  step  in  the  process  of  rebuilding  a  relationship  of  trust  and  friendship  with 
valued  friends  and  aUies  in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean. 

The  Congressional  vote  reflects  a  cooperative  effort  with  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  on  the  difficult  question  of  Cyprus  and  the  vital  task  of  restor- 
ing stability  and  security  along  NATO's  strategically  important  southern  flank. 

With  the  partial  lifting  of  the  embargo,  I  intend  to  take  action  in  four  broad 
areas  in  the  weeks  ahead. 

First,  we  will  seek  to  rebuild  our  security  relationship  with  Turkey  to  under- 
score that  Turkey's  membership  in  the  Western  Alliance  and  partnership  with 
the  United  States  serve  the  very  important  interest  of  both  nations. 
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Second,  we  will  make  a  major  effort  to  encourage  resumption  of  the  Cyprus 
negotiations  and  to  facilitate  progress  by  the  parties  involved — Greece,  Turkey, 
and  Cyprus — toward  a  peaceful  and  equitable  settlement  of  this  dispute.  In  this 
connection,  we  will  fulfill  whatever  role  the  parties  themselves  want  us  to  play 
in  achieving  a  settlement  acceptable  to  all.  In  accordance  with  S.  2230,  I  will 
submit  to  the  Congress  within  60  days  of  enactment  a  report  on  progress  made 
in  reaching  a  solution  to  the  Cyprus  problem. 

Third,  the  Administration  will  intensify  cooperation  with  appropriate  inter- 
national humanitarian  agencies  to  find  ways  to  alleviate  the  suffering  of  the 
many  people  displaced  as  a  result  of  the  1974  hostilities.  The  plight  of  these 
unfortunate  people  makes  progress  towards  solution  of  the  Cyprus  problem  all 
the  more  important. 

Finally,  the  Administration  intends  to  provide  support  to  the  democratic 
Government  of  Greece.  In  that  regard,  we  will  pursue  efforts  to  help  that  coun- 
try overcome  its  current  economic  and  security  problems.  Also  in  compliance 
with  S.  2230, 1  will  submit  within  60  days  my  recommendations  for  assistance  to 
Greece  for  fiscal  year  1976. 

Our  goals  in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean  in  the  months  ahead— to  help  the 
parties  involved  achieve  a  Cyprus  setdement,  to  rebuild  a  relationship  of  trust 
and  friendship  with  both  Greece  and  Turkey,  to  alleviate  the  suffering  on 
Cyprus,  and  to  meet  Greece's  needs  for  assistance — are  objectives  on  which  we 
all  can  agree.  Let  us  now  join  in  working  together  to  achieve  them. 

note:  As  enacted,  S.  2230,  approved  October  6,  1975,  is  Public  Law  94-104  (89  Stat.  508). 
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Veto  of  the  National  School  Lunch  Act  and  Child  Nutrition  Act 
of  1966  Amendments  of  1975.     October  3,  1975 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  am  returning  without  my  signature  H.R.  4222,  the  National  School  Lunch 
and  Child  Nutrition  Act  Amendments  of  1975. 

If  this  bill  provided  food  for  children  truly  in  need,  as  I  proposed  in  March,  I 
would  give  it  my  wholehearted  support  and  approve  it  immediately.  Children 
of  families  living  in  poverty  who  need  help  in  raising  their  level  of  nutrition 
should  receive  that  help. 

It  was  with  this  in  mind  that  I  recommended  early  this  year  a  reform  of  the 
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Federal  Government's  existing  child  feeding  programs.  My  proposal  would 
have  provided  assistance  by  the  Federal  Government  for  all  infants  and  chil- 
dren from  families  below  the  poverty  level.  It  would  have  halted  the  steady 
expansion  of  Federal  child  nutrition  subsidies  to  increasing  numbers  of  non- 
needy  children.  By  so  doing,  it  would  have  concentrated  more  funds  on  feeding 
needy  children,  yet  saved  the  taxpayers  of  this  Nation  almost  $4  biUion  over  the 
next  five  years. 

I  recommended  one  block  grant  be  made  to  States  to  provide  them  with 
greater  flexibility  to  tailor  food  and  nutrition  programs  to  their  own  conditions 
and  preferences.  At  the  same  time,  States  would  have  been  reUeved  of  much 
administrative  and  costly  red  tape.  Such  an  approach  would  eliminate  the 
wastefulness  of  present  overlapping  programs  which  often  subsidize  the  same 
meal. 

I  recognize  that  H.R.  4222  would  enlarge  our  present  efforts  to  feed  the 
needy  children  I  am  concerned  about.  But  it  would  go  far  beyond  that  and 
greatly  expand  Federal  subsidies  to  children  from  families  which  do  not  need 
Federal  subsidies. 

By  extending  aid  to  families  not  in  need,  this  bill  would  add  $1.2  billion  to  my 
budget  proposals  for  the  current  fiscal  year.  I  cannot  accept  such  fiscal  irrespon- 
sibility when  we  face  the  real  danger  that  the  budget  deficit  could  reach  $70 
billion  instead  of  the  already  high  limit  of  $60  billion  I  set  earlier  this  year.  As 
Congress  keeps  adding  to  the  deficit.  Congress  adds  to  inflationary  pressures 
which  could  push  us  back  into  recession. 

We  should  not  expand  subsidies  to  families  with  incomes  above  the  poverty 
level.  I  believe  the  way  to  help  most  American  families  is  to  take  actions  to 
hold  down  inflation  and  reduce  their  tax  burdens. 

The  consolidated  food  and  nutrition  program  I  proposed  in  March  for  needy 
children  would  have  greatly  improved  our  existing  programs.  The  program  sent 
to  me  by  the  Congress  with  disproportionate  subsidies  for  the  non-needy  is 
worse  than  the  programs  we  now  have. 

I  propose  to  the  Congress  two  choices:  (1)  Extend  our  present  programs  at 
this  time,  or  (2)  reconsider  and  act  favorably  on  my  proposal  for  needy  children. 
Either  course  would  be  in  the  best  interests  of  needy  children,  the  Nation's 
economic  health  and  the  taxpaying  public. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

October  3,  1975. 
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note:  On  October  7,  1975,  the  House  of  Representa-       veto.  As  enacted,  H.R.  4222  is  Public  Law  94-105 
tives  and  the  Senate  voted  to  override  the  President's        (89  Stat.  511). 
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Toasts  of  the  President  and  Emperor  Hirohito  of  Japan  at  a 
Dinner  Honoring  the  President.     October  3,  1975 

Your  Majesties: 

Mrs.  Ford  and  I  are  deeply  honored  to  be  your  guests  this  evening.  Japanese 
hospitaUty  is  always  warm  and  most  gracious,  as  I  can  testify  from  my  visit 
last  year  to  Tokyo  and  Kyoto. 

Your  kind  and  very  thoughtful  words  have  made  a  deep  impression  upon 
Mrs.  Ford,  myself,  and  the  American  people,  and  it  is  an  honor  for  me  this 
evening  to  have  an  opportunity  to  respond. 

Your  Majesties'  visit  to  Washington  has  been  pleasant,  as  I  have  gathered 
from  our  discussions,  but  all  too  brief.  Tomorrow,  you  leave  for  a  journey  across 
America.  Many  Americans  you  will  meet  and  the  places  you  will  visit  have 
longstanding  and  important  connections  with  Japan. 

I  am  very  pleased  that  Your  Majesty  will  see  some  of  our  small  towns  as  well 
as  our  great  cities.  The  farm  you  will  visit  in  Illinois  is  symbohc  of  the  im- 
portance of  agriculture  as  well  as  trade  in  American  and  Japanese  relations. 

I  am  particularly  happy  that  Your  Majesties  will  visit  the  oceanographic 
research  centers  in  Woods  Hole,  Massachusetts,  and  La  JoUa,  California,  where 
some  of  America's  leading  marine  biologists  will  have  an  opportunity  to  discuss 
matters  of  mutual  interest. 

Your  Majesty's  personal  role  in  scientific  research  symbolizes  the  contribution 
that  international  scientific  exchanges  have  made  to  the  advancement  of  knowl- 
edge in  our  two  nations  and  to  their  mutual  benefit. 

Mrs.  Ford  and  I  are  very  pleased  that  time  has  been  found  for  Your  Majesty, 
the  Empress,  to  meet  Americans  who  share  her  artistic  interests  and  humani- 
tarian concerns.  We  are  glad  that  you  will  also  have  time  to  relax  and  enjoy 
other  aspects  of  American  life,  such  as  football  on  Sunday,  Disneyland  later,  and 
the  tropical  beauty  of  Hawaii. 

Your  visit,  of  course,  draws  attention  as  well  to  the  place  Americans  of 
Japanese  ancestry  occupy  in  our  national  life.  While  their  numbers  are  not 
large,  their  contributions  to  American  life  have  been  most  significant. 


1591 


[610] 


Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


October  3 


Through  quiet  and  very  diUgent  endeavor,  Japanese- Americans  have  attained 
highly  respected  places  in  the  most  exalted  ranks  of  every  profession,  in  the  arts 
and  sciences  and,  of  course,  in  public  affairs.  The  cultural  heritage  that  they 
have  given  us  has  enriched  American  life.  They  are  actually  a  living  bond 
betv^een  our  two  great  countries. 

Your  Majesty,  v^hen  you  assumed  the  throne  in  1926,  you  chose  the  Japanese 
v^ords  showa,  meaning  "enlightened  peace,"  as  the  name  of  your  reign.  Those 
words  expressed  an  exalted  ideal,  and  now  in  the  unprecedented  50th  year  of 
your  reign,  the  Japanese  people's  accomplishments  and  their  place  in  the  world 
have  fulfilled  your  early  hopes. 

Your  Majesties'  historic  visit  has  enhanced  Japanese-American  relations  with 
a  new  dignity,  and  it  has  made  us  even  more  aware  of  the  benefits  of  peace  as 
well  as  friendship  between  us.  It  has  also  reinvigorated  our  shared  determina- 
tion to  encourage  even  closer  ties  and  greater  cooperation  between  the  Japanese 
and  the  American  people. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  ask  that  you  join  me  in  expressing  appreciation  for 
Their  Majesties'  hospitality  this  evening  as  I  propose  a  toast  to  Their  Majesties, 
the  Emperor  and  the  Empress  of  Japan. 


note:  The  President  spoke  at  approximately  10:45 
p.m.  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution  Building  in 
response  to  a  toast  by  Emperor  Hirohito. 

Emperor  Hirohito  spoke  in  Japanese.  His  remarks 
were  translated  by  an  interpreter  as  follows: 

Mr,  President,  Mrs.  Ford,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

The  Empress  and  I  are  gready  honored  to  be 
with  you  this  evening,  Mr.  President,  Mrs.  Ford, 
and  distinguished  great  guests  representing  the  broad 
spectrum  of  the  American  people. 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  to  impress  on  you 
our  sincere  appreciation  for  the  cordial  hospitality 
extended  to  us  by  the  President  and  the  people  of 
the  United  States. 

The  Japanese-American  relationship  began  some 
120  years  ago  when  Commodore  Matthew  Perry 
reached  our  shore  to  begin  the  process  of  opening 
Japan  to  the  outside  world.  Five  years  later  Japan 
dispatched  its  first  delegation  to  the  United  States 
on  the  mission  of  exchanging  the  instruments  of 
ratification  of  our  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce.  It 
is  recorded  that  the  delegation  visited  this  Smith- 
sonian Institution. 

One  of  Japan's  leading  intellectuals  at  the  time 
of  my  grandfather,  the  Emperor  Meiji,  was  Yukichi 
Fukuzawa.  He  accompanied  the  delegation  to  the 
United  States  aboard  the  escort  ship  Kanrin  Mam. 
Upon  his  return,  Fukuzawa  wrote  a  book  entitled 
"Seiyo-jijo"  or  "Things  Western."  In  this  volume 
Fukuzawa  described  how  the  United  States,  under 


the  "purest  form  of  republican  government,"  had 
been  living  up  to  the  ideals  of  its  Founding  Fathers, 
and  included  a  full  Japanese  translation  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  of  the  United  States. 
His  enlightening  suggestions  were  a  source  of  in- 
spiration to  the  Japanese  people  of  the  time,  who 
were  just  beginning  to  emerge  out  of  centuries  of 
isolation  into  the  age  of  modernization. 

Succeeding  generations  of  Japanese  and  Amer- 
icans have  built  on  those  early  interchanges,  es- 
tablishing in  our  time  a  relationship  of  extensive 
cooperation  in  political,  economic,  industrial,  aca- 
demic, cultural,  and  many  other  fields. 

Today,  as  the  United  States  is  about  to  celebrate 
its  Bicentennial,  Japan  and  the  United  States  have 
become  the  nearest  of  neighbors,  despite  the  vast 
reach  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  which  separates  our 
two  countries,  and  despite  the  great  distances  be- 
tween our  respective  histories,  traditions,  lan- 
guages, and  cultures.  Never  before  in  history  have 
two  such  distant  and  different  peoples  forged  such 
close  bonds  of  friendship. 

I  am  confident  that  friendship,  so  well  tested 
through  a  number  of  trials  in  the  past,  is  an 
enduring  one  which  will  withstand  whatever  vicis- 
situde there  may  be  in  future  history. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  ask  you  to  join  me  in 
a  toast  to  the  continued  health  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  of  America  and  Mrs.  Ford  and 
to  the  prosperity  of  this  great  Republic. 
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Remarks  at  Elkins,  West  Virginia. 
October  4,  1975 

Than\  you  very  much,  Harley.  Senator  Randolph,  Senator  Byrd,  Congressman 
SlacJ{,  Congressman  Hechler,  Mayor  Herron,  all  of  you  wonderful  people  from 
the  State  of  West  Virginia: 

It  is  a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  for  me  to  be  in  Elkins  and  in  Randolph 
Ck)unty. 

Let  me  say  it  was  a  special  privilege  to  fly  from  Washington  Wixh  your  two 
able  Senators  and  my  very  good  friends,  Jennings  Randolph  and  Bob  Byrd,  and 
it  was  also  delightful  to  have  in  the  plane  with  me — or  in  the  helicopter — my 
former  colleagues  in  the  House,  John  Slack  and  Ken  Hechler. 

Let  me  add,  if  I  might,  Harley  Staggers,  your  Congressman,  and  I — ^he  and  I 
came  to  the  Congress  together  in  January  of  1949.  We  served  together  until  a 
year  or  two  ago,  but  our  friendship  has  existed  for  a  good  many  years.  And 
although  we  have  had  some  differences — and  those  are  understandable — our 
friendship  has  transcended  any  partisan  differences  that  we  might  have  had. 

If  I  might  add  just  a  note  on  that  point,  one  of  the  great,  great  strengths  of  our 
political  system  is  the  fact  that  we  can  have  differences.  And  as  a  former  great 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  once  said,  "We  can  disagree  without 
being  disagreeable."  In  America  we  can  make  our  system  better  by  competition 
in  the  political  arena,  as  we  make  our  system  better  by  competition,  whether  it 
is  on  an  athletic  field,  whether  it  is  in  business  or  in  the  professions  or  in 
education. 

Back  in  1936,  the  late  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  came  to  Elkins.  And  at  that  time 
in  his  remarks  he  emphasized  the  need  and  necessity  for  conservation.  In  a  State 
like  West  Virginia  where  you  have  roughly  75  percent  of  your  State  covered  by 
beautiful  forests,  as  we  saw  in  the  flight  from  Washington,  conservation  is  an 
extremely  important  project  and  program  that  we  must  carry  out. 

We  are  making  substantial  headway  in  the  better  utilization  of  our  resources, 
the  management  of  those  resources  which  are  so  essential  to  a  better  America 
for  the  young  people  that  I  see  here. 

But  as  history  moves  along,  we  run  into  other  problems.  And  at  the  present 
time  in  the  United  States,  we  have  a  serious  energy  problem. 

But  again.  West  Virginia  can  play  and  does  play  a  tremendous  role.  You  have 
great  coal  resources  here  in  West  Virginia.  You  have  natural  gas,  and  as  we 
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move  along  to  try  and  find  the  keys  to  preserve  these  beautiful  forests  and  to 
properly  utilize  your  coal  and  natural  gas,  w^e  have  to  find  the  balance  that  v^ill 
give  to  America  the  strength  in  the  future  that  it  had  in  the  past. 

It  is  my  firm  conviction  and  belief  that  in  your  State  under  Governor  Arch 
Moore,  that  in  your  National  Capital  under  the  Congress  as  v^ell  as  the  Presi- 
dent, wt  can  find  that  very  important  narrow  line  that  permits  us  to  save 
America's  resources  and  at  the  same  time  to  use  them  to  keep  our  economy 
moving  forward,  that  will  keep  us  strong  and  invulnerable  against  any  outside 
forces. 

I  am  confident  in  the  days  ahead  what  we  have  seen  in  the  past  can  be  out- 
done, can  be  outshone,  that  we  can  keep  America  beautiful  and  strong  at  the 
same  time. 

When  I  first  came  to  the  Congress  back  in  1949,  Harley  Staggers  asked  me 
to  come  up  to  a  town  in  West  Virginia.  I  was  flattered  he  asked  me  to  come 
and  make  a  commencement  address  at  a  local  high  school.  And,  Harley,  I  look 
back  at  that  experience  in  Berkeley  Springs  with  great  nostalgia.  It  gave  me  an 
opportunity  for  the  first  time  to  meet  some  of  the  people  from  West  Virginia, 
to  see  firsthand  on  the  ground  these  natural  resources  and  the  beauty  of  your 
great  State. 

Lots  of  history  has  passed  since  that  June  of  1949.  We  have  had  problems 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  But  the  goodness  of  your  people  and  the  tremendous 
resources  that  you  have  are  still  the  strengths  of  West  Virginia.  And  I  am  told 
that  you  in  West  Virginia  say  that  your  great  State  is  almost  heaven.  I  think  it 
is  a  very  good  description  of  your  people  and  of  your  country. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:58  p.m.  at  the  Elkins  High  School  football  field  prior  to  participating  in  the 
Mountain  State  Forest  Festival  parade. 
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Remarks  at  a  Republican  Party  Fundraising  Dinner  in  Newark, 

New  Jersey.     October  4s  1975 

Thank,  you  very,  very  much,  Ed  Forsythe, 

May  I  reciprocate  by  thanking  you  for  the  many  times  that  you  were  helpful 
and  cooperative  and  for  the  fine  leadership  that  you  have  given  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  as  the  senior  delegate  in  the  Nev^  Jersey  delegation. 

May  I  also  express  my  deep  appreciation  to  Senator  Cliff  Case,  who  I  have 
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known  both  as  a  House  Member  and,  subsequently,  while  I  was  Vice  President 
and  now  President. 

Cliff,  I  am  most  grateful  for  your  help  and  assistance  and  understanding. 
New  Jersey  is  most  fortunate  to  have  you  as  United  States  Senator. 

Of  course,  I  am  delighted  to  see  Millicent  Fenwick  and  Matt  Rinaldo  here, 
who  I  learned  to  know  in  the  days  that  I  was  a  Member  of  the  House.  And  I  am 
grateful  to  them,  as  all  of  you  should  be  grateful  to  them,  for  their  contributions 
for  good  government  in  representing  you  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

I  got  a  bit  nostalgic  as  I  saw  Bill  Widnall,  Frank  Osmer,  Charlie  Sandman, 
Joe  Maraziti,  John  Hunt,  Bob  Kean,  former  Members  of  the  House  that  I 
served  with,  who  I  know  from  past  performance  and  their  contributions  to 
good  government,  not  only  from  the  point  of  view  of  New  Jersey  but  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  country  as  a  whole.  We  miss  each  and  every  one  of  you, 
and  your  contributions  will  never  be  forgotten.  We  thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Of  course,  Web  Todd  represents  the  best  in  party  leadership,  and  Web,  New 
Jersey  should  be  indebted  to  you  from  our  side  of  the  aisle  for  what  you  have 
done  and  especially  in  giving  us  the  kind  of  people  like  Jack  Ewing,  Steve 
Dudiak,^  and  all  the  others  who  have  worked  so  hard  to  make  this  party  a 
success. 

Let  me  say  with  great  emphasis  and  the  maximum  of  sincerity  that  Betty  and 
I  are  delighted  to  be  here  in  New  Jersey  and  especially  in  the  city  of  Newark. 
Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Speaking  of  Newark,  Mayor  Ken  Gibson,  it  is  deUghtful  to  see  you  with  us  this 
evening.  I  have  had  the  privilege  over  a  period  of  time  to  learn  of  the  problems 
that  Ken  has  had  in  the  city  of  Newark  and  the  monumental  efforts  that  he 
has  made  to  handle  those  difficulties  that  are  presented  to  a  mayor  of  a  city 
such  as  Newark. 

I  applaud  your  efforts  to  revitalize  the  city,  Ken.  Your  new  container  ports, 
your  commercial  buildings,  your  educational  institutions — I  think  these  testify 
to  the  commitment  that  a  person  is  making  to  make  this  city,  a  great  city  in  the 
history  of  the  United  States,  a  better  place  in  which  to  live.  I  thank  you  very 
much. 

Before  discussing  several  national  issues,  which  I  would  like  to  give  you  my 
views  and  observations  on  tonight,  I  would  like  to  take  just  a  minute  to  tell  of  a 
very  important  political  issue  that  I  think  transcends — whether  it  is  Republican 


^Webster  Todd,  New  Jersey  State  Republican   chairman;   John   H.   Ewing,   State   assemblyman;    and 
Steve  Dudiak,  chairman  of  the  dinner. 
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or  Democrat — one  of  the  key  ingredients  in  making  our  country  great  is  the 
existence  of  a  two-party  system. 

Competition  in  the  poHtical  arena  is  healthy,  whether  it  is  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  or  whether  it  is  in  your  State  legislature.  An  evenly  balanced 
legislature  or  a  House  of  Representatives  or  a  United  States  Senate  is  good. 

When  we  compete  with  views,  with  programs,  with  words,  we  inevitably  work 
out  better  answers  if  there  is  no  overwhelming  numerical  advantage  on  one  side 
of  the  political  aisle  or  the  other. 

And  I  understand  you  have  a  great  election  coming  up  here  very  soon  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey.  And  it  is  my  understanding  out  of  the  80  members  of  your 
assembly,  the  Republican  Party  is,  unfortunately,  limited  to  some  14. 

They  are  all  quality,  they  all  survived,  they  are  doing  their  best.  But  when  you 
have  14  out  of  80,  your  ability  to  make  significant  contributions  are  very,  very 
limited,  considerably  handicapped. 

What  you  need  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey  is  a  competitive  political  situation 
in  your  assembly.  And  each  and  every  one  of  you  have,  in  my  judgment,  an 
opportunity,  as  well  as  an  obligation,  to  right  that  balance  so  that  in  your  assem- 
bly you  will  have  the  kind  of  political  competition  which  is  good  for  this  great 
State. 

So,  I  urge  each  and  every  one  of  you  to  maximize  your  efforts,  forget  your 
interparty  differences,  work  together  so  that  when  the  election  is  held  this  fall, 
you  can  say  that  you  made  your  individual  contribution  to  having  a  competitive 
situation  in  your  assembly. 

You  have  good  candidates.  You  have  good  principles.  You  have  a  real  chal- 
lenge. And  I  just  hope  for  the  benefit  of  your  great  State  you  can  elect  about  27 
more  good  Republicans  in  your  assembly  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

As  Cliff  Case  said  to  me  the  other  day,  the  great  thing  about  our  party  here 
in  New  Jersey  and,  frankly,  across  the  Nation  is  that  we  have  within  our  ranks 
Republicans  of  every  ideological  stripe.  We  have  conservatives.  We  have  mod- 
erates. We  have  liberals.  We  have  all  the  variations  from  one  shade  to  another. 

I  happen  to  think  that  this  diversity  is  good,  and  this  is  what  gives  the  Repub- 
lican Party  the  vitality  that  we  have  had  since  its  formation  over  100  years  ago. 

Let  me  add  a  postscript,  if  I  might.  Unity  is  what  gives  a  political  party  its 
victories.  And  if  we  are  to  accomplish  what  we  have  to  do,  whether  it  is  in  the 
executive  branch  or  the  legislative  branch,  victory  gives  us  the  tools  with  which 
to  achieve  those  principles  from  which  we  build  and  for  which  we  stand. 

I  understand  from  every  source,  whether  it  is  in  one  part  of  the  political 
spectrum  or  the  other,  there  is  a  growing  and  necessary  unity  in  the  Republican 
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Party  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  And  with  all  the  conviction  that  I  can  give,  I 
say  it  must  be  done  if  we  are  to  achieve  the  principles  for  which  we  stand. 

I  think  you  have  to  concentrate  on  beating  Democrats,  not  discrediting  Repub- 
licans. That  is  the  way  to  win  elections,  and  to  finish  second  best  in  this  league 
doesn't  pay  off  very  much. 

What  are  some  of  the  principles  that  I  think  all  of  us  believe  in,  whether  we 
are  in  one  part  of  the  Republican  spectrum  or  another  ?  Fortunately,  I  believe 
very  sincerely  that  most  Americans — the  Independents,  certainly,  and  a  good 
many  discerning  Democrats — have  the  same  views  that  we  have.  They  want 
fiscal  restraint  and  responsibiUty  by  your  Federal  Government.  They  want 
unnecessary  regulations,  limitations  removed  from  our  free  enterprise  system  so 
that  the  individual  or  the  collective  judgment  of  people  to  make  our  country 
better  for  all  of  us  can  move  ahead. 

The  heavy  hand  and  the  overwhelming  burden  of  the  Federal  Government 
in  too  many  instances  hurts  rather  than  helps.  And  so  we  must  work  together 
to  lift  this  unnecessary,  uneconomical,  inefficient,  heavy  hand  of  the  Federal 
Government. 

But  let  me  say,  in  addition,  we  have  an  objective  of  making  Uncle  Sam  live 
within  its  means.  And  this  requires  restraint  and  responsibiUty  on  how  your 
Federal  Government  spends  your  money. 

I  think  most  Americans  believe  that  we  have  wasted  too  much,  we  have  spent 
things  in  the  wrong  way,  and  we  have  to  husband  our  resources  in  Washington, 
like  you  try  to  do  it  in  your  home  or  your  church  or  your  school. 

If  we  do,  it  is  my  judgment  that  we  can  attract  many,  many  others  in  our 
society  who  have  the  same  reaction  to  the  problems  that  we  face  and  they  face. 
You  know  our  basic  philosophy  can  be  attributed  to  a  great  statesman  of  another 
era.  And  even  though  it  was  better  than  100  years  ago,  those  principles  espoused 
by  Abraham  Lincoln  are  equally  applicable  today. 

Let  me  quote  from  Abe  Lincoln,  over  100  years  ago.  It  has  a  sound  and  respon- 
sible ring  today.  He  said:  "The  legitimate  object  of  government  is  to  do  for  a 
community  of  people  whatever  they  need  to  have  done  but  cannot  do  at  all  or 
cannot  do  so  well  for  themselves  in  their  separate  and  individual  capacities." 

That  is  the  responsibility  of  government— to  free  the  individual  and  to  let 
government  take  over  if  that  individual  or  those  associated  with  him  cannot 
accomplish  it  for  the  common  good. 

Let  me  take,  for  just  a  moment,  a  specific  issue  that  we  face  in  this  country 
today — the  problem  of  energy,  which  demands  Federal  action,  basically,  if  we 
are  to  solve  the  problem. 
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If  we  are  to  deal  ejffectively  with  this  problem,  we  must  act  with  boldness 
and  with  a  truly  national  commitment.  More  than  9  months  ago,  I  sent  to  the 
Congress  legislation  to  start  this  Nation  on  the  road  to  energy  independence. 
So  far,  we  have  had  a  mimimum  amount  of  action  and  very  little,  if  any,  results. 

Just  last  week,  I  proposed  the  establishment  of  an  energy  independence  au- 
thority to  help  finance  the  development  of  this  Nation's  resources  and  to  meet 
our  goal  of  energy  independence  in  10  years  or  less.  Time  is  running  out. 

If  Congress  acts  on  these  programs  that  I  have  submitted,  we  will  be  on  our 
way  to  this  era  of  independence.  This  time  it  is  not  independence  from  foreign 
rule,  but  from  foreign  oil.  We  suffer  the  consequences  today  that  when  OPEC 
raises  prices,  we  have  no  counterweapon  to  use. 

Do  you  realize  that  in  the  last  4  years,  we  have  had  a  700-percent  increase 
in  our  payments  to  foreign  nations  for  the  oil  that  we  import  from  them.  And 
today  we  are  the  victims  that  we  have  to  use  40  percent  of  the  oil  we  consume 
coming  from  overseas  sources. 

When  they  raise  oil  prices,  as  they  did  10  percent  or  thereabouts,  we  have 
no  counter.  And  we  won't  have  until  we  develop  more  and  more  domestic 
energy  capability  on  the  one  hand  or  more  effective  conservation  measures  on 
the  other. 

Time  is  passing,  and  every  day  that  it  goes  by  we  become  more  and  more 
vulnerable.  May  I  say  the  energy  independence  authority  that  I  have  requested 
can  help  in  stimulating  the  public  as  well  as  private  efforts  to  achieve  energy 
independence  for  our  country. 

It  is  not  our  goal  that  government  replace  private  enterprise  in  the  energy 
field.  Far,  far  from  it.  But  it  can  be  an  active  partner  in  this  great  national 
endeavor.  The  endeavor  is  great  and  as  urgent  as  those  which  saw  America  two 
or  three  decades  ago  produce  synthetic  rubber  in  the  heat  of  World  War  II, 
harness  the  atom  with  the  Manhattan  Project,  and  to  put  the  first  man  on  the 
Moon  just  a  few  years  ago. 

We  must,  as  a  nation,  have  an  adequate  supply,  a  dependable  resource  of 
energy  if  we  are  to  keep  our  economy  moving  forward,  producing  jobs  and 
profits  so  that  people  can  live  a  happy  and  a  successful  life. 

No  national  goal  today  in  the  domestic  area  is  more  important  than  this  one. 
Yes,  energy  does  mean  much  more  than  operate  machines  of  industry  or  heat 
our  homes  or  power  our  automobiles.  It  fuels  our  total  economy.  Energy  means 
jobs.  If  we  increase  our  energy  capability  or  capacity,  there  will  be  more  jobs 
for  New  Jersey  and  for  every  one  of  our  States,  including  my  State  of  Michigan, 
which  is  in  a  somewhat  comparable  situation  to  all  of  you  in  this  great  State. 
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If  our  domestic  source  or  supply  continues  to  diminish  as  it  is  and  our  depend- 
ence on  high-priced  foreign  oil  increases,  there  will  be  fewer  and  fewer  and 
fewer  jobs  and  higher  and  higher  unemployment  in  America. 

To  put  it  very  practically,  we  must  stop  exporting  American  dollars  and 
American  jobs.  We  must  keep  those  jobs  in  America,  in  New  Jersey,  in  Michi- 
gan, and  we  must  create  more  and  more  jobs  in  this  country. 

Let's  talk  about  specifics,  if  we  might.  This  State— and  it  is  a  great  State— is 
one  that  faces  a  potentially  serious  problem  in  getting  enough  natural  gas  sup- 
plies for  this  very  winter,  particularly  if  we  should  happen  to  have  a  cold  winter, 
an  abnormally  difficult  winter. 

New  Jersey  gets  90  percent  of  its  natural  gas  deliveries  from  two  major  pipe- 
lines. One  of  these  pipelines  will  curtail  supplies  to  southern  New  Jersey  by  52 
percent.  The  other  will  curtail  supplies  to  northern  New  Jersey  by  more  than 
20  percent.  What  do  these  curtailments  mean  for  some  industries  ?  The  answer  is 
very  simple.  They  could  mean  cutbacks  in  production  or  worse.  And  that  could 
mean  many,  many  of  your  fellow  citizens  out  of  jobs. 

Yes,  I  admit  that  because  of  advance  planning  New  Jersey  does  have  some 
alternative  sources  of  energy  to  fall  back  on,  like  synthetic  gas.  Yes,  with  a 
mild  winter,  New  Jersey  could  probably  pull  through.  But  we  have  been  very 
lucky  for  the  last  two  winters.  It  wasn't  as  cold ;  the  snow  wasn't  as  bad. 

But  can  we  gamble  in  the  future  for  the  security  of  jobs  in  New  Jersey  and  in 
the  eastern  seaboard  and  in  the  United  States  on  the  variables  of  the  winter?  I 
don't  think  so.  We  have  to  have  a  program,  a  source  of  energy.  We  can't  tolerate 
a  lack  of  effective  action,  affirmative  action  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
in  legislative  means  and  methods. 

I  hope  and  trust  that  the  Congress  will  respond  to  give  us  deregulation  so  we 
can  get  more  energy,  more  gas  from  the  States  that  have  it  to  the  States  that 
need  it.  A  dependable  source  of  natural  gas  is  vital  for  this  energy  source,  is 
crucial  to  you  here  in  New  Jersey. 

Why  is  there  a  shortage?  Let  me  be  quite  practical:  because  the  Federal 
Power  Commission,  under  existing  legislation,  has  artificially  set  very  low 
prices  at  the  wellhead  for  natural  gas  sold  in  interstate  markets. 

The  net  result  has  been  that  gas  producers  sell  as  much  of  their  product  as 
they  can  locally  or  inside  their  own  borders— within  their  own  State  borders— 
to  the  extent  they  can.  They  can  get  a  better  price  within  their  State  than  they 
can  by  selling  it  to  Michigan  or  New  Jersey. 

My  State  and  your  State  are  going  to  have  less  and  less  natural  gas  unless  we 
deregulate  the  price  at  the  wellhead  and  for  transmission.  I  have  Hstened  to  all 
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the  arguments,  and  I  listened  to  them  when  I  was  a  Member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  but  you  know  what  is  happening  ?  Not  only  do  they  have  the 
capabiKty  of  turning  ofl  the  spigot  so  you  won't  get  the  gas,  but  in  my  State, 
because  the  natural  gas — which  is  a  great  source  of  energy  for  industry,  for 
jobs  in  their  States — they  are  taking  plants  from  Michigan  and  taking  them  to 
Texas  and  to  Oklahoma  and  to  Louisiana. 

Does  that  make  sense  ?  It  sure  doesn't. 

So,  I  say  to  you,  it  is  important,  in  my  judgment,  that  we  deregulate  natural 
gas  on  the  short  haul  as  well  as  the  long  term  so  that  you  will  have  a  source  of 
supply. 

You  may  have  to  pay  a  little  more,  but  isn't  it  better  to  have  it  and  to  have 
jobs  and  to  have  income  and  to  have  industry  than  to  end  up  with  your  plants 
closed  and  the  door  with  a  big  sign  on  it  saying,  "I  am  sorry,  we  don't  have  the 
energy."  That  is  what  it  could  be.  We  don't  want  that.  We  want  jobs  and 
industry  because  we  have  the  sources  of  energy. 

Now  let  me  speak  for  a  moment,  if  I  might,  about  another  matter.  If  we  are 
going  to  keep  our  economy  going,  we  have  to  have  energy.  If  we  are  going  to 
keep  peace  in  the  world,  if  the  United  States  is  going  to  be  a  power  for  peace, 
it  has  to  be  strong  militarily. 

The  United  States,  ever  since  the  end  of  World  War  II,  has  done  a  mag- 
nificent job  of  trying  to  work  through  the  United  Nations,  through  bilateral 
negotiations,  through  extra  third-party  efforts  to  not  only  achieve  peace  but  to 
maintain  it,  and  we  have  been  extremely  helpful.  We  have  had  some  disappoint- 
ments; we  have  not  entirely  been  successful.  But  basically,  if  you  travel  around 
the  world  today  you  find  that  the  United  States  is  respected,  they  know  we  have 
no  ulterior  motives,  they  know  we  have  no  designs  on  people  or  territory,  they 
know  that  the  good  American  people  are  anxious  to  solve  problems  and  to 
make  it  a  better  world  for  everybody. 

We  have  the  right  motives,  but  we  also,  over  the  years,  have  had  sufficient 
military  power  so  that  we  are  respected  as  a  nation  that  can  maintain  the  peace 
if  we  are  challenged  by  those  that  would  seek  to  seize  some  country  or  some 
nation  by  affirmative,  aggressive  action. 

In  January  of  this  year,  I  submitted  a  military  budget,  which,  on  the  basis  of 
the  total  expenditures  by  die  Federal  Government,  was  the  lowest  percentage 
for  the  last  30  years.  Out  of  the  total  expenditures  of  your  Federal  Government, 
the  budget  that  I  submitted  for  the  Army,  the  Navy,  the  Air  Force,  the  Marines 
was  27  percent  out  of  all  the  money  we  spend.  And  the  expenditures  for  domes- 
tic programs  for  people,  for  cities,  was  about  44  percent. 
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Five  years  ago  the  percentages  were  just  about  reversed,  about  40-some  per- 
cent for  the  miUtary  and  roughly  28  or  29  percent  for  domestic  programs.  So, 
v^e  have  been  putting  a  greater  and  greater  emphasis  out  of  our  total  resources 
in  recent  years  for  people,  for  cities,  for  States,  for  programs.  And  we  have  been 
cutting  back  a  percentage  of  what  we  utilize  for  our  national  security  as  we 
protect  our  own  interests  and  seek  to  help  others  as  they  are  challenged  through- 
out the  world. 

Now,  I  don't  say  the  Army  and  the  Navy  and  the  Air  Force  and  the  Marines 
spend  every  penny  the  most  economically  and  the  most  efficiently,  but  as  I  look 
around  the  room,  I  bet  a  good  percentage  of  the  people  and  men  in  this  room 
served  in  one  or  more  of  the  services.  We  know  basically  we  should  be  very 
proud  of  our  Armed  Forces,  because  they  have  done  a  great  job.  And  they  have 
a  responsibility  for  all  of  us  to  maintain  the  peace.  And  they  will  if  we  give  them 
the  resources  to  do  the  job.  We  cannot  slash  the  appropriations  and  cut  their 
programs  and  limit  their  weapons  systems  if  we  expect  them  to  do  a  job. 

You  know  it  never  pays  off  to  be  second  best  in  any  military  conflict  I  have 
ever  read  about  or  participated  in.  That  is  about  the  worst  experience  for  a 
country  or  for  a  service.  And  if  I  have  to  err,  I  would  rather  err  on  being  a  little 
more  generous  rather  than  seeking  to  destroy  their  capability. 

I  am  disturbed,  for  example,  that  the  House  of  Representatives  this  last  week 
cut  roughly  $7  billion  to  $9  billion  in  our  defense  appropriation.  I  think  they 
went  too  far.  I  hope  the  United  States  Senate  will  restore  some  of  the  reduc- 
tions that  were  made,  because  we  cannot  seek  to  have  an  influence  and  an 
impact  for  good,  for  peace  in  this  world  if  we  are  not  respected,  not  for  aggres- 
sive action,  but  because  they  know  we  have  the  capabiUty  to  ensure  the  peace. 

What  we  want  in  this  world  is  peace.  We  want  to  help  those  nations  less  well- 
off  than  ourselves.  We  want  to  make  sure  that  there  is  negotiation  rather  than 
confrontation  between  us  and  those  nations  that  have  different  ideologies  than 
we  do.  I  think  we  are  making  headway  and  progress,  whether  it  is  in  the  Middle 
East  where  Secretary  Kissinger  has  done  a  superb  job  in  achieving  something 
that  no  other  foreign  minister  could  possibly  have  accomplished. 

We  are  more  respected  and  have  a  higher  degree  of  respect  in  the  United 
Nations  today  than  we  have  had  for  a  long,  long  time,  because  we  are  nego- 
tiating rather  than  confronting.  And  yet  we  are  doing  it  with  firmness  and 
strength. 

The  United  States  has  a  unique  opportunity  to  make  some  real  headway.  Yes, 
I  happen  to  believe  that  SALT  I  was  progress,  and  we  should  work  strongly 
to  put  other  limits  on  strategic  arms  between  the  Soviet  Union  and  ourselves. 
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Detente  is  a  policy  of  relaxing  tensions  for  the  good,  not  that  it  means  a  solu- 
tion to  every  problem.  But  if  we  can  negotiate  rather  than  confront,  and  every- 
thing is  a  two-way  street  so  that  no  one  gets  an  advantage,  and  we  slowly  but 
successfully  and  constructively  lead  to  peace,  I  think  that  is  good  for  us  at  home 
and  for  the  world  as  a  whole. 

But  I  come  back  to  what  I  said  a  moment  ago.  We  must  have  the  kind  of 
military  strength — ^programs,  policy,  people,  leadership — so  that  we  are 
respected. 

May  I  simply  close  by  saying  to  you  that  it  is  always  an  inspiration  to  come 
to  New  Jersey  because  you  have  a  great  challenge  here.  You  have  the  peaks  and 
valleys  of  this  great  State,  whether  it  is  in  the  State  legislature,  the  Governor's 
office,  or  the  Congress.  New  Jersey  now,  not  only  this  year  with  your  State 
assembly  elections,  has  a  tremendous  challenge  to  make  some  kind  of  a  bal- 
ance, but  next  year  you  have  the  opportunity  to  add  to  the  three  fine  people  you 
have  in  Ed  and  Millicent  and  Matt.  We  must  have,  this  year  and  next  year,  a 
resurgence  that  will  overcome  the  defeats  that  we  took  in  1974. 

I  have  such  faith  in  America,  in  its  people,  its  policies,  its  dedication,  and 
conviction.  And  what  we  do  in  the  political  arena  is  so  meaningful  as  to  what 
we  do  to  help  our  economy  or  to  direct  our  foreign  policy. 

So,  I  urge  you,  I  plead  with  you  to  make  your  contribution  with  your  neigh- 
bor, your  friend,  your  community,  to  make  1975  in  New  Jersey  a  bellwether 
for  what  it  can  be  in  the  United  States  in  1976. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:55  p.m.  in  the  Grand  Ballroom  at  the  Robert  Treat  Hotel. 

613 

Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Annual  Reports  on 
Highway,  Traffic,  and  Motor  Vehicle  Safety  Programs. 
October  6,  1975 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

From  the  advent  of  the  first  gasoUne-powered  vehicles  at  the  turn  of  the 
century  through  the  next  six  decades,  this  country  developed  a  vast,  flexible  form 
of  transportation  basic  to  its  economy  and  v^ay  of  life.  This  development  w^as 
marked  by  a  tremendous  netv^ork  of  roads,  highways  and  satellite  facilities,  by 
millions  of  vehicles,  and  by  millions  of  drivers  who  drove  them.  It  also  was 
marred  by  tragedy  as  the  numbers  of  accidents,  injuries  and  deaths  kept  pace 
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with  the  rising  tide  of  traffic.  In  addition  it  was  expensive,  reaching  an  esti- 
mated 45-50  bilHon  dollar  annual  cost  to  society  by  1970  in  wages  lost,  medical 
bills,  legal  fees  and  property  damage,  not  to  mention  human  suffering. 

In  1966  the  Congress  enacted  the  Highway  Safety  and  National  Traffic  and 
Motor  Vehicle  Safety  Acts  which  initiated  a  national  traffic  safety  effort  to  curb 
the  rising  numbers  of  traffic  accidents,  injuries,  and  deaths  and,  ultimately,  to 
reduce  them.  These  reports  describe  some  of  the  many  and  varied  programs 
undertaken  to  this  end,  and  respond  to  the  reporting  requirements  in  the  Acts. 
The  volume  on  motor  vehicle  safety  includes  the  annual  reports  required  by 
Title  I  of  the  Motor  Vehicle  Information  and  Cost  Savings  Act  of  1972.  The 
highway  safety  document  contains  information  on  projects  initiated  because 
of  provisions  in  the  Highway  Safety  Act  of  1973. 

It  is  not  possible  to  assess  the  contribution  of  any  single  program  to  traffic 
safety,  but  the  combination  of  safer  cars,  safer  highways  and  better  trained, 
better  informed  drivers  is  having  a  beneficial  effect.  The  fatality  rate  (per  100 
million  miles  driven)  has  been  forced  steadily  downward  from  5.7  in  1966  to 
4.3  in  1973.  Deaths  to  motor  vehicle  occupants  leveled  off  in  those  years,  despite 
substantial  increases  in  numbers  of  vehicles  and  drivers  on  the  roads,  miles 
driven,  higher  speeds,  greater  per  capita  alcohol  consumption,  and  other  per- 
sistent factors  adversely  affecting  the  safety  of  the  motoring  public.  Average 
days  of  bed  disability  also  declined,  indicating  some  lessening  in  the  severity 
of  injuries,  which  may  be  attributable  to  motor  vehicle  safety  features.  Improved 
highways  are  basic  to  traffic  safety,  as  is  demonstrated  by  differences  in  the 
fataUty  rates  on  the  fully  improved,  versus  relatively  unimproved,  portions  of 
the  Nation's  highway  system. 

The  effects  of  the  fuel  shortage  and  fuel  conservation  measures  were  the 
most  publicized  traffic  safety  development  of  1974.  The  combination  of  reduced 
speeds,  fewer  miles  driven  and  altered  driving  habits  and  attitudes  is  given 
primary  credit  for  saving  the  lives  of  9,550  motorists  and  pedestrians  during  the 
year.  Of  these  factors,  the  Department  of  Transportation  considers  the  lowered 
speed  limit  to  be  quite  significant.  Pedestrian  fatalities  which  had  been  trending 
upward,  dropped  17.8  percent  in  1974— another  bright  side  to  fuel  conservation. 
However,  there  has  been  a  recent  tendency  for  the  situation  to  drift  gradually 
back  toward  "normal."  With  enactment,  and  enforcement,  of  a  national  55  mile 
per  hour  speed  limit,  a  substantial  portion  of  the  beneficial  aspects  of  the  fuel 
shortage  should  continue. 

We  believe  that  the  highway  and  motor  vehicle  safety  programs  which  make 
up  the  national  traffic  safety  effort  will  continue  to  have  a  positive  effect,  and 
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merit  the  support  of  the  Congress,  of  the  States  and  communities,  of  industry 
and  of  a  citizenry  increasingly  aware  that  their  Hves  may  well  be  at  stake. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
October  6, 1975. 

note:  The  reports  are  entitled:  "Traffic  Safety  74:  U.S.  Department  of  Trans- 

"Traffic  Safety  74:  U.S.  Department  of  Trans-  portation,    National    Highway   Traffic    Safety    Ad- 

portation,  National  Highway  Traffic  Safety  Adminis-  ministration — A   Report   on    Activities    Under   the 

tration,   Federal   Highway  Administration — A   Re-  National  Traffic  and  Motor  Vehicle  Safety  Act  of 

port  on  Activities  Under  the  Highway  Safety  Act  of  1966  and  the  Motor  Vehicle  Information  and  Cost 

1966"  (Government  Printing  Office,  64  pp.  plus  ap-  Savings  Act  of  1972"  (Government  Printing  Office, 

pendixes) .  64  pp.  plus  appendixes) . 
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Address  to  the  Nation  on  Federal  Tax  and  Spending  Reductions. 
October  6,  1975 

Good  evening, 

I  have  asked  for  this  opportunity  to  talk  with  you  tonight,  because  it  is  im- 
portant that  all  of  US  begin  facing  up  to  a  fundamental  decision  about  our 
Nation's  future.  For  several  years,  America  has  been  approaching  a  crossroads  in 
our  history.  Today  we  are  there. 

To  put  it  simply,  we  must  decide  whether  we  shall  continue  in  the  direction 
of  recent  years— the  path  toward  bigger  government,  higher  taxes,  and  higher 
inflation— or  whether  we  shall  now  take  a  new  direction,  bringing  to  a  halt  the 
momentous  growth  of  government,  restoring  our  prosperity,  and  allowing  each 
of  you  a  greater  voice  in  your  own  future. 

Tonight  I  will  set  forth  two  proposals  that,  taken  together  as  they  must  be, 
represent  the  answer  I  believe  we  must  choose.  First,  I  propose  that  we  make 
a  substantial  and  permanent  reduction  in  our  Federal  taxes,  and  second,  I  pro- 
pose that  we  make  a  substantial  reduction  in  the  growth  of  Federal  spending. 

Let  me  emphasize  at  the  outset  that  these  proposals  must  be  tied  together  in 
one  package.  It  would  be  dangerous  and  irresponsible  to  adopt  one  without 
the  other.  I  will  not  accept  that  as  an  answer  for  our  future.  I  want  these  pro- 
posals acted  upon  together  by  the  Congress.  Together,  they  represent  one  central 
and  fundamental  decision:  that  America  belongs  to  you,  the  people,  and  not 
to  the  Government. 
Each  of  you  knows  from  experience  about  your  economic  problems  of  recent 
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months.  You  know  what  it  means  to  pay  more  and  more  of  your  income  just 
to  feed  and  clothe  your  family,  to  get  to  work,  and  to  maintain  a  decent  home. 
You  know  the  fear  that  strikes  the  human  heart  when  a  friend  or  a  member 
of  your  family  is  laid  off  work.  And  you  know  the  anxiety  that  comes  when 
these  forces  seem  beyond  your  control. 

None  of  us  wants  to  repeat  the  experiences  of  the  past  year.  We  want  steady 
prices.  We  want  steady  jobs.  And  above  all,  we  want  a  chance  to  get  ahead 
again,  to  know  that  our  destiny  lies  in  our  own  hands  and  not  in  Washington 
or  some  other  faraway  place. 

Fortunately,  there  are  encouraging  signs  that  we  have  weathered  the  worst 
of  this  economic  storm.  The  recovery  that  began  this  spring  is  now  gathering 
momentum.  If  we  act  wisely,  it  will  continue  on  an  upward  path,  with  more 
jobs  and  more  stable  prices. 

Yet  we  should  not  be  deceived.  All  of  us  must  recognize  that  just  beneath 
the  surface  there  are  still  deep-seated  problems  in  our  economy — ^problems  that 
have  been  building  up  over  the  years  and  will  not  quickly  or  easily  disappear. 

We  must  attack  the  underlying  causes  of  our  economic  problems.  We  must 
get  at  the  roots  of  our  difficulties.  We  must  find  answers  that  serve  us  not  only 
this  year  but  for  the  years  to  come. 

The  President  and  the  Congress  working  together  have  the  power  to  help. 
I  know  that,  because  in  Washington  much  of  America's  vitality  and  prosperity 
have  been  drained  away.  It  is  here  that  one  big  spending  program  after  another 
has  been  piled  on  the  Federal  pyramid,  taking  a  larger  share  of  your  personal 
income  and  creating  record  budget  deficits  and  inflation.  Here  a  massive,  often 
too  zealous  bureaucracy  has  been  erected  that  has  become  too  involved  in  trying 
to  run  too  much  of  your  daily  life. 

Over  the  years,  these  excesses  have  played  a  major  role  in  driving  up  prices, 
driving  up  interest  rates,  and  holding  down  jobs.  We  do  not  have  to  look  far 
for  our  underlying  problems.  Much  of  our  inflation  should  bear  a  label  "Made 
in  Washington,  D.C." 

As  we  emerge  from  this  recession,  we  face  the  basic  choice:  Shall  we  continue 
these  patterns  in  Washington,  or  shall  we  set  off  in  a  new  direction  ?  We  can- 
not do  both.  We  cannot  go  down  both  roads  at  the  same  time.  We  must  choose. 

Tonight,  I  propose  permanent  tax  reductions  totaling  $28  billion — the  big- 
gest single  tax  cut  in  our  history.  Earlier  this  year  the  Congress  passed  and  I 
signed  a  temporary  tax  cut  covering  calendar  year  1975.  That  temporary  law 
will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  year,  and  unless  we  act  now,  your  taxes  will  go  up 
again  in  January.  I  am  proposing  that  we  sweep  away  that  temporary  law  and 
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replace  it,  effective  January  1,  with  a  permanent  Federal  income  tax  cut  that 
will  be  both  larger  and  more  equitable. 

Three-quarters  of  this  permanent  reduction  will  be  for  individual  taxpayers. 
And  the  chief  benefits  will  be  concentrated  where  they  belong— among  working 
people.  The  industrious  working  men  and  women  of  this  country  are  the  back- 
bone of  America.  We  cannot  continuously  ask  them  to  bear  an  unfair  tax  bur- 
den. I  propose  that  we  lighten  the  tax  load  for  them  and  for  all  other  Americans 
in  three  ways:  by  raising  everyone's  personal  tax  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000; 
by  making  the  standard  deduction  for  single  taxpayers  a  flat  $1,800  and  for 
every  married  couple  $2,500;  and  by  lowering  our  basic  personal  income  tax 
rates. 

Together  these  measures  will  not  only  decrease  everyone's  taxes  but  they  will 
also  help  to  make  up  for  the  ravages  of  inflation.  They  will  simplify  the  tax 
returns  for  millions  of  Americans.  The  total  package  represents  a  substantial 
reduction  below  the  rates  that  will  otherwise  take  effect  this  January.  Under 
my  proposal,  a  typical  family  of  four,  earning  a  total  of  $14,000  a  year,  would 
get  a  permanent  tax  cut  of  $412  a  year — a  27-percent  reduction. 

The  other  quarter  of  the  tax  reduction  will  be  directed  at  business  in  a  way 
that  creates  more  jobs.  If  companies  and  plants  are  to  regain  their  footing  and 
to  hire  more  employees  in  the  future,  they  must  have  greater  incentives  for 
investment.  In  order  to  create  jobs — and  good  jobs — this  country  must  build 
new  plants  and  new  equipment  and  we  must  have  a  growing  economy.  The 
tax  cuts  that  I  propose — ^including  a  permanent  increase  in  the  investment  tax 
credit  and  a  2-percent  reduction  in  the  corporate  tax  rate — are  specifically  de- 
signed to  increase  employment. 

We  must  recognize  that  cutting  taxes  is  only  half  the  answer.  If  we  cut  only 
taxes  but  do  not  cut  the  growth  of  Government  spending,  budget  deficits  will 
continue  to  climb,  the  Federal  Government  will  continue  to  borrow  too  much 
money  from  the  private  sector,  we  will  have  more  inflation,  and  ultimately  we 
will  have  more  unemployment.  Substantial  cuts  in  your  taxes  must  be  tied  to 
substantial  cuts  in  the  growth  of  Government  spending. 

Anyone  who  has  followed  the  upward  leap  in  Federal  spending  can  only 
shake  his  head  in  astonishment.  Back  in  1962,  the  Federal  budget  for  the  first 
time  in  our  history  ran  over  $100  billion.  In  only  8  years,  the  budget  doubled  in 
size.  In  the  coming  fiscal  year,  unless  we  act,  it  will  double  again  to  over  $400 
billion. 

One  of  the  reasons  for  this  horrendous  spending  growth  is  that  much  of  the 
increase  in  each  year's  budget  is  required  by  programs  already  on  the  statute 
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books.  Many  of  these  increased  programs  were  first  enacted  years  ago,  and 
while  individually  they  might  have  appeared  manageable  then,  today,  taken 
together,  they  are  out  of  control.  They  are  like  a  freight  train  whose  lights 
were  first  seen  far  off  in  the  night.  That  train  has  been  coming  closer  and 
closer,  and  now  it  is  roaring  upon  us.  If  we  don't  slow  it  down.  Federal  spending 
next  year  could  easily  jump  to  more  than  $420  billion — without  a  single  new 
Federal  program. 

Therefore,  I  propose  that  we  halt  this  alarming  growth  by  holding  spending 
in  the  coming  year  to  $395  billion.  That  means  a  cut  of  $28  billion  below  what 
we  will  spend  if  we  just  stand  still  and  let  the  train  run  over  us.  More  impor- 
tantly, it  means  almost  a  dollar-for-doUar  cut  in  taxes  and  spending:  For  every 
dollar  that  we  return  to  the  American  taxpayer,  we  must  also  cut  our  projected 
spending  by  the  same  amount. 

If  we  allow  "politics  as  usual"  to  prevail  in  the  Congress,  there  will  be  a 
temptation  to  overwhelmingly  approve  the  tax  cuts  and  do  nothing  on  the 
spending  cuts.  That  must  not  happen.  I  will  go  forward  with  the  tax  cuts  that 
I  am  proposing  only  if  there  is  a  clear,  affirmative  decision  by  your  representa- 
tives in  the  House  and  the  Senate  that  they  will  hold  spending  next  year  to 
$395  billion.  I  will  not  hestitate  to  veto  any  legislation  passed  by  the  Congress 
which  violates  the  spirit  of  that  understanding.  I  want  these  actions  to  be  a  first 
step — and  they  are  a  crucial  step — toward  balancing  the  Federal  budget  within 
3  years. 

In  January,  I  will  propose  to  the  Congress  that  many  of  our  current  spending 
programs  be  revised,  consolidated,  and  held  below  their  projected  levels.  When 
I  do,  you  will  hear  loud  protests  from  one  group  after  another  contending  that 
Washington  should  keep  up  an  endless  flow  of  subsidies.  But  we  have  to  face 
hard  reality:  Our  financial  resources  are  limited.  We  must  learn  to  live  within 
our  means. 

Spending  discipline  by  the  Federal  Government  must  be  applied  across  the 
board.  It  cannot  be  isolated  to  one  area,  such  as  social  programs,  nor  can  we 
completely  insulate  any  area  such  as  defense.  All  must  be  restrained.  I  believe 
that  your  Congressmen  should  stop  trying  so  hard  to  find  new  programs  that 
spend  your  money  and  get  to  work  figuring  out  how  to  make  the  Government 
work  better  for  you.  They  should  get  rid  of  the  programs  that  don't  work  in 
order  to  make  room  for  those  that  do.  And  in  the  process,  we  can  begin  cutting 
back  the  swollen  Federal  bureaucracy. 

I  want  to  work  with  the  Congress  and  with  you,  the  people,  to  ensure  that 
those  who  deserve  the  help  of  our  Nation  continue  receiving  that  help — the 
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elderly,  the  poor,  and  the  men  and  women  who  have  borne  our  Nation's  arms. 
Also,  I  will  not  permit  reductions  in  our  miUtary  budget  that  would  jeopardize 
our  national  security.  We  must  maintain  a  strong  economy  and  a  strong 
national  defense. 

Sometimes  when  fancy  new  spending  programs  reach  this  desk,  promising 
something  for  almost  nothing  and  carrying  appealing  labels,  I  wonder  who 
the  supporters  think  they're  kidding.  From  my  visits  with  the  American  people, 
I  find  many  of  them  believe  that  what  the  Government  puts  in  your  front 
pocket,  it  slips  out  of  your  back  pocket  through  taxes  and  inflation.  They  are 
figuring  out  that  they  are  not  getting  their  money's  worth  from  their  taxes. 
They  believe  that  the  politics  of  Federal  spending  has  become  too  much  of  a 
shell  game.  And  I  must  say  that  I  agree  with  them. 

America's  greatness  was  not  built  by  taxing  people  to  their  limits,  but  by 
letting  our  people  exercise  their  freedom  and  their  ingenuity  to  their  limits. 
Freedom  and  prosperity  go  hand  in  hand.  The  proof  is  there  to  see  around  the 
world.  Only  by  releasing  the  full  energies  of  our  people,  only  by  getting  the 
Government  off  your  back  and  out  of  your  pocket  will  we  achieve  our  goals  of 
stable  prices  and  more  jobs. 

I  deeply  believe  that  our  Nation  must  not  continue  down  the  road  we  have 
been  traveling.  Down  the  road  lies  the  wreckage  of  many  great  nations  of  the 
past.  Let  us  choose  instead  the  other  road,  the  road  that  we  know  to  be  tested, 
the  road  that  will  work. 

As  your  President,  I  cannot  take  this  journey  alone.  I  need  the  help  of  you, 
the  American  people,  to  persuade  your  Congressmen  and  your  Senators  that 
you  want  the  growth  in  Government  spending  cut  so  that  your  taxes  can  be 
cut  now.  I  need  the  help  of  the  farmer  in  Iowa,  the  housewife  in  California, 
the  retired  couple  in  Florida,  the  small  businessman  in  New  Jersey,  the  student 
in  Texas— all  of  you.  This  must  be  a  national  effort.  America  should  not  belong 
to  the  Government,  but  to  the  people.  You  can  serve  the  Nation  by  helping  us 
make  the  right  choice  for  the  future. 

Thank  you  and  good  evening. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8  p.m.  from  the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House.  The  address  was  broadcast 
live  on  radio  and  television. 
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Interview  With  Reporters  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 
October  7,  1973 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  first  we  would  like  to  welcome  you  to  Knoxville  and 
to  express  our  appreciation  for  your  meeting  with  us  here  today. 

The  President.  Well,  I  have  been  here  a  number  of  times,  and  it  is  a  pleasure 
to  be  here.  And  thank  you  for  the  opportunity  of  answering  some  of  your 
questions. 

TAX  REDUCTION 

[1.]  Q.  As  taxpayers,  we  would  also  like  to  thank  you  for  your  proposal  to 
cut  our  taxes.  We  understand  this  is  tied  in  with  a  reduction  in  Federal  spending. 

The  President.  It  is  a  two-part  package,  but  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
both  the  spending  limitation  or  the  decrease  in  the  growth  of  Federal  spending 
be  imposed  at  the  same  time  that  we  go  for  the  tax  reduction.  If  we  don't  do 
something  about  spending,  we  can't,  in  good  conscience,  do  something  about 
reducing  taxes. 

Q.  What  would  you  do  if  Congress  should  approve  the  tax  cut  and  not  cut 
spending? 

The  President.  Well,  I  tried  to  say  last  night  as  direcdy  as  possible  that  the 
Congress  had  to  act  on  the  limitation  on  the  growth  of  Federal  spending,  or  I 
would  be  forced — and  I  said  I  would  not  hesitate — to  veto  the  tax  bill. 

ENERGY 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  we  here  in  the  Tennessee  Valley  have  rather  a  unique 
situation  as  to  our  power,  the  electricity  that  we  have  due  to  the  Tennessee  Valley 
Authority.  But  in  the  past  13  months  we  have  had  something  like  13  or  14  rate 
increases,  and  we  are  expecting  another  one  very  shortly. 

Now,  in  the  past  3  or  4  days  a  special  House  investigation  subcommittee  has 
even  proposed  that  the  utility  companies  be  forbidden  from  having  the  con- 
sumer pay  for  the  high  cost  of  coal  to  produce  electricity.  Will  you  entertain  the 
idea  of  abolishing  the  fuel  adjustment  clause  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  that  I  should  make  a  commitment  on  this 
program,  on  any  legislation  or  regulation  that  would  come  to  my  desk  without 
having  an  opportunity  to  look  at  the  pros  and  cons.  I  think  it  is  unwise  for  a 
President  to  make  an  off-the-cuff  decision.  I  have  a  good  staff.  If  and  when  any 
change  in  the  law  regulations  comes  to  me,  I  will  give  both  sides  a  very  fair 
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opportunity  to  make  the  individual  case.  But  for  me  to  just  off-the-cuff  give  you 
an  answer,  I  don't  think  that  is  the  way  a  President  ought  to  operate,  because  if 
you  do  it  in  one  case,  then  you  are  setting  a  precedent  for  another  instance  where 
such  an  answer  might  be  very,  very  ill-advised. 

Q.  Then,  may  I  ask  this:  You  support  strong  belief  in  atomic  power  generation, 
do  you  not  ? 

The  President.  I  strongly  believe  in  nuclear  power.  I  believe  that  in  the  next 
10  years  the  United  States  has  to  build  something  like  250  more  nuclear  power- 
plants.  I  think  it  is  the  cleanest,  I  think  it  is  as  safe  as  any  other,  I  believe  that  it 
helps  to  make  the  United  States  invulnerable  against  the  foreign  oil  cartel.  So,  I 
am  strongly  in  favor  of  nuclear  power. 

FOREIGN  INVESTMENT  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  Governor  of  this  State  has  been  in  contact  with 
Arab  nations  about  investing  moneys  in  the  State  of  Tennessee  and  purchasing 
products  made  here  in  this  State.  What  are  your  views  as  far  as  moves  such  a 
that  by  other  State  or  perhaps  cities  in  financial  trouble  that  would  go  to  the 
Third  World  nations  for  aid  and  assistance  ? 

The  President.  We  do  have  to  monitor  the  massive  investments,  particularly 
if  those  investments  from  Middle  Eastern  countries  involve,  for  example,  defense 
producers — those  companies  that  have  a  substantial  business  with  the  Depart- 
ment of  Defense.  On  the  other  hand,  I  see  offhand  no  reason  why  one  or  more 
of  these  Middle  Eastern  countries  should  not  buy  the  bonds  of  Knoxville  or  the 
State  of  Tennessee  or  the  city  of  Detroit.  They  have  to  make  the  judgment  as  to 
whether  it  is  a  good  investment,  and  I  see  no  ill  coming  from  the  investors  from  a 
foreign  country  having  bonds  issued  by  a  local  community  in  Tennessee  or 
Michigan  or  elsewhere. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  foreign  countries  would  buy  New  York  bonds  right  now  ? 

The  President.  I  will  let  them  make  that  decision.  [Laughter] 

TENNESSEE  VALLEY  AUTHORITY  NOMINATION 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  TVA  is  a  household  word  here  in  east  Tennessee,  of 
course.  Recendy  you  nominated  James  Hooper,  of  Mississippi,  to  fill  an  existing 
vacancy  on  the  TVA  Board  of  Directors.  Senator  Bill  Brock  says  he  will  fight 
this.  Will  you  stick  by  that  nomination  ? 

The  President.  The  name  has  been  submitted.  The  Senate  committee  is  in 
the  process  of  completing  its  investigation  on  Mr.  Hooper.  The  Senate  committee 
will  make  its  recommendations  to  the  Senate  very  shortly.  I  think  it  is  ill-advised 
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for  me  a  this  time  to  make  any  comment  pending  a  decision  by  the  Senate  com- 
mittee, and  of  course,  the  nomination  in  the  normal  course  of  events  would  go 
to  the  Senate  floor.  But  until  the  Senate  committee  completes  its  investigation, 
makes  its  report,  I  think  the  matter  ought  to  stay  exactly  where  it  is. 

Q.  If  Hooper  does  not  achieve  recommendation,  do  you  have  a  backup  name  ? 

The  President.  We  have  a  number  of  names  and  a  number  of  fine  people, 
but  I  think  it  is  premature,  pending  the  situation,  for  me  to  even  comment  on 
that. 

CENTRAL   INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  chairman  of  the  House  Intelligence  Committee 
investigating  the  CIA,  Otis  Pike,  has  recently  suggested  citing  Administration 
officials  for  contempt  of  Congress  because  you  believe  certain  national  security 
materials  should  not  be  released  to  that  committee.  Is  the  Administration  work- 
ing on  a  compromise  agreement  to  provide  some  material  to  the  committee,  and 
what  kind  of  agreement  would  be  acceptable  to  you  ? 

The  President.  Last  week  we  gave  to  that  committee  710  pages  of  classified 
material,  and  we  deleted  50  words,  as  I  recollect.  I  think  that  is  substantial  com- 
pliance with  the  committee. 

We  have  said  that  we  would  not  give  to  the  committee  the  names  of  intelli- 
gence agents.  We  would  not  give  information  concerning  certain  mechanical 
equipment  that  is  vitally  important  for  the  gathering  of  intelligence  information. 

I  think  that  is  a  fair  proposition.  And  I  am  glad  to  report  that  in  this  area,  the 
committee  has  approved  that  arrangement  by  a  vote  of  10  to  3,  with  Chairman 
Pike  being  among  the  10.  So,  I  think  we  have  worked  it  out  so  they  will  get  all  of 
the  information  that  they  require  to  carry  out  their  legislative  responsibilities. 

Q.  So,  the  committee  is  satisfied  ? 

The  President.  It  is  on  that  point,  yes,  sir. 

THE  president's   SAFETY 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  recent  weeks  you  have  found  yourself  the  victim 
of  two  assassination  attempts.  What  were  your  feelings  ?  What  thoughts  went 
through  your  mind  whenever  you  found  yourself  staring  at  Squeaky  Fromme's 
gun  and  then  later,  whenever  you  found  that  you  had  been  shot  at?  And  on 
a  related  matter,  do  you  think  the  media  bears  any  responsibility  for  these  events  ? 

The  President.  Well,  the  incident  in  Sacramento  happened  so  quickly,  and 
the  Secret  Service  acted  so  rapidly  in  handling  the  matter,  that  frankly,  I  didn't 
have  an  opportunity  to  think  about  it.  The  Secret  Service  did  a  superb  job,  and 
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it  was  over  in  a  fraction  of  a  second.  So,  there  was  no  opportunity  for  me  to  do 
anything  about  it. 

In  the  case  of  the  incident  in  San  Francisco,  I  was  on  one  side  of  the  street 
and  was  waving  to  the  crowd  on  the  other,  waiting  to  get  into  the  Umousine, 
and  I  heard  this  noise  that  frankly  sounded  Hke  a  firecracker.  And  those  who 
are  more  knowledgeable  than  I  said  duck  and  sort  of  hit  me  on  the  back  and 
got  me  down  on  the  sidewalk  and  into  the  car.  But  again,  that  happened  so 
rapidly  that  you  honestly  don't  have  time  to  think  about  it. 

Now,  the  question  about  whether  the  media  is  responsible,  I  don't  think  the 
media  is  responsible.  I  look  at  it  this  way:  A  President  has  certain  responsibili- 
ties to  see  people  around  the  country.  You  should  not  act  in  a  daredevil  fashion, 
and  I  don't  intend  to.  You  have  to  act  prudently,  and  I  do  intend  to  act  with 
prudence. 

I  beUeve  that  if  we  do  it  right,  I  can  continue  to  travel  without  any  serious 
hindrances,  and  it  is  my  intention  to  do  so. 

Q.  Do  you  find  yourself  fearful  now  whenever  you  are  in  crowds  ? 

The  President.  No,  I  don't.  I  know  for  one  thing  that  the  Secret  Service  has 
taken  every  possible  precaution.  And  as  I  said  a  moment  ago,  they  do  a  very 
fine,  fine,  really  a  superior  job.  So,  whatever  you  do  in  life,  there  are  certain  risks. 

I  was  talking  to  Senator  Brock  and  Senator  Baker  on  the  way  out,  along  with 
[Representatives]  John  Duncan  and  Jim  Quillen,  and  I  said  I  probably  had 
more  potential  risk  when  I  was  driving  my  automobile  than  I  do  at  the  present 
time.  So,  it  is  just  one  of  those  things  that  you  expect  certain  risk  to  be  involved. 
It  is  too  bad,  but  that  is  the  way  it  is. 

FEDERAL  APPOINTMENTS 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  we  understand  that  you  may  soon  be  making  appoint- 
ments to  the  National  Labor  Relations  Board.  One  is  the  General  Counsel,  and 
one  member  of  the  Board,  and  that  you  also  may  be  faced  with  a  vacancy  on  the 
Supreme  Court.  We  are  wondering  if  you  have  given  any  thought  to  these 
appointments,  and  if  you  would  consider  achieving  a  better  ideological  balance 
by  appointing  conservatives  to  these  posts  ? 

The  President.  I  would  naturally  be  sympathetic  to  any  appointment  in 
positions  of  responsibility  to  those  who  had  a  political  philosophy  or  a  philo- 
sophical view  that  coincided  with  my  own. 

I  think  that  is  a  very  natural  reaction  on  the  part  of  a  President.  But  I  have 
not  related  that  thought  in  relationship  to  any  of  the  positions  that  you  have 
indicated. 


1612 


October  7  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1915  [615] 

In  the  first  place,  there  is  no  vacancy  on  the  Supreme  Court.  Number  two, 
there  is  a  vacancy  on  the — w^ell,  as  the  General  Counsel  for  the  NLRB — and  w^e 
are  in  the  process  nov^  of  looking  at  a  person  for  that  vacancy.  But  I  come  back 
to  v^hat  I  said  initially:  A  person  is  prone  to  nominate  somebody  that  has  a 
somew^hat  similar  political  philosophy  or  view^  toward  government  and  the 
issues  that  are  related  thereto. 

CHILD  NUTRITION 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  predictions  are  that  the  House  will  certainly  override 
your  veto  of  the  $2%  billion  child  nutrition  program.  Now,  in  the  event  that 
they  allow  this  veto  to  stand,  where  is  this  going  to  put  the  needy  child  and  the 
child  who  is  surely  going  to  have  to  pay  more  for  his  school  lunch? 

The  President.  First,  let  me  explain  why  I  vetoed  the  bill.  That  legislation 
passed  by  Congress,  which  I  vetoed,  called  the  child  nutrition  bill,  provides  for 
Federal  funds  to  go  to  pay  for  school  lunches  for  the  children  of  families  that 
can  well  afford  to  pay  for  the  meal. 

And  I  see  no  reason  whatsoever  for  a  child  of  a  family  sufficiently  well  off 
getting  a  federally  financed  meal.  And  it  involved  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  as 
I  recollect,  an  extra  $200-plus  million  and  about  $600  or  $700  million  extra  in 
the  next  fiscal  year. 

I  am  for  the  Federal  Government  helping  and  providing  school  lunches, 
nutritional  lunches  for  the  children  of  those  who  are  at  the  poverty  level  or  be- 
low. I  believe  that  is  a  firm  responsibiUty  of  the  Federal  Government.  But  we 
should  not — and  I  don't  believe  the  American  people  want  us  to — finance  free 
meals  for  people  who  can  afford  to  pay  for  their  children's  lunches. 

Now,  if  the  House  and  Senate — if  one  of  them  should  sustain  the  veto, 
there  is  adequate  statutory  law  to  take  care  of  the  needy  child.  And  earlier  this 
year,  I  recommended  a  program  that  would  concentrate  more  for  the  needy 
child  and  would  eliminate  the  child  of  the  family  that  is  well  off. 

I  wish  the  Congress  had  done  that.  It  makes  a  lot  more  sense,  particularly  with 
the  kind  of  financial  problems  with  a  $60-plus  billion  deficit  in  the  Federal 
Government. 

Q.  I  was  wondering  where  you  draw  the  line,  sir.  I  mean,  how  do  you 
segregate  one  from  the  other,  which  is  the  needy  and  which  is  not  the  needy  ? 

The  President.  There  is  a  poverty  family  line  drawn  today  by  a  responsible 
agency  of  the  Federal  Government.  I  think  it  is  around  $5,500  income.  That  is 
a  poverty  line  used  by  all  agencies  of  the  Federal  Government.  And  so,  any 
family  that  has  a  child  in  school  at  that  figure  or  below  would  get  a  free  lunch, 
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and  any  family  with  children  above  that  poverty  line  w^ould  have  to  pay  for 
the  lunch. 

Now^,  the  bill  that  I  vetoed  provided  that  there  could  be  free  lunches  for  a 
family  that  had  children  that  had  an  income  of  about  $9,500.  I  honesdy  don't 
think  that  the  taxpayer  as  a  w^hole  should  subsidize  v^ith  free  lunches  the  chil- 
dren of  a  family  that  have  an  income  of  $9,500  a  year. 

PANAMA  CANAL  NEGOTIATIONS 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Dr.  Kissinger  has  been  certainly  successful  in  gaining 
peace  in  the  Middle  East.  Let's  swing  to  Latin  America  now.  I  know  we  have  a 
problem  with  fishing  rights  with  Ecuador— they  claim  a  200-mile  limit.  But 
coming  a  little  north,  the  Panama  Canal  seems  to  be  a  troubled  area.  Are  you 
prepared  to  make  a  statement  on  our  negotiations  going  on  as  far  as  the  owner- 
ship of  that  canal  ?  How  do  you  intend  to  resolve  that  problem  there? 

The  President.  Let  me  give  a  little  background,  if  I  might.  For  three  admin- 
istrations—President Johnson,  President  Nixon,  and  myself— negotiations  have 
been  going  on  with  the  Government  of  Panama  concerning  that  problem.  If 
you  will  refresh  your  memory,  you  will  recall  there  were  serious  riots  in  Panama, 
I  think  in  1965.  Around  30  people  were  killed,  including  some  Americans. 
Now,  these  negotiations  are  going  on.  I  have  taken  the  position  that  we  will  not 
accept— and  I  would  not  recommend  to  the  Senate — any  proposal  that  interfered 
with  the  national  security  of  the  canal,  that  would  interfere  with  the  operations 
of  the  canal. 

Now,  I  would  not,  under  any  circumstances,  do  anything  in  the  negotiations 
or  submitting  proposals  to  the  Senate  that  undercut  our  national  security.  Now, 
within  those  confines,  these  negotiations  are  going  on.  And  I  think  it  would  be 
not  wise  for  me  to  go  into  any  of  the  details,  because  we  have  an  outstanding 
negotiator  down  there  who  has  instructions  within  those  broad  guidelines. 

STRIP  MINING 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  recently  you  vetoed  two  strip  mining  bills,  I  think 
they  were  H.R.  25  and  S.  7.  And  Deputy  Administrator  John  Quarles  of  the 
EPA  said  strip  mining  bills  are  too  weak.  Exactly  what  type  of  strip  mining 
bill  would  you  sign  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  vetoed  the  one  in  1974  and  again  vetoed  the  one  in 
1975."^  But  in  each  case  I  recommended  through  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  the 
kind  of  a  strip  mining  bill  that  I  would  sign,  one  that  would  have  a  good  balance 

^  See  Item  270,  and  in  the  1974  volume,  Item  326. 
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between  the  protection  of  the  environment  on  the  one  hand  and  the  capabiUty 
of  utihzing  our  vast  coal  reserves  on  the  other. 

Unfortunately,  the  Congress  in  neither  case  approved  the  amendments  that 
I  recommended  w^hich,  in  my  judgment,  w^ould  have  produced  a  balanced  bill. 
We  are  still  wilUng  to  sit  dov^n  w^ith  the  Senate  and  the  House  and  try  to  w^ork 
out  a  compromise.  One  of  the  problems  v^ith  both  of  the  bills  I  vetoed  w^as  that 
it  w^ould  have  severely  restricted  the  mining  of  coal,  and  coal  is  our  best  imme- 
diate alternative  to  foreign  oil.  We  are  now  mining  roughly  600  million  tons 
a  year  and  we  want  to  go  to,  I  think  it  is,  the  1,200  million  tons  in  10  years. 

The  legislation  that  I  vetoed  would  have,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  cut  back  our 
production,  not  permitted  us  to  accelerate.  In  addition,  it  would  have  probably 
meant  the  loss  of,  oh,  as  I  recall,  about  125,000  jobs,  and  jobs  are  important. 

So,  if  we  could  get  together,  and  I  am  willing  to  negotiate  with  the  Congress, 
I  think  we  could  pass  a  well-balanced  strip  mining  bill. 

Q.  Do  you  see  a  bill  of  this  nature  coming  across  your  desk  anytime  soon  ? 

The  President.  It  is  sort  of  dormant  at  the  present  time,  but  that  does  not 
mean  that  some  negotiations  aren't  going  on.  But  nothing  has  emerged  at  this 
point. 

EQUAL  TIME  PROVISIONS 

[11.]  Q.  President  Ford,  what  is  your  personal  reaction  to  the  decision  by 
NBC  and  CBS  last  night  not  to  carry  your  address  regarding  the  tax  cut  recom- 
mendations ?  And  do  you  think  it  is  a  vaUd  objection  that  the  networks  have 
that  they  would  have  to  provide  equal  time  to  other  candidates  if  they  provided 
time  to  you  ? 

The  President.  It  is  a  very  controversial  issue.  They  have  been  very  coopera- 
tive in  almost  every  case,  if  not  every  case  in  the  past,  and  of  course,  the  closer 
we  get  to  a  convention  or  an  election,  their  problem  gets  more  and  more  difficult. 
I  was  very  happy,  of  course,  that  ABC,  along  with  Public  Broadcasting,  did 
do  it,  but  I  am  not  going  to  hold  it  against  NBC  and  CBS.  I  think  I  would  have 
to  say  I  thought  they  made  a  mistake,  but  I  am  not  going  to  be  prejudiced 
against  them  as  a  result. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  equal  time  provision  is  a  valid  objection  ? 

The  President.  I  think  the  fairness  doctrine  is  really  the  way  to  handle  it. 
In  other  words,  it  gives  some  discretion,  it  gives  some  judgment  factor  to  televi- 
sion and  radio  stations.  And  I  would  think  that  some  modification  of  Section 
315  ^  is  in  order. 


^The  equal  time  provision  of  the  Communications  Act  of  1934,  as  amended  (47  U.S.C.  315). 
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THE  FORD  FAMILY 

[12.]    Q.  This  is  a  question  for  Betty  Ford's  husband.  [Laughter] 

The  President.  She  is  doing  better  than  I  am  in  the  polls.  So,  you  should  ask 
her. 

Q.  In  light  of  the  upcoming  Presidential  campaign,  has  she  been  advised  or 
will  she  be  advised  to  curtail  her  candid  comments,  and  v^ill  she  or  v^ould  she 
comply? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  I  w^ould  be  very  popular  at  home  if  I  tried  to  lay 
dov^n  the  law.  She  has  very  good  judgment,  but  I  do  have  to  say  this.  In  our 
family  everybody  tries  to  be  totally  honest  and  frank.  We  think  that  is  the  best 
policy.  I  don't  think  you  get  away  with  trying  to  deceive  people.  So,  as  long  as 
people  are  honest,  I  think  you  are  in  a  better  position  to  deal  with  the  problems. 
So,  I  think  if  Betty  gets  on  the  television  or  radio  or  is  interviewed,  she  will 
probably  speak  very  frankly,  as  she  always  does. 

Q.  How  do  you  feel  about  your  son's  statement  that  he  experimented  with 
marijuana  and  your  promise  to  say  today  whether  or  not  you  have  tried  it? 

The  President.  Well,  let  me  say  I  never  have.  But  I,  again,  would  say  that 
everybody  in  our  family  tries  to  be  frank  and  honest  with  one  another,  and  we 
brought  our  children  up  to  be  completely  honest  in  their  relations  with  us  and 
we  with  them  and  all  of  us  with  other  people. 

I  think  there  is  an  old  saying,  "honesty  is  the  best  policy,"  because  you  inevitably 
get  caught  if  you  don't  tell  the  truth  and  your  conscience  is  clear  if  you  do  tell 
the  truth.  I  can  disagree  with  what  some  of  our  children  do,  but  as  long  as  they 
are  honest  with  us  and  at  least  give  us  an  opportunity  to  express  our  views,  I  don't 
think  I  should  go  any  further. 

gun  control 

[13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  shortly  before  Senator  Everett  Dirksen  passed  away, 
I  had  an  opportunity  to  sit  down  and  discuss  gun  control  with  him.  And  he  told 
me  in  his  own  wry  way  that  he  felt  like  if  we  just  enforced  the  laws  that  were  on 
the  books  today,  there  would  be  no  need  for  any  further  legislation  regarding 
this.  Now,  certainly  a  man  who  should  enjoy  an  opinion  on  that  better  than 
anybody  is  a  man  who  has  been  shot  at.  How  do  you  feel  about  gun  control  ? 

The  President.  I  have  some  very  strong  feelings  about  it. 

Q.  I'll  bet  you  do. 

The  President.  I  do  not  think  that  the  registration  of  guns  nor  the  registration 
of  gunowners  is  the  way  to  handle  the  problem.  In  my  judgment,  we  have 
some  good  laws  on  the  books  that,  if  enforced— which  means  prosecution,  con- 


1616 


October  7  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1975  [615] 

viction  with  a  jail  sentence— we  would  have  a  big  impact  on  the  people  who 
illegally  use  guns. 

Now,  I  have  also  recommended  to  the  Congress  some  legislation  that  would 
provide  mandatory  prison  sentences  for  people  who  use  guns  in  the  carrying 
out  of  violent  crime.  I  wish  the  Congress  would  pass  that  legislation.  I  wish  State 
legislatures  would  do  the  same  in  those  cases  where  they  don't  have  such  legisla- 
tion. We  have  to  prosecute,  convict,  and  put  in  jail  those  people  who  illegally  use 
guns.  And  if  we  do,  I  think  we  can  have  a  substantial  impact  on  the  bad  use  of 
firearms. 

FORMER   PRESIDENT   NIXON 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  before  you  came  in  the  room,  one  of  the  gendemen 
here  made  a  statement  that  your  ties  are  looking  really  great  lately,  and  I  will 
say  that  the  one  that  you  have  on  today  is  keeping  the  tradition  up. 

What  is  that,  a  buffalo  on  there  ? 

The  President.  That  is  a  buffalo. 

Q.  Buffalo. 

Have  you  been  in  contact  with  former  President  Nixon  recently? 

The  President.  When  I  was  in  California  2  weeks  ago  over  the  weekend  I 
called  him,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  is  he?. 

The  President.  He  sounded  very  fine,  good  firm  voice.  He  was  up  on  some 
of  the  pertinent  political  and  international  matters.  He  sounded  in  fine  shape. 

Q.  Do  you  expect  to  be  meeting  with  him  or  seeing  him  anytime  in  the  near 
future  ? 

The  President.  We  didn't  discuss  that,  but  we  talked  for  roughly  10  minutes 
on  the  telephone. 

Q.  I  see.  Thank  you. 

VIEWS   ON  THE  PRESIDENCY 

[15.]  Q.  President  Ford,  it  has  been  reported  that  one  of  Abraham  Lincoln's 
Cabinet  members  asked  him  why  he  continually  joked  about  grave  situations, 
to  which  he  replied  something  to  the  effect  of:  "If  I  didn't  joke,  surely  the  pres- 
sures of  the  office  would  crush  me."  Do  you  come  in  contact  with  these  pressures, 
and  how  do  you  cope  with  them  ? 

The  President.  To  some  extent,  I  take  pretty  much  the  attitude  that  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  did,  as  you  expressed  them.  I  don't  believe  that  you  should  be  a 
worrier  or  a  fretter.  I  think  you  have  to  take  the  problems  as  they  come.  You 
have  to  give  your  best  effort  mentally  and  physically.  You  have  to  make  a 
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decision,  and  hopefully  that  decision  is  right,  and  you  have  to  go  on  to  the  next 
one. 

But,  if  you  worry  and  worry  and  worry,  I  think  that  eventually  affects  your 
other  judgment,  so  in  my  case,  in  perhaps  somewhat  the  same  way,  I  handle  it 
as  President  Lincoln  did. 

NATURAL  GAS 

[16.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  there  have  been  several  predictions  of  a  serious 
natural  gas  shortage  for  this  country,  as  you  know,  and  especially  the  area  of 
the  South  and  east  Tennessee  this  winter.  What  is  the  Administration  doing  to 
relieve  the  situation,  and  do  you  think  it  can  be  headed  off } 

The  President.  I  have  recommended  to  the  Congress  some  emergency  gas 
legislation,  which  would  permit  individual  consumers  in  a  State  like  Tennessee 
to  go  down  to  Louisiana,  to  Oklahoma,  or  to  Texas,  buy  the  gas  that  is  available, 
and  transport  it  through  the  pipelines  at  a  rate  that  would  get  them  the  natural 
gas. 

I  hope  the  Congress  passes  that  legislation.  It  is  vitally  important,  and  I  can 
assure  you  we  are  doing  everything  possible  to  remedy  the  problem. 

Q.  Thank  you,  sir. 

Q.  I  think  our  time  is  running  out,  Mr.  President.  Again,  let  me  say  how 
much  we  appreciate  your  meeting  with  us. 

The  President.  Thank  you  very  much.  I  have  enjoyed  it.  It  has  been  a  real 
pleasure,  and  we  are  delighted  to  be  here  in  Knoxville. 

Q.  Well,  we  hope  you  enjoy  your  visit,  brief  as  it  is. 

The  President.  Thank  you. 

Q.  Thank  you,  sir. 

NOTEiTheinterviewbeganat  1:35  p.m.  in  the  Knox  Thomas   of   the   Knoxville   News-Sentinel,    Randy 

Room  at  the  Hyatt  Regency  Hotel.  It  was  taped  for  Prewitt  of  WTVK,  Carl  Williams  of  WBIR,  Sam 

broadcast  on  television  that  evening.  Participants  in-  Brown  of  WATE,  and  Hop  Edwards  of  WSJK. 
eluded  Juanita  Glenn  of  the  Knoxville  Journal,  Lois 

616 

Remarks  and  a  Question-and- Answer  Session  at  the  White  House 
Conference  on  Domestic  and  Economic  Affairs  in  Knoxville. 
October  7,  1975 

Than\  you  very  much,  Bill.  Governor  Blanton,  Governor  Carroll,  Governor 
Waller,  Governor  Holshouser,  Governor  Rhodes,  Governor  Busbee,  Governor 
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Moore,  Senator  Broc/{,  Senator  Baker,  Congressman  Quillen,  Congressman 
Duncan,  Mayor  Testerman,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 
That  concludes  my  speech.  Thank  you  and  good  night.  [Laughter^ 
I  know  you  have  had  an  interesting  and  stimulating  program.  I  know 
from  the  program  that  the  experts  on  all  of  these  subjects  have  spoken  to  you 
about  what  we  are  seeking  to  do  and  attempting  to  achieve,  and  they,  in  turn, 
have  listened  and,  I  am  sure,  gathered  information  and  suggestions  from  all  of 
you. 

I  prefer  to  concentrate  in  the  area  of  questions  and  answers,  but  if  I  could  take 
just  a  minute  or  two,  I  would  like  to  emphasize  two  very  serious  problems  that 
we  face. 

Economic  and  Energy  Programs 

[1.]  I  would  like  to  summarize  the  proposal  that  I  submitted  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  last  night  and  which  is  being  submitted  to  the  Congress  today  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  namely,  a  two-part  package  that  must  go  together. 
Number  one,  a  restraint  on  the  growth  of  Federal  spending,  and  number  two, 
a  substantial  tax  reduction,  three-quarters  of  which  goes  to  individual  taxpayers 
and  25  percent  will  go  to  the  business  community. 

Number  one,  at  the  end  of  this  fiscal  year,  the  spending  for  the  12-month 
period  will  be  roughly  $370  billion.  If  no  new  program  is  enacted  by  the  Con- 
gress and  no  changes  are  made  in  existing  law,  in  the  next  12  months  there  will 
be  a  $50  billion  growth  in  Federal  spending. 

And  if  you  look  at  the  curve  for  the  last  14  years,  and  if  we  focus  specifically 
on  the  growth  from  1970  on,  you  will  find  that  there  has  been  a  tremendous 
acceleration  in  Federal  spending  that  this  country  cannot  tolerate  and  we  must 
change. 

Number  two,  it  is  my  belief  that  the  American  people  want  a  fair,  sizable, 
substantial  tax  reduction,  and  the  net  result  is  that  we  are  proposing  in  the  tax 
reduction  field  a  $28  billion  tax  reduction  to  coincide  as  a  part  of  a  package 
with  a  $28  billion  reduction  in  projected  growth  of  Federal  spending. 

It  can  be  done,  ahd  I  specifically  disagree  with  those  who  say  that  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  can't  do  it.  I  think  they  can.  It  is  mandatory  if  we 
are  going  to  preserve  the  kind  of  society  that  we  want,  that  the  American  people 
want. 

Let  me  summarize  very  quickly  the  tax  package:  an  increase  in  the  personal 
exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000,  an  increase  at  a  flat  figure  for  a  single  taxpayer  of 
the  standard  deduction  of  $1,800,  a  $2,500  flat  standard  deduction  for  a  family, 
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and  some  modification  of  the  rate  structure.  In  the  business  field,  a  reduction 
from  48  percent  to  46  percent,  a  permanent  extension  of  the  investment  tax 
credit,  and  the  personal  income  tax  reductions  would  be  on  a  permanent  basis. 

I  think  it  is  a  fair  proposition  to  the  taxpayers,  and  the  spending  limitation 
can  be  achieved.  And  I  can  assure  you  that  all  of  us  are  going  to  maximize  our 
efforts  to  convince  the  American  people  so  that  in  turn  the  Congress  will  re- 
spond. I  believe  the  Congress  can  handle  the  problem  of  a  spending  restraint 
and  a  tax  reduction. 

Now,  the  second  point  I  would  like  to  make  is  the  need  and  necessity  for  a 
comprehensive  energy  program.  Two  basic  points:  One,  we  have  to  stimulate 
domestic  production.  Number  two,  we  have  to  conserve.  We  have  been  far  too 
long  vulnerable  to  foreign  oil  control.  In  the  last  2  or  3  years,  we  have  been 
literally  vulnerable  to  decisions  made  overseas,  primarily  by  the  Middle  Eastern 
countries. 

Four  years  ago  the  Federal  Government — I  mean,  the  United  States  was  pay- 
ing out  roughly  $3  billion  a  year  to  foreign  oil  producers.  Last  year  we  paid  out 
$25  billion.  There  has  been  roughly  a  fourfold  increase  in  our  payments  overseas, 
and  with  a  10-percent  increase  announced  roughly  a  week  or  10  days  ago,  we  will 
pay  an  additional  $2  billion  a  year  to  overseas  oil  producers.  That  money  ought 
to  remain  in  the  United  States. 

If  it  does,  it  means  roughly  a  million  more  American  jobs.  In  order  to  make 
ourselves  invulnerable,  we  have  to  stimulate  the  production  of  domestic  oil,  we 
have  to  more  affirmatively  use  coal,  we  have  to  get  into  the  exotic  fuels,  we  have 
to  expand  our  research  and  development.  And  we  are.  And  we  must,  because 
the  risks  are  great,  push  what  I  recommended  about  a  week  or  10  days  ago — 
the  energy  independence  authority.  That  proposal  will  go  up  to  the  Congress 
in  draft  form  and  with  a  message  this  week,  and  it  will  be  aimed  at  taking 
those  energy  projects  that  cannot,  because  of  the  risk  or  the  gamble,  be  financed 
by  private  enterprise  and  push  them  so  we  make  real  headway  in  the  synthetic 
fuel  area.  We  will  have  to  do  something  in  the  area  of  transportation  and  con- 
servation through  this  mechanism,  through  this  facility,  but  we  can  do  it. 

We  cannot  in  the  future  leave  the  United  States  vulnerable  to  energy  decisions 
by  nations  overseas.  The  United  States,  for  its  own  security,  for  its  own  economic 
progress  and  headway,  has  to  have  more  of  our  energy  developed  right  here  at 
home.  And  we  are  going  to  do  it. 

So,  with  those  very  limited  observations,  I  would  now  be  delighted  to  respond 
to  the  first  question. 
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Questions 

tax  reduction 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Tom  Stone,  president  of  the  Greater  Knoxville 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  I  think  I  would  be  remiss  if  I  did  not  tell  you  that 
we  recognize  this  conference  as  a  very  unique  way  to  bring  the  White  House 
to  the  people.  And  I  also  think  that  I  should— I  believe  I  am  speaking  for  all  the 
people  in  this  room  when  I  express  to  you  our  appreciation  for  the  time  and 
the  effort  that  your  staff  has  put  in  to  having  these  conferences.  And  I  would 
suggest  to  you  that  you  have  an  excellent  staff  in  the  form  of  Mr.  Bill  Baroody 
and  John  Shlaes  and  the  members  of  his  staff  who  have  been  so  kind  and  so 
easy  to  work  with,  and  I  would  hope  that  you  would  continue  these. 

The  President.  Well,  I  am  very  proud  of  them  and  I  am  deUghted  to  hear  a 
pubUc  acknowledgement  of  the  fine  job  they  do.  They  do  a  good  job. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  my  question:  As  a  representative  of  the  business  community 
struggling  to  be  competitive,  to  provide  secure  employment,  and  to  generate 
capital  that  is  needed  for  growth  and  stability,  we  generally  agree  with  your 
proposed  tax  programs.  Our  concern  is  a  big  "if"  and  that  big  "if"  is  Congres- 
sional acceptance  of  a  $395  billion  budget  ceiling.  What  hopes  can  you  share 
with  us  that  Congress  will  be  favorable  to  your  proposal  ? 

The  President.  As  I  indicated,  questions  have  been  raised  by  the  Congress 
or  by  certain  members  of  the  Congress  as  to  whether  under  their  procedures 
such  a  result  can  be  accompUshed. 

Since  January  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  the  reforms  that  have  been  put 
through  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  make  it  a  better  parliamentary 
body  to  meet  the  problems  that  we  face.  I  think  if  they  put  their  nose  to  the 
grindstone  and  show  a  little  imagination  and  a  little  strength,  it  can  be  done. 
And  I  beUeve  the  American  people  want  it  and  we  are  going  to  go  out  and  do 
our  utmost  to  sell  the  American  people,  and  if  they  have  not  the  mechanism 
to  do  it  now,  the  Congress  has  the  responsibility  to  do  it  when  they  get  back  to 
work,  and  we  intend  to  push  it. 

HIGHER  education 

[3].  Q.  Jack  Reese  from  the  University  of  Tennessee,  Knoxville.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  should  like  to  thank  you  for  your  recent  statement  on  tax  reform,  spe- 
cifically the  issue  of  charitable  contributions  to  colleges  and  universities.  The 
question  I  have,  however,  deals  with  the  severe  and  perennial  fluctuation  in 
Federal  support  for  students  and  for  our  institutions  of  higher  education.  Do 
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you  believe  that  the  Federal  Government  can  provide  greater  stability  of  fund- 
ing and  programs  for  higher  education  so  that  we  can  all  plan  more  adequately 
for  the  future? 

The  President.  I  am  not  familiar  w^ith  any  fluctuations  from  the  budget  point 
of  wifw.  It  may  vary  or  fluctuate  at  the  institutional  level,  but  if  I  recall  ac- 
curately, there  has  been  no  variation  of  any  significance  in  the  total  amount 
that  is  made  available  by  the  Federal  Government  to  institutions  of  higher 
learning.  And  speaking  of  the  student  loans,  student  grants,  all  of  those  pro- 
grams, I  know  that  amount  has  been  going  upward  at  a  rather  steady  rate,  and 
of  course,  the  educational  benefits  that  go  under  the  GI  bill  have  likewise  been 
increasing  at  a  substantial  rate. 

I  am  not  familiar  with  any  dip  in  the  funding  for  institutions  of  higher  learn- 
ing, but  if  there  are,  we  will  look  at  it.  In  my  recollection,  it  was  a  pretty  straight 
progression. 

Q.  I  think  I  was  referring  more,  Mr.  President,  to  the  fluctuation  of  programs, 
the  starting  up  and  dropping  of  various  programs. 

The  President.  Well,  what  we  would  rather  do,  and  I  think  it  runs  through 
the  philosophy,  is  to  emphasize  the  programs  for  the  student  of  one  kind  or 
another  and  give  the  student  the  money  and  let  him  make  the  choice  as  to  the 
institution  that  he  intends  to  attend. 

We  will  look  into  it,  but  I  am  not  familiar  with  any  dips  and  valleys,  or 
peaks  and  valleys.  I  agree  there  ought  to  be  a  certain  stability  in  many  of  the 
programs,  particularly  those  affecting  the  students.  It  has  been  a  progression 
upward  rather  than  any  decrease. 

EMPLOYMENT  TRAINING 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Richard  Wilkes,  AFL-CIO  Appalachian  Coun- 
cil. Understanding  your  concern  for  the  unemployed  throughout  our  country 
and  the  job  situation  and  job  market  today  and  the  Comprehensive  Employment 
Training  Act  and  the  distribution  of  these  moneys  to  the  State  and  local  gov- 
ernments for  distribution  for  training  and  placement  purposes,  the  Manpower 
Administration  has  urged  national  manpower  training  sponsors  and  local 
community  organizations  who  formerly  sponsored  training  programs  and 
placement  efforts  to  look  to  see  that  Title  I  prime  sponsors  at  State  and  local 
levels  for  continued  financing.  However,  widespread  surveys  indicate  little  hope 
that  these  organizations  will  receive  any  help.  My  question:  Mr.  President,  in 
light  of  this,  do  you  propose  to  continue  the  funding  of  these  programs  which 
have  demonstrated  effectiveness  in  the  field  of  job  training  and  placement? 
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The  President.  It  is  my  recollection  that  under  the  CETA  program  we  have 
requested  and  Congress  has  approved  the  full  funding  under  the  authorization 
act  w^hich,  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  is  somewhere  in  the  magnitude  of  $3,200 
million  or  $3,500  million. 

It  is  my  expectation  that  we  will  fund  or  recommend  the  funding  of  that 
program,  bearing  in  mind  our  current  economic  problems,  at  roughly  the  same 
level.  I  think  it  is  basically  a  good  program.  It  incorporates  not  only  the  training 
programs  you  are  talking  about  but  the  summer  youth  program.  And  it  would 
be  my  expectation  that  unless  there  is  a  substantial  change  in  the  economic 
situation,  we  hope  there  will  be  some  gradual  improvement,  and  we  think 
there  will  be. 

We  will  fund  CETA  at  a  very  substantial  level  and,  hopefully,  sufficiently 
to  meet  the  kind  of  programs  you  are  talking  about.  It  is  my  understanding 
that  in  Tennessee  you  have  had  for  several  years  a  good  statewide  program  in 
this  area. 

Q.  Yes,  sir. 

The  President.  And  if  the  funding  is  more  or  less  at  the  present  level,  I  see 
no  reason  why  those  programs  could  not  continue. 

FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  SALES 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  James  Putnam,  a  farmer  and  president  of  the 
Tennessee  Farm  Bureau  Federation.  I  have  a  short  statement  and  then  the 
question. 

Farmers  were  asked  early  this  year  to  go  all  out  for  full  agricultural  produc- 
tion in  1975  with  the  promise  by  this  Administration  that  farmers  would  have 
access  to  markets  at  home  and  abroad.  They  have  responded  with  record,  or 
near  record,  grain  crops. 

Question:  In  view  of  recent  actions  taken  by  the  Government  concerning  the 
sale  and  shipment  of  grain  to  Russia  and  other  countries,  can  we  as  farmers  and 
farm  organizations  have  faith  in  this  Administration  to  make  sure  these  markets 
are  available  to  farmers  ? 

The  President.  The  answer  is  strongly  yes.  There  has  been  a  temporary  sus- 
pension for  a  very  good  reason.  The  farmers  did  go  all-out.  They  have  pro- 
duced a  record  crop  of  wheat  at  2,100  million  bushels.  They  have  produced  a 
record  corn  crop,  although  we  don't  have  the  final  figures,  of  about  5,800  mil- 
lion bushels.  They  have  done,  in  the  area  of  soybeans,  also,  an  exceptional  record 
and  a  record  crop. 

Now,  we  have  long-term  purchase  agreements  with  Japan  and  with  other 
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countries.  We  have  had  some  very  v^ide  fluctuations  in  the  purchase  of  grain, 
corn,  v^heat,  and  soybeans  from  the  Soviet  Union.  One  year,  as  I  recall,  it  w^as 
around  55  million  bushels,  the  next  year  it  went  up  to  599  million  bushels,  and 
the  next  year  it  dropped  down  to  75  million  bushels.  The  peaks  and  valleys  have 
caused  serious  disruption  in  our  markets  in  the  United  States. 

Now^,  w^hat  w^e  have  done,  the  Soviet  Union  has  purchased  10.3  million  metric 
tons  of  grain  so  far.  They  have  a  serious  shortage.  There  w^ere  rumors  that  they 
were  going  to  come  into  the  market  at  a  very  substantial  figure.  At  the  same 
time,  we  felt  and  still  feel  that  a  5-year  purchase  agreement  with  the  Soviet 
Union  ageeing  to  buy  a  minimum  figure  of  a  substantial  amount  every  year  with 
an  option  to  buy  another  sizable  number  of  tons  is  a  better  program  than 
having  these  peaks  and  valleys  and  these  wide  fluctuations  and  variations. 

Our  negotiators  are  in  Moscow  now,  they  are  seeking  to  achieve  a  permanent 
or  a  5-year  program,  as  I  have  described  it.  If  that  is  agreed  to,  there  will  be  a 
removal  of  the  temporary  suspension  of  sales,  and  I  am  certain  that  the  Soviet 
Union  will  come  in  and  buy  additional  grain  in  this  crop  year  which  will  be 
very,  very  helpful  and  will  coincide  with  the  promise  I  made.  And  in  the 
meantime,  we  will  have  gotten  an  assured  market  from  a  sizable  purchaser  for 
the  next  5  years.  It  is  a  negotiation  which  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  farmer 
.  and  in  the  best  interests  of  the  American  consumer,  and  when  the  announce- 
ment is  made — and  I  think  it  will  come  reasonably  soon — I  think  farmers  as 
well  as  consumers  will  be  pleased.  And  we  might  be  able  to  combine  it,  if  I 
could  add  as  a  postscript,  a  deal  that  will  give  us  some  Soviet  oil  as  a  part  of  the 
overall  deal,  which  is  good  insurance  against  Mideast  oil  decisions. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  PROJECTS 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  David  Switzer,  president  of  the  Tennessee  chap- 
ter of  the  American  Public  Works  Association.  In  my  question,  I  would  like  to 
refer  to  a  House  bill,  5247,  which  was  cited  as  a  "Local  Public  Works  Capital 
Development  and  Investment  Act  of  1975,"  as  sponsored,  I  believe,  by  Congress- 
man Jones  of  Alabama. 

This  bill  asks  for  an  appropriation  of  $5  billion  for  funding  100-percent  Federal 
grants  for  State  and  local  public  works  projects.  This  bill  is  designed  to  meet  not 
only  the  need  for  a  huge  backlog  of  badly  needed  public  works  facilities  but  also 
to  meet  the  national  unemployment  emergency  and  to  stimulate  activity  in  the 
construction  field  where,  I  understand,  at  least  one-fourth  of  the  workers  are 
currently  unemployed. 

I  understand  that  this  bill  has  been  drastically  cut  in  the  Senate,  perhaps  back 
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in  committee,  and  I  would  like  to  ask,  sir,  what — ^if  you  would  care  to  comment 
on  the  Administration's  attitude  toward  this  kind  of  measure  for  stimulating  the 
economy  and,  at  the  same  time,  providing  local  public  facilities  which  are 
needed  for  health  and  safety  of  the  public  ? 

The  President.  First,  I  never  make  any  categorical  comment  on  whether 
I  will  veto  or  approve  a  piece  of  legislation  until  it  gets  down  on  my  desk,  but  I 
am  generally  familiar  with  the  proposal. 

But  as  a  preface  to  that,  I  should  say  that  under  the  $395  billion  spending  ceil- 
ing that  I  mentioned  last  night— and  I  reaffirm  today— it  makes  it  almost 
impossible,  if  not  virtually  impossible,  to  add  any  new  programs,  even  one 
such  as  you  have  described.  So,  it  does  have  a  hard  and  difficult  road  if  we  are 
going  to  cut  the  growth  in  Federal  spending  because  this  is  a  new  program. 

Number  two,  we  have  found  over  the  years  that  public  works  per  se,  where 
you  start  literally  from  scratch,  they  are  not  the  best  way  to  get  people  immedi- 
ately employed  who  are  unemployed  because  of  a  slowdown  in  the  economy. 

It  takes  time  to  get  these  projects  moving.  In  contrast,  there  is,  I  think,  a  litde 
different  situation  in  roadbuilding,  because  these  are  projects  and  programs 
that  have  been  underway,  planned,  et  cetera.  But  I  think  that  many  of  those 
projects  can  be  funded  out  of  general  revenue  sharing,  which  amounts  to  about 
$6,300  million  in  this  current  fiscal  year,  going  one-third  to  the  States  and  two- 
thirds  to  local  communities.  That  is  money  where  there  are  no  limitations,  no 
restrictions,  and  the  States  and  the  local  communities  can  use  that  money  for  the 
kind  of  projects  and  programs  that  you  mention  under  this  other  bill. 

So,  I  would  say  that  is  a  better  way,  a  more  certain  way,  and  the  other  is  a 
program  that  will  have  to  come  under  the  395  ceiling  if  we  are  going  to  show 
the  kind  of  restraint  that  would  justify  the  personal  tax  reduction  that  I  men- 
tioned of  $28  billion. 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  LeRoy  Brandenberg,  NAACP.  Mr.  President,  with  the 
unemployment  rate  of  black  Americans  being  twice  that  of  white  Americans,  do 
you  feel  that  the  discrepancy  in  unemployment  needs  some  special  attention  and, 
if  so,  what? 

The  President.  I  recognize  that  the  statistics  show  precisely  what  you  have 
indicated,  and  I  think  we  have  to  approach  the  problem  in  two  ways. 

Number  one,  we  have  to  get  our  economy  out  of  the  recession— and  we  are  on 
our  way  out  of  the  recession— so  that  there  will  be  more  job  opportunities  for  all 
Americans,  including  minorities.  I  am  glad  to  report  that  since  March  of  this 
year  to  the  last  report  several  days  ago,  we  have  increased  the  number  of  people 
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gainfully  employed  by  1,650,000.  So,  we  are  making  headway  in  job  opportu- 
nities, in  jobs  themselves. 

From  that,  we  have  to  recognize  the  abnormal  unemployment  in  the  area  of 
the  minorities.  Through  the  Comprehensive  Employment  Training  Act,  GET  A, 
we  are  trying  to  take  the  minorities,  give  them  training,  and  get  them  from 
training  into  meaningful  jobs. 

There  are,  of  course,  other  efforts  that  are  being  made  in  the  field  of  education. 
One  of  the  problems  is  making  sure  that  minorities  are  adequately  educated  so 
they  can  handle  some  of  the  jobs  where  there  are  openings,  and  we  are  seeking 
to  make  special  ejflorts  in  those  areas. 

I  think  those  are  basically  the  programs  that  have  to  be  pushed  in  order  to  meet 
the  problem,  and  it  is  a  serious  one  in  the  unemployed  among  minority  youth, 
particularly. 

EQUAL   EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY  COMMISSION 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Anne  Gillenwater.  I  represent  the  Commission  on 
the  Status  of  Women.  First,  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  interest 
and  concern  that  has  been  demonstrated  by  our  First  Lady  for  women's  issues. 

The  President.  All  of  the  polls  I  have  seen,  she  does  much  better  than  I. 
[Laughter'] 

Q.  My  question:  Since  the  Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Commission  is 
inoperable  and  there  has  been  no  concerned  attempt  to  address  the  serious  prob- 
lems of  women,  we  want  to  know  what  attempts  are  going  to  be  made  by  this 
Administration  to  answer  our  needs  in  employment,  child  care,  and  women's 
future  role  in  today's  society. 

The  President.  Are  you  speaking  of  EEOC  ? 

Q.  Yes. 

The  President.  We  just  appointed  a  very  fine  person  as  the  new  Chairman, 
and  I  just  submitted  the  name  for  reappointment  of  a  member^ — I  apologize, 
I  can't  think  of  her  name — Mrs.  Walsh. 

Under  the  new  Chairman,  I  think  you  will  see  some  very  strong,  affirmative 
action  by  EEOC,  as  I  think  it  should,  not  only  among  minorities  but  as  far  as 
women  are  concerned.  He  is  a  very  fine  person.  I  know  him  personally.  He 
comes  from  an  excellent  background,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  you  will  be 
very  pleased  with  the  new  efforts  by  that  organization  under  his  leadership. 

COAL   MINERS 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Jack  Kaiser,  representing  the  UMWA.  Excuse  me 
just  a  minute,  I  am  a  little  excited.  [Laughter']  I  am  representing  the  United 
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Mine  Workers  of  America  Health  and  Retirement  Fund,  and  I  am  a  coal  miner 
myself.  If  the  coal  miners  are  to  maintain  the  production  of  this  essential  energy 
source,  we  need  just  a  few  basic  things.  We  need  good  education  for  our  chil- 
dren, we  need  medical  care  for  our  families,  and  we  need  safe  working  con- 
ditions. 

My  question,  Mr.  President,  is  this:  What  is  being  done  to  make  sure  that 
one  part  of  the  Government  works  with  the  other  ?  When  we  try  to  get  a  doctor 
to  move  into  our  community,  we  hear  that  he  won't  come  because  of  the  prob- 
lems of  housing  and  education.  Teachers  will  not  come  because  of  the  problems 
of  housing  and  health  care.  Who  is  going  to  help  us  put  together  the  answers  to 
these  different  parts  of  the  same  problem  ? 

The  President.  In  the  case  of  doctors,  we  have  several  programs.  One  of  them 
is  where  the  Federal  Government  gives  a  scholarship  or  grant  or  other  financial 
assistance  during  their  period  of  training  in  return  for  them  to  spend  several 
years — I  don't  recall  the  precise  number — in  a  rural  area.  This  program  has  been 
in  effect  3  or  4  years,  as  I  recall,  perhaps  longer.  This,  I  believe,  is  a  good  way 
to  get  general  practitioners  out  in  rural  areas.  It  is  my  recollection — I  was  read- 
ing, as  I  came  down  today,  of  a  program  that  you  have  in  Tennessee  under  the 
auspices  of  HEW,  as  I  recall,  to  have  sort  of  a  circuit  rider  doctor  that  would  help 
very  tremendously  in  meeting  the  problem  you  are  talking  about. 

There  was  a  program  in  education — I  think  it  is  still  in  effect — that  gives 
loans  or  grants  to  those  seeking  to  teach,  providing  they  spend  x  number  of 
years  in  the  educational  field,  and  they  would  get  a  forgiveness  for  the  loan  or 
grant  that  was  given  to  them.  I  think  that  is  still  in  effect,  is  it  not,  John  or 
Bill  ? — the  Teacher  Corps  program,  which  is  aimed  at  meeting  that  particular 
problem.  I  recognize  fully  that  you  need  doctors  and  teachers,  and  I  believe 
those  two  programs  at  least  in  part  can  be  helpful. 

NEWS   MEDIA 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Ed  Ray  of  Memphis  Press-Scimitar,  representing 
the  Tennessee  Press  Association.  You  look  well,  hale,  hardy,  and  we  are  all  glad 
you  do,  very  vigorous. 

The  President.  Thank  you. 

Q.  That  prompts  what  I  am  going  to  say.  Vice  President  Rockefeller  and  Treas- 
ury Secretary  Simon,  among  many  others,  have  suggested  that  editors  and  other 
news  media  representatives  downplay  in  their  presentation  to  the  public  of 
incidents  dealing  with  attempts  upon  your  life. 
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The  argument  is  that  such  news,  and  I  quote,  is  "stimulating  to  the  unstable." 
Now,  those  who  defend  detailed  coverage  of  recent  such  incidents  contend  that 
for  the  press  to  do  otherwise  would  be  an  abuse  of  the  public's  right  to  know  and, 
in  effect,  would  be  an  erosion  of  the  free  press  and  a  free  society.  Now,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  don't  recall  your  having  spoken  out  on  the  subject,  but  I  would  like  to 
hear  from  you. 

The  President.  Let  me  say,  Mr.  Ray,  I  believe  the  press  should  accurately  and 
fully  report  any  such  incidents.  I  think  they  have  an  obligation  to  do  just  that, 
and  I,  under  no  circumstances,  would  urge  the  news  media  to  do  otherwise. 

THE  COAL  INDUSTRY 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  B.  F.  Reed,  and  I  am  president  of  the 
Turner  Elk  Horn  Mining  Company,  with  headquarters  at  Cliff  in  Floyd  County, 
Kentucky.  We  are  part  of  Appalachia.  The  coal  industry,  of  which  I  am  a  part, 
has  great  problems  in  responding  to  your  plans  for  development  of  the  domestic 
coal  industry.  One  of  the  devastating  problems  is  implementation  of  the  Clean 
Air  Act,  which  has  already  stopped  production  of  utility  coal  in  the  Appalachian 
region.  I  am  told  now  that  the  Senate  committee  bill.  Public  Works  Committee 
bill,  will  further  increase  our  troubles  and  make  impossible  the  goals  that  you 
have  set  for  the  development  of  the  industry.  My  question  is:  What  further  can 
this  industry  do,  what  plays  can  be  called  to  help  to  resolve  the  problems  brought 
about  ? 

The  President.  In  the  energy  program  that  I  submitted  in  January,  following 
the  State  of  the  Union  Message,  I  recommended  certain  amendments  in  the 
Clean  Air  Act  that  would  modify— not  wipe  out,  but  modify— the  existing  law 
so  there  could  be  more  flexibility,  permitting  energy-generating  plants  to  transfer 
from  oil  to  coal.  Those  amendments,  as  I  recollected,  were  approved  by  Russ 
Train,  who  represents  EPA,  as  well  as  Frank  Zarb,  who  represents  FEA. 

Unfortunately,  as  I  understand  it,  the  Senate,  instead  of  taking  our  amend- 
ments, have  come  forth  with  about  a  half  a  loaf,  and  the  net  result  is  it  really  won't 
solve  the  problem,  which  is  greater  utilization  of  coal  and  a  lesser  dependence  on 
foreign  oil. 

You  don't  have  to  convince  me.  We  are  in  agreement  with  you.  I  think  what 
you  have  to  do  is  go  down  there  and  sit  on  the  doorstep  of  the  United  States  Senate 
and  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives  and  tell  them  what  the  problem 
is  and  convince  them  that  our  proposal  is  right  if  we  are  going  to  be  invulnerable 
to  foreign  oil  cartel  price  decisions.  That  is  it. 
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TENNESSEE-TOMBIGBEE  WATERWAY 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Tom  Green  of  the  Tennessee  River  Valley  As- 
sociation of  Nashville,  Tennessee.  The  number  one  Army  Corps  project  in  the 
United  States  is  the  construction  of  the  Tennessee-Tombigbee  Waterway.  This 
huge  project  involves  new  job  opportunity,  waterway  development,  and  energy 
conservation.  What  is  your  position  on  continuing  the  construction  funding  of 
the  Tennessee-Tombigbee  Waterway  connecting  mid-America  with  the  Gulf 
scheduled  for  completion  in  1981  ? 

The  President.  Probably  the  first  public  works  project  I  ever  heard  about  on 
the  floor  of  the  House  was  the  Tennessee-Tombigbee  River  project  when  John 
Rankin  was  literally  the  only  sponsor  of  that  proposal  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. It  was  approved  or  authorized.  It  has  had  funding.  It  is  a  sizable 
project.  In  the  budget  for  fiscal  76  we  did  recommend  funding,  I  don't  recall  the 
precise  amount.  It  is  my  judgment  that  there  will  be  additional  funding  recom- 
mended in  fiscal  year  1977,  but  until  I  see  the  recommendations  of  the  Corps  of 
Engineers,  which  have  not  as  yet  come  to  me,  I  cannot  give  you  any  precise 
figure. 

I  do  support  the  project,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  underway  from  a  point  of  view 
of  construction,  and  I  think  we  ought  to  set  a  target  as  to  completion.  It  does 
save— what  is  it,  about  1,600  miles  if  it  goes  from  the  Tennessee  River  down  to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ? 

Q.  About  350  miles,  Mr.  President,  I  beUeve. 

The  President.  Well,  it  is  a  very  sizable  saving  of  transportation.  This  Admin- 
istration is  for  it.  The  best  evidence  is  the  recommendation  we  made  for  fiscal  76. 
And  I  am  certain  we  will  make  a  recommendation  for  fiscal  1977,  but  until  the 
Corps  of  Engineers  gives  me  their  recommendation,  I  am  in  no  position  to  give 
you  an  exact  figure.  It  will  be  included;  how  much  is  the  question. 

TENNESSEE  VALLEY  AUTHORITY   NOMINATION 

[13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Carl  Holcomb,  and  I  represent  the  Appalachia 
Regional  Conservation  Commission  of  the  Sierra  Club.  We  want  to  compliment 
you  on  your  interest  and  concern  for  this  rich  and  wonderful  section  of  our 
great  country. 

My  question  is  this:  Your  nomination  of  Mr.  James  F.  Hooper  to  fill  the 
vacancy  on  the  TVA  Board  of  Directors  has  caused  a  great  deal  of  discussion  and 
controversy  among  the  people  of  this  area  of  the  valley,  in  the  national  media, 
and  in  the  halls  of  Congress.  We  feel  that  this  is  a  very  important  position 
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nationally  as  well  as  locally,  and  in  view  of  this  we  would  like  to  have  you  tell  us 
of  the  significant  qualifications  of  Mr.  Hooper  for  this  very  important  position. 

The  President.  There  are  three  on  the  Board;  there  are  three  spots  on  the 
Board.  Mr.  Hooper's  name  was  submitted  out  of  a  list  of  about  10  or  12.  It  was 
submitted  to  me.  The  nomination  is  before  the  United  States  Senate.  It  is  before 
the  committee  that  has  jurisdiction.  That  committee  is  in  the  process  of  con- 
ducting its  own  investigation,  and  the  report  from  that  committee  will  be  sub- 
mitted shortly,  I  am  told,  with  its  recommendation,  and  if  it  is  favorable,  it  will 
go  to  the  floor  of  the  Senate. 

At  the  time  that  Mr.  Hooper  was  selected,  we  did  look  into  his  business 
qualifications,  into  his  other  qualifications,  and  the  judgment  was  that  he  was 
qualified  for  the  position.  But  this  is  now  a  matter  for  the  United  States  Senate 
under  the  confirmation  process.  I  don't  think  I  should  go  any  further  than  that. 
The  nomination  is  there.  It  is  now  a  decision  for  the  United  States  Senate  to  make. 

STOCK  TRANSACTIONS 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Roy  Meade  representing  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Manufacturers.  As  you  know,  individual  stockholders,  the  backbone  of 
our  free  enterprise  system,  have  left  the  market  in  droves,  and  it  is  necessary  for 
them  to  return  before  we  have  the  viable  stock  market.  What  are  your  views 
on  double  taxation  of  dividends,  graduated  capital  gains  tax  when  equities  are 
sold  at  a  profit,  and  a  liberalized  capital  loss  treatment  when  sold  at  a  loss  ? 

The  President.  Well,  in  the  response  to  the  first  question.  Secretary  Simon 
about  a  month  ago  went  before  the  House  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  and 
recommended  the  Administration's  view  that  we  should  find  a  method  of  inte- 
grating taxation  of  corporate  profits  and  the  dividends  paid  to  individual  stock- 
holders. Unfortunately,  that  recommendation  was  not  treated  too  favorably  by 
the  House  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means. 

We  submitted  that  proposal  because  I  believe  that  if  we  are  going  to  create 
jobs,  we  have  to  create  the  wherewithal  for  investment  so  that  the  plant  and 
the  machinery  can  be  purchased  for  the  development  of  the  job  market. 

Now,  we  have  a  tremendous  need  and  necessity  for  investment  capital  for 
job  creation.  Now,  if  the  committee  didn't  like  what  we  recommended,  then 
they  ought  to  have,  or  they  do  have  the  obligation  to  come  up  with  some  answer 
of  their  own. 

Now  in  the  second  question,  the  House  committee,  in  its  consideration  of 
handling  of  the  sale  of  the  profit  coming  from  the  sale  of  securities  last  year. 
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made  some  modifications.  As  I  recall,  we  didn't  take  any  particular  stand  on 
that.  And  the  last  question,  I  have  forgotten  what  the  third  point  was. 

Q.  Liberalized  capital  loss  treatment  when  sold  at  a  loss. 

The  President.  Well,  I  don't  think  the  Administration  has  taken  a  stand  on 
that  particular  issue.  If  we  have,  it  is  a  detail  that  I  don't  recall. 

FEDERAL   ASSISTANCE   FOR  CHILDREN 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Arden  Miller  of  the  American  Public  Health 
Association.  I  am  concerned,  as  I  know  you  are,  with  the  well-being  of  this 
country's  children.  By  your  public  statements  on  welfare  and  by  your  veto  of 
the  children's  nutrition  bill,  you  have  indicated  some  ways  in  which  you  think 
it  is  not  appropriate  for  Government  to  give  assistance  to  families  of  low  and 
marginal  incomes  to  raise  their  children.  Do  you  recognize  that  there  is  any 
socital  responsibility  to  assist  parents  in  raising  their  children,  and  if  so,  what 
are  the  intentions  of  your  Government  to  meet  that  responsibility  ? 

The  President.  I  certainly  do  recognize  that  those  who,  for  one  reason  or 
another,  do  not  have  adequate  funds  for  the  raising  of  their  children  or  for 
their  own  sustenance  or  are  unable  to  have  an  income — the  Government  does 
have  a  responsibility. 

Let  me  take,  for  illustrative  purposes,  the  child  nutrition  bill,  which  I  vetoed 
several  days  ago.  Under  the  bill  that  came  from  the  Congress,  it  lifted  the  ceiling 
for  the  child  nutrition  program  to  a  figure  of  over  $9,000.  In  other  words,  a 
family  that  had  an  income  of  over  $9,000,  that  family's  children  would  qualify 
for  free  lunches.  I  think  that  is  far  too  high.  I  don't  think  it  can  be  justified. 

Now,  that  is  from  the  point  of  view  of  who  should  get  free  lunches.  I  certainly 
wholeheartedly  endorse  free  lunches  across  the  board  for  those  children  who 
come  from  any  family  below  the  established  poverty  level,  and  I  think  the  in- 
come level  there  is  $5,500.  There  is  no  question  that  the  children  that  come  from 
a  family  of  that  level  are  deserving  under  the  free  lunch  program.  But  I  just  as 
strongly  feel  that  the  Government  as  such  has  no  obligation  to  give  free  lunches 
to  children  of  a  family  that  has  an  income  of  over  $9,000. 

And  I  must  say  I  was  quite  disappointed  to  find  that  today  the  House  of 
Representatives  overrode  my  veto  by  370-something  to  18.  But  let  me  assure  you 
that  aside  from  the  humane  aspects — and  I  strongly  support  the  feeding  of 
children  as  I  have  indicated — this  will  add  over  $200  million  to  expenditures 
during  this  fiscal  year,  and  it  is  somewhere  in  the  magnitude  of  $600  or  $700 
million  over  expenditures  in  the  next  fiscal  year,  and  all  of  that,  of  course,  comes 
out  of  that  $395  billion  ceiling  we  are  talking  about. 
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STRIP   MINING 

[16.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Jim  Somerville,  and  I  am  representing 
the  Commission  on  Religion  in  Appalachia.  The  basic  stance  of  the  Commis- 
sion on  Rehgion,  which  is  a  cooperative  mission  enterprise  of  18  separate 
Christian  unions,  is  expressed  in  its  purpose,  which  is  that  of  taking  a  position 
of  advocacy  with  respect  to  the  people  of  this  region  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 
To  be  an  advocate  in  Jesus'  name  seems  to  us  to  command  advocacy  in  that  style, 
the  style  of  the  Nazarene.  The  Gospel  teaches  that  this  means  giving  up  the 
prestige  of  the  rich  and  the  powerful  and  taking  on  that  condition  of  the  dis- 
enfranchised. In  some  feeble  way,  very  feeble  way,  this  is  where  we  stand  and 
intend  to  stand. 

And  from  that  posture — and  I  feel  entirely  inadequate  of  trying  to  stand 
there — but  from  that  posture  we  see  that  no  issue  in  our  region  has  come  up 
from  the  grassroots  more  consistently  and  more  dramatically  than  that  of  strip 
mining.  I  know  of  no  citizens  group  anywhere  in  this  land  we  call  Appalachia 
that  has  said,  ''Let's  keep  on  strip  mining  coal."  I  do  know  of  lots  of  coal  com- 
pany interests  that  have  seemed  to  say  stripping  is  good  for  America. 

Mr.  President,  you  have  vetoed  two  strip  mining  bills.  Would  you,  in  this 
moment,  show  us  how  your  veto  of  those  bills  has  been  good  for  the  people  of 
the  Appalachian  Mountains  ?  And  if  you  can  do  that,  sir,  will  you  tell  us  how 
this  Administration,  your  Administration,  will  compensate  this  people  for  the 
devastation  of  strip  mining  ? 

The  President.  Let  me  assure  you,  I  don't  condone  irresponsible  strip 
mining— under  no  circumstances — and  the  best  evidence  of  that  is  the  fact  that 
after  the  veto  in  1974  and  after  the  veto  of  1975  we  submitted  to  the  House  and 
the  Senate  specific  amendments  that  would  make  a  strip  mining  bill  acceptable. 
It  would  have  been  a  well-balanced  strip  mining  bill  if  the  Congress  had  re- 
sponded and  considered  and  approved  the  amendments  that  we  recommended. 
And  I  would  hope  even  today  that  the  Congress  would  take  their  bill  and  add 
to  it  the  amendments  that  we  believe  are  good. 

Now,  you  know,  the  Federal  Government  is  not  the  only  governmental 
agency  that  can  meet  the  problem  of  strip  mining.  And  I  know  of  at  least  two 
States  in  Appalachia  that  have  excellent  strip  mining  laws.  Ohio— is  Jim 
Rhodes  here  ?  I  think  Jim  would  say  that  Ohio  has  a  first-class  strip  mining  bill 
and  it  works  extremely  well.  I  have  heard  about  it  a  number  of  times  from  one 
of  my  former  colleagues,  Wayne  Hays,  who  says  that  is  the  standard.  Well,  in 
Appalachia,  the  Ohio  legislation  in  effect  takes  care  of  the  problem.  In  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  they  have  a  good  strip  mining  bill,  and  maybe  other  States  in 
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the  Appalachian  region  do  have  good  strip  mining  bills.  I  know  those  two  for 
sure. 

So,  even  if  we  don't  get  a  Federal  strip  mining  bill,  there  is  no  reason  why  your 
States  can't  act  affirmatively  as  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  have  done. 

Now,  let  me  explain  two  very  practical  reasons  aside  from  the  environmental 
features,  and  our  amendments  would,  in  my  judgment,  meet  all  or  most  of  the 
environmental  problems.  Under  the  legislation  that  I  vetoed,  you  would  find 
that  there  would  be  a  substantial  loss  of  jobs,  and  number  two,  you  would  find 
under  the  legislation  that  I  vetoed  we  could  not,  under  any  circumstances,  meet 
our  goal  of  1  billion  200  thousand  (milUon)  tons  of  coal  in  10  years. 

We  are  presently  at  the  rate  of  600  million  tons,  and  we  have  to  double  that. 
And  we  can  do  it  with  good  legislation.  But  we  could  not,  in  my  opinion,  with 
the  legislation  that  the  Congress  sent  me. 

Now,  we  are  willing  to  negotiate  with  the  Congress,  we  are  willing  to  work 
with  them  to  come  up  with  an  acceptable  bill.  But  they  want  it  their  way  or 
nothing,  and  I  don't  think  that  is  the  way  to  find  a  solution  to  the  problem. 

AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTION 

[17.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Mrs.  Harry  B.  Caldwell  from  North  Carolina. 
I  am  representing  the  North  Carolina  State  Grange  and  the  State  granges  in 
this  region.  Last  fall  and  last  winter,  you  called  on  the  farmers  of  America  for 
all-out  production,  and  you  indicated  that  they  would  have  the  assurance  that 
you  would  give  them  full  support  in  receiving  reasonable  prices  for  the  things 
that  they  produced. 

Just  recently — I  believe  it  was  last  week — Secretary  Earl  Butz,  in  a  meeting 
in  Chicago,  again  called  on  the  American  farmers  to  go  all-out  in  producing  the 
food  and  fiber  needed  for  our  Nation  and  to  help  meet  the  needs  of  the  world 
in  1976. 

Now,  farmers  are  born  optimists.  They  really  want  to  produce,  but  they  need 
the  assurance  that  they  will  receive  costs  of  production  plus  a  reasonable  profit. 
My  question  is  going  to  be  in  three  parts,  all  of  them  related.  How  do  you 
propose  that  farmers  will  receive  fair  and  reasonable  prices  if  they  produce  the 
abundance  called  for  by  the  Government  ?  And  what 

The  President.  Do  you  want  me  to  answer 

Q.  They  are  related.  Do  you  want  to  answer  that  one  now  ? 

The  President.  I  would  be  very  glad  to.  I  indicated  earlier  that  we  did  ask 
for  full  production,  and  the  farmers  responded  in  corn,  wheat,  soybeans.  I  in- 
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dicated  we  have  a  temporary  suspension,  but  only  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
an  assured  market  of  a  substantial  amount  over  a  5-year  period. 

I  think  it  is  fair  to  point  out  that  since  the  suspension,  which  is  in  effect  now 
for  about  5  weeks,  the  price  of  wheat  on  the  market  has  gone  up  from  around 
$3.75  a  bushel  to  $4.05  a  bushel.  So,  even  with  the  suspension  of  sales  to  the  Soviet 
Union,  there  has  not  been  any  drop  in  the  wheat  market,  and  I  believe  that  is 
likewise  true  in  the  corn  market.  Because  everybody  knows  that  the  Soviet  Union 
is  going  to  come  back  into  the  market  this  year,  and  in  addition  we  will  get  a 
5-year  agreement  with  an  assured  market  of  a  substantial  amount. 

Q.  Now,  what  are  the  features  of  the  new  farm  bill  that  we  will  have  next  year 
that  are  being  proposed  by  th^  Administration  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  believe  that  the  Administration  feels  that  the  existing 
law,  which  is  market-oriented  and  permits  the  farmer  to  sell  his  product  in  the 
market  rather  than  to  sell  it  to  the  Government  and  have  the  Government  store 
it  is  the  best  approach. 

So,  it  is  my  feeling  that  this  legislation  is  basically  sound,  it  has  resulted  in 
full  production,  and  we  have  gotten  rid  of  the  storage  problem.  With  corn 
at  about  $3.15  a  bushel,  as  I  recall,  and  wheat  at  about  $4.05  a  bushel — I  have 
forgotten  what  soybeans  are;  they  are  about  $5.00-plus  a  bushel,  whatever  it  is — 
that  we  are  in  the  right  area,  and  we  have  got  a  fairly  sound  program. 

Q.  Then  you  feel  optimistic  about  the  future,  and  we  can  go  home  and  tell 
the  farmers  to  go  ahead  and  plant  ? 

The  President.  You  sure  can,  and  the  more  you  plant,  the  more  you  will  sell. 
And  we  will  be  in  a  strategic  position  to  use  our  bountiful  harvest  for  humane 
purposes  and  other  purposes  around  the  world.  And  the  farmers  are  going  to 
get,  in  my  judgment,  a  fair  price  in  an  open  market. 

AMERICAN   PRODUCTIVITY 

[18.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Bill  Bowden  of  the  Southern  Growth  Policies  Board. 
Governor  James  Holshouser  of  North  Carolina  is  chairman  of  our  board  this 
year.  There  is  a  broad  agreement  that  there  is  a  decline  in  the  rate  of  produc- 
tivity growth  in  the  United  States — and  I  should  add  this  is  particularly  true  in 
the  Southern  United  States  in  the  past  several  years — which  has  contributed  to 
inflation  and  to  recession,  to  unemployment,  it  has  placed  the  Nation  in  a 
vulnerable  position  in  trying  to  compete  with  other  nations  for  world  markets. 

Senator  Percy  of  Illinois  and  Senator  Nunn  of  Georgia  have  been  bipartisan 
sponsors  of  a  bill  called  the  national  productivity  act.  It  has  been  approved  by 
the  Senate.  It  appears  to  be  headed  for  approval  by  the  House.  The  productivity 
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act  provides  for  a  national  center  to  review  Federal  legislation  and  agency  op- 
erations for  their  impact^  plus  or  minus,  on  the  ability  of  this  country  to  be 
productive.  The  bill  also  encourages  joint  labor,  industry,  and  Government 
efforts  to  improve  production  and  w^ork  conditions. 

Lasriy,  and  perhaps  most  importandy,  Mr.  President,  the  bill  provides  for  a 
Federal  policy  to  improve  the  use  of  human  resources  for  improved  v^ork  qual- 
ity. I  might  just  say,  as  an  aside,  we  have  never  had  in  this  country  a  Federal 
policy  and  an  apparatus  for  the  transfer  of  science  and  technological  informa- 
tion after  private  enterprise  and  the  local  government  in  the  same  sense  as  we 
have  had  through  cooperative  extension  of  the  Smith-Lever  Act  for  the  im- 
provement of  productivity  in  the  rural  sector  and  improvement  of  the  quality 
of  life  of  rural  people.  And  so,  we  see  the  seeds  of  this  sort  of  thing  in  the 
national  productivity  act.  Would  you  comment,  sir,  to  the  extent  that  you  can, 
your  attitude  towards  such  legislation  ? 

The  President.  I  think  it  should  be  said,  first,  that  of  all  segments  of  our 
society  in  the  last  20  years  that  have  shown  the  greatest  degree  of  increase  in 
productivity  it  has  been  in  American  agriculture.  They  have  plunged  forward 
and  produced  more  per  man,  shown  the  greatest  increase  of  any  segment  of  our 
society;  for,  I  think,  5  percent  of  the  American  farmers  produce  enough  for  the 
other  95  percent  and  sell  substantial  amounts  overseas. 

So,  the  farmers  have  done  a  superb  job.  We  have  to  do  better  in  other  areas. 
Now,  we  have  had  for  about  4  years  a  productivity  commission. 

Q.  That  is  correct. 

The  President.  That  commission  was  established  on  the  recommendation  of 
a  former  Secretary  of  Labor,  George  Shultz.  It  is  in  operation  now.  I  think  the 
law  is  about  to  expire,  and  there  is  some  criticism  of  it.  Whether  it  is  justified 
or  not,  I  honestly  can't  tell  you. 

The  criticism  is  primarily  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  think  it  can  be 
justified.  The  annual  expenditure  or  appropriation  is  about  $1,500,000. 1  am  for 
that  approach.  I  believe  that  it  is  worth  that  investment.  But  I  think  the  problem 
is  not  convincing  those  of  us  in  the  executive  branch,  but  convincing  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  existing  law  ought  to  be  extended. 

And  in  effect,  I  would  recommend  that  it  be  made  permanent  so  that  it  is  out 
there  as  an  instrument  of  trying  to  increase  productivity  in  our  society.  It  is  the 
best  insurance  against  inflation.  It  is  the  best  insurance  against  foreign  competi- 
tion. 

Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President.  That  is  very  encouraging. 
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The  President.  We  have  got  about  two  more,  so  let's  go  ahead.  I  will  be  the 
good  guy  and  let  Bill  be  the  bad  guy.  Go  ahead,  sir. 

REGIONAL   COOPERATION 

[19.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Harold  McPheeters,  with  the  Southern  Regional 
Education  Board.  I  too  would  like  to  thank  you  and  all  these  very  impressive 
leaders  of  your  Administration  for  coming  to  our  region,  to  listen  to  our  ques- 
tions and  our  discussion.  I  would  like  to  ask  a  question  about  interstate  regional 
cooperation.  We  have  in  this  region  two,  I  think,  successful  examples  of  inter- 
state regional  cooperation  in  economic  and  development  programs  in  the  TVA 
and  the  Appalachian  Regional  Commission,  both  of  which  are  largely  Federal. 

Yet  there  are  many  other  domestic  problems  which  I  think  lend  themselves  to 
this  kind  of  interstate  regional  planning  and  cooperation,  such  as  the  training 
of  rare  health  and  scientific  personnel,  certain  environmental  planning,  certain 
specialized  economic  programs,  and  so  forth.  We  have  several  interstate  orga- 
nizations— some  are  interstate  organizations  of  the  States  themselves,  some  are 
professional  organizations  and  associations  that  could  work  in  this  area. 

However,  the  Federal  Government  tends  to  deal  with  the  States  State-by-State. 
Now,  I  realize  you  are  President  of  the  United  States,  but  is  it  likely  that  the 
Federal  Government  will  use  more  of  this  kind  of  regional  interstate  coopera- 
tion and  planning  and  action  ? 

The  President.  I  see  no  reason  why  we  should  not,  and  we  do  have  our 
Federal  Regional  Council,  which  is  supposed  to  coordinate  the  various  depart- 
mental programs  in  the  region  under  their  jurisdiction. 

Now,  that  is  at  the  Federal  level.  It  does  not  have  a  corresponding  group, 
necessarily,  at  the  State  level,  but  in  those  areas  where  it  makes  sense  geograph- 
ically, I  would  hope  that  we  would  not  be  hidebound  by  arbitrary  State  lines, 
and  to  the  extent  in  the  areas  of  health  and  education  where  it  makes  sense,  we 
would  proceed  with  the  establishment  of  regional  or  other  geographical  orga- 
nizations to  meet  a  practical  problem.  I  don't  think  we  should  be  circumscribed 
by  just  arbitrary  State  lines  if  another  approach  is  the  better  one. 

NEW  YORK   CITY 

[20.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Roger  Hibbs,  representing  the  Mid-Appala- 
chian Chamber  of  Commerce.  As  you  are  aware,  sir,  New  York  City  has  been 
suffering  from  fiscal  irresponsibility,  if  not  gross  mismanagement,  for  many 
years.  What,  sir,  in  your  opinion  will  be  the  effect  on  the  United  States  economy 
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should  New  York  City  default  on  its  obligations,  and  do  you  plan  to  bail  them 
out  with  Federal  taxpayers'  dollars  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  have  been  told  by  a  number  of  economic  experts 
that  if  by  chance  New  York  City  should  default  and  can't  borrow  the  money 
to  meet  its  current  operating  expenses,  that  the  impact  of  such  action  or  of  such 
occurrence  happening  could  be  containable,  as  these  experts  tell  me.  That  is  the 
phraseology  they  use. 

I  have  heard  enough  of  them  say  that  that  I  believe  that  it  is  accurate.  The 
more  serious  problem  is  if  New  York  City  can't  meet  its  obligations,  can't 
borrow  the  money  or  have  it  from  other  sources,  now  that  we  have  the  problem 
of  New  York  State  having  seome  difficulties.  But  I  can't  believe  that  a  State  with  ^ 
all  the  wealth  that  New  York  State  has  can't  meet  that  problem. 

The  problem  of  New  York  City  is  a  serious  one.  I  have  great  sympathy  for 
the  people  of  New  York  City.  I  do  believe  there  is  a  solution,  but  it  has  to  come 
from  the  local  and  responsible  State  authorities  or  the  local  city  authorities. 

There  is  no  legislation  at  the  Federal  level  that  would  permit  the  executive 
branch  to  move  in  and  do  anything  under  these  circumstances.  The  Federal 
Reserve  Board  has  certain  authority  that  can  help  in  the  financial  community, 
but  neither  it  nor  the  Federal  Government  per  se  has  any  authority  to  bail  out 
New  York  City. 

Most  people  don't  recognize  that  in  either  this  fiscal  year  or  last  fiscal  year 
the  Federal  Government  made  available  in  various  programs  to  the  city  of  New 
York  about  $3,500  million,  roughly  25  percent  of  their  revenue. 

So,  the  Federal  Government  has  not  been  negligent  in  trying  to  help  the  city 
of  New  York  over  the  last  several  years.  They  are  in  a  lot  of  trouble,  and  it  has 
not  happened  overnight.  And  so  far,  there  has  not  been  any  viable  program 
presented  that  I  have  seen  that  will  get  them  out  of  their  difficulty,  but  we  will 
have  to  wait  and  see. 

I  hope  they  can  make  it,  but  the  Federal  Government,  or  the  executive  branch 
of  the  Federal  Government,  has  no  authority  to  do  anything. 

Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  Out  in  Omaha  a  week  or  10  days  ago,  I  asked  an  audience 
like  this,  when  the  question  was  asked,  how  many  in  the  audience  would  rec- 
ommend that  the  Federal  Government  move  in  and  rescue  New  York  City. 
I  asked  this  very  solemnly,  and  I  asked  it  very  seriously. 

How  many  in  this  room  would  recommend  that  the  Federal  Government 
go  in  and  take  care  of  the  financial  situation  the  city  of  New  York  has.  It  is  a 
serious  matter,  but  it  would  have  a  very  serious  impact  on  our  structure. 
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EQUAL  RIGHTS  AMENDMENT 

[21.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  thank  you  for  coming  to  Tennessee,  and  we  wel- 
come you  here.  I  represent  the  "Stop  Equal  Rights  Amendment"  group  in  East 
Tennessee. 

The  President.  Excuse  me.  I  didn't  hear. 

Q.  I  am  Dorothy  Warnacut  from  Etowah,  Tennessee,  and  I  am  an  east 
Tennessee  chairman  for  Stop  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment.  I  think  you  have 
heard  of  that  amendment.  [Laughter]  You  have  met  with  pro  equal  rights 
amendment  representatives,  and  we  want  to  know  if  you  would  please  grant  us 
our  equal  rights  to  meet  with  you  ?  [ljiughter\ 

The  President.  I  am  not  familiar  that  I  have  met  with  any  group  such  as  you 
describe.  I  was  in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  voted  for  it.  So,  my  record 
is  clear. 

It  is  now  out  of  the  Congress,  and  it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  various  State  legisla- 
ture§  or  in  the  hands  of  the  people  in  the  respective  States.  That  is  a  procedure 
that  is  proper  under  our  Constitution,  and  individuals  pro  and  con  at  the  State 
level  now  have  the  responsibility  to  decide  under  the  Constitution  whether  there 
should  be  a  ratification  of  that  action  taken  by  the  Congress. 

I  thank  you  very,  very  much.  It  is  a  pleasure  and  privilege  to  be  here. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4  p.m.  in  the  Cum-  to  Governors  Ray  Blanton  of  Tennessee,  Julian  M. 
berland  Ballroom  at  the  Hyatt  Regency  Hotel.  He  Carroll  of  Kentucky,  William  L.  Waller  of  Mis- 
was  introduced  by  William  J.  Baroody,  Jr.,  Assistant  sissippi,  James  A.  Holshouser  of  North  Carolina, 
to  the  President  for  Public  Liaison.  James  A.  Rhodes  of  Ohio,  George  Busbee  of 
In   his   opening   remarks,    the   President   referred  Georgia,  and  Arch  A.  Moore,  Jr.,  of  West  Virginia. 

617 

Remarks  at  a  Reception  of  the  American  Society 

of  Oral  Surgeons.     October  7,  1975 

IT  IS  great  to  be  here,  and  as  I  look  over  the  audience  I  see  some  of  my  former 
colleagues  in  the  Congress.  But  it  is  delightful  to  be  here  again  as  I  was  in  1971 
when  I  was  still  in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  had  the  opportunity  of 
joining  Dr.  Jim  Edwards,  who  is  now  a  great  Governor  in  South  Carolina,  and 
also  to  be  here— I  am  sure  he  must  be  here  someplace— Dr.  Lee  Ricker  from  my 
hometown  of  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan. 

Well,  I  just  met  Dr.  Hayward  from  the  University  of  Michigan  as  I  came  in. 
A  long  time  ago,  before  many  of  you  knew  anything  about  oral  surgery,  I  was 
the  beneficiary  of  some  experimental  work— [laughter]— 2it  the  University  of 
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Michigan  Dental  School.  And  I  must  say,  I  have  not  had  one  failure  from  that 
fine  experimental  work,  for  which  I  thank  them  all. 

But  in  1932  and  1933,  when  I  was  the  beneficiary  of  that  expert  professional 
training  and  instruction — whatever  the  price  was,  it  was  cheap — but  it  was  a 
darn  good  bit  of  service,  and  for  them  I  thank  them.  But  it  got  me  straightened 
out  on  the  right  path  because  I  have  benefited  from  the  good  advice  they  gave. 
And  I  am  real  proud  of  what  all  of  you  in  your  society  and  your  associates  have 
done.  And  I  compliment  you  for  the  high  professionalism  of  your  organization 
and  the  people  that  are  a  part  of  it. 

The  original  schedule  was  that  I  was  to  be  here  last  night.  [Laughter]  But  I 
had  another  message  to  give  on  a  far  broader  scale.  [Laughter]  And  so,  I  thought 
if  you  could  stand  it,  I  would  come  here  tonight  after  I  got  back  from  a  long 
day  in  Tennessee  to  give  you  a  personal,  firsthand  approach  to  some  of  the 
things  I  said  last  night.  And  if  you  don't  mind  my  repeating  and  perhaps 
expanding  some  of  those  views,  I  would  like  to  do  so. 

I  think  we  are  faced  with  two  very  serious  decisions  that  I  had  to  make  and 
that  I  have  made,  and  now  the  Congress  must  face  up  to,  and  it  will  have  to 
decide.  The  two  problems  are  very  simple.  I  believe  the  Federal  Government 
should  tax  less,  and  it  is  my  strong  conviction  that  the  Federal  Government 
should  put  a  substantial  restraint  on  the  growth  of  Federal  spending. 

I  feel  very  strongly  that  you  can't  do  one  without  the  other,  and  I  am  going 
to  say  to  the  Congress  very  specifically,  very  categorically,  if  you  want  a  tax 
reduction,  if  you  want  a  meaningful,  substantial,  constructive  tax  reduction, 
you  have  to  put  a  restraint  on  Federal  spending,  period. 

Let  me  talk  very  specifically,  if  I  can,  about  what  the  trend  of  Federal  spend- 
ing is.  On  June  30  of  this  year.  Federal  spending  for  a  12-month  period  will  be 
$370  billion.  In  12  months,  your  Government  will  spend  in  this  current  fiscal 
year  $370  billion.  If  we  don't  add  one  new  program,  if  we  don't  change  one 
dollar  in  escalation,  if  we  let  things  just  go  along  as  they  are,  the  growth  in 
Federal  spending  in  the  next  12  months  from  July  1  of  this  year  or  next  year 
to  July  1  of  1977 — you  will  add  $50  billion  to  Federal  spending  in  12  months. 

That  is  the  add-on  and  will  take  you  up  to  $420  or  $430  billion.  That  is  the 
growth  factor  without  any  new  program,  without  improving,  changing,  or — 
that  is  just  what  happens  mechanically.  Because  more  people  become  eligible, 
the  escalation  clauses  are  in  effect.  It  just  happens. 

Now,  some  people  say  that  is  uncontrollable.  I  don't  think  it  is.  It  is  uncon- 
trollable if  Congress  does  not  do  anything  to  stop  it.  That  is  what  the  law  says. 
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But  if  Congress  will  face  up  to  a  limitation,  we  can  control  it,  and  that  is  what 
they  ought  to  do. 

We  ought  to  get  rid  of  the  words  "uncontrollable  Federal  expenditures." 
You  can  control  them,  I  can  control  them,  if  Congress  will  change  the  law, 
period. 

And  let  me  point  out  one  thing,  if  I  might.  This  fiscal  year  which  begins, 
or  ends  I  should  say,  next  June  30,  will  have  a  deficit  of  somewhere  between 
$62  and  $70  billion — deficit.  That  is  more  money  we  have  to  borrow  to  pay  our 
current  obligations  in  12  months. 

If  what  I  have  recommended,  that  we  get  a  $28  billion  tax  cut  and  a  $28 
billion  limitation  on  the  growth  of  Federal  expenditures,  we  can  just  about  cut 
in  half  for  the  next  fiscal  year  the  deficit.  It  will  be  somewhere  around  $40 
billion. 

Now,  that's  bad,  but  let  me  tell  you  what  will  happen  if  we  don't  cut  the 
growth — and  I  underline  "the  growth" — in  Federal  expenditures.  We  will  end 
up  with  a  deficit  next  fiscal  year  of  $70'plus  billion.  So,  you  will  have  back-to- 
back  deficits  of  around  $140— well,  total  $140  billion.  That  is  the  cold,  hard, 
statistical  fact  of  life. 

So,  what  is  our  choice?  In  order  to  get  the  Congress  to  put  a  limitation  on 
growth  of  Federal  spending,  we  have  to  convince  the  Congress  that  it  is  wise 
to  put  a  tax  reduction  in  at  the  same  time.  I  think  a  good  many  Members  of 
Congress  even  today  agree  with  that,  and  more  and  more  will  agree  with  it  if 
you  go  out  and  sell  it. 

What  kind  of  tax  package  are  we  trying  to  sell  ?  We  are  trying  to  sell  a  tax 
package  that  gives  to  the  hard-working,  industrious,  middle-income  group  a 
better  break.  They  have  been  shortchanged  if  you  look  at  the  tax  packages  over 
the  last  10  or  20  years.  And  we  are  talking  about  the  people  in  the  range  of 
$8,000  to  $25,000  to  $30,000. 

They  have  been  getting  shortchanged.  You  can  look  at  the  statistics.  They 
are  very  accurate.  What  we  are  trying  to  do  is  to  give  to  them  the  kind  of  a 
break  so  they  can  send  their  kids  to  school,  buy  a  home,  do  some  of  the  things 
that  they  worked  for  and  sought  to  achieve. 

What  are  the  specifics  ?  The  specifics  are  to  increase  the  personal  exemption 
from  $750  per  person  to  $1,000.  Number  two,  for  a  single  person,  the  regular 
deduction — standard  deduction  they  call  it — for  a  single  person,  a  flat  rate  of 
$1,800;  for  a  family,  $2,500. 

In  addition,  we  revise  the  rate  schedules.  The  net  result  is  you  are  going  to 
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have  equity  done  to  those  people  down  in  that  middle-income  group.  And  they 
have  taken  it  on  the  chin,  and  they  deserve  their  fair  share. 

We  have  emphasized  in  recent  years  taking  care  of  the  less  w^ell-ofl.  Under  the 
tax  package  I  have  recommended,  they  are  held  harmless,  they  are  not  taxed 
one  dime  more.  Over  the  years,  some  people  allege  that  the  people  more  v^ell-oflf 
have  gotten  the  benefits.  We  don't  give  them  any  more. 

The  people  that  get  the  help  are  those  people  in  the  middle-income  brackets, 
and  they  are  the  strength,  in  my  judgment,  of  our  American  society. 

But  I  reemphasize  for  the  benefit  of  some  of  my  friends  from  the  Congress 
w^ho  are  here  on  both  sides  of  the  aisle,  if  we  are  going  to  give  this  kind  of  a 
meaningful  tax  reduction,  we  have  to  have  a  dollar-for-dollar  reduction  in  the 
growth  of  Federal  expenditures.  It  is  a  package  or  it  is  nothing,  and  I  ask  for  your 
help  to  convince  your  Members  of  Congress  that  that  is  the  right  thing  to  do. 

One  other  observation  and  comment.  I  am  real  pleased  to  be  here  with  all  of 
you  who  have  such  intimate  contact  with  your  patients  and  your  fellow  citizens. 
I  am  grateful  for  the  help  and  assistance  you  gave  me  over  a  long  period  of  time. 
And  I  urge  you  to  continue  that  high  level  of  professionalism,  which  is  so 
important  in  our  society. 

Excellence  is  something  that  we  should  stimulate  our  successors  to  achieve. 
You  who  are  here  represent  that.  And  this  is  what  we  have  to  have  in  our 
society,  individually  and  collectively,  and  we  have  to  have  as  a  nation. 

Whether  it  is  meeting  the  problem  of  expenditures  or  taxes  or  energy  or  foreign 
policy,  we  have  to  have  that  kind  of  vision,  that  kind  of  action  if  we  are  to  justify 
the  faith  that  was  given  to  us  by  our  forefathers. 

You  and  I  have  a  mission  to  justify  what  they  did  for  us,  and  we  have  a  respon- 
sibility for  those  that  succeed  us.  Our  goals  should  be  high  and  our  efforts  should 
be  maximized — not  for  us,  but  to  adequately  represent  what  was  done  before 
and  to  stimulate  that  what  must  be  done  in  the  future. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:29  p.m.  in  the  International  Ballroom  at  the  Washington  Hilton  Hotel. 
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Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Proposing  Reform  of 
Airline  Industry  Regulation.     October  8,  1973 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

As  part  of  my  program  to  strengthen  the  Nation's  economy  through  greater 
reliance  on  competition  in  the  marketplace,  I  announced  earlier  this  year  my 
intention  to  send  to  the  Congress  a  comprehensive  program  for  the  reform  of 
transportation  regulation.  In  May,  I  sent  to  Congress  the  Railroad  Revitalization 
Act  aimed  at  rebuilding  a  healthy,  progressive  rail  system  for  the  Nation.  Today 
I  am  pleased  to  submit  the  Aviation  Act  of  1975  w^hich  will  provide  similar 
improvements  in  the  regulatory  environment  of  our  airHnes.  To  complete  the 
package,  I  w^ill  soon  be  forwarding  similar  legislation  for  the  reform  of  regula- 
tion governing  the  motor  carrier  industry. 

The  result  of  the  regulatory  reform  measures  proposed  in  this  legislation  will 
have  a  direct  and  beneficial  impact  on  the  American  consumer.  Countless  Amer- 
icans use  air  travel  on  a  regular  basis  in  connection  with  their  jobs  and  leisure 
activities.  But  for  many  Americans,  air  travel  has  become  a  luxury  too  expensive 
to  afford.  In  part,  today's  high  costs  of  air  transportation  are  attributable  to 
inflation  and  the  rising  cost  of  fuel  and  labor.  But  they  are  also  the  result  of  long 
years  of  excessive  economic  regulation. 

In  1938,  when  the  Congress  authorized  the  creation  of  the  Civil  Aeronautics 
Board,  there  was  a  belief  that  some  form  of  government  intervention  was  needed 
to  protect  the  infant  airline  industry.  Accordingly,  the  Board  was  instructed  to 
regulate  this  industry  in  order  to  promote  its  growth  and  development.  Entry 
into  the  industry  was  strictly  controlled.  Even  those  airlines  who  were  allowed 
entry  into  the  industry  were  rigorously  controlled  with  respect  to  what  markets 
they  could  serve  and  fares  were  regulated.  Real  competition  was  intentionally 
dampened. 

In  the  almost  four  decades  since  economic  regulation  of  airlines  was  estab- 
lished, this  industry  has  grown  tremendously.  It  can  no  longer  be  called  an  in- 
fant. Consequently,  protective  government  regulation  established  to  serve  the 
particular  needs  of  a  new  industry  has  oudived  its  original  purpose.  The  rigidly 
controlled  regulatory  structure  now  serves  to  stifle  competition,  increase  cost  to 
travelers,  makes  the  industry  less  efficient  than  it  could  be  and  denies  large 
segments  of  the  American  public  access  to  lower  cost  air  transportation.  A  num- 
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ber  of  studies  have  indicated  that  the  cost  of  air  transportation  to  American 
consumers  is  far  higher  than  necessary  as  a  result  of  overregulation. 

The  overriding  objective  of  the  proposed  legislation  is  to  ensure  that  wc  have 
the  most  efficient  airline  system  in  the  w^orld  providing  the  American  public  w^ith 
the  best  possible  service  at  the  lov^est  possible  cost.  We  must  make  sure  that  the 
industry  responds  to  natural  market  forces  and  to  consumer  demands  rather  than 
to  artificial  constraints  set  out  by  government.  This  legislation  w^ould  replace  the 
present  promotional  and  protectionist  regulatory  system  with  one  which  serves 
the  needs  of  the  public  by  allowing  the  naturally  competitive  nature  of  the  indus- 
try to  operate.  It  provides  the  airline  industry  increased  flexibiHty  to  adjust  prices 
to  meet  market  demands.  And  it  will  make  it  substantially  easier  for  firms  who 
wish  and  are  able  to  provide  airline  services  to  do  so.  These  measures  will  be 
introduced  gradually  to  permit  the  industry  to  adjust  to  a  new  regulatory  envi- 
ronment. Government  will  continue  to  set  rigid  safety  and  financial  standards 
for  the  airlines.  But  the  focus  of  the  new  regulatory  scheme  will  be  to  protect 
consumer  interests,  rather  than  those  of  the  industry. 

I  urge  the  Congress  to  give  careful  and  speedy  attention  to  these  measures  so 
that  the  over  200  million  passengers  who  use  our  airlines  every  year  are  given  the 
benefits  of  greater  competition  that  will  flow  from  regulatory  reform  of  this 
industry. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

October  8, 1975. 
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Remarks  at  Ceremonies  Commemorating  the  Bicentennial 

of  the  United  States  Navy.     October  9,  1975 

Than\  you  very  much,  Mr.  Secretary.  Admiral  Holloway,  distinguished  guests, 
ladies  and  gentlemen: 

At  the  outset,  may  I  express  my  very  deep  personal  gratitude  for  your  thought- 
fulness  and  the  kindness  of  the  Navy  in  giving  to  me  those  two  wonderful 
mementos  that  reflect,  of  course,  the  history  and  the  tradition  of  the  Navy  itself. 

I  am  very,  very  proud  and  highly  honored  to  salute  this  special  day  marking  the 
200th  anniversary  of  the  United  States  Navy.  Those  of  us  who  love  the  Navy  and 
who  have  gone  to  sea  in  her  ships  know  that  the  history  of  the  Navy  is  the  history 
of  the  United  States. 
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Our  Navy  remains  the  symbol  of  the  United  States— of  our  dedicated  and 
skilled  sailors,  of  our  technological  genius  and  our  massive,  but  controlled,  mili- 
tary strength,  v^hich  patrols  the  oceans  of  the  w^orld  on  a  mission  of  peace. 

I  pledge  to  you  today  that  I  remain  fully  committed  to  a  Navy  second  to 
none  in  readiness  and  capabihty,  a  Navy  devoted  to  the  Nation's  highest  ideal. 

Since  our  first  sailing  ship  mounted  a  cannon,  our  sailors  have  protected 
America  at  home  and  throughout  the  w^orld.  As  v^e  begin  the  celebration  of  our 
National  Bicentennial,  much  has  changed,  but  the  Navy  remains  steadfast  as 
our  first  line  and  guardian  of  liberty  and  peace. 

It  took  naval  pov^er  to  vs^in  our  freedom.  It  still  takes  naval  pov^er  to  preserve 
freedom.  As  President  and  as  Commander  in  Chief,  I  will  do  all  that  I  can  to 
keep  the  United  States  Navy  supplied  w^ith  the  best  and  the  most  modern  ships, 
weapons,  training,  and  equipment  in  the  world  today. 

It  is  my  sworn  duty  to  maintain  the  power  for  peace  that  the  Navy  symbolizes. 
The  credibility  of  the  United  States,  in  the  eyes  of  both  our  friends  and  political 
adversaries,  depends  upon  the  courage,  the  skill,  and  the  discipline  of  the  men 
and  women  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

Any  assessment  of  our  military,  economic,  and  moral  strength  must  take  into 
account  the  respect  the  United  States  commands  on  the  high  seas.  My  budget 
recommendations  for  national  defense  are  the  minimum  essential  for  our  safety, 
and  I  might  add,  I  am  more  than  disappointed  that  in  too  many  instances  these 
budget  recommendations  for  weapons,  for  equipment,  for  this  and  for  that  have 
been  so  deeply  cut. 

Some  now  advance  the  misguided  notion  that  Americans  are  no  longer  fight- 
ing anywhere;  because  we  are  seeking  to  broaden  every  channel  to  peace,  we 
can  afford  the  luxury  of  some  new  domestic  programs  out  of  defense  cutbacks. 
I  am  convinced  that  the  adequate  spending  for  national  defense  is  an  insurance 
policy,  one  for  peace  that  we  cannot  afford  to  be  without. 

Certainly  the  most  important  obligation  of  government  is  to  guarantee  all 
citizens  protection  of  their  lives  and  freedom  against  outside  attack. 

Today,  that  protection  is  our  principal  hope  for  peace.  What  expense  item  in 
our  Federal  budget  is  more  essential  ?  Obviously,  from  my  previous  remarks, 
I  will  resist  to  the  utmost  the  scuttHng  of  the  United  States  Navy  in  every  way 
available  to  me. 

On  the  200th  anniversary  of  our  heroic  Navy,  I  appeal  to  the  common  sense 
and  courage  of  the  American  people.  At  home,  we  are  making  real  progress 
on  the  problems  that  beset  our  Nation.  It  is  not  the  time  to  dismantle  our 
defenses. 


1644 


October  9  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1975  [620] 

I  reject  the  prophets  of  doom  who  see  nothing  but  depression  at  home  and 
defeat  abroad.  I  reject  any  advice  to  pull  down  the  Stars  and  the  Stripes  and  sail 
home  from  the  seas  of  the  world  to  safe  anchorage  at  home  port. 

If  we  do  so,  our  home  ports  will  no  longer  be  safe.  You  know  it,  and  I  know 
it.  Under  my  Presidency,  we  will  neither  furl  the  flag  nor  abandon  hope.  We 
will  maintain  constancy  and  credibility  of  American  strength  at  home,  as  on 
the  seas  of  the  world. 

Thank  you  very  much,  and  Godspeed  to  all  hands. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:23  p.m.  at  Leutze      Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  Adm.  James  L.  Hollo- 
Park  at  the  Washington  Navy  Yard.  In  his  opening      vi^ay  III,  Chief  of  Naval  Operations, 
remarks,  he  referred  to  J.  William  Middendorf  II, 

620 

The  President's  News  Conference  of 
October  9,  1975 

The  President.  Good  evening.  How  are  you  all  tonight } 
Miss  Thomas  [Helen  Thomas,  United  Press  International]. 

THE  MIDDLE  EAST 

[1.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  it  now  seems  pretty  certain  that  Congress  will  approve 
sending  American  civilians  to  the  Sinai.  My  question  is:  Will  any  of  these 
Americans  be  drawn  from  the  military  establishment,  CIA,  or  the  intelligence 
agencies,  and  is  recruiting  underway  now  ? 

The  President.  I  can  only  tell  you  that  the  American  technicians  will  be 
American  civilians.  They  are  highly  qualified,  very  technically  oriented  indi- 
viduals who  have  to  operate  very  sophisticated  electronics  equipment.  The  actual 
recruiting,  I  assume,  will  begin  very  shortly.  I  am  certain  they  will  not  be  in 
the  military. 

Q.  Well,  they  may  not  be  in  the  military  after  they  go  to  the  Sinai,  but  are 
they  being  drawn  from  that  area  ? 

The  President.  I  can't  give  you  the  specifics  on  that,  except  that  I  can  assure 
you  that  they  are  civilian  technicians  and  will  have  no  relationship  to  our 
military. 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  we  are  well  aware  of  your  opposition  to  a  Federal 
bailout  of  New  York  City,  but  does  that  necessarily  mean  that  you  would  veto 
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any  legislation  you  might  get  from  Congress  that  would  aim  in  that  general 
direction  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  any  legislation  that  I  have  heard  people  com- 
ment about  or  any  legislation  that  I  have  read  about  v^ould  justify  approval  by 
myself.  The  legislation  that  I  have  heard  about  is  a  long  v^ay  from  getting 
through  the  Congress. 

Every  place  I  go,  I  check  with  Members  of  the  Congress — Democratic  or 
Republican — and  I  check,  as  some  of  you  may  know,  with  people  in  various 
communities.  And  I  find  no  substantial  sentiment  for  any  legislation  of  one  kind 
or  another  in  the  Congress  to  bail  out  New  York  City.  So,  I  think  it  is  very 
premature  to  make  any  comment  other  than  nothing  I  have  seen  so  far  seems 
to  fit  the  bill. 

Yes,  Mr.  Lisagor  [Peter  Lisagor,  Chicago  Daily  News]. 

FEDERAL  TAXES   AND   SPENDING 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  have  said  that,  or  have  indicated,  or  some  of  your 
people  have,  that  you  would  veto  a  tax  bill  if  it  is  not  tied  to  this  budget  ceiling. 
My  question  is,  would  you  really  shoot  Santa  Claus  in  an  election  year.^^ 
[Laughter'] 

The  President.  Mr.  Lisagor,  I  have  said  with  great  emphasis  that  the  Amer- 
ican people  want  a  $28  billion  tax  cut  and  a  $28  billion  reduction  in  the  growth 
of  Federal  expenditures.  They  know  that  that  is  the  right  way  to  meet  the  prob- 
lem of  getting  our  long-term  reform  in  tax  legislation  and  to  achieve  a  respon- 
sible program  in  spending  limitations. 

I  absolutely,  without  any  equivocation,  say  that  if  the  Congress  plays  politics 
by  sending  a  tax  reduction  bill  to  my  desk  without  any  responsible  restraint  on 
Federal  spending,  the  answer  is,  as  I  said  the  other  night,  I  would  not  hesitate 
to  veto  it. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  could  I  follow  that  and  ask  you,  have  you  taken  any  polls 
to  find  out  whether  the  American  people  really  support  this  program,  because 
you  and  others  have  said  that  the  American  people  want  this  ?  How  do  you  know 
they  want  this  ? 

The  President.  I  have  been  watching  some  of  the  polls  taken  nationally  for 
the  last  several  months,  and  there  is  a  general  consensus  that  Federal  spending 
ought  to  be  controlled.  And  I  believe  there  is  a  strong  feeling  that  the  Federal 
Government  should  take  less  out  of  the  taxpayer's  pocket  so  the  taxpayer  can 
spend  it  himself. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  to  stay  with  the  tax  and  spending  program,  critics  of  the 
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program  say  that  since  your  $28  billion  in  tax  cuts  would  start  on  January  1, 
about  9  months  before  the  spending  cuts,  that  what  you  really  have  is  a  highly 
inflationary  fiscal  policy  for  the  first  part  of  next  year.  What  is  your  response 
to  that,  sir  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  want  any  misunderstanding  on  that.  Our  tax  cut 
proposal  tied  in  with  a  spending  limitation  was  not  aimed  at  affecting  the  econ- 
omy in  any  significant  way  whatsoever.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  Congress  is 
critical  and  wants  to  put  a  spending  limitation  on  the  last  6  months  of  fiscal 
1976,  I  will  be  glad  to  cooperate  with  them.  I  think  that  might  be  very  whole- 
some in  that  the  present  spending  limitation  that  the  Congress  has  imposed  for 
fiscal  76  is  too  high.  So,  if  they  want  to  cooperate  for  the  last  6  months  of  fiscal 
1976, 1  will  be  right  there  helping  them. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  to  follow  that,  would  you  say  why  you  went  as  high  as 
$28  billion  at  a  time  when  your  economic  advisers  suggested  that  economic 
recovery  was  not  only  on  schedule  but  ahead  of  schedule  ? 

The  President.  Well,  as  I  indicated  a  moment  ago,  the  proposal  for  a  tax 
cut  and  a  spending  cut  was  not  aimed  at  necessarily  affecting  the  economy.  It 
was  aimed  primarily  at  getting  a  meaningful  tax  reduction  on  a  permanent 
basis  to  get  us  straightened  out  in  where  the  burden  of  Federal  taxes  should 
fall  on  individuals,  giving  a  bigger  tax  break  between  the  incomes  of  $8,000  to 
$25,000. 

In  addition,  the  proposal  was  aimed  at  getting  a  handle  on  this  tremendous 
growth  in  Federal  spending.  As  I  indicated  the  other  night,  if  we  don't  pass  one 
new  law,  if  we  don't  make  any  change  whatsoever  in  eligibility  or  rates,  the 
increase  in  Federal  spending  in  the  next  12  months,  from  July  1,  will  be  $50 
billion — an  increase  in  spending  of  $50  billion.  We  picked  the  figure  of  $28  bil- 
lion as  a  reduction  in  that  $50  billion  in  order  to  get  some  of  these  escalation 
programs  under  control. 

ENERGY  RESEARCH  AND  DEVELOPMENT 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  on  another  subject,  the  Vice  President  says  that  high- 
level  Administration  critics  of  your  $100  billion  energy  plan  should  either  sup- 
port the  plan  or  resign.  Do  you  agree  ? 

The  President.  I  haven't  seen  any  public  statements  by  any  of  my  advisers 
that  they  are  not  in  accord  with  the  recommendation  that  I  am  submitting 
officially  to  the  Congress  tomorrow. 

We  have  some  differences  in  an  administration  where  I  have  a  number  of 
very  able,  articulate  individuals.  They  don't  always  agree  on  every  subject.  But 
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I  know  of  no  public  statement  attributed  to  any  one  of  them  where  they 
officially  disagree  with  my  decision. 

Q.  But  isn't  Secretary  Simon  a  persistent  critic  of  this  plan  ? 

The  President.  I  haven't  heard  him  say  anything  to  me  directly  in  contra- 
vention of  my  decision.  And  although  he  did  raise  some  questions  during  the 
consideration  of  it,  as  far  as  I  know  he  has  not  publicly  come  out  and  con- 
demned it. 

CANCELLATION  OF  LOUISVILLE  TRIP 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  there  are  reports  tonight  that  you  have  decided  not 
to  go  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  for  a  Republican  dinner  next  week.  Is  that  a  sign 
for  security  reasons  that  perhaps  you  are  going  to  be  held  hostage  in  the  Oval 
Office? 

The  President.  Well,  I  was  advised  by  local  officials,  as  well  as  others,  that 
under  the  current  circumstances  I  should  cancel  the  trip  to  Louisville,  and  as  a 
result,  it  is  being  canceled.  But  I  would  like  to  add  there  are  some  unusual  cir- 
cumstances in  Louisville  at  the  present  time. 

I  am  going,  however,  to  several  other  places — to  Detroit  tomorrow  night  and 
to  Connecticut  next  week — and  under  no  circumstances  does  this  decision  in- 
volving Kentucky  have  any  impact  on  my  decision  to  travel  where  I  think  it  is 
the  right  thing  to  do,  bearing  in  mind  any  security  problems  that  might  be 
raised. 

Q.  What  are  the  circumstances  in  Louisville,  and  does  it  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  busing  problems  they  have  had  there  ? 

The  President.  There  has  been  some  turmoil  in  Louisville  as  a  result  of  court- 
ordered  forced  busing  to  achieve  racial  balance  in  the  public  schools.  And  I 
think  all  of  you  know  that  I  have  consistently  and  vigorously  opposed  court- 
ordered  forced  busing  to  achieve  racial  balance. 

I  think  there  is  a  better  answer  to  quality  education.  And  this  problem  in 
Louisville  at  the  present  time  has  created  some  local  disturbances,  and  rather 
than  involve  any  potential  injury  to  anybody  else  and  for  other  security  reasons, 
I  have  decided  to  cancel  the  trip. 

1976  PRESIDENTIAL  CAMPAIGN 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  some  of  your  poHtical  allies,  Lee  Nunn  ^  and  others, 
have  criticized  Bo  Callaway  recently  about  his  direction  of  your  election  cam- 
paign. They  say  he  is  too  reluctant  to  spend  money  and  that  he  has  not  built 


^  Treasurer  of  the  President  Ford  Committee. 
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the  kind  of  organization  that  is  needed  for  a  Presidential  campaign.  My  ques- 
tion is  this:  Has  this  criticism  been  conveyed  to  you,  do  you  have  any  plans 
for  shoring  up  your  campaign  organization,  and  do  you  expect  to  retain  Bo 
Callav^ay  for  the  duration  of  the  campaign  ? 

The  President.  Let  me  answer  the  last  question  first.  I  have  great  faith  and 
trust,  and  I  fully  support  Bo  Callavi^ay.  The  criticism  that  I  have  heard — and  I 
understand  that  Lee  Nunn  v^rote  a  letter  to  the  White  House;  I  have  not  seen  it. 
I  have  heard  about  it.  Lee  Nunn  is  a  very  dedicated  person.  He  is  a  good  personal 
friend  of  mine.  For  various  reasons,  I  guess  he  didn't  fit  in  comfortably  w^ith 
the  organizational  structure  and  the  decisionmaking  process  of  Bo  Callav^ay. 
It  is  an  honest  difference  of  opinion  as  to  organization.  So,  Lee  took  the  step 
that  he  did.  I  certainly  w^ill  examine  his  comments  and  criticisms  and  w^ill  bear 
them  in  mind  as  w^e  proceed  ahead. 

Q.  I  have  a  follov^-up.  Specifically,  do  you  have  any  plans  for  improving  your 
campaign  organization,  or  are  you  satisfied  v^ith  Mr.  Callaw^ay's  organizing 
effort? 

The  President.  I  think  w^e  have  a  very,  very  good  campaign  organization, 
and  if  you  v^ill  go  around  the  States,  wt  have  an  excellent  one  in  California. 
We  have  an  outstanding  one  in  lUinois.  We  have  a  good  one  in  Michigan.  We 
are  putting  together  a  first-class  one  in  Pennsylvania.  New  York  State  is  in  ex- 
cellent shape.  In  my  judgment,  we  have  established  in  many,  many  States 
excellent  organizations.  I  think  we  are  really  moving  exceedingly  well  in  the 
nomination  process. 

Bo  Callaway  has  worked  hard.  He  has  done  a  fine  job.  Our  organization, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  is  in  good  shape.  So,  I  have  no  specific  plans  to  make  any 
substantial  changes. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  if  I  might,  the  Associated  Press  today  reported  that  the 
President  Ford  Committee  has  taken  in  $700,000  for  your  campaign.  The  story 
also  says  that  one-third  of  that  money  came  in  the  form  of  the  maximum  $1,000 
check.  Most  of  the  rest,  almost  all  of  the  rest,  came  in  the  form  of  very  large 
donations  of  checks  of  over  $250  or  more.  Many  of  those  donations  came  from 
corporation  executives,  bank  presidents,  real  estate  offices,  and  so  on.  So,  my 
question  is:  Does  this  confirm  the  allegations  of  your  critics  that  your  Adminis- 
tration is  overly  friendly  with  big  business  ? 

The  President.  Nothing  could  be  sillier.  And  the  net  result  is  that  people 
who  want  to  contribute,  contribute  voluntarily,  and  I  welcome  those  contribu- 
tions. I  can  assure  you  that  we  are  going  to  get  a  very  broad-based  contribution 


1649 


[620]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  October  9 

from  many,  many  people  all  over  the  country,  and  there  is  just  nothing  to  it. 
It  is  a  silly  accusation. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  along  that  line,  a  report  published  this  week  says  the  new 
political  director  of  your  campaign  ran  a  school  for  dirty  tricks  several  years 
ago — displaying  wiretap  equipment,  teaching  campaign  workers  to  make  phony 
telephone  calls  to  disrupt  the  opposition.  Since  that  has  never  been  your  style 
of  campaigning,  do  you  intend  to  ask  Mr.  Callaway  to  investigate  and  take 
appropriate  action  if  it  is  warranted  ? 

The  President.  It  is  my  understanding  that  Mr.  Spencer  ^  has  categorically 
denied  those  charges.  He  is  an  honorable  person.  I  believe  him.  And  as  you 
indicated,  I  have  never,  under  any  circumstances,  in  any  of  my  campaigns,  per- 
mitted or  participated  in  such  activities.  There  will  be  none  in  my  campaign  for 
nomination  and  for  election  as  President.  And  so  there  is  just  no  further  com- 
ment needed. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  since  you  got  back  from  Europe  in  early  August,  you  visited 
nearly  half  the  States  in  the  Union.  You  have  made  dozens  of  public  appear- 
ances on  the  road,  and  many,  if  not  most,  of  those  public  appearances  have  been 
speeches  at  Republican  fundraising  events.  Yet  you  and  your  aides  have  said 
repeatedly  that  none  of  these  appearances  have  any  relation  at  all  to  your  cam- 
paign for  election  in  1976.  Wouldn't  it  be  a  little  more  candid  to  concede  the 
obvious  ? 

The  President.  As  President  and  as  a  member  of  the  Republican  Party  and 
the  leader  of  the  Republican  Party,  I  have  an  obligation  to  try  and  strengthen 
and  rebuild  the  Republican  Party  organization  in  many,  many  States.  That  is 
what  I  have  been  doing.  As  I  recall  in  the  various  appearances  before  State 
Republican  fundraising  dinners,  I  have  raised  something  over  $2  million,  most 
of  which  goes  to  the  State  organization;  part  of  it  goes  to  the  national  organiza- 
tion to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  trip  that  I  take  to  that  particular  community. 

As  President  and  as  the  leader  of  the  Republican  Party,  if  I  am  asked  to  par- 
ticipate in  one  of  those  meetings,  I  am  glad  to  do  it,  because  I  firmly  believe 
that  the  strengthening  of  a  State  organization  is  very  helpful  for  all  Republican 
candidates,  including  the  candidate  for  President.  I  think  that  is  a  part  of  the 
function  that  I  have  as  head  of  the  party. 

Q.  Nevertheless,  Mr.  President,  don't  these  appearances  at  these  fundraising 
events  inevitably  have  some  favorable  impact  on  your  candidacy? 


^  Stuart  Spencer,  deputy  campaign  chairman. 
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The  President.  I  wouldn't  necessarily  say  on  my  candidacy.  I  hope  on  my 
election. 

GRAIN  SALES  TO  THE  SOVIET  UNION 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  a  two-part  question:  Is  there  any  delay  in  the  formal 
announcement  of  our  negotiations  with  the  Soviets  on  the  wheat  sale,  and  as 
a  companion  question,  are  we  also  negotiating  with  the  Russians  on  the  sale 
of  their  oil  at  a  favorable  price  to  us  ? 

The  President.  We  have  coming  out  tomorrow,  I  think  at  3:00  or  3:30,  an 
announcement  as  to  the  status  of  our  wheat,  corn,  soybean  crop  reports.  When 
we  put  on  the  temporary  suspension  of  the  sale  of  these  commodities  overseas 
to  the  Soviet  Union  and  to  others,  we  said  we  would  await  that  crop  report.  As 
soon  as  we  get  that  report,  I  presume  there  will  be  some  announcements  as  to 
further  sales  to  one  or  more  countries.^ 

Now,  we  are  negotiating  right  at  the  present  time  with  the  Soviet  Union  for 
a  5-year  sale  of  grain  of  an  annual  amount  which  is  very  substantial,  with  an 
option,  perhaps,  for  them  to  buy  more.  It  will  be  a  very  good  agreement  if  some 
of  the  final  details  are  worked  out. 

At  the  same  time,  there  are  some  negotiations  going  on  involving  the  pur- 
chase by  the  United  States  of  Soviet  oil.  Whether  or  not  the  two  will  be  tied 
together  is  not  firmly  decided  yet.  We  are  more  likely  to  have  one  announced 
and  then  continue  negotiations  on  the  other.  But  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  possible 
that  we  will  be  successful  in  both. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  will  the  price,  do  you  hope,  be  lower  than  the  established 
price  by  OPEC? 

The  President.  Well,  as  far  as  grain  is  concerned,  of  course  the  Soviet  Union 
will  buy  our  grain  in  our  open  American  markets  at  the  market  prices.  You 
don't  buy  in  an  open  market  in  the  Soviet  Union;  you  pay  what  the  Govern- 
ment decides.  Now  we  hope  that  in  the  negotiations  we  can  negotiate  a  favorable 
price,  but  we  have  not  concluded  those  negotiations  at  the  present  time. 

marijuana 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  Knoxville  earlier  this  week  you  were  asked  by 
an  interviewer  for  your  thoughts  on  your  son's  use — or  saying  that  he  smoked 
marijuana,  and  you  said  that  you  admired  his  candor,  but  you  sort  of  stopped 
there.  I  was  just  wondering,  Mr.  President,  could  you  tell  us  what  are  your 
thoughts  about  young  people  using  marijuana  ? 


'  See  Item  622  [1]. 
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The  President.  I  disapprove  of  young  people  using  marijuana.  I  believe  the 
preponderance  of  the  evidence  so  far  is  that  it  is  not  a  healthy  habit  to  have. 
I  personally  disapprove  of  it.  And  on  the  other  hand,  I  think  it  is  a  very  honor- 
able thing  for  a  son  to  frankly  admit  that  on  a  very  limited  basis,  had  done  so. 

And  as  I  said  in  Nashville  (Knoxville),  all  of  our  children  have  been  brought 
up  to  be  honest  Wixh.  their  parents  and  honest  otherwise,  and  I  respect  them  for 
that  and  I  hope  they  continue  that  very  fine  trait.  But  I  repeat,  as  far  as  I  am 
personally  concerned,  I  do  not  approve  of  the  smoking  of  marijuana. 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  to  return  to  New  York  City  for  a  moment — 
[laughter'] — Secretary  Simon 

The  President.  My  wife  is  up  there  tonight. 

Q.  I  hope  she  has  a  good  time,  sir.  [Laughter] 

Secretary  Simon  and  Chairman  Burns  have  testified  that  if  Congress  does 
decide  to  do  something  to  help  New  York,  it  should  contain  tough  provisions 
to  make  sure  that  New  York  City  balances  its  budget  and  to  discourage  other 
cities  from  following  the  Federal  route.  Should  legislation  come  to  you  con- 
taining these  tough  provisions,  might  you  then  consider  it  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  always  consider  any  legislation  passed  by  the  Con- 
gress, but  I  certainly  have  to  look  at  the  small  print  on  any  legislation  that  is 
aimed  at  bailing  New  York  City  out  when  their  financial  or  fiscal  record  has 
not  been  a  good  one. 

As  I  recall  what  Chairman  Burns  said  the  other  day  in  testimony— that  if  a 
city  came  up  with  a  balanced  budget  and  if  a  State  guaranteed  to  provide  neces- 
sary revenue  to  keep  that  in  balance,  and  if  there  was  a  long-time  responsible 
fiscal  policy,  then  he  would  recommend  such  legislation. 

Well,  if  you  have  all  of  those  factors — a  balanced  budget,  the  State  guarantee- 
ing the  payment  of  the  money  by  additional  State  taxes,  and  the  other  factor — 
it  hardly  seems  needed  or  necessary  for  the  Federal  Government  to  get  involved. 

Q.  Well,  sir,  the  only  question  is  the  short  run,  and  Congress  is  thinking  of 
coming  up  with  something  to  help  New  York  over  the  short  run.  Might  you,  if 
all  of  these  other  elements  were  there,  might  you  support  some  help  in  the 
short  run  ? 

The  President.  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  healthy  thing  for  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  bail  out  a  city,  and  I  mean  any  city  that  has  handled  its  fiscal  affairs 
as  irresponsibly  over  a  long  period  of  time  as  New  York  City  has.  Now,  I  have 
great  sympathy  for  the  people  of  New  York,  the  6  or  8  million  people  there. 
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They  have  got  a  terrible  program.  Their  government  expenditures  are  out  of 
control.  Unless  they  come  in  w^ith  a  balanced  budget,  unless  they  get  some  State 
aid  from  the  State  of  Nev^  York  by  some  means  or  other,  I  just  am  very  reluctant 
to  say  anything  other  than  "no"  until  I  see  the  fine  print,  until  I  see  v^hat  New 
York  City  has  done.  And  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  "Big  Mac"  committee  ^ 
has  turned  down  Mayor  Beame's  program  as  being  not  sufficient.  So,  it  hasn't 
gotten  by  the  State  yet,  much  less  come  back  down  to  Washington. 
Mr.  Beckman  [Aldo  Beckman,  Chicago  Tribune]. 

CONGRESSIONAL  SALARIES 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  we  hear  you  make  lots  of  speeches  about  your  deter- 
mination to  hold  inflation  down.  I  wonder  if  you  could  tell  us  why  you  signed 
a  bill  that  gives  Congress  a  vested  interest  in  inflation  and  ties  their  salaries  to 
the  cost-of-living  index  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  think  you  know,  Mr.  Beckman,  that  instead  of  rec- 
ommending that  their  salaries  be  increased  to  8.66,  I  recommended  that  their 
salary  increases  be  limited  to  5  percent.  I  think  that  is  responsible  action  on 
my  part. 

Q.  You  don't  find  any  problem  with  their  salaries  being  tied  to  the  cost  of 
living  ? 

The  President.  I  think  that  judges,  I  beUeve  that  top  officials  in  the  executive 
branch  and  Members  of  Congress  who  haven't  had  a  pay  increase  for  6^/4  years 
ought  to  get  a  cost-of-living  pay  increase.  But  I  decided  to  make  it  5  percent 
rather  than  8.66  percent. 

SCHOOL  LUNCH  LEGISLATION 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  were  you  surprised  by  the  Congressional  vote  to 
override  your  veto  of  the  school  lunch  bill  ? 

The  President.  Not  at  all,  because  it  had  a  very  fine  label  and  the  facts 
were  not  sufficiently  exposed  to  the  pubUc  to  get  the  public  interested  in  writ- 
ing the  Congress  that  they  ought  not  to  override.  And  as  you  well  know,  my 
proposal  took  as  good  care  of  the  children  who  need  free  lunches,  if  not  better, 
than  the  bill  that  was  passed  by  the  Congress.  The  only  difference  between  the 
Congress  and  myself  was  the  Congress  said  that  free  lunches  could  be  paid  by 
the  Federal  Government  for  families  that  had  an  income  of  $9,770.  I  don't 
think  the  taxpayers  as  a  whole  ought  to  subsidize  with  free  lunches  families 
who  have  that  kind  of  income. 


*The  Municipal  Assistance  Corporation  was  created  by  the  State  of  New  York  and  was  empowered  to 
issue  bonds.  Funds  from  the  bond  sales  were  intended  for  the  assistance  of  New  York  City. 
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Q.  Mr.  President,  was  the  veto  useful  then  for  the  sake  of  making  that  point  ? 
The  President.  I  hope  so. 

1976  PRESIDENTIAL  CAMPAIGN 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  have  taken  a  number  of  poHtical  positions  v^hich 
are  attractive  to  the  conservative  members  of  the  Republican  Party.  I  refer  to 
the  tax  and  the  veto  of  social  programs,  New^  York.  Is  it  your  campaign 
strategy  to  keep  to  the  right  in  your  own  party  until  after  New  Hampshire 
and  Florida  and  then  move  back  to  the  center  when  you  are  running  against 
a  Democrat  ? 

The  President.  I  think  if  you  look  at  my  total  record  since  I  have  been 
President,  and  certainly  while  I  was  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  I  was 
in  the  middle  of  the  road  both  in  domestic  action  as  well  as  in  foreign  policy, 
and  I  intend  to  stay  there. 

I  think  it  is  the  area  where  most  Americans  agree.  It  has  been  my  record  for 
27  years  in  politics,  and  I  don't  intend  to  deviate  for  any  temporary  political 
advantage. 

FEDERAL  TAXES   AND  SPENDING 

[13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  there  has  been  talk  about  the  great  difHculty  of 
combining  the  tax  cut  with  the  Government  expenditure  ceiling  in  one  pack- 
age. And  we  asked  Mr.  Greenspan  and  Mr.  Simon,  and  they  say,  well,  that 
is  up  to  Congress.  Well,  you  are  an  expert  in  that  subject  as  a  former  House 
minority  leader.  What  would  you  suggest  along  that  line  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  would  suggest  to  the  Congress  that  they  go  back 
to  December  of  1967  where  they  will  find  that  Congress  for  the  next  fiscal 
year  passed  a  spending  limitation  and  at  the  same  time  took  action  on  taxes. 
And  I  would  suggest  they  go  back  to  June  of  1968,  and  they  will  find  that  the 
Congress  passed  a  spending  limitation  at  the  same  time  they  considered  a  tax 
measure  for  the  next  fiscal  year.  They  would  learn  from  history  and  from 
precedents  that  it  had  been  done. 

And  if  this  new  Congress,  this  reform  Congress,  can't  use  enough  imagina- 
tion to  put  together  a  tax  reduction  and  a  spending  limitation,  I  think  the 
American  people  ought  to  know  about  it,  because  other  Congresses  have  done 
it,  and  the  American  people  believe  in  a  tax  reduction  and  a  spending  limita- 
tion. And  I  can't  imagine  Congress  not  having  enough  imagination  to  combine 
a  spending  limitation  and  a  tax  reduction.  If  they  don't,  there  ought  to  be 
some  changes  up  on  Capitol  Hill. 
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FOOD  STAMP  PROGRAM 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  your  Agriculture  Department  people  had  indicated 
earlier  this  week  that  they  would  have  this  week  your  food  stamp  proposal. 
Well,  they  didn't.  Now  there  are  reports  that  there  is  conflict  within  your 
Administration  on  this,  that  your  people  just  can't  get  together.  We  understand 
the  proposal  won't  be  ready  now  until  the  Congress  comes  back  from  its  recess. 
What  is  the  story  ? 

The  President.  Well,  Congress  just  left,  or  is  just  about  to  go  on  a  10-day 
recess.  And  even  if  we  had  sent  our  food  stamp  control  legislation  up,  there 
would  not  have  been  any  Member  of  Congress  here  to  consider  it.  So,  we 
are  going  to  send  it  up  the  day  that  Congress  returns  from  their  recess  and 
will  have  done  some  preliminary  work  with  certain  Members  of  Congress. 

We  have  been  working  with  Senator  Buckley  and  with  Congressman  Michel, 
who  are  the  authors  of  a  very  fine  food  stamp  reform  bill.  So,  when  we  send 
ours  up  the  day  Congress  comes  back  from  recess,  there  will  be  ample  time  for 
the  House  and  Senate  to  consider  it. 

Q.  Sir,  can  you  give  us  a  preview  of  what  is  in  it  and  what  you  are  trying 
to  accomplish  ? 

The  President.  Yes.  We  are  trying  to  save  at  least  a  biUion  dollars  a  year 
in  the  present  food  stamp  program.  What  we  are  trying  to  do  is  to  give  more 
benefits  in  the  food  stamp  program  to  those  people  who  need  them  and  to 
take  away  the  benefits  from  people  who  don't  need  food  stamps.  And  that 
legislation,  which  I  am  going  to  recommend,  will  save  at  least  a  billion  dollars. 
It  will  do  away  with  most  of  the  abuses  in  the  food  stamp  program,  and  I 
certainly  hope  the  Congress  does  something  about  it. 

Frank  Cormier  [Associated  Press].  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  Thank  you  all  very  much. 

note:  President  Ford's  nineteenth  news-  confer-  Executive  Office  Building.  It  was  broadcast  live  on 
ence  began  at  8:01  p.m.  in  Room  450  at  the  Old       radio  and  television. 
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Letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  the  President  of  the 
Senate  Transmitting  Proposed  Legislation  To  Establish  an  Energy 
Independence  Authority.     October  10 ,  1975 

THE  ARAB  oil  embargo  of  1973  dramatically  illustrated  our  ever-increasing 
dependence  on  foreign  oil.  Tv^o  years  have  passed  since  the  embargo  w^as 
imposed.  But  our  vulnerability  has  increased.  Nearly  nine  months  ago  I  asked 
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the  Congress  to  adopt  the  Energy  Independence  Act  of  1975.  Prompt  action 
on  this  proposal  would  have  provided  the  statutory  framework  necessary  to 
achieve  energy  independence  by  1985.  Enactment  of  this  legislation  remains 
as  crucial  now  as  it  was  in  January.  I  urge  the  Congress  to  complete  action 
promptly  on  those  proposals. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  capital  requirements  for  energy  independence  will 
total  about  $600  biUion  over  the  next  ten  years.  Risks  are  such  in  many  of  the 
projects  necessary  to  develop  domestic  energy  resources  and  reduce  consump- 
tion that  private  capital  markets  will  not  provide  necessary  financing.  The  un- 
certainties associated  with  new  technologies  inhibit  the  flow  of  capital. 

America  cannot  permit  the  excessive  delays  associated  with  the  commercial- 
ization of  unconventional  energy  technologies.  New  production  is  essential. 
Our  national  security  and  economic  well-being  depend  on  our  ability  to  act 
decisively  on  energy. 

Accordingly,  I  am  herewith  transmitting  the  Energy  Independence  Author- 
ity Act  of  1975.  This  legislation  would  create  a  new  partnership  between  the 
private  sector  and  the  Federal  Government  to  assure  action  on  vital  energy 
projects  in  the  next  decade.  The  Federal  financial  assistance  provided  in  this 
Act  would  be  directed  primarily  toward  the  commercialization  of  those  new 
technologies  which  offer  the  greatest  promise  to  develop  new  supplies  and 
conserve  our  present  energy  resources.  The  financing  would  be  limited  to  those 
projects  which  would  not  be  initiated  without  new  Federal  assistance.  The 
EIA  would  be  authorized  to  invest  up  to  $100  billion  during  a  seven  year 
period.  It  would  terminate  after  ten  years. 

This  legislation  also  addresses  the  need  to  simplify  and  -expedite  the  in- 
creasingly complex  process  by  which  Federal  regulatory  decisions  affect  energy 
development.  It  provides  for  a  more  effective  Federal  licensing  process  by 
authorizing  a  coordinated,  single  Federal  application  process  and  requiring 
Federal  agencies  to  act  promptly.  The  legislation  would  not  alter  the  basic 
statutory  responsibiUties  of  Federal  regulatory  agencies. 

The  achievement  of  energy  independence  in  the  next  decade  requires  a 
partnership  of  American  business,  labor,  and  government.  Each  partner  must 
bear  a  fair  share  of  the  burden  in  the  national  interest. 

The  Energy  Independence  Authority  Act  of  1975  will  give  the  United  States 
the  tools  necessary  to  achieve  energy  independence.  I  urge  its  prompt  enact- 
ment by  the  Congress. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
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note:  This  is  the  text  o£  identical  letters  addressed        of  Representatives,   and   the  Honorable  Nelson  A. 
to  the  Honorable  Carl  Albert,  Speaker  of  the  House       Rockefeller,  President  of  the  Senate. 
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The  President's  News  Conference  of 
October  10,  1975 

Statement  on  Grain  Sales  to  Poland  and  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist 

Republics 

Than\  you  very  much,  Mr.  Barnes,  members  of  the  Detroit  Press  Club,  and 
guests: 

[  1 .]    A  very  short  announcement  at  the  outset : 

As  most  of  you  know,  the  United  States  had  requested  last  month  that  the 
Government  of  Poland  refrain  from  additional  purchases  of  U.S.  grain  until 
the  October  crop  report.  Because  today's  crop  report  contains,  as  we  expected, 
an  excellent  crop  forecast,  I  have  today  authorized  that  Poland  be  notified  that 
it  may  now  resume  purchases.  We  anticipate  that  their  purchases  will  be  spread 
out  over  a  period  of  time.  With  respect  to  future  grain  sales  to  the  Soviet  Union, 
both  for  this  year's  crop  and  for  the  long-term  contract,  negotiations  are  con- 
tinuing, and  we  hope  to  conclude  an  agreement  in  the  very  near  future. 

Secretary  Butz  will  be  holding  a  briefing  in  Washington  at  4:30  p.m.,  going 
over  the  crop  report  and  the  Polish  grain  sale. 

With  that  announcement,  the  first  question  from  Mr.  Clark  Hallas  [Detroit 
News]. 

Questions 

MICHIGAN   governor  WILLIAM  MILLIKEN 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  have  you  urged  Governor  Milliken  to  run  for  the 
Senate  seat  to  be  vacated  by  Senator  Hart  ? 

The  President.  I  have  not  urged  Governor  Milliken  to  run  for  the  Senate 
seat.  Governor  Milliken,  I  think,  has  to  make  that  judgment  or  that  decision 
himself. 

There  are  already  some  announced,  or  tentatively  announced,  candidates,  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  that  is  a  decision  for  the  Governor  to  make.  He  knows  the 
situation  better  than  I. 

Q.  Would  you  welcome  his  entry  into  the  race  ? 
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The  President.  I  think  Governor  Milliken  has  been  an  outstanding  Gov- 
ernor. I  think  the  State  of  Michigan  has  been  most  fortunate  to  have  him  as 
our  Governor.  But  I  think  this  is  a  decision  that  Bill  ought  to  make  himself, 
and  I  ought  not  to  get  involved. 

Q.  May  I  ask  you  one  more  question  ? 

The  President.  Sure. 

DETROIT 

[3.]  Q.  Has  your  Administration,  or  does  your  Administration  plan  to  take 
any  action  soon  on  the  "Move  Detroit  Forv^ard'*  plan  ? 

The  President.  We  have  directed  every  Federal  agency  that  v^ould  have  any 
relationship  to  the  "Move  Detroit  Forv^ard"  program  to  cooperate  to  the  maxi- 
mum, and  there  are  a  number  of  Federal  agencies  that  do  have  money  under 
their  various  categorical  and  block  grant  programs. 

At  the  moment,  I  don't  think  it  is  feasible  to  go  beyond  what  they  can  do 
v^ithin  appropriations,  and  if  they  do  that,  there  v^ill  be  a  substantial  amount 
of  money  made  available.  And  wc  are  doing  it  as  expeditiously  as  possible.  But 
at  this  time,  I  don't  think  vv^e  should  make  any  commitments  beyond  v^hat  is 
authorized  in  the  various  appropriation  acts. 

GENERAL  SECRETARY  BREZHNEV  OF  THE  SOVIET  UNION 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  v^ith  each  passing  w^eek  it  v^ould  appear  that  the 
prospects  for  a  Washington  summit  this  year  w^ith  Chairman  Brezhnev  become 
dimmer  and  dimmer,  and  I  wondered  if  you  could  offer  us  any  evidence  to  the 
contrary  ? 

The  President.  We  have  been  in  contact,  of  course,  with  the  Soviet  Union. 
In  fact,  our  technical  negotiators  are  trying  to  work  out  some  of  the  answers 
to  the  various  technical  problems  that  have  really  been  resolved  and  we  are  in 
agreement  on. 

There  are  some  differences.  We  are  continuing  to  explore  ways  to  reconcile 
those  differences.  But  at  this  moment,  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  make  any 
announcement  as  to  a  set  time  when  such  a  meeting  between  Mr.  Brezhnev 
and  myself  will  be  held. 

FEDERAL  TAXES  AND  SPENDING 

[5.]  Q.  Jim  Harrington,  WXYZ-TV.  Mr.  President,  the  Democrats  in  the 
Congress  and  the  leaders  have  challenged  you  to  be  specific  about  what  cuts 
you  would  make  to  match  that  tax  cut.  Could  you  enumerate  some  programs 
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that  you  think  could  stand  some  trimming,  and  would,  of  necessity,  aid  to 
cities  like  Detroit  be  included  ? 

The  President.  I  had  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  put  together 
for  me,  over  a  period  of  several  months,  areas  in  the  Federal  budget  v^here  we 
might  make  some  reductions,  and  they  submitted  to  me  a  book  about  that 
thick.  And  there  are  many  more  options  than  the  $28  billion  that  I  think  ought 
to  be  cut  out  of  the  growth  of  Federal  spending — and  I  emphasize  "growth," 
because  even  with  a  $28  billion  reduction,  it  means  that  there  will  be  an  increase 
over  the  anticipated  expenditures  for  this  fiscal  year  of  roughly  $23  to  $25 
billion. 

So,  it  is  not  a  cutback  in  actuality,  it  is  a  cutback  in  growth.  And  we  have  a 
number  of  target  areas,  and  I  am  going  to  analyze  those  and  find  a  sufficient 
number  to  come  within  the  $28  biUion  reduction  so  we  can  have  a  comparable 
tax  cut.  But  let  me  give  you  several  just  as  examples. 

I  believe  that  the  food  stamp  program  can  be  substantially  reduced.  There 
are  many,  many  illustrations  of  abuse — many,  many  illustrations  where  people 
have  been  paid  where  they  didn't  really  quaUfy.  The  error  rate  is  very  high. 
I  am  going  to  submit  as  soon  as  Congress  comes  back  from  their  fourth  or  fifth 
recess — [laughter'] — reductions  at  least  that  will  save  a  billion  dollars  in  this 
area. 

Now,  in  addition,  we  think  that  there  are  some  areas  in  the  medical  field 
again  where  there  have  been  many,  many  abuses.  Costs  have  escalated  unbe- 
lievably in  the  medical  field  where  the  Federal  Government  makes  payments. 
We  think  that  there  can  be  a  tightening  up  in  this  area.  Those  are  two,  I  think, 
very  good  illustrations  where  I  think  there  can  be  a  cutback  in  the  growth  of 
Federal  spending. 

Q.  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  Helen  [Helen  Thomas,  United  Press  International],  how 
are  you  today  .f^ 

GUN  CONTROL 

[6.]  Q.  I  think  we  can  both  remember  a  time  when  this  city  was  not  known 
for  its  homicide  rate.  And  recently  the  head  of  the  Secret  Service  and  several 
police  chiefs  of  metropolitan  areas  have  testified  that  if  there  was  a  total  ban 
on  the  manufacture,  sale,  and  use  of  handguns  across  the  board  that  crime 
would  be  really  seriously  reduced.  At  what  point  do  you  think  you  could  ever 
come  to  this  kind  of  thinking? 

The  President.  Helen,  as  soon  as  I  am  convinced  that  the  gun  itself  is  the 
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culprit.  In  actuality,  it  is  the  person  who  uses  the  gun  that  causes  the  trouble. 
What  we  have  to  do  is  to  make  certain  that  the  people  who  use  the  gun  are 
punished.  And  if  you  will  recall  from  the  crime  message  that  I  submitted  to 
the  Congress  several  months  ago/  we  provided  for  stricter  legislation  so  that 
a  person  using  a  gun  in  an  attempt  or  in  the  actual  committing  of  a  crime, 
that  person  had  a  mandatory  sentence  and  went  to  jail.  This  is  the  way,  in  my 
opinion,  to  prevent  the  illegal  use  of  guns  and  not  penalize  the  people  who 
are  collectors  or  individuals  who  properly  use  guns. 

I  have  not  yet  been  convinced  that  the  gun  is  the  culprit.  It  is  the  person  who 
uses  the  gun  that  ought  to  be  punished  for  illegal  purposes. 

Q.  And  you  don't  think  that  there  is  an  undue  proliferation  of  guns  in  this 
country.^ 

The  President.  I  did  recommend  that  we  ought  to  make  it  much  more 
difficult  to  obtain  what  we  call  "Saturday  night  specials."  There  is,  under  existing 
law,  a  prohibition  against  the  importation  of  Saturday  night  specials.  Under 
the  legislation  that  I  recommended,  it  prohibits  within  the  United  States  the 
assembly  or  manufacture  of  Saturday  night  specials — these  are  the  cheap  hand- 
guns. If  we  do  that,  that  will  significantly  help  in  the  problem  that  we  are 
talking  about. 

JIMMY  HOFFA 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  more  than  3  months  ago  Jimmy  Hoffa  ^  disappeared 
without  much  more  than  a  trace  by  tracking  dogs.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the 
investigation  by  Federal  agencies  into  that  case,  or  would  you  prefer  a  special 
select  Congressional  committee  to  look  into  that,  into  Teamster  pension  funds 
and  mob  connections  with  unions  ? 

The  President.  The  Attorney  General,  who  is  an  outstanding  member  of  the 
Cabinet,  the  Department  of  Justice,  and  the  FBI  are  doing  a  maximum  job  in 
investigating  any  Federal  relationship  as  far  as  the  disappearance  of  Mr.  Hoffa 
is  concerned.  I  have  full  faith  in  the  Attorney  General,  Department  of  Justice, 
and  in  the  FBI,  and  where  there  is  any  Federal  connection,  I  can  assure  you 
they  will  continue  tracking  every  possible  lead  maximizing  their  effort. 

This  is  a  very  strange  case.  I  don't  see  how  any  Congressional  committee  can 
undertake  any  criminal  investigation.  That  is  not  the  function  or  the  responsi- 
bility of  a  Congressional  committee,  and  I  think  we  ought  to  leave  that  responsi- 
bility with  the  appropriate  agencies  in  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government 


^See  Item  341. 

^  Former  president  of  the  International  Brotherhood  of  Teamsters. 
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where  the  Attorney  General  and  others  have  taken  their  oath  of  office  to  handle 
matters  of  this  sort. 

I  can  think  of  one  recent  case  where,  after  a  period  of  some  19  months,  they 
finally  found  the  individual  that  they  were  seeking  to  find,  and  apparently,  in 
this  case  the  problem  is  very  difficult.  But  I  have  full  faith  in  the  abiUty  of  those 
who  have  that  responsibility. 

LABOR  UNIONS 

[8.]    Q.  A  followup  question,  and  elaborate  on  it. 

The  President.  Sure. 

Q.  Would  you  like  to  see  something  similar  to  the  McClellan  committee  back 
in  the  fifties  look  into  reports  of  mob  connections  specifically  with  the  Team- 
sters or  other  unions  ? 

The  President.  That,  of  course,  is  a  responsibility  of  the  Congress  itself,  the 
Senate,  in  the  case  as  it  was  back  in  the  fifties.  They  could  do  it  now  if  they 
wanted  to. 

If  you  are  referring  to  allegations  that  I  have  heard  about  or  read  about  con- 
cerning the  Teamster  pension  fund  and  any  relation  to  that  and  how  it  has 
been  handled,  the  Congress  passed  last  year,  I  believe  I  signed  into  law  a 
pension  reform  act.^  And  under  that  legislation,  the  executive  branch  of  the 
Government  has  the  full  right  to  make  any  investigations. 

Under  that  legislation,  those  who  handle  the  pension  funds  have  to  make 
very  specific  reports  on  a  very  short-term  or  periodic  time,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  in  that  area  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Department  of  Labor  to  investigate 
that  aspect  of  this  particular  case. 

Q.  Is  that  being  done,  sir,  or  do  you  know  ? 

The  President.  I  am  sure  it  is. 

MICHIGAN-MICHIGAN  STATE   FOOTBALL  GAME 

[9.]  Q.  What  is  your  prediction  on  the  game  in  Lansing  tomorrow? 
[Laughter] 

The  President.  Well,  they  are  both  my  friends,  and  I  like  my  friends. 
[Laughter] 

FORMER  PRESIDENT  NIXON 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  notice  that  former  President  Nixon  is  back  in 
circulation  with  his  old  friends.  I  am  wondering,  given  that,  if  you  have  talked 
to  him,  plan  to  talk  to  him,  one;  plan  to  see  him;  or  if,  given  his  interest,  his 


'  See  1974  volume,  Items  45  and  46. 
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expressed  interest  in  foreign  affairs,  there  might  be  a  place  in  your  Administra- 
tion for  him  ? 

The  President.  First,  I  am  delighted  to  see  that  former  President  Nixon  is 
apparently  much  better,  feeling  well.  I  talked  to  him  when  I  was  in  California 
several  weeks  ago  on  the  telephone.  He  sounded  better  on  the  phone  at  that 
time,  and  I  am  very  happy  that  his  health  is  apparently  much,  much  better. 

I  have  had  no  request  from  him  to  participate  in  any  way  in  the  handUng 
of  foreign  affairs.  I  have  had  no  request  from  him  to  participate  in  the  cam- 
paign. As  I  have  said  on  several  occasions,  I  run  my  own  campaign  on  my  own 
record,  and  I  expect  to  do  that  in  1976.  And  as  President,  I  expect  to  conduct 
or  handle  foreign  affairs  as  a  President  should,  in  conjunction  with  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Q.  If  he  should  request  to  serve  you  in  some  way,  would  you  entertain  that 
notion  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  I  should  speculate  on  something  of  that  kind. 
He  hasn't  done  it,  and  I  have  seen  no  indication  that  he  might. 

DETROIT  HOUSING 

[11.]  Q.  Terry  Murphy,  WJBK-TV.  Detroit,  Mr.  President,  has  more 
HUD  homes  than  any  other  city  in  the  country,  yet  thousands  of  them  are 
abandoned  and  rotting  away.  Other  than  Carla  Hills'  promised  tour  of  this  city, 
what  else  are  you  going  to  do  to  put  people  into  these  homes  and  clean  up  the 
mess  ? 

The  President.  It  is  my  understanding  that  the  Secretary  of  HUD  has 
worked  out  an  arrangement  with  the  city  officials  and  with  the  State  officials, 
under  Governor  Milliken,  to  have  a  joint  effort  with  the  Federal  Government 
committing  $5  million  to  purchase  and  rehabilitate  a  thousand  of  these  homes 
out  of  roughly  14,900,  as  I  recollect. 

This  is  a  good  example  of  what  the  Federal  Government,  in  partnership  with 
State  and  local  units  of  government,  can  do  with  these  homes,  where  the  homes 
have  been  foreclosed  and  the  Federal  Government  has  jurisdiction. 

If  we  find  that  this  program,  which  I  understand  is  to  be  implemented  in  the 
northwest  part  of  Detroit,  works,  then  I  would  hope  we  can  expand  it  in  the 
months  ahead. 

Q.  The  program's  still  run,  though,  by  the  Federal  Government,  rather  than 
State  and  local  officials,  because  I  know 

The  President.  As  I  understand  it,  it  is  a  partnership  arrangement.  I  can't 
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tell  you  who  actually  has  the  specific  jurisdiction,  but  it  is  a  partnership  where 
the  Federal  Government  not  only  has  the  legal  title  under  foreclosure  of  the 
homes  but  the  Federal  Government  is  putting  up  $3  million  this  year  and  $2 
million  next  year  for  the  rehabilitation  of  a  thousand  homes.  And  I  understand 
they  are  in  the  process  of  actually  implementing  the  program  for  about  250  right 
at  the  present  time. 

GRAIN  SALES  TO  THE  SOVIET  UNION 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  wondering  why  you  removed  the  embargo  oh 
the  Poles  and  not  the  Russians  ?  You  said  the  crop  report,  after  all,  was  excellent, 
but  you  said  you  have  got  to  go  ahead  now  with  the  Russian  grain  deal,  you  have 
got  to  have  negotiations  on  that.  The  farmers  would  like  to  go  ahead  and  get 
this  money  now  and  worry  about  a  long-term,  5-year  grain  deal  later.  Why  don't 
you  just  go  ahead  and  remove  the  embargo  now  ? 

The  President.  It  is  very  important  to  negotiate,  and  you  can  negotiate  from 
strength,  I  think,  if  we  make  certain,  make  positive,  that  we  get  a  long-term 
agreement  which  is  in  our  best  interest  in  return  for  additional  sales  to  the 
Soviet  Union  on  the  crops  that  they  want  to  buy  in  1975. 

It  is  a  very  simple  explanation.  We  have  the  grain,  we  want  a  5-year  or  longer 
t^rm,  and  we  want  good  arrangements.  I  think  we  are  coming  very  close,  we 
are  working  very  hard  at  it.  And  I  think  we  are  probably  going  to  have  some 
results. 

But  it  is  just  a  matter  of  good  old  Yankee  trader  actions — and  the  Yankee 
traders  did  pretty  well  for  a  long  time  in  this  country.  I  just  think  we  ought  to 
handle  it  that  way  rather  than  to  be  too  soft  or  not  a  tough  negotiator. 

Q.  Well,  in  all  this  tough  trading,  are  you  going  to  make  your  mid-October 
deadline,  and  also,  are  you  horsetrading  for  oil  ?  Are  you  holding  out  for  that  ? 

The  President.  We  are  discussing  a  potential  oil  deal  that  will  have  some 
favorable  aspects,  if  it  is  negotiated.  As  far  as  we  are  concerned,  that  is  a  little 
more  difficult.  In  that  case,  they  have  the  commodity  and  we  want  it.  So,  they 
have  somewhat  better  bargaining  position  in  that  case  than  we. 

So,  as  I  said  a  moment  ago,  we  are  trying  to  be  good,  hard-nosed  Yankee 
traders.  And  when  we  end  up  with  an  arrangement  or  a  negotiated  agreement, 
I  can  assure  you  that  the  United  States  will  do  as  well  in  the  areas  where  we 
want  help,  and  I  think  we  have  to  expect  that  they  will  do  well  in  those  areas 
where  they  have  an  interest. 

Q.  And  that  October  15  deadline  ? 

The  President.  The  October  15  deadline — it  is  within  the  realm  of  possibility. 
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ENERGY  RESEARCH  AND  DEVELOPMENT 

[13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Bill  Willoughby,  Royal  Oak  Tribune.  How  does  the 
proposed  energy  research  corporation  fit  into  the  $395  billion  spending  ceiling 
you  proposed  ? 

The  President.  Well,  first,  you  have  to  understand  that  the  energy  inde- 
pendence authority  is  a  10-year  project,  and  it  requires  a  utilization  of  the  Fed- 
eral Treasury  at  a  very,  very  slov^  pace.  In  fact,  in  fiscal  year  1977,  v^hich  is  the 
fiscal  year  v^here  I  think  they  ought  to  set  a  $395  billion  ceiling,  the  amount  of 
money  that  v^ould  be  w^ithdrav^n  from  the  Federal  Treasury  is  minimal. 

So,  it  really  has  a  very  insignificant  impact  on  fiscal  year  1977,  v^hich  is  w^here 
I  recommend  that  the  Congress  establish  a  $395  billion  spending  limit. 

Nov^,  in  the  years  after  that,  there  w^ill  be  a  drawdown  on  the  Federal  Treas- 
ury, but  I  hasten  to  point  out  that  we  expect  the  EIA  to  end  up  being  a  money- 
making  proposition  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Federal  Treasury. 

It  is  a  drawdown  in  1  year,  and  over  the  10-year  period,  we  expect  Uncle 
Sam  to  get  all,  or  virtually  all  of  his  money  back.  And  in  addition,  the  EIA  will 
help  us  significantly  in  the  development  of  what  we  call  synthetic  fuels  or 
exotic  fuels,  where  at  the  present  time  private  enterprise  isn't  willing  to  take  the 
gamble  or  make  the  risk.  But  nevertheless,  I  am  convinced  in  some  of  these 
areas— solar  energy,  synthetic  fuels,  and  other  areas— this  is  the  only  way  we 
can  do  it. 

And  therefore,  I  think  it  is  a  good  program,  and  I  repeat,  it  will  have  a 
minimal,  insignificant  effect  in  fiscal  1977  when  the  $395  billion  ceiling  is 
established. 

Q.  Why  is  private  enterprise  not  willing  to  take  the  risk  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  think  you  can  use  one  or  two  other  comparisons.  Back 
in  World  War  II,  when  we  were  cut  off  from  our  rubber  supplies,  the  natural 
rubber  supplies,  the  Federal  Government  had  to  go  in  and  develop  a  synthetic 
rubber-producing  capability. 

At  that  time,  private  enterprise  thought  the  research  had  not  gone  far  enough, 
and  the  need  was  so  great  that  private  capital  was  not  in  a  position  to  undertake 
such  a  mammoth  operation.  So,  the  Federal  Government  did.  And  after  die 
war,  as  you  may  recall,  after  the  process  had  been  developed  and  was  a  going 
concern,  the  Federal  Government  sold  those  synthetic  rubber  plants  to  private 
enterprise  and  made  a  profit  out  of  them.  This  is  the  same  concept  we  are 
talking  about  with  EIA. 
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PEOPLES  REPUBLIC   OF   CHINA 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the  apparent  success  of  the  negotiations 
with  the  Soviet  Union  involving  their  oil  and  our  grain,  are  you  contemplating 
or  planning  similar  discussions  with  the  People's  Republic  of  China  on  their  oil 
reserves  and  our  grain  either  here  or  when  you  go  to  Peking? 

The  President.  The  agenda  for  the  prospective  trip  to  the  People's  Republic 
has  not  yet  been  estabUshed.  Secretary  Kissinger  is  leaving  for  the  People's 
Republic  within  the  next  week  or  10  days,  as  I  recall.  Until  he  comes  back  with 
the  agenda,  I  don't  think  I  am  in  a  position  to  say  what  it  might  be. 

I  caution  you — you  used  one  word,  Saul  [Saul  Kohler,  Newhouse  News 
Service],  that— I  think  it  is  going  to  work,  but  you  were  a  litrie  overly  optimistic 
in  relationship  to  grain  and  oil.  All  I  can  say  is  I  am  optimistic.  But  we  are  dealing 
with  some  tough  traders,  and  I  don't  want  to  create  the  impression  that  it  is  all 
signed  on  the  dotted  line,  because  we  have  got  some  things  we  want  to  get  and 
they,  in  return,  want  some  things  that  they  want.  And  until  the  ink  is  dry  on  it, 
we're  not  going  to  make  any  announcement. 

AID  TO  CITIES 

[15.]  Q.  You  said  last  night  that  the  Federal  Government  cannot  afford  to 
bail  out  the  big  cities,  mainly  New  York  City.  Treasury  Secretary  Simon  and 
Federal  Reserve  Board  Chairman  Burns  have  suggested  that  maybe  New  York 
State  might  impose  some  taxes  for  1-,  2-,  or  3-year  periods  to  help  out  New  York 
City.  Can  States  really  afford  to  help  out  these  floundering  big  cities,  or  can  they 
afford  not  to? 

The  President.  Well,  I  hesitate  to  pass  judgment  on  the  fiscal  capability  of 
any  State.  I  don't  pretend  to  be  an  expert  on  State  financing.  But  I  have  watched 
with  considerable  interest  what  has  been  happening  in  New  York  City  and  its 
relationship  to  the  State  of  New  York. 

A  month  or  two  ago  the  State  of  New  York  took  some  action,  not  raising  any 
additional  taxes  to  help  New  York  State  [City]  out,  but  to  rearrange  some  bor- 
rowing. And  one  of  the  requirements  was  that  the  city  of  New  York  had  to 
present  a  valid  plan  showing  that  they  had  straightened  out  their  financial  mess, 
that  they  had  a  plan  that  would  lead  them  out  of  this  terrible  fiscal  situation  they 
are  in.  I  was  naturally  disappointed  to  find  that  this  State  group  or  board  that 
they  established  turned  back  Mayor  Beame's  tentative  proposal— said  it  was 
insufficient,  they  hadn't  done  enough. 

I  think  that  is  a  good  role  for  the  State,  and  a  State  ought  to  put  responsibility, 
and  if  after  the  State  has  made  an  honest  effort  to  balance  their  fiscal  situation. 
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to  take  whatever  hard  choices  they  have  to  make,  I  think  the  next  step  is  for  a 
State  to  assist,  if  they  have  to,  in  whatever  legitimate  way  there  is.  I  have  still 
the  same  reservations  I  had  before  that  the  Federal  Government  should  police 
the  fiscal  management  of  all  of  the  cities  in  this  country.  I  don't  believe  that  we 
should  decide  at  Washington  whether  a  city  has  run  its  fiscal  affairs  properly. 
That  is  a  role  for  the  State  governments,  not  a  role  for  the  Federal  Government. 

Q.  You  get  some  pretty  big  cities,  though,  that  control  an  awful  lot  of  money 
and  corporations  having  their  headquarters  in  these  cities.  If  they  die,  there  is 
going  to  be  some  problems. 

The  President.  There  is  no  reason  why  they  should  die.  Let's  take  the  city  of 
New  York.  Their  annual  budget  is  roughly  $12.2  billion.  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment today  contributes  $3,400  million  to  New  York  City's  total  revenue,  roughly 
25  percent.  It  would  seem  to  me  that  a  city  with  good  management  could  find  a 
way  to  supply  the  rest  of  the  revenue.  And  we  do  almost  the  same  thing  to  most 
cities.  But  in  the  case  of  New  York,  I  know  precisely  what  the  facts  are.  And  the 
city  has  some  responsibility.  And  if  we  start  managing— what  is  it,  10,000  cities 
throughout  the  country — I  think  that  is  the  wrong  role  and  responsibility  for 
the  Federal  Government.  The  people  who  vote  in  New  York  City  ought  to  elect 
the  kind  of  people  to  public  office  who  will  handle  their  local  taxes  and  the 
money  that  comes  from  the  Federal  Government  properly.  And  if  they  don't 
elect  those  people,  I  don't  see  why  that  burden  should  fall  on  the  other  200-and- 
some  million  people  all  over  the  United  States. 

Q.  Thank  you. 

The  President.  Mr.  Barnes  [Fred  Barnes,  Washington  Star]. 

THE  CONGRESS 

[16.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  have  said  several  times  that  you  don't  intend  to 
make  Congress  the  main  target  in  your  campaign  for  election  iii  1976,  but 
today  your  Press  Secretary,  Ron  Nessen,  said  you  are  now  referring  to  Congress 
as  the  "Can't  Do  Congress,"  and  that  sounds  very  much  like  a  campaign  slogan 
to  me.  And  I  wonder  if  you  have  changed  your  plans  and  now  plan  to  make 
Congress  the  whipping  boy  in  your  campaign  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  am  just  being  objective  about  their  record.  [Laughter'] 
And  I  casually  said  at  our  meeting  this  morning  with  Mr.  Nessen^-we  were 
ticking  off  the  things  that  Congress  hasn't  done — and  I  casually  said,  "That 
sounds  like  a  'Can't  Do  Congress.' " 

What  haven't  they  done.f^  They  haven't  passed  an  energy  program,  and  I 
recommended  it  to  them  in  January  of  1975 — 9  months.  They  first  said,  "Give 
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us  60  days  and  we  will  pass  it,"  and  then  they  said,  "A  few  more  months  and  we 
will  pass  something,  another  few  months."  It  has  been  9  months,  and  they 
haven't  passed  an  energy  bill.  Apparently,  they  can't  do  it. 

After  I  announced  the  $28  billion  tax  reduction  and  a  $28  billion  cutback  in 
the  growth  of  Federal  spending,  all  I  heard  from  Congress  was,  "We  can't  do  it. 
The  rules  of  the  Congress  won't  permit  us  to  do  it." 

And  then  they  had  a  lot  of  other  alibis.  Well,  their  plaintive  plea  was,  "We 
can't  do  it."  Now  I  cited,  as  you  know,  Mr.  Barnes,  last  night  two  instances — 
one  in  1967,  one  in  1968 — ^where  those  Congresses  did  do  it.  And  all  they  have 
to  do  is  go  back  and  look  at  the  history  books,  the  Congressional  Record,  and 
they  will  find  it  can  be  done.  And  I  hasten  to  add,  and  very  seriously,  this 
Congress  is  called,  or  was  called,  a  reform  Congress.  They  reformed  a  lot  of 
other  rules. 

Now,  it  would  seem  to  me  to  satisfy  the  legitimate  desires  of  the  American 
people  that  they  get  a  $28  billion  tax  reduction  and  get  a  reduction  in  the 
growth  of  Federal  spending,  that  this  Congress  of  535  elected  people  ought  to 
find  a  way  in  the  parliamentary  situation  to  respond  to  the  desires  of  the 
American  people.  It  takes  a  little  imagination.  It  takes  a  little  effort.  Instead 
of  whining  and  whimpering,  as  Ron  Nessen  said,  they  ought  to  get  out  there 
and  do  the  job. 

Q.  Is  that  a  slogan  you  are  going  to  be  using  though,  about  a  "Can't  Do 
Congress".^  [Laughter] 

The  President.  Well,  as  soon  as  they  pass  a  tax  reduction  of  $28  billion  and  a 
reduction  in  spending  growth  of  $28  billion,  we  will  stop  using  the  term. 

SCHOOL   BUSING 

[17.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  name  is  Mitch  Kehetian  of  the  Macomb  Daily. 
In  our  county  and  in  counties  across  this  State  and  Nation,  again  we  have  local 
elections  coming  up  next  month.  And  again  the  local  candidates  are  talking 
about  forced  busing.  Others  say  it  is  rhetoric.  But  just  several  weeks  ago  you 
yourself  reaffirmed  your  position  opposed  to  forced  busing. 

We  hear  it  in  Congress,  we  hear  it  on  Capitol  Hill,  we  hear  it  in  Lansing,  we 
hear  it  in  Macomb  County,  Oakland  County,  yet  the  buses  keep  rolling  and  the 
judges  keep  ordering  more  buses.  Could  you  tell  me  what  I  can  go  back  and 
tell  our  readers  in  Macomb  County  as  to  what  the  truth  is  on  the  question  of 
busing  ?  Is  it  rhetoric,  or  are  they  coming  ? 

The  President.  Well,  we  have  a  Constitution,  and  the  courts  have  the  obli- 
gation to  interpret  the  Constitution.  And  the  Court,  back  in  1954,  made  the 
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basic  decision  which,  in  effect,  has  precipitated  the  numerous  court  decisions 
that  result  in  court-ordered  forced  busing  to  achieve  racial  balance  in  public 
school  systems. 

They  allege  that  this  is  the  way  that  the  courts  ought  to  achieve  quality  edu- 
cation. I  strongly,  vehemendy  disagree  with  the  Court's  decision,  based  on  the 
Constitution,  as  the  best  way  to  achieve  quality  education.  I  have  had  that 
view  for  10  years  or  more. 

Now,  until  the  courts  decide  that  there  is  a  better  way  to  achieve  quality  educa- 
tion under  their  interpretation  of  the  Constitution,  there  is  nothing  that  a  Presi- 
dent can  do,  there  is  nothing  that  the  Congress  can  do,  except  what  the  Congress 
did  a  year  ago  under  the  leadership  of  Congressman  Marv  Esch,  who  introduced 
an  amendment  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  which  was  passed  and  approved 
in  both  the  House  and  the  Senate,  which  listed  seven  or  eight  steps  to  achieve 
the  constitutional  handling  of  how  to  achieve  quality  education,  and  the  last  of 
that  criteria  was  busing. 

Unfortunately,  few  courts,  few  Federal  courts,  have  followed  the  guidelines  of 
the  Esch  amendment.  I  wish  they  would.  But  until  the  Court  either  uses  that 
criteria  or  changes  their  way  in  which  they  want  to  constitutionally  achieve 
quality  education,  there  is  nothing  a  President  can  do,  and  not  much  more  that  a 
Member  of  the  House  or  Senate  can  do. 

I  think  it  is  deplorable,  I  think  it  is  the  wrong  answer,  and  I  just  hope  that  the 
judges  will  use  in  their  wisdom  a  way  to  find  a  better  answer  to  what  is  going  on 
at  the  present  time. 

Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  Don  [Don  Irwin,  Los  Angeles  Times],  how  are  you  ? 

FEDERAL  SPENDING 

[18.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  when  you  spoke,  sir,  of  Congress  using  its  imagina- 
tion in  developing  a  way  to  respond  to  your  tax  cut  proposal,  did  you  have  in 
mind  the  possibility  of  a  nonbinding  resolution  that  would  set  them  on  a  course 
as  an  interim  step? 

The  President.  Mr.  Irwin,  I  have  no  intention  of  recommending  a  non- 
binding  resolution  establishing  a  spending  ceiling  of  $395  billion,  which  is  $25 
billion  above  what  the  ending  figure  is  for  the  present  fiscal  year.  I  want  the 
Congress  to  put  a  litrie  meat  on  the  bone.  I  want  the  Congress  to  do  something 
in  a  meaningful  way. 

And  Congressman  Del  Latta  of  Ohio,  a  very  senior  Member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  introduced  day  before  yesterday  a  resolution  which  is  a 
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binding  resolution.  And  I  hope  and  trust  that  when  the  Congress  returns,  they 
will  approve  the  Latta  amendment,  or  the  Latta  resolution,  which  does  put  a 
firm  ceiling  of  $395  billion,  which  is  roughly  $25  billion  more  than  we  will 
spend  in  this  fiscal  year,  but  $28  billion  less  than  the  projected  spending  for  the 
next  fiscal  year.  I  want  something  meaningful,  not  a  lot  of  verbiage. 

FOOD  STAMP  PROGRAM 

[19.]  Q.  Terri  Jones,  WJPR-TV.  Mr.  President,  families  in  Detroit  and 
around  Michigan  are  still  suffering  from  massive  layoffs.  There  is  a  bill  that  is 
currently  under  consideration,  bill  H.R.  7887,  that  would  give  food  stamp  appli- 
cants food  stamps  immediately  upon  application  without  waiting  for  the 
qualifying  period,  and  then  if  found  ineligible,  they  would  be  cut  off.  What  is 
your  reaction  to  that  bill  ? 

The  President.  I  believe  that  there  should  be  a  determination  as  to  a  person's 
qualification.  There  is  too  much  room  for  abuse.  That  program  has  had  more 
abuses  per  capita  than  any  other  welfare  or  any  other  program  that  I  am 
familiar  with  in  the  Federal  Government. 

Under  the  proposal  that  I  am  going  to  submit  when  Congress  returns,  it  will 
add  benefits  to  the  people  who  need  food  stamps,  but  it  will  take  a  substantial 
amount  away  from,  or  eliminate  a  lot  of  people  who  don't  need  food  stamps.  And 
the  net  result  will  be  a  minimum  reduction  in  the  overall  cost  of  about  a  billion- 
plus  dollars. 

Speaking  of  the  food  stamp  program,  5  or  6  years  ago,  when  it  got  started,  it 
cost  about  $30  million  a  year.  The  present  cost  on  an  annual  basis  of  the  food 
stamp  program  today  is  almost  $7  billion.  It  has  had  the  greatest  growth  in 
dollars  of  any  program  in  the  Federal  Government  in  the  last  few  years,  because 
they  have  had  too  many  abuses,  and  the  program  you  speak  of,  in  my  opinion, 
opens  the  door  to  more  abuse. 

People  who  should  qualify  can  qualify  and  can  get  the  benefits,  I  think, 
expeditiously,  and  even  under  that  present  setup,  the  abuses  are  horrendous.  So, 
I  think  we  ought  to  tie  it  down,  give  more  to  the  needy  and  less  to  those  that 
shouldn't  qualify. 

RONALD  REAGAN 

[20.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  have  a  two-part  question  involving  Governor 
Reagan.  There  are  some  reports  in  the  past  few  weeks  that  are  confusing.  One 
report  one  time  will  say  that  you  have  managed  to  blunt  Governor  Reagan's 
conservative  attempt,  and  then  a  few  days  later  we  have  a  report  that  your 
campaign  organization  is  in  disarray  and  that  your  people  are  really  worried 
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about  Governor  Reagan.  I  would  like  to  know  if  you  are  really  worried  about 
Governor  Reagan  challenging  you  for  the  Presidential  nomination? 

The  President.  Phil  [Phil  Jones,  CBS  News],  I  am  not  worried  about  any 
Democrat  or  any  Republican  competitor.  I  expect  to  be  nominated,  and  I  think 
the  prospects  are  excellent  to  be  elected  President  in  1976.  And  I  don't  sit 
around  worrying  about  any  competitor,  whether  it  is  Republican  or  Democrat. 

We  are  going  to  run  our  own  campaign.  I  think  we  will  have  a  good  record 
to  run  on,  in  foreign  policy  and  domestic  policy,  and  I  will  take  my  chances  on 
that  record.  And  I  am  not  going  to  worry  about  what  some  other  candidate 
does,  whether  it  is  a  Republican  candidate  or  any  one  of  20  Democrats. 

Q.  Senator  Goldwater  has  been  quoted  as  saying  that  he  might  support 
Governor  Reagan  for  the  nomination  rather  than  you.  What  is  our  reaction  to 
this,  or  do  you  think  it  will  have  any  effect  on  your  nomination  ? 

The  President.  Senator  Goldwater  is  a  very  close,  personal  friend  of  mine. 
I  admire  his  record  in  the  Senate.  I  saw  the  report.  It  is  a  newspaper  story.  I 
have  heard  nothing 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  ?  [Laughter'] 

The  President.  Well,  it  speaks  for  it^di— [laughter]— znA  until  I  hear  that 
there  is  a  change  from  what  I  think  the  attitude  is  of  Barry  Goldwater,  I  am  not 
going  to  comment  about  it. 

unemployment 

[21.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Dennis  Pajot  of  the  Oakland  Press.  Back  here,  we 
hear  a  lot  of  concern  about  unemployment  and  a  lot  of  talk  about  your  record 
of  unemployment  as  the  election  year  comes  up.  And  we  understand  that  one 
proposal  by  Congress  to  address  unemployment  would  be  to  increase  Federal 
funding  for  public  works.  I  was  wondering  if  you  would  veto  such  a  program  ? 

The  President.  Well,  if  you  are  talking  about  the  $5  billion  program,  which 
I  understand  is  somewhere  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  based  on  what  we 
know  about  those  kinds  of  programs  in  past  years  of  economic  disability  or 
difficulty,  I  believe  that  it  is  uneconomical,  it  won't  solve  the  unemployment 
problem,  and  the  probability  is  I  would  veto  it. 

We  find — and  this  has  been  done  historically — that  if  you  have  unemploy- 
ment in  one  year  and  you  take  the  kind  of  program  you  are  talking  about  and 
approve  it,  you  are  out  of  the  recession  or  you  are  over  your  economic  difficulties 
before  you  put  any  number  of  people  back  to  work. 

It  just  takes  a  long  time.  If  we  are  going  to  do  anything,  I  think,  in  this  area, 
I  think  we  ought  to  expedite  our  highway  construction  program,  our  water 
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and  sewer  pollution  programs,  which  are  going  programs  that  are  in  the  mill. 
But  to  take  the  program  I  think  you  are  referring  to,  I  think  the  help  would 
come  much  too  late  and  it  wouldn't  provide  for  the  kind  of  meaningful  things 
that  we  could  get  from  EPA. 

Q.  Is  that  just  that  program  or  any  Federal  funding  for  public  works  ? 

The  President.  Well,  if  you  will  recall,  back  early  this  [last]  fall  I  met  with 
10  or  12  Governors,  and  at  their  request,  I  did  approve  an  extra  allowance  of 
$2  billion  for  highway  projects  that  could  be  initiated  by  June  30. 

That  program  was  in  a  going  program  where  they  had  projects  that  were 
ready  for  contracts  to  be  let.  I  did  that.  We  have  been  trying  to  expedite  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  programs  for  water  and  sewer  projects. 

Those  are  the  kind  of  projects  that  have  specific  meaning  and  can  be  gotten 
underway  quickly,  rather  than  pulling  projects  out  of  a  grab-bag,  which  I 
understand  is  what  that  legislation  involves  that  I  believe  you  mentioned. 

TAX  PROGRAM 

[22.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  said  last  night  that  the  tax  program  had  as  one 
of  its  central  purposes,  if  I  understood  you  correctly,  building  more  equity  into 
the  tax  system  as  it  applies  to  individuals.  If  that  is  the  case,  would  you  explain 
why  it  is  equitable  to  give  a  tax  cut  of  slightly  more  than- $300  to  people  with 
incomes  of  $50,000,  and  to  take  away  the  tax  credit  of  $300  for  those  whose 
incomes  are  $5,000  or  less  ? 

The  President.  Well,  what  you  are  talking  about,  Mr.  Naughton  [James 
Naughton,  New  York  Times],  is  that  in  the  1975  tax  act.  Senator  Russell  Long 
got  the  Senate  to  approve  what  is  called  an  earned  income  credit,  and  this  is,  in 
effect — that  was  not  a  tax  reduction.  It  was  paying  people  who  didn't  pay  taxes, 
so  that  it  was  not  a  tax  reduction — they  weren't  paying  taxes  anyhow. 

What  my  proposal  does  is  to  treat  that  group  of  taxpayers  just  like  all  other 
taxpayers.  They  don't  pay  any  more  taxes,  and  the  amount  that  is  going  to  a 
well-off  person  is  roughly  the  same  in  my  proposal  as  it  was  in  the  1975  tax  act. 

But  where  we  would  provide  equity,  we  give  a  larger  tax  reduction  to  those 
people  who  have  an  income — a  family  income  between  $8,000  and  $25,000.  This 
is  the  group  that  got  short  shrift  in  the  1975  act,  and  this  is  the  group  that  are 
hard-working,  industrious  people  who  deserve  a  better  break  instead  of  getting 
cut  short  on  every  tax  reduction. 

And  so,  I  have  complete  faith  in  the  way  in  which  this  tax  reduction  bill  that 
I  am  proposing  is  handled.  The  poor  pay  no  more  taxes  than  they  were  required 
under  the  1975  act.  The  very  wealthy  get  no  more  tax  reduction.  But  the  middle- 
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income  people  are  the  ones  who  will  be  the  biggest  beneficiary  and  get  a  larger 
tax  reduction,  as  they  should,  under  my  tax  proposal. 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

[23.]  Q.  Bill  Black,  WJR  News.  Mr.  President,  despite  recent  improvements 
in  the  economy,  one  of  four  in  the  Detroit  area  are  still  out  of  work,  some  for 
more  than  2  years.  One,  what  would  you  say  to  those  who  have  been  out  of  work 
for  more  than  2  years,  and  two,  how  much  impact  will  unemployment  and  the 
economy  have  on  the  next  election  ? 

The  President.  We  are  making  headway  in  a  good  many  areas  in  trying  to 
eliminate  unemployment.  Even  though  the  unemployment  statistic  has  not  gone 
down — except  it  went  from  9.1  down  to  8.3 — the  encouraging  thing  is  that  in  the 
last  6  months  we  have  had  1,600,000  more  people  added  to  the  employment  rolls, 
and  the  trend  is  going  up.  There  are  longer  hours  being  worked.  The  economy 
is  out  of  the  recession  and  starting  toward  a  better  time,  and  this  is  going  to  have 
an  impact  in  Detroit  in  the  automobile  industry. 

The  automobile  industry  has  responded  very  well  to  the  needs  in  the  energy 
program.  And  let  me  tell  you  how  it  is  going  to  help  employment.  The  automo- 
bile industry  in  the  last  2  years  has  increased  gasoline  efficiency  by  27  percent — 14 
percent  this  year  over  last  year.  I  think  the  automobile  industry,  by  responding 
to  the  need  of  people,  is  going  to  have  an  excellent  year,  and  that  will  have  a  very 
good  impact  here  in  Detroit  and  in  other  automotive  centers  like  Flint  and 
Lansing,  et  cetera. 

Now,  we  believe  that  there  will  be  a  continuing  downtrend  in  unemployment 
rate  between  now  and  the  end  of  calendar  year  1976.  It  won't  be  as  low  as  we 
want  it,  but  it  will  be  going  down,  and  furthermore,  we  will  be  making  con- 
tinuous improvement  in  the  rate  of  inflation.  I  believe,  with  those  trends — a 
lesser  rate  of  inflation,  a  downward  trend  in  the  unemployment  statistic — it 
will  be  a  good  environment  politically  for  the  right  candidates. 

1976  PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION 

[24.]    Q.  Would  you  consider  yourself  a  cinch  next  year  ? 

The  President.  No,  I  sure  don't.  I  never  enter  a  ball  game  thinking  I  am 
going  to  win,  but  I  sure  work  at  it  as  though  I  am  going  to  lose.  And  I  think  we 
do,  with  the  programs  we  have,  our  prospects  aren't  bad. 

Q.  Thank  you,  sir. 

The  President.  I  will  take  one  more.  I  am  being  prompted  to 
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FEDERAL  SPENDING 

[25.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  would  you  expand  on  your  answer  about  where 
you  think  Congress  should  make  the  $28  billion  in  cuts  besides  food  stamps — 
for  example,  in  revenue  sharing— and  what  cuts  should  be  made  in  defense 
spending  ? 

The  President.  As  I  said  in  my  speech  the  other  night,  I  think  it  was  Monday 
night,  I  said  that  there  had  to  be  a  sharing  of  reduced  spending,  and  I  included 
in  my  remarks  the  Defense  Department.  I  think  they  can  manage  the  Defense 
Department  better  than  they  have  been  managing  it.  I  think  we  can  be  harder 
bargainers  with  weapons  suppliers.  I  think  we  can  cut  out  some  of  the  frills  in 
the  military— frills  that  I  don't  like,  that  have  been  there  just  because  they  are 
there  by  tradition.  I  think  we  ought  to  cut  them  all  out.  I  think  the  Defense 
Department  can  run  a  tighter  ship,  and  they  will  have  to. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

Leonard  R.  Barnes  [president,  Detroit  Press  Club].  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  President  Ford's  twentieth  news  conference  began  at  4:15  p.m.  in  Room  200 1-B  at  Cobo  Hall, 
Detroit,  Mich. 

623 

Remarks  in  Detroit  at  a  Republican  Party  Fundraising  Dinner. 
October  10,  1975 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Max  Fisher.  Bill  Milli\en,  Bob  Griffin,  my  former 
colleagues  in  the  House  of  Representatives— Al  Cederberg,  Eddie  Hutchinson, 
Guy  Vander  Jagt,  Marv  Esch,  Garry  Brown — and  of  course.  Bill  McLaughlin, 
Bob  Evans,  and  my  old  and  very  dear  friend,  George  Romney,  distinguished 
guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Let  me  say  at  the  outset  that  I  share  Bill  Milliken's  views  entirely,  in  toto, 
concerning  Max  Fisher,  the  wonderful  job  that  Max  has  done,  not  only  for  this 
occasion  but  for  many  others.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  most  appropriate,  under 
the  circumstances,  that  we  give  Max  a  round  of  applause  on  this  occasion. 

Of  course.  Max  would  be  the  very  first  to  admit  that  as  much  as  he  has  given 
to  making  this  dinner  a  success,  it  could  not  have  been  accomplished  without  the 
tremendous  help  that  he  has  gotten  from  so  many.  And  I  would  hestitate  to 
start  enumerating  the  individuals  who  have  done  the  job  under  Max's  leader- 
ship, but  if  we  can  do  it  for  all  of  them,  I  think  it  is  very  appropriate,  and  I  think 
we  should. 
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Both  Betty  and  I  feel  it  is  really  great  to  be  back  home  with  all  you  good 
Michiganders.  I  only  wish  that  both  of  us  could  stay  over  tomorrow  and  see 
that  great  football  game  between  Michigan  and  Michigan  State.  But  we  decided 
against  it  because  of  security  reasons — ^political  security  reasons.  [Laughter]^  No 
matter  which  team  I  rooted  for,  there  goes  half  the  State.  [Laughter'] 

When  I  look  around  the  tremendous  crowd  here  tonight,  I  see  so  many 
responsible  for  making  the  Michigan  Republican  Party  one  of  the  very  best  in 
the  Nation.  And  let  me  tick  off  State  Chairman  Bill  McLaughlin,  our  national 
committeemen,  Ranny  Riecker,  Pete  Fletcher,  just  to  mention  a  few.  And  I 
could,  again,  start  at  the  top  of  the  list  and  inevitably,  and  unfortunately,  forget 
so  many.  But  I  have  long  felt — and  still  believe — that  despite  the  candidates,  it 
is  what  is  done  at  the  grassroots  by  all  of  you  in  the  precinct,  in  the  county,  in 
the  helping  and  assisting  of  us  to  raise  the  money  that  really  makes  the  differ- 
ence. 

So,  I  thank  those  of  you  who  don't  hold  office  for  the  contribution  you  make 
that  is  so  important  to  the  success  of  the  philosophy  that  we  believe  in.  You  are 
the  real  strength  of  the  party. 

Now,  no  State  can  boast  of  a  finer,  finer  group  of  elected  Republican  officials 
than  we  have  here  in  our  great  State  of  Michigan. 

Governor  Bill  Milliken,  an  outstanding  Governor — and  I  have  been  to  many 
gubernatorial  conventions  all  over  the  United  States,  and  Bill  Milliken  is  a 
shining  light  against  any  and  all,  and  we  are  darn  proud  of  him. 

I  don't  mean  to  be  repetitive,  but  I  feel  very  strongly  and  very  deeply,  we  in  this 
State  are  extremely  fortunate  to  have  in  Bob  Griffin  our  top  United  States  Sena- 
tor. He  does  a  fabulous  job  on  a  day-to-day  basis.  I  have  seen  him  work  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  even  more  skillfully  in  the  United  States  Senate. 
And,  again,  I  and  all  of  you  should  be  extremely  proud  of  what  Bob  is  doing  for 
us  in  Michigan,  but  just  as  importantly,  for  the  whole  country. 

And  I  would  be  very  remiss  if  I  didn't  thank  on  a  personal  basis  those  that  I 
served  with  in  the  House  of  Representatives  who  stood  tall  and  strong  then  as 
well  as  now.  Al  Cederberg,  Bill  Broomfield,  Eddie  Hutchinson,  Guy  Vander 
Jagt,  Garry  Brown,  Marv  Esch,  and  Phil  Ruppe— they're  the  tops  in  quality  in 
the  House  of  Representatives.  They  come  from  the  length  and  the  breadth 
of  our  great  State.  The  only  problem  is,  to  go  with  their  quality  we  need  a  little 
more  quantity.  So,  that  is  your  obligation— to  help  them  with  more  after  this 
next  election. 

But  a  broad-based  poHtical  party  needs  a  fine  lieutenant  governor  Hke  John 
Damman,  your  State  treasurer,  Allison  Green,  and  so  many  fine  members  of  the 
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State  legislature,  including  your  Senate  Republican  leader,  Bob  Davis,  your 
House  Republican  leader,  Denny  Cawthorne.  I  am  just  real  pleased  to  see  them 
all  here  tonight,  because  it  means  that  our  Republican  family  in  the  State  of 
Michigan  is  working  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  one  objective,  and  that  is  to 
make  our  philosophy  die  right  philosophy  for  the  State  and  for  the  Nation.  And 
they  who  represent  you  so  ably  will  continue  the  fight,  and  your  presence  here 
gives  them  the  inspiration  that  they  need.  And  I  applaud  them  for  their  success 
under  the  most  difficult  odds. 

With  the  people  of  this  caliber  representing  those  of  us  who  come  from  Michi- 
gan, here  at  home  as  well  as  in  Washington,  it  is  obvious  that  if  you  really  make 
an  effort,  you  can  recruit  and  you  can  elect  top  quality  candidates  and  dedicated 
public  officials.  We  are  proud  of  what  we  have,  but  we  need  far  more.  The  1976 
campaign  here  in  Michigan  is  in  good  hands,  but  we  have  got  to  go  out  and 
find  those  that  will  join  with  us,  seek  public  office,  work  to  get  elected,  and 
depend  upon  your  help.  I  concede  that  your  winning  spirit  is  vitally  important.  It 
is  the  same  Republican  spirit  that  I  see  as  I  travel  around  the  country,  and  I  have 
gone  from  Maine  to  Rhode  Island,  to  the  Far  West,  to  the  North,  to  the  South. 

This  spirit  is  beginning  to  catch  on.  Not  only  here  but  elsewhere,  I  see  dynamic 
candidates,  and  all  of  you  right  here  in  our  own  State  have  the  know-how  to 
help  them.  And  I  salute  you  for  your  efforts  here  tonight  and  go  on  record  with 
this  prediction,  if  I  might:  The  Republican  Party  will  not  only  win  the  White 
House  next  year  but  we  will  make  substantial  gains  in  the  Congress  and  we 
will  elect  a  substantial  number  of  more  Republican  Governors. 

I  believe  we  will  make  these  gains  in  1976,  because  the  Republican  Party  is  in 
tune  with  the  mood  of  America,  and  it  is  in  tune  with  the  philosophy  of  the 
people  throughout  our  country.  Across  this  Nation,  whether  it  is  Republicans, 
Independents,  and  discerning  Democrats,  they  realize  that  America  cannot  move 
forward  if  we  stifle  individual  initiative  or  if  we  continue  the  growth  of  govern- 
ment, which  is  already  far  too  big. 

As  we  look  back  over  the  pages  of  history,  we  know  that  in  this  great  country 
we  have  accompHshed  much  in  two  centuries.  In  the  first  century,  we  established 
the  kind  of  government  that  gave  stability  and  strength  and  continuity.  In  our 
second  century,  in  this  new  land,  we  developed  the  greatest  industrial  capacity 
of  any  nation  in  the  history  of  the  globe. 

But  now  we  are  at  a  critical  crossroads  in  this  country's  history.  We  must  make 
a  hard  decision.  We  must  decide  whether  we  will  continue  down  the  dangerous, 
treacherous  trend  of  recent  years  toward  bigger  government,  higher  taxes,  and 
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higher  inflation,  or  in  the  alternative,  whether  we  will  move  in  a  far  more 
responsible  way. 

Earlier  this  week,  I  advocated  a  forward-looking  two-pronged  program  to  put 
our  Federal  fiscal  house  in  order.  The  two  must  be  taken  together,  not  separately, 
or  they  won't  work. 

First,  I  proposed  a  permanent  tax  reduction  of  $28  billion  at  the  Federal  level. 
And  secondly,  I  proposed  that  we  halt  the  alarming  growth  of  Government  by 
holding  spending  in  the  coming  fiscal  year  to  $395  billion.  And  to  relate  it, 
this  means  a  cut  of  $28  billion  below  projected  spending  for  fiscal  year  1977. 

Let  me  quickly  outHne  what  it  means  in  the  way  of  a  tax  reduction.  What 
we  want  is  permanency  and  equity.  I  believe  that  it  is  right  to  increase  the 
personal  exemption  from  $750  per  person  to  $1,000.  I  believe  it  is  right  that 
we  should  increase  the  standard  deduction  for  single  persons  to  a  maximum  of 
$1,800,  and  for  a  family,  of  $2,500,  and  that  we  should  make  some  responsible, 
equitable  revisions  in  the  tax  rates. 

Three-quarters  of  the  $28  billion  in  tax  reduction  goes  to  individuals,  with 
a  break,  for  the  first  time  in  a  long,  long  time,  for  those  hard-working,  indus- 
trious people  in  the  middle-income  brackets  who  have  been  unfairly  treated  for 
too  far  a  period  of  time. 

Yes,  the  other  25  percent  of  the  $28  billion  goes  to  business — not  just  for 
business,  but  primarily  to  provide  the  kind  of  incentive  that  is  needed  if  we  are 
going  to  give  to  business  the  opportunity  of  job  creation. 

Yes,  we  need  investment  for  investment's  purpose.  But  the  main  purpose  for 
the  Government,  for  the  country,  for  people,  is  to  give  more  job  opportunities 
for  those  who  want  to  work. 

Yes,  we  are  going  to  extend  the  investment  tax  credit  on  a  permanent  basis 
so  we  can  keep  competitive  with  other  societies  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 

Let  me  say,  repeat,  if  I  might,  a  $28  billion  tax  reduction,  a  $28  bilHon 
ceiling  or  cutback  in  projected  spending  growth,  they  go  hand  in  hand,  dollar 
for  dollar,  and  I  will  not  hesitate  to  veto  any  new  bills  which  violate  this 
combination. 

But  the  most  important  thing  in  the  long  run  is  the  fact  that  if  we  adopt 
this  kind  of  a  plan,  a  new  tax  proposal  with  equity  and  permanence,  to  stimulate 
our  economy  and  to  give  a  break  to  the  people  who  have  long  been  suffering, 
and  if  we  put  a  ceiling  on  the  growth  of  Federal  expenditures,  this  is  the  first 
crucial  step  toward  balancing  the  Federal  budget,  despite  the  difficulties  and 
problems  we  have  had  for  the  last  18  months.  We  will  do  it,  if  the  Congress  will 
become  a  "Can  Do  Congress,"  in  3  years. 
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Oh,  I  know  there  has  been  some  criticism  that  we  have  not  proposed  a  tax 
proposal  that  does  everything  everybody  wants.  But  as  I  look  at  the  past  history, 
I  know  that  this  middle-income  group,  which  is  the  hard  core  of  strength  in 
America,  good  people  the  length  and  the  breadth  of  America,  they  have  had  a 
tough  break  and  have  borne  far  too  much  the  burdens  of  taxation. 

I  think  they  are  deserving  because  they  have  been  subjected  with  growing 
families,  house  payments,  and  everything  else,  paying  rising  taxes  and  ever- 
rising  inflation.  They  are  the  ones  who  have  known  over  a  period  of  time  from 
their  personal  experience  the  economic  problems  that  have  faced  214  milUon 
Americans. 

They  know  precisely  what  it  means  to  pay  more  and  more  of  their  income 
merely  to  feed  and  clothe  their  family  and  to  maintain  a  decent  home.  They 
know  the  sinking  feeling  when  a  member  of  their  family  or  a  friend  is  laid 
off  from  work.  They  know  the  desperation  that  comes  when  these  forces  un- 
fortunately seem  beyond  their  control. 

None  of  us  want  these  experiences  to  be  repeated  in  the  months  ahead.  All 
of  us  want  steady  prices,  steady  jobs,  a  chance  once  again  to  get  ahead  on  our 
own  initiative.  And  we  want  to  make  sure  with  the  kind  of  programs  we  are 
putting  together  that  everybody  feels  that  their  own  destiny  is  in  their  own 
hands.  This  is  the  strength  and  the  history  of  America. 

When  I  spoke  here  in  this  hall  exactly  1  year  ago  tonight,  our  Nation  faced 
some  very  serious  economic  problems.  Inflation  was  running  at  the  annual  rate 
of  12  to  14  percent.  Unemployment  was  increasing.  We  were  on  our  way  to 
the  most  serious  recession  in  the  post- World  War  II  period.  But  the  encouraging 
thing  was  that  America  didn't  throw  up  its  hands  and  quit.  We  fought  back, 
and  we  reversed  the  recessionary  trend.  We  cut  the  rate  of  increase  in  the  cost 
of  living  very  sharply,  but  still,  we  have  a  long  way  to  go  in  winning  the  battle 
against  inflation. 

In  this  period  of  time  of  adversity  in  the  last  6  months,  we  added  1.6  miUion 
workers  to  our  employment  rolls.  We  still  have  far  too  many  unemployed.  The 
economic  indicators  are  good;  industrial  production  is  climbing  at  a  strong 
rate;  retail  sales  are  up,  and  so  are  new  orders  for  durable  goods. 

In  short,  the  recovery  that  began  this  spring  is  gathering  the  kind  of  momen- 
tum that  is  constructive  and  permanent.  If  we  act  wisely,  it  will  continue  on 
an  upward  path,  providing  America  with  more  jobs,  more  stable  prices,  and 
more  opportunity  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  our  country.  But  we  must 
not  delude  ourselves.  Just  beneath  the  surface  there  is  still,  or  there  are  still, 
some  deep-seated  problems  in  our  economy — ^problems  which  have  been  build- 
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ing  up  over  the  years.  And  I  think  we  have  to  concede  they  w^on't  go  av^ay 
overnight. 

The  underlying  causes  of  this  economic  problem  or  these  economic  difficulties 
must  be  attacked  responsibly.  We  must  come  up  w^ith  solutions  that  not  only 
serve  this  year  but  the  next  generation  and  the  next  generation.  That  is  our 
obligation.  We  don't  want  any  short-term,  superficial  answers  that  will  lead 
us  down  a  path  of  disaster  a  year  or  two  from  now.  Our  cause  is  far  greater. 

To  see  the  cause  of  underlying  problems,  we  have  only  to  look  to  Washington, 
where  one  big  spending  program  piled  upon  another  and  upon  another  and 
upon  another  has  created  a  Federal  monstrosity.  The  result:  Government  now 
takes  a  far  larger  share  of  your  personal  income,  creates  record  budget  deficits, 
prints  more  money,  and  inevitably  escalates  inflation.  This  trend  must  be 
stopped,  and  this  trend  will  be  stopped. 

Congressional  critics  of  my  proposals  to  cut  taxes  and  to  cut  spending  call 
this  proposal  political.  But  politics  is  government — government  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  governed  for  the  good  of  all  Americans.  I  ask  my  friends  who  were 
the  critics  of  this  combination  of  a  $28  billion  tax  reduction  and  a  $28  billion 
lid  on  the  growth  of  spending — I  could  not  help  but  read  in  the  morning  paper 
here  in  Detroit  that  when  the  question  was  asked,  70  percent  of  the  answers  said 
that  is  a  good  program,  and  30  percent  disagreed. 

I  think  the  public  understands  that  this  is  sound,  it  is  right,  and  the  Congress 
better  do  something  about  it. 

Quite  frankly,  that  is  what  representative  government  is  all  about.  I  believe 
in  the  right  of  the  American  people  to  spend  their  own  money  rather  than 
letting  Congress  spend  it  for  them.  What  could  be  more  political — and  I  ask 
this  in  all  seriousness — than  proposals  of  the  big  spenders,  the  big  spenders  in 
the  House  and  the  Senate,  to  reduce  taxes  on  the  one  hand  and  to  increase 
spending  on  the  other  to  help  their  special  interest  groups.  That  is  the  most 
obvious  and  the  most  cynical  politics — politics  concerned  only  with  the  next 
election. 

America's  greatness  was  not  achieved  by  taxing  people  to  their  limits.  It  was 
achieved  by  free  people,  freely  exercising  their  own  ingenuity  and  their  own 
energies  to  the  fullest.  We  must  once  again,  if  we  are  to  move  ahead  as  we  have 
in  the  past,  release  the  full,  full  energies  of  the  American  people  by  getting  the 
Government  off  their  backs  on  the  one  hand  and  out  of  their  pockets  and  their 
pocketbooks  on  the  other. 

And  let  me  use  an  illustration  of  how  much  better  it  is  for  a  free  enterprise 
system  to  operate  rather  than  having  a  government  controlling  everything. 
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Everybody  in  this  room  knows  of  the  tremendous  impact  that  the  automobile 
industry  has  on  our  economy.  When  automobile  sales  are  down,  so  in  most  cases 
is  our  economy.  When  that  tragedy  happens,  the  carmakers  don't  take  it  lying 
down.  They  fight  back,  and  the  country  benefits.  And  we  are  proud  of  the 
initiative  and  the  leadership  in  the  American  automobile  industry. 

But  let  me  use  a  very  pertinent  illustration,  if  I  might.  Take  gasoline  mileage 
and  what  has  been  done  in  less  than  2  years  to  increase  it — the  increase  of  auto- 
mobile gasoline  efficiency.  The  1976  American  cars  will  average  nearly  13  per- 
cent better  in  fuel  economy  than  last  year's  models.  That  is  on  top  of  an 
improvement  of  almost  14  percent  from  1974  to  1975.  The  American  automobile 
manufacturers  have  gone  more  than  halfway  toward  achieving  the  goal  that 
I  laid  down  earlier  this  year,  which  was  a  40-percent  improvement  in  fuel 
economy  by  1980.  Listen  carefully.  Do  you  know  what  this  increased  gasoline 
mileage  means,  what  the  enterprise  of  the  American  automobile  industry  already 
means  in  the  terms  of  an  energy  crisis?  It  means,  if  every  car  in  America 
operated  with  the  fuel  efficiency  of  the  average  1976  model,  America  would 
save  more  than  17J/2  billion  gallons  of  gasoline  each  year.  That's  not  bad.  But 
even  more  significant,  American  motorists  would  save  nearly  $11  billion  in 
the  cost  of  their  gasoline  each  year. 

That  is  a  real  contribution  by  American  auto  management  and  American 
auto  manufacturers  and  workers  toward  our  goal  of  energy  independence,  not 
to  mention  a  mighty  good  incentive — if  I  could  be  a  bit  parochial — a  good 
incentive  for  everybody  to  buy  a  1976  American-made  car. 

I  congratulate  the  automobile  industry  and  its  workers  for  this  great  achieve- 
ment. Their  remarkable  strides  were  made,  and  I  emphasize  this,  without  Fed- 
eral funds  and  despite  some  of  the  restrictions  and  limitations  laid  down  by 
Government  regulations.  With  dedication,  with  action  like  this,  America  has  no 
reason  to  be  fearful  of  being  overwhelmed  by  problems.  The  American  people 
are  dedicated  to  problemsolving  and  progress,  using  the  individual  initiative  of 
our  citizens  rather  than  the  dictation  of  a  government. 

Wherever  I  have  gone  as  President,  I  have  found  a  deep,  abiding  faith  in  the 
future  of  this  country.  We  have  been  through  some  very,  very  traumatic  times 
in  the  last  few  years,  but  in  our  200-year  history,  we  have  overcome  far  tougher 
problems  and  come  through  some  much  darker  days. 

Oh,  despite  the  doomsayers,  America  has  always  transcended  the  moment  and 
achieved  a  better  life  for  its  citizens.  And  I  have  faith  we  will  do  it  again,  and  I 
believe  we  are  on  our  way. 

Last  night  at  a  news  conference  in  Washington  and  today  in  Detroit,  many 
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many  questions  were  asked  of  me  by  the  press.  Tonight  I  would  Uke  to  ask  you 
some  questions — questions  which  concern  major  issues,  issues  that  I  face,  ques- 
tions that  the  Congress  faces,  and  questions  that  face  each  and  every  one  of  you 
along  with  214  million  other  Americans.  And  I  would  like  your  response. 

Are  you  with  me  when  I  insist  that  the  Congress  cut  spending  enough  to  give 
all  Americans  a  meaningful  permanent  tax  reduction  ? 

Are  you  with  me  in  getting  government  bureaucracies  out  of  your  business, 
out  of  your  pocket,  and  incidentally,  out  of  your  hair  ?  I  know  that  each  and 
every  one  of  you  know  that  a  government  big  enough  to  give  you  everything 
you  want  is  a  government  big  enough  to  take  from  you  everything  you  have. 

Are  you  with  me  when  I  demand  from  the  Congress,  after  pleading,  begging, 
compromising,  an  energy  policy  that  will  make  America  forever  free  of  foreign 
whims  and  wishes  and  dictatorial  actions  ?  I  think  you  are. 

Are  you  with  me  in  keeping  the  heavy  hand  of  Washington  out  of  your  State 
and  local  units  of  government  ? 

And  finally,  but  just  as  importantiy,  if  not  more  so  in  many  respects  than  any 
other,  are  you  with  me  in  keeping  our  national  defense  second  to  none  ? 

I  think  all  of  you  here  tonight  reflect  what  most  Americans  believe,  and  those 
are  the  policies  that  we  are  going  to  espouse  in  the  months  ahead.  Our  Republican 
commitments  to  fiscal  responsibility,  to  vigorous  free  enterprise,  to  a  strong 
national  defense,  to  local  control  over  local  concerns,  and  a  personal  freedom  for 
the  individual— these  are  the  commitments  shared  by  the  vast  majority  of  our 
fellow  Americans. 

We  should  make  our  third  century  the  century  of  individual  freedom— free- 
dom from  mass  government,  freedom  from  mass  education,  freedom  from  mass 
industry,  freedom  from  mass  unions,  freedom  for  each  and  every  one  of  us.  We 
don't  want  to  be  a  computer;  we  want  to  be  individuals  as  we  grow  and  mature 
and  express  our  views  and  act  by  ourselves.  And  that  ought  to  be  the  objective 
of  our  third  century — ^individual  freedom. 

I  think  we  can  go  back  to  Abraham  Lincoln  for  some  of  the  thoughts  that  he 
gives  us.  Lincoln  said  that  government  should  only  do  for  the  people  what  they 
cannot  do  as  well  for  themselves. 

I  believe  that  America's  people  have  grown  weary  of  government's  overblown 
promises  and  overbearing  controls.  We  believe  the  American  people  are  ready 
to  do  great  things  again  for  themselves  and  for  their  country.  RepubUcan  govern- 
ment, we  know,  is  commonsense  government,  and  the  net  result  is  it  is  effective 
government. 

On  the  eve  of  the  1976  campaign,  let  me  emphasize  as  I  close,  as  a  Republican 
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Party  we  must  open  the  doors  wide  of  this  great  party  of  ours  to  all  Americans 
rather  than  opening  it  just  a  crack  for  a  few.  We  must  work  together  for  a  com- 
mon victory  rather  than  separately  for  certain  defeat.  If  we  do,  1976  and  the  years 
beyond  will  be  great  ones  for  all  Republicans  but,  more  importantly,  vastly  more 
important  for  all  Americans,  so  that  we  and  our  children  and  their  children  will 
be  able  to  say  with  new  meaning  and  conviction,  with  fresh  enthusiasm,  the 
words  of  Daniel  Webster,  "Thank  God  I  am  an  American." 
Thank  you  and  good  night. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:05  p.m.  at  Cobo  to  William  R  McLaughlin,  Michigan  State  Rcpub- 

Hall.  He  was  introduced  by  industrialist  Max  Fisher,  lican  chairman,  Bob  Evans,  former  chairman  of  the 

who    was    active    in    Republican   Party   fundraising  board   of   American   Motors,   and   George   Romney, 

events.  Governor   of   Michigan    1963-69    and    Secretary   of 

In   his   opening  remarks,   the   President   referred  Housing  and  Urban  Development  1969-72. 
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Remarks  at  a  Meeting  With  the  Crews  of  the  Apollo-Soyuz 

Test  Project.     October  13,  1973 

OBVIOUSLY,  I  am  extremely  delighted  to  have  the  opportunity  to  greet  each 
of  the  astronauts  and  cosmonauts,  this  time  on  Earth.  As  I  recall,  we  talked 
together  last  July.^  At  that  time  you  were  making  great  history,  and  our  con- 
versation was  at  the  range  of  about  140  miles  from  the  Earth  itself.  It  was  a 
great  occasion  with  the  Apollo  and  the  Soyuz  being  linked  at  the  same  time. 

But  let  me  say  that  this  is  a  great  demonstration,  what  took  place,  because 
it  shows  that  there  can  be  and  there  is  cooperation  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Soviet  Union  in  the  area  of  space.  But  actually,  the  handshake,  in  my 
opinion,  was  far,  far  more  significant  than  the  talk  that  had  been  going  on  prior 
to  the  operation. 

But  even  more  significant,  of  course,  was  the  activity  of  literally  thousands 
and  thousands  of  scientists,  technicians,  and  others  in  putting  together  over  a 
3-year  period  a  successful  effort  which  shows  what  can  be  done  between  the 
people  and  the  governments  of  two  great  nations.  And  this  joint  effort,  I  hope 
and  trust,  will  be  but  a  forerunner  of  what  we  can  do  on  an  expanded  basis, 
not  only  in  space  and  science  but  in  many  other  areas. 

Now,  when  the  space  shuttle  becomes  operational  at  the  turn  of  the  decade, 
we  will  be  on  the  threshold  of  even  greater  opportunities,  a  new  era  in  space 
activity.  These  reusable  space  vehicles  will  provide  effective  as  well  as  economical 


^  See  Item  412. 
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means  to  utilize  and  build  upon  our  capabilities  in  space.  Already  there  are 
commercial  as  well  as  scientific  interests  involved  in  making  use  of  what  this 
potential  shows  for  us. 

The  history  books,  of  course,  that  will  be  written  in  the  years  ahead  will 
recognize  that  these  five  individuals  were  really  great  pioneers  in  an  effort 
between  these  two  countries.  And  it  indicates,  of  course,  or  the  history  books 
will  indicate  that  this  was  the  beginning,  and  hopefully  a  good  beginning,  of 
this  new  era  before  us. 

Now,  as  a  token  of  this  mission,  we  have  a  rather  unique  presentation  to  be 
made  by  General  Stafford  to  the  cosmonauts.  And  at  this  point.  General  Stafford, 
would  you  proceed  with  the  ceremony  ? 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  P.  Stafford.  Yes,  sir.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

To  start  with,  we  have  one  minor  presentation  before  that.  When  we  linked 
together,  we  had  plaques  made — aluminum — ^for  the  United  States  and  the 
Soviet  Union,  one  on  each  side,  and  we  have  put  those  together.  So  at  this  time, 
sir,  to  start  with,  both  crews  would  like  to  present  you  with  the  plaque  that 
was  put  together. 

The  President.  Let  me  express  to  all  five  of  you  my  deep  personal  gratitude 
for  this  wonderful  symbol  of  what  you  all  can  do  in  space  and  what  you  have 
achieved.  I  am  sure  that  General  Secretary  Brezhnev  values  this,  cherishes  this 
as  much  as  I  do. 

I  will  certainly  have  this  in  the  office  in  a  very  prominent  place,  and  I  thank 
both  of  you  as  well  as  our  own  three  astronauts  for  the  wonderful  thoughtful- 
ness  in  making  this  presentation. 

General  Stafford.  To  Aleksei  and  Valeri,  President  Ford  wanted  to  make  a 
presentation  that  was  symbolic  of  the  mission.  I  think  it  is  very  unique  in  its 
symbolic  effort.  It  is  the  communications  and  power  cables  between  the  com- 
mand module  over  to  the  docking  module,  and  on  these  was  carried  the  voice 
communications  right  after  our  hookup  and  through  most  of  the  television 
transmissions  you  saw. 

First  to  Aleksei  and  then  to  Valeri  Kubasov. 

The  President.  Let  me  say  again.  General  Stafford,  that  I  know  that  all  of 
you  from  the  United  States  had  a  wonderful  visit  in  the  Soviet  Union.  You 
traveled  extensively  and  were  warmly  received  by  the  people  of  the  Soviet 
Union. 

I  am  certain  that  the  two  Russian  cosmonauts  will  be  equally  and  very 
warmly  welcomed  throughout  the  United  States.  I  recall  vividly  the  warmth 
that  you  received  in  the  welcome  when  we  went  over  to  Alexandria,  Virginia, 
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here  a  little  over  a  year  ago  and  enjoyed  the  crab  feast.^  But  as  you  travel  around 
the  United  States,  you  v^ill  find  all  Americans  W\\\  respect  the  great  achieve- 
ments that  v^ere  accomplished  by  the  five  of  you,  that  they  will  v^elcome  you 
into  their  cities,  into  their  homes.  And  I  am  sure  w^hen  you  return  to  the  Soviet 
Union,  you  will  have  a  warm  and  friendly  feeling  toward  214  million 
Americans. 

CoL.  Aleksei  Leonov.  Mr.  President,  we  very  often  remember  our  wonder- 
ful visit  with  you  at  the  last  occasion  when  we  flew  together  to  Alexandria  and 
have  seen  the  extremely  warm  hospitality  that  you  showed  us.  These  were  agree- 
able moments  in  our  preparation  for  the  flight. 

We  remember  with  pleasure  your  conversations  with  each  one  of  us  during 
the  flight.  These,  at  this  time,  were  the  pleasant  minutes  during  the  flight  itself. 
Your  words  joined  us  together  as  one  group  of  people  representing  all  of  the 
people  on  Earth.  So,  therefore,  please  allow  me  in  the  name  of  our  crew  to 
thank  you  very  much  for  all  of  the  attention  that  you  have  shown  us. 

Valeri  Kubasov  and  I  have  been  entrusted  with  a  great  honor  of  transmitting 
a  letter  from  Secretary  Brezhnev  to  you. 

The  President.  Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Colonel  Leonov.  Mr.  President,  the  last  time  that  we  were  here,  we  gave 
you  a  small,  modest  little  pin  of  ApoUo-Soyuz.  Right  now,  the  crews  of  Soyuz 
and  Apollo  feel  that  they  should  give  you  a  little  bit  better  present  as  a  symbol 
of  the  flight. 

[At  this  point,  the  President  was  presented  with  a  silver  medallion  representing  the  crew 
patch  of  the  Soyuz  cosmonauts.] 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  attention. 

The  President.  Thank  you,  sir. 

Well,  I  still  have  the  model  of  the  Apollo  and  the  Soyuz  in  the  office.  I  took 
that  little  memento  that  you  gave  me  and  had  it  put  on  the  base  of  the  model, 
and  we  will  somehow  find  a  way  that  this  is  appropriately  displayed  as  well. 

Thank  you,  again,  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:49  p.m.  in  the  spoke  in  Russian,  and  his  remarks  were  translated  by 
Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  Colonel  Leonov       an  interpreter. 


^  See  1974  volume,  Item  59. 
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Remarks  Upon  Signing  a  Bill  Implementing  United  States 
Participation  in  the  Early  Warning  System  in  the  Sinai 
Peninsula.     October  13,  1975 

I  AM  deeply  gratified  today  to  sign  this  important  measure  which  was  approved 
last  week  by  an  overwhelming  majority  of  both  Houses  of  the  Congress.  My 
signature  reaffirms  the  commitment  of  the  United  States  to  work  toward  a  just 
and  lasting  peace  for  all  nations  and  all  peoples  in  the  Middle  East. 

The  Sinai  agreement,  which  American  civilians  will  help  support,  is  a  sig- 
nificant step  toward  an  overall  settlement  in  the  Middle  East.  But  neither  the 
United  States  nor  Egypt  nor  Israel  see  it  as  an  end  to  itself. 

The  war  in  October  1973  brought  home  to  Americans  just  how  dangerous 
another  Arab-Israeli  conflict  would  be,  not  only  for  the  people  of  the  area  but 
for  the  entire  world.  It  also  brought  home  the  pressing  need  for  a  just  settlement 
of  the  problems  which  underlie  the  tension  and  instability  in  that  part  of  the 
world. 

As  a  result,  for  2  years  our  Government,  with  the  government  of  the  coun- 
tries directly  involved,  has  been  engaged  in  vigorous  diplomatic  efforts  to  pro- 
mote the  prospects  of  peace  on  the  basis  of  Security  Council  Resolutions  338 
and  242. 

With  the  help  and  the  negotiating  skill  of  Secretary  of  State  Kissinger,  we 
have  made  great  progress,  in  good  part  because  of  the  trust  placed  in  the 
United  States  by  both  Israel  and  its  Arab  neighbors.  This  confidence  must  be 
maintained  if  there  is  to  be  further  progress  and  if  the  United  States  is  to  retain 
the  mutually  beneficial  relationships  it  has  established  with  Israel  and  the  Arab 
States. 

We  must  continue  our  diplomatic  efforts  with  the  parties  in  order  to  sustain 
the  momentum  toward  peace  generated  by  the  Sinai  agreement,  and  the  United 
States  must  accept  the  responsibilities  which  flow  from  our  stake  in  peace  in  the 
Middle  East  and  from  our  bilateral  relationships  which  form  the  foundation  for 
success  in  our  diplomatic  efforts. 

I  will  soon  consult  Congress  on  what  is  required  to  sustain  these  bilateral  rela- 
tionships, just  as  the  Administration  has  consulted  Congress  very  fully  over  the 
past  month  on  the  latest  diplomatic  step,  including  the  use  of  United  States 
civilians  to  further  the  peace  process. 

We  anticipate  the  same  support  and  understanding  by  the  Congress.  The 
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overall  Middle  East  policy  of  the  United  States  is  founded  upon  the  most  basic 
reasons  of  national  necessity  as  well  as  our  desire  to  help  bring  peace  to  a  region 
whose  peoples  have  suflfered  too  much  already. 

I  reaffirm  today  that  we  will  not  accept  stagnation  or  stalemate  in  the  Middle 
East.  The  participation  of  the  United  States  civilians  in  the  Sinai  early  warning 
system  demonstrates  that  determination. 

I  appreciate  very  greatly  the  cooperation  of  the  Congress  in  this  important 
contribution  to  stability  and  peace. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  2  p.m.  in  the  Oval  As  enacted,  the  bill  (H.J.  Res.  683)  is  Public  Law 

Office  at  the  White  House.  His  remarks  were  recorded       94-11 0  ( 89  Stat.  572 ) . 
for  later  use  on  radio  and  television. 
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Remarks  During  a  News  Briefing  on  Federal  Taxes 
and  Spending.     October  14 ,  1975 

I  JUST  thought  that  before  Alan  and  Bill  had  a  chance  to  answer  any  questions, 
that  I  would  come  in  and  indicate  for  a  few  minutes  my  strong  personal  feeling 
and  my  personal  identification  with  this  approach  that  we  have  taken,  and  to 
give  you  an  opportunity,  if  you  want  it,  to  answer  some  questions  before  either 
Bill  or  Alan  respond  to  any  other  information  that  you  might  want. 

Let  me  put  at  rest,  at  the  outset,  that  this  was  not  something  that  came  out  of 
thin  air  at  the  last  minute.  The  whole  thought  really  began  sometime  early  this 
year  and  has  been  worked  on  over  a  period  of  several  months  in  some  detail. 

The  thought  of  really  pinning  them  together,  of  course,  was  precipitated  by 
the  need  to  make  a  decision  on  whether  we  would  support,  or  not  support,  or 
make  revisions,  in  the  1975  tax  matter. 

I,  in  a  press  conference — I  have  forgotten  where  it  was — Omaha  ^ — gave  the 
first  indication  that  this  was  an  approach  that  we  were  actively  considering,  but 
the  fact  is  that  approach  had  been  worked  on  for  some  time. 

Now,  there  were  some  obviously  fine  details  that  had  to  be  put  together  in  the 
last  72  hours,  when  we  got  down  to  some  of  the  charts  and  rates  and  so  forth. 
But  the  basic  decision  was  made  sometime  before. 

Now  with  that,  I  will  be  glad  to  answer  any  questions. 


^  See  Item  600. 
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Q.  Mr.  President,  are  you  saying  that  you  would  veto  any  tax  cut  bill  that  comes 
in  unless  you  have  this  $28  billion  reduction  from  the  anticipated  increase  in  the 
1977  budget? 

The  President.  In  the  speech  that  I  made,  I  said  I  v^ould  not  hesitate  to  do 
that.  I  have  since  indicated  a  harder  line.  I  think  in  all  likelihood  that  w^ould  be 
the  net  result. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  both  you  and  Mr.  Greenspan  have  said  the  program  w^as  not 
designed  to  have  an  economic  effect  in  the  short  run;  it  v^as  directed  more  to  the 
long-run  growth  in  spending.  But  does  it  not  nevertheless  have  an  economic 
effect  in  the  short  run  ?  What  do  you  anticipate  that  would  be  ? 

The  President.  I  have  to  rely  on  Alan's  analysis  and  that  of  others  who  are 
far  more  expert  than  I  on  that  matter,  and  he  can  probably  better  speak  for 
himself.  But  it  is  his  judgment,  as  I  understand  it,  that  the  economic  impact  will 
be  minimal  in  that  9-month  period. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  find  the  predicates  for  the  kind  of  action  that  you 
are  asking  Congress  to  take  now,  that  you  have  cited  in  your  press  conference 
last  Thursday  and  that  Ron  Nessen  has  cited  for  you — I  guess  going  back  to 
1967, 1968 — do  you  find  them  really  convincing  ? 

The  President.  As  I  recall  the  history  of  those.  President  Johnson  wanted 
some  action  by  the  Congress,  and  Wilbur  Mills  said  no.  And  finally,  Wilbur 
came  down — I  am  putting  together  things  that  come  to  mind — and  Wilbur 
came  down  and  finally  agreed  on  the  basis  that  there  would  be  a  spending 
limitation  implemented  at  the  same  time  in  both  cases. 

Now,  the  Congress  in  1967,  in  December,  and  in  June  in  1968  as  I  recall,  did 
take  action  to  tie  the  two  together.  If  they  could  be  done  then,  I  see  no  reason 
why  they  can't  be  done  at  this  time. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  that  raises  the  question  why  you  did  not  consult  with  the 
Congress  this  time,  as  Johnson  and  Mills  consulted  in  1967  and  1968,  and  why 
you  just  confronted  them  with  a  fait  accompli  in  this  tax  and  budget  cut. 

The  President.  I  think  there  is  a  litde  different  situation,  Pete  [Peter  Lisagor, 
Chicago  Daily  News],  in  that  in  1967  and  in  1968,  a  then  Democratic  President 
had  a  substantial  majority  in  both  the  House  and  the  Senate.  In  our  case,  we  are 
confronted  with  just  the  opposite  situation.  And  we  did  do  some  consulting,  or 
informing,  I  should  say,  but  there  was,  I  think,  a  different  factual  situation. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  said  in  response  to  Bart  Ro wen's  [Hobart  Rowen, 
Washington  Post]  question  that  you  thought  there  would  be,  or  Mr.  Greenspan 
thought  there  would  be  a  negligible  impact  on  the  economy.  Suppose  the  reverse 
happens  ?  Suppose  the  Congress  serves  up  a  tax  bill,  which  you  vetoed,  but  the 
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Congress  did  nothing  about  your  bill  ?  What  would  the  economic  impact  of  that 
situation  be  ? 

The  President.  And  you  have  the  further  assumption  that  the  Congress 
would  sustain  my  veto  ? 

Q.  Yes. 

The  President.  Do  you  want  to  speak  to  that,  Alan  ? 

Chairman  Greenspan.  You  mean  override  ? 

Q.  No,  I  mean  sustain — nothing  would  happen. 

The  President.  That  was  my  assumption. 

Chairman  Greenspan.  You  mean  talking  about  the  withholding  tax  rates 
then  rising  close  to  $12  billion  and  the  like.  I  will  be  glad  to  answer  that  in  some 
detail,  Mr.  President,  after  you  leave,  and  I  was  wondering  whether  if  that 
would  be  acceptable,  Joe  [Joseph  Kraft,  Field  Newspaper  Syndicate],  or  do 
you  want  to  go  all  through  it  now  ? 

Q.  Wouldn't  it  have  a  very  substantial  impact  of  a  negative  kind,  and  doesn't 
it  suggest  you  are  going  down  a  "death  valley"  route  ? 

Chairman  Greenspan.  Joe,  I  would  say  that  the  analysis,  which  suggests  a 
significant  negative  impact,  requires  that  you  accept  the  rather  questionable 
rules  of  thumb  which  we  are  now  building  into  our  standard  econometric 
models,  from  which  that  type  of  analysis  emerges. 

I  think  there  is  very  serious  question  about  the  validity  of  that  approach  in 
the  sense  that  I  would  argue  the  models  that  we  now  have  built,  unfortunately, 
abstract  from  reality  in  ^  manner  which  I  think  is  distorting.  And  I  think  it  is 
important  for  us  to  look  at  the  real  world  as  to  what  is  happening  and  not  merely 
automatically  assume  that  the  real  world  is  consistent  with  the  models  that  we 
build.  It  is  not  so. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  there  has  been  some  speculation  as  to  how  you  reached  the 
$22  billion  level  of  this  transaction 

The  President.  $28  billion. 

Q.  And  there  is  no  question— whether  it  is  true,  as  alleged  in  the  Wall  Street 
Journal,  that  you  decided  it  in  a  golf  course  conversation  with  Melvin  Laird  ? 
[Laughter] 

The  President.  There  is  no  validity  to  that  latter  part,  that  it  was  decided  on 
the  golf  course,  no  truth  whatsoever. 

We  were  trying  to  find  an  area  where  we  could  beUevably  achieve  reductions 
and  at  the  same  time  give  the  kind  of  tax  relief  which  we  believe  is  necessary. 
And  the  net  result  was  we  came  up  with,  I  think  it  is,  a  7-percent  increase  in  the 
growth  of  Federal  spending,  which  takes  us  from  370  to  395  and,  at  the  same 
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time,  gives  us  the  kind  of  distribution  of  tax  reductions  which,  I  think,  are  long 
overdue  to  the  middle-income  people  and,  at  the  same  time,  holds  the  people  at 
the  other  end  of  the  spectrum — they  are  held  harmless. 

Q.  When  do  you  plan  to  make  the  proposed  budget  reduction  public,  Mr. 
President?  There  are  already  reports  that  you  are  circulating  a  memorandum 
among  the  Cabinet  officers  with  the  cuts  in  them. 

The  President.  Jim  Lynn  has  gone  to  the  departments,  and  I  can't  give  you 
precisely  the — oh,  there  is  Jim  over  there. 

Director  Lynn.  What  we  have  done,  Peter,  is,  in  typical  0MB  fashion,  con- 
tacted each  department  with  planning  ceilings,  which  is  regular  budget  process, 
and  we  have  also  shared  with  them  informally  some  of  the  alternatives  that  were 
identified  in  this  process  that  has  been  going  on  well  over  2  months  with  the 
President — where  it  should  be  examined  as  to  the  ways  they  could  be  used  to 
achieve  this  ceiling. 

The  one  thing  the  President  made  clear  to  us  in  0MB  and  made  clear  to  the 
Cabinet  officers  was  that  these  are  merely  suggested  alternatives  of  some  ways 
of  doing  it.  What  we  want  is  each  department  and  agency  to  use  their  own 
initiatives  and  their  own  expertise  to  come  up  with  the  best  and  most  equitable 
way  of  achieving  the  result  we  are  after. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  think  the  American  public,  let  alone  Congress, 
would  be  willing  to  accept  substantial  reductions  in  major  social  programs  ? 

The  President.  First,  Alan  [Alan  S.  Emory,  North  American  Newspaper 
Alliance],  you  have  to  understand  they  are  not  necessarily  substantial  reductions. 
As  I  said  a  few  moments  ago,  it  is  about  a  7-percent  increase  in  the  growth  of 
Federal  expenditures.  In  actual  dollars  it  is  a  $25  billion  increase. 

Now,  there  will  have  to  be  some  tightening  up.  There  may  have  to  be  some 
caps,  as  we  proposed  in  the  1976  budget.  I  think  the  American  public  is  very 
disturbed  about  the  growth  of  Federal  spending — ^very  disturbed.  I  think  the 
mood  of  the  Nation  is  that  something  has  to  be  done  about  it. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  said  the  other  day  that  you  expected  to  propose  a  $1 
billion  cut  in  the  present  level  of  about  $6  billion  for  spending  on  food  stamps  in 
your  new  bill.  Could  you  tell  us  how  that  would  come  about? 

The  President.  That  is  going  to  be  submitted  to  the  Congress  the  day  they 
come  back,  and  I  don't  think  I  should  preempt  it  in  this  gathering  this  morning. 
But  we  will  have  a  legislative  program  that  will  go  up  to  the  Congress  the  day 
they  return  from  their  recess. 

Q.  Would  this  be  by  having  possibly  tighter  rules  on  eligibility?  Is  this  the 
general  idea  ? 
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The  President.  There  will  be  a  number  of  significant  recommendations. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  can  I  come  back  to  the  question  of  the  economic  impact  of 
the  program,  because  as  you  know,  one  of  the  most  persistent  criticisms  on 
Capitol  Hill  is  that  the  tax  cuts  will  take  effect  at  one  time  and  the  spending 
cuts  will  take  place  at  a  point  in  time  9  months  later.  The  criticism  is  that  you 
have  the  tax  cuts  feeding  into  the  economy,  and  that  will  stimulate  the  economy, 
and  therefore  might  be  too  inflationary.  Could  we  get  some  further  guidance 
on  how  you  respond  to  that  ? 

The  President.  I  have  been  assured  by  Alan  and  his  associates  that  that  will 
not  take  place.  I  don't  have  the  details. 

Secretary  Simon.  Can  I  just  say  something  in  addition  to  what  Alan  said 
before,  which  is  a  litde  sophisticated,  Joe,  I  agree  with  you.  You  get  to  a  point, 
when  we  talk  about  stimulus,  whether  or  not  a  budget  deficit  of  a  particular  size 
in  excess  of  that  is  indeed  stimulative  or  just  the  opposite,  and  what  are  the 
financial  implications  that  you  have  heard  me  speak  of  so  often — the  crowding 
out  that  indeed  has  already  occurred,  which  is  going  to  hurt  as  far  as  a  broad- 
based  expansion  if  it  were  allowed  to  continue. 

So,  one  can  argue,  as  in  the  case  of  other  countries  who  have  adopted  stimula- 
tive measures  in  the  past  which  did  nothing  but  exacerbate  inflation  and 
unemployment,  that  indeed,  at  a  certain  level— which  can't  be  quantified,  ad- 
mittedly, this  is  a  matter  of  one's  judgment— that  in  the  short  run  it  is  not 
necessarily  stimulative. 

And  certainly,  if  we  begin  to  look,  which  economic  policymakers  should  look, 
not  at  short-run  considerations — we  are  always  looking  at  what  the  immediate 
impact  of  our  policies  is  going  to  produce,  what  it  is  going  to  be  between  now 
and  the  next  election.  The  purpose  of  this  is  once  and  for  all,  as  the  President 
said,  to  get  the  control  over  the  growth  in  Federal  spending,  to  move  toward 
a  balanced  budget,  and  it  is  our  only  hope  to  move  toward  a  balanced  budget 
before  the  end  of  this  decade.  We  have  to  begin  by  controlling  the  growth. 

Q.  Bill,  aren't  you  nevertheless  going  to  have  to  borrow  more  money  in  the 
first  6  months  of  calendar  1976? 

Secretary  Simon.  Sure.  You  have  what  I  call  a  partial— a  partial  only,  Bart — 
Hobson's  choice,  and  let  me  explain  why  I  say  it  is  only  partial.  I  would  rather, 
knowing  what  my  druthers  are,  finance  an  additional  $5  bilUon  or  $6  billion 
budget  deficit  during  the  first  period  of  1976,  calendar  year  1976,  during  the 
period  of  obvious  economic  slack,  than  I  would  the  very  large  deficit  that  we 
were  threatened  with  during  1977,  when  the  economy  will  be  moving  back  to 
high  economic  activity,  we  believe. 
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And  this  indeed,  at  that  point,  the  sustained  combined  deficits  of  many  years 
could  then  threaten  to  abort  the  recovery  prematurely. 

The  President.  I  would  add  this,  too,  Bart,  that  if  the  Congress  is  concerned 
about  that,  there  is  no  reason  why  they  can't  cooperate  in  a  number  of  the 
authorizations  and  appropriation  bills  that  they  and  I  will  be  considering  be- 
tween now  and  January  1,  which  would  have  an  impact  on  the  spending  in  the 
first  6  months  or  9  months  of  calendar  year  1976. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  are  probably  going  to  have  that  struggle  during  that 
period  of  time  anyhow,  and  our  emphasis  will  be,  as  it  has  been,  to  hold  the 
line  on  some  of  these  spending  proposals,  whether  it  is  an  authorization,  appro- 
priation, or  substantive  legislation.  And  so,  in  effect,  I  will  be  seeking  to  put 
some  lid  on  the  second  half  of  fiscal  year  1976  spending. 

Director  Lynn.  If  I  might  on  that,  Mr.  President,  on  even  remaining  actions 
from  your  original  $17  billion  proposals  you  made  in  the  January  budget  that 
affected  fiscal  year  1975  and  1976,  they  still  have  time  to  take  action  on,  I  think 
it  is,  better  than  $4  billion  worth  of  reductions  on  the  growth  of  rescissions  and 
deferrals. 

I  think  the  other  side  of  the  statement  is  maybe  they  will  look  harder  now 
at  what  I  call  the  salami  tactics  of  adding  a  sUce  here  and  adding  a  slice  there 
in  the  regular  appropriation  and  authorization  process. 

The  President.  Yes,  Holmes  [Holmes  Alexander,  McNaught  Syndicate]. 

Q.  Sir,  if,  as  you  say,  the  American  people  are  demanding  that  the  Federal 
Government  be  reduced,  won't  Congress  get  that  message  during  this  vacation 
and  other  times  and  will  help  you  out  there  ? 

The  President.  I  think  it  is  very  opportune  that  they  are  home  to  get  that 
message.  We  expect  to  get  the  benefits  of  that,  because  it  is  my  distinct  impression 
that  the  American  people  are  eager  for  this  action,  and  I  think  it  will  be  reflected 
on  the  Congress  when  they  return. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  why  do  you  think  it  is  that  the  American  people  need  this 
additional  tax  cut? 

The  President.  Why  do  I  think  ? 

Q.  Yes. 

The  President.  As  we  have  had  inflation,  we  have  had,  because  of  our  pro- 
gressive tax  rates,  as  people  have  moved  up  the  salary  and  wage  levels,  they 
have  been  hit  by  the  progressive  rates  that  are  in  effect  at  the  present  time. 

I  have  read  a  number  of  articles  that  make  this  point  very  vividly,  and  the 
ones  who  have  been  hurt  the  most  are  the  ones  who  have  moved  into  the  middle- 
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income  group.  And  unless  we  do  something  to  modify  that,  they  are  going  to 
be  hurt  the  most  in  the  years  ahead. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  coming  back  to  the  point  of  economic  impact,  it  makes 
quite  a  difference  what  part  of  the  budget,  what  kind  of  spending  you  cut.  Can 
you  give  us  in  general  terms  any  thoughts  you  might  have  on  what  kinds  of 
spending  need  to  be  cut  at  this  point?  It  makes  a  difference  in  impact,  as  I 
understand  it,  whether  you  go  after  social  security  or  military  deployment  or 
building  a  dam  somewhere. 

The  President.  It  is  true  that  certain  programs  call  for  an  immediate  cash 
outlay  and  others  have  a  delayed  impact.  On  a  long-term  military  contract,  the 
big  payout  comes  usually  the  last  50  percent  of  the  5-year  program  to  build  an 
aircraft  carrier,  just  as  an  example,  whereas  some  of  these  income  supplement 
programs  come  out  of  the  Treasury  immediately. 

I  wouldn't  want,  at  this  point,  to  identify  them  until  Jim's  process  gets  con- 
cluded, but  I  have  indicated — and  did  in  Detroit  last  Friday — ^because  we  are 
in  the  process  of  now  drafting  the  legislation  and  the  preparation  of  the  message 
in  the  area  of  food  stamps.  Now,  that  is  an  immediate  impact  if  the  Congress 
acts. 

I  also  said  in  Detroit  that  we  had  to  get  some  better  management  out  of  the 
Defense  Department  and  that  some  of  the  frills,  as  I  use  the  word,  have  to  be 
eliminated  over  there  in  the  Pentagon.  And  I  repeat  that. 

I  am  not  going  to  permit,  to  the  extent  that  I  can,  any  serious — any  erosion  of 
our  weapon  capabihty,  but  I  think  there  are  areas  in  the  Defense  Department 
where  better  management  can  produce  better  results. 

Yes,  Mark  [Marquis  W.  Childs,  St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch]. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  if  the  Congress  reacts  with  the  same  kind  of  stalemate  they 
have  reacted  on  oil,  do  you  see  this  as  an  important  issue  that  will  carry  into  the 
1976  campaign  ? 

The  President.  I  think  the  American  people  could  and  would  make  an 
issue.  If  my  premise  is  correct,  that  the  American  people  want  a  reduction  in  the 
growth  of  expenditures  at  the  Federal  level,  and  if  the  Congress  doesn't  act 
affirmatively,  I  think  the  American  people  will  make  it  an  issue,  which  means  in 
1976  it  will  be  in  the  political  arena. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  used  a  billion  dollar  figure  in  your  Detroit  press  con- 
ference, I  think,  on  food  stamps  ? 

The  President.  Right. 

Q.  You  also  spoke  of  medical  payments.  Do  you  have  a  rough  ballpark  figure 
on  medical  payment  cuts  ? 
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Director  Lynn.  I  think  that  is  very  hard  to  do,  Mr.  President,  until  we  hear 
from  HEW  as  to  the  whole  range  of  what  they  would  propose  to  stay  within 
their  ceiling. 

The  President.  We  have  had  a  tremendous  growth  in  medical  payments  by 
the  Federal  Government  for  the  whole  range  of  services,  but  the  precise  amount 
I  think  will  have  to  wait  until  HEW  comes  back. 

Director  Lynn.  Let  me  just  add,  if  I  might,  on  that,  Mr.  President,  when  we 
look  at  the  cost  per  unit  of  care,  in  the  course  of  recent  years,  particularly  in  the 
last  year  or  two,  it  bears  absolutely  no  relationship  to  inflation  or  any  other 
indicator  we  can  use.  It  looks  like  it  is  almost  uncontrolled.  So,  just  as  a  total 
issue,  even  apart  from  this  particular  issue,  when  we  get  to  the  $395  billion,  it  is 
an  area  that  HEW  has  to  look  at  very  carefully  and  has  been  looking  at  for  some 
time.  This  effort,  of  course,  will  bring  that  to  a  head. 

Q.  It  would  require  major  changes  in  the  law,  though,  would  it  not  ? 

The  President.  In  many  instances,  yes,  it  would. 

Q.  Sir,  Secretary  Simon  and  others  have  mentioned  from  time  to  time  that 
inflation  depends  on  the  kind  of  spending  that  you  do,  that  certain  kinds  of 
spending  cause  inflation  and  some  do  not.  Obviously,  if  you  have  a  shortage  of 
something  and  you  spend  the  increase  for  production,  that  does  not  cause 
inflation,  and  if  you  spend  for  things  that  are  in  short  supply,  it  does.  Has  there 
been  an  analysis  of  that  in  your  proposal  so  that  you  take  this  into  account  ? 

The  President.  I  would  defer  that  to  Alan. 

Chairman  Greenspan.  First,  let  me  say  that  the  analyses  that  have  been  used 
to  try  to  get  these  different  impacts,  tend  to  show  that  the  differences  are  much 
less  than  a  number  of  people  had  originally  supposed.  I  think  that  the  differences 
between,  say,  certain  types  of  capital  projects  and  transfer  payments  are  there 
unquestionably.  But  I  think  it  is  more  important  to  recognize  that  the  differ- 
ences are  really  quite  small,  relative  to  the  issue  of  the  size  of  amounts. 

In  other  words,  it  is  an  issue  of  small  moment  relative  to  the  total  size  of  the 
type  of  project  in  the  program  which  the  President  has  announced. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  why  did  you  decide  to  make  the  additional  tax  cut  effective 
January  1  instead  of  delaying  it  and  tying  it  to  the  tax  reductions  at  the  begin- 
ning of  fiscal  1977,  October  1  ? 

The  President.  That  was  a  decision  that  I  felt  was— well,  in  the  first  place, 
the  American  people,  based  on  what  the  various  Congressional  leaders  had 
indicated — they  were  going  to  get  a  tax  reduction  now,  a  kind  of  a  tax  reduction 
that  I  didn't  think  was  the  right  one.  And  since  I  have  strong  views  on  what  is 
a  good  and  fair  and  equitable  tax  reduction,  I  felt  it  was  the  proper  thing  to  join 
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the  issue  at  this  time,  rather  than  to  have  the  probabiUty  of  the  wrong  kind  of 
a  tax  reduction  going  into  effect  January  1.  And  it  seems  to  me  it  was  better 
to  fight  for  what  I  really  believe  in  at  this  time  rather  than  to  delay  it  until 
sometime  in  1976. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  following  that,  if  Congress  were  to  extend  the  present 
reduction  at  the  $12  billion  level  and  say  they  are  willing  to  talk  about  a 
budget  reduction  of  $12  billion,  what  would  your  reaction  to  that  be  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  I  ought  to  speculate  on  that.  I  feel  very  strongly, 
as  I  have  indicated,  about  the  kind  of  a  tax  reduction,  and  that  is  as  crucial  as 
the  spending  reduction.  And  I  think  we  have  to  stand  firm  on  the  combination 
that  we  have  proposed.  I  haven't  seen  any  indication  on  their  part  that  they 
would  do  it.  So,  I  think  it  is  too  speculative  to  really  make  any  judgment. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  are  you  saying  that  there  is  no  room  for  compromise  any- 
where on  this  issue,  that  it  has  got  to  be  your  program  or  no  program  ? 

The  President.  We  are  all  realistic  enough  to  know  that  at  some  time  you 
may  have  to.  But  our  position  is  firm,  and  I  think  it  is  soundly  based.  And  to 
indicate  there  is  any  major  area  of  compromise,  I  think,  just  erodes  our  position, 
which  is  firm. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  fear  that  if  there  is  an  extension  on  these  tax  cuts, 
as  Senator  Long  has  indicated,  without  any  reduction  in  the  rate  of  growth, 
that  you  will  go  back  to  more  inflation,  possibly  more  double-digit  inflation  ? 

The  President.  If  my  recollection  is  accurate,  if  we  have  a  $12  billion  tax 
reduction  with  no  limitation  on  spending,  the  deficit  for  fiscal  1977  will  be 
$70  billion.  And  with  the  prospect  of  a  deficit  for  fiscal  1976  somewhere  between 
$60  and  $70  bilKon,  you  will  have  back-to-back  deficits  that  will  total  $140 
billion.  I  think  that  is  an  inevitable  invitation  to  reigniting  of  inflation. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  have  said  that  the  people  would  make  an  issue  of  this 
in  1976.  Will  you  yield  to  the  clamor  of  the  public  on  this  and  take  up  the 
cudgels  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  always  respect  the  judgment  of  the  American  people, 
and  if  they  want  to  make  it  an  issue,  I  will  respond. 
Q.  You  won't  resist  it  ?  [Laughter] 
The  President.  No. 

Q.  I  am  a  little  confused,  Mr.  President,  as  to  where  these  fiscal  guidelines 

leave  your  welfare  reform.  There  have  been  many  signs  of  the  Administration's 

moving  in  that  direction.  Everything  you  can  learn  from  HEW  suggests  that 

it  would  cost  more  to  go  the  negative  income  route. 

The  President.  The  Vice  President  is  having  some  hearings  which  will  cover 
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this  area,  and  they  will  include  the  total  spectrum  of  those  who  want  to  take 
the  present  law  and  modify  it  to  try  and  tighten  it  up  to  those  who  want  to  junk 
the  present  system  and  substitute  another.  We  are  going  to  have  a  broad  spec- 
trum of  witnesses,  and  when  the  Vice  President  comes  back  with  a  consensus, 
we  will  make  a  decision.  There  has  been  none  made  yet. 

Q.  Would  you  like  to  move  in  January  on  some  kind  of  welfare  program? 

The  President.  It  will  depend  on  what  the  hearings  produce,  Charlie  [Charles 
L.  Bardett,  Chicago  Daily  News]. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  spoke  of  frills  at  the  DOD.  Do  you  apply  that  also  to 
the  other  departments  and  HEW  ? 

The  President.  Oh,  sure.  None  will  be  immune.  Holmes. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  speaking  of  the  Vice  President,  could  I  ask  a  fiscally  related 
question  ?  [Laughter]  Are  you  and  Mr.  Rockefeller  now  taking  different  posi- 
tions on  the  possible  need  for  some  Federal  assistance  to  New  York  City? 

The  President.  I  would  say  it  is  minimal.  I  couldn't  help  but  be  disappointed 
in  what  I  read  this  morning,  that  the  mayor's  group— or  whatever  they  call  that 
group — has  come  up  with  only  a  $50  million  reduction  of  the  recommendations 
that  they  have  to  make  to  the  Governor's  group,  and  the  total  that  the  Governor's 
group  requires  is  $200  million,  and  this  is  only  50  out  of  the  200. 

I  have  no  way  of  knowing  what  the  reaction  will  be  of  the  Governor  and  his 
group,  but  I  can't  help  but  raise  the  question  that  if  the  municipal  people  can't 
satisfy  the  Governor's  group,  it  certainly  is  an  indication  that  they  would  have  a 
hard  time  satisfying  the  Congressional  requirements  for  fiscal  responsibility. 
And  of  course,  fiscal  readjustment  or  fiscal  restructuring  or  fiscal  responsibility 
at  the  city  level  would  be  a  prerequisite,  I  would  think,  for  any  Congressional 
action. 

Mr.  Nessen.  Mr.  President,  do  you  want  to  leave  Bill  and  Alan  to  finish  ? 

The  President.  Yes.  Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Reporter.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   10:30  a.m.  in  the  Council  of  Economic  Advisers,  and  James  T.  Lynn, 

Roosevelt  Room  at  the  White  House.  The  briefing  Director  of  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget, 

was  conducted  by  William  E.  Simon,  Secretary  of  The  White  House  press  release  contained  the  con- 

the  Treasury,  Alan   Greenspan,   Chairman   of  the  eluding  portion  of  the  briefing. 
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627 

Memorandum  on  Appointing  the  Chairman  of  the 
Interdepartmental  Savings  Bonds  Committee.     October  14 f  1975 

Memorandum  for  the  Heads  of  Departments  and  Agencies 

I  have  appointed  Secretary  of  Commerce  Rogers  C.  B.  Morton  as  Chairman  of 
the  Interdepartmental  Savings  Bonds  Committee.  He  succeeds  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Earl  Butz,  -who  has  served  in  that  capacity  with  great  distinction 
since  1972. 

The  Savings  Bond  Program  offers  a  convenient  w^ay  for  every  American  to 
build  financial  security. 

The  success  of  this  vital  program  owes  much  to  the  broad  acceptance  by  Fed- 
eral employees  of  the  Payroll  Savings  Plan.  It  is  essential  for  each  of  us  to  provide 
effective  leadership  by  encouraging  every  employee  to  buy  Savings  Bonds 
regularly. 

Secretary  Morton  has  my  full  support  as  he  undertakes  this  new  respon- 
sibility. I  know  he  can  count  on  your  fullest  personal  interest  and  cooperation  in 
attaining  new  high  levels  of  participation  in  the  Payroll  Savings  Plan  throughout 
the  Federal  establishment. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 


628 

Statement  on  Receiving  the  Report  of  the  Domestic  Council 
Drug  Abuse  Task  Force.     October  14,  1975 

DURING  the  last  6  months  the  Domestic  Council  has  conducted  an  intensive 
revievv^  of  the  drug  abuse  problem  in  the  United  States.  I  directed  this  reviev^ 
because  I  v^as  concerned  about  reports  of  increasing  availability  and  use  of  drugs. 
Specifically,  I  v^anted  to  know  the  extent  and  nature  of  drug  abuse  in  this  coun- 
try and  the  effectiveness  of  our  current  programs  in  responding  to  this  serious 
problem. 

The  Domestic  Council  Drug  Abuse  Task  Force  has  completed  its  review  and 
has  prepared  a  "White  Paper  on  Drug  Abuse"  for  my  consideration.  I  am  grate- 
ful to  the  Vice  President,  the  members  of  the  task  force,  and  to  the  many  others 
from  inside  and  outside  of  government  who  offered  advice  and  counsel  in  the 
preparation  of  this  report. 
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Drug  abuse  is  a  problem  of  deep  personal  concern  to  me  and  one  which 
requires  a  careful  but  forceful  policy  both  at  home  and  abroad.  We  have  com- 
pleted an  important  first  step.  Now  we  must  continue  the  vital  process  of  com- 
munication and  analysis  which  has  begun. 

In  order  to  assure  prompt  implementation  of  this  report,  I  am  directing  each 
Federal  agency  with  direct  program  responsibility  to  analyze  and  respond  to 
the  white  paper  within  the  next  60  days.  I  am  also  directing  that  the  report  be 
released  to  help  ref ocus  the  current  public  dialog  on  drug  abuse. 

This  Administration  is  firmly  committed  to  improving  the  quality  of  life 
for  all  Americans.  Clearly,  drug  abuse  has  no  place  in  our  society.  I  believe  the 
white  paper  outlines  in  realistic  terms  the  drug  abuse  problem  this  Nation  faces 
and  presents  for  my  consideration  comprehensive  recommendations  for  ways 
in  which  the  Federal  Government,  working  with  State  and  local  governments 
and  the  private  sector,  can  control  drug  abuse. 

note:  The  report  is  entitled  "White  Paper  on  Drug  From  the  Domestic  Council  tkug  Abuse  Task 
Abuse,  September  1975 — A  Report  to  the  President       Force"  (Government  Printing  Office,  116  pp.). 

629 

Remarks  at  the  Convention  of  the  Connecticut  Association 
of  Realtors  in  Hartford.     October  14,  1975 

IT  IS  a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  for  me  to  have  an  opportunity  to  say  just  a 
few  w^ords  to  the  Connecticut  realtors. 

Herb  has  indicated  my  credentials.  I  can't  relate  hov^  many  times  I  have  met 
with,  discussed  with,  worked  with,  first,  the  realtors  from  my  hometown,  Grand 
Rapids,  the  Michigan  realtors,  the  national  association.  I  have  attended  many, 
many,  many  of  the  meetings  of  your  organization  in  the  Nation's  Capital.  Let 
me  say  without  any  hesitation  or  equivocation,  I  feel  at  home  with  people  who 
believe  as  you  do  that  an  investment  in  a  home  is  an  investment  in  a  good 
America. 

Let  me  say  that  I  had  a  great  privilege  and  honor  to  speak  to  the  national 
convention  of  your  organization  in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  last  year.  You  all  who 
were  there  seemed  to  be  having  a  good  time.  [Laughterl  I  wish  I  could  have 
stayed  longer  and  enjoyed  what  all  of  you  were  doing — ^working  on  matters 
involving  real  estate,  finance,  et  cetera.  But  nevertheless,  it  was  a  privilege  to 
address  the  national  convention.  I  said  then  that  the  country  was  having  serious 
problems  in  the  economic  field — and  we  were.  I  indicated  at  that  time  that  the 
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Homebuilding  and  the  real  estate  business  were  both  having  a  very  serious  time. 

I  didn't  come  out  and  promise  you  any  quick  fix  or  phony  panacea.  I  don't 
think  that  is  the  w2Ly  for  me  to  talk  to  people  who  know  what  the  facts  of  life 
are.  And  you  know  that  we  have  had  a  serious  dip  in  the  home  ownership  effort, 
whether  it  is  in  new  homes  being  built  or  in  the  real  estate  market.  But  despite 
the  fact  that  we  took  a  real  tough  slide,  this  country  is  coming  out  of  the  most 
serious  economic  recession  since  the  end  of  World  War  II  on  the  basis  of  sound 
policies.  And  those  policies  are  going  to  continue,  because  they  are  in  the  best 
interest  of  everybody  in  this  country. 

As  I  look  at  the  statistics  on  a  national  basis,  I  see  encouragement  as  far  as 
the  economy  overall  is  concerned.  And  I  think  you  will  be  very  pleased  with 
some  of  the  material  that  will  be  released  within  the  next  few  days  that  indicates 
that  the  staunchness  of  the  American  people  in  meeting  a  challenge  and  the 
right  poHcies  we  are  following  will  give  us  the  encouragement  that  is  needed 
to  keep  us  going  in  the  right  direction  in  making  a  better  America  for  every- 
body. 

The  improvement  in  your  business  is  not  as  spectacular  as  we  would  like, 
but  you  should  be  encouraged.  The  improvement  we  find  in  the  surveys  that 
are  made  around  the  country — consumer  confidence  for  good  reason  is  im- 
proving. 

But  we  are  faced  with  a  very  serious  crisis.  The  facts  of  life  are  that  our  Fed- 
eral Government,  yours  as  well  as  mine,  has  been  following  a  policy  in  the 
spending  of  your  tax  dollars  that  if  we  continue  that  poUcy,  what  we  believe  in 
will  be  seriously  undermined.  And  furthermore,  if  we  continue  to  put  the  heavy 
hand  of  additional  taxation  or  even  the  present  rates  of  taxation  on  people 
today,  we  could  have  a  diversion  of  what  we  think  is  right  in  America,  a  policy 
that  is  not  healthy  for  America. 

So,  what  I  tried  to  do  in  a  speech  to  the  American  people  a  few  days  ago  was 
to  lay  out  that  if  we  could  put  a  restraining  hand  on  the  growth  of  Federal 
spending,  and  if  we,  as  a  result  of  putting  a  limitation  on  the  growth  of  Federal 
spending  of  $28  billion  in  the  next  fiscal  year,  we  could  honestly  say  to  the 
American  people  that  they  ought  to  have  a  $28  billion  tax  reduction.  But  they 
have  to  go  hand-in-hand.  And  I  hope  and  trust  that  every  one  of  you  will  talk 
to  your  Congressmen — ^Democratic,  Republican — and  say  this  program  is  good 
for  America.  It  is  right. 

The  tax  program  seeks  to  give  for  the  first  time  in  a  good  many  years  equity 
to  the  middle-income  people  in  our  society.  We  seek  to  achieve  this  by  increasing 
the  personal  exemption  from  $750  per  person  to  $1,000,  to  give  a  flat  $1,800 
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standard  deduction  to  a  single  person,  a  $2,500  standard  deduction  to  a  couple. 
We  try  to  get  some  adjustments  in  rates;  we  try  to  give  business  a  fair  and 
equitable  break— one-quarter  of  the  total  of  $28  billion  tax  reduction.  This  is  a 
sound  program,  but  it  has  to  be  tied  to  a  restraint  on  the  growth  in  Federal 
spending. 

So,  I  plead  with  you  to  speak  to  your  Members  of  the  House  and  Senate.  Let 
me  tell  you  what  the  alternative  is.  We  have  had  this  current  growth  in  Federal 
spending  at  the  rate  of  9  to  10  percent  a  year  without  any  change  in  law  just 
because  more  people  become  eligible  and  because  there  are  escalation  clauses 
in  the  various  laws  that  do  exist.  And  if  we  don't  do  something  about  spending, 
you  are  going  to  have  a  $50  billion  increase  in  spending  in  the  next  fiscal  year 
without  any  change  in  the  law— a  $50  billion  automatic  increase  in  spending. 

What  I  am  saying  to  you  is,  let's  cut  it  in  half  and  save  that  money  for  the 
benefit  of  people  in  the  tax  brackets.  We  don't  hurt  anybody,  and  we  give  a 
little  more  equity  to  the  people  in  the  middle-income  brackets. 

All  of  you  understand  the  problem  of  how  you  are  going  to  finance  new 
homes.  And  you  know  there  has  been  a  problem  not  only  as  to  the  availability 
but  as  to  interest  rates. 

And  all  of  you  are  sophisticated  enough  to  know  that  the  first  borrower  is 
Uncle  Sam.  He  gets  priority.  And  if  Uncle  Sam  is  going  to  borrow  $70  billion 
this  year  and  $70  bilHon  next  year— that  is,  $140  billion  to  finance  a  deficit  in  a 
2-year  span — ^there  ain't  going  to  be  much  left  for  the  private  enterprise  portion 
of  our  economy. 

So,  what  my  proposal  does  is  to  put  a  lid,  as  I  said,  of  $60  billion  on  this  fiscal 
year.  And  if  we  have  a  tax  reduction  of  $28  billion  next  year  and  a  spending 
limitation  of  $28  billion  in  the  next  fiscal  year,  we  will  have  a  $40  billion  deficit, 
and  in  3  years  we  will  have  a  balanced  budget.  And  you  will  have  plenty  of 
money  next  year  and  the  following  year  to  sell  homes  and  to  build  homes.  And 
that  is  what  we  want. 

If  we  don't  have  a  program  of  this  kind,  we  are  faced  with  Uncle  Sam  crowd- 
ing out  people  who  want  to  buy  a  home  and  interfering  with  the  livelihood  of 
those  people  who  want  to  sell  homes  and  build  homes.  What  I  am  saying  to 
you  is  we  have  a  good  program.  They  have  to  go  hand  in  hand,  and  I  would 
appreciate  your  help. 

Thank  you. 

note:   The  President  spoke  at  7:30   p.m.   in   the       his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Herbert  Pearce,  president 
Grand  Ballroom  at  the  Sheraton-Hartford  Hotel.  In       of  the  association. 
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Remarks  at  a  Republican  Party  Fundraising  Dinner  in 
Hartford.     October  14,  1973 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Fred,  Senator  Lowell  Weic\er,  Congressmen  Ron 
Sarasin,  Stew  McKinney,  Ed  May,  and  all  of  my  former  colleagues  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  who  are  here,  and  it  has  been  wonderful  seeing  you  all — Uoyd 
Elston,  ]ohn  Filer,  Archie  McCardle,  and  all  of  those  who  have  made  this  dinner 
possible,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  am  thrilled  by  not  only  the  size  of  this  tremendous  gathering  but  the  en- 
thusiasm—and may  I  say  this  most  sincerely,  it  has  been  my  privilege  in  the  last 
month  or  so  to  attend  a  number  of  comparable  Republican  gatherings  such  as 
this  and  each  and  every  one  seems  to  get  better.  The  momentum  is  there  and  this 
is  the  highlight,  and  I  congratulate  all  of  you  in  the  great  State  of  Connecticut 
for  this  w^onderf ul  turn-out. 

I  do  v^ish  to  express  my  personal  appreciation  to  the  tv^o  fine  bands— the  Nev^ 
Britain  High  School  Band,  and  I  also  w^ish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Cen- 
turian  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps.  And  of  course,  the  tremendous  enthusiasm  of  all 
of  you  who  just  joined  us  really  makes  this  v^onderful  gathering  here  a  great 
family  affair.  And  for  those  of  you  v^ho  are  interested,  the  Red  Sox  are  ahead 
1  to  0.  [Laughter]  I  am  told  that  Carlton  Fisk  hit  a  home  run.  That  is  not  a  bad 
way  to  go. 

You  know,  it  really  is  a  great  pleasure  to  be  back  and,  I  emphasize,  back  in 
Connecticut.  Trying  to  drive  into  Hartford,  in  particular,  is  always  a  very 
fascinating  experience  for  anyone  in  politics.  With  all  of  those  interchanges, 
cloverleafs,  by-passes  and  on-ramps  and  off-ramps,  you  have  the  exact  same 
problem  the  Democrats  have  in  Congress.  [Laughter]  No  matter  which  way 
you  go,  it  is  wrong.  [Laughter] 

But  let  me  add  this,  if  I  might.  In  1976  we  are  going  to  help  those  Democrats 
out  of  their  problem.  [Laughter] 

I  am  very  grateful  to  Fred  for  his  overly  kind  and  very  generous  introduction. 
And  I  certainly  wish  Fred  the  very,  very  best  in  his  new  role  as  chairman  of  the 
Republican  Party  of  Connecticut. 

Although  this  is  a  new  job  for  Fred,  as  Eddie  said  earlier,  he  is  an  old  and 
enthusiastic  hand  at  party  activity.  Fred  Biebel  has  come  up  through  the  chairs, 
^  to  speak,  in  the  Republican  Party.  He  has  served  as  a  doorbell  ringer,  as  town 
chairman,  as  county  chairman,  and  many,  many  other  important  assignments 
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in  the  Republican  Party.  And  now  that  he  has  the  top  job  in  the  RepubHcan 
Party,  or  the  top  chair,  I  should  say,  in  the  RepubHcan  Party  in  Connecticut,  Fred 
tells  me,  and  I  think  it  is  obvious,  he  isn't  going  to  be  doing  much  sitting  on  it  in 
the  next  18  months. 

Fred,  it  is  obvious  you  are  going  to  make  1976  a  good  year  for  our  candidates 
and  for  the  philosophy  that  w^e  stand  for.  But  in  addition,  you  are  going  to  get  a 
great  deal  of  help  from  your  outstanding  vice  chairman,  Jeanne  Nelson,  and 
from  the  rest  of  those  of  you  who  are  active  participants  either  in  the  party  or- 
ganization in  getting  out  the  vote  or  in  raising  the  money.  And  it  seems  to  me 
that  with  all  of  this  talent  here,  you  have  the  nucleus  for  a  very  broad-scale 
victory  in  1976. 

I  was  very  pleased  and  very  proud  to  have  an  opportunity  to  sit  next  to,  talk 
with  an  old  friend  and  an  old  colleague,  a  Senator  of  great  strength,  courage, 
and  wisdom — Lowell  Weicker.  It  was  my  privilege  and  real  pleasure  to  serve 
with  him  in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  to  have  a  few  months  where  I  was 
presiding  in  the  Senate.  I  know  firsthand  that  he  serves  you  with  great  distinc- 
tion, and  I  hope  and  trust  that  the  people  of  this  fine  State  make  certain  that 
Lowell  Weicker  is  returned  for  6  more  years  in  1976. 

Having  served  25-plus  years  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  I  know  the  kind 
that  come  who  will  stay  and  serve  well  and  the  kind  that  come  and  have  prob- 
lems and  don't  stay  very  long.  And  in  Stew  McKinney  and  Ron  Sarasin  you  have 
the  kind  of  Representatives  in  the  House  who  do  a  superb  job  for  all  of  those 
in  their  respective  Congressional  districts,  who  are  respected  on  both  sides  of  the 
aisle,  who  seem  to  attract  attention  from  their  colleagues  because  of  their 
capability,  because  of  their  service  in  doing  a  job  not  only  for  the  district  and 
the  State  but  the  country.  And  so  I  say  to  you,  send  Ron  and  Stew  back  but  add  a 
few,  will  you,  in  1976  ? 

Although  I  never  had  the  privilege  of  serving  in  a  State  legislature,  I  know 
from  many,  many  experiences  with  State  legislators  all  over  the  country  and  a 
few  opportunities  to  speak  to  a  State  legislature  or  two,  that  this  is  really  one 
of  the  most  important  functions  or  operations  in  our  government.  And  I  hope 
and  trust  that  after  the  disastrous  year  of  1974  that  you  in  Connecticut  will  see 
to  it  that  you  gain  or  regain  control  in  your  State  legislature  in  1976. 

A  couple  of  weeks  ago  I  was  honored  to  have  a  number  of  your  mayoralty 
candidates  come  down  to  the  White  House,  and  Shirley  ^  was  among  them. 
And  I  talked  to  them  about  the  election  that  is  coming  up  in  not  too  many 
weeks.  I  happen  to  believe  that  the  foundation  of  a  firm,  strong  political  party 

^  Shirley  Scott,  Republican  candidate  for  mayor  of  Hartford. 
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is  at  tie  local  level.  And  I  was  greatly  impressed  with  Shirley  and  the  others  who 
told  me  of  what  they  are  trying  to  do  for  the  party,  yes,  but  for  their  respective 
communities,  more  importantly.  And  to  the  extent  that  you  can,  I  urge  you  in 
each  and  every  case  to  give  these  fine  candidates  your  maximum  this  coming 
November. 

If  I  might  reminisce  just  a  moment— this  is  early  fall  in  the  great  State  of 
Connecticut — ^it  hardly  seems  possible  that  about  40  years  ago,  I  came  from  the 
State  of  Michigan  in  August  of  1935  and  spent  the  next  5-plus  years  in  New 
Haven,  working  for  one  of  the  finest  people  that  I  have  ever  known.  He  gave 
me  my  first  job  and  was  tremendously  influential  in  helping  to  guide  me  in 
how  to  handle  the  job.  But  more  importandy  he  gave  me  the  opportunity  not 
only  to  have  a  job  but  to  further  my  education.  For  that  wonderful  opportunity 
to  me,  I  want  to  thank,  before  all  of  you,  a  very  old  and  very  dear  friend  of 
mine.  Ducky  Pond  of  Yale  University. 

I  don't  know  how  many  times  during  that  5^/4  years,  but  there  were  many, 
when  Ducky  and  his  wonderful  wife,  Anna,  kind  of  looked  after  a  lonesome 
bachelor.  And  for  that.  Ducky,  I  am  deeply  grateful.  But  there  is  another  good 
friend  of  mine  from  Michigan  here  who,  I  guess,  coached  Eddie — Norm  Daniels 
is  here  someplace — who  is  now  retired.  Where  is  Norm  ?  There  he  is. 

I  don't  mind  admitting  a  little  nostalgia.  I  think  it  is  good  for  a  person  to  feel 
strongly  about  people  and  about  political  parties  and  about  principles,  about 
conviction.  And  I  feel  very  strongly  about  returning  to  the  great  State  of  Con- 
necticut where  I  had  5-plus  wonderful  years.  And  I  thank  all  of  the  people  who 
made  it  possible. 

But  I  am  especially  pleased  to  be  in  a  State  which  over  the  years  has  done  a 
superb  job  in  a  very  important  area  in  our  economy — I  talk  about  insurance.  I 
am  told  that  14  percent  of  the  insurance  in  America  today  is  written  from  or 
by  people  who  have  home  bases  here  in  this  State.  And  all  together  I  am  advised 
that  premiums  alone  on  policies  sold  nationwide  by  Connecticut  insurance 
companies  total  more  than  $13  billion  annually.  That  is  an  impressive  figure  by 
any  standards.  And  since  the  bulk  of  these  premiums  are  reinvested  in  Amer- 
ica— ^in  mortgages  on  homes  and  on  commercial  buildings,  in  the  development 
of  America's  resources,  in  stocks  and  bonds — I  consider  that  a  great  vote  of 
Connecticut's  confidence  in  the  United  States. 

Some  200  years  ago,  Benjamin  Franklin  said  that  in  this  world  nothing  is 
certain  but  death  and  taxes.  But  nowadays  some  politicians  seem  to  take  a 
shortcut — they  just  tax  people  to  death.  But  I  don't  think  there  is  anything  funny 


1701 


[630]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  October  14 

when  it  comes  to  paying  taxes,  whether  it  is  new  taxes  here  in  Connecticut  or 
anywhere  else  in  America. 

The  tax  burden  of  milHons  and  milHons  of  Americans  is  far,  far  too  heavy.  It 
aflfects  family  budget  decisions  and  the  Nation's  economic  recovery.  And  let  me 
read  to  you,  if  I  might,  a  letter  from  a  Connecticut  woman  who,  obviously,  is  a 
constituent  of  Stew  McKinney's.  It  is  dated  October  7,  a  day  or  so  after  I  made 
a  speech  on  national  television.  It  says,  "Dear  Mr.  President"— and  I  would 
like  to  use  her  words  and  her  thoughts  for  the  theme  that  I  am  going  to  spend 
a  few  minutes  with  you  on  this  evening. 

"Dear  Mr.  President,  I  want  to  go  on  record  that  I  truly  agree  with  everything 
you  said  on  your  broadcast  on  Monday  night.  It  is  about  time  someone  said 
something  sensible.  We  do  want  our  freedom  back.  We  don't  want  anything 
given  to  us  or  done  for  us.  In  this  time  of  the  Bicentennial,  let's  get  back  to  the 
principles  set  forth  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  As  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, we  have  been  taxed  without  representation.  Most  people  I  know  think 
taxes  are  too  high,  but  our  Representatives  keep  giving  us  benefits  and  our  taxes 
keep  going  up.  Why  do  they  do  this  ? 

"I  want  this  country  to  declare  its  independence  once  again — freedom  from  a 
too  strong  government.  Of  course,  with  freedom  comes  responsibility.  We  are 
all  responsible  for  letting  our  leaders  know  what  we  feel,  and  too  many  of  us, 
myself  included,  stood  by  watching  while  all  of  this  happened.  We  only  wake 
up  and  get  motivated  to  do  something  when  it  is  almost  too  late.  I  am  not  a  letter 
writer  but  from  now  on,  even  if  it  is  a  postcard,  my  Congressman  is  going  to 
know  how  I  feel." 

Let  me  say  this  is  the  tone  and  the  thread  of  many,  many  letters  we  have 
received  in  the  White  House  in  the  last  10  days.  The  theme  is  that  our  tax  load 
is  too  heavy  and  our  spending  rate  is  far  too  high. 

The  Congress  and  others  connected  with  the  Government  bear  a  very  heavy 
burden  of  responsibility  for  the  heavy  taxes  now  imposed  on  the  American 
people,  especially  those  in  the  low-  and  middle-income  brackets. 

For  the  last  38  out  of  42  years  the  Democrats  have  controlled  the  Congress — 
the  House  as  well  as  in  the  Senate— following  the  old  Democratic  formula  of 
tax  and  tax,  spend  and  spend,  elect  and  elect.  I  respectfully  suggest,  let's  turn  that 
formula  around  and  elect  Republicans  who  will  tax  less  and  spend  less. 

If  we  expect  to  restore  economic  stability  and  develop  sustained  growth  in  our 
economy,  we  must  first  set  the  United  States  Government's  fiscal  house  in  order. 
And  that  is  precisely  what  we  intend  to  do.  That  is  why  I  insist  on  a  decision 
from  the  Congress  on  the  question  of  whether  we  will  continue  the  tragic  di- 
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rection  of  recent  years,  the  path  toward  bigger  government,  higher  taxes,  higher 
inflation,  or  in  the  alternative,  whether  we  will  now  take  a  new  direction,  bring- 
ing a  halt  to  the  suffocating  growth  of  government,  restoring  our  national 
prosperity,  and  allowing  Americans  a  far  greater  voice  in  their  own  future  and 
a  greater  say  on  how  to  spend  their  money. 

May  I  add  one  or  two  sentences  right  at  this  point.  As  we  talk  about  the 
problem  of  bigger  government,  heavier  burdens  financially,  and  less  and  less 
freedom,  it  is  well  to  remember  the  following:  A  government  big  enough  to 
give  us  everything  we  want  is  a  government  big  enough  to  take  from  us  every- 
thing we  have. 

Now,  in  choosing  a  new  direction,  I  propose  a  fresh  start  for  America  and  for 
the  American  people.  I  have  recommended  a  $28  billion  tax  reduction  on  a  per- 
manent basis  starting  January  1  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  matching  limitation  in 
the  growth  of  Federal  spending.  As  a  very  distinct  part  of  this  program,  I  think 
we  have  to  make  a  date  certain  for  a  balanced  budget. 

Let  me  emphasize  that  in  the  tax  proposal  the  following  provisions  should  be 
remembered:  We  recommend  that  75  percent  of  the  tax  reduction  go  to  the 
people,  the  taxpayers,  and  the  other  25  percent  go  to  those  in  business  and 
industry.  The  75  percent  for  individuals  involves  an  increase  in  personal  exemp- 
tion from  $750  to  $1,000,  the  standard  deduction  to  a  flat  $1,800  for  a  single 
person  and  $2,500  for  a  couple.  Those  are  tax  deductions  that  are  good  to  give  to 
people  who  deserve  them,  who  have  been  shortchanged  in  the  years  in  the  past. 

And  in  the  area  of  tax  reduction,  the  remaining  25  percent  for  industry  is 
oriented  to  provide  a  sustained  growth,  to  help  in  the  creation  of  capital  for  the 
production  of  jobs,  because  we  have  to  provide  new  jobs  for  about  1,600,000 
younger  people  entering  the  labor  market  every  year.  And  if  we  don't  provide 
some  incentive  for  industry  to  expand,  to  modernize,  to  improve,  we  aren't 
going  to  be  able  to  satisfy  the  job  needs  of  our  younger  generation. 

So,  there  is  an  equal  balance  in  the  proposals  that  I  have  made  on  the  tax 
side.  But  let  me  emphasize  that  if  we  don't  get  an  equal  reduction  in  the  growth 
of  Federal  spending,  we  cannot  justify  a  tax  reduction. 

Obviously,  in  the  process  of  reducing  spending,  a  lot  of  belt-tightening  will 
have  to  take  place.  But  let  me  emphasize  with  conviction  and  very  firm  state- 
ments that  those  who  deserve  help  will  continue  to  receive  it — the  elderly,  the 
poor,  the  veterans  who  have  borne  arms  in  our  Nation's  defense.  And  then  I  add 
hurriedly,  we  will  not  permit  slashes  in  our  national  security  defense  forces  that 
are  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  United  States. 

Overall  the  proposals  to  cut  taxes  and  the  growth  of  Federal  spending  will  not 
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only  lighten  your  tax  load  but  I  think  they  will  also  help  tremendously  in 
battling  the  ravages  of  inflation,  the  cruelest  and  perhaps  the  most  pervasive 
tax  of  all. 

As  I  have  indicated,  they  will  give  our  economy  the  necessary,  sustained 
push  so  that  we  can  expand  and  meet  the  challenges  from  abroad,  which  are 
serious — a  problem  that  has  to  be  met  if  we  are  to  provide  for  job  growth. 

What  we  have  to  do  is  convince  the  Congress  that  the  American  people  want 
this  kind  of  an  answer.  We  cannot  let  the  growth  of  the  Federal  budget  go  as  it 
has  for  the  last  13  years. 

And  let  me  tell  you  what  the  consequence  will  be:  If  we  let  the  growth  of 
Federal  spending  proceed  as  it  has  for  the  last  10-plus  years,  by  the  year  2000 
h^lf  of  the  people  in  this  Nation  will  be  living  off  the  other  half,  totally  changing 
the  kind  of  a  government,  the  kind  of  a  society  in  which  we  live. 

Let  me  illustrate  by  a  couple  of  quick  statistics.  In  1962  the  budget  climbed 
over  the  $100  billion  mark  for  the  first  time.  By  1971  it  went  over  $200  billion. 
By  1975  it  had  topped  $300  billion.  And  without  some  serious  trimming,  it 
will  go  over  $400  billion  in  the  next  fiscal  year.  That  is  a  300-percent  increase 
in  the  short  span  of  13  years.  And  if  we  permit  that  growth  to  continue  without 
some  restriction  and  some  limitation,  the  consequences  I  described  will  be  upon 
us  by  the  year  2000. 

To  meet  this  problem  head  on,  I  propose  that  we  halt  this  alarming  growth 
by  holding  spending  to  $395  billion  in  the  coming  fiscal  year.  That  represents 
a  $28  billion  cut  from  the  spending  level  currently  projected,  if  all  existing 
Federal  programs  are  allowed  to  grow  as  they  have  in  the  recent  past.  I  recog- 
nize that  special  interest  groups  throughout  America  may  complain.  They  will 
be  down  on  the  doorsteps  of  the  House  as  well  as  the  Senate  when  funds  are 
cut  as  a  part  of  this  economy  drive.  But  my  concern  and  your  concern  is  not 
that  of  special  interests.  It  is  the  people's  interest,  the  taxpayers'  interest,  and 
more  importantly  than  anything,  the  national  interest. 

The  Congress  has  to  look  at  this  package  in  that  light.  The  temptation  of 
Representatives  in  the  Congress  to  accept  the  tax  cut,  but  reject  the  spending 
cuts,  will  be  tremendous.  It  is  an  old  story — everybody  wants  to  go  to  heaven, 
but  nobody  wants  to  die.  [Laughter']  I  served  in  the  Congress  long  enough  to 
know  that  from  personal  experience.  But  if  we  are  really  serious  about  getting 
both  our  economy  and  the  Federal  Government  under  control,  the  Congress 
must  commit  itself,  not  halfheartedly  but  wholeheartedly,  to  a  policy  of  strict 
fiscal  responsibility.  Instead  of  throwing  up  its  hands  and  saying  it  can't  be  done, 
as  some  of  the  Democratic  leaders  have  indicated,  I  suggest  to  the  Democratic- 
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controlled  Congress  that  they  take  a  good,  hard  look  at  how  the  Democratic- 
controlled  90th  Congress  placed  a  ceiling  on  spending  and  at  the  same  time 
enacted  an  increase  in  taxes  recommended  by  a  Democratic  President.  That 
was  back  in  1967. 

This  time  I  recommend  to  the  Congress  to  place  a  ceiling  on  spending  and 
at  the  same  time  enact  a  tax  cut.  But  let  me  illustrate  how  the  90th  Congress  did 
it,  and  we  are  in  the  94th  Congress  now.  In  December  of  1967,  the  Congress 
wrote  into  a  continuing  appropriations  bill  a  provision  reducing  Federal  obliga- 
tions for  1968  by  at  least  $9  billion  and  Federal  spending  by  at  least  $4  billion. 
And  it  worked. 

In  1968,  the  same  Congress  enacted  a  10-percent  surtax  on  corporations  and 
individuals  which  President  Johnson  had  requested.  And  at  the  same  time,  it 
wrote  into  the  legislation  a  $10  bilHon  reduction  in  outlays  for  fiscal  1969  and 
an  $8  billion  rescission  of  unspent  prior  year  appropriations.  It  is  just  as  simple 
as  that. 

Tonight  I  say  to  the  "Can't  Do  Congress,"  it  can  be  done,  it  has  been  done, 
why  not  do  it  for  the  benefit  of  America. 

And  if  I  might,  let  me  be  very  specific  on  this  point.  If  the  Congress  sends 
me  legislation  that  exceeds  the  spending  limitations  and  threatens  your  tax  cut, 
I  will  not  hesitate  to  use  the  constitutional  authority  available  to  me  and  will 
veto  that  legislation. 

Oh,  I  know  that  the  veto  has  been  described  as  a  negative  act.  And  I  have 
used  it  39  times  and  saved,  in  the  process,  the  American  taxpayers  $6  billion.  I 
will  use  it  a  hundred  times,  if  necessary,  to  prevent  excessive  inflationary  spend- 
ing increases.  And  that  is  about  as  positive  as  you  can  get. 

Let  me  explain  why  I  don't  think  that  a  veto  is  a  negative  act.  Our  fore- 
fathers, when  they  drafted  the  Constitution,  and  those  from  Connecticut  par- 
ticipated, they  gave,  in  the  Constitution,  the  right  of  a  President  to  exercise  the 
veto.  That  is  a  constitutionally  given  authority,  and  the  purpose  is  very  simple. 
Over  the  period  of  180-some  years  many  Congresses  have  passed  legislation 
hastily  without  adequate  thought,  consideration,  made  some  mistakes.  And  39 
Presidents  have  exercised  that  veto  authority  given  in  the  Constitution  and  said 
to  the  Congress,  maybe  you  better  think  about  it,  maybe  you  better  take  a  little 
extra  time,  maybe  you  ought  to  analyze  and  take  another  look  to  see  whether 
you  made  any  mistakes.  And  if  you  think  you  haven't  after  a  reasonable  period 
of  time,  you  have  the  right  to  override  that  veto  with  a  two-thirds  vote. 

But  the  forefathers  that  drafted  this  historic  document  thought  that  there 
ought  to  be  some  authority  to  force  the  Congress  to  reconsider  legislation.  And 
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the  facts  of  life  are  that  in  1975  on  a  number  of  occasions  where  I  have  used 
the  veto,  the  Congress  has  sustained  the  veto,  the  Congress  has  gone  back  and 
taken  another  look,  and  the  net  result  has  been  far  better  legislation,  far  more 
responsible  spending.  And  so  if  we  can  work  together,  as  we  did  in  those  cases, 
we  can  avoid  the  need  and  necessity  of  a  veto. 

But  let  me  add  very  quickly,  I  think  there  is  a  better  way  for  us  to  achieve 
fiscal  responsibility.  We  need  the  help  of  the  Congress  in  1975  and  1976.  And 
your  help  is  essential  to  convince  the  Congress  that  the  American  people  want 
a  tax  reduction  and  a  spending  Umitation. 

By  working  together  we  can  make  America's  economic  future  bright  and 
prosperous  and  vigorous.  But  if  we  grow  weary  of  our  commitments  and  weak 
in  our  resolve,  our  economic  course  will  be  in  danger  in  the  years  to  come. 

A  commitment  to  fiscal  responsibility  is  nothing  new  to  the  Republican  Party. 
It  is  one  of  our  founding  principles  as  are  the  other  commitments  to  a  strong 
national  defense,  to  local  control  over  local  problems,  to  a  vigorous  free  enter- 
prise system,  and  to  greater  freedom  of  the  individual  and  dignity  for  each  and 
every  person  in  our  society. 

Here  in  Connecticut  and  all  across  the  United  States,  we  must  show  our  fellow 
citizens  that  their  concerns — their  concerns — are  our  concern ;  that  their  hopes 
for  a  strong  and  free  and  prosperous  America  are  our  hope.  We  must  demon- 
strate anew  that  the  Republican  Party  is  prepared  to  lead  and  to  serve  214  mil- 
lion American  citizens  responsibly,  responsively,  and  effectively.  We  must 
convince  them  that  a  Republican  victory  can  be  a  great  victory  for  them  and 
for  our  country. 

I  think  we  can  help  to  make  these  years  ahead  of  us  great  years  for  America 
so  that  we  and  our  children  and  their  children  may  say  with  new  meaning  and 
new  and  fresh  enthusiasm  these  fine  old  words  of  a  fellow  New  Englander, 
Daniel  Webster:  "Thank  God  I  am  an  American." 

Thank  you  and  good  night. 

note:   The   President   spoke   at  9:12   p.m.   in   the  chairmen  of  the  dinner.  Mr.  McCardle  was  also  fi- 

Assembly  Hall   at   the   Hartford   Civic   Center.   In  nance  chairman  of  the  President  Ford  Committee 

his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Lloyd  Elston,  in  Connecticut. 
John   Filer,   and   Archie   McCardle   who   were   co- 
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Remarks  at  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  National  Association 
of  Food  Chains.     October  13,  1973 

Than\  you  very  much,  Clancy. 

Let  me  say  at  the  outset  how  grateful  I  am  for  the  very  warm  reception  and 
the  opportunity  to  meet  a  number  of  you  and  shake  hands  and  say  hello.  This 
means  a  great  deal  to  me,  and  I  am  just  very,  very  appreciative. 

In  the  spirit  of  the  express  checkout  line,  I  will  do  something  that  is  very 
difficult  for  a  person  in  the  political  arena,  I  will  try  to  limit  my  remarks  to 
eight  items  or  less.  [Laughter] 

What  I  would  like  to  do  is,  first,  compliment  the  group  that  is  here  and  the 
people  that  you  represent  for  contributing  a  very  meaningful  part  to  the  free 
enterprise  system  in  the  United  States.  During  my  lifetime  I  have  seen  food 
chains  grow  locally  in  my  hometown  of  Grand  Rapids — and  I  suspect  Henry 
Meyer  and  Eberhart  are  both  here  someplace — but  nevertheless,  I  have  seen  not 
only  local  chains  but  our  large  chains  that  operate  all  over  the  country  contribute 
in  a  very  meaningful,  significant  way  to  a  better  way  of  life  in  the  United  States 
and  I  compliment  you  and  congratulate  you  for  this  effort. 

As  I  have  watched  this  contribution,  it  has  seemed  to  me  that  you  have  had 
to  be  very  careful  about  your  costs,  you  have  had  to  be  very  careful  on  how  you 
treated  your  employees,  you  had  to  be  extremely  careful  on  the  product  that 
you  sold,  and  you  had  to  compete  with  one  another  in  a  fair  and  equitable  way. 
These  are  all  of  the  ingredients  that  I  think  make  America  what  it  is  today. 

Now  it  seems  to  me  that  we  are  seeing  this  development  in  America  being 
undertaken  and  copied  in  many  other  countries  throughout  the  world.  And  let 
me  give  you  one  illustration.  I  was  in  Yugoslavia  several  months  ago,  a  country 
that  has  a  totally  different  philosophy  than  that  of  the  United  States.  And  yet 
I  saw  an  illustration  there  of  how  they  are  seeking  to  follow  what  we  are  doing 
in  marketing,  marketing  that  the  food  chains  have  been  in  the  forefront  of 
for  a  good  many  years.  And  I  have  heard  in  many  other  countries  throughout 
the  world  that  what  you  have  done  and  proven  to  be  right  is  being  imitated 
on  a  worldwide  basis. 

So,  instead  of  your  operations  being  condemned  by  some,  I  think  that  all  of 
you,  for  the  contribution  you  have  made,  should  be  complimented  in  the  fore- 
front of  the  free  enterprise  system. 

Now,  if  I  might,  I  would  like  to  use  some  of  the  things  that  you  have  done 


1707 


[631]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  October  IS 

to  be  successful  as  an  analogy  as  to  what  your  Government  ought  to  do  to  do 
a  better  job.  I  said  a  moment  ago  that  you  had  to  keep  a  very  close  check  on 
expenditures  and  that  you  had  to  make  an  honest  effort  to  see  that  the  money 
that  w^as  collected  and  spent  w^as  spent  w^isely.  And  it  seems  to  me  that  v^hat  I 
suggested  to  the  Congress  and  to  the  American  people  about  10  days  ago  has  a 
great  deal  of  relevance  to  some  of  the  objectives  and  the  aims  that  you  have 
had  in  your  industry. 

What  do  w^e  vv^ant  to  do  ?  What  are  we  seeking  to  accomplish,  to  achieve  ?  We 
are  seeking  to  put  a  lid  on  costs,  to  weed  out  those  programs  that  are  costly, 
that  no  longer  are  up  to  the  criterion— they  don't  measure  up  to  what  we  need 
in  the  decade  of  the  seventies,  the  eighties,  between  now  and  the  year  2000,  and 
at  the  same  time  give  to  our  taxpayers  all  over  the  country  a  fair  break,  a  fair 
opportunity.  And  as  a  result,  10  days  go  I  suggested  to  the  Congress,  and  I 
intend  to  pressure  and  push  on  this  combination,  because  it  is  my  impression, 
as  I  travel  arbund  the  country,  that  the  American  people  want  a  lid  on  the 
growth  of  Federal  spending  and  a  return  to  them  of  their  taxes  at  a  lower  rate 
than  they  have  been  paying  in  the  past. 

Let  me  illustrate,  if  I  might,  very  quickly  the  rate  of  growth  in  Federal 
spending  over  the  last  10  or  12  years.  Roughly  10  years  ago  the  Federal  budget 
involved  the  expenditure  of  roughly  $100  billion.  In  the  short  span  of  a  decade 
or  thereabouts  Federal  expenditures  have  gone  from  roughly  $100  billion  to  al- 
most $400  biUion.  And  the  rate  of  growth  has  been  somewhere  in  the  mag- 
nitude of  10  to  15  percent.  The  net  result  is  that  if  we  don't  put  a  Ud  on  Federal 
spending  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  we  will  go  from  an  anticipated  Federal  spend- 
ing rate  of  $370  billion  to  a  Federal  spending  during  a  12-month  period  of 
$425-plus  billion — over  a  $50  billion  increase  in  Federal  expenditures  without 
any  change  in  programs,  without  any  new  programs.  And  if  we  continue  this 
rate  of  Federal  expenditure  growth,  it  is  anticipated  that  by  the  year  2000,  half 
of  the  American  people  will  be  supported  by  the  other  50  percent  of  the 
American  people.  That  is  without  a  change  in  programs  or  any  new  Federal 
spending  programs. 

It  just  seems  to  me  that  we  ought  to  take  a  look  at  a  number  of  these  programs 
that  were  put  in — and  I  give  them  the  benefit  of  the  doubt— with  the  best  of 
intentions.  But  in  a  period  of  time  when  we  weren't  as  concerned  about  this 
growth  factor,  they  expanded  by  one  means  or  another,  and  they  are  completely 
and  totally  out  of  hand. 

Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  if  we  can  find  a  way  to  sift  out  the  bad  and  modify 
those  that  can't  be  justified,  we  at  the  same  time  ought  to  give  to  the  people 
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of  this  country  a  meaningful  tax  reduction.  And  therefore,  in  return  for  a  i 
$28  billion  lid  on  Federal  spending,  the  growth  of  Federal  spending,  I  have 
suggested  that  we  ought  to  put  a  $28  billion  tax  reduction  program  into  effect. 

And  it  seems  to  me  that  the  program  makes  a  lot  of  sense;  75  percent  of  the 
28  billion  in  a  tax  reduction  would  go  to  people.  We  would  hold  harmless 
those  at  the  lower  end  of  the  income  spectrum.  They  would  not  be  treated  any 
less  well  than  they  are  being  treated  under  the  existing  tax  reduction  legislation. 
We  would  not  treat  those  at  the  upper  end  of  the  income  spectrum  any  differently 
than  they  are  treated  under  the  present  income  tax  reduction  that  was  ap- 
proved by  the  Congress  early  this  year. 

But  what  we  try  to  do  is  to  give  some  long  overdue  equity  and  relief  to  the 
middle-income  people — from  $8,000  to  $25,000.  We  have  had  inflation  for  the 
last  18  to  24  months  that  has  hurt  this  group  more  seriously  than  any  other 
group  in  our  society,  and  they  are  deserving  of  tax  relief  and  benefits  at  the 
present  time. 

Now,  the  program  is  very  simple — we  increase  personal  exemptions  from  $750 
to  $1,000.  For  those  that  use  the  standard  deduction,  we  take  the  single  person 
and  give  him  a  flat  $1,800;  for  a  family  of  two  we  give  them  a  $2,500  standard 
deduction.  And  we  make  some  adjustments  in  rates  so  that  the  people  at  either 
end  of  the  economic  spectrum  are  held  harmless.  But  those  in  the  middle — the 
hard-working,  industrious  individuals,  families  that  are  trying  to  improve  their 
lot  and  have  an  opportunity — give  them  a  long  overdue  dose  of  equity. 

Then  we  turn  to  business.  We  have  found  that  the  needs  and  the  demands  for 
capital  to  keep  our  country  prosperous,  growing,  are  almost  unbelievable  in  the 
next  decade.  And  under  our  existing  tax  laws  affecting  business,  it  is  almost  im- 
possible for  the  accumulation  of  capital,  and  it  is  our  thought  that  we  ought  to 
reduce  the  corporate  tax  rate  from  48  to  46  percent  and  to  make  the  investment 
tax  credit  permanent. 

In  this  way  we  are  recognizing  the  need  for  capital  formation,  and  whenever 
I  say  capital  formation,  I  think  we  have  to  add  the  following:  Yes,  capital 
formation  is  important  for  business,  but  it  is  even  more  meaningful  for  the 
people  who  want  jobs.  You  can't  expand  industry  or  retail  establishments  if  you 
don't  provide  jobs.  So,  really  what  we  are  talking  about  is  the  expansion  of  busi- 
ness for  the  providing  of  jobs  for  the  1,600,000  new  people  who  enter  the  labor 
market  every  year. 

So,  this  package  in  the  tax  area  is  well  balanced.  It  is  aimed  at  providing  equity 
for  individuals;  it  is  aimed  at  providing  a  stimulant  for  the  continued  growth  of 
our  free  enterprise  system.  I  think  it  is  good. 
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Now,  I  have  heard  some  comments  up  on  the  Hill,  the  House  and  the  Senate, 
that  it  can't  be  done.  Having  spent  25  years  there,  I  know  it  can  be  done  if  there 
is  a  will. 

I  am  famihar  enough  with  the  parliamentary  procedures  to  know  first  it  has 
been  done.  People  say,  who  don't  want  to  do  it,  that  you  can't  put  a  spending 
limitation  and  provide  for  a  tax  reduction  at  the  same  time. 

The  facts  are  there  was  a  combination  of  a  tax  bill  and  a  spending  limitation 
twice  within  the  last  10  years.  It  was  done  because  it  was  needed — ^back  in  1967 
it  was  done  and  again  in  1968.  So,  I  have  no  sympathy  for  those  who  say  it  can't 
be  done,  Congress  can't  do  it. 

The  facts  are  it  was  done.  The  facts  are  they  can  do  it.  And  the  facts  are  they 
should  do  it  because  the  American  people  are  demanding  this  kind  of  equity 
as  to  taxes  and  this  kind  of  responsible  action  as  far  as  the  expenditure  of  your 
tax  moneys  are  concerned. 

Let  me  just  add  one  further  comment.  We  have  undertaken  an  effort  to  try 
and  get  Government  out  of  business  in  a  responsible  way.  We  think  there  is 
overregulation  by  the  Federal  Government— and  that  includes  the  executive 
branch  of  the  Federal  Government,  it  includes  the  so-called  independent  regula- 
tory agencies. 

I  had  a  check  made  the  other  day,  and  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget 
came  up  and  told  me  that  there  were  something  like  5,200  forms  sent  out  by  all 
Federal  agencies  requiring  that  businessmen  file  this  and  report  that.  I  couldn't 
believe  it.  And  I  have  ordered  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  to  tell  every 
department  and  every  agency  in  the  Federal  Government  they  had  to  find  a 
way  to  get  along  with  fewer.  And  I  have  given  them  a  target,  and  a  year  from 
now  we  are  going  to  have  fewer  of  those  forms,  and  I  hope  simpler  ones. 

In  the  process  of  analyzing  these  5,200  forms  that  the  American  people  have  to 
fill  out,  they  came  up  with  this  astounding  figure— that  if  these  forms  are  filled 
out  as  required  by  law,  businessmen  and  others  would  spend  nearly  130  million 
manhours  to  complete  them  each  year.  It  is  unbelievable,  and  I  don't  think  in 
total  they  justify  that  kind  of  extra  work  on  behalf  of  our  society. 

But  what  we  are  really  trying  to  do  in  the  months  ahead— and  I  hope  the 
Congress  will  cooperate— is,  one,  to  get  a  responsible  handle  on  the  growth  of 
Federal  spending;  at  the  same  time,  to  develop  some  greater  equity  in  our  tax 
laws  and  a  stimulant  for  the  long-range  growth  of  this  country;  and  at  the  same 
time,  to  give  our  system  a  better  opportunity  to  work  with  less  and  less  unneces- 
sary Federal  regulation. 

Let  me  conclude  with  just  this  final  observation:  We  have  gone  through  in  the 
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last  12  to  14  months  a  pretty  tough  time  in  America.  It  doesn't  do  us  any  good  to 
say  that  in  most  other  countries  of  the  world  they  have  had  reasonably  com- 
parable circumstances.  The  facts  are  we  have  had  the  worst  recession  since  the 
end  of  World  War  II. 

A  year  ago  we  were  suffering  inflation  at  the  rate  of  12  to  14  percent  per 
annum.  Shortly  after  that  was  peaked,  we  found  that  we  had  a  soaring  unem- 
ployment rate.  But  instead  of  saying  we  couldn't  do  something  about  it,  we  have 
sought  to  follow  policies  that  will  solve  the  problem,  the  current  one,  of  an 
inflation  rate  of  that  magnitude  and  an  unemployment  rate  which  is  totally 
unacceptable,  by  policies  that  will  keep  us  moving  steadily  forward  toward  a 
solution — not  a  quick  fix,  but  a  solution  that  will  hopefully  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  soaring  inflation  and  far  too  high  unemployment. 

Now,  I  know  some  people  have  gotten  a  little  impatient.  Some  people  wanted 
a  quick  fix  here;  some  people  wanted  a  short  answer  there.  But  as  we  look 
back  over  the  last  25  or  30  years,  whenever  those  quick  fixes  were  used,  they 
may  have  appeared  to  solve  the  problem  or  problems  then,  but  the  net  result 
has  been  we  have  laid  ourselves  wide  open  for  a  recurrence.  And  as  long  as  I 
am  President  we  are  not  going  to  have  any  quick  fixes. 

We  are  going  to  try  and  give  you  a  right  answer.  It  will  be  tough  because 
there  will  be  all  kinds  of  pressures,  but  we  are  headed  in  the  right  direction.  We 
are  down  now  to  a  far  more  manageable  inflation  rate,  somewhere  in  the  annual 
rate  of  about  6  percent. 

Our  unemployment  figure  is  going  down.  In  the  last  6  months,  1,600,000 
more  Americans  are  gainfully  employed.  You  are  going  to  probably  see  some 
very  encouraging  economic  statistics  coming  out  in  the  next  few  days.  We  are 
on  our  way  to  a  sensible,  constructive,  long-range  answer  to  the  peaks  and  the 
valleys  that  we  have  had  far  too  often  in  the  last  25  or  30  years. 

I  thank  you  for  your  warm  welcome.  I  appreciate  your  support.  But  more 
important  than  almost  anything  is  our  joint  support  for  the  kind  of  society  that 
we  have  in  America,  the  kind  of  country  in  which  we  live. 

Every  time  I  travel  anyplace  around  the  world  I  always  come  back  and  say, 
"Thank  goodness  I  am  back  in  the  United  States" — a  country  that  was  given 
to  us  by  hard  work  and  good  judgment  and  strength  and  character  and  courage. 

We  have  that  obligation  right  now.  We  have  that  burden  to  do  as  well  for 
those  that  follow  as  those  who  preceded  us  did  for  us. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:37  p.m.  in  the  Hotel.  He  was  introduced  by  Clancy  Adamy,  presi- 
International   Ballroom   at  the  Washington  Hilton       dent  of  the  organization. 
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Remarks  on  Greeting  Participants  in  the  World  Conference  on 
Law.     October  16,  1975 

Mr,  Rhyne,  distinguished  guests  from  around  the  world,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

First,  it  is  delightful  to  have  you  here  in  the  Rose  Garden  and  to  have  you 
as  the  guests  of  the  White  House.  It  is  a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  for  me  to 
say  a  few  v^ords  to  you  this  afternoon — a  great  gathering  of  vv^orld  jurists. 

Never  before  in  the  history  of  mankind  has  the  importance  of  law^  in  our 
society  received  such  overw^helming  support.  And  of  course,  as  I  look  around 
and  see  all  of  you  men  and  w^omen,  I  commend  you  for  the  great  dedication 
that  you  have  individually  as  w^ell  as  collectively.  And  your  presence  here  in 
Washington  for  the  seventh  World  Conference  on  Law^  not  only  represents  the 
largest  meeting  ever  in  the  history  of  the  international  legal  profession  but  I 
think  demonstrates  very  vividly  a  significant  cooperation  so  necessary  to  w^orld 
survival. 

The  languages  we  speak  and  the  political  and  religious  beliefs  that  we  have 
obviously  can  be  very  different.  But  I  am  confident  that  we  share  a  very  com- 
mon conviction  that  adherence  to  law  is  fundamental  to  a  stable  world  and  to 
a  world  society  that  has  stability  and,  of  course,  also  to  world  peace. 

The  world  cannot  afford  to  be  without  just  laws,  nor  can  nations  exist  without 
adequate  enforcement  of  those  laws.  I  am  encouraged  by  your  presence  in  our 
National  Capital  for  the  World  Law  Conference. 

We  know,  individually  as  well  as  collectively,  that  laws  do  not  exist  in  a 
vacuum.  They  must  be  part  of  our  daily  lives,  the  existence  of  our  communities. 
And  your  efforts  as  judges,  scholars,  and  legal  practitioners  are  very  vital  to  the 
end  result  that  we  all  seek. 

Laws,  I  know  from  my  25  years  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  are 
proposed,  discussed,  legislated,  and  adjudicated  by  men  and  by  women.  Human- 
ity, we  all  know,  is  not  perfect.  But  our  potential  for  achieving  a  viable  and  a 
just  system  of  laws  across  the  world  determines  the  quaUty  of  human  life. 

This  World  Law  Conference  recognizes  the  need  to  eliminate  the  discrimina- 
tory legal  barriers  confronting  women  throughout  the  world. 

That  is  a  line  my  wife  insisted  on.  {Laughter'X 

Your  efforts  to  promote  human  equality  under  the  law,  as  well  as  other  issues, 
ranging  from  the  role  of  multinational  companies  to  the  law  of  the  sea,  demon- 
strate very  properly  and,  again,  very  vividly  that  you  are  addressing  the  major 
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issues  that  confront  people  and  nations  in  the  globe  as  a  whole.  I  commend 
the  serious  work  that  you  are  undertaking.  I  hope  and  trust  that  your  enormous 
contributions  to  the  international  lawmaking  process  will  be  significandy  ad- 
vanced by  your  endeavors  here  in  our  Capital. 

I  congratulate  this  international  law  body  whose  vision,  whose  imagination 
has  not  only  made  this  conference  possible  but  has  demonstrated  the  ability  of 
peoples  of  all  nations  to  work  together  harmoniously,  I  trust,  for  the  common 
good.  I  wish  you  success  in  this  wonderful  undertaking,  and  I  welcome  you 
again  to  the  Rose  Garden,  to  the  White  House,  to  the  Nation's  Capital,  and  to 
our  country. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:20  p.m.  in  the  Rose       World  Peace  Through  Law  Center,  which  sponsored 
Garden  at  the  White  House.  In  his  opening  remarks,       the  conference, 
he  referred  to  Charles  S.  Rhyne,  president  of  the 
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Remarks  at  the  Swearing  In  of  Thomas  S.  Kleppe  as  Secretary 
of  the  Interior.     October  17,  1975 

Secretary-designate  Kleppe,  the  Vice  President,  Mrs,  Kleppe,  Justice  Stewart, 
distinguished  Members  of  the  Congress  and  the  Administration,  distinguished 
guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

In  the  great  State  of  North  Dakota  there  is  a  town  v^^ith  the  wonderfully 
self-confident  name,  and  I  quote — Cando.  {Laughter^ 

Today  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  honor  a  man  from  North  Dakota  who 
doesn't  come  from  Cando,  but  he  sure  lives  up  to  that  name  or  that  title  in 
spirit.  In  government  service  he  has  proven  beyond  any  doubt  that  he  can  do 
and  actually  has  done  and,  I  am  certain,  will  continue  to  do  an  outstanding 
job  in  the  new  post  as  Secretary  of  Interior. 

Of  course,  I  speak  with  great  emphasis  on  Tom  Kleppe.  Into  his  trust  will  be 
placed  many  of  the  vast,  vast  resources  that  have  made  this  Nation  great.  Tom, 
I  know  you  will  faithfully  serve  the  214  million  Americans  whose  natural 
resources  are  now  pledged  by  you  to  protect.  I  am  sure  that  your  rural  roots  and 
your  love  of  our  country  will  be  the  basis  of  sound,  constructive  policy.  I  look  at 
your  background  and  see  how  much  an  individual  American  with  initiative  and 
good  common  sense  can  accomplish. 

Tom  was  born  in  the  small  North  Dakota  farming  community  of  Kintyre. 
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Tom  is  tiie  first  native  of  his  home  State  to  serve  in  the  Cabinet  of  the  United 
States. 

Tom  dropped  out  of  college  to  w^ork  in  his  father's  grain  elevator,  became  a 
bank  president  at  21,  the  youngest  mayor  in  the  history  of  the  city  of  Bismarck, 
North  Dakota,  president  of  a  manufacturing  company  in  Bismarck,  elected  to 
the  Congress  tv^ice — ^^and  I  v^as  honored  to  serve  with  him  for  4  years — a  young 
man  w^ho  earned  money  at  an  early  age  as  a  rodeo  rider.  [Laughter^ 

He  has  aWays  maintained  a  very  active  interest  in  sports.  He  is,  according 
to  him,  a  top  handball  player  and  tennis  player.  [Laughter']  He  allegedly  shoots 
golf  in  the  low  eighties,  and  I  am  told  the  history  books  record  that  he  even 
made  a  hole-in-one  on  one  occasion. 

Tom,  I  know  another  golfer— and  I  won't  mention  any  names— who  swings 
on  occasion  a  mean  9-iron  and  who  is  looking  for  a  partner  with  all  of  your 
alleged  prowess.  [Laughter] 

All  I  can  say,  Tom,  is  not  only  will  I  look  forward  to  your  advice  and  counsel 
on  environment  and  our  natural  resources  but  if  you  have  any  thoughts,  any 
constructive  ones,  on  my  backswing,  I  will  be  very  grateful.  [Laughter] 

In  Tom's  4!^  years  as  Small  Business  Administrator,  small  businessmen  re- 
ceived nearly  $8  billion  in  loans  to  start  or  to  expand  their  businesses  and  to 
help  our  economy.  That  figure  represents  more  than  one-half  the  loans  in  dollar 
amount  that  SBA  has  approved  in  its  22-year  history. 

As  a  result  of  SBA  initiative,  about  $65  billion  in  contracts  from  the  Federal 
Government  went  to  small  business  during  Tom's  tenure  as  its  Administrator. 
Small  business  now  gets  approximately  one-third  of  all  Federal  governmental 
contracts. 

Tom,  I  know  you  will  bring  to  the  Department  of  Interior  the  same  dedicated 
professionalism  that  you  brought  to  SBA.  I  have  great  confidence  that  you  will 
meet  your  new  responsibilities  in  a  way  that  will  benefit  the  Nation  and  all 
Americans. 

One  of  your  most  important  challenges  will  be  to  protect  the  environment  of 
our  pubHc  lands,  the  tremendous  beauty  which  is  one  of  our  greatest  natural 
heritages.  At  the  same  time,  you  must  find  a  way  to  extract  energy  from  those 
lands,  energy  that  is  critical  to  our  economy. 

You  must  assure  the  best  possible  Federal-State  relationship  as  we  develop 
the  oil  resources  of  our  Outer  Continental  Shelf,  the  oil  shale  resources  of  the 
Rockies,  and  the  coal  resources  throughout  our  Nation. 

You  must  reconcile  the  national  need  for  energy  which  makes  possible  the 
jobs  which  we  must  have  if  America  is  to  continue  progress  with  the  demand 
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for  environmental  quality.  You  must  forever  be  mindful  that  the  public  lands 
under  Federal  stew^ardship  belong  to  all  Americans.  Even  w^hen  we  grant  cer- 
tain privileges  to  one  portion  or  another  of  our  citizenry  to  use  these  public 
lands,  they  must  never  be  used  to  benefit  the  few  to  the  detriment  of  the  many. 

I  know  you  will  do  a  first-class  job,  as  you  always  have,  that  you  will  bring 
dedication  to  this  job  that  will  benefit  our  entire  country. 

Now  I  am  very  pleased  to  ask  Justice  Potter  Stewart  to  swear  in  our  new 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Tom  Kleppe. 

note:   The  President  spoke  at   11:38   a.m.   in  the  Secretary    Kleppe's    response    to    the    President's 

East  Room   at  the  White  House.   Potter  Stewart,  remarks  is  printed  in  the  Weekly  Compilation  of 

Associate   Justice   of   the   Supreme    Court,    admin-  Presidential  Documents  (vol.  11,  p.  1182). 
istered  the  oath  of  office. 
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Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Proposing  Food  Stamp  Reform 
Legislation.     October  20,  1975 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  pleased  to  submit  to  the  Congress  today  the  National  Food  Stamp 
Reform  Act  of  1975. 

I  call  to  the  attention  of  the  Congress  the  particular  importance  of  this  reform 
proposal  for  two  reasons: 

First,  we— the  Executive  Branch  and  the  Congress— have  an  obligation  to 
work  together  to  reform  a  Federal  assistance  program  that  has  been  widely 
abused. 

Second,  we — the  Executive  Branch  and  the  Congress — must  begin  now  to 
work  together  to  make  those  changes  which  will  enable  us  to  hold  down  federal 
spending  in  fiscal  year  1976  and  meet  the  spending  ceiling  of  $395  billion  for 
fiscal  year  1977. 

My  recommendations  for  dealing  with  the  Food  Stamp  assistance  program 
follow  a  fundamental  principle  on  which  I  stand:  The  Federal  government 
should  help,  within  the  limits  of  national  resources,  those  who  are  in  need;  but 
we  should  not  give  one  dollar  of  Federal  assistance  to  those  not  in  need. 

It  is  in  that  spirit,  the  spirit  of  providing  dignified  and  humane  help  to  those 
who  are  in  need,  but  none  to  those  who  are  not  or  should  not  be,  that  I  recom- 
mend the  enactment  of  the  "National  Food  Stamp  Reform  Act  of  1975",  which 
would: 
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1.  Reduce  costs  by  more  than  $1.2  billion  per  year. 

2.  Limit  eligibility  to  those  whose  gross  income  less  the  standard  deduction 
is  below  the  poverty  level  ($5050  for  a  family  of  four) . 

3.  Make  the  program  more  realistic  by  measuring  actual  income  over  the 
preceding  90  days  for  purposes  of  eligibility  determinations,  rather  than  esti- 
mating future  income,  and  requiring  recipients  to  report  their  financial  status 
on  a  monthly  basis. 

4.  Increase  benefits  only  for  those  at  the  very  lowest  income  level. 

5.  Eliminate  legal  abuses  and  cut  the  cost  of  administration  by  replacing  cur- 
rent variable  and  complex  deductions  with  a  standard  deduction  of  $100  a 
month. 

6.  Set  a  standard  deduction  of  $125  a  month  for  households  with  elderly 
members. 

7.  Establish  a  minimum  age  for  qualification  as  a  separate  household. 

8.  Require  able-bodied  recipients  to  seek,  accept  and  retain  gainful  employ- 
ment. 

9.  Eliminate  categorical  eligibility  for  recipients  of  public  assistance. 

10.  Require  any  family  which  receives  food  stamps  to  spend  30  percent  of 
household  income  for  the  stamps. 

These  proposed  changes  are  based  on  extensive  review  by  Executive  Depart- 
ments involved  in  administering  and  supervising  the  Food  Stamp  program  and 
on  consultations  with  a  bipartisan  coalition  of  members  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  concerned  with  Food  Stamp  abuses.  They  are  essential  to  real 
reform. 

The  need  to  control  the  growth  and  abuse  of  the  Food  Stamp  program  is 

broadly  recognized. 
What  we  need  now  is  action  by  Congress. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

The  White  House, 
October  20, 1975. 
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Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on  Budget  Deferrals. 
October  20,  1975 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Impoundment  Control  Act  of  1974, 1  herewith  report 
eight  new  deferrals  totalling  $16.1  million  in  budget  authority.  In  addition,  I  am 
transmitting  two  supplementary  deferrals  that  increase  amounts  previously  re- 
ported by  $18.6  million. 

The  eight  new  deferrals  are  for  programs  of  the  Department  of  Health, 
Education,  and  Welfare.  These  deferrals  establish,  for  the  programs  reported, 
funding  levels  that  differ  from  the  general  levels  allowed  by  the  continuing 
resolution.  The  Congress  is  now  in  the  process  of  substituting  the  several  uni- 
form funding  levels  set  by  the  continuing  resolution  with  funding  levels  for 
each  program.  The  new  deferrals  I  am  reporting  preserve  the  possibility  of 
conducting  the  reported  programs  in  1976  at  the  levels  I  have  recommended 
and,  in  one  case,  at  the  level  the  Senate  has  recommended. 

The  details  of  all  ten  deferrals  are  contained  in  the  attached  reports. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
October  20, 1975. 

note:  The  attachments  detailing  the  deferrals  are  printed  in  the  Federal  Register  of  October  23,  1975  (40 
FR  49741). 
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Statement  on  the  United  States-Soviet  Union  Agreement  on 
Grain  Sales.     October  20,  1975 

THE  AMERICAN  people — our  many  grain-farming  communities,  our  work- 
ers, our  farmers,  and  our  consumers— will  benefit  from  the  agreement  signed  in 
Moscow  today  providing  for  regular  and  orderly  sales  of  wheat  and  corn  to  the 
Soviet  Union  during  the  next  5  years.  Under  this  agreement,  the  Soviet  Union 
has  committed  to  purchase  6  million  metric  tons  of  grain  per  year  representing 
$1  bilUon  in  annual  export  earnings.  Accordingly,  I  am  today  terminating  the 
temporary  suspension  of  sales  of  grain  to  the  Soviet  Union. 
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The  benefits  to  the  American  economy  are  that  we  have: 

— obtained  a  stable,  long-term  foreign  market; 

— assured  a  more  stable  flow  of  payments  from  abroad; 

— assured  the  American  farmer  that  the  Soviet  Union  will  be  a  regular  buyer 

for  grain  at  market  prices ; 
— ^increased  incentives  for  full  production  by  the  farmer; 
— facilitated  the  hiring  of  labor,  the  purchase  of  new  farming  machinery, 

and  the  general  stimulation  of  agriculture  and  business ; 
— neutralized  a  great  destabilizing  factor  in  recent  years ; 
— ^provided  jobs  for  American  transportation  workers  and  seamen. 

The  United  States  during  this  harvest  season  can  rejoice  over  the  best  crop 
in  years. 

The  favorable  economic  implications  are  obvious.  We  have  obtained  Soviet 
commitment  that  additional  purchase  of  grain  in  the  current  crop  year  will  not 
be  so  large  as  to  disrupt  the  U.S.  market.  I  have  directed  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  to  continue  to  monitor  closely  export  sales  and  the  Economic  Policy 
Board/National  Security  Council  Food  Committee  to  follow  closely  grain 
market  price  trends  and  related  matters. 

The  long-term  agreement  signed  in  Moscow  today  promotes  American  eco- 
nomic stability.  It  represents  a  positive  step  in  our  relations  with  the  Soviet 
Union.  In  this  constructive  spirit,  the  two  Governments  have  also  committed 
themselves  to  begin  detailed  negotiations  on  mutually  beneficial  terms  for  a 
5-year  agreement  for  the  purchase  of  Soviet  oil.  Negotiations  will  start  this 
month. 

note:  Texts  of  the  grain  agreement  and  a  letter  printed  in  the  Weekly  Compilation  of  Presidential 
of    intent    concerning    future    oil    negotiations    are       Documents  (vol.  11,  p.  1187). 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Japan-United  States  Friendship  Act. 
October  21,  1975 

ALMOST  a  year  ago,  I  had  the  great  honor  and  pleasure  to  be  the  first  Ameri- 
can President  in  office  to  visit  Japan.  My  trip  convinced  me  more  than  ever  that 
wt  Americans  can  learn  much  from  Japan's  culture  v^hich  v^ill  enrich  the 
quality  of  our  lives. 

One  w^eek  ago  the  Emperor  and  Empress  of  Japan  completed  a  visit  to  the 
United  States,  the  first  such  visit  in  history. 
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This  exchange  of  state  visits  not  only  symboUzes  the  importance  of  our  rela- 
tions but  also  the  value  of  the  exchange  of  people  and  ideas  betw^een  the  two 
countries. 

Several  years  ago,  the  Government  of  Japan  established  a  foundation  to 
expand  understanding  of  Japan  among  universities  and  other  institutions  in  the 
United  States  and  elsewhere  in  the  world.  Through  the  foundation,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Japan  made  a  generous  gift  to  10  American  universities  to  strengthen 
the  study  of  Japanese  history  and  culture.  And  this  year  the  Government  of 
Japan  announced  the  gift  of  an  Experimental  Theater  to  the  Kennedy  Center 
for  the  Performing  Arts,  as  a  Bicentennial  present  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

Now  it  is  our  turn.  The  people  of  America  genuinely  desire  to  build  closer 
relations  with  the  people  of  Japan.  This  requires  that  we  understand  each 
other's  arts,  society,  and  history  more  widely  and  more  deeply. 

It  was  my  pleasure  to  sign  into  law  an  act  which  will  effectively  further  this 
important  goal.  Through  the  distinguished  leadership  of  Senator  Jacob  Javits 
and  Congressman  Wayne  Hays  and  many  others  in  both  Houses,  the  Japan- 
United  States  Friendship  Act  is  now  the  law  of  the  land. 

The  act  provides  for  the  creation  of  a  Japan-United  States  Friendship  Com- 
mission to  administer  a  program  of  expanded  scholarly,  cultural,  and  artistic 
ventures  between  our  two  countries.  The  Commission  will  be  composed  of  the 
12  members  of  the  United  States  Panel  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  United 
States-Japan  Cultural  and  Educational  Cooperation,  the  Chairman  of  the  Na- 
tional Endowment  for  the  Arts,  the  Chairman  of  the  National  Endowment  for 
the  Humanities,  two  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Speaker,  and  two  Members  of  the  Senate  to  be  appointed  by  the  President 
pro  tempore. 

Because  of  the  constitutional  provision  against  Members  of  the  Congress 
serving  in  any  other  office  of  the  United  States,  the  Congressional  members  of 
the  Commission  will  serve  in  an  advisory  capacity,  as  nonvoting  members. 

I  am  confident  that  the  support  made  available  under  the  act  for  expanded 
cultural  relations  will  contribute  importantly  to  the  strengthening  of  under- 
standing between  the  people  of  the  United  States  and  the  people  of  Japan. 

note:  As  enacted,  the  bill  (S.  824),  approved  October  20,  1975,  is  Public  Law  94-118  (89  Stat.  603). 
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Statement  on  the  Observance  of  National  Epilepsy  Month. 
October  22,  1975 

AS  WE  enter  our  Bicentennial  year,  we  can  be  proud  of  the  quality  of  life  and 
health  care  available  to  most  Americans.  It  is  only  right  that  we  give  special 
attention  to  the  problems  of  those  whose  disabiUties  keep  them  from  realizing 
self-fulfillment  in  education,  employment,  and  family  involvement. 

Some  4  million  fellow  citizens  are  afflicted  with  epilepsy.  Research  has  made 
it  possible  for  many  of  them  to  lead  a  normal  life.  But  for  many  others  the 
answer  lies  in  the  future. 

It  is  therefore  most  appropriate  that  we  set  aside  a  National  Epilepsy  Month. 
In  focusing  on  the  needs  of  persons  with  epilepsy,  the  month  of  November  also 
pays  fitting  tribute  to  the  thousands  of  volunteers  who  work  with  the  Epilepsy 
Foundation  of  America.  These  men  and  women  help  individuals  with  epilepsy 
to  find  effective  treatment,  necessary  education,  and  employment  opportunities. 
They  improve  our  Nation's  understanding  of  the  disorder  and  our  own  sensi- 
tivity towards  those  who  are  afflicted  with  it. 

On  behalf  of  all  Americans,  I  salute  the  dedication  and  humanitarian  concern 
of  all  who  engage  in  this  noble  effort.  I  hope  that  the  coming  year  will  witness 
the  conquering  of  new  medical  frontiers  in  this  area. 
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Memorandum  on  Minority  Banks. 
October  25,  1975 

[Dated  October  22, 1975.    Released  October  23, 1975] 

Memorandum  for  Heads  of  Departments  and  Agencies 

This  month  marks  the  fifth  anniversary  of  the  program  to  help  minority 
banks  by  increasing  their  deposits  from  both  the  Federal  and  private  sectors. 
During  that  period,  the  number  of  minority  banks  increased  from  31  to  more 
than  70  and  total  deposits  have  more  than  tripled  from  $396  million  in  1970  to 
$1.3  billion  in  1975.  The  enterprise  of  the  banks  themselves  has  been  the  key 
factor  in  this  growth  but  the  deposit  program  has  played  an  important  role. 

During  the  past  year  the  level  of  Federal  sector  balances  with  minority  banks 
has  declined  despite  earnest  efforts  by  Government  departments  and  agencies. 
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More  sophisticated  cash  management  practices  throughout  Government  and 
cutbacks  in  some  Government  programs  that  contributed  sizeable  balances^  have 
caused  the  decUne. 

This  anniversary  date  is  an  appropriate  occasion  for  all  of  us  to  renews  our 
efforts  to  support  this  important  program.  I  urge  you  to  examine  w^hat  nev^ 
approaches,  consistent  w^ith  good  cash  management,  you  can  take  to  further 
the  program. 

I  have  asked  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  reviev^  your  regular  quarterly 
reports  and  to  advise  me  on  our  progress. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 


640 

Statement  on  a  United  Nations  Draft  Resolution  Concerning 
Zionism.     October  24,  1975 

IT  HAS  BEEN  a  general  principle  of  the  United  States  to  take  grave  exception 
to  any  action  that  v^eakens  the  United  Nations  as  an  effective  forum  for  the 
peaceful  resolution  of  international  disputes. 

We  deplore  in  the  strongest  terms  the  recent  vote  in  the  Social  Committee 
characterizing  Zionism  as  a  form  of  racism.  Such  action  undermines  the  prin- 
ciples upon  w^hich  the  United  Nations  is  based. 

The  spokesmen  for  the  United  States  in  the  United  Nations  have  expressed 
w^ell  and  forcefully  the  view^s  of  this  Administration  and  the  American  people 
on  this  issue. 

641 

Remarks  for  Veterans  Day. 
October  26,  1975 

[Recorded  October  24,  1975.    Released  October  26,  1975] 

ON  THIS  Veterans  Day,  we  pay  special  and  appropriate  tribute  to  the  men 
and  women  who  put  their  lives  on  the  line  for  their  country — those  who  served 
in  the  armed  services  of  the  United  States.  We  salute  them  for  their  part  in  the 
preservation  of  freedom  and  honor  them  for  their  courage  and  devotion  to 
country. 
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I  ask  all  Americans  to  pause  today  in  tribute  to  the  priceless  contribution  of  all 
veterans  and,  in  particular,  those  who  gave  their  lives  so  this  Nation  might  Uve. 

I  urge  your  private  and  public  expression  of  gratitude  for  the  heritage  of 
liberty  and  freedom  which  they  have  secured  for  all  Americans. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:03  p.m.  in  the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  His  remarks  were 
recorded  for  later  use  on  radio  and  television. 
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Remarks  of  Welcome  to  President  Anwar  el-Sadat  of  Egypt. 
October  27,  1975 

Mr.  President: 

It  is  really  a  great  honor  for  me  to  personally — as  well  as  President  of  the 
United  States — welcome  you  to  our  country.  We  established  in  Salzburg  a  warm, 
personal  friendship,  which  I  look  forward  to  expanding  during  your  visit  to 
the  United  States. 

I  am  particularly  pleased  that  Mrs.  Sadat  and  other  members  of  your  family 
are  with  you  on  this  historic  first  state  visit  to  the  United  States  by  an  Egyptian 
leader. 

The  United  States  Government  respects  your  farsighted  statesmanship  and 
wisdom  and  your  unswerving  dedication  to  the  well-being  of  the  Egyptian 
people  and  to  all  of  the  Arab  people. 

You,  Mr.  President,  have  helped  to  bring  about  historic  new  developments 
in  the  Middle  East.  It  is  our  fervent  hope  that  these  developments  will  lead  to  a 
durable  peace  for  all  peoples  of  that  region. 

The  overriding  purpose  of  our  discussions  will  be  to  assure  that  progress 
toward  peace  will  not  stop.  The  process  of  peaceful  negotiations  between  the 
Arab  States  and  Israel  must  move  to  new  fronts  and  to  new  issues. 

United  States  policy  in  the  Middle  East  has  two  primary  objectives.  First 
we  seek  peace.  We  have  made  extraordinary  efforts  in  the  last  2  years  to  help 
the  nations  of  the  Middle  East  find  peace.  Much  has  been  achieved. 

The  world  has  seen  that  it  is  possible  to  negotiate  in  the  Middle  East  and 
that  agreements  can  be  reached,  despite  a  legacy  of  bitter  conflict  and  mutual 
distrust.  The  process  of  peace  has  only  begun.  We  are  committed  to  continue  it. 
The  efforts  of  the  United  States  will  continue  until  the  nations  directly  con- 
cerned achieve  a  peace  just  to  all  the  peoples  of  the  Middle  East. 

Second,  we  desire  a  strong  and  mutually  beneficial  relationship  with  every 
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nation  in  the  Middle  East.  The  quaUty  and  the  growth  of  relations  between 
Egypt  and  the  United  States  during  the  past  2  years  give  us  a  deep  satisfaction. 

Your  visit  to  Washington,  Mr.  President,  is  a  symbol  of  the  new  dimensions 
of  our  relationship.  Egyptians  and  Americans  in  all  walks  of  life  have  estab- 
lished ties  of  friendship  and  cooperation  in  many  areas  of  mutual  benefit,  build- 
ing an  historic  tradition. 

We  seek,  with  every  nation  of  the  Middle  East,  a  relationship  which  is  bene- 
ficial to  the  interest  of  both  sides.  We  are  pleased,  Mr.  President,  that  our 
objectives  coincide  with  yours. 

You  have  clearly  stated  your  desire  for  a  peace  that  will  permit  you  and  your 
countrymen  to  turn  your  energies  and  your  resources  to  the  improvement  of 
life  in  Egypt.  And  we  are  proud  to  work  with  you  toward  that  goal. 

During  your  visit,  Mr.  President,  you  will  find  that  many  of  our  people  have 
come  to  know  you  through  news  reports  and  through  the  many  interviews  you 
have  granted  so  graciously  to  representatives  of  our  media,  to  Members  of  our 
Congress,  and  to  many  other  Americans.  Your  sincerity^  your  moderation,  and 
your  wisdom  have  made  an  impression  on  all  who  have  come  in  contact  with 
you. 

I  am  delighted  that  your  visit  to  Washington  and  to  other  American  cities 
will  permit  more  of  our  people  to  know  you  personally.  You  will  find  Amer- 
icans deeply  concerned  over  the  issues  which  are  important  to  you — peace  and 
justice  in  the  Middle  East — issues  which  are  vital  to  the  future  of  the  whole 
world. 

We  are  delighted  by  this  opportunity  to  show  the  depth  of  our  respect  for 
you  and  for  the  Egyptian  people,  and  to  demonstrate  our  dedication  to  the  high 
ideals  shared  by  Americans  and  Egyptians. 

On  behalf  of  the  American  people,  Mr.  President,  and  as  a  personal  friend,  I 
welcome  you  to  the  United  States. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   11:17  a.m.  on  the  you  have  already,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the 

South  Lawn  at  the  White  House,  where  President  United  States,  what  you  have  done  and  what  you 

Sadat    was    given    a    formal    welcome    with    full  have  strived  has  made  it  possible  that  great  events 

military  honors.  President  Sadat  responded  as  fol-  happen  in  the  area  where  we  live,  where  it  is  the 

lows:  most  dangerous  area   in   the  whole  world.   Great 

Mr    P      'd  nf  events  have  taken  place  in  our  area  since  our  meet- 

*  "  ,  .  ,  .  ing,  thanks  to  you  and  to  the  people  of  the  United 

It  IS  a  great  honor  to  me  to  meet  with  you  agam  o,  ii-i  •  i-  i_j 

-  ,  ,  .        ,  ,  .  States  that  are  behmd  you  m  seekmg  peace  based 

after  we  have  met  last  June  m  Salzburg.  It  is  a  great  •      • 

'  ^  ^  on  lustice. 

honor  for  me  to  meet  with  you  here  and  to  meet  j^  j^  ^  ^^^^^  occasion  for  me  and  for  my  people 

with   the  American  people  for   whom   my  people  ^Iso  to  get  to  know  each  other,  and  I  must,  on 

cherish  always  admiration.  behalf  of  the  Egyptian  people  and  of  the  delegation 

Since  we  met  last  June,   there   has  been  great  and  myself,  I  must  thank  you,  Mr.  President,  for 

events.  And  I  must  say  in  full  frankness,  that  what  the  warm  welcome  that  you  have  given  us  since  we 
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landed  on  the  United  States  land  yesterday  night,  up  very  important  milestone  on  the  road  of  peace  in 

to  this  moment.  our  area. 

We  have  come  here  with  open  hearts  and  open  Again  let  me  thank  you,  Mr.  President,  and  thank 

arms.  We  have  come  to  put  the  relation  between  our  the  American  people  for  all  you  have  done.  And  I 

two  countries  in  its  proper  position  and  to  thank  must  mention  now  how  my  people  are  grateful  for 

you,  Mr.  President,  personally,  for  what  you  have  the  great  help  they  received  from  the  United  States 

done  since  last  June  up  until  this  moment,  which  in  preparing  the  Suez  Canal  for  navigation  again 

could  be  considered  as  a  turning  point  in  the  history  and  for  the  prosperity  of  the  whole  world, 

of  the  Arab-Israeli  conflict  in  the  area  that  we  live.  I  assure  you,  Mr.  President,  and  our  friends  the 

I  shall  always  look  forward  to  welcoming  you,  American  people  that  we  shall   always  work  for 
Mr.  President,  in  Egypt.  I  assure  you  that  my  people  peace  together  and  achieve  for  the  coming  genera- 
will  hail  you  for  all  the  efforts,  the  sincerity,  the  tions  all  of  what  we  feel  of  inspirations  built  on 
honesty  that  you  have  pushed  the  peace  process  in  peace  based  on  justice, 
the  last  months.  And  we  have  achieved  together  the  Thank  you  very  much, 
second  disengagement  agreement  which  will  be  a 
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Toasts  of  the  President  and  President  Sadat  of  Egypt. 

October  21,  1975 

Mr,  President,  Mrs,  Sadat,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

It  is  obviously  a  very,  very  great  honor  to  have  Mrs.  Sadat  and  you  with  us  this 
evening,  and  particularly  for  me  to  have  the  opportunity  today,  tonight,  and 
tomorrow,  and  next  Sunday,  to  strengthen  our  personal  relationship. 

Although  you  have  been  in  our  country  before,  Mr.  President,  this  is  the  first 
state  visit  by  an  Egyptian  President  to  visit  the  United  States.  I  believe  your  visit, 
Mr.  President,  symbolizes  the  very  close  working  relationship  of  our  two  coun- 
tries and  what  has  been  achieved  in  the  last  2  years. 

We  honor  you  tonight  as  a  friend  of  the  United  States  and  for  your  commit- 
ment to  provide  your  people  many  of  the  same  goals  that  the  American  people 
have  striven  for  and  cherished  over  the  long  200  years  of  our  young  history. 

You  are  committed,  I  know  from  our  personal  discussions,  to  improving  the 
conditions  of  life  for  all  Egyptians,  and  for  die  people  of  the  entire  Arab  world. 

You  have  recognized  that  we  must  work  togedier  to  overcome  the  tragedy  of 
unfulfilled  lives— lives  marked  by  disease,  malnutrition,  undereducation,  under- 
employment, and  the  devastation  of  war. 

Americans— and  I  say  this  from  personal  contact— respect  your  vigorous  pur- 
suit of  peace  and  your  efforts  to  devote  your  nation's  energy  and  your  nation's 
resources  not  to  continue  conflict,  but  to  meet  the  needs  of  your  people. 

We  in  the  United  States  are  committed  to  work  with  you  toward  such  worthy 
goals.  Failure  to  achieve  peace  in  the  Middle  East  will  affect  the  lives  of  Ameri- 
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cans  and  the  lives  of  our  friends  in  the  Middle  East  and,  actually,  throughout  the 
world. 

We  share  your  deep  belief  and  conviction  that  nations  can  gain  much  by  work- 
ing together.  Your  courage,  Mr.  President,  in  taking  the  first  steps  toward  peace 
after  almost  three  decades  of  warfare  assures  your  place  in  history  in  the  Middle 
East.  And  we  congratulate  you  for  it. 

You  are  the  man,  Mr.  President,  who  assumed  the  lead  in  ending  a  conflict 
that  for  more  than  a  generation  absorbed  the  lives,  the  energies,  and  the  sub- 
stance of  many,  many  nations.  We  have  been  proud  to  work  with  you  in  this 
very  noble  cause,  and  we  will  continue  to  do  so. 

Mr.  President,  I  know  from  my  conversations  with  you  that  we  had  in  Salz- 
burg, and  from  our  many  other  exchanges,  that  your  dedication  to  peace  is  for 
all  the  people  of  the  Middle  East.  I  say  again  tonight,  emphatically  and  cate- 
gorically, that  we  share  the  view  that  the  process  of  making  peace  for  all  must 
continue. 

No  step  we  have  taken  can  be  an  end  to  itself.  There  can  be  no  peace  until  the 
legitimate  interests  of  all  the  peoples  of  the  Middle  East  are  taken  fairly  into 
account  in  a  final  peace  settlement. 

I  wish  to  address  a  special  word,  Mr.  President,  to  your  charming  wife.  My 
own  wife,  Betty,  is  doing  much  to  inform  me  about  the  rights  and  the  problems 
and  the  desires  of  women  in  the  new  freedoms  of  modern  society.  Sometimes  she 
thinks  I  am  an  apt^and  sometimes  a  less  than  apt— pupil.  [Laughter']  But  any- 
how, I  am  pleased  to  observe  that  Mrs.  Sadat  has  distinguished  herself  in  your 
nation  by  her  contributions  to  both  the  well-being  of  all  Egyptians  and  to  a  new 
consciousness  of  the  status  of  women  and  the  efforts  in  your  country  to  achieve 
equality  of  opportunity. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  ask  that  you  join  me  in  a  toast  to  the  President  of 
Egypt  and  to  our  mutual  objectives. 

To  the  President. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:14  p.m.  in  the  portunity  to  pursue  with  President  Ford  the  talks 
State  Dining  Room  at  the  White  House.  President  we  held  and  the  contacts  we  have  maintained  over 
Sadat  responded  as  follows:  the  past  few  months  on  several  issues  of  mutual 

%£     n     'J    ^    -Kjr      Tf    J    J  J'         J        *j  interest  and  common  concern. 

Mr.  President,  Mrs.  Ford,  ladtes  and  gentlemen:  ,    .           ,    ,.            ,    ,           ,          .        i  •      •  • 

,-..    ^     £     n    T          tJ    1-1      ..     ^L     1     r>     -J     ..  It  IS  my  reehng  and  smcere  nope  that  this  visit 

First   of  all,   I   would   like   to   thank   President  .„           :,          .*  .^        ,          r     K    - 

Ford  for  his  kind  words  and  express  my  sincere  will  contribute  significantly  to  furthering  American 

appreciation  for  the  warm  reception  the  American  ^^^^^^^"^  ^^  ^"  ^°"^^^"^'  ^^^  ^^"  consolidate  the 

people  have  accorded  to  me  and  my  family.  ^'^^  °^  friendship  and  understanding  between  the 

It  was  a  great  pleasure  to  respond  to  President  American  people  and  the  Arab  nation. 

Ford's  invitation  to  visit  your  beautiful  country  and  On  the  eve  of  your  Bicentennial,  I  would  like  you 

meet  with  its  hospitable  people.  I  come  here  with  to  know  that  we  share  with  you  the  determination 

a  message  of  friendship  and  amity  from  the  Egyp-  to  utilize  the  legacy  of  the  past  to  pave  the  way  for 

tian  people  to  every  American.  I  welcome  the  op-  a  better  future,   not  only  for  our  two  peoples  but  for 
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the  entire  family  of  man.  We  share  with  you,  too, 
the  hope  of  fulfilling  the  great  ideals  of  democracy, 
human  dignity,  and  equality. 

Mr.  President,  the  past  2  years  have  witnessed  a 
tangible  improvement  in  our  relations.  For  the  most 
part,  the  credit  for  such  an  improvement  is  due  to 
a  greater  degree  of  American  understanding  of  our 
just  cause  and  our  legitimate  struggle  to  establish 
peace  in  the  area. 

We  feel,  rightly  I  hope,  that  the  events  following 
October  1973  have  dissipated  many  misconceptions 
and  myths  that  marred  the  healthy  development  of 
our  relations  for  so  long.  As  you  know,  we  have 
always  maintained  that  if  the  United  States  adopted 
an  even-handed  policy  in  the  Middle  East,  there 
would  be  no  problem  between  us. 

We  expressed  our  readiness  to  respond  positively 
to  any  favorable  change  in  American  policy.  Thus, 
when  there  appeared  some  indications  that  the 
United  States  has  started  to  see  the  realities  in  their 
true  perspective,  matters  began  to  move  in  the  right 
direction. 

Bridges  of  friendships  and  channels  of  communi- 
cation were  established  for  our  mutual  benefit.  You 
have  my  assurance  that  we  intend  to  spare  no  effort 
to  strengthen  our  relations  even  further  and  broaden 
the  scope  of  our  cooperation. 

The  Egyptian  people  and,  in  fact,  the  entire  Arab 
nation  expect  the  United  States  to  continue  to 
demonstrate  by  words  and  deeds  alike  its  genuine 
interest  in  reaching  a  final  peace  settlement. 

We  recognize  and  acknowledge  with  satisfaction 
the  role  you  have  played  in  the  past  few  months  to 
stimulate  and  accelerate  the  process  of  a  final  settle- 
ment. We  realize  also  that  it  is  your  firm  and 
solemn  commitment  to  pursue  this  policy  until  the 
ideal  of  peace  becomes  a  living  reality. 

We  do  not  question  your  dedication  to  work 
seriously  and  tirelessly  towards  that  end.  However, 
you  would  agree  with  me,  Mr.  President,  that  we 
cannot  allow  the  situation  to  slip  back  to  a  state  of 
no  war  and  no  peace.  We  feel  that  the  momentum 
for  peace  should  not  be  squandered  under  any 
circumstances. 

Rather,  it  should  be  utilized  fully  and  with  a  sense 
of  urgency  commensurate  with  the  still  persisting 
danger  of  explosion.  Any  stalemate  or  stagnation 
will  not  only  delay  the  settlement  but  in  all  prob- 
ability it  would  introduce  certain  qualitative  and 


substantive  changes  that  would  obstruct  the  road 
to  peace. 

I  trust  that  it  has  become  quite  evident  that  if 
we  are  really  concerned  with  an  overall  settlement, 
we  have  to  address  ourselves  to  the  core  of  the 
problem — namely,  the  Palestinian  question.  The 
Palestinian  people  have  been  deprived  for  over  27 
years  of  having  their  own  state  where  they  can  lead 
a  productive  and  fulfilling  life. 

Are  they  not  entitled  to  their  national  rights  like 
all  other  peoples?  Would  it  not  be  a  travesty  of 
justice  to  deny  them  the  inalienable  right  to  live  in 
peace  and  dignity?  Does  it  serve  any  useful  purpose 
to  perpetuate  the  state  of  strife  and  frustration? 
Fortunately,  there  are  increasing  signs  that  their 
cause  is  gaining  more  international  support  every 
day.  Nations  are  coming  to  grips  with  the  reality  of 
the  Palestine  people  as  an  indispensable  factor  in  the 
equation  of  peace  in  the  Middle  East. 

Many  Arabs  are  confident  that  the  United  States 
will  not  dissent  from  this  irreversible  trend.  They 
feel,  not  without  reason,  that  faithfulness  to  the 
essence  of  the  American  Revolution  and  the  heritage 
bequeathed  upon  this  Nation  by  its  Founding 
Fathers  entail  lending  the  Palestinians  your  under- 
standing and  support,  thus  reinforcing  the  road 
to  peace. 

We  can  all  be  assured  that  once  the  Palestinians 
have  been  accorded  their  basic  right  as  a  free  people, 
they  will  become  a  force  for  peace,  stability,  and 
human  progress.  Reason  and  reconciliation  would 
prevail  over  animosity  and  hostility. 

Americans  can  understand,  perhaps  better  than 
any  other  people,  man's  attachment  to  his  land,  for 
this  has  been  one  of  the  main  characteristics  of  the 
American  culture.  Such  relationship  instills  in  us 
a  strong  love  for  our  country  and  a  devotion  to 
defend  it,  no  matter  what  the  sacrifice  is. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  am  pleased  to  say  that 
you  have  a  President  you  can  be  proud  of.^ Through- 
out my  contacts  with  him,  I  have  found  him  a 
statesman  of  great  ability,  vision,  and  understanding. 
He  is  a  genuine  man  who  radiates  sincerity  and 
honesty.  It  shall  give  me  and  the  Egyptian  people 
immense  pleasure  to  welcome  him  and  Mrs.  Ford 
in  Egypt  in  the  near  future. 

May  I  ask  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  to  join  me 
in  a  toast  in  honor  of  President  and  Mrs.  Ford, 
wishing  them  health,  happiness,  and  fulfillment. 
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Toasts  of  the  President  and  President  Sadat  of  Egypt  at  a 
Dinner  Honoring  President  Ford.     October  28,  1975 

Mr.  President,  Mrs.  Sadat,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

First,  may  I  express  on  behalf  of  my  wife,  Betty,  and  all  the  ladies  that  she 
represents  in  the  United  States,  and  on  behalf  of  myself  as  well  as  my  country- 
men, your  thoughtfulness  for  the  wonderful  recognition  that  you  have  given  to 
us  and  to  those  we  represent.  We  in  the  United  States  are  most  grateful  for  these 
wonderful  awards,  and  I  can't  express  deeply  enough  our  personal  appreciation 
for  your  thoughtfulness. 

Obviously  it  is  very  difficult,  Mr.  President,  to  match  your  eloquence  in  the 
circumstances  here  this  evening.  I  want  to  express  as  best  I  can  the  appreciation 
that  all  of  us  have  for  your  visit  to  the  United  States.  You  have  in  this  audience 
here  this  evening  many  outstanding  Members  of  the  legislative  branch.  Members 
of  the  House  and  Senate,  leaders,  individuals  who  you  have  met  and  I  hope  you 
will  get  better  acquainted  with,  so  that  they  can  have  an  opportunity  of  getting 
to  know  you  as  I  have  from  our  first  meeting  in  Salzburg.  Because  I  am  con- 
vinced that  they  will  share  with  me,  once  that  acquaintanceship  begins  and 
develops,  the  strength  and  the  statesmanship  that  you  have  exhibited  in  the 
Middle  East  during  a  most  trying  and  a  very  difficult  time. 

So,  as  you  meet  my  former  colleagues,  the  Members  of  the  legislative  branch 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  I  am  sure  that  you  will  learn  of  their 
importance  and  their  significance  in  the  development  of  our  friendship  between 
your  Government  as  well  as  ours. 

Your  hospitality  this  evening,  Mr.  President,  is  almost  overwhelming,  not  only 
for  Mrs.  Ford  and  myself  but  all  of  our  guests— your  guests,  I  should  say. 

Your  historic  visit  to  this  country,  and  it  is  historic,  will  lead,  I  am  certain,  as 
you  travel  from  here  to  New  York,  to  Chicago,  to  Houston,  to  Florida,  to  a 
breadth  of  understanding  between  not  only  yourself  and  our  people  but  between 
your  people  as  well  as  ours. 

I  think  this  opportunity  for  you  to  be  here  and  to  travel  is  unique  in  that  they 
find  in  you  a  leader  in  the  Middle  East  who  has  not  only  had  the  statesmanship 
to  strive  for  peace  but  the  leadership  to  achieve  and  accomplish  peace,  and  to 
broaden  and  to  deepen  it,  not  only  on  behalf  of  your  people  but  all  of  the  Arab 
people. 

We  feel  that  your  presence  here  in  the  Capital  of  the  United  States  is  of  a 
special  significance.  We  were  delighted  to  have  you  in  the  White  House  last 
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night  with  Mrs.  Sadat.  And  I  know  the  Secretary  hosted  some  outstanding 
American  citizens,  including  Members  of  the  legislature,  with  you  as  his 
principal  guest  today,  which  gave  to  them,  as  I  have  had  the  opportunity,  to 
see  and  to  hear  the  breadth  and  strength  of  your  leadership  in  the  Middle  East. 

I  can  assure  you  that  we  in  the  United  States  cherish  and  will  further  the  same 
ideals  in  the  future  that  we  have  in  the  past.  And  we  are  pleased  to  know  that 
those  are  likewise  the  same  ideals  and  aims  and  ambitions  that  you  have  for 
your  people  in  your  country. 

It  seems  to  me  that  as  we  work  together— and  we  do  have  the  need  and  neces- 
sity to  do  that— we  can  convince  others  in  the  Middle  East  that  progress  is  essen- 
tial not  only  in  that  area — a  stalemate  and  stagnation  cannot  be  condoned — that 
it  is  in  the  best  interest  of  Egypt  and  Israel,  the  United  States,  and  all  Middle 
Eastern  countries.  And  I  can  assure  you,  Mr.  President,  that  the  American  people 
will  work  with  you  and  seek  to  achieve  with  you  the  aims  of  your  people  and 
yourself  for  the  kind  of  a  peace  on  a  broad,  firm,  equitable,  secure  basis  that  is 
in  the  dreams  of  people  in  all  of  the  Middle  East. 

Let  me  conclude,  Mr.  President,  that  Mrs.  Ford  and  I  have  been  deUghted  to 
have  the  opportunity  to  get  better  acquainted.  And  let  me  add  in  closing  that 
I  have  instructed  our  Secretary  of  State  to  continue  to  explore  every  possibility 
to  continue  the  diplomatic  successes  that  were  achieved  in  recent  months. 

I  know  that  he  will  continue  to  work  with  the  Foreign  Minister,  Foreign 
Minister  Fahmy.  They  have  been  a  good  team  in  the  step-by-step  process  that 
was  essential  to  keep  the  momentum  going.  Both  are  seasoned,  tireless,  effective, 
dedicated  diplomats  that  have  and  will  contribute  to  the  success  in  the  future. 

Let  me  simply  conclude  by  saying  that  we  are  honored  to  have  you  in 
America,  with  Mrs.  Sadat,  and  let  me  say  that  it  is  a  pleasure  and  a  privilege  for 
me  to  offer  a  toast  to  you  and  the  people  that  you  represent,  the  great  people 
of  the  Government  of  Israel — Egypt,  excuse  me. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  approximately  10:35  As  you  know,  President  Ford  and  I  will  meet 

p.m.  at  Anderson  House  in  response  to  a  toast  pro-  again  more  than  once  before  I  leave  your  beautiful 

posed  by  President  Sadat.  President  Sadat  spoke  as  country.  And  we  will  have  the  chance  to  solidify 

follows:  our  relations  even  further.  But  let  me  now  express 

President  and  Mrs.  Ford,  ladies  and  gentlemen:  ^y  admiration  and  deep  appreciation  of  President 

I  hope  I  have  adequately  expressed  my  feeling,  lord's  method  of  dealing  with  different  situations, 

and  that  of  the  Egyptian  people,  towards  President  ^^^  ^'^  enlightened  approach  to  people  and  human 

Ford  and  the  people  of  the  United  States.  What  I  relations.    From    this    standpoint,    he    can    achieve 

would  like  to  add,  however,  is  that  the  more  I  meet  tremendous  progress  m  various  domams,  and  the 

widi  President  Ford  and  pursue  with  him  the  stimu-  United  States,  under  his  leadership,  can  reach  new 

lating  talks  and  pleasant  conversations,  the  more  horizons  commensurate  with  the  challenges  of  our 

confirmed  becomes  the  initial  impression  I  got  when  time.  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  will  play  a  most  con- 

I  first  met  him.  His  personality  conveys  to  anyone  structive  role,  both  in  bringing  about  peace  in  the 

who   gets   to   know   him    a    sense    of   confidence.  Middle  East  and  in  solving  complex  international 

genuineness,  and  warmth.  problems.  It  is  an  asset  that  he  has  an  able  and 
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dedicated    Secretary   of    State    who    is    a   man    of  the  American  people  and  the  Egyptian  people  as 

experience  and  vision.  well  as  the  entire  Arab  nation. 

While  I  propose  a  toast  for  President  Ford,  his  May  I  propose  a  toast  to  the  health  of  President 

charming  wife,  and  for  the  friendship  between  the  po^j  ^^d  Mrs.  Ford,  our  dear  friends. 

American  and  Egyptian  peoples,  I  am  sure  that  I  j^^^^^^  ^^^  gendemen,  I  seize  this  opportunity 

am  expressing  sentiments  which  are  genuinely  re-  ^^^    ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^.^^^^  p^^^i^^^^  P^^^^  ^^^ 

ciprocated   by   President  Ford,   his   assistants,   and  ...         .  .        t    •     l     -vti     j         .•        t'w 

^         .        ^        J  1-1  £     •.  highest  decoration.  It  is  the  Nile  decoration.  This 

compatriots  towards  a  country  that  is  known  for  its  .        .         ,  i  .       ir       i        i        i    i 

fortitude,  culture,  and  historical  heritage.  ''  ^  ^^^^  ^^  S''^'  '''^'''  ^^  ^'"^''^^  ^"^  ^°  '^^  ^^^^^ 

I  am  certain  that  when  my  visit  is  completed,  American  people. 

the  picture  will  be  clearer  to  the  American  public.  As  a  token  of  our  friendship  and  our  admiration 

to  government  officials,  and  legislators.  This  would  to  the  First  Lady  and  the  ladies  of  the  United  States, 

definitely  lead  to  cementing  the  relations  between  may  I  present  our  highest  decoration,  El  Kemal. 


645 

Remarks  and  a  Question-and- Answer  Session  at  the  National 
Press  Club  on  the  Subject  of  Financial  Assistance  to  New  York 
City.     October  29,  1975 

Mr.  President,  fellow  members  of  the  Press  Club,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  guests: 

I  am  deeply  grateful  for  the  opportunity  to  join  you  today  and  talk  to  you 
about  a  matter  of  very  deep  concern  to  all  Americans. 

New  York  City,  where  one  out  of  every  25  Americans  lives,  through  whose 
"Golden  Door"  untold  millions  have  entered  this  land  of  liberty,  faces  a  financial 
showdown. 

The  time  has  come  for  straight  talk — to  these  8  million  Americans  and  to  the 
other  206  million  Americans  to  whom  I  owe  the  duty  of  stating  my  convictions 
and  my  conclusions,  and  to  you  whose  job  it  is  to  carry  them  throughout  the 
world  as  well  as  the  United  States. 

The  time  has  come  to  sort  facts  and  figures  from  fiction  and  f ear-mongering 
in  this  terribly  complex  situation.  The  time  has  come  to  say  what  solutions  will 
work  and  which  should  be  cast  aside. 

And  the  time  has  come  for  all  Americans  to  consider  how  the  problems  of 
New  York  and  the  hard  decisions  they  demand  foreshadow  and  focus  upon 
potential  problems  for  all  governments — Federal,  State,  and  local — ^problems 
which  demand  equally  hard  decisions  for  them. 

One  week  ago.  New  York  City  tottered  on  the  brink  of  financial  default 
which  was  deferred  only  at  the  eleventh  hour.  The  next  day,  Mayor  Beame 
testified  here  in  Washington  that  the  financial  resources  of  the  city  and  the 
State  of  New  York  were  exhausted.  Governor  Carey  agreed. 

They  said  it  is  now  up  to  Washington,  and  unless  the  Federal  Government 
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intervenes,  New  York  City  within  a  short  time  will  no  longer  be  able  to  pay 
its  bills. 

The  message  was  clear:  Responsibility  for  New  York  City's  financial  prob- 
lems is  being  left  on  the  front  doorstep  of  the  Federal  Government — unwanted 
and  abandoned  by  its  real  parents. 

Many  explanations  have  been  offered  about  what  led  New  York  City  deeper 
and  deeper  into  this  quagmire.  Some  contend  it  was  long-range  economic 
factors  such  as  the  flight  to  the  suburbs  of  the  city's  more  affluent  citizens,  the 
migration  to  the  city  of  poorer  people,  and  the  departure  of  industry. 

Others  argued  that  the  big  metropolitan  city  has  become  obsolescent,  that 
decay  and  pollution  have  brought  a  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  urban  life, 
and  New  York's  downfall  could  not  be  prevented. 

Let's  face  one  simple  fact:  Most  other  cities  in  America  have  faced  these  very 
same  challenges,  and  they  are  still  financially  healthy  today.  They  have  not 
been  luckier  than  New  York;  they  simply  have  been  better  managed.  There  is 
an  old  saying:  "The  harder  you  try,  the  luckier  you  get."  And  I  kind  of  like  that 
definition  of  luck. 

During  the  last  decade,  the  officials  of  New  York  City  have  allowed  its  budget 
to  triple.  No  city  can  expect  to  remain  solvent  if  it  allows  its  expenses  to  increase 
by  an  average  of  12  percent  every  year,  while  its  tax  revenues  are  increasing 
by  only  4  to  5  percent  per  year. 

As  Al  Smith,  a  great  Governor  of  New  York  who  came  from  the  sidewalks 
of  New  York  City,  used  to  say,  "Let's  look  at  the  record." 

The  record  shows  that  New  York  City's  wages  and  salaries  are  the  highest 
in  the  United  States.  A  sanitation  worker  with  3  years  experience  now  receives 
a  base  salary  of  nearly  $15,000  a  year.  Fringe  benefits  and  retirement  costs  aver- 
age more  than  50  percent  of  base  pay.  There  are  4-week  paid  vacations  and 
unlimited  sick  leave  after  only  1  year  on  the  job. 

The  record  shows  that  in  most  cities,  municipal  employees  have  to  pay  50 
percent  or  more  of  the  cost  of  their  pensions.  New  York  City  is  the  only  major 
city  in  the  country  that  picks  up  the  entire  burden. 

The  record  shows  that  when  New  York's  municipal  employees  retire,  they 
often  retire  much  earlier  than  in  most  cities  and  at  pensions  considerably  higher 
than  sound  retirement  plans  permit. 

The  record  shows  New  York  City  has  18  municipal  hospitals;  yet,  on  an 
average  day,  25  percent  of  the  hospital  beds  are  empty.  Meanwhile,  the  city 
spends  miUions  more  to  pay  the  hospital  expenses  of  those  who  use  private 
hospitals. 
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The  record  shows  New  York  City  operates  one  of  the  largest  universities  in 
the  world,  free  of  tuition  for  any  high  school  graduate,  rich  or  poor,  who  wants 
to  attend. 

As  for  New  York's  much-discussed  welfare  burden,  the  record  shows  more 
than  1  current  welfare  recipient  in  10  may  be  legally  ineligible  for  welfare 
assistance. 

Certainly,  I  do  not  blame  all  the  good  people  of  New  York  City  for  their 
generous  instincts  or  for  their  present  plight.  I  do  blame  those  who  have  misled 
the  people  of  New  York  about  the  inevitable  consequences  of  what  they  were 
doing  over  the  last  10  years. 

The  consequences  have  been  a  steady  stream  of  unbalanced  budgets,  massive 
growth  in  the  city's  debt,  extraordinary  increases  in  public  employee  contracts, 
and  total  disregard  of  independent  experts  who  warned  again  and  again  that 
the  city  was  courting  disaster. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  where  the  real  responsibility  Hes.  And  when  New 
York  City  now  asks  the  rest  of  the  country  to  guarantee  its  bills,  it  can  be  no 
surprise  that  many  other  Americans  ask  why. 

Why,  they  ask,  should  they  support  advantages  in  New  York  that  they  have 
not  been  able  to  afford  for  their  own  communities  ? 

Why,  they  ask,  should  all  the  working  people  of  this  country  be  forced  to 
rescue  those  who  bankrolled  New  York  City's  policies  for  so  long — the  large 
investors  and  big  banks  ? 

In  my  judgment,  no  one  has  yet  given  these  questions  a  satisfactory  answer. 
Instead,  Americans  are  being  told  that  unless  the  rest  of  the  country  bails  out 
New  York  City,  there  will  be  catastrophe  for  the  United  States  and  perhaps 
for  the  world. 

Is  this  scare  story  true?  Of  course,  there  are  risks  that  default  could  cause 
temporary  fluctuations  in  the  financial  markets.  But  these  markets  have  already 
made  a  substantial  adjustment  in  anticipation  of  a  possible  default  by  New 
York  City. 

Claims  are  made  that  because  of  New  York  City's  troubles,  other  municipal- 
ities will  have  grave  difficulty  selling  their  bonds.  I  know  that  this  troubles 
many  thoughtful  citizens. 

But  the  New  York  City  record  of  bad  financial  management  is  unique  among 
municipaUties  throughout  the  United  States.  Other  communities  have  a  soUd 
reputation  for  living  within  their  means.  In  recent  days  and  weeks,  other  local 
governments  have  gone  to  investors  with  clean  records  of  fiscal  responsibility 
and  have  had  no  difficulty  raising  funds. 
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The  greater  risk  is  that  any  attempt  to  provide  a  Federal  blank  check  for  the 
leaders  of  New*  York  City  would  ensure  that  no  long-run  solution  to  the  city's 
problems  will  ever  occur. 

I  can  understand  the  concern  of  many  citizens  in  New  York  and  elsewhere. 
I  understand  because  I  am  also  concerned.  What  I  cannot  understand — and 
what  nobody  should  condone — is  the  blatant  attempt  in  some  quarters  to 
frighten  the  American  people  and  their  representatives  in  Congress  into  panicky 
support  of  patently  bad  policy. 

The  people  of  this  country  will  not  be  stampeded;  they  will  not  panic  when 
a  few  desperate  New  York  City  officials  and  bankers  try  to  scare  New  York's 
mortgage  payments  out  of  them. 

We  have  heard  enough  scare  talk.  What  we  need  now  is  a  calm,  rational 
decision  as  to  what  is  the  right  solution — the  solution  that  is  best  for  the  people 
of  New  York  and  best  for  all  Americans. 

To  be  effective,  the  right  solution  must  meet  three  basic  tests: 

It  must  maintain  essential  public  services  for  the  people  of  New  York  City. 
It  must  protect  the  innocent  victims  of  this  tragedy.  There  must  be  policemen 
on  the  beat,  firemen  in  the  station,  nurses  in  the  emergency  wards. 

Second,  the  solution  must  assure  that  New  York  City  can  and  will  achieve 
and  maintain  a  balanced  budget  in  the  years  ahead. 

And  third,  the  right  solution  must  guarantee  that  neither  New  York  City 
nor  any  other  American  city  ever  becomes  a  ward  of  the  Federal  Government. 

Let  me  digress  a  minute  to  remind  you  that  under  our  constitutional  system, 
both  the  cities  and  the  Federal  Government  were  the  creatures  of  the  States. 
The  States  delegated  certain  of  their  sovereign  powers — the  power  to  tax,  police 
powers,  and  the  like — to  local  units  of  self-government.  And  they  can  take 
these  powers  back  if  they  are  abused. 

The  States  also  relinquished  certain  sovereign  powers  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment— some  altogether  and  some  to  be  shared.  In  return,  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment has  certain  obligations  to  the  States. 

I  see  a  serious  threat  to  the  legal  relationships  among  our  Federal,  State,  and 
local  governments  in  any  Congressional  action  which  could  lead  to  disruption 
of  this  traditional  balance.  Our  largest  city  is  no  different  in  this  respect  than 
our  smallest  town.  If  Mayor  Beame  doesn't  want  Governor  Carey  to  run  his 
city,  does  he  want  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  be  acting  mayor  of 
New  York  City? 

What  is  the  solution  to  New  York's  dilemma  ?  There  are  at  least  eight  different 
proposals  under  consideration  by  the  Congress  intended  to  prevent  default. 
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They  are  all  variations  of  one  basic  theme:  that  the  Federal  Government  should 
or  would  guarantee  the  availability  of  funds  to  New  York  City. 

I  can  tell  you,  and  tell  you  now,  that  I  am  prepared  to  veto  any  bill  that  has  as 
its  purpose  a  Federal  bailout  of  New  York  City  to  prevent  a  default. 

I  am  fundamentally  opposed  to  this  so-called  solution,  and  I  will  tell  you  why. 
Basically,  it  is  a  mirage.  By  giving  a  Federal  guarantee,  we  would  be  reducing 
rather  than  increasing  the  prospect  that  the  city's  budget  will  ever  be  balanced. 
New  York  City's  officials  have  proved  in  the  past  that  they  will  not  face  up  to 
the  city's  massive  network  of  pressure  groups  as  long  as  any  other  alternative  is 
available.  If  they  can  scare  the  whole  country  into  providing  that  alternative 
now,  why  shouldn't  they  be  confident  they  can  scare  us  again  into  providing  it 
3  years  from  now  ?  In  short,  it  encourages  the  continuation  of  "politics  as  usual" 
in  New  York,  which  is  precisely  not  the  way  to  solve  the  problem. 

Such  a  step  would  be  a  terrible  precedent  for  the  rest  of  the  Nation.  It  would 
promise  immediate  rewards  and  eventual  rescue  to  every  other  city  that  follows 
the  tragic  example  of  our  largest  city.  What  restraint  would  be  left  on  the  spend- 
ing of  other  local  and  State  governments  once  it  becomes  clear  that  there  is  a 
Federal  rescue  squad  that  will  always  arrive  in  the  nick  of  time  ? 

Finally,  we  must  all  recognize  who  the  primary  beneficiaries  of  a  Federal 
guarantee  program  would  be.  The  beneficiaries  would  not  be  those  who  live  and 
work  in  New  York  City,  because  the  really  essential  public  services  must  and 
will  continue.  The  primary  beneficiaries  would  be  the  New  York  officials  who 
would  escape  responsibility  for  their  past  follies  and  be  further  excused  from 
making  the  hard  decisions  required  now  to  restore  the  city's  fiscal  integrity. 

The  secondary  beneficiaries  would  be  the  large  investors  and  financial  institu- 
tions who  purchased  these  securities,  anticipating  a  high  rate  of  tax-free  return. 

Does  this  mean  there  is  no  solution  ?  Not  at  all.  There  is  a  fair  and  sensible  way 
to  resolve  this  issue,  and  this  is  the  way  to  do  it. 

If  the  city  is  unable  to  act  to  provide  a  means  of  meeting  its  obligations,  a  new 
law  is  required  to  assure  an  orderly  and  fair  means  of  handling  the  situation. 

As  you  know,  the  Constitution  empowers  the  Congress  to  enact  uniform  bank- 
ruptcy laws.  Therefore,  I  will  submit  to  the  Congress  special  legislation  provid- 
ing the  Federal  courts  with  sufficient  authority  to  preside  over  an  orderly  reor- 
ganization of  New  York  City's  financial  affairs— should  that  become  necessary. 

How  would  this  work  ?  The  city,  with  State  approval,  would  file  a  petition 
with  the  Federal  District  Court  in  New  York  under  a  proposed  new  Chapter 
XVI  of  the  Bankruptcy  Act.  The  petition  would  state  that  New  York  City  is 
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unable  to  pay  its  debts  as  they  mature  and  would  be  accompanied  by  a  proposed 
way  to  work  out  an  adjustment  of  its  debts  with  its  creditors. 

The  Federal  court  would  then  be  authorized  to  accept  jurisdiction  of  the  case. 
There  would  be  an  automatic  stay  of  suits  by  creditors  so  that  the  essential  func- 
tions of  the  city  would  not  be  disrupted. 

This  would  enable  an  orderly  plan  to  be  developed  so  that  the  city  could  work 
out  arrangements  with  its  creditors.  While  New  York  City  works  out  a  com- 
promise with  its  creditors,  the  essential  governmental  functions  of  the  city 
would  continue.  In  the  event  of  default,  the  Federal  Government  will  work  with 
the  court  to  assure  that  police  and  jfire  and  other  essential  services  for  the  protec- 
tion of  life  and  property  in  New  York  are  maintained. 

The  proposed  legislation  will  include  a  provision  that  as  a  condition  of  New 
York  City  petitioning  the  court,  the  city  must  not  only  file  a  good  faith  plan  for 
payment  to  its  creditors  but  must  also  present  a  program  for  placing  the  fiscal 
affairs  of  the  city  on  a  sound  basis. 

In  order  to  meet  the  short-term  needs  of  New  York  City,  the  court  would  be 
empowered  to  authorize  debt  certificates  covering  new  loans  to  the  city,  which 
would  be  paid  out  of  future  revenues  ahead  of  other  creditors. 

Thus,  the  legislation  I  am  proposing  will  do  three  essential  things: 

First,  it  will  prevent,  in  the  event  of  default,  all  New  York  City  funds  from 
being  tied  up  in  lawsuits. 

Second,  it  will  provide  the  conditions  for  an  orderly  plan  to  be  developed  for 
payments  to  New  York  City's  creditors  over  a  long  term. 

Third,  it  will  provide  a  way  for  new  borrowing  to  be  secured  by  pledging 
future  revenues. 

I  don't  want  anybody  misled.  This  proposed  legislation  will  not,  by  itself,  put 
the  affairs  of  New  York  City  in  order.  Some  hard  measures  must  be  taken  by  the 
officials  of  New  York  City  and  New  York  State.  They  must  either  increase  reve- 
nues or  cut  expenditures  or  devise  some  combination  that  will  bring  them  to  a 
sound  financial  position. 

Careful  examination  has  convinced  me  that  those  measures  are  neither  beyond 
the  realm  of  possibility  nor  beyond  the  demands  of  reason.  If  they  are  taken. 
New  York  City  will,  with  the  assistance  of  the  legislation  I  am  proposing,  be 
able  to  restore  itself  as  a  fully  solvent  operation. 

To  summarize,  the  approach  I  am  recommending  is  this:  If  New  York  fails 
to  act  in  its  own  behalf,  orderly  proceedings  would  then  be  supervised  by  a 
Federal  court. 
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The  ones  who  would  be  most  affected  by  this  course  of  action  would  be  those 
who  are  now  fighting  tooth  and  nail  to  protect  their  authority  and  to  protect 
their  investments — New  York  City's  officials  and  the  city's  creditors.  The  cred- 
itors will  not  be  wiped  out;  how  much  they  will  be  hurt  will  depend  upon  the 
future  conduct  of  the  city's  leaders. 

For  the  people  of  New  York,  this  plan  will  mean  that  essential  services  will 
continue.  There  may  be  some  temporary  inconveniences,  but  that  will  be  true  of 
any  solution  that  is  adopted. 

For  the  financial  community,  the  default  may  bring  some  temporary  difficul- 
ties, but  the  repercussions  should  not  be  large  or  longstanding. 

Finally,  for  the  people  of  the  United  States,  this  means  that  they  will  not  be 
asked  to  assume  a  burden  that  is  not  of  their  own  making  and  should  not  become 
their  responsibility.  This  is  a  fair  and  sensible  way  to  proceed. 

There  is  a  profound  lesson  for  all  Americans  in  the  financial  experience  of  our 
biggest  and  our  richest  city.  Though  we  are  the  richest  nation,  the  richest  nation 
in  the  world,  there  is  a  practical  limit  to  our  pubUc  bounty,  just  as  there  is  to  New 
York  City's. 

Other  cities,  other  States,  as  well  as  the  Federal  Government,  are  not  immune 
to  the  insidious  disease  from  which  New  York  City  is  suffering.  This  sickness  is 
brought  on  by  years  and  years  of  higher  spending,  higher  deficits,  more  infla- 
tion, and  more  borrowing  to  pay  for  higher  spending,  higher  deficits,  and  so  on, 
and  so  on,  and  so  on.  It  is  a  progressive  disease,  and  there  is  no  painless  cure. 

Those  who  have  been  treating  New  York's  financial  sickness  have  been  pre- 
scribing larger  and  larger  doses  of  the  same  political  stimulant  that  has  proved  so 
popular  and  so  successful  in  Washington  for  so  many  years. 

None  of  us  can  point  a  completely  guiltless  finger  at  New  York  City.  None  of 
us  should  now  derive  comfort  or  pleasure  from  New  York's  anguish.  But  neither 
can  we  let  that  contagion  spread. 

As  we  work  with  the  wonderful  people  of  New  York  to  overcome  their 
difficulties— and  they  will— we  must  never  forget  what  brought  this  great  center 
of  human  civilization  to  the  brink. 

If  we  go  on  spending  more  than  we  have,  providing  more  benefits  and  more 
services  than  we  can  pay  for,  then  a  day  of  reckoning  will  come  to  Washington 
and  the  whole  country  just  as  it  has  to  New  York  City. 

And  so,  let  me  conclude  with  one  question  of  my  own:  When  that  day  of 
reckoning  comes,  who  will  bail  out  the  United  States  of  America  ? 

Thank  you  very  much. 
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Questions 

William  W.  Broom  [president,  National  Press  Club].  Now  we  have  time 
for  just  a  few  questions,  haven't  we,  Mr.  President?  The  first  one  asks,  Mr. 
President,  you  say  that  in  the  event  of  a  default,  the  Federal  Government  is 
prepared  to  work  with  the  courts  to  assure  that  the  city  can  continue  to  main- 
tain its  essential  services,  such  as  poUce  and  fire  protection.  Does  this  mean  the 
Federal  Government  will  provide  cash  or  guarantees  or  Federal  troops  ? 

The  President.  Well,  of  course,  I  don't  assume  that  the  city  will  default, 
because  I  think  the  capacity  in  the  city  and  the  capacity  in  the  State  is  there  to 
avoid  default.  But  in  the  eventuahty  that  those  in  control  of  the  city  and  State 
refuse  to  step  up  to  that  responsibility  and  that  capability,  then  the  court  will 
have  to  go  through  the  default  process. 

And  I  can  only  say  that  the  Federal  Government  will  work  with  the  court. 
I  do  not  want  to  prescribe  precisely  the  means  or  methods,  but  I  can  say  that 
in  working  with  the  court  after  the  refusal  of  local  and  State  people  to  assume 
their  responsibility,  this  Federal  Government  will  see  to  it  that  essential  services 
are  maintained. 

Mr.  Broom.  If  it  comes  to  default,  how  much  do  you  estimate  it  will  cost  the 
United  States  Government  at  a  minimum  ? 

The  President.  Again  I  do  not  assume  that  default  is  absolutely  certain  for 
the  reasons  that  I,  a  few  moments  ago,  said.  It  is  my  judgment  that  the  Federal 
court  under  the  default  procedure  and  the  jurisdiction  that  the  court  has,  that 
it  can  issue  on  behalf  of  the  city  and/or  the  State  certificates  that  will  have  a 
prior  Hen  on  any  revenue  that  comes  in  while  other  creditors  are  held  off  from 
getting  any  benefits  in  the  interim  period.  So,  I  foresee  no  loss  to  the  Federal 
Government  whatsoever. 

Mr.  Broom.  Mr.  President,  this  next  question  has  been  asked  in  about  15 
different  ways,  and  I  have  chosen  this  version:  The  questioner  asks,  what  is 
the  difference  between  the  Federal  Government's  bailing  out  Lockheed  and 
bailing  out  New  York  City  ? 

The  President.  Well,  in  retrospect  we  may  have  made  a  mistake  in  bailing 
out  Lockheed.  And  yet  I  think  you  can  draw  a  distinction.  In  the  case  of  Lock- 
heed, the  Federal  Government  contributes  in  defense  contracts  a  very  substantial 
portion  of  the  revenue  that  comes  to  the  company — I  have  forgotten  the  exact 
percentage,  but  it  is  75  or  80  percent  or  perhaps  even  more — and  the  Federal 
Government  as  a  result  of  that  tremendous  control  over  funding  had  a  capabiUty 
of  maintaining  control  precisely  without  other  public  officials  being  involved. 
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I  think  that  is  a  fair  distinction,  but  in  retrospect,  as  I  said  at  the  outset,  I  am 
not  sure  we  didn't  make  a  mistake. 

Mr.  Broom.  Thank  you,  sir.  Another  questioner  asks:  In  order  to  ensure  a 
continued  flow  of  private  funds  to  public-related  entities,  how  does  the  Admin- 
istration intend  to  assure  future  investors  that  their  interests  will  also  be  pro- 
tected when  financial  difficulties  arise  ? 

The  President.  The  best  way  for  that  to  occur,  Mr.  President,  is  to  say  that 
in  the  case  of  New  York  City,  that  if  there  is  mismanagement,  as  there  has  been, 
the  city  must  go  into  court  in  bankruptcy,  in  default.  And  when  that  happens, 
as  every  investor  knows,  their  obUgations  which  they  bought  in  the  free  market, 
hoping  for  a  good  return  on  a  tax-free  basis,  was  not  a  good  investment. 

I  think  investors  will  be  more  discerning.  They  will  be  much  more  discern- 
ing, and  they  will  insist  that  municipal  and  State  officials  manage  their  affairs 
in  a  way  that  will  assure  credibility  to  the  investor. 

I  think  this  course  of  action  that  I  am  suggesting  is  the  greatest  deterrent  to 
mismanagement  of  municipal  and  State  action,  and  it  is  the  greatest  assurance 
to  future  investors  that  when  they  buy  municipal  securities  or  State  securities, 
they  are  making  a  good  investment.  I  think  that  will  be  the  end  result. 

Mr.  Broom.  Another  questioner  wonders,  why  will  people  buy  the  debt  cer- 
tificates that  you  propose  when  they  would  not  buy  "Big  Mac"  ^  bonds  which 
also  were  backed  by  assured  revenues  ? 

The  President.  The  legislation  would  provide  that  the  court  could  cooperate 
in  the  issuance  of  these  certificates  with  those  certificates  having  the  highest 
priority  on  any  revenues  that  come  into  the  city — ^priority  above  any  other — 
which. means  that  revenues  from  taxes,  revenues  that  might  come  from  the 
Federal  Government  under  general  revenue  sharing  or  otherwise,  would  be  ear- 
marked for  precisely  those  court-backed  certificates. 

Every  other  creditor  stands  in  line,  and  as  I  understand  it,  this  current  prob- 
lem that  may  come  in  the  middle  of  November,  certainly  in  December,  is  more 
of  a  short-term  cash  flow  problem,  providing  the  local  officials  and  the  State 
officials  face  up  to  the  long-range  difficulty. 

Mr.  Broom.  Another  questioner  says  your  prescription  for  New  York  City 
sounds  fine,  but  would  it  work  for  management  of  the  Federal  Establishment? 

The  President.  Well,  we  have  a  little  different  situation  here,  but  I  think  the 
basic  problem,  as  I  said  in  my  remarks,  is  exactly  the  same.  And  if  we  don't  start 
getting  a  handle  on  these  long-range  commitments  in  a  wide  variety  of  cases. 


^The  Municipal  Assistance  Corporation  was  created  by  the  State  of  New  York  and  was  empowered 
to  issue  bonds.  Funds  from  the  bond  sales  were  intended  for  the  assistance  of  New  York  City. 
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both  in  our  domestic  programs  as  well  as  our  defense,  we  are  going  to  be  faced 
in  a  relatively  short  period  of  time  in  the  history  of  this  country  with  the  same 
problem  that  the  city  of  New  York  faces  today. 

We  have  a  different  power  than  New  York  City  has,  that  we  can  print 
money,  in  effect,  but  that  is  not  an  honest  decision  or  an  honest  course  of  action 
for  the  American  people  or  the  country. 

Mr.  Broom.  Mr.  President,  before  we  go  to  the  final  question,  I  would  like 
to  give  you  the  traditional  gift  that  we  give  all  of  the  proper  speakers.  It  is  a 
National  Press  Club  tie,  and  it  is  as  close  as  we  could  get  to  the  maize  and  blue 
of  Ann  Arbor,  and  also  with  it  goes  a  certificate  from  us  for  appreciation, 
awarded  in  recognition  of  your  appearance  as  guest  speaker  here  today. 

And  now  we  have  one  final  question:  Do  you  think  you  will  carry  New  York 
City  in  the  next  election  ?  [Laughterl 

The  President.  I  will  take  my  chances  on  New  York  City,  because  I  think 
there  is  a  substantial  number  of  people  in  New  York  City  who  have  known 
for  a  long  period  of  time  that  their  great  city  was  being  misled,  and  they  are 
now  ripe  for  some  straight  answers,  some  straight  talk.  And  I  am  confident 
that  we  can  solve  the  problem,  and  when  we  do  it,  and  do  it  right,  I  think 
I  will  have  a  friend  or  two  in  New  York  City. 

Mr.  Broom.  Mr.  President,  we  will  get  a  chance  for  a  reaction  to  that  question 
next  Wednesday  when  Mayor  Beame  speaks  to  this  audience. 

note:   The  President  spoke  at   12:02   p.m.  in  the        Building.  His  remarks  were  broadcast  live  over  the 
National  Press  Club  Ballroom  at  the  National  Press       Public  Broadcasting  Service  radio  netv^^ork. 
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Letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  the  President  of  the 
Senate  Transmitting  Proposed  Municipal  Bankruptcy  Legislation. 
October  29,  1975 

ENCLOSED  for  your  consideration  and  appropriate  reference  is  a  legislative 
proposal  to  amend  the  Bankruptcy  Act  to  add  a  new  Chapter  XVI  dealing 
with  the  adjustment  of  debts  of  major  municipaUties. 

This  legislative  recommendation  is  submitted  because  of  the  inadequacies  of 
Chapter  IX  of  the  current  Bankruptcy  Act  in  its  application  to  the  problems 
of  major  municipalities.  The  attached  draft  legislative  proposal  would  provide 
a  desirable  alternative  to  Chapter  IX  of  the  Bankruptcy  Act. 

A  major  concern  of  all  of  us  is  the  need  for  meaningful  action  to  bring  into 
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balance  the  revenues  and  expenditures  of  a  city  which  may  need  to  seek 
reUef  under  the  Bankruptcy  Act.  The  attached  legislative  proposal  will  provide 
the  incentives  needed  to  force  such  a  city  to  make  the  hard  decisions  required 
to  achieve  this  important  objective.  The  draft  legislation  will  accomplish  this 
without  improper  intrusion  into  the  internal  governmental  affairs  of  any  State. 

We  do  not  wish  for  any  city  to  have  to  undergo  bankruptcy.  However,  recent 
events  remind  us  we  cannot  ignore  the  fact  that  there  must  be  relief  legislation 
ready  and  available  in  the  event  insolvency  forces  resort  to  relief  under  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Act.  I  can  assure  you  that  the  Executive  Branch  would  be  prepared  to 
work  with  the  bankruptcy  court  in  a  proceeding  under  the  proposed  Act. 

Administration  witnesses  will  be  pleased  to  consult  with  and  advise  the  Com- 
mittee to  which  this  legislation  is  assigned.  This  legislation  is  urgently  needed. 
I  respectfully  urge  its  early  consideration  by  the  Congress. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed  of  Representatives,  and  the  Honorable  Nelson  A. 
to  the  Honorable  Carl  Albert,  Speaker  of  the  House       Rockefeller,  President  of  the  Senate. 
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Remarks  in  Los  Angeles  at  a  Republican  Party  Fundraising 
Dinner.     October  29,  1975 

CHUCK,  I  can't  express  deeply  enough — and  as  deeply  appreciative  that  I  am — 
of  those  more  than  generous  words.  Let  me  add,  if  I  might,  my  great  gratitude 
for  the  tremendous  turnout  here  tonight  that  expresses  a  faith,  a  conviction,  a 
dedication  to  the  principles  and  the  things  that  all  of  us  believe  in  as  Republicans 
in  effectuating  v^hat  v^e  seek  and  desire  at  the  local,  the  State,  and  the  Federal 
level. 

But,  let  me  say  first  I  am  delighted  that  Andy  Hinshaw^  and  Don  Clausen 
are  here,  Ev  Younger,  of  course  Paul  Haerle,  and  your  incomparable  leaders 
in  the  State,  Margaret  Brock  and  Bill  Banov^sky. 

I  have  had  the  opportunity  in  several  meetings  this  afternoon  and  this  evening 
to  meet  or  renev^  acquaintanceships  v^ith  some  of  the  members  of  the  legislature 
that  I  have  met  and,  of  course,  those  local  officials  that  are  so  essential  and 
vitally  important.  And  I  had  the  privilege  again  of  renev^ing  acquaintances  v^ith 
individuals  I  served  v^ith  in  both  the  House  as  w^ell  as  the  Senate.  It  is  just  nice 
to  be  here,  and  I  can't  express  adequately  my  appreciation  for  the  v^arm 
w^elcome. 
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You  know,  it  is  always  a  great  enjoyment  coming  back  to  California,  par- 
ticularly when  it  is  so  close  to  October  31 — [laughter^ — a  very  special  time  when 
we  observe  the  mysterious  and  the  supernatural,  when  people  tell  strange  tales 
about  big,  empty  houses  where  rooms  lay  ghostly  silent,  where  lights  are  never 
seen,  where  mortals  never  tread.  In  most  places,  it  is  called  Halloween;  in  Cali- 
fornia, it  is  called  the  Governor's  Mansion.  [Laughter'] 

I  deeply  appreciate  your  kindness  in  tendering  this  "Salute  to  the  President" 
dinner,  but  I  would  prefer  to  designate — and  I  say  this  most  sincerely — this 
evening  as  a  salute  to  all  the  men  and  women  of  the  Republican  Party  of  Cali- 
fornia and  throughout  the  Nation  who  are  working  to  prove  that  the  elephant 
has  not  forgotten  how  to  win  elections  or  provide  good  government. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  our  Republican  elephant  will  neither  be  stampeded 
nor  exterminated.  We  are  full  of  energy.  We  are  full  of  fight.  We  will  prove 
the  rumors  of  our  political  extinction  have  been  greatly  exaggerated  and  cer- 
tainly have  no  foundation  in  this  great  State  of  California. 

California  and  the  Republican  Party  started  going  together  with:  Free  Soil, 
Free  Speech,  John  C.  Fremont — in  your  great  State  of  California.  Unfortunately, 
in  1856,  California  had  only  four  electoral  votes,  and  Fremont  didn't  get  them. 

But  let  me  say  this  with  emphasis  and  reiteration,  if  I  might:  I  can  assure  you, 
as  Republicans  we  are  going  to  get  a  lot  better  deal  in  California  and  the  rest 
of  the  Nation  in  1976  than  we  did  in  1856.  But  even  more  significantly  and  far 
more  importantly,  we  will  do  much,  much  better  than  we  did  in  1974,  here 
as  well  as  elsewhere  in  this  great  Republic. 

The  reason  I  am  confident — and  I  can  say  this  from  traveling  the  length  and 
the  breadth  of  this  country — is  the  hard  spade  work  that  you  are  doing  right 
here  in  California  that  is  being  repeated  throughout  the  country.  You  are  rescu- 
ing votes  we  would  otherwise  lose — the  votes  of  over  1  million  registered 
Republicans  who  did  not  go  to  the  polls  last  November. 

You  can  be  proud — and  I  say  this  as  a  former  precinct  worker  myself — of  the 
dynamic  job  being  done  by  Walt  Smith  and  Alice  Ogle.  They  and  many  other 
California  stalwarts  have  reregistered  nearly  400,000  voters  in  this  State  alone. 

Your  voter  registration  drive  is  giving  new  life  to  the  precincts,  and  as  I  said 
a  moment  ago,  that  is  where  I  started,  and  I  am  proud  of  that  heritage  and  that 
experience. 

Your  1975  fundraising,  including  the  great  work  of  the  Golden  Circle  Club, 
is  having  its  best  year  yet.  You  are  building  the  Republican  Party  on  the  local 
level,  where  it  really  counts.  And  every  elected  official  in  this  hall  this  evening 
knows  that  to  be  true.  There  is  no  substitute  for  it. 
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We  approach  a  year  of  decision,  as  I  see  it,  for  all  Americans.  It  is  the  year 
to  save  the  two-party  sytem  or  abandon  America  to  a  one-party  rule.  It  is  a  year 
to  stop  the  annual  growth  of  Federal  budgets  that  already  have  amounted  to 
more  than  we  spent  to  win  World  War  II.  It  is  a  year  Republicans  must  stress 
our  differences  with  Democrats  rather  than  with  other  RepubUcans.  It  is  a  year 
to  win  elections  instead  of  arguments.  It  is,  above  all,  the  year  to  build  a  plat- 
form big  enough  to  hold  all  who  care  about  America  and  beheve  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  Party. 

Two  hundred  years  ago  our  forebears  set  out  to  build  a  new  kind  of  a  nation 
which  would  govern  itself  through  the  political  mechanisms  of  self-correcting 
balance.  The  governmental  balance  of  powers  which  they  envisioned  and  which 
we  have  perfected  over  the  years  is  not  limited  to  the  constitutional  separation 
of  legislative,  judicial,  and  executive  branches  of  the  Federal  Government,  nor 
are  the  balance  scales  of  justice  the  property  of  the  judiciary  alone.  Justice,  as 
Hamilton  and  Jefferson  for  once  agreed,  is  the  goal  of  all  government. 

Balance  is  essential  among  the  Congress  and  the  President  and  the  Federal 
courts,  but  so  is  balance  among  the  States  and  the  cities  and  the  Federal  estab- 
Ushment;  so  is  balance  among  the  conflicting  needs  and  interests  of  the  rich, 
the  poor,  and  the  majority  in  the  middle;  so  is  balance  among  all  the  conflicting 
claims  of  pressure  groups  and  special  interests  within  our  complex  society — and 
it  is  so  complex — and  if  freedom  is  to  endure,  so  is  balance  between  our  two 
great  political  parties. 

And  so  is  balance  in  our  bookkeeping.  If  you  don't  beheve  it,  just  look  what 
is  happening  to  New  York  City.  The  only  thing  wrong  with  New  York  City — 
and  I  had  a  few  words  to  say  about  that  today — is  that  too  many  things  have 
gotten  out  of  balance,  including  far,  far  too  many  budgets.  The  only  thing 
wrong  with  this  country  is  that  too  many  things  have  gotten  out  of  balance, 
including  too  many  budgets. 

The  balance  has  shifted  against  business  and  industry  to  the  degree  that  both 
the  freedom  and  the  enterprise  are  being  taxed  and  regulated  right  out  of  the 
free  enterprise  system. 

The  balance  on  taxes  has  shifted  to  penalize  hard-working,  law-abiding 
Americans,  and  especially  taxpayers  in  the  middle-income  groups,  and  to  re- 
ward able-bodied  adults  who  want  benefits  without  work. 

The  balance  has  shifted  against  the  disadvantaged,  the  poor,  and  the  pen- 
sioners who  live  on  fixed  incomes  as  the  Congress  fires  up  inflation  by  voting 
benefits  for  many,  many  who  don't  need  them  at  the  expense  of  those  who  do. 

The  balance  has  shifted  against  the  States,  counties,  and  cities  that  practice 
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sound  fiscal  management  and  in  favor  of  those  communities  which  spend  beyond 
their  means  and  look  to  Washington  for  a  bailout. 

The  balance  on  crime  has  shifted  so  heavily  on  concern  for  the  rights  of  the 
criminals  that  the  rights  of  their  victims  are  almost  forgotten.  I  say  this  w^ith 
emphasis.  This  must  stop. 

The  balance  on  national  defense  has  shifted  against  our  Armed  Forces  to  the 
point  where  many  Members  of  the  Congress  would  rather  spend  your  money 
for  controversial  social  experiments  than  for  the  essential  insurance  of  a  defense 
second  to  none.  You  and  I  know  that  America's  strength  is  the  only  solid  basis 
for  peace  in  the  world  and  that  weakness  is  the  surest  way,  the  surest  path  to  war. 

The  balance  of  world  power  must  not  be  shifted  against  us  and  the  free  world, 
because  without  freedom,  nothing  else  is  of  value.  Freedom  must  always  come 
first. 

Fortunately,  there  is  a  way  to  correct  all  these  imbalances.  We  have  weights 
with  which  to  right  every  balance.  We  do  not  call  them  weights,  we  call  them 
ballots.  For  too  long  many  Americans  have  been  putting  their  weights,  their 
votes,  under  the  wrong  side  of  the  scales.  Balance  can  be  restored  to  this  country's 
affairs,  and  I  stand  here  to  ask  for  your  help  in  this  critical  and  crucial  moment. 
With  all  our  weights  put  together,  yes,  our  ballots,  we  will  do  the  job. 

The  job  starts  with  the  Congress.  A  Congress  that  refuses  to  cut  taxes  and 
spending  is  drastically  out  of  balance  and  drastically  out  of  touch  with  you  and 
others  who  will  go  to  the  polls  in  November  of  1976. 

America's  vitality  and  prosperity  is  being  sapped  by  the  irresponsibility  of 
the  Congress,  the  irresponsibility  of  their  spending;  a  Congress  dominated  2  to  1 
by  Democrats;  a  Congress  controlled  by  Democrats  for  38  out  of  the  last  42 
years — and,  I  might  add,  for  33  of  those  38  years  there  have  been  substantial 
Federal  deficits. 

What  have  those  deficits  brought,  or  what  have  they  brought  to  us  ?  You  are 
painfully  aware  of  how  a  massive  bureaucracy  is  running  more  and  more  of 
your  individual  daily  life.  You  know  how  Democratic-controlled  Congresses 
have  discouraged  your  enterprise  and  your  initiative,  encouraged  and  enforced 
the  unfair  redistribution  of  your  efforts  and  your  incomes  to  others. 

For  the  last  20  years,  Congress  after  Congress,  all  controlled  by  Democrats, 
has  spent  and  spent  and  elected  and  elected.  In  1962 — let  me  illustrate  if  I  might 
very  quickly — the  Federal  budget  for  the  first  time  in  American  history  exceeded 
$100  billion.  I  can  recall  that  vividly.  It  was  a  headline.  It  startled  us;  it  shocked 
us. 

I  had  been  in  Congress  roughly  13  years  and  I  couldn't  believe  it.  Democratic 
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Congresses  then  doubled  the  budget  to  $200  bilUon  in  only  8  more  years.  Unless 
we  bring  sanity  to  the  spending  madness  of  the  present  Congress,  the  Federal 
budget  in  the  coming  fiscal  year  will  more  than  double  again  to  an  estimated 
$423  billion. 

Where  did  these  massive  increases  come  from?  That  is  a  good,  legitimate, 
honest  question  that  ought  to  be  asked  by  all  people,  Democrat,  Republican,  or 
otherwise.  Because  of  the  mountains  of  Federal  debt  incurred  through  soaring 
Congressional  spending,  annual  interest — annual  interest — on  the  public  debt 
almost  tripled  in  the  last  10  years.  From  $11  billion  in  a  period  of  1  year,  interest 
has  grown  to  $32  billion  in  12  months. 

Another  example.  Between  1965  and  1975,  Democratic-controlled  Congresses 
increased  spending  for  the  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  by 
nearly  400  percent — 400  percent.  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  how  can  this  Democratic 
Congress  now  tell  the  American  people — and  listen,  because  this  is  the  crux  of 
the  issue  that  we  are  to  be  faced  with  in  the  months  ahead — how  can  the 
Democratic  Congress  now  tell  the  American  people  that  it  cannot  hold  down 
anticipated  spending  for  fiscal  1977  by  a  mere  7  percent  ?  They  have  no  answer. 

Just  over  3  weeks  ago,  I  made  the  Congress  a  perfectly  reasonable  proposition. 
The  Congress  wanted  to  cut  income  taxes  again  next  year,  but  go  right  on  spend- 
ing to  the  tune  of  another  $60  biUion  deficit. 

I  said,  okay,  let's  have  a  tax  cut,  an  even  bigger,  more  equitable,  and  permanent 
tax  cut  than  you  are  considering,  a  tax  cut  of  $28  billion.  Americans  do  need  more 
of  their  own  paychecks  to  spend.  But  along  with  a  tax  cut,  let's  have  a  comparable 
$28  billion  cut  in  the  growth  of  Federal  spending.  They  go  hand  in  hand, 
partners  in  trying  to  save  America's  fiscal  situation  now  and  in  the  future.  Let's 
set  a  spending  ceiling  of  $395  billion  instead  of  the  projected  $423  billion,  and 
start  right  now  to  cut  back  our  annual  deficit  so  that  we  can  have  a  balanced 
budget,  an  honest  one,  a  certain  one  within  3  years. 

Did  Members  of  the  Congress  say  okay,  we  will  try  ?  You  know  the  answer. 
They  didn't.  They  howled,  they  cried,  they  said  I  was  being  political.  Tell  me — 
and  this  is  a  thoughtful  distinction — tell  me  why  is  it  political  to  want  to  cut 
spending  along  with  taxes,  but  it  is  not  political  to  cut  taxes  and  go  right  on 
spending  for  politically  popular  programs  ? 

Do  you  realize  that  under  the  laws  Democratic  Congresses  have  already  writ- 
ten— they  are  in  the  statute  books  right  now  and  have  been  for  the  last  several 
years — without  a  single  new  appropriation  or  program,  and  despite  everything 
I  can  do  as  President  by  vetoing  further  increases,  our  Federal  expenditures  will 
automatically  increase  next  year  by  $50  billion  ?  No  new  programs,  no  changes 
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in  any  laws,  just  the  automatic  increase  because  more  people  are  eligible,  or  their 
escalation  clauses,  or  a  wide  variety  of  other  reasons,  an  increase  automatically 
of  $50  billion. 

Fifty  billion  dollars  in  spending  growth — think  of  it  for  a  minute.  That  is 
nearly  five  times  the  total  annual  spending  of  the  great  State  of  California. 

The  majority  in  Congress — as  Chuck  Reed  said — don't  like  my  vetoes.  If  I 
could  reiterate,  those  vetoes  have  already  saved  the  taxpayers  some  $6|/2  billion, 
and  I  will  go  on  vetoing  unwise,  unnecessary  spending  bills  again  and  again  and 
again. 

The  sole  criteria  will  be,  will  it  save  you  money  and  save  our  country's  future  ? 
Now,  the  Congress  obviously  doesn't  like  my  combination  of  a  tax  cut  and  a 
spending  cut  proposal.  Having  served  25  years  in  the  Congress,  I  understand  it. 
I  know  why.  Without  being  seriously  unkind  to  my  former  colleagues  and  some 
of  their  new  Members,  you  know,  some  call  this  a  spendthrift  Congress. 

I  will  say  this:  It  is  sure  a  lot  more  spend  than  thrift.  But  to  be  more  emphatic 
and  more  deliberate  and  more  specific,  I  call  it  a  "Can't  Do  Congress."  They  can't 
pass  an  energy  bill,  they  can't  face  up  to  one  issue  after  another.  But  most  of  all, 
on  the  issue  I  am  discussing,  they  say,  we  can't  cut  the  budget.  They  complain, 
they  tell  us  we  are  to  cut  it,  they  ask,  where  do  we  start  ? 

Very  well.  Let  me  tell  them.  For  a  starter.  Congress  can  begin  by  slashing  the 
food  stamp  program.  Every  Congressman,  Democratic  as  well  as  Republican, 
knows  the  abuses  of  the  food  stamp  program  are  notorious.  Congress  has  no 
excuse  whatsoever  not  to  begin  the  $28  billion  reduction  right  here  in  this  pro- 
gram. Congress  can  save  taxpayers  more  than  $1  billion  in  12  months  by  passing 
my  proposed  food  stamp  reform  program. 

This  Democratic  Congress  knows  as  well  as  I  do  that  approximately 
one — unbelievable — one  out  of  every  five  Americans  has  now  become  eligible  for 
food  stamps.  Congress  knows  that  57  percent  of  those  eligible  for  food  stamps 
are  above  the  nationally  defined  poverty  level— 57  percent. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Bill  Simon,  who  was  here  just  a  few  days  ago, 
he  and  his  department  have  calculated  that  43,000  American  families  with 
annual  incomes  above  $18,000  per  year  received  food  stamps  last  year— 43,000 
famihes.  Why?  You  tell  me  why.  Why  does  a  family  earning  $18,000  a  year 
need  food  stamps?  Better  still,  tell  your  Congressmen  and  your  Senators. 

Since  1965,  the  cost  of  this  experiment  has  increased  from  $34  million  annually 
to  nearly  $6  billion  for  every  12  months.  Twenty-one  million  people,  41  times 
more  than  recipients  in  1965,  are  now  getting  food  stamps.  It  is  unbelievable. 

My  policy  in  food  stamps  is  simple,  fair.  The  Federal  Government  should. 
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within  the  Umits  of  its  resources,  help  Americans  in  need  who  cannot  help 
themselves.  We  should  not  give  Federal  assistance — and  I  emphasize  "we  should 
not  give  Federal  assistance" — to  able-bodied  adults  without  dependents  who  do 
not  choose  to  work^ 

I  simply  don't  understand  the  logic  of  this  Democrat-controlled  Congress.  If 
every  housewife  can  revise  her  budget  and  every  businessman  can  cut  the  frills 
out  of  his  office  or  industrial  activity  on  spending,  why  can't  the  free-spending 
Congressional  Democrats  do  the  same? 

I  say,  in  all  sincerity,  I  will  work  with  the  Congress  to  ensure  that  those  who 
deserve  the  help  of  our  Nation  will  continue  to  get  it.  The  elderly,  the  poor,  the 
men  and  women  who  have  borne  our  Nation's  arms— the  Federal  Government 
must  and  will  meet  these  legitimate  obligations.  But  we  must  not  pay  one  more 
cent  of  tribute  to  interest  groups  with  frills  who  can  afford  to  work  and  we 
cannot  afford  to  support. 

I  will  also  keep  faith  with  those  who  innovate  and  invest,  those  who  work, 
those  who  pay  their  taxes,  those  who  obey  the  law,  and  those  who  save  for  their 
children's  future.  I  speak  to  you  in  these  very  frank  and  categorical  terms 
tonight  to  underscore  my  deep  conviction  and  greatest  concern,  that  a  govern- 
ment big  enough  to  give  us  everything  we  want  is  a  government  big  enough  to 
take  from  us  everything  we  have. 

While  serving  in  the  Congress,  I  won  five  "Watchdog  of  the  Treasury" 
awards.  I  am  very  proud  of  that.  I  am  and  will  be  a  watchdog  of  the  Treasury 
in  the  White  House  now  and  in  the  future. 

You  know  some  of  my  friends  told  me  I  shouldn't  come  to  California  again. 
[Laughter]  They  say  there  is  nothing  a  President  can  learn  by  leaving  Wash- 
ington and  meeting  Americans  face  to  face.  Apparently  only  Congressmen, 
columnists,  and  pollsters  should  talk  to  people.  Well,  I  kind  of  prefer  to  get  my 
information  firsthand  and  speak  to  all  of  you  face  to  face. 

As  President,  I  can  advance  programs,  I  can  prod  the  Congress,  but  I  need 
your  voices,  loud,  clear,  telling  me  where  you  stand  and  where  you  want  to  go 
individually  and  collectively. 

Tonight  as  I  conclude,  I  will  tell  you  where  I  stand. 

Your  President  will  not  cave  in  to  the  big  spenders  and  the  budget  busters  in 
the  Congress. 

Your  President  will  not  fling  open  the  U.S.  Treasury  to  every  city  with  a  hole 
in  its  pocket. 

Your  President  will  not  let  a  massive  bureaucracy  dominate  your  State,  your 
cities,  your  business,  and  more  importantly,  your  lives. 
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Your  President  will  not  play*  dead  while  the  foreign  oil  cartel  drains  off  $25 
billion-plus  a  year  from  our  economy. 

And  your  President  will  never  stand  idly  by  while  the  Congress  downgrades 
America's  defenses  and  dismantles  America's  intelUgence-gathering  capability. 

I  believe  America  wants  a  President  who  is  a  fighter,  not  a  patsy.  And  as 
President,  I  will  join  with  you  in  the  fight  for  the  enduring  principles  of  the 
Republican  Party,  those  principles  for  which  we  have  always  stood:  fiscal 
responsibility  in  government,  local  control  over  local  affairs,  the  freeing  of  the 
free  enterprise  system,  a  national  defense  second  to  none,  and  the  realization  of 
individual  freedom  for  each  and  every  one  of  us  and  214  million  other 
Americans. 

With  your  talent,  with  your  enthusiasm,  with  your  help,  and  yes,  apprecia- 
tively, with  your  dollars,  we  can  make  1976  a  year  for  all  Republicans  and 
Independents,  a  year  that  they  will  remember  fondly,  constructively,  and 
wholesomely,  and  a  year  the  Democrats  may  never  forget. 

Thank  you  and  good  night. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:55  p.m.  in  the  Los  State  attorney  general;  Paul  Haerle,  State  Republican 

Angeles  Ballroom  at  the  Century  Plaza  Hotel.  In  chairman;  and  Margaret  M.  Brock  and  William  Ban- 

his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Charles  C.  Reed,  cochair-  owsky,     Republican     national     committeemen    for 

man    of    the    dinner;    Representatives    Andrew    J.  California. 
Hinshaw  and  Don  H.  Clausen;  Evelle  J.  Younger, 
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Interview  in  Los  Angeles  With  Metromedia  Reporters. 
October  30,  1975 

Herbert  G.  Klein  [vice  president,  Metromedia,  Inc.].  Good  evening,  ladies  and 
gentlemen. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  welcome  you  to  this  unique  Metromedia 
news  team  presentation  of  an  interview  based  on  the  problems  of  the  cities  and 
many  other  current  issues  facing  the  country  at  this  time.  It  is  a  pleasure. 
Welcome,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  Thank  you  very  much.  Herb.  I  am  delighted  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  some  old  friends  and  making  some  new  acquaintances, 
and  I  look  forward  to  a  very  active  discussion  of  some  of  the  problems  that  I 
know  are  on  the  minds  of  these  gentlemen  as  well  as  others. 

Mr.  Klein.  Thank  you.  Our  first  question  will  be  from  a  man  you  know 
from  New  York,  Mr.  Gabe  Pressman,  from  WNEW,  Channel  5,  New  York 
City. 
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NEW   YORK   CITY 


[1.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  New  York  Daily  News  today  carried  the  follow- 
ing headline  bannered  on  its  front  page,  "Ford  to  the  City:  Drop  Dead."  Is  that 
what  you  were  saying  yesterday  ? 

The  President.  Gabe,  not  at  all.  I  was  saying  to  the  city  of  New  York  that 
the  best  way  is  for  we  in  the  Federal  Government  to  put  pressure  on  the 
responsible  officials  in  the  State  and  in  the  city  to  do  some  things  that  had  to  be 
done  that  have  been  neglected,  have  not  been  done  over  a  period  of  time,  and 
indicate  to  the  city  that  if  responsible  officials  at  the  State  and  local  level  don't 
act,  then  there  was  a  way  in  which  the  Federal  Government,  after  default,  could 
come  in  and  participate  in  providing  what  we  call  essential  services. 

But  the  people  in  New  York  have  been  the  victims  of  mismanagement  by 
public  officials,  and  the  only  way  to  get  that  situation  straightened  out  is  to  put 
the  pressure  on  those  people  to  do  what  they  should  have  done  over  the  years.  I 
have  great  sympathy  for  the  people  of  New  York,  the  8  million  people  who  have 
been  misled,  who  have  not  been  given  the  leadership  that  they  need. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  made  two  speeches  yesterday,  one  in  Washington  in 
which  you  said  that  our  leaders  in  New  York  have  to  take  the  responsibility  for 
past  follies,  what  you  have  just  said.  You  also  made  one  here  in  Los  Angeles 
to  a  Republican  fundraising  dinner  in  which  you  expressed  great  sympathy  for 
the  middle  Americans,  the  middle-class  Americans,  and  the  pensioners,  and  the 
people  who  are  really  footing  the  bill  and  taking  the  punishment  in  this 
country.  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  default  in  New  York  City  is  going  to  affect  tens  of 
thousands  of  these  people,  both  civil  servants  who  will  be  laid  off  and  people 
who  work  for  private  vendors  that  aren't  going  to  be  paid  by  the  city  of  New 
York  ?  So,  is  there  an  inconsistency  between  your  attitude  on  default  and  your 
sympathy  expressed  for  the  little  guy  ? 

The  President.  Not  at  all,  Gabe.  The  principal  investors  in  the  securities,  the 
long-term  bonds,  and  the  short-term  notes  are  the  banks  in  New  York  City  and 
throughout  the  country.  They  have  made  an  investment  in  a  free  market.  They 
took  a  gamble  on  a  tax-free  investment;  they  expected  to  get  a  good  return.  If 
the  city  officials  of  New  York  don't  do  something  properly  to  correct  the  situa- 
tion, these  investors,  yes,  will  have  to  defer  the  receipt  of  their  interest  and  the 
repayments  on  principal.  But  they  made  an  investment  in  a  free  market.  They 
should  have  known  that  the  circumstances  weren't  as  good  as  they  might  have 
been  told  they  were. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  have  said  to  the  fireman,  to  the  policeman,  to  the  nurse 
in  the  emergency  ward,  we  will  help  and  work  with  the  court  if  default  comes. 
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and  there  is  no  need  for  it  to  come  in  the  first  place.  But  if  it  does,  we  will  help 
that  group  of  people  to  provide  those  essential  services  to  the  8  million  people 
in  the  city  of  New  York.  I  don't  think  there  is  any  inconsistency  at  all. 

Q.  Granted  what  you  just  said,  and  I  will  just  make  a  very  short  question,  Mr. 
President.  There  are  thousands  of  people,  it  is  a  fact,  who  are  not  big  banks,  who 
have  New  York  City  bonds,  including  widows  and  orphans  and  Htde  people 
who  thought  that  this  was  a  good  way  to  spend  much  of  their  life  savings  in 
buying  these  bonds.  What  about  them?  Should  they  be  punished  for  the  sins  of 
our  politicians  ? 

The  President.  It  is  a  relatively  small  proportion  of  the  total  amount  owed  by 
the  city  of  New  York.  I  think  the  city  owes  in  the  magnitude  of  about  $12 
billion,  short-term,  long-term  obligations.  Those  obligations  can  and  will  be 
paid. 

There  may  be  a  temporary  deferral  in  order  to  give  the  city  an  opportunity  to 
straighten  out  its  situation  so  that  current  bills  can  be  paid.  But  if  the  city  is 
properly  led,  those  small  investors  will  get  their  money,  but  there  may  be  some 
slight  delay. 

Mr.  Klein.  Mr.  Alan  Smith,  WTTG,  Channel  5,  Washington. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  we  have  seen  for  some  time  now  the  long  stalemate  over  an 
energy  policy,  an  energy  program.  Now  we  have  New  York  City,  and  we  sup- 
posedly have  a  time  element  there  of  November  30.  Now,  you  have  asked  Con- 
gress to  pass  bankruptcy  legislation.  If  Congress  refuses  to  do  that  and  you  follow 
through  on  vetoing  any  legislation  they  may  come  up  with  for  Federal  loan 
guarantees,  what  happens  to  New  York  City  after  November  30  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  think  I  made  it  extremely  clear,  Alan,  that  the  eight  or 
more  proposals  that  have  been  floating  around  in  the  House  and  the  Senate  were 
totally  inadequate.  They  wouldn't  have  been  any  answer  or  won't  be  any  answer 
to  the  problem,  because  they  just  delay,  delay;  they  carry  on,  perpetuate  the 
mismanagement  we  have  really  had  in  New  York  City. 

I  am  not  sure,  to  be  honest  with  you,  that  any  legislation  can  pass  the  Congress. 
I  think  the  only  legislation  that  will  pass  the  Congress  is  the  proposal  that  I 
made."^  So,  it  is  not  a  choice  of  what  others  have  recommended,  eight  or  more  bills 
and  mine.  That  is  not  the  choice. 

I  don't  think  there  is  a  majority  in  the  Congress  to  pass  any  one  of  those  eight 
other  bills — I  know  there  aren't  enough  to  override  a  veto — so,  the  real  alter- 
native, unless  the  city  and  the  State  do  something  affirmatively  to  avoid  the 
problem  in  the  first  place,  I  think  the  only  choice  is  my  proposal. 


^  See  Item  646. 
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Mr.  Klein.  Mr.  President,  our  next  question  will  be  from  Larry  Moore, 
KMBQ  Kansas  City. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  can  you  tell  the  taxpayer  in  Kansas  City  or  elsewhere 
in  the  country  who  is  concerned  about  the  situation  in  New  York  because  he 
hears  that  if  his  public  school  district  or  if  his  city  wants  to  build  a  new  building, 
in  order  to  get  bonds,  the  district  or  the  city  would  have  to  pay  a  higher  interest 
rate,  then  he  would  have  to  pay  higher  taxes  to  finance  the  bond  issue.  What 
can  you  tell  him  with  the  New  York  crisis  ? 

The  President.  Larry,  there  is  a  very  good  answer  to  that.  As  Alan  knows, 
the  last  week  or  so  in  the  metropolitan  area  of  the  city  of  Washington,  or  the 
District  of  Columbia,  two  or  three  well-run  local  units  of  government  sold 
bonds  at  a  better  price  than  they  had  ever  gotten  in  recent  years. 

Those  communities,  those  local  units  of  government  that  are  well-managed — 
people  want  to  buy  them.  Investors  want  to  invest  because  they  are  good  secu- 
rities. So,  the  message  is  really  to  local  officials:  "You  run  your  city,  your  school 
board,  or  any  other  local  unit  of  government  well  and  you  will  have  plenty  of 
investors  and  you  will  not  have  to  pay  a  high  interest  rate." 

Q.  If  that  situation  would  change,  if  there  would  become  extreme  fear  even 
with  well-managed  units  of  government  because  of  the  situation  in  New  York, 
if  New  York  defaults,  would  you  consider  altering  in  any  way  your  position  of 
yesterday  that  you  would  veto  any  measure  Congress  would  pass  to  bail  out 
New  York  City? 

The  President.  I  think  you  are  approaching  it  in  the  question  from  the  wrong 
end.  We  have  to  assume  that  locally  elected  officials  will  do  a  good  job,  and  99.9 
percent  of  them  do  a  good  job.  So,  there  is  no  need  to  worry. 

I  don't  think  we  should  be  scared.  And  I  don't  think  the  American  people 
should  be  frightened  by  the  very  small  percentage  of  local  officials  who  don't 
measure  up  and  handle  their  affairs  in  a  proper  way. 

The  history  of  this  country  is  that  we  have  had  good  local  government,  and 
we  shouldn't  be  terrified  by  the  mistakes  of  a  limited  few.  I  think  Kansas  City, 
Minneapolis,  many  other  cities  throughout  the  country  are  well  managed.  And 
we  should  make  sure  that  they  have  an  open  market  where  they  can  sell  their 
securities  at  a  fair  price.  And  if  they  are  well  managed,  those  markets  will  be 
available. 

Mr.  Klein.  Our  next  question  will  be  from  our  Metromedia  newsman  from 
WTCN,  Channel  11,  Minneapolis-St.  Paul,  Gil  Amundson. 
Q.  Mr.  President,  critics  of  your  stand  on  New  York  have  said  it  is  insensitive 
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and  punitive,  and  in  reality  it  will  cost  the  Nation  more  to  default  in  New  York 
rather  than  to  prevent  it.  How  do  you  respond  to  that  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  see  how  it  possibly  can  cost  more.  The  city  of  New 
York  and  the  State  of  New  York  have  ample  resources.  They  can  raise  taxes. 
They  can  cut  down  expenditures.  They  can  modify  spending  programs.  If  they 
do  those  corrective  actions,  which  they  failed  to  do  for  the  last  few  years,  there 
is  no  loss  at  all. 

I  think  it  is  a  warning  to  the  public  and  every  city  in  the  whole  United 
States — make  doggone  sure  you  have  mayors  and  aldermen  and  councilmen 
who  are  going  to  manage  your  city  properly. 

Fortunately,  that  has  been  the  case.  And  if  it  continues,  there  won't  be  any 
cost  at  all.  In  fact,  it  will  be  better.  In  the  meantime.  New  York  City  has  an 
opportunity  to  do  something  correctively,  and  it  won't  have  any  problems  either. 

Mr.  Klein.  Mr.  President,  Mr.  Ken  Jones  of  KTTV-TV,  Channel  11,  Los 
Angeles. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  who  specifically  is  to  blame  for  New  York's  problems  ?  Is 
it  the  former  administration  of  Mayor  John  Lindsay,  and  did  it  carry  to  the  state- 
house  and  Nelson  Rockefeller — now  the  Vice  President — or  is  it  the  current 
administration  of  Abraham  Beame  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  like  to  point  a  finger.  Ken,  at  any  one  individual. 
I  think  the  record  is  very  clear  that  the  city  of  New  York  in  the  last  10  or  12 
years  has  had  an  escalating  budget.  Their  expenditures  have  risen  at  the  rate 
of  about  14  percent  per  annum,  their  income  at  the  rate  of  about  4  to  5  percent 
per  annum. 

And  the  net  result  is  they  have  had  an  escalating  obligation,  a  debt  they  had 
to  carry,  about  $12  billion.  The  record  shows  who  was  in  charge  of  the  city,  and 
as  Al  Smith  used  to  say,  "Let's  look  at  the  record,"  and  we  will  see  what  the 
public  reaction  is. 

Q.  And  your  investigation — did  it  carry  to  the  statehouse  under  Governor 
Rockefeller  ? 

The  President.  Well,  in  this  particular  case,  the  city  of  New  York  itself, 
there  is  no  history  of  the  State  being  involved.  In  the  recent  months,  of  course, 
the  State  has  gotten  involved  by  what  they  call  the  "Big  Mac."  ^  But  the  primary 
responsibility  rests  with  the  locally  elected  officials  over  a  period  of  10  or  12 
years  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Q.  One  other  question.  Governor  Carey  said  yesterday  that  you  have  said 


'  The  Municipal  Assistance  Corporation  was  created  by  the  State  of  New  York  and  was  empowered  to 
issue  bonds.  Funds  from  the  bond  sales  were  intended  for  the  assistance  of  New  York  City. 
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you  did  not  want  to  make  the  State  or  the  city  a  ward  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. Yet  he  says  your  proposal  does  in  fact  do  that.  It  puts  the  Federal  keeper 
in  and  makes  it  a  ward  of  the  Federal  Government. 

The  President.  There  is  a  difference.  Under  the  plan  that  I  propose,  the  city  of 
New  York,  for  a  temporary  period  of  time,  would  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
a  Federal  court— not  a  politician,  a  judge.  It  can  get  out  of  that  situation  as 
quickly  as  it  gets  its  finances  in  order.  I  think  it  is  a  much  more  responsible  place 
for  this  problem  to  be  resolved  than  to  make  the  President  of  the  United  States 
mayor,  on  a  temporary  basis,  for  the  city  of  New  York. 

A  Federal  judge  who  is  under  no  political  pressures  can  handle  properly  the 
readjustment  of  investments,  the  carrying  on  of  essential  services.  That  is  some- 
thing that  can  be  done  by  a  Federal  judge  in  New  York  City,  not  by  some 
elected  or  nonelected  official  in  the  city  of  Washington,  D.C. 

Mr.  Klein.  Gabe  Pressman. 

Q.  Following  up  on  Ken's  first  question,  Mr.  President,  you  noted  yesterday 
that  in  addition  to  the  high  salaries  and  the  other  burdens,  there  were  fat  pen- 
sions that  were  negotiated  during  those  years.  Now,  no  pension  in  New 
York — no  pension  improvement  could  be  made  without  the  approval  of  the 
legislature  and  the  Governor.  And  it  is  a  historic  fact  that  Lindsay  started  the 
pension  improvements,  but  that  it  was  Governor  Nelson  Rockefeller  and  the 
legislature  that  put  those  fat  pensions  through  that,  many  civic  leaders  agree 
with  you,  are  part  of  the  cause  of  the  financial  mess  we  are  in.  You  say  you 
blame  those  who  misled  the  people.  Do  you  blame  your  own  Vice  President? 

The  President.  I  was  not  cognizant  that  the  State  legislature  and  the  Gov- 
ernor had  to  approve  a  particular  pension  program.  If  it  is,  it  is  unique  in  New 
York  State.  Those  are  usually  negotiated  between  the  mayor  and/or  his 
authorities  and  the  representatives  of  the  labor  organizations.  In  no  other  State 
that  I  am  familiar  with  does  the  Governor  and  the  State  legislature  have  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  details  of  pensions 

Q.  Well,  I  wouldn't  presume  to  educate  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
but  it  is  a  fact  that  all  messages  involving  basic  changes  in  law,  including  pen- 
sion bills,  have  to  be  approved  by  the  State  legislature  and  the  Governor,  and  as 
a  reporter  over  the  last  15  years,  I  observed  both  Lindsay  and  Rockefeller 
negotiating  with  the  union  leaders  for  these  pension  benefits  that  became 
staggering. 

The  President.  Well,  those  pension  programs  by  any  other  standard,  let's  be 
frank  and  honest,  are  far  more  generous  than  in  any  other  community.  As  I 
noted  in  my  remarks  yesterday,  those  pension  programs  are  noncontributory.  If 
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the  information  given  me  is  accurate,  that  is  the  only  case  in  any  major  pension 
program  throughout  the  United  States  for  municipal  employees.  That  is  a  very, 
very  generous  program.  And  I  think  it  has  contributed  significantly,  and  those 
w^ho  participated  have  to  be  responsible. 

Q.  Including  Mr.  Rockefeller  ? 

The  President.  Anybody. 

Mr.  Klein.  Alan  Smith. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  in  response  to  Larry  Moore's  question  a  fev^  moments  ago, 
you  said  that  New  York  must  practice  budget  balancing,  budget  austerity,  by 
raising  taxes,  cutting  expenses,  perhaps  halting  capital  construction  projects. 
You  have  said  that  before. 

How^ever,  there  are  those  Nev^  Yorkers,  and  one,  for  example.  Teachers  Union 
President  Albert  Shanker,  v^ho  says  that  cuts  imposed  already  by  the  State  Con- 
trol Board  v^ould  eliminate  another  50,000  city  jobs  in  New  York,  and  that  over 
a  2-year  period  several  billions  of  dollars  would  be  taken  out  of  the  New  York 
spending  economy  which  could  be  used  to  help  New  York  right  itself.  In 
addition,  he  speaks  of  further  cuts  that  you  suggest,  and  he  says  this  would  be 
counterproductive.  Mr.  Shanker  contends  that  it  would  be  a  vicious  circle,  that 
it  would  not  bring  New  York  out  of  its  solvency,  that  New  York  does  need  Fed- 
eral aid.  What  is  your  response  to  that  ? 

The  President.  In  the  first  place,  let  me  say  the  Federal  Government  does 
contribute  significantly  right  now  on  an  annual  basis  to  New  York.  New  York 
City's  budget  on  an  annual  basis  is  roughly  $12.2  billion  a  year.  The  Federal 
Government  contributes  approximately  25  percent  of  it.  So,  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment has  been  very  generous  with  New  York  City.  We  have  paid  25  percent  of 
the  costs  of  running  New  York  City  today. 

Now,  that  is  pretty  high.  I  happen  to  think  that  that  generosity  has  been,  in 
many  cases,  misapplied  by  the  responsible  public  officials  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  A  further  bailout  is  not  essential,  providing  the  local  people  do  the  things 
that  are  necessary. 

Now,  under  the  theory  that  was  set  forth  by  one  or  more  of  the  gentlemen 
you  mentioned,  under  that  theory,  the  more  you  spend  over  the  long  run,  that 
is  the  quickest  way  to  get  out  of  a  problem.  I  have  never  known  anybody  in 
private  business  or  any  family  or  any  church  or  any  government  that  followed 
that  theory  that  survived  very  well. 

It  sounds  good,  but  in  practicality  each  and  every  one  of  us  know  it  never 
works.  And  the  only  way  for  New  York  City  to  straighten  out  its  problems  is 
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to  tighten  its  belt.  And  if  they  haven't  done  it  enough,  and  if  they  do  it  right. 
New  York  City  can  get  straightened  out. 
Mr.  Klein.  Larry  Moore. 

SCHOOL  BUSING 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  school  busing  is  a  problem  affecting  Kansas  City  and 
many  other  cities  in  the  country.  You  have  not  exactly  endorsed  school  busing 
to  achieve  integration  in  the  schools,  but  at  the  same  time,  you  haven't  exacdy 
outlined  an  alternative.  What  hope  can  you  hold  out  for  cities  like  Kansas  City 
that  run  the  risk  of  losing  millions  of  dollars  in  Federal  aid  in  the  not  too 
distant  future  if  they  don't  use  school  busing  ? 

The  President.  Really,  I  have  spoken  out  consistently  and  for  some  time  on 
this  problem.  I  v^as  one  of  the  original  Members  of  the  House  or  the  Senate  that 
said  that  court-ordered  forced  busing  to  achieve  racial  balance  v^as  not  the  v^ay 
to  accomplish  quality  education. 

That  has  been  a  consistent  statement,  view,  policy  of  mine  for  a  number  of 
years.  I  believe  it  even  more  fervently  today  than  I  did  before.  So,  we  have  to 
start  out  with  the  assumption  that  education,  quality  education,  is  what  we  are 
all  seeking  to  accomplish. 

Now,  some  people  say  we  ought  to  spend  more  money,  and  I  think  there  are 
programs  where  you  can  spend  more  money  at  the  local  level  to  upgrade  schools 
in  disadvantaged  areas;  there  are  others  who  say  the  long-range  and,  even  to  a 
substantial  degree,  short-range  is  better  distribution  of  housing,  so  we  achieve 
integration  in  a  different  way  and  you  can  still  rely  on  the  neighborhood  school 
system. 

Dr.  Coleman,^  who  testified  before  the  Senate  Committee  on  Judiciary  just 
a  few  days  ago— he  had  some  thoughts  on  it.  And  it  is  interesting  that 
Dr.  Coleman,  who  was  an  initial  proponent  on  busing  to  achieve  quahty  educa- 
tion, has  now— after  studying  the  problem  in  a  number  of  cities— come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  is  not  the  answer. 

I  don't  think  there  is  any  patent  medicine  that  can  give  us  the  answer,  but  I 
think  we  ought  to  spend  whatever  money  is  necessary  for  what  we  call  magnet 
schools,  to  upgrade  teachers,  to  provide  better  facilities,  to  give  greater  freedom 
of  choice— these  are  the  kind  of  things  that  we  ought  to  push  hard. 

EDUCATION 

[3.]  Q.  There  are  those  who  say,  including  Congressman  Jerry  Litton  from 
Kansas  City,  that  a  separate  Department  of  Education  should  be  established, 

'James  S.  Coleman,  professor  of  sociology  at  the  University  of  Chicago. 
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taking  it  away  from  HEW.  Would  you  be  in  favor  of  establishing  a  separate 
Department  of  Education  to  handle  the  complex  problems  of  public  schools  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  that  in  and  of  itself  is  a  solution.  That  sounds 
good.  Maybe  it  ought  to  be  justified  on  other  grounds,  but  I  don't  think  it  is 
necessarily  the  answer  to  this  problem. 

Mr.  Klein.  Gentlemen,  our  time  is  limited.  Gil  Amundson. 

CANADIAN  OIL  AND  NATURAL  GAS 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  my  cities — Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul — much  of  that 
region  face  some  serious  economic  pressures  because  of  the  impending  cutoff  of 
oil  and  natural  gas  from  Canada.  It  means  we  will  have  to  bring  it  in  from  more 
expensive  sources.  And  the  shortage  of  natural  gas  could  even  lead  to  higher 
unemployment.  Has  the  Administration  given  this  any  attention  ? 

The  President.  We  certainly  have.  Our  Secretary  of  Interior  has  been  work- 
ing with  the  proper  officials  in  the  Government  of  Canada.  I  have  talked  to  the 
former  Natural  Resources  Minister,  Mr.  Macdonald.  We  have  groups  working 
together. 

As  I  understand  it,  Canada  has  agreed  not — for  the  next  12  months — to  have 
any  significant  change  in  the  supplies,  either  crude  oil  or  natural  gas. 

In  the  meantime.  Congress  has  to  pass  an  energy  program  so  we  can  solve  those 
problems  in  the  upper  tier,  the  northern  tier,  including  Minnesota,  Michigan, 
North  Dakota,  et  cetera.  If  we  can  get  a  bill  through  Congress  to  provide  more 
domestic  sources  of  energy — making  us  less  dependent  on  foreign  oil  cartels — the 
problems  of  Minnesota,  Michigan,  and  others  will  be  resolved. 

Mr.  Klein.  Ken  Jones. 

RONALD  REAGAN 

[5.]  Q.  There  is  a  story  in  the  Los  Angeles  Times  this  morning  that  your 
campaign  committee  has  or  is  about  to  ask  the  Federal  election  committee  to 
investigate  former  Governor  Ronald  Reagan,  that  he  is  an  acting  candidate,  that 
he  is  a  candidate  now.  Do  you  believe  he  is  a  candidate  ? 

The  President.  As  I  understand  it,  Ken,  technically  he  is  not,  no  more  so  than 
Governor  Wallace  is.  There  are  really  two  steps  as  the  law  has  been  written  and 
as  it  has  been  implemented.  Technically,  I  don't  believe  that  Governor  Reagan 
is  a  candidate,  and  I  certainly  will  give  him  or  any  others  in  similar  circumstances 
the  benefit  of  the  doubt.  I  don't  think  I  ought  to  argue  the  details  of  that.  That  is 
something  for  the  Federal  Election  Commission  to  decide,  and  I  am  sure 
they  will. 

Mr.  Klein.  Gabe  Pressman. 
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NEW  YORK  CITY 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  yesterday  you  noted  that  tens  of  millions  of  Americans 
have  entered  the  "Golden  Door"  in  search  of  liberty  through  New  York.  Since 
World  War  II,  there  has  been  a  tremendous  migration  within  this  country  of 
Puerto  Ricans  and  of  black  Americans  up  to  New  York  from  the  South.  New 
York  has  a  tremendous  welfare  bill,  and  while  we  get  some  help  from  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  we  foot  an  awful  lot  of  that  bill  ourselves.  Do  you  think  it  is 
time  the  Federal  Government  did  more  to  help  us  in  that  regard  ? 

The  President.  Gabe,  the  Federal  Government  pays  at  least  50  percent  of  the 
welfare  bill  in  the  city  of  New  York.  We  are  very  substantial  contributors.  The 
extra  benefits  over  and  above  the  Federal  payment  is  a  decision  made  itself  by 
the  city  of  New  York  or  the  State  of  New  York. 

We  are  in  the  process,  quite  frankly,  Gabe,  of  reviewing  the  whole  welfare 
program.  There  are  so  many  pieces  and  parts  of  it,  it  is  so  uncoordinated,  we 
either  have  to  junk  it  all  and  come  up  with  a  new  one  or  we  have  to  find  ways 
as  an  alternative  to  tighten  up  to  give  more  to  the  people  who  deserve  it  and  less 
or  nothing  to  the  people  who  don't.  And  this  is  the  problem  we  are  facing,  and 
we  hope  to  do  something  about  it. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  taxpayers  of  New  York  should  be  punished  for  their 
compassion  to  fellow  Americans  ? 

The  President.  We  all  have  to  live  within  our  income,  Gabe,  and  if  they 
have  been  overly  generous  over  and  above  what  the  Federal  Government  con- 
tributes, I  think  they  have  to  be  faulted. 

Mr.  Klein.  Alan  Smith. 

THE   MIDDLE   EAST 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  we  don't  have  much  time,  and  this  program  has  been 
devoted  primarily  to  the  cities — that's  as  it's  billed.  However,  I  would  be  remiss 
if  I  didn't  mention  another  November  30  deadline,  the  end  of  the  U.N.  mandate 
in  the  Golan  Heights.  Inasmuch  as  President  Sadat  of  Egypt  is  in  this  country 
now,  might  we  expect  some  announcement  from  you  or  from  Secretary  Kis- 
singer in  the  not-too-distant  future  about  any  potential  for  movement  toward  an 
accord  between  Syria  and  Israel  ? 

The  President.  I  have  said  that  the  United  States  will  not  tolerate  stagnation 
or  stalemate  in  the  Middle  East.  I  meant  it.  We  are  hoping  that  the  parties 
involved  in  that  area  of  the  world  will  participate  in  preliminary  negotiations, 
discussions,  because  we  do  have  to  go  from  the  Sinai  step  to  another  step  or  to  an 
overall.  And  they  all  understand  it.  We  are  anxious  that  it  take  place,  but  we 
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are  not  in  a  position  to  tell  them  precisely  where  or  when.  We  are  going  to  keep 
the  pressure  on. 

Q.  We  do  have  that  November  30  Golan  Heights  date. 

The  President.  Well,  that  is  a  decision  under  UNDOF  [United  Nations  Dis- 
engagement Observer  Force]  for  Syria  to  make  its  decision.  We  hope,  of  course, 
that  Syria  will  be  responsive  to  an  extension  of  it.  We  certainly  will  do  our  best 
to  give  assurances  that  there  will  be  the  right  kind  of  movement  in  the  diplomatic 
field  to  convince  them  that  they  ought  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Klein.  We  have  less  than  a  minute. 

FBI  DIRECTOR  KELLEY 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  crime  is  a  problem  in  our  cities,  of  course,  and  the 
news  media  reports  in  St.  Louis  are  saying  the  top  White  House  people  do  not 
Uke  the  job  that  Clarence  Kelley  is  doing  as  head  of  the  FBI.  What  is  your  assess- 
ment of  Clarence  Kelley  as  Director  of  the  FBI  ? 

The  President.  I  think  he  is  a  first-class  Director  of  the  FBI.  And  I  read 
some  of  these  rumor  stories,  and  I  sought  to  hit  them  hard  and  to  reassure  him 
that  he  has  done  and  is  doing  a  first-class  job.  Well,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  way  he  is  running  the  FBI,  and  I  have  so  told  him. 

Mr.  Klein.  Time  has  gone  rapidly,  Mr.  President.  There  are  other  topics  we 
would  Uke  to  have  covered.  We  would  like  on  behalf  of  Metromedia  and  our 
news  audience  to  thank  you  very  much  for  joining  us  tonight. 

The  President.  Thank  you  very  much.  Herb.  Thank  all  of  you. 

note:  The  interview  began  at  7:44  a.m.  in  the  Santa  Monica  Room  at  the  Century  Plaza  Hotel.  It  was  taped 
for  broadcast  the  evening  of  the  same  day. 

649 

Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Proposing  Legislation  to  Fund 

Security  Assistance  Programs.     October  30,  1975 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  sent  to  the  Congress  on  May  15  draft  legislation  to  authorize  foreign  assist- 
ance programs  for  fiscal  years  1976  and  1977,  and  for  the  transition  period  July  1, 
1976,  through  September  30, 1976.  At  that  time,  because  of  uncertainties  caused 
by  changing  events,  particularly  in  the  Middle  East  and  Indochina,  I  was  unable 
to  propose  specific  amounts  for  security  assistance  programs.  I  said  I  would 
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return  to  the  Congress  with  specific  proposals  for  these  programs  as  soon  as 
possible. 

The  review  of  security  assistance  programs  now  has  been  completed  and  my 
revisions  to  the  draft  legislation  are  being  transmitted  today.  My  initial  legisla- 
tive proposal  was  printed  in  the  House  of  Representatives  as  House  Document 
No.  94-158  and  was  introduced  in  the  Senate  as  S.  1816.  The  revisions  trans- 
mitted with  this  message  will  supersede  sections  10,  11,  12,  15,  16,  17  and  18 
of  that  proposal. 

The  world  is  different  and  far  more  complex  than  the  world  we  knew  in  the 
1950's.  So  are  the  problems  confronting  it.  However,  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment still  has  a  primary  responsibility  to  take  the  lead  in  creating  conditions 
which  will  insure  justice,  international  cooperation  and  enduring  peace.  The 
program  of  security  assistance  I  am  transmitting  today  will  contribute  sig- 
nificantly toward  meeting  this  responsibility. 

Peace  in  the  Middle  East 

Nothing  so  underscores  how  essential  the  American  peacekeeping  role  is  than 
our  current  efforts  in  the  Middle  East.  Since  the  October  1973  War,  our  Middle 
East  policy  has  been  based  on  the  following  three  principles. 

— First,  a  firm  resolution  to  work  for  a  just  and  lasting  settlement  of  the 
Arab-Israeli  conflict  taking  into  account  the  legitimate  interests  of  all  states  and 
peoples  in  the  area,  including  the  Palestinians. 

— Second,  a  commitment  to  the  improvement  of  our  relations  with  all  the 
states  of  the  Middle  East  on  a  bilateral  basis,  maintaining  our  support  for 
Israel's  security  while  strengthening  our  relations  with  the  Arab  countries. 

— Third,  continued  dedication  to  avoiding  great  power  confrontation  in  the 
Middle  East. 

The  October  1973  War  was  the  fourth,  and  most  devastating,  round  of  hos- 
tilities between  Arab  and  Israeli  forces.  Moreover,  the  impact  of  this  last 
collision  between  opposing  forces  was  not  confined  to  the  Middle  East.  The 
spectre  of  armed  confrontation  between  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union 
hung  over  the  crisis.  Disruption  of  the  economies  of  Western  Europe,  Japan  and 
other  nations  was  an  important  by-product  of  the  conflict.  In  addition,  the 
likeUhood  existed  that  the  period  immediately  after  October  1973  would  merely 
represent  a  pause  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  rounds  of  conflict. 

The  quest  for  peace  in  the  area  was  of  the  highest  priority.  Our  most  imme- 
diate objective  was  to  encourage  the  disengagement  of  the  contending  miUtary 
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forces.  Disengagement  was  accomplished  in  1974.  This  year,  we  dedicated  our- 
selves to  the  goal  of  withdrawal  in  the  Sinai — and  an  agreement  was  negotiated 
as  a  result  of  the  efforts  of  Secretary  of  State  Kissinger.  We  believe  that  the 
step-by-step  approach  to  negotiations  offers  the  best  prospects  for  establishing 
an  enduring  peace  in  the  region.  We  expect  to  proceed  on  an  incremental  basis 
to  the  next  stage  of  negotiation  within  the  near  future. 

I  believe  the  hope  for  a  lasting  solution  to  the  Arab-Israeli  dispute  is  stronger 
today  than  at  any  time  in  the  previous  quarter  century.  A  new  era  also  is  opening 
in  our  relations  with  Arabs  and  Israelis.  This  security  assistance  program  will 
give  substance  to  these  new  relationships  and  help  preserve  the  momentum 
toward  peace. 

My  proposals  have  three  basic  purposes: 

— First,  to  provide  Israel  with  the  assistance  needed  to  maintain  security  and 
to  persevere  in  the  negotiating  process. 

— Second,  to  give  tangible  expression  to  our  new  and  fruitful  relations  with 
the  Arab  nations  most  directly  involved  and  to  encourage  those  which  are  seri- 
ously prepared  to  work  for  peace. 

— Third,  to  encourage  the  peaceful  development  of  the  area,  thereby  reducing 
the  incentives  to  violence  and  conflict. 

The  Security  Assistance  Program  I  am  transmitting  to  Congress  is  heavily 
weighted  with  requirements  to  sustain  the  peace  in  the  Middle  East.  Fully  70 
percent  of  the  program  for  fiscal  year  1976  is  to  be  concentrated  in  this  region. 

It  proposes: 

— For  Israel,  $740  million  in  security  supporting  assistance  and  $1,500  million 
in  mihtary  credits.  Israel's  ability  to  defend  herself  and  to  relieve  some  of  the 
burdens  of  her  defense  reduces  the  prospect  of  new  conflict  in  the  Middle  East. 

— For  Egypt,  $750  million  in  supporting  assistance.  Egypt  has  made  the  bold 
decision  to  move  from  confrontation  to  negotiation  as  a  means  of  resolving  the 
Arab-Israeli  dispute.  Its  leaders  also  must  cope  with  serious  economic  problems 
whose  resolution  the  United  States  is  in  a  position  to  assist. 

— For  Jordan,  $100  miUion  in  military  assistance  grants,  $78  million  in  security 
supporting  assistance,  and  $75  million  in  militarv  credit  sales.  This  assistance 
will  strengthen  Jordan's  ability  to  hold  to  the  course  of  moderation  it  has  con- 
sistently followed. 

— For  Syria,  $90  miUion  in  security  supporting  assistance.  This  assistance  will 
enable  our  development  cooperation  with  Syria  to  go  forward,  furthering  our 
efforts  to  re-estabhsh  more  normal  bilateral  relations. 

— In  addition,  I  am  recommending  a  Special  Requirements  Fund  this  fiscal 
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year  of  $50  million.  The  fund  is  to  be  used  to  reinforce  the  peace  process  in  the 
area  and,  in  particular,  to  defray  the  costs  of  stationing  American  civilian  tech- 
nicians in  the  Sinai  area. 

All  of  this  aid  will  contribute  to  the  confidence  that  Middle  Eastern  nations 
must  have  in  the  United  States  if  we  art  to  maintain  our  momentum  tov^ard 
peace. 

East  Asia 

The  collapse  of  friendly  governments  in  Indochina  has  necessitated  a  thorough 
review^  of  the  situation  and  of  our  policies  and  objectives  throughout  East  Asia. 
The  program  I  am  proposing  therefore  recognizes  the  new  realities  as  well  as 
our  enduring  responsibiUties  as  a  leading  participant  in  the  affairs  of  the  Asia 
Pacific  region.  For  the  first  time,  military  sales  credits  exceed  grants  in  our 
proposals  for  security  assistance  to  Asian  countries.  These  proposals  include 
Foreign  Military  Sales  credits  in  the  amount  of  $80  million  for  the  Republic 
of  China,  $126  million  for  Korea,  and  $37  milUon  for  Thailand,  with  smaller 
but  no  less  significant  amounts  for  Indonesia,  Malaysia,  and  the  Philippines. 
Grant  assistance  programs  include  $19  million  for  Indonesia,  $74  million  for 
Korea,  $20  milHon  for  the  Philippines,  and  $28  million  for  Thailand.  This 
funding  pattern  reflects  the  improved  economic  circumstances  of  several  of  our 
alHes,  their  decreasing  dependence  on  grant  aid,  and  a  greater  ability  to  pay 
for  defense  purchases  on  a  deferred  basis. 

Europe 

The  program  that  I  am  proposing  for  Europe  is  focussed  primarily  on  two 
countries  with  whom  the  United  States  shares  extraordinary  mutual  defense 
interests:  Greece  and  Turkey.  For  Greece,  I  am  proposing  more  than  $50  mil- 
lion in  MAP  and  $110  milUon  in  FMS  credits.  Over  the  same  period,  Turkey 
would  receive  $75  million  in  MAP  and  $130  million  in  FMS  credits.  These 
amounts  take  into  consideration  urgent  needs  for  defense  articles  and  services 
on  the  part  of  these  two  important  NATO  allies.  Implementation  of  the  respec- 
tive programs  would  allow  the  United  States  to  resume  its  traditional  coopera- 
tive role  following  the  unfortunate  disruptions  occasioned  by  the  Cyprus  crisis. 
In  this  traditional  role,  the  United  States  can  work  more  effectively  to  alleviate 
regional  tensions  and  rectify  recent  misunderstandings  which  have  had  an 
adverse  impact  on  the  interests  of  all  our  European  allies. 
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Africa  and  Latin  America 

In  these  two  geographic  areas  where  there  were  widespread  special  develop- 
ment problems,  I  am  proposing  security  assistance  programs  with  emphasis  on 
training  as  a  common  denominator.  While  the  training  programs  are  not  individ- 
ually costly,  the  fact  that  they  are  distributed  among  many  countries  should  con- 
tribute to  the  strengthening  of  our  regional  relations  well  beyond  the  military 
sector.  The  only  significant  MAP  proposal  in  either  area  involves  a  $12  million 
program  for  Ethiopia,  where  we  have  been  committed  to  an  armed  forces 
modernization  program  of  reasonable  dimensions.  No  other  grant  aid  funds  are 
envisioned  elsewhere  in  Africa.  MAP  proposals  throughout  Latin  America  are 
confined  to  small  sums,  mainly  for  vehicles,  communications  equipment  and 
spare  parts.  FMS  credits  for  Latin  America  are  proposed  in  amounts  com- 
mensurate with  the  relative  sizes  of  the  recipients'  armed  forces,  their  repay- 
ment ability  and  overall  development  needs.  In  Africa,  the  only  significant 
FMS  credit  proposals  are  $10  milUon  for  Ethiopia  and  $19  million  for  Zaire. 

Security  Supporting  Assistance 

Aside  from  the  special  programs  for  the  Middle  East  states  which  I  have 
described  previously,  my  proposals  for  security  supporting  assistance  include  $35 
million  for  Cyprus,  including  $10  million  for  the  United  Nations  Forces  there, 
$55  million  for  Portugal,  $65  million  for  Greece,  and  $23  million  for  Zaire. 
Other  small  programs  and  administrative  expenses  will  total  $33  million.  In  all 
instances,  these  programs  reflect  enlightened  self-interest  for  the  United  States 
and  a  carefully  documented  need. 

Conclusion 

While  the  extraordinary  recent  developments  in  Indochina  and  the  Middle 
East  have  necessitated  a  re-examination  of  our  policies  and  changes  in  the  focus 
of  our  security  assistance  programs,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  bilateral  and 
multilateral  cooperation  in  the  defense  sector  remains  a  vital  and  necessary  com- 
ponent of  American  foreign  policy.  The  proposals  that  I  am  now  able  to  make 
after  this  reappraisal  are  addressed  specifically  to  a  new  global  situation  and  to 
the  extraordinary  challenges  and  opportunities  confronting  us  in  the  interna- 
tional sphere.  Just  as  it  would  be  a  grievous  mistake  to  base  our  current  and 
future  security  assistance  programs  on  the  precepts  of  the  past,  it  would  be  an 
even  greater  error  to  ignore  our  enduring  responsibilities  as  a  major  world 
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power  by  failing  to  exploit  these  opportunities.  After  twenty-five  years  of  seem- 
ingly irreconcilable  differences,  two  parties  to  the  Middle  East  dispute  at  last 
have  taken  a  decisive  stride  toward  settling  their  differences,  in  joint  reliance  on 
our  good  offices  and  continuing  support.  In  the  strategic  Eastern  Mediterranean, 
two  of  our  long-standing  NATO  allies  look  to  us  for  a  tangible  sign  of  renewed 
support  and  traditional  friendship.  In  East  Asia,  friends  and  aUies  are  anxiously 
awaiting  evidence  that  the  United  States  intends  to  maintain  its  stabilizing  role 
in  Pacific  affairs. 

Development  Assistance 

I  am  also  pleased  to  note  the  progress  made  by  the  Congress  on  H.R.  9005,  the 
International  Development  and  Food  Assistance  Act  of  1975,  which  authorizes 
funds  for  our  development  and  disaster  assistance  programs.  Although  we  have 
minor  differences  with  the  Congress  on  the  formulation  of  this  legislation,  I 
expect  these  to  be  resolved  in  the  legislative  process.  The  244-155  vote  in  the 
House  clearly  indicates  that  the  Congress  and  the  Executive  Branch  jointly 
endorse  the  current  reorientation  of  our  bilateral  development  assistance  pro- 
gram focusing  on  basic  human  problems  in  the  poor  countries. 

We  must  reaffirm  our  humanitarian  commitment  to  some  800  million  people 
in  the  Third  and  Fourth  World,  who  live  in  poverty,  facing  the  daily  reality  of 
hunger  and  malnutrition  without  access  to  adequate  health  and  education 
services  and  with  limited  productive  employment.  Improving  the  quality  of  life 
for  one-third  of  mankind  living  in  conditions  of  despair  has  become  a  universal 
political  demand,  a  technical  possibility,  and  a  moral  imperative. 

Our  foreign  assistance  programs,  both  development  and  security,  are  essential 
for  achieving  world  peace  and  for  supporting  an  expanding  international  econ- 
omy which  benefits  all  nations.  Our  national  security  and  economic  well-being 
in  a  world  more  interdependent  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  mankind 
warrant  the  fullest  support  of  the  American  people  and  the  Congress  for  our 
foreign  assistance  programs. 

In  regard  to  the  impact  of  these  proposals  on  overall  federal  budget  levels,  I 
fully  recognize  the  proposed  amounts  are  substantial.  I  should  emphasize,  how- 
ever, that  total  fiscal  year  1976  expenditures  for  all  types  of  foreign  aid  includ- 
ing economic  and  military  will  still  be  roughly  ten  percent  below  the  amounts 
originally  contained  in  my  January  budget  because  of  the  withdrawal  of  the 
request  for  Indochina  funding. 

I  am  confident  the  Congress  shares  my  desire  to  see  the  United  States  continue 
to  manifest  to  all  nations  its  determination  to  play  a  role  in  the  search  for  a 
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more  secure  international  environment  which  is  worthy  of  its  greatness  as  a 
nation. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
October  30,  1975. 

650 

Remarks  in  San  Francisco  at  a  Republican  Party  Fundraising 
Luncheon.     October  30 ,  1975 

Ben,  Archbishop  McGuc\en,  my  former  colleagues  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, Don  Clausen  and  Andy  Hinshaw,  my  very  good  friend  Ev  Younger,  Paul 
H aerie,  Margaret  Broc\,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

It  is  a  great  privilege  and  a  very  high  honor  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
participating  in  this  really  unbelievable  luncheon. 

I  think  most  of  you  know  that  I  have  always  enjoyed  coming  back  to  Cali- 
fornia, particularly  when  it  is  so  close  to  October  31 — [laughter^ — a  very  special 
time  when  we  observe  the  mysterious  and  supernatural,  when  people  tell  strange 
tales  about  big,  empty  houses  where  rooms  lay  ghostly  silent,  where  lights  are 
never  seen,  and  where  mortals  never  tread.  In  most  places  it  is  called  Halloween. 
In  California  it  is  called  the  Governor's  Mansion.  [Laughter'] 

But  may  I  say  most  seriously  that  I  can't  thank  Ben  Biaggini  sufficiently  for  his 
chairmanship  of  this  superlative  luncheon.  Ben,  I  am  most  grateful,  and  I  say  it 
on  behalf  of  all  of  us  who  are  on  the  firing  line  trying  to  achieve  and  accomplish 
what  you  and  all  of  these  fine  people  represent. 

But  may  I  express  to  all  of  you  who  are  here,  who  have  contributed,  who  are 
not  only  here  in  your  presence  but  with  your  contributions,  we  can  do  the  job 
better  with  this  kind  of  support,  and  I  thank  you  very,  very  much. 

I  think  it  would  be  appropriate  to  make  one  observation.  We  have  a  lady  in 
this  audience  this  afternoon  who  has  really  reached  a  milestone  in  1975 — ^her 
100th  birthday  anniversary,  Mrs.  Alma  Walker,  Table  25.  We  should  give  her  a 
great  big  hand. 

A  visit  to  San  Francisco  never  fails  to  bolster  my  optimism,  and  what  I  see 
here  today  verifies  it  without  any  question.  When  I  returned  from  the  Pacific  in 
1945  and  saw  the  Golden  Gate,  I  realized  that  I,  too,  had  left  my  heart  in  San 
Francisco. 

Next  year  marks  the  70th  anniversary  of  the  San  Francisco  fire.  San  Francisco 
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passed  the  ultimate  test  of  the  recuperative  power  of  an  American  city.  Local 
courage  and  local  determination  prevailed.  The  reconstruction  of  San  Francisco 
v^as  not  a  Federal  bailout;  it  v^as  a  local  undertaking.  [Laughter^  It  was  the 
work  of  dedicated  San  Franciscans. 

American  cities  which  are  now  quaking  from  financial  fears  arising  from 
faults  in  their  own  fiscal  policies  can  today  profit  from  the  example  set  by  San 
Francisco.  California  actually  has  shown  the  world  what  Americans  can  do.  It 
has  demonstrated  the  unique  California  spirit  of  "can  do"  and  the  unique 
Republican  spirit  of  "can  do."  I  have  a  full,  full  confidence  in  the  capability  of 
the  American  economic  system  to  come  back,  just  as  San  Francisco  demon- 
strated that  a  city  can  come  back.  We  have  had  a  tough  14  months  in  this  country, 
economic  problems  that  would  have  discouraged  many  and  caused  expedient 
answers  to  problems  that  needed  to  be  solved  by  sound  solutions. 

Last  January,  in  my  first  State  of  the  Union  Message  to  the  Congress,  I  re- 
ported, as  Don  and  Andy  know,  that  the  state  of  our  economy  was  not  good. 
Today  I  can  say  that  our  economy  is  moving  up,  not  down— forward  and  not 
back.  And  that  is  because  of  good  policies  and  dedication  and  strength  of  the 
American  people.  And  I  thank  214  million  Americans  for  standing  steady  in 
their  great  adversity. 

Let  me  cite  a  few  examples,  if  I  might.  Our  gross  national  product  for  the 
third  quarter  increased  in  real  terms— to  an  annually  adjusted  rate  of  11.2  per- 
cent. This  was  the  greatest  quarterly  increase  since  1955. 

The  industrial  production  index  rose  at  an  annual  rate  of  20  percent  between 
June  and  September,  and  some  recently  released  figures  indicated  that  pro- 
ductivity in  our  society  has  really  surged  forward  under  the  stimulant  of  a  free 
enterprise  system  and  the  competition  that  we  face  from  abroad,  as  well  as  with 
ourselves. 

The  total  number  of  people  employed  went  up  between  March  and  September 
of  this  year  by  1,769,000.  This  is  real  progress.  It  means  a  paycheck  and  dignity 
to  1,769,000  individuals,  to  their  families,  and  real  strength  to  the  entire  American 
economy. 

Unemployment  dropped  from  9.2  percent  in  May  to  8.3  percent  in  September. 
Let  me  say  categorically,  emphatically,  there  is  no  rate  of  unemployment  that  I 
consider  acceptable  as  long  as  any  American  wants  to  work  and  can't  find  a 
job.  But  unemployment  is  going  down,  and  it  will  continue  to  go  down  with 
the  kind  of  right,  solid  policies  that  we  are  pursuing  in  the  Nation's  Capital. 

Inflation  has  been  reduced  from  an  annual  rate  of  12.2  percent  in  1974  to  6.8 
percent  so  far  in  1975.  We  have  reduced  the  rate  of  inflation  by  almost  half.  That 
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is  not  good  enough,  but  we  are  doing  better  than  the  experts  predicted  or  fore- 
cast. And  I  will  stick  my  neck  out  and  say  we  will  continue  to  do  better  and 
better  and  better.  Every  economic  indicator  suggests  that  we  have  already  been 
on  the  road  to  recovery  for  approximately  6  months. 

But  we  must  not  allow  a  resurgence  of  the  double-digit  inflation  which  did  so 
much  damage  to  our  economy  in  recent  years. 

Two  consecutive  Federal  deficits  of  $60  billion  or  more  are  bound  to  rekindle 
inflation  in  this  great  country.  That  is  why  I  have  insisted  that  the  Congress 
reduce  Federal  spending  by  $28  billion  while  at  the  same  time  reducing  taxes 
by  an  equal  amount— $28  billion.  Now,  if  the  Congress  would  cooperate  by 
combining  a  tax  cut  and  a  reduction  in  the  growth  of  Federal  spending,  we  could 
sharply  cut  the  Federal  deficit  for  the  fiscal  year  1977  while  providing  equitable 
and  permanent  tax  reduction  and  relief  in  the  right  way. 

I  call  upon  the  Congress  to  meet  this  challenge.  It  is  fair,  it  is  right,  it  is  good 
for  America.  When  I  hear  the  howls  and  screams  and  attitudes  that  we  can't  do 
it,  the  rules  of  the  House  or  the  Senate  won't  permit  it,  or  this  excuse  or  that 
excuse,  that  is  not  acceptable  when  we  have  a  good  program  that  is  good  for  the 
country. 

I  know  that  Don  and  Andy  and  our  delegation  in  California  understand,  as 
I  do,  that  it  is  "do-able,"  it  can  be  accomplished.  I  just  hope  that  you  communicate 
with  those  who  say  it  can't  be  done.  It  can  and  must  be  done  for  the  benefit  of 
the  country. 

Now,  to  keep  the  economy  moving  in  the  right  direction,  this  tax  cut  is  essen- 
tial, especially  for  those  in  the  broad,  middle-income  area,  those  who  have 
suffered  the  most  with  the  inequitable  tax  policies  we  have  had  in  this  country 
for  too  long  a  time. 

To  make  sure  that  a  tax  cut  will  not  add  to  inflationary  pressures,  we  must 
have  this  budget  reduction.  The  combination  is  the  key  to  it  all. 

Do  you  realize  that  if  we  don't  change  the  law  and  if  no  other  action  is 
taken,  in  a  period  of  12  months  there  will  be  a  $50  billion  increase  in  Federal 
spending,  period. 

I  think  we  checked  the  figures,  and  that  is  five  times  the  total  expenditures 
for  the  great  State  of  California  on  an  annual  basis.  That  is  just  the  growth  in 
Federal  spending. 

So,  what  we  are  trying  to  do  is  to  combine  equity  in  a  tax  reduction  and  a 
lid  on  the  spending  trends  in  the  Federal  Government. 

Well  fortunately,  aside  from  that,  we  have  begun  to  see  more  and  more  good 
economic  news.  Coming  from  the  State  that  I  come  from — but  I  understand 
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you  make  more  automobiles  in  California  than  we  do  in  Michigan — [laugh- 
ter]— I  am  delighted  at  the  great  upsurge  in  automobile  buying  and  the  popu- 
larity of  new  American  cars  that  use  less  gas.  The  1976  models  average  nearly 
13  percent  better  in  fuel  economy  than  last  year's  cars.  This  is  on  top  of  an 
improvement  of  almost  14  percent  from  74  through  75. 

It  is  an  interesting  statistic,  but  I  think  it  shows  the  ingenuity  of  the  American 
businessman  to  meet  a  challenge.  This  increase  in  efficiency  means  that  if 
every  car  in  America  operated  with  fuel  efficiency  of  the  average  of  the  1976 
model,  America  would  save  17  billion  gallons  of  gasoline  each  year.  Even  more 
significant,  American  motorists  would  save  nearly  $11  bilUon  in  the  cost  of 
gasoline  each  year. 

We  have  also  had  a  turnaround  from  the  danger  of  large  foreign  trade 
deficits.  We  are  now  achieving  $1  bilHon  a  month  U.S.  trade  surplus,  and  we 
have  accomplished  this  change  from  a  year  ago  for  the  last  8  consecutive 
months,  an  average  of  $1  billion  trade  surplus  for  America. 

We  should  be  proud  that  we  are  competitive  in  the  world,  and  this  is  the  best 
indicator  of  America's  products,  America's  ingenuity,  and  America's  labor. 
But  we  are  not  only  progressing  at  home  but  also  advancing  into  a  stronger 
position  internationally. 

Thirty  years  ago  this  month,  the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations,  drafted 
here  in  San  Francisco,  went  into  effect.  This  charter  pledged  that  the  peoples 
of  the  United  Nations  were  determined  to  reaffirm  faith  in  the  fundamental 
human  rights,  in  the  dignity  and  the  worth  of  the  human  persons,  in  the  equal 
rights  of  men  and  women  and  the  nations  large  and  small. 

The  American  people  firmly  believe  in  these  principles,  and  we  have  had 
great  hopes  for  the  United  Nations  in  the  generation  since  then.  The  United 
States  has  always  acted  in  the  U.N.  to  defend  these  principles. 

At  the  beginning  of  September  of  1975,  the  Seventh  Special  Session  of  the 
General  Assembly  took  place  on  the  subject  of  economic  development  and 
global  cooperation.  The  United  States  assumed  a  firm  leadership  role  at  this 
session.  We  made  clear  that  economic  pressures  and  attempts  at  economic 
blackmail  would  never  succeed.  Instead,  if  any  nations,  rich  or  poor,  were 
going  to  achieve  their  objectives  of  progress  and  well-being,  the  only  possible 
approach  was  realism  and  a  cooperative  attitude. 

In  this  spirit,  the  United  States  offered  a  series  of  constructive  and  realistic 
proposals,  in  whose  implementation  the  other  nations  would  share  a  respon- 
sibility. Our  proposals  formed  the  basis  of  recommendations  that  were  finally 
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adopted  at  the  end  of  that  session  by  the  world  community.  This  was  an 
extraordinary  example  of  reasoned  deliberation^  consensus,  and  practical  action. 

There  have  been  other  encouraging  developments.  The  U.N.  Security  Council 
recently  renewed  the  mandate  of  the  U.N.  emergency  force  in  the  Sinai,  with 
a  minimum  of  debate  and  acrimony.  This  force  is  vital  to  the  maintenance  of 
peace  and  of  our  efforts  for  further  diplomatic  progress  in  that  turbulent  area 
of  the  world. 

The  original  peacekeeping  role  of  the  U.N.  is  more  important  now  than 
perhaps  at  any  time  in  the  history  of  the  United  Nations.  That  is  why  we  are 
disturbed  by  signs  of  contrary  trends  and  actions  in  that  world  body. 

We  have  seen  bloc  voting,  one-sided  resolutions,  and  violations  of  fair  proce- 
dures and  principles  of  the  United  Nations  Charter.  We  have  seen  attempts  to 
interfere,  for  example,  in  the  affairs  of  Puerto  Rico,  flouting  the  clearly  expressed 
will  of  the  Puerto  Rican  people.  And  we  have  seen  a  committee  of  the  United 
Nations  vote  to  characterize  Zionism  as  a  form  of  racism. 

The  United  States,  through  Secretary  Kissinger  and  Ambassador  Moynihan, 
has  made  it  clear  that  this  resolution  undermines  the  United  Nations'  necessary 
and  valuable  campaign  against  racial  discrimination  and  threatens  the  U.N.'s 
crucial  role  as  a  mediator  in  the  Middle  East.  I  take  grave  exception  to  any  action 
that  weakens  the  United  Nations  as  an  effective  forum  for  peaceful  settlement 
of  disputes.  The  United  States  deplores  this  resolution  in  the  strongest  possible 
terms  and  will  work  for  its  defeat  if  it  comes  before  the  General  Assembly. 

The  U.N.  Charter  sets  a  standard  in  the  basic  truth  that  diversity  of  principles 
and  beliefs  must  be  respected.  We  believe  in  this  truth  and  will  defend  our  values 
and  our  principles  in  the  U.N.  without  any  apology  whatsoever.  We  will  par- 
ticipate constructively  in  U.N.  deliberations  and  actions,  and  we  expect  to  be 
met  in  the  very  same  spirit  by  others.  That  is  my  position,  and  I  believe  it 
represents  the  views  and  the  attitudes  of  214  miUion  Americans. 

In  my  Administration,  America  will  hold  its  head  high  in  the  world.  We  are 
proud  of  the  contribution  this  country  has  made  for  peace.  And  I  promise  you 
our  efforts  and  our  determination  in  this  area  will  never,  never  falter. 

Earlier  this  week  I  had  several  very  important  meetings  with  President  Sadat 
of  Egypt.  His  visit — the  first  time  a  President  of  Egypt  has  ever  come  to  the 
United  States — is  one  of  the  most  significant  new  developments  in  international 
affairs. 

American  concern  for  the  Middle  East  is  not  a  matter  of  choice,  but  a  matter 
of  vital  necessity.  It  is  a  strategic  part  of  the  world  and  the  source  of  a  significant 
and  growing  portion  of  our  energy  resources  and  those  of  Western  Europe  and 
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Japan.  We  want  to  maintain  and  encourage  our  friendly  relations  with  the  150 
milUon  people  of  the  Arab  world.  And  we  have  a  basic  moral  commitment  to 
the  survival  and  security — and  I  say  this  with  emphasis — of  the  State  of  Israel. 

The  October  1973  war  and  oil  embargo  taught  us  that  conflict  in  the  Middle 
East  can  quickly  spread  and  cause  serious  international  repercussions.  Therefore, 
our  success  in  beginning  the  process  of  negotiations  toward  peace  serves  the  vital 
interest  of  this  country  while  contributing  to  the  well-being  of  the  peoples  of 
the  Middle  East  and  peace  of  the  world  as  a  whole. 

The  recent  Sinai  agreement  between  Egypt  on  the  one  hand  and  Israel  on  the 
other  will  maintain  the  momentum  of  this  peacemaking  process.  There  is  a  long, 
long,  hard  road  ahead,  with  many  pitfalls,  but  I  intend  to  continue  what  may 
prove  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  achievements  of  American  foreign  policy 
in  a  generation.  We  Americans — and  I  mean  all  inclusively — are  writing  a  page 
of  world  history  that  we  can  all  be  proud  of. 

And  as  I  look  around  the  world,  I  see  our  alliances  with  the  Atlantic  Com- 
munity and  Japan  in  better  shape  than  at  any  time  in  the  last  decade.  And  I 
thank  all  of  you  in  this  great  Bay  Area  for  the  hospitality  and  thoughtf ulness  you 
showed  to  our  distinguished  guests,  the  Emperor  and  the  Empress  of  Japan.  Our 
cooperation  on  defense  matters  in  these  areas — the  Atlantic  Community  and 
Japan — our  cooperation  is  sound,  effective,  and  constantly  being  improved. 

But  Allied  cooperation  goes  far  beyond  national  security  and  defense.  It 
reaches  out  to  include  new  areas  of  energy  cooperation  and  now  intensive  con- 
sultation to  expedite  our  economic  recovery. 

In  2  weeks  I  will  meet  in  Paris  with  the  leaders  of  the  large  industrial  nations 
of  the  free  world  in  an  economic  summit.  If  we  all  coordinate  our  strategies  for 
economic  recovery,  it  is  obvious  that  our  joint  efforts  will  reinforce  one  another 
and  benefit  the  peoples  of  all  free  nations. 

The  strength  and  solidarity  of  the  free  world,  in  my  view,  is  the  only  basis 
for  seeking  a  reduction  of  tensions  with  our  Communist  adversaries.  It  is  not 
we  who  want  confrontations.  And  I  have  made  it  clear  that  my  Administration 
will  maintain  a  national  defense  second  to  none,  and  I  will  defend  the  defense 
budget  against  all  dangerous  and  ill-considered  attacks  or  cutbacks.  May  I  say 
parenthetically,  I  will  resist  just  as  strongly  those  who  want  to  dismantle  our 
intelligence-gathering  community,  which  is  a  bulwark  of  America's  strength. 
And  in  dealing  with  any  or  all  nations,  I  have  made  it  clear  that  when  we,  the 
United  States,  are  challenged,  we  will  respond  with  resolution. 

We  have  a  stable  relationship  of  mutual  respect  with  the  People's  Republic 
of  China.  My  visit  there  this  year  in  a  few  weeks  will  be  an  undeniable  demon- 
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stration  of  the  continuity  of  our  new  relationship,  on  the  basis  of  the  principles 
of  the  Shanghai  communique. 

With  the  Soviet  Union,  we  will  pursue  practical  agreements  where  it  serves 
our  mutual  interest  as  a  two-way  street.  In  SALT,  the  strategic  arms  limitation 
area,  we  will  negotiate  a  balanced  and  reUable  agreement  limiting  strategic 
arms  on  both  sides.  It  will  follow  the  principles  of  equality.  I  want  a  good 
agreement.  If  it  takes  a  little  more  time  to  negotiate  a  good  agreement,  I  will 
spend  that  time.  I  will  not  be  rushed  by  any  artificial  deadlines. 

Earlier  this  month  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  signed  a  5-year 
agreement  for  grain  purchases.  We  had  gone  through  previous  years,  5  or  6 
years,  where  we  had  had  peaks  and  valleys.  One  year  they  would  buy  little,  the 
next  year  they  would  buy  much.  It  was  not  good  for  the  farmer,  it  was  not 
good  for  the  consumer,  it  was  not  healthy  for  the  Nation  as  a  whole.  But 
through  some  hard  negotiations,  we  have  achieved  a  5-year  agreement.  This 
agreement  now  ensures  that  grain  purchases  by  the  Soviet  Union  will  add 
roughly  a  billion  dollars  each  year  to  the  American  economy  over  the  next  5 
years  and  without  disrupting  American  markets  or  adding  inflation  to  our 
country  here  at  home.  It  will  mean  jobs  for  rail  employees,  longshoremen,  port 
workers,  and  many,  many  others  in  our  society.  Twenty-five  privately  owned 
American  ships  that  were  laid  up  in  port  because  of  the  recession  are  now  taking 
on  crews  because  of  this  grain  agreement.  Hundreds  of  seamen  are  going  back 
to  work  as  a  result.  American  farmers,  workers,  consumers — all  of  us — are 
going  to  benefit. 

In  short,  we  have  injected  the  American  spirit  of  "can  do"  in  our  policies  at 
home  as  well  as  abroad.  A  strong  surge  of  confidence,  I  detect  as  I  travel  around 
the  country,  is  moving  across  the  United  States.  It  is  a  surge  of  self-confidence 
well  known  to  you  here  in  the  Bay  Area.  It  is  the  spirit  that  rebuilt  San  Fran- 
cisco 70  years  ago.  It  is  the  spirit  that  will  continue  to  build  America  in  75  and 
the  years  ahead. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:10  p.m.  in  the  Grand  Younger,  State  attorney  general,  Paul  Haerle,  State 

Ballroom  at  the  St.  Francis  Hotel.  In  his  opening  Republican    chairman,    and    Margaret    M.    Brock, 

remarks,  he  referred  to  Most  Rev.  Joseph  T.  Mc-  Republican  national  committewoman  for  California. 
Gucken,    Archbishop   of   San   Francisco,   Evelle   J. 
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Remarks  in  Milwaukee  at  a  Republican  Party  Fundraising  Dinner. 

October  30,  1975 

Distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

What  a  wonderful  group  of  people,  what  a  wonderful  occasion,  and  I  thank 
Fran  and  all  who  have  put  it  together.  Obviously,  I  thank  each  and  every  one 
of  you  who  have  been  here,  contributed,  participated.  I  am  most  grateful  not 
only  for  what  you  contributed  but  your  warm  welcome. 

You  know,  it  is  kind  of  good  to  be  back  in  Wisconsin  again.  I  have  a  bit  of 
nostalgia.  In  late  1965,  after  having  been  elected  minority  leader  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  I  came  here  in  this  same  facility  to  a  tremendous  Republican 
fundraising  affair.  And  it  was  an  occasion  as  Ody  Fish  and  George  Parker  were 
telling  me  as  we  came  in  from  the  airport— it  was  unbelievable.  And  those 
memories  have  been  expanded  and  sohdified  by  what  I  have  heard  and  what 
I  see  here  tonight. 

But,  you  know,  I  have  been  around  Wisconsin  quite  a  bit  for  a  Michigander.  If 
I  miss  a  community,  I  apologize,  but  there  have  been  so  many.  I  have  been  to 
Madison,  to  Milwaukee,  Oshkosh,  to  Janesville,  to  Green  Bay,  to  Wausau, 
LaCrosse,  and  I  love  every  community  and  I  love  every  good  Badger.  [Laughter] 

You  know,  it  is  great  to  be  here  with  Bill  Messinger,  your  outstanding  State 
finance  chairman.  I  am  told  that  as  a  result  of  your  efforts,  your  contributions, 
everything  you  have  done,  the  Republican  Party  of  Wisconsin  for  the  first 
time— as  Fran  told  me,  in  40  years  or  thereabouts— the  Republican  Party  in 
Wisconsin  is  going  to  be  virtually  debt  free,  and  that  is  progress. 

I  think  we  better  get  Bill  and  a  few  more  Badgers  to  come  down  to  Washing- 
ton and  help  us  out.  [Laughter]  Well,  when  it  comes  to  digging  in,  taking 
hold,  under  the  most  difficult  circumstances,  I  don't  know  of  anyone  who 
deserves  more  credit,  more  praise,  than  Bill  Messinger.  So,  Bill,  will  you  stand 
up  and  let  us  give  you  a  great  hand. 

I  am  most  regretful  that  I  couldn't  be  here  to  attend  your  dinner.  I  was  in  a 
great  State,  California,  last  night — Los  Angeles— and  they  had  a  fabulous  fund- 
raising  dinner.  And  then  we  had  a  superb  luncheon  in  San  Francisco.  And  we 
left  as  quickly  as  we  could  to  come  to  this  great  affair  here  tonight. 

Your  good  cheer,  your  enthusiasm,  I  think,  is  best  exemplified  by  the  person 
who  is  the  chairman  of  this  occasion,  and  I  am  deeply  grateful  for  his  overly 
kind  and  most  generous  introduction.  But  without  Fran  Furgeson,  it  wouldn't 
be  done  either,  so  Fran,  won't  you  stand  up. 
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Over  the  years,  probably  my  closest  friends  in  the  Congress  were  those  that  I 
served  v^ith  from  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  I  won't  list  their  names.  You  know 
most  of  them.  I  wish  my  old  buddy  and  golfing  partner  Mel  Laird  was  here. 
[Laughter]  I  will  let  you  in  on  a  little  secret.  The  last  time  I  played  golf, 
Johnny  Byrnes  and  Mel  were  the  opponents  of  a  good  friend  of  mine  and  my- 
self. We  have  got  a  score  to  settle  with  them.  [Laughter]  We  are  going  to  catch 
up.  We  are  way  behind. 

But  anyhow,  I  am  delighted  to  see  that  Mel  is  kept  so  darned  busy  at  the 
Reader's  Digest,  because  the  Reader's  Digest  and  the  Republicans  have  a  great 
deal  in  common.  The  Reader's  Digest  takes  things  and  cuts  them  down  to  size, 
and  that  is  just  what  we  are  going  to  do  with  some  Democrats  in  1976. 
[Laughter] 

I  just  wanted  to  stop  and  say  hello  and  thank  you  all  and  share  a  few  observa- 
tions and  comments.  I  am  looking  forward  to  getting  together  with  you  later 
for  a  few  minutes,  where  I  can  have  a  word  or  two  at  some  greater  length  when 
you  and  others  move  to  the  other  hall. 

Again,  to  Bill,  to  Fran,  to  all  of  you,  I  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my 
heart. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   8:44   p.m.   in   the  lican   national   committeeman   for   Wisconsin,   and 

Bradley  Pavilion  at  the  Performing  Arts  Center.  In  former  Wisconsin  Representatives  John  W.  Byrnes 

his  remarks,  he  referred  to  George  Parker,  Wiscon-  and  Melvin  R.  Laird, 
sin  State  Republican  chairman,  Ody  J.  Fish,  Repub- 
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Bill,  former  Governor  Warren  Knowles,  Congressman  Bill  Steiger,  Congress- 
man Bob  Kasten,  Chairman  George  Par\er,  Senator  Krueger,  Representative 
Shabaz,  National  Committeeman  Ody  Fish,  Finance  Chairman  Bill  Messinger, 
Dinner  Chairman  Fran  Furgeson,  former  Lieutenant  Governor  ]ac\  Olson, 
First  Vice  Chairman  Alice  Read,  Second  Vice  Chairman  Curtis  McKay, 
Dorothy  MacDonald,  Reed  Coleman,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 
That  concludes  my  speech.  Thank  you  very  much.  [Laughter] 
Let  me  thank  George  Parker,  most  affectionately  known  as  the  State  pen. 
[Laughter]  I  enjoyed  the  fact  that  George  met  me  at  the  airport  along  with 
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Ody  Fish,  but  most  importantly  it  is  great  to  be  back  in  Milwaukee  again, 
particularly  on  the  day  before  a  favorite  American  event,  Hallow^een. 

In  fact,  on  the  w^ay  in  from  the  airport  I  asked  Ody  Fish  if  there  v^as  any 
special  w^ay  people  in  MiWaukee  and  particularly  Wisconsin  celebrated  trick 
or  treat.  Ody  said,  "Well,  for  the  treat  v^e  pretty  much  give  out  the  traditional 
items  like  candy,  apples,  popcorn,  things  like  that."  I  said  here  in  Wisconsin  do 
you  have  any  special  treats — or  tricks  I  should  say.  He  said,  "Mr.  President,  only 
w^hen  the  Democrats  in  the  legislature  v^ork  on  the  State  budget."  [Laughter] 

Ody  said  this  is  one  year  Wisconsin  Republicans  could  have  used  Houdini. 
He  was  an  expert  on  getting  through  locked  doors.  [Laughter] 

I  commend  everyone  in  the  Republican  Party,  particularly  the  Republican 
State  legislators,  for  the  battle  you  have  fought  this  year  with  the  Democrats 
against  secrecy  and  for  openness  in  government.  Congratulations. 

Since  this  is  our  Bicentennial  year,  let's  remember  that  the  history  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Republican  Party  are  closely  linked.  No  history  of 
America  can  be  written  without  that  of  our  Republican  Party.  We  have  over  100 
years  of  sound  principle  and  good  people,  and  we  should  be  darn  proud  of  it. 

You  here  in  Wisconsin  know  better  than  anyone  for  much  of  the  ground- 
work of  the  Republican  Party  was  laid  right  here  in  Ripon  in  1854.  Of  course,  I 
better  mention  Jackson,  Michigan,  for  some  very  obvious  reasons.  [Laughter] 
But  tonight  I  want  to  talk  with  you  not  only  of  our  common  heritage  but  our 
common  journey  into  the  future;  not  only  of  the  proud  principles  of  our 
Nation's  past  but  of  those  upon  which  we  must  build  for  the  future. 

There  is  an  increasing  expression  in  America  today  that  the  beliefs  and  the 
values  of  our  past  are  no  longer  relevant  to  our  present  nor  to  our  future.  Some 
suggest  that  America  has  seen  its  best  days,  that  our  decline  has  started,  that  the 
quality  of  life  in  America  is  sliding  downhill,  that  our  economy  is  on  the  skids, 
that  the  values  most  of  us  hold  high  are  out  and  the  new  counter-culture  is  in. 

To  that  I  say,  nonsense — with  emphasis.  And  to  those  who  would  write  a  self- 
fulfilling  prophesy  of  doom  for  this  country,  I  say  you  are  out  of  step  with  the 
vast  majority  of  Americans,  Americans  who  believe  in  this  country  and  in 
themselves,  and  they  are  proud  of  our  country  and  they  are  proud  of  them- 
selves and  their  families. 

Let  me  make  certain  there  is  no  misunderstanding.  I  did  not  take  the  sacred 
oath  of  President  to  preside  over  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  I  totally  reject  the  scenarios  of  pessimism.  I  have  no  sympathy  with 
those  who  have  a  self-destruct  attitude  for  this  great  country. 

Instead,  I  look  to  the  future  of  America,  a  future  which  will  be  built  upon  a 
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proud  past.  I  look  to  a  nation  that  was  not  only  able  to  conquer  the  challenges 
but  provide  its  citizens  with  unmatched  personal  fulfillment  by  the  year  2000. 
Only  a  short  25  years  from  now,  I  see  America,  whose  citizens  reside  in  a 
community  of  peace  with  other  nations;  share  the  still  highest  standard  of  living 
in  the  world;  live  longer  because  killer  diseases  have  been  conquered  and  the 
quality  of  life  enhanced;  and  enjoy  opportunities  and  housing  and  education 
and  jobs  limited  only  by  their  personal  initiatives  and  long-range  objectives; 
experience  individual  liberties  and  freedoms  which  have  not  only  been  secured 
but  expanded;  whose  citizens  share  a  national  will  and  spirit  which  is  still 
climbing  as  this  Nation  moves  well  into  its  third  century. 

To  make  this  vision  come  true,  we  must  return  government  to  sound,  re- 
sponsible Republican  principles.  And  we  will.  We  must  elect  to  your  State  and 
local  offices  and  to  the  Congress  responsive  and  responsible  Republican  candi- 
dates who  believe  as  we  do  and  who  share  our  collective  objectives. 

The  battlelines  for  1976  are  being  drawn  between  these  opposing  forces: 

Between  those  who  believe  in  fiscal  responsibility  and  those  who  believe  every 
problem  will  go  away  if  we  just  threw  enough  tax  money  at  it. 

Between  those  who  believe  in  a  strong  national  defense  is  the  best  insurance 
of  peace  and  those  who  would  spend  your  tax  money  instead  for  controversial 
social  experiments. 

Between  those  who  believe  in  local  control  over  local  problems  and  those  who 
believe  Uncle  Sam  should  help  solve  all  problems  individually  and  collectively. 

Between  those  who  believe  that  American  business  should  be  unshackled  from 
Government  overregulation  so  it  can  expand  the  economy  and  create  jobs  and 
those  who  believe  Federal  papershufHers  know  what  is  best  for  America  and  for 
its  business  community. 

Between  those  who  believe  in  the  expansion  of  individual  freedom  and  liberty 
and  those  who  beheve  in  big  government  and  that  it  should  direct  people's  lives. 
That  is  a  fundamental  issue. 

Let  me  emphasize  1976  is  more  than  an  election  year.  It  is  also  a  year  of  deci- 
sion for  all  Republicans.  It  is  the  Republican  Party's  golden  opportunity  to  prove 
to  all  that  it  has  the  strength  to  survive  setbacks,  the  resolution  to  rouse  the 
Nation's  greatness,  and  the  will  to  win  elections.  We  can  do  it,  and  we  will  do  it. 

But  to  make  this  proof  secure,  we  Republicans  must  make  some  practical 
changes  in  our  political  ways;  not  in  principles,  but  in  approaches. 

We  must  discard  the  attitude  of  exclusiveness  that  has  kept  the  Republican 
Party's  door  closed  while  we  make  speeches  about  keeping  it  open.  We  must 
invite  into  our  ranks  all  who  care  about  the  great  country  in  which  we  live  and  all 
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who  share  our  goals  enough  to  work  through  the  RepubUcan  Party  to  achieve 
them. 

We  must  build,  step  by  step,  a  party  that  works  year  round  and  not  just  at  elec- 
tion time.  Most  important,  we  must  emphasize  our  differences  with  Democrats 
rather  than  with  each  other.  We  must  concentrate  on  winning  elections  instead 
of  arguments. 

As  we  look  toward  1976— and  what  a  year  to  have  before  us— the  apathy  and 
the  cynicism  which  have  overtaken  some  Americans  must  be  overcome  by  offer- 
ing candidates  of  outstanding  abiUty  and  rock-hard  integrity. 

We  must  develop  programs  that  are  forward  looking  and  problemsolving, 
and  we  must  elect  a  Congress  that  will  carry  them  out,  and  we  will. 

In  Bill  Steiger  and  Bob  Kasten  you  have  got  quality,  but  we  need  a  lot  more 
quantity  from  Wisconsin.  Isn't  that  right  ? 

I  proposed  to  the  94th  Congress — that  is  the  one  in  session  now,  or  I  guess  it  is 
in  session— [laughter] — some  people  say  it  has  been  more  out  of  session  than  in, 
but  I  wouldn't  allege  that — but  I  proposed  to  the  94th  Congress  a  permanent 
annual  cut  in  your  Federal  tax  bill  of  $28  billion  and  a  corresponding  cut  in  the 
growth  of  Federal  spending  of  the  same  amount. 

But  all  I  get,  so  far,  from  this  Democrat-dominated,  "Can't  Do  Congress"  is  it 
can't  be  done.  I  say  it  can,  it  will,  and  it  must  be  done  this  year.  If  this  Congress 
isn't  capable  of  doing  the  job,  let's  elect  a  Republican  Congress  that  can  and  will. 

America's  vitaHty,  its  prosperity  have  been  sapped  by  the  irresponsible  spend- 
ing of  this  Congress,  which  is  controlled  2  to  1  by  the  Democrats,  and  a  previous 
Congress,  which  has  been  controlled  by  Democrats  for  38  out  of  the  last  42  years. 

I  might  add,  parenthetically,  for  33  out  of  those  38  years,  there  have  been 
deficits  which  have  run  up  the  cost  of  living  and  run  down  the  value  of  the 
dollars  that  you  earn  by  the  sweat  of  your  brow. 

Under  the  Democratic  spenders,  the  Federal  budget  for  the  first  time  in  our 
history  topped  $100  billion  in  1962.  It  doubled  to  $200  bilHon  8  years  later  and 
will  more  than  double  again  to  $423  billion  in  this  coming  fiscal  year  unless  we 
get  some  action. 

Let  me  emphasize,  the  $28  billion  reduction  in  taxes  which  I  proposed  must  be 
accompanied  by  equally  substantial  cuts  in  the  growth  of  Federal  spending.  This 
means  the  spending  ceiling  must  be  $395  billion.  That  is  adequate  to  meet  our 
needs  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  we  must  get  that  ceiling,  period.  We  will 
keep  a  scorecard  on  those  that  don't  vote  for  it. 

You  know  that  under  the  laws  Democratic  Congresses  have  already  written — 
they  are  piled  high  in  statute  books — without  a  single  new  appropriation  or 
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program,  and  despite  everything  I  can  do  as  President  by  vetoing  further  in- 
creases, our  Federal  expenditures  v^ill  increase  next  year  by  $50  billion.  That  is 
just  grov^th. 

I  was  in  California  the  other  day,  and  the  grov^th  in  the  Federal  budget  in  12 
months  is  five  times  the  annual  budget  of  the  State  of  California.  Something  is 
w^rong. 

The  Democrats  in  Congress  don't  like  my  vetoes,  but  these  vetoes  have  already 
saved  taxpayers  some  $6J^  billion.  I  v^ill  go  on  vetoing  unv^ise,  unnecessary 
spending  bills  again  and  again  and  again  and  again.  I  will  do  it  as  long  as  it 
saves  you  money,  but  more  importantly,  it  saves  our  Nation's  future,  and  that  is 
the  crux  of  the  battle  we  are  facing  at  the  present  time. 

What  concerns  me  most  is  what  I  see  as  government  without  consent,  the 
increasing  encroachment  of  government  in  our  lives  and  in  our  future,  the 
irresponsible  government  action  on  the  local  as  well  as  the  national  level. 

Let's  make  sure  we  understand  each  other.  It  is  neither  responsible  nor  com- 
passionate to  spend  a  city  or  a  nation  into  bankruptcy. 

I  am  going  to  say  this  quiedy — [laughter] — I  can  assure  you  this  President 
will  never  allow  the  doors  of  the  United  States  Treasury  to  be  flung  open  to 
every  city  with  a  hole  in  its  fiscal  pocket. 

I  suspect  some  of  you  know  I  spoke  to  this  problem  yesterday.  I  said  that  if 
the  Federal  Government  goes  on  spending  more  than  it  has,  providing  more 
benefits  and  services  than  it  can  pay  for,  then  a  day  of  reckoning  will  ultimately 
come  to  Washington  and  to  our  entire  country  just  as  it  has  to  New  York  City. 
And  tonight  let  me  ask  each  of  you  and  all  of  you  collectively  the  same  ominous 
question  I  asked  in  Washington  litde  over  24  hours  ago.  When  that  day  of 
reckoning  comes,  who  will  bail  out  the  United  States  ? 

Believe  me,  it  is  neither  responsible  nor  compassionate  to  erode  the  value  of 
people's  hard-earned  money  through  inflation  by  piling  Government  spending 
on  spending,  program  on  program  without  the  revenues  to  pay  for  them.  This 
is  not  compassion ;  this  is  pure  and  simple  irresponsibility. 

I  know  it,  you  know  it,  and  214  million  Americans  know  it  through  the 
length  and  the  breadth  of  this  great  country.  And  by  this  time  next  year  we 
should  make  darn  sure  every  responsible  voter  knows  who  did  it  and  who  didn't 
doit. 

The  message  of  the  Republican  Party  and  what  it  stands  for  must  be  carried 
to  all  of  the  American  people.  We  must  let  people  know  that  this  is  the  party  of 
openness,  the  Republican  Party,  an  open  party  that  insists  on  open  government. 
And  that  is  precisely  what  you  are  doing  here  in  Wisconsin,  and  I  congratulate 
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your  legislative  leaders.  For  the  young  and  old,  rich  and  poor,  black  and  white, 
Independents,  and  discerning,  and,  yes,  deserted  Democrats — for  all  of  these 
Americans  and  more,  we  have  something  in  this  great  party  to  offer  them. 

We  are  the  party  of  principles,  not  pessimism;  the  party  of  answers  and  solu- 
tions, not  the  disseminators  of  doubt  and  despair;  the  party  of  reason,  respon- 
sibility, and  restraint,  not  the  party  that  purveys  promises  which  can't  be  kept  or 
programs  which  can't  be  achieved. 

Responsibility — that  is  the  key  word,  one  we  equate  with  Republicanism,  and 
we  have  a  record  on  this  point  that  Republicans  can  stand  on  with  pride. 

But  we  are  not  only  a  party  of  principles,  we  are  a  party  of  people.  And  this 
magnificent  demonstration  here  tonight  proves  it  beyond  any  question.  You  can 
be  missionaries  in  every  one  of  the  71  counties  in  the  great  State  of  Wisconsin. 
You  can  say  with  conviction  that  principles  can  be  converted  into  action  only 
when  they  are  supported  by  a  majority  of  the  people. 

We  must  bring  people  and  principles  together  across  our  land  in  Wisconsin 
and  49  other  States.  That  is  the  answer  to  the  pessimists,  the  doom  pushers  of 
today.  We  believe  in  people,  and  we  believe  in  principles. 

The  Republican  Party's  goal  is  to  unite  the  American  people  in  the  principles 
that  made  our  Nation  great  over  a  period  of  almost  200  years. 

In  the  first  hundred  years  of  our  Nation's  history,  we  developed  a  form  of 
government  that  provided  more  liberty,  more  opportunity  for  more  people 
than  any  nation  in  the  history  of  mankind. 

In  the  second  hundred  years  of  our  Nation's  history,  we  developed  an  in- 
dustrial and  agricultural  capacity  unmatched  in  the  history  of  this  great  globe. 

In  our  third  century,  we  must  dedicate  ourselves  to  expanding  the  oppor- 
tunity for  freedom  and  liberty,  individuality,  yes,  and  the  Republican  Party 
can  be  the  mechanism  for  that. 

In  1976,  together  we  can  celebrate  a  great  victory  with  those  principles  and 
those  people,  a  joint  victory — ^not  merely  for  the  party,  believe  me,  but  for  the 
people  of  the  United  States. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:22  p.m.  in  Uihlein  State  Senator  Clifford  W.  Krueger,  State  Representa- 

Hall  at  the  Performing  Arts  Center.  He  was  in-  tive  John  C.  Shabaz,  Dorothy  MacDonald,  president 

troduced   by  William   Messinger,   State   Republican  of  the  Wisconsin  Federation  of  Republican  Women, 

Party  finance  chairman.  and  Reed  Coleman,  vice  chairman  of  the  Wisconsin 

In  his  opening  remarks,  the  President  referred  to  President  Ford  Committee. 
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Remarks  on  Arrival  at  Jacksonville  Naval  Air  Station, 
Florida.     November  2,  1915 

Admiral  Green,  Captain  Bernstein,  Mayor  Tanzler,  Senator  Chiles,  Congress- 
man Bur\e,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

First,  I  am  deeply  grateful  for  the  warm  welcome  by  Admiral  Green  and 
all  of  you  from  the  Jacksonville  Naval  Air  Station.  I  am  most  appreciative, 
on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Ford  and  myself,  that  so  many  of  you  have  come  out  on  a 
Sunday  on  this  occasion. 

As  all  of  you  know,  I  am  in  the  process  of  having  further  very  important 
meetings  with  President  Sadat  of  Egypt.  It  is  quite  interesting,  in  my  judgment, 
that  I  am  meeting  this  afternoon  with  a  man  who  represents  a  country  whose 
history  goes  back  literally  centuries  and  centuries  and  centuries. 

And  at  the  same  time,  I  am  in  a  part  of  our  country  where  we  have  some 
contrast  between  the  old  and  the  new.  Jacksonville  is  a  relatively  modern  city, 
historically,  and  certainly  a  very  progressive  city  in  our  development  of  our 
great  country. 

But  not  far  from  here  we  have  the  oldest  city  in  the  United  States — St. 
Augustine.  So,  in  a  relatively  small  part  of  this  great  country,  we  have  a  history 
that  goes  back  from  the  very  beginning  and  a  community  that  represents 
progress  and  tremendous  enthusiasm  and  drive. 

I  believe  this  shows  the  diversity  of  America.  And  this  diversity  in  this  great 
country  is  one  of  our  strengths  as  we  meet  the  challenges  both  at  home  and 
abroad. 

But  we  cannot,  in  this  country,  solve  our  problems  at  home  or  meet  our  com- 
mitments internationally  if  we  don't  have  a  strong  national  defense  program.  It 
is  vitally  important  for  peace  that  we  have  a  national  defense  program  second 
to  none. 

All  of  you  at  the  naval  air  station  in  Jacksonville  perform  a  great  service 
in  that  regard.  I  know  of  the  missions  and  responsibilities  that  you  have  here. 
You  have  the  helicopter  antisubmarine  warfare  unit  that  does  a  tremendous 
job.  You  have  the  long-range  naval  capability  in  the  antisubmarine  warfare 
area.  You  have  nuclear-powered  naval  vessels. 

This  naval  air  station  is  a  vital  part  of  our  total  national  security  capabiUty, 
and  what  you  do  here  protects  214  million  Americans.  And  on  behalf  of  them, 
I  thank  you  for  your  contribution. 
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A  long,  long  time  ago,  I  was  a  part  of  the  Navy.  I  was  very  proud  of  that 
association  for  some  47  months.  I  learned  a  lot.  I  hope  I  contributed  a  little. 
But  I  know  from  firsthand  experiences  the  trials  and  tribulations  of  serving  in 
our  uniformed  services. 

The  men  and  women  who  serve  do  a  superb  job.  But  the  wives  and  the 
children  of  men  in  service — Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  Marines,  Coast  Guard — 
are  likewise  making  a  great  contribution,  because  I  know  of  the  sacrifices  they 
make  over  the  years  in  performing  their  part  of  this  service.  And  I  thank  them 
for  what  I  know  they  do. 

Let  me  say,  in  conclusion,  that  the  meetings  that  I  am  having  today  and  the 
ones  that  I  had  earlier  in  the  week  with  President  Sadat  relate  to  a  better  and 
more  peaceful  world.  But  I  can  go  and  have  these  discussions,  these  talks  from 
a  position  of  strength,  and  all  of  you  are  a  very  vital  and  important  part  of  that 
strength. 

So,  it  makes  my  job  easier,  it  makes  our  country  more  secure  to  know  that 
we  have  people  like  you  serving  in  our  national  security  forces. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   11:25   a.m.  In  his       bases,  and  Capt.  Karl  Bernstein,  USN,  commanding 
opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Rear  Adm.  Norman       officer  of  Jacksonville  Naval  Air  Station. 
Green,  USN,  commander  of  the  Jacksonville  Naval 
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Toasts  at  a  Dinner  in  Jacksonville  Honoring  the  President  and 
President  Sadat  of  Egypt.     November  2,  197^ 

Governor  As\ew,  President  Sadat: 

Let  me  express  hov^  deeply  Mrs.  Ford  and  I  appreciate  the  opportunity  of 
being  here  in  your  great  State,  Governor.  And  may  I  say  that  the  warm  welcome 
that  the  people  of  Florida,  and  particularly  this  area,  have  given  to  President  and 
Mrs.  Sadat  is  a  true  reflection  of  the  character  and  the  depth  and  the  feelings  of 
the  people  of  Florida  for  one  of  our  most  distinguished  guests. 

I  am  grateful  for  your  part  in  making  this  evening  possible,  because  it  is 
highly  significant  that  our  distinguished  guest  has  come  to  your  State  at  the 
conclusion  of  a  very  great  trip  to  our  country  and  to  many  parts  of  it. 

Last  Monday  night  it  was  my  pleasure  to  host  the  distinguished  President  of 
Egypt  and  to  indicate  to  him  on  that  occasion  how  strongly  the  American  people 
felt  that  his  statesmanship  and  leadership  had  produced  a  tremendous  result,  a 
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milestone  in  the  necessary  steps  toward  a  broad  and  permanent  and  just  peace 
in  the  Middle  East. 

President  Sadat  and  Mrs.  Sadat  have  been  warmly  welcomed  throughout  our 
country  in  the  4  or  5  days  that  they  have  visited  many  parts  of  the  United  States. 
I  indicated  to  President  Sadat  on  Monday  when  he  was  in  Washington  that  the 
American  people  were  deeply  grateful,  most  appreciative  of  his  courage,  his 
wisdom,  his  broad  view,  and  his  dedication  to  what  was  needed  and  necessary 
in  the  Middle  East. 

And  I  think,  as  you  have  traveled.  President  Sadat,  in  many  parts  of  our 
country — New  York,  Chicago,  Houston,  and  now  in  this  great  State  of  Florida — 
you  have  found  in  the  American  people  a  great  diversity,  but  a  great  strength,  and 
I  am  convinced  that  your  visit  here  has  been  in  the  best  interests  of  not  only  the 
Middle  East  but  the  world  itself. 

It  has  been  a  great  and  wonderful  personal  experience  for  me  to  know  the 
President  and  to  work  with  him  over  the  past  many  months  with  the  results  that 
have  been  achieved.  And  I  commend  him  for  his  continuing  courage  to  move 
ahead  in  a  momentum  that  is  necessary  and  essential  if  we  are  to  achieve  the  final 
peace,  just  and  equitable  to  all,  for  the  benefit  of  that  area  but  primarily  for  the 
benefit  of  the  world. 

And  so,  may  I  ask  that  all  of  the  guests  of  Governor  Askew  join  with  me  in  a 
toast  to  the  President  of  Egypt  and  Mrs.  Sadat. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  approximately  9:30  Mr.  President,  distinguished  guests,  it  is  our  in- 

p.m.  at  the  San  Jose  Country  Club  in  response  to  a  tention   to   strengthen    the   relations   and    intensify 

toast  proposed  by  Florida  Governor  Reubin  Askew,  contacts  with  the  American  people  in  all  fields.  We 

who  hosted   the  dinner.   President  Sadat  then  re-  believe   that   we   both    have   much    to    gain    from 

sponded  to  the  President's  remarks.  furthering    our    cooperation    and    deepening    our 

The  remarks  of  President  Sadat  and   Governor  friendship.  There  is  a  vast  area  of  common  interest. 

Askew  follow:  I  believe  that  we  both  have  much  to  gain  from 

PREsmENT  Sadat  furthering  and  diversifying  our  relations  in  all  fields. 

„,,,       ^,^  ^7         ,,  We  will  spare  no  effort  to  achieve  that  end. 

President  Ford,  Mrs.  Ford,  Governor  Askew,  Mrs.  p^^^.^^^^   p^^^^    ^^^    .^   ^   ^^^^^   ^^^   ^i^^   ^ 

As  lie  w:  ^  ^  ,  .  ,  .  .  ^  genuine  commitment  to  peace  and  friendship  among 
As  my  visit  approaches  its  happy  conclusion,  I  am  ^^^.^^^^  ^^^  contributed  greatly  to  the  promotion  of 
pleased  to  say  that  we  have  been  enjoying  every  .^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  stimulation  of  ever- 
minute  of  It.  We  find  the  American  people  warm,  ^^^^.^^  ^.^^  ^^  friendship  between  our  two  coun- 
hospitable,  and  open-hearted.  The  beauty  of  nature  ^^.^^^  j  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  Egyptian  people 
here  is  matched  and  perhaps  surpassed  by  the  warm  ^^^  ^^^^  appreciative  of  his  endeavors  and  deter- 
nature  of  the  people.  mination  to  see  that  normalcy  will  reign  in  our  area 
One  is  reminded  in  many  ways  of  the  fact  that  on  the  basis  of  a  just  and  lasting  peace  so  that  the 
Florida  and  Egypt  fall  on  the  same  latitude.  St.  efforts,  creative  abilities,  and  talents  would  be 
Johns  River  together  with  the  Nile  are  the  only  directed  toward  the  construction  and  well-being  of 
rivers  in  the  world  that  run  north.  Looking  toward  its  peoples. 

the  horizon,  I  feel  that  the  ocean  and  land  ahead  I  am  sure  that  Mrs.  Sadat  shares  with  me  that 

should  be  links  of  interaction  and  cooperation  rather  Egyptian  people  would  warmly  welcome  President 

than  elements  of  separation.  Ford  and  Mrs.  Ford  in  their  visit  to  our  country  in 
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the  near  future  so  that  we  can  in  our  modest  way 
reciprocate  a  part  of  your  generosity  and  the  friendly 
atmosphere  which  hovered  over  our  visit  since  we 
have  put  foot  on  your  land. 

Mr.  President,  I  want  you  to  be  sure  that  I 
enormously  enjoyed  our  talks.  They  have  been  pro- 
found as  they  have  been  friendly  and  warm.  I  hope 
you  agree  with  me  that  our  contacts  will  go  into 
history  as  a  turning  point  in  Arab-American  rela- 
tions. 

Distinguished  friends,  I  invite  you  to  join  me  in 
a  toast  in  honor  of  President  and  Mrs.  Ford,  to 
Governor  and  Mrs.  Askew,  and  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  all  the  American  people. 

Governor  Askew 

We  would  like  to  welcome  you  here  this  evening. 
We  hope  that  you  have  enjoyed  yourself.  It  has  been 
a  distinct  honor  and  a  pleasure  to  have  you  with  us. 

President  Sadat,  President  Ford,  the  State  of 
Florida  is  deeply  honored  to  be  the  host  for  two 
great  leaders  and  to  offer  its  hospitality  for  the  im- 
portant meetings  which  have  taken  place  here 
today. 

It  is  not  often  that  this  State,  bestowed  as  it  is 
with  the  beauty  of  land  and  sky,  is  a  location  of 
discussions    whose    consequences    touch    upon    the 


peace  of  the  world.  On  this  occasion  Florida  is 
justly  proud  of  its  role. 

President  Sadat,  we  are  especially  happy  that  you 
have  had  the  opportunity  to  experience  the  warmth 
and  good  feeling  of  the  people  of  Florida.  We  are 
very  pleased  to  welcome  an  individual  whose  cour- 
ageous efforts  at  pursuing  the  path  to  a  negotiated 
peace  in  the  Middle  East  are  a  matter  of  admiration 
to  the  American  people  as  a  whole.  We  hope  that 
you  will  carry  to  the  Egyptian  people  our  warmest 
wishes  and  our  hope  for  a  peaceful  conclusion  to 
the  conflict  that  has  plagued  the  Middle  East  for 
almost  30  years.  In  your  search  for  peace,  sir,  we 
wish  you  success. 

To  President  Ford,  it  is  a  particular  pleasure  to 
welcome  you  to  Florida  again,  sir.  The  purpose  of 
your  visit  here  is  to  pursue  discussions  which  all  of 
us  hope  will  lead  to  a  brighter  future  for  the 
nations  of  the  Middle  East  and  for  this  country.  Be 
assured  of  the  respect  and  admiration  the  people 
of  this  State  hold  for  your  efforts  to  obtain  a  truly 
final  and  just  settlement  in  the  Middle  East. 

And  now  may  I  ask  our  guests  to  rise  and  join  me 
in  a  toast.  To  a  great  leader  and  the  new  friend  of 
the  State  of  Florida,  President  Anwar  Sadat,  and 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
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Interview  With  Television  Reporters  in  Jacksonville. 
November  3,  1973 

[Recorded  November  2,  1975.     Released  November  3,  1975] 
THE  MIDDLE  EAST 

Reporter.  [  1 .  ]  Mr.  President,  you  have  been  meeting  with  President  Sadat, 
and  he  has  made  it  clear  that  the  Palestinian  problem  is  certainly  one  of  the 
paramount  ones  to  a  Middle  East  settlement.  We  have  heard  very  little  about 
how  high-ranking  Americans  feel  about  what  justification,  if  any,  the  Pales- 
tinians have  for  asking  or  demanding  a  national  state  of  their  own.  Would  you 
comment  on  that  .f^ 

The  President.  I  would  prefer  to  answer  this  way,  if  I  might.  The  Palestinians 
do  allege  that  they  have  certain  rights,  and  they  are  insisting  on  participating, 
for  example,  at  a  Geneva  conference  or  any  overall  conference.  But  they  have 
refused  to  recognize  the  State  of  Israel.  And  we,  of  course,  strongly  back  the 
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State  of  Israel  in  its  attitude  that  there  must  be  recognition  before  there  can  be 
any  contact  or  any  participation  by  the  Palestinians  in  any  negotiations. 

Q.  If  recognition  were  forthcoming,  would  there  be  a  possibility  that  land 
could  be  found  to  create  a  Palestinian  state  ? 

The  President.  That,  of  course,  would  have  to  be  decided  in  any  overall 
settlement,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  inadvisable  for  me  to  pass  judg- 
ment at  this  point  on  what  terms  of  any  overall  settlement  might  be. 

The  parties  who  will  actually  do  the  negotiating  are  those  parties  within  the 
area  in  an  overall  setdement.  And  it  would  be  certainly  inappropriate  for  me, 
under  these  circumstances,  to  make  any  comment.  That  is  for  them  to  negotiate. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  rather  curious  to  know  if  you  have  given  Mr.  Sadat 
anything  besides  a  warm  welcome — nuclear  reactors,  perhaps  ? 

The  President.  There  have  been  negotiations  going  on  between  the  United 
States  and  Egypt  for  an  American-made  nuclear  power  facihty,  but  I  think 
those  negotiations  have  not,  at  this  point,  reached  a  final  decision.  There  may 
or  may  not  be.  I  can  assure  you,  if  there  is  one,  that  there  will  be  the  most  rigid 
safeguards,  which  I  think  are  absolutely  important,  as  far  as  how  Egypt  could 
use  a  nuclear  reactor.  But  there  hasn't  been  any  final  consummation.  Negotia- 
tions are  still  going  on. 

Q.  Being  just  a  layman,  I  can't  quite  conceive  of  how  you  might  restrict 
them  from— once  it  is  in  their  hands — using  it  for  a  military  purpose,  exploding 
something. 

The  President.  There  are  safeguards  which  are  agreed  to  by  practically  every 
one  of  the  reactor-producing  nations — safeguards  that  are  included  certainly 
by  us  in  any  sale  or  grant  to  another  country  for  an  American-made  reactor. 
I  can  assure  you  that  this  Administration,  if  and  when  we  make  any  arrange- 
ments with  any  country,  including  Egypt,  the  most  rigid  safeguards,  which 
are  very  technical,  will  be  enforced. 

I  am  told  by  technicians— I  am  not  an  expert  myself  in  the  technical  way  in 
which  it  is  accomplished— there  are  very  manageable  safeguards  which  can 
preclude  a  nuclear  reactor  for  civilian  purposes  being  utilized  for  any  military 
purpose. 

Q.  It  is  not  just  a  matter  of  keeping  their  word  ? 

The  President.  No,  there  are  technical  capabilities  that  make  it  impossible 
to  go  from  a  civilian  domestic  utilization  of  a  reactor  to  a  military  utilization. 
And  we  would  insist  under  any  and  all  circumstances,  as  we  have  in  the  past, 
for  these  very  rigid  safeguards. 


1780 


November  3  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1975  [655] 

LYNETTE   FROMME 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  what  can  you  tell  us  about  your  videotape  testimony 
in  the  Lynette  Fromme  case  ?  ^ 

The  President.  It  would  be  very  inappropriate  for  me  to  comment  in  any 
way  whatsoever  on  my  participation  involving  that  matter. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  us,  sir,  if  you  testified  as  to  whether  the  trigger  was  pulled  ? 

The  President.  I  respectfully  must  not  answer  that.  I  was  admonished  by 
the  judge  himself  that  any  comment  by  me  other  than  what  I  had  made  in  my 
testimony  would  be  very  inappropriate. 

1976  PRESIDENTIAL  CAMPAIGN 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  Florida  Presidential  primary  is  drawing  very 
near,  and  there  have  been  some  comments  lately  to  the  effect  that  you  are  pay- 
ing only  token  efforts  in  Florida  and  that  you  may,  in  fact,  have  written  off 
the  State  to  Ronald  Reagan.  Is  that  true  ? 

The  President.  That  is  completely  inaccurate.  I  have  a  very  fine  State 
chairman  in  Congressman  Lou  Frey,  one  of  the  outstanding  Members  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  And  I  can  assure  you  that  I  will  be  a  participant — 
and  an  active  participant— in  the  Florida  primary. 

Q.  To  what  degree,  Mr.  President  ? 

The  President.  The  people  on  the  President  Ford  Committee  who  have  the 
responsibility  for  working  out  the  details  are  in  the  process  now,  working,  of 
course,  with  Lou  Frey.  I  am  not  familiar  with  those  details  as  of  the  moment, 
but  the  decision  is  firm  and  certain  that  I  am  coming  down  to  be  a  participant 
in  that  Florida  Presidential  primary. 

VICE   PRESIDENT  ROCKEFELLER 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  Frey  also  thinks  that  you  should  not  have  Vice  President  Rock- 
efeller on  your  ticket  next  year.  Can  you  indicate  at  this  time,  Mr.  President, 
whether  Mr.  Rockefeller  will  be  your  running  mate  if  you  are  the  nominee  ? 

The  President.  I  have  said  repeatedly  and  very  firmly  that  at  the  proper 
time  I  will  make  that  decision.  In  the  meantime,  I  say  with  deep  conviction  that 
Vice  President  Rockefeller  has  done  a  superb  job  as  Vice  President.  I  picked 
him  because  I  thought  he  was  the  best  man  for  the  job.  He  has  performed  beyond 


^The  President's  deposition  was  taken  at  10  a.m.  in  Room  345  at  the  Old  Executive  Office  Building  on 
November  1,  1975.  Present  were  Thomas  J.  MacBridc,  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the  Eastern  District  of 
California;  John  Virga,  attorney  for  the  defendant;  and  Dvv^ayne  Keyes,  U.S.  Attorney  for  the  Eastern 
District  of  California,  and  Richard  L.  Thornburgh,  Assistant  Attorney  General,  Criminal  Division,  vi^ho 
represented  the  prosecution. 
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any  expectations  that  I  had.  He  has  been  a  great  team  player,  and  every  job  I 
have  given  him — and  I  have  given  him  so  many  very  important  ones  that  I 
think  he  deserves  great  commendation.  But  as  far  as  the  Vice-Presidential  nom- 
ination in  1976,  I  w^ill  make  an  announcement  concerning  that  at  the  proper 
time. 

Q.  Sir,  v^hat  w^ould  the  proper  time  be  ? 

The  President.  Certainly  it  would  be  some  time  in  1976. 

Q.  Before  the  convention  ? 

The  President.  I  w^ould  assume  so,  yes. 

THE  MIDDLE  EAST 

[5.]  Q.  Getting  back  to  the  Middle  East,  if  harm  w^ere  to  come  to  any  of  the 
U.S.  personnel  who  serve  as  monitors  on  the  Egypt-Israeli  line,  would  you  con- 
sider that  a  national  matter  ?  Would  you  consider  that  we  would  have  to  retaliate 
or  aire  these  people  so-called  volunteers  and  not  carrying  the  flag,  as  it  were  ? 

The  President.  The  number  of  technicians  who  will  be  in  the  warning  sta- 
tions will  be  civilians.  They  are  highly  qualified  experts  in  a  very  sophisticated 
area.  They  will  be  fully  protected.  They  will  be  in  a  United  Nations  zone.  They 
will  be  separated  either  from  the  Israelis  on  the  one  hand  or  the  Egyptians  on  the 
other.  I  am  confident  if  any  problem  arose  that  we  would  have  ample  time  to 
make  certain  of  their  safety. 

I  think  it  is  interesting  to  make  this  observation.  We  now  have,  in  very 
technical  capacities,  a  very  limited  number  of  Americans  who  have  been  there 
in  the  last  several  years. 

Q.  Been  where? 

The  President.  In  the  U.N.  buffer  zone  in  a  nonmilitary  capacity,  a  very 
limited  number.  The  ones  we  are  talking  about  for  the  Sinai  will  be  performing 
a  totally  different  function.  But  I  think  you  have  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  U.N. 
buffer  zone  has  a  very  substantial  number  of  military  representatives  from  four 
countries  who  have  the  obligation  of  maintaining  the  integrity  of  the  buffer 
zone.  And  our  technicians,  up  to  200,  will  be  in  that  buffer  zone  and  under  the 
protection  of  the  United  Nations.  And  I  can't  imagine  any  action  taken  by  either 
Egypt  or  Israel  that  would  jeopardize  the  Americans  in  that  U.N.  zone. 

Q.  How  about  our  Americans  in  Beirut  or  elsewhere  in  Lebanon  ?  Are  you  at 
all  concerned  about  their  potential  safety  if  they  don't  all  get  out?  How  far 
would  you  go  to  protect  them  ? 

The  President.  As  you  undoubtedly  have  read,  we  have  advised  Americans 
in  the  Embassy  to  return — I  mean  the  dependents  of  the  Americans  in  the 
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Embassy  to  return.  And  we  have  warned  Americans  in  Beirut,  particularly,  that 
the  situation  is  very  serious  and  that  they  should  leave,  and  the  sooner  the  better. 

Q.  Would  you  send  troops  in,  if  necessary  ? 

The  President.  I  wouldn't  want  to  speculate  on  any  action  of  that  kind.  I 
don't  think  it  will  be  necessary.  In  the  meantime,  we  are  working  with  all 
parties — and  it  is  a  very  confused  situation  in  Lebanon.  They  have  the  Muslims, 
the  Christians,  the  Palestinians.  It  is  a  very  complicated  situation.  We  have,  in 
proper  channels,  sought  to  calm  the  various  factions  in  an  appropriate  way, 
because  we  think  it  is  tragic  that  a  country  like  Lebanon  is  being  torn  apart  by 
these  riots  that  have  gone  on  far  too  long  and  have  been  far  too  bloody.  But  I 
wouldn't  speculate — I  think  it  would  be.  inadvisable — as  to  any  action  I  might 
take.  We  urge  the  Americans,  because  of  the  tenseness  of  the  problems,  that  it 
would  be  in  their  own  best  interest  to  leave  at  the  present  time. 

UNITED  NATIONS   RESOLUTION   ON  ZIONISM 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  there  is  considerable  feeling  in  south  Florida  that  the 
attacks  in  the  United  Nations  on  Zionism  as  being  racist  are  unfair  and  inaccu- 
rate— especially  the  Jewish  community  feels  this  way.  Your  guest  here  in 
Jacksonville,  President  Sadat,  has  made  similar  statements.  How  do  you  feel 
about  these  allegations,  and  what  action  will  our  Government  take  if  the  United 
Nations  brands  Zionism  as  racist  ? 

The  President.  I  am  sure  you  know  Ambassador  Moynihan  has  spoken  out 
very  strongly  on  this  issue.  I  am  sure  you  know  that  Secretary  Kissinger  has 
also  spoken  out  emphatically.  I  issued  a  statement  doing  precisely  the  same.^ 
So,  this  Administration  is  very,  very  much  opposed  to  the  resolution  to  which 
you  refer.  We  are  doing  all  we  possibly  can  in  the  United  Nations  to  defeat  the 
resolution.  We  think  it  is  contrary  to  the  basic  Charter  of  the  United  Nations. 
And  if  we  can  defeat  it,  which  I  hope  we  can,  the  matter  will  be  resolved.  And 
I  am  getting  more  and  more  optimistic  that  the  possibility  does  exist,  because  it 
is  fundamentally  contrary  to  the  United  Nations  Charter.  What  we  will  do  if 
we  lose  is  a  matter  that  I  will  pass  judgment  on  at  that  time.  But  I  think  on  sober 
reflection  that  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  United  Nations  will  recognize 
that  that  is  not  in  consonance  with  the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations. 

1976  PRESIDENTIAL   CAMPAIGN 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  said  a  few  moments  ago  that  you  intend  to  fully 
participate  in  the  Florida  March  Presidential  primary.  Congressman  Frey  has 


^  See  Item  640. 
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said  that  despite  attempts  on  your  life — and  he  was  quoted  on  this  about  3  weeks 
ago — that  you  might  be  engaging  in  some  door-to-door  campaigning  if  security 
problems  could  be  worked  out.  Do  you  think  that  is  wise  ? 

The  President.  I  saw  Lou  Frey's  comment  in  that  regard,  and  quite  frankly, 
my  own  technique  of  campaigning— if  that  is  the  right  word — is  to  meet  people 
face  to  face.  I  think  that  is  the  way  candidates  ought  to  participate.  Now,  that 
is  possible  when  you  are  running  for  a  governorship  or  a  senatorship  or  a  Con- 
gressional race.  Whether  or  not  it  is  feasible  for  a  President  to  do  so  under  some 
of  the  problems  we  have  faced  in  recent  months  may  dictate  that  it  shouldn't 
be  done.  But  if  I  had  my  druthers,  if  I  were  to  make  the  choice  myself,  I  think 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  merit  to  it. 

NEW   YORK   CITY 

[8.]  Q.  On  the  New  York  City  situation,  sir,  there  has  been  some  specula- 
tion lately  that,  because  of  pending  legislation  in  Congress,  you  might  have  to 
accept  a  bill  which  would  contain  loan  guarantees  in  order  to  get  the  bank- 
ruptcy law  provisions  you  want  or  you  would  veto  both.  Can  you  conceive  of  be- 
ing confronted  with  a  situation  like  that,  and  if  so,  what  would  your  actions  be  ? 

The  President.  I  was  very  forthright  in  the  remarks  I  made  last  Wednesday 
that  I  would  not  accept  any  of  the  legislation  that  at  that  time  was  in  one 
committee  or  another  in  the  House  as  well  as  in  the  Senate.  I  still  feel  that  way 
because  I  don't  think  those  solutions  are  right  on  the  fundamental  issue  of  the 
relationship  between  the  Federal  Government,  the  States,  and  local  units  of 
government.  I  don't  think  it  would  solve  the  fundamental  problem  of  getting 
New  York  City's  financial  matters  under  control. 

I  believe  the  best  way  for  that  to  be  done  is  the  recommendation  I  made  which 
was  that  if  necessary— and  I  don't  really  assume  it  is  necessary  because  I  think 
the  city  and  the  State  can  still  do  certain  things  that  would  preclude  it — but  if 
necessary,  we  would  have  a  new  chapter  in  the  Bankruptcy  Act,  Chapter  XVI, 
as  I  recall,  that  would  then  turn  the  affairs  over  to  a  Federal  court,  and  I  think 
that  is  the  right  answer.  If  we  are  faced  with  the  combination  of  something  that 
is  bad  and  something  that  is  good,  I  will  take  a  look  at  it,  but  the  odds  are,  be- 
cause I  feel  so  strongly  the  other  is  not  a  right  answer,  that  I  would  not  look  with 
favor  on  it. 

Q.  You  said,  sir,  you  would  not  bail  out,  financially.  New  York  City.  Would 
you  permit,  as  far  as  you  could  control  it,  any  Federal  aid  to  New  York  City  ? 

The  President.  Let  me  set  the  proper  perspective  on  this.  The  impression  is 
created  in  some  circles  that  the  Federal  Government  has  not  been  generous  to 
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New  York  City.  This  current  fiscal  year,  the  budget  for  New  York  City  is  $12.2 
or  $12.3  bilUon.  The  Federal  Government  taxpayers  from  all  over  this  country 
contribute  25  percent  of  that— over  $3  billion.  So,  the  Federal  Government  has 
been  very  generous  in  its  help  and  assistance  over  the  years  with  the  city  of  New 
York. 

Now,  I  have  said  that  if  necessary,  after  default,  that  the  Federal  Government 
would  find  a  way  in  conjunction  with  the  court  to  provide  essential  services — 
fire,  police,  emergency  hospital  actions.  I  think  that  is  essential  to  maintain  the 
proper  atmosphere  in  New  York  City.  But  I  do  not  think  that  we  should  go  in 
with  a  so-called  bailout. 

Now,  you  know.  New  York  City  has  8  million  wonderful  people,  but  they 
have  been  the  victims  of  public  officials  who  haven't  been  forthright  with  them 
over  the  years,  and  we  have  to  find  a  mechanism  to  straighten  out  their  sad  fiscal 
affairs. 

I  believe  my  recommendation  is  the  way  to  do  it.  It  involves  no  Federal  fund- 
ing, if  the  right  actions  are  taken  by  the  city  and  the  State.  It  involves  the  poten- 
tial of  some  Federal  assistance  through  the  court,  if  necessary,  for  fire,  police,  and 
so  forth. 

Q.  A  lot  of  those  8  million  persons,  sir,  are  voters. 

The  President.  I  think  we  have  to — in  this  case  it  is  so  fundamental — look 
beyond  any  political  consequences.  This  is  a  very  fundamental  issue,  and  I  am 
trying  to  do  what  is  right — right  for  the  people  of  New  York  City,  for  whom  I 
have  nothing  but  great  sympathy  and  compassion,  and  at  the  same  time,  pre- 
clude the  encouragement  of  other  local  units  of  government  of  being  as  irre- 
sponsible as  the  case  has  been  in  New  York  City.  So,  we  will  not  only  have  New 
York  City  but  we  will  have  10  or  15  other  communities.  That  is  the  real  danger. 

Then,  if  I  might  come  back  to  this  point,  supposing  we  bail  out  New  York 
City  as  some  are  recommending  ?  Then  you  have  a  flood  of  other  communities 
that  have  equal  problems.  In  the  final  analysis,  who  is  going  to  bail  out  the 
United  States  ? 

Q.  Mr.  President,  at  least  one  columnist  thinks  there  is  a  great  deal  of  hypoc- 
risy in  talking  about  money  management  in  New  York  City.  He  points  to  the 
fact  that  there  are  a  great  many  Federal  programs  that  are  as  equally  irre- 
sponsible and  equally  high  spending.  He  sees  a  bit  of  divisiveness  between 
criticizing  New  York  on  one  hand  and  being  part  of  a  Federal  Establishment 
that  has  spent  up  to  the  hilt  on  the  other  hand. 

The  President.  I  couldn't  agree  with  you  more.  And  if  you  go  back  to  my 
State  of  the  Union  Message  in  January  of  1975,  you  will  find  that  I  said  that 
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there  had  to  be  certain  drastic  action  taken  to  control  Federal  expenditures.  I 
said  there  must  be  a  cutback  in  the  growth  of  Federal  spending,  and  I  itemized 
a  number  of  areas  where  that  should  be  done.  I  called  upon  the  Congress  to  take 
corrective  action  for  that  purpose.  In  my  recommendations  for  a  $28  billion  tax 
reduction  and  a  $28  billion  reduction  in  the  growth  of  Federal  spending,  I  was 
saying  the  same  thing. 

We  have  got  to  stop  the  growth  of  Federal  spending.  If  it  isn't  stopped,  w^e 
will  be  engulfed.  So,  what  we  are  trying  to  do  in  the  Federal  Government  to 
stop  the  growth  of  Federal  spending  and  to  get  our  fiscal  matters  under  control 
is  exactly  the  same  thing  I  am  teUing  the  city  of  New  York  it  must  do. 

Q.  Is  there  any  bill  that  could  come  out  to  bail  out  New  York  that  you  would 
accept  ? 

The  President.  None,  other  than  the  one  I  recommended,  because  I  think 
that  is  the  only  fundamental  solution. 

Q.  But  can  there  be  a  domino  effect  from  default  ?  Other  cities  are  fearing  to 
float  municipal  bond  issues  and,  therefore,  delaying  or  canceling  projects  and 
putting  people  out  of  work  potentially. 

The  President.  It  is  very  interesting,  within  the  last  week  or  10  days  two 
communities  in  the  metropolitan  area  of  Washington — not  Washington,  D.C, — 
floated  municipal  bond  issues,  got  the  best  price  they  have  gotten,  I  think,  in 
the  history  of  these  communities. 

Those  communities  that  have  been  well  run  won't  have  serious  problems.  And 
let  me  add  this  point:  There  were  all  kinds  of  scare  stories  floated  around  that 
the  bond  market  would  collapse  and  the  stock  market  would  collapse.  We  had 
some  advice  from  others — not  only  domestically  but  otherwise — that  catastrophe 
might  take  place.  The  truth  is  the  bond  market  had  already  discounted  the  pos- 
sible impHcations  of  a  New  York  City  default.  So,  there  was  a  minimal  amount 
of  disturbance  in  the  bond  market  in  New  York  City. 

The  real  problem  is  a  lot  of  people  have — and  primarily  big  investors — sub- 
stantial amounts  of  New  York  City  obligations,  very  high  interest  rates.  They 
bought  them  in  the  open  market.  They  gambled.  They  took  a  chance  that  New 
York  City  would  become  responsible  fiscally.  It  was  a  bad  deal,  apparently.  But 
they  took  a  gamble  under  our  society.  And  I  just  don't  think  you  can  ask  the 
taxpayers  throughout  the  United  States  to  bail  out  people  who  had  made  invest- 
ments in  a  free  market  of  their  own  choice. 

Q.  What  about  banks  and  holding  companies  who  have  also  big  investments  ? 

The  President.  Should  the  taxpayers  of  the  United  States  bail  out  the  bank- 
ing institutions  in  New  York  City  or  elsewhere  ?  Should  the  taxpayers  in  Jack- 
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sonville  or  Tampa  or  Miami  or  anyplace  else  bail  out  the  bankers  who  made  an 
investment  with  their  eyes  wide  open  ?  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  Would  there  be  any  protection  for  the  banks  ? 

The  President.  It  is  interesting  on  that  point,  because  the  city  of  Detroit  went 
in  default  in  1933  or  1934.  The  city  of  Detroit  had  lots  of  obHgations  out.  They 
renegotiated  the  payment  period.  They  renegotiated,  as  I  understand,  the  inter- 
est payments,  and  the  city  of  Detroit  straightened  out  its  fiscal  problems, 
primarily  as  a  result  of  the  Depression.  And  the  net  result  was  every  investor  in 
Detroit  bonds  was  paid  off. 

It  took  a  little  more  time.  They  got  a  little  less  interest,  but  everybody  was 
paid  off,  and  I  think  that  is  an  example  of  what  can  be  done.  It  was  done  in 
Detroit  in  the  1930's,  and  in  other  communities,  I  might  add.  I  am  told  some  in 
Florida  went  through  the  same  problem  of  the  1920  boom  and  bust  that 
followed. 

People  buy  securities  on  a  gamble,  on  a  risk,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the 
taxpayers  in  other  parts  of  the  country  should  bail  out  those  people  who  made 
those  investments  on  their  own  choice.  Nobody  forced  them  to  buy  anything. 

CUBA 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  there  have  been  reports  that  efforts  toward  detente 
with  Cuba  have  been  pushed  aside  until  after  the  Florida  primary.  Is  that  correct  ? 

The  President.  That  is  not  accurate.  The  situation  in  Cuba  vis-a-vis  the 
United  States  is  one  where  we  have  repeatedly  asserted  that  the  Cuban  people 
and  the  American  people  have  had  a  long  history  of  good  relations,  and  there 
is  no  reason  why  there  should  be  a  permanent  rupture  of  that  relationship. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  no  sign  yet  that  the  Cuban  Government  has  made 
any  significant  gesture  as  far  as  the  United  States  is  concerned.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  I  was  very  upset  with  the  Cuban  action  where  they  led  the  fight,  so  to 
speak,  in  trying  to  indicate  that  Puerto  Rico  should  be  independent  of  the 
United  States. 

I  think  that  was  harmful  to  any  betterment  of  relations  between  the  United 
States  and  Cuba.  But  I  repeat  that  there  is  no  reason  why  in  the  long  run  there 
shouldn't  be  a  resumption  of  the  good  rapport  between  the  Cuban  people  on 
the  one  hand  and  the  American  people  on  the  other.  But  the  governmental 
problems  relate  to  more  serious  difficulties. 

DRUG  SMUGGLING 

[10.]  Q.  Let  me  touch  on  one  final  thing  that  relates  to  Florida  and  its  neigh- 
bors. The  smuggling  of  drugs  into  Florida  is  on  the  increase,  which  seems  to  say 
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that  the  patrols  are  not  effective.  Do  you  have  any  alternate  plan  to  solve  drug 
smuggling? 

The  President.  The  President's  Domestic  Council  just  received  a  report 
which  makes  certain  recommendations.  It  is  being  circulated  in  the  departments. 
And  I  am  certain  that  report,  with  the  recommendations  of  the  departments 
affected,  will  come  up  with  some  proposals  that  will  improve  and  better  our 
handling  of  the  smuggling  of  drugs  in  the  United  States. 

1976  PRESIDENTIAL  CAMPAIGN 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  as  you  know,  there  are  a  great  many  Democrats  who 
would  like  your  job  next  year,  and  most  of  the  talk  seems  to  center  on  two 
particularly — Senators  Humphrey  and  Kennedy.  Do  you  have  any  prediction's  at 
this  moment  as  to  which,  if  it  narrows  down  to  those  two,  would  be  the  Demo- 
cratic nominee,  and  which  you  would  prefer  to  run  against  if  you  are  your 
party's  nominee  ? 

The  President.  Some  time  ago,  4  or  5  months,  as  I  recall,  I  forecast  that 
Hubert  Humphrey  would  be  the  Democratic  nominee.  I  said  that  primarily 
because  on  or  about  that  time  Senator  Kennedy  had  made  a  very  categorical 
statement  that  he  would  not  be  a  candidate.  And  I  took  him  for  what  he  said, 
when  the  words  were  very  specific. 

So,  if  you  have  the  rest  of  the  field,  it  seems  to  me  that  Hubert  Humphrey  is 
the  most  likely  person  to  get  the  nomination.  I  know  him;  I  like  him.  We  have 
many  differences,  but  I  think  that  would  be  a  good  contest. 

Reporter.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  The  interview  began  at  2:44  p.m.  at  the  Deer-  of  WJXT-TV,  Jacksonville,  Ron  Hunter  of  WPLG- 
v^rood  Country  Club.  It  vi^as  taped  for  broadcast  on  TV,  Miami,  Hugh  Smith  of  WTVT-TV,  Tampa, 
November  3.  Participants  included  William  D.  Grove       and  Ben  Aycrigg  of  WDBO-TV,  Orlando. 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Annual  Report  on 
United  States  Participation  in  the  United  Nations. 
November  3^  1975 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  pleased  to  send  to  the  Congress  the  29th  annual  report  on  United  States 
participation  in  the  work  of  the  United  Nations. 

This  report,  which  covers  the  Calendar  Year  1974,  shows  how  U.S.  national 
interests  were  affected  by  the  work  of  the  United  Nations,  its  specialized  agen- 
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cies  and  its  special  programs.  It  shows  the  many  ways  in  which  the  United 
States  utihzed  the  United  Nations  to  promote  world  peace,  economic  progress 
and  social  justice.  It  also  shows  that  at  times  a  majority,  unfortunately,  took 
decisions  on  important  political  and  economic  issues  without  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  views  of  some  of  the  nations  most  importantly  involved. 

During  1974,  the  Third  Law  of  the  Sea  Conference  in  Caracas,  the  World 
Population  Conference  in  Bucharest,  and  the  World  Food  Conference  in  Rome 
all  focused  attention  on  worldwide  problems  that  can  be  solved  only  by  interna- 
tional cooperation.  The  United  States  made  constructive  contributions  to  all 
these  conferences. 

The  report  gives  special  attention  to  UN  efforts  designed  with  U.S.  support: 

—to  keep  the  peace  on  Cyprus,  in  the  Middle  East  and  elsewhere; 
— to  strengthen  international  arms  control  and  disarmament  programs; 
— to  find  a  solution  to  the  problem  of  world  food  shortages  and  maldistribu- 
tion; 
— to  control  population  growth; 
— to  relieve  the  victims  of  natural  and  other  disasters; 
— to  promote  international  economic  and  social  development; 
— to  develop  more  effective  procedures  to  protect  human  rights ;  and 
— to  improve  the  functioning  of  the  United  Nations  itself. 

Not  all  the  work  of  the  United  Nations  is  cited  in  this  report.  Many  UN  activ- 
ities of  great  importance  to  the  United  States  do  not  make  headlines.  This  is 
particularly  true  of  the  regular  economic,  social  and  service  types  of  activities 
which  account  for  the  employment  of  more  than  90  percent  of  total  UN  per- 
sonnel and  the  expenditure  of  more  than  90  percent  of  the  funds  made  available 
by  governments  to  the  United  Nations.  For  example,  the  World  Weather  Watch 
of  the  World  Meteorological  Organization,  the  worldwide  smallpox  eradication 
program  of  the  World  Health  Organization,  the  work  of  the  International  Civil 
Aviation  Organization  and  the  work  of  the  International  Atomic  Energy 
Agency — particularly  its  application  of  safeguards  to  nuclear  fuel  and  the  by- 
products of  nuclear  plants — all  contribute  to  the  safety,  health  and  well-being  of 
American  citizens  and  those  of  other  nations  throughout  the  world. 

Nevertheless,  some  of  the  actions  taken  by  the  United  Nations  in  1974  threaten 
to  distort  this  positive  thrust  and  make  cooperation  within  the  organization  more 
difficult.  There  was,  for  example,  a  clash  of  interests  between  the  industrialized 
nations  and  developing  nations.  This  was  particularly  evident  in  the  sixth  special 
session  of  the  General  Assembly  when  the  majority  of  developing  countries 
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insisted  on  the  adoption  of  a  program  of  action  for  a  "new  international  economic 
order"  despite  the  serious  reservations  of  the  industriaUzed  nations  about  its 
acceptabihty  and  even  its  w^orkabihty.  Other  divisive  actions  included  the  invita- 
tion by  the  29th  General  Assembly  to  the  Palestine  Liberation  Organization  to 
participate  as  an  observer  in  the  v^ork  of  the  organization,  the  discriminatory 
treatment  accorded  Israel  by  UNESCO  and  the  improper  suspension  of  South 
Africa  from  participation  in  the  General  Assembly.  How^ever,  by  the  end  of 
the  year  there  v^ere  signs  of  a  growing  awareness  of  the  dangers  from  confronta- 
tion and  of  a  willingness  to  explore  the  possibilities  of  conciliation  and  com- 
promise. 

In  this  30th  anniversary  year  of  the  United  Nations,  the  underlying  purposes 
and  principles  of  the  Organization  remain  as  valid  as  when  they  were  first  set 
forth  in  Article  1  of  the  UN  Charter: 

— to  maintain  international  peace  and  security; 

— to  develop  friendly  relations  among  nations  based  on  respect  for  the  prin- 
ciple of  equal  rights  and  self-determination  of  peoples; 

—to  achieve  international  cooperation  in  solving  international  problems  of  an 
economic,  social,  cultural  or  humanitarian  character; 

— to  promote  respect  for  human  rights ;  and 

— to  harmonize  the  actions  of  nations. 

Despite  difficulties,  I  beUeve  there  has  been  progress  toward  achieving  these 
purposes.  The  United  States  is  seeking  to  promote  cooperation  among  UN  mem- 
bers and  to  discourage  confrontation.  In  our  increasingly  interdependent  world 
there  is  no  practical  alternative  to  cooperation,  and  if  the  United  Nations  con- 
tinues on  a  course  of  confrontation  this  can  only  result  in  the  serious  weakening 
of  that  body.  The  United  States,  for  its  part,  will  stand  firm  in  support  of  the 
principles  embodied  in  the  United  Nations  Charter. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

November  3, 1975. 

note:  The  478-page  report  is  entitled  "U.S.  Participation  in  the  UN,  Report  by  the  President  to  the  Congress 
for  the  Year  1974." 
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657 

The  President's  News  Conference  of 
November  3,  1973 

Statement  Announcing  Personnel  Changes  in  the  Administration 

The  President.  [L]  Good  evening.  I  have  several  announcements  to  make 
tonight. 

First,  w^ith  respect  to  foreign  policy  and  national  security  affairs:  You  will 
recall  that  w^hen  I  became  President  a  year  ago  last  August,  I  indicated  that  I 
believed  it  w^as  essential  to  guarantee  stability  and  continuity  in  the  conduct 
of  U.S.  foreign  pohcy.  I  made  a  conscious  decision  at  that  time  not  to  change 
personnel  in  the  important  national  security  area.  I  have,  however,  made  a 
number  of  significant  changes  in  the  Cabinet  in  the  domestic  area. 

We  have  now  successfully  reassured  our  allies  that  the  United  States  will 
stand  firm  in  the  face  of  any  threat  to  our  national  interest  and  convinced  poten- 
tial adversaries  that  America  will  aggressively  seek  out  ways  to  reduce  the 
threat  of  war. 

Therefore,  I  am  tonight  announcing  several  personnel  changes  which  I  believe 
will  strengthen  the  Administration  in  the  important  area  of  national  security 
affairs. 

SECRETARY  OF   DEFENSE 

I  intend  to  nominate  Donald  Rumsfeld  as  my  new  Secretary  of  Defense.  Don 
has  served  with  distinction  as  a  Congressman  from  Illinois,  Director  of  the 
Office  of  Economic  Opportunity,  Director  of  the  Cost  of  Living  Council,  and 
as  Ambassador  to  NATO.  For  the  past  year  he  has  been  my  senior  White 
House  Assistant  and  a  member  of  my  Cabinet.  He  has  the  experience  and  skill 
needed  to  help  our  country  maintain  a  defense  capability  second  to  none. 

The  Nation  owes  Secretary  Schlesinger  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude  for  his  able 
service  to  his  country  as  Chairman  of  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission,  Director 
of  the  CIA,  and  as  Secretary  of  Defense. 

ASSISTANT   TO   THE   PRESIDENT   FOR   NATIONAL   SECURITY   AFFAIRS 

Henry  Kissinger  has  been  serving  with  great  distinction  and  success  as  Sec- 
retary of  State  and  as  my  Assistant  for  National  Security  Affairs.  Secretary 
Kissinger  will  relinquish  his  post  as  Assistant  to  the  President  to  devote  his  full 
time  to  his  important  responsibilities  as  Secretary  of  State. 
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Brent  Scowcroft,  who  has  been  serving  ably  for  3  years  as  Deputy  Assistant 
at  the  White  House,  will  move  up  to  Assistant  to  the  President  for  National 
Security  Affairs. 

DIRECTOR  OF   CENTRAL   INTELLIGENCE 

For  the  past  year  George  Bush  has  been  U.S.  Representative  to  the  People's 
RepubUc  of  China.  He  has  served  with  great  skill  as  a  Congressman  and  as 
Ambassador  to  the  United  Nations.  It  is  my  intention  to  nominate  Ambassador 
Bush  to  be  Director  of  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency. 

The  CIA  is  one  of  our  Nation's  most  important  institutions.  In  recent  months 
it  has  been  the  focus  of  some  controversy.  During  this  difficult  period,  Bill 
Colby,  as  Director  of  the  CIA,  has  done  an  outstanding  job  of  working  with 
the  Congress  to  look  into  and  to  correct  any  abuses  that  may  have  occurred 
in  the  past,  while  maintaining  an  effective  foreign  intelligence  capability. 

ASSISTANT  TO  THE  PRESIDENT 

Mr.  Richard  Cheney,  who  has  been  serving  effectively  as  Deputy  Assistant, 
will  replace  Don  Rumsfeld  as  Assistant  to  the  President  and  will  take  over  his 
responsibilities  for  coordinating  the  White  House  staff. 

SECRETARY  OF   COMMERCE 

In  a  separate  area,  I  have  one  additional  personnel  announcement  to  make. 

Some  weeks  ago.  Secretary  of  Commerce  Rogers  Morton  indicated  to  me 
that  after  the  first  of  the  year  he  would  like  to  reduce  the  pace  of  his  activities 
and  resign  his  current  position  to  return  to  the  private  sector. 

Rog  Morton  has  served  with  great  distinction  in  the  Congress,  and  in  two 
Cabinet  posts  for  the  last  5  years.  He  has  earned  the  respect  of  Americans  every- 
where. He  has  been  a  long  and  close  personal  friend.  I  am  deeply  grateful  for 
his  valuable  service,  and  I  will  be  calling  on  his  assistance  in  the  future. 

Elliot  Richardson  will  be  nominated  to  become  Secretary  of  Commerce.  An 
able  former  Secretary  of  Defense,  Secretary  of  HEW,  and  Attorney  General, 
Mr.  Richardson  is  presently  serving  as  our  Ambassador  to  Great  Britain.  I 
know  he  will  do  an  important  job  in  his  new  assignment. 

I  hope  that  the  Senate  will  move  rapidly  to  confirm  my  nominees  for  those 
positions  which  require  confirmation. 

Now,  to  the  questions.  Mr.  Growald  [Richard  H.  Growald,  United  Press 
International]. 
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Questions 

vice  president  rockefeller 

[2.]  Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President,  for  your  rundown  on  the  personnel 
changes.  There  has  been  one  other  personnel  change,  or  a  suggested  change 
today.  And  I  wonder,  in  your  estimation,  Mr.  President,  has  the  Vice  President, 
by  his  action  today,  sacrificed  himself  on  your  political  behalf,  and  have  you  in 
any  way  urged  him  to  do  so  ? 

The  President.  The  decision  by  Vice  President  Rockefeller  was  a  decision 
on  his  own.  He  made  the  decision  and  delivered  to  me  personally  the  letter 
that  has  now  been  published.^ 

The  Vice  President  has  done  a  superb  job  and  will  continue  to  do  so  in  the 
months  ahead.  But  under  no  circumstances  was  it  a  request  by  me.  It  was  a 
decision  by  him. 

Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President.  A  follow-up  question.  Would  you  accept  Gov- 
ernor Reagan  or  former  Governor  Connally  as  your  running  mate  next  year  ? 

The  President.  We  have  a  long  time,  many  months,  to  discuss  and  to  think 
about  that  matter.  I  will  give  it  my  closest  attention  as  to  my  running  mate. 


*  Earlier  in  the  day  the  Vice  President  had  presented  a  letter  to  the  President  at  the  White  House.  The 
text  of  the  letter,  dated  November  3,  1975,  and  released  by  the  Office  of  the  Vice  President,  read  as  follows: 

Dear  Mr.  President: 

The  time  is  virtually  at  hand  when  you  will  be  firming  up  your  program  for  the  Presidential  primaries, 
the  Republican  National  Convention  and  the  Presidential  Campaign  of  1976.  Involving,  as  this  must, 
difficult  calculations,  considerations  and  decisions,  it  will  clearly  help  you  in  this  task  if  the  range  of  options 
is  simplified  at  the  earliest  time. 

As  I  have  told  you  and  the  American  people,  I  have  been  honored  by  your  nomination  of  me  as  Vice 
President  and  by  the  approval  of  the  Congress.  In  association  with  you  in  the  months  since  that  time,  I  have 
come  to  have  the  highest  regard  for  your  dedication  to  the  Presidency  and  for  your  courage,  resolution  and 
forthrightness.   Your  friendship   and   that  of  Mrs.   Ford   mean  much   to   Mrs.   Rockefeller   and   myself. 

My  acceptance  of  the  Vice  Presidency,  as  you  know,  was  based  upon  my  concern  to  help  restore  national 
unity  and  confidence  after  the  shattering  experience  of  Watergate.  Working  under  your  leadership  toward 
this  goal  has  been  challenging  and  rewarding  as  our  basic  institutions  are  surmounting  the  unprecedented 
crisis  and  the  nation  is  returning  to  its  regular  elective  presidential  pattern  next  year. 

Regarding  next  year  and  my  own  situation,  I  have  made  clear  to  you  and  to  the  public  that  I  was  not  a 
candidate  for  the  Vice  Presidency,  that  no  one  realistically  can  be  such,  and  that  the  choice  of  a  Vice 
Presidential  running  mate  is,  and  must  be,  up  to  the  Presidential  candidate  to  recommend  to  a  national 
party  convention. 

After  much  thought,  I  have  decided  further  that  I  do  not  wish  my  name  to  enter  into  your  consideration 
for  the  upcoming  Republican  Vice  Presidential  nominee.  I  wish  you  to  know  this  now  for  your  own  planning. 
I  shall,  of  course,  continue  to  serve  as  Vice  President  to  discharge  my  Constitutional  obligations  and  to  assist 
in  every  way  I  can  in  carrying  on  to  cope  with  the  problems  that  confront  the  nation  until  the  installation 
once  again  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  duly  elected  by  the  people  of  this  great  Republic. 
Sincerely  yours. 

Nelson  A.  Rockefeller 
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But  we  have  got  lots  of  time,  and  we  will  think  about  all  of  those  alternatives 
as  we  move  ahead  and  try  to  do  the  business  of  the  Government. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  have  you  any  commitment  in  your  conversations  with 
Governor  Rockefeller  that  he  will  support  you  in  1976,  or  might  he  conceivably 
go  off  and  seek  the  job  himself? 

The  President.  Vice  President  Rockefeller  has  assured  me  categorically  that 
he  will  support  me  in  1976. 

SECRETARY   OF   STATE   KISSINGER 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  we  are  told  that  not  only  have  there  been  personnel 
changes  in  the  area  of  foreign  policy  and  national  security  matters  but  the 
decisionmaking  process  has  been  altered  as  well,  that  Secretary  Kissinger  now 
will  have  to  share  access  to  you  on  a  regular  basis  with  the  new  Defense  Secre- 
tary and  with  Mr.  Bush  of  CIA.  That  leaves  a  very  strong  impression  that 
Secretary  Kissinger's  influence  in  both  these  fields  has  been  substantially  re- 
duced. Is  that  a  correct  impression  ? 

The  President.  Let  me  state  affirmatively  that  Secretary  Kissinger  has  done  a 
superb  job  as  Secretary  of  State  and  as  my  Assistant  for  National  Security  Affairs. 
He  will  continue  to  handle  the  responsibilities  of  a  foreign  policy  which  I  think 
has  been  not  only  successful  but  in  the  best  interest  of  the  United  States. 

There  will  be  organizational  changes,  as  I  have  indicated,  and  there  will  be 
closer  liaison  and  cooperation  as  is  necessary  as  we  move  ahead.  But  Secretary 
Kissinger  will  have  the  dominant  role  in  the  formulation  of  and  the  carrying 
out  of  foreign  policy. 

PERSONNEL   CHANGES 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  could  you  tell  us  why  Mr.  Schlesinger  and  Mr.  Colby 
did  not  fit  on  your  new  team  ? 

The  President.  I  think  any  President  has  to  have  the  opportunity  to  put  to- 
gether his  own  team.  They  were  kept  on  when  I  assumed  office  because  I  wanted 
continuity.  But  any  President,  to  do  the  job  that  is  needed  and  necessary,  has  to 
have  his  own  team  in  the  area  of  foreign  policy.  I  believe  the  team  that  I  have 
assembled,  as  I  have  indicated  tonight,  will  do  a  first-class  job. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  there  are  reports,  though,  sir,  that  Secretary  Schlesinger  was 
in  conflict  with  your  attitude  on  detente  and  with  Secretary  Kissinger's.  Can  you 
address  yourself  to  that  ? 

The  President.  There  were  no  basic  differences.  I  wanted  the  team  that  I 
selected.  And  as  President  I  think  it  is  important  that  a  President  have  that  kind 
of  a  team  on  an  affirmative  basis.  And  I  have  it  in  Secretary  Kissinger  and  in 
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Don  Rumsfeld  and  Brent  Scowcroft.  I  put  it  on  the  affirmative  side  that  they 
are  my  choices  and  that  we  can  work  together  effectively  to  carry  out  an  effective 
foreign  policy. 

VICE   PRESIDENT  ROCKEFELLER 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  have  said  many  times  that  Vice  President  Rocke- 
feller along  with  you  made  a  team  that  was  one  you  liked  and  that  you  said 
there  was  no  reason  to  break  up  that  team.  What  I  want  to  know  is,  did  you  urge 
him  not  to  withdraw  from  the  race  for  the  Vice-Presidential  nomination  ? 

The  President.  The  Vice  President  came  to  me  and  indicated  that  what  he 
said  in  the  letter  was  his  decision,  and  I  accepted  it. 

Q.  One  other  question  on  the  Vice-Presidential  race.  Does  the  nomination  of 
Donald  Rumsfeld  as  Defense  Secretary  and  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Bush  as  CIA 
Director,  does  that  eliminate  them  as  Vice-Presidential  running  mate  possibil- 
ities ? 

The  President.  They  are  first-class  public  officials.  They  have  important 
responsibilities.  I  don't  think  they  are  eliminated  from  consideration  by  any- 
body— the  delegates  to  the  convention  or  myself. 

foreign  policy 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  would  you  be  more  specific  and  tell  us  exactly  how  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Rumsfeld  and  Mr.  Bush  to  their  new  posts  will  strengthen 
your  team  in  the  area  of  foreign  affairs  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  have  indicated  that  Ambassador  Bush  had  been  an 
Ambassador  at  the  United  Nations  for  2  years.  He  has  been  in  China  for  better 
than  a  year.  He  is  a  man  of  experience  in  public  life  as  a  Member  of  Congress. 
And  Don  Rumsfeld  has  had  excellent  service  in  the  Congress.  He  has  been 
in  the  White  House  for  14  months.  He  was  in  NATO.  Don  Rumsfeld  has 
experience  and  the  kind  of  working  relationship  with  me  that  I  think  will  be  very 
helpful. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  if  I  could  follow  up,  does  this  have  any  specific  implication 
for  policy  ? 

The  President.  I  have  indicated  that  in  my  judgment  we  have  been  very 
successful  in  the  execution  of  foreign  policy  on  behalf  of  the  United  States.  We 
have  achieved  great  success  in  the  Middle  East.  We  strengthened  NATO.  We 
have  continued  our  relations  on  a  good  basis  with  the  People's  Republic  of  China. 
We  are  working  with  the  Soviet  Union  in  certain  areas  to  relieve  tension.  The 
foreign  policy  of  this  country  is  in  good  hands.  But  I  wanted  a  team  that  was 
my  team,  and  this  team  of  Kissinger  and  Rumsfeld,  Bush  and  Scowcroft,  gives  to 
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me  the  kind  of  team  that  I  think  can  carry  out  and  execute  a  continuing,  success- 
ful foreign  poHcy. 

DETENTE 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Secretary  Schlesinger  has  expressed  pubHcly  some 
apprehension  about  detente.  And  I  wonder  if  you  can  give  us  some  assurance 
that  the  United  States  is  getting  at  least  as  much  out  of  it  as  the  Soviet  Union  is  ? 

The  President.  Let  me  assure  you  that  my  record  in  the  Congress  and  as  Vice 
President  and  as  President  has  been  one  of  strength  in  national  security  affairs, 
in  international  relations.  I  believe  that  in  our  attempt  to  ease  tensions  betw^een 
the  Soviet  Union  and  the  United  States,  v^e  have  achieved  a  tw^o-way  street,  and 
I  believe  that  the  policy  that  I  v^ill  f  ollov^,  the  team  that  I  have,  v^ill  continue  that 
policy  in  the  future. 

CENTRAL  intelligence  AGENCY 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  would  you  expect,  sir,  that  the  Central  Intelligence 
Agency,  under  Ambassador  Bush's  tenure,  would  continue  to  have  the  same 
relationship  with  the  Congressional  investigation  as  during  Mr.  Colby's  period 
in  office  ? 

The  President.  The  Central  Intelligence  Agency  will  continue  its  policy  of 
notifying  the  responsible  committees  in  the  Congress  as  to  developments.  They 
have  done  it  in  the  past;  they  will  continue  it  in  the  future.  I  can  see  no  change 
in  the  relations  of  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency  with  the  Congress  under  Mr. 
Bush  different  from  what  they  have  been  under  Mr.  Colby. 

Q.  Specifically,  sir,  as  the  Church  committee  continues  its  investigation,  your 
instructions  to  Mr.  Bush  would  be  to  cooperate  fully  with  that  investigation  ? 

The  President.  I  have  given  that  word  to  Mr.  Colby.  He  has  carried  it  out  in  a 
very  responsible  way,  and  Mr.  Bush  will  continue  that  policy. 

Mr.  SperUng  [Godfrey  Sperling,  Jr.,  Christian  Science  Monitor]. 

personnel  changes 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  how  do  you  make  a  high-level  personnel  shift  of  this 
kind,  such  a  fast  shift  ?  Did  you  ask  for  suggestions,  or  did  you  do  this  largely 
on  your  own  ? 

The  President.  I  did  it  totally  on  my  own.  It  was  my  decision.  I  fitted  the 
pieces  together,  and  they  fitted  excellently.  It  was  my  decision. 

Q.  With  Mr.  Rumsfeld,  who  is  involved  in  your  decision,  would  he  have  had 
any  input  into  the  overall  decision  ? 

The  President.  He  did  not. 


1796 


November  3  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1975  [657] 

VICE   PRESIDENT  ROCKEFELLER 

[10.]  Q.  Could  you  tell  us,  Mr.  President,  when  you  and  Mr.  Rockefeller 
first  discussed  his  withdrawal  and  what  reasons  he  gave  you  for  it  other  than 
what  he  stated  in  his  letter  ? 

The  President.  The  letter  speaks  for  itself.  I  don't  think  I  should  amplify  it. 
And  the  accompanying  statement,  which  was  agreed  to  between  him  and  myself, 
indicates  our  personal  views.  I  don't  think  we  have  to  go  beyond  the  letter  or  the 
joint  statement.^ 

Mr.  Kole  [John  W.  Kole,  Milwaukee  Journal] . 

GEORGE    BUSH    AND    DONALD    RUMSFELD 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  will  these  changes  that  you  have  made,  do  you  feel, 
give  you  a  more  directly  responsive  intelligence  community  than  you  have  had 
hitherto.  In  other  words,  do  you  feel  your  putting  Mr.  Bush  and  Mr.  Rumsfeld 
in  these  two  important  positions  gives  you  a  more  direct  control  over  the 
intelligence  community  than  it  has  been  previously  ? 

The  President.  Mr.  Bush  and  Don  Rumsfeld  are  long  personal  friends  of 
mine.  I  have  known  of  their  fine  record.  I  have  an  excellent  relationship  with 
them.  I  am  certain  that  they  will  contribute  very  significantly.  And  these  are 
my  guys  and  the  ones  that  I  wanted.  And  I  hope  and  trust  that  their  confirma- 
tion will  be  quick  in  the  United  States  Senate. 

further  personnel  changes 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  when  do  you  expect  to  fill  the  vacancies — the  Am- 
bassadorship vacancies — in  London  and  in  Peking.  And  do  you  plan  any  further 
changes  is  your  campaign  committee  ? 

The  President.  We  have  not  addressed  the  questions  of  replacements  for 
Mr.  Bush  or  Mr.  Richardson,  and  I  have  no  specific  changes  in  mind  at  the 
President  Ford  Committee.  In  due  time  there  will  be  a  person  to  succeed  David 
Packard. 

Q.  There  will  be  no  change  at  the  top,  sir — Mr.  Callaway  ? 

The  President.  I  have  indicated  what  the  changes  are. 

STRATEGIC  ARMS   LIMITATION 

[13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  Pentagon  and  Secretary  Schlesinger  have  been 
less  than  enthusiastic  about  the  Administration's  SALT  poHcies.  Can  we  expect 

*  The  joint  statement,  as  released  by  the  Vice  President's  press  office,  read  as  follows: 

The  President  and  the  Vice  President  have  a  complete  understanding  between  them  regarding  the  Vice 
President's  decision.  The  letter  speaks  for  itself.  The  initiative  was  the  Vice  President's. 
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to  see  an  acceleration  toward  an  agreement  now  that  this  power  shift  has 
occurred  ? 

The  President.  The  Defense  Department,  Secretary  Schlesinger  and  the 
others,  were  very  forthcoming  and  very  strong  in  endorsing  the  agreement 
that  I  reached  at  Vladivostok.  They  wholeheartedly  agreed  with  the  decisions 
that  were  reached  there.  We  expect  to  continue  to  pursue,  but  not  under  any 
pressure,  negotiations  with  the  Soviet  Union  in  strategic  arms  limitations.  We 
have  differences.  But  I  think  it  is  in  the  national  interest  for  us  to  continue  to 
work  toward  a  SALT  II  agreement.  But  we  are  under  no  time  pressure  to 
do  so. 

Q.  But  you  do  see  the  possibilities  for  a  second-stage  agreement,  then  ? 

The  President.  I  think  it  would  be  in  the  national  interest  if  we  can  get 
mutual  concessions  by  the  Soviet  Union  on  the  one  hand  and  by  us  on  the  other. 

NATIONAL  DEFENSE 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  if  you  were  Mr.  Brezhnev,  how  would  you  analyze 
the  removal  of  an  American  Secretary  of  State  who  is  known  for  his  advocacy 
of  a  strong  national  defense,  possibly  a  stronger  national  defense  than  his  rivals 
in  the  bureaucracy  ? 

The  President.  I  think  you  misstated  "Secretary  of  State"  at  the  outset. 

Q.  Right. 

The  President.  Well,  let  me  say  very  emphatically  there  is  no  one  in  this 
Government  more  emphatic  for  a  strong  national  defense  and  the  maintenance 
of  our  own  national  security  than  myself.  Secretary  Kissinger,  and  Don  Rums- 
feld, and  many  others  who  I  could  mention  by  name.  From  the  top  on  down,  we 
believe  in  strong  national  defense.  And  we  have  sought  to  implement  it,  and  we 
need  some  more  help  in  the  Congress.  I  won't  speculate  on  what  Mr.  Brezhnev 
might  feel  concerning  these  changes. 

Q.  Have  you  possibly  been  in  contact  with  him  directly  or  indirectly  to  explain 
what  they  mean,  to  leave  no  misunderstanding  on  his  part  ? 

The  President.  We  have  not. 

PERSONNEL   CHANGES 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  with  all  due  respect,  sir,  you  have  been  talking 
about  your  desire  to  make  your  own  team,  but  in  fact,  you  have  replaced  half 
the  team  and  you  haven't  replaced  the  other  half.  Mr.  Kissinger  and  Mr. 
Scowcroft  are  really  part  of  someone  else's  team  whom  you  have  elected  to 
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keep.  It  seems  to  me  that  you  really  haven't  answered  the  question:  What  did 
Secretary  Schlesinger  do  wrong  that  you  didn't  like  ? 

The  President.  I  have  affirmatively  answered  the  question  by  saying  that 
I  wanted  my  own  team,  and  I  am  keeping  Secretary  Kissinger  because  I  think 
he  has  done  an  outstanding  job  in  the  field  of  foreign  policy. 

I  wanted  a  change  in  the  Defense  Department  because  I  wanted,  in  that  case, 
a  person  that  I  have  known  and  worked  with  intimately  for  a  long  period 
of  time,  a  person  who  is  experienced  in  the  field  of  foreign  policy  and  who 
served  in  the  Department  of  Defense  as  a  naval  aviator.  The  President  has  the 
right  and  I  believe  ought  to  have  the  team  with  him  that  he  wants  to  carry 
out  the  policies  in  the  national  interest.  And  the  team  I  have  selected  will  do  so. 

RONALD  REAGAN 

[16.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  how  worried  are  you  about  Ronald  Reagan? 
[Laughter] 

The  President.  I  am  not  worried  about  any  competitor.  Democratic  or 
Republican. 

PRESIDENTIAL  TRAVEL 

[17.]  Q.  Much  of  the  criticism  of  your  travel  has  been  directed  at  the  idea 
that  you  are  greatly  concerned  about  a  challenge  from  your  right,  and  that 
is  why  you  have  been  to  California  three  times.  I  was  wondering  if  you  feel 
that  criticism  is  justified  ? 

The  President.  It's  ridiculous. 

Yes, Tom  [Thomas M.  DeFrank, Newsweek]. 

people's  republic  of  china 

[18.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  there  have  been  reports  that  the  China  trip  is  being 
reduced  from  a  possible  5  or  6  days  in  China  to  3  or  possibly  4  days.  Is  that  so, 
and  if  so,  why  ? 

The  President.  For  a  long  period  of  time,  Mr.  DeFrank,  we  have  had  tenta- 
tive plans  to  visit  the  People's  Republic  of  China.  Secretary  Kissinger  was  there 
several  weeks  ago.  As  far  as  we  are  concerned,  those  trip  plans  are  still  on,  and 
the  length  of  the  trip  will  be  decided  in  the  negotiations  between  Secretary 
Kissinger  and  the  Foreign  Minister  of  the  People's  Republic.  And  I  don't 
think  there  is  any  significance  in  the  areas  that  you  have  raised. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  hasn't  there  been  a  good  deal  of  debate  between  Dr.  Kis- 
singer and  Mr.  Rumsfeld  and  others  about  the  advisability  of  adding  stops  to 
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that  trip.  And  haven't  the  Chinese  indicated  that  they  would  not  be  particu- 
larly happy  if  you  did  add  some  stops  to  that  trip  ? 
The  President.  As  far  as  I  know,  the  answer  to  your  question  is  no. 

SECRETARY  OF   STATE  KISSINGER 

[19.]  Q.  Several  Members  of  the  Senate  are  concerned  that  Secretary  Kis- 
singer will  still  have  total  domination  of  foreign  policy  in  part  because  your 
national  security  adviser.  General  Scowcroft,  is  regarded  as  a  Kissinger  man. 
Now  how  do  you  answer  that  criticism  ? 

The  President.  I  have  known  Brent  Scowcroft  intimately  for  the  last  14 
months.  I  have  been  tremendously  impressed  with  his  experience  and  capabili- 
ties. I  know  that  he  speaks  an  independent  mind.  I  know  it  personally.  So,  I 
don't  think  that  criticism  is  vaHd. 

Q.  Can  you  explain  what  you  mean  when  you  say  that  Secretary  Kissinger 
will  have  a  dominant  role  in  the  foreign  policy  sector  ? 

The  President.  Well,  a  Secretary  of  State — that's  his  responsibility. 

Q.  In  a  military  role,  will  Mr.  Rumsfeld  have  the  dominant  role  ? 

The  President.  That  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Secretary  of  Defense. 

NEW  YORK   CITY 

[20.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  on  another  subject,  if  I  may,  sir,  are  you  still  con- 
vinced, sir,  that  the  city  of  New  York  does  not  have  to  default  ?  And  if  so,  do 
you  plan  to  call  Mayor  Beame  and  Governor  Carey  here  to  tell  them  your 
reasons — the  reasons  why  you  think  New  York  can  avoid  default? 

The  President.  I  believe  that  New  York  City  can  avoid  default.  They  can 
take  stronger  action  than  they  have  taken.  I  believe  the  State  of  New  York  can 
take  stronger  action  to  be  of  assistance  to  the  city  of  New  York.  This  is  a  matter 
that  can  be,  with  forthright  action,  taken  care  of  in  the  city  or  the  city  with 
the  cooperation  of  the  State.  I  hope  they  will,  and  if  they  don't,  I  believe  then 
the  proper  action  to  be  taken  is  that  which  I  publicly  stated  last  Wednesday. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  in  the  event  that  they  do  not,  Mr.  President,  are  you  still 
convinced  that  there  will  be  no  domino  effect  on  the  American  and  the  world 
financial  markets  ? 

The  President.  Absolutely.  I  have  verified  that  with  a  number  of  experts 
within  and  without  the  Government.  And  there  is  no  probability,  no  serious 
probability  that  there  will  be  any  national  repercussions.  And  I  am  convinced 
that  the  market  has  already  discounted  the  possibility  of  any  financial  problems 
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in  New  York  City.  And  I  think  the  actions  of  the  last  3  or  4  days  verify  that 
correct  assumption. 

SENATOR    HUGH    SCOTT 

[21.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  there  are  persistent  reports  that  Hugh  Scott  is  under 
consideration  for  appointment  to  Peking.  Can  you  say  if  you  are  thinking  about 
him? 

The  President.  As  I  said  a  moment  ago,  we  haven't  thought  about  replace- 
ments for  George  Bush  and  EUiot  Richardson.  I  can  say  this,  that  Hugh  Scott 
is  a  great  student  of  Chinese  culture  and  history.  He  has  been  to  China  on  a 
number  of  occasions.  But  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  focus  in  on  the 
replacement  for  Mr.  Bush. 

vice  president  rockefeller 

[22.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  did  Vice  President  Rockefeller  decide  to  step  aside 
either  because  of  differing  views  with  you  over  the  New  York  financial  situa- 
tion or  to  give  you  a*greater  degree  of  maneuverability  as  you  move  politically 
toward  the  nomination  ? 

The  President.  Our  differences  over  the  handling  of  New  York  City  are 
minimal,  as  I  said  once  before.  The  difference  is  his  interpretation  of  what 
might  be  the  money  market  reaction  if  and  when  New  York  City  defaults. 
Those  differences  are  a  matter  of  judgment.  Certainly  he  did  not  take  the  action 
that  he  did  because  of  that  difference. 

I  think  the  letter  speaks  for  itself  and  I  greatly  respect  his  judgment  in  all 
matters.  And  I  have  been  proud  to  have  him  on  the  team,  and  he  will  continue 
to  do  a  first-class  job  in  many  important  responsibihties. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  does  that  mean,  sir,  that  he  did  decide  to  step  aside  in  order 
to  give  you  a  greater  degree  of  maneuverability?  The  letter  does  not  explain 
why  he  decided  to  step  aside. 

The  President.  I  think  that  he  will  have  to  answer  that.  I  think  the  letter  in 
effect  answers  your  question.  But  if  you  want  to  pursue  it  further,  you  should 
do  it  with  him. 

PERSONNEL   CHANGES 

[23.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  we  were  told  this  morning  after  your  meeting  with 
Mr.  Rockefeller  that  you  were  in  an  exceptionally  good  mood.  [Laughler] 

The  President.  I  have  been  in  a  good  mood  all  day. 

Q.  I  suggest  perhaps  a  feeling  of  relief.  I  wonder  if  you  could  tell  us  in  your 
own  words  what  your  feelings  are  now  and  were  then  ? 
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The  President.  I  believe  that  the  decisions  that  I  have  made  and  the  an- 
nouncements that  I  have  made  officially  give  to  me  the  people  and  the  team 
and  organizational  structure  to  continue  to  carry  out  an  affirmative,  successful 
foreign  policy  on  a  global  basis  and  to  keep  our  national  security  forces  second 
to  none.  I,  therefore,  feel  very  pleased  v^ith  the  acceptance  on  the  part  of  in- 
dividuals for  these  new  responsibilities.  They  are  important,  not  for  me,  but 
primarily  for  the  country. 

1976  PRESIDENTIAL  CAMPAIGN 

[24.]    Q.  Mr.  President,  you  recently  have  had  two  resignations 


The  President.  Now,  don't  make  a  speech,  Wally  [Walter  Rodgers,  As- 
sociated Press  Radio].  [Laughter] 

Q.  No,  sir.  You  recently  have  had  two  resignations  from  your  campaign 
committee,  and  some  of  your  aides  have  said  you  are  having  problems  in 
your  primary  organization,  especially  in  New  Hampshire  and  perhaps  Florida. 
I  was  wondering,  is  your  campaign  in  trouble  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  it  is.  I  was  in  Florida  yesterday  and  talked  to 
Lou  Frey.  He  is  very  encouraged.  We  have  some  very  encouraging  news  about 
the  organization  in  New  Hampshire.  I  am  very  happy  about  it. 

Q.  Could  you  tell  me,  please,  the  basis  for  your  optimism  going  into  the 
election  year?  Why  are  you  confident  that  you  will  not  only  be  your  party's 
nominee,  beating  Reagan,  and  why  you  will  beat  the  Democrats  ? 

The  President.  You  couldn't  have  asked  a  better  question,  Wally.  I  am 
happy  and  I  am  optimistic  about  the  nomination  and  the  election  because  I 
am  convinced  the  American  people  feel  that  we  have  been  successful  in  foreign 
policy— the  Middle  East,  Europe,  et  cetera.  I  am  convinced  that  we  are  well 
on  the  road  to  a  good  economic  situation  in  1976.  So,  when  you  combine  peace 
and  prosperity,  any  incumbent  President  ought  to  be  very  happy. 

PRESIDENT  SADAT  OF   EGYPT 

[25.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  will  be  concluding  talks  with  Egyptian  Presi- 
dent Sadat  on  Wednesday.  Can  you  tell  us  whether  the  President  will  be  going 
home  with  a  commitment— or  what  he  thin^.^  is  a  commitment— for  future 
military  aid  for  his  country  ? 

The  President.  The  final  decisions  in  these  areas  will  be  made  on  Wednes- 
day and  properly  announced.  We  have  had  very  successful  negotiations,  but  I 
think  it  is  premature  for  me  to  make  any  announcement  at  this  time  on  those 
matters. 
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VICE-PRESIDENTIAL  RUNNING  MATE 

[26.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  with  Vice  President  Rockefeller  out  of  the  picture 
for  1976,  you  have  indicated  that  you  don't  want  to  give  us  a  name  tonight, 
but  maybe  you  will  give  us  some  kind  of  an  idea  as  to  what  kind  of  qualities 
you  will  be  looking  for  in  your  Vice-Presidental  running  mate.  Specifically, 
are  there  any  parameters  with  regard  to  age,  political  philosophy,  what  region 
of  the  country  he  comes  from  ?  [Laughter] 

The  President.  There  will  be  plenty  of  time  for  me  to  think  about  and  dis- 
cuss with  others  the  answer  to  the  question  that  you  have  asked,  and  it  is 
certainly  premature  for  me  to  make  any  comment  at  this  time  in  that  very 
important  area. 

VICE  PRESIDENT  ROCKEFELLER 

[27.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  addition  to  the  differences  you  mentioned  be- 
tween yourself  and  Vice  President  Rockefeller,  did  he  talk  to  you  at  all  about 
the  effect  of  your  position  against  aid  to  New  York  and  other  cities  on  your 
campaign  for  next  year  ? 

The  President.  He  has  not. 

SECRETARY  OF   STATE   KISSINGER 

[28.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  gave  no  indication  of  exactly  what  you  were 
unhappy  with  in  terms  of  the  dual  roles  of  Secretary  Kissinger.  He  has  stated 
publicly  that  he  considers  those  dual  roles  of  great  importance  to  the  execution 
of  foreign  policy. 

The  President.  I  indicated  that  the  team  I  put  together  will  affirmatively 
satisfy  the  way  I  want  an  organizational  structure  set  up.  That  is  the  way  I 
wanted  it,  that  is  the  way  it  is,  and  I  think  it  will  work  effectively. 

Q.  Another  question  in  that  regard,  Mr.  President.  There  have  been  charges 
that  the  Secretary  is  stretched  too  thin  or  that  by  having  the  dual  roles  he  is 
able  to  have  an  undue  influence  over  the  course  of  foreign  policy.  Were  those 
problems  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  like  to  answer  speculative  comments  or  rumors.  I 
have  done  what  I  did  because  I,  as  President,  wanted  the  organization  and  the 
people  that  I  have  selected.  That  is  the  answer  to  the  question. 

PERSONNEL   CHANGES 

[29.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  why  has  it  taken  you  15  months  to  form  your  team 
and  set  up  your  structure  in  national  security  and  foreign  affairs  ? 
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The  President.  I  felt  it  was  very  important  at  the  outset  because  of  the  un- 
usual circumstances  under  which  I  became  President  to  have  continuity,  to  have 
stability  in  the  area  of  national  security  and  foreign  policy.  That  was  absolutely 
essential.  And  as  a  result  of  that  we  continued  a  successful  foreign  policy. 

As  time  went  on  I  felt  that  in  this  area  once  we  had  confirmed  with  our  allies 
our  assurances,  once  we  had  confirmed  with  our  potential  adversaries  that  we 
were  in  a  position  to  continue  a  relaxation  of  tensions,  that  then  I  could  select, 
without  any  rupture  of  those  relations,  the  kind  of  people,  the  individuals  that 
I  wanted  to  work  with  very,  very  intimately.  And  I  have  so  selected. 

Q.  To  follow  up  with  a  shghtly  repetitious  question:  Are  you  saying  and 
intending  to  be  understood  to  say  that  neither  personal  nor  policy  differences 
between  Dr.  Kissinger  and  Mr.  Schlesinger  contributed  to  this  change  ? 

The  President.  That  is  correct. 

Frank  Cormier  [Associated  Press].  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  President  Ford's  twenty-first  news  conference  began  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  East  Room  at  the  White 
House.  It  was  broadcast  live  on  radio  and  television. 
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Statement  on  Departmental  Consumer  Representation  Plans. 
November  4,  1975 

THIS  MORNING  I  received  an  interim  report  from  Virginia  Knauer  and  Jim 
Lynn  on  the  status  of  the  Departmental  Consumer  Representation  Plans.  I  am 
pleased  w^ith  the  progress  made  to  date. 

Last  April,  as  you  may  recall,  I  requested  each  of  the  departments  and  agen- 
cies in  the  executive  branch  to  analyze  their  entire  decisionmaking  process  to 
determine  where  additional  consumer  input  might  be  helpful  in  making  Fed- 
eral agencies  more  responsive  to  the  needs  of  the  American  consumer. 

The  plans  developed  by  these  departments  and  agencies  w^ill  be  published 
this  month  in  the  Federal  Register.  Following  publication,  there  will  be  a  major 
effort  to  disseminate  copies  of  these  plans  to  all  interested  consumers  as  well 
as  other  interested  groups. 

So  there  will  be  no  delay,  however,  in  this  effort  to  open  up  to  the  public 
the  decisionmaking  processes  of  the  executive  branch,  I  have  instructed  each 
department  and  agency  to  move  ahead  at  once  on  putting  these  plans  into  effect. 
Adjustments  can  be  made  later  as  circumstances  warrant. 
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In  January  we  intend  to  hold  public  meetings  in  at  least  10  cities  across  the 
country  to  explain  how  these  plans  work  for  the  benefit  of  consumers  and  to 
seek  suggestions  and  ideas  for  ways  to  make  the  departments  and  agencies  of 
the  Federal  Government  more  effective  and  responsive  to  public  concerns. 

I  am  convinced  we  can  resolve  by  better  administration  what  Congress  is 
attempting  to  accomplish  by  new  laws  and  a  costly  new  Government  agency. 
The  steps  we  have  taken  will  prove  to  be  responsive  to  the  needs  of  the  American 
consumer  and  the  concerns  of  the  American  pubUc. 

note:  The  statement  was  released   following  the  Special   Assistant   to   the   President   for   Consumer 

President's  meeting  at   10:15  a.m.  in  the  Cabinet  Affairs,  and  James  T.  Lynn,  Director  of  the  Office  of 

Room  at  the  White  House  with  the  heads  of  Federal  Management  and  Budget,  also  participated  in  the 

departments    and    agencies.    Virginia    H.    Knauer,  meeting. 
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Letter  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Senate  Select 
Committee  To  Study  Governmental  Operations  With  Respect 
to  Intelligence  Activities.     November  4,  1975 

[Dated  October  31,  1975.    Released  November  4,  1975] 

I  AM  writing  to  urge  the  Select  Committee  not  to  make  public  the  report  on 
the  subject  of  assassinations  which  I  understand  is  currently  in  preparation. 
Reviews  of  the  Select  Committee's  draft  assassination  report  by  officials  of  the 
Departments  of  State  and  Defense  and  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency,  who 
examined  it  at  the  request  of  your  Committee,  have  been  submitted  to  me  by  the 
heads  of  those  departments  and  the  agency.  Under  separate  cover,  I  am  provid- 
ing these  classified  reviews  for  your  consideration.  Their  substance  was  previ- 
ously communicated  to  the  Select  Committee  staff  by  the  reviewing  officials. 
I  also  want  to  offer  my  views  on  this  matter  and  appeal  to  the  Committee  not 
to  release  this  report  publicly. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  public  disclosure  now  of  information  I  provided  to  the 
Senate  Select  Committee  concerning  allegations  of  political  assassination  activi- 
ties of  the  United  States  Government  will  result  in  serious  harm  to  the  national 
interest  and  may  endanger  individuals. 

As  I  stated  publicly  when  the  allegations  were  published,  the  very  idea  that 
any  person  or  organization  within  the  United  States  Government  could  con- 
sider assassination  as  an  acceptable  act  is  abhorrent.  I  know  you  share  this  view 
and  a  determination  to  make  certain  that  such  deeds  will  not  take  place  in  the 
future. 
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To  facilitate  legitimate  investigation  of  allegations  related  to  assassination,  I 
have  endeavored  to  make  available  all  the  materials  in  the  Executive  Branch 
on  this  subject  to  the  Select  Committees  of  the  Senate  and  the  House  and  the 
Department  of  Justice.  This  v^as  done  under  procedures  designed  to  serve  the 
national  interest.  The  materials  v^ere  turned  over  in  classified  form.  You  v^ill 
recall  that  I  said  on  June  9, 1975: 

"I  know  that  the  Members  of  the  Congress  involved  v^ill  exercise  utmost 
prudence  in  the  handling  of  such  information." 

It  is  not  a  question  of  v^ithholding  information  required  by  the  Select  Com- 
mittee to  carry  out  its  inquiry  into  these  allegations  v^hich  relate  entirely  to  past 
Administrations  of  both  parties.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  endeavored  to  make 
all  of  the  information  available  to  your  Committee  so  that  legislation  can  be 
proposed,  if  necessary,  and  to  the  Justice  Department  to  facilitate  any  investiga- 
tion indicated.  However,  we  must  distinguish  between  disclosure  to  the  Select 
Committee  of  sensitive  information  and  publication  of  that  information  which 
is  harmful  to  the  national  interest  and  may  endanger  the  physical  safety  of 
individuals. 

There  is  no  question  about  access  to  these  materials  by  appropriate  officials. 
The  only  issue  concerns  publication  which  obviously  cannot  be  limited  to  Mem- 
bers of  Congress  and  other  American  citizens. 

Public  release  of  these  official  materials  and  information  will  do  grievous  dam- 
age to  our  country.  It  would  likely  be  exploited  by  foreign  nations  and  groups 
hostile  to  the  United  States  in  a  manner  designed  to  do  maximum  damage  to 
the  reputation  and  foreign  policy  of  the  United  States.  It  would  seriously  impair 
our  ability  to  exercise  a  positive  leading  role  in  world  affairs. 

I  am  convinced  that  publication  at  this  time  will  endanger  individuals  named 
in  the  report  or  who  can  be  identified  when  foreign  agents  carefully  study  it. 
I  am  sure  none  of  us  want  such  an  unfortunate  result.  I  urge  that  we  avoid  any 
action  that  would  bring  it  about. 

I  have  sought  to  balance  the  competing  interests  involved  in  this  matter.  I 
made  relevant  inteUigence  information  and  documents  available  to  the  appro- 
priate Committees  of  Congress  and  the  Department  of  Justice.  However,  to 
protect  our  national  defense  and  ability  to  conduct  foreign  affairs  as  well  as  the 
traditional  American  right  of  individual  privacy,  I  have  provided  most  of  this 
information  in  classified  form. 

There  can  be  legislation,  if  deemed  necessary,  and  prosecutions,  if  warranted. 
But  let  us  do  this  without  the  damage  to  the  United  States,  which  will  occur 
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if  this  information  is  made  available  to  actual  and  potential  enemies  of  the 
United  States. 

For  the  reasons  set  out  above,  I  appeal  to  you  and  your  colleagues  on  the 
Senate  Select  Committee  to  oppose  publication  of  this  report  on  alleged  assas- 
sination activity. 

I  am  sure  the  Select  Committee  will  recognize  the  enormous  responsibility 
it  has  to  see  to  it  that  serious  damage  will  not  result  to  the  United  States  by 
the  publication  of  this  report  and  will  recognize  also  the  duty  which  I  have 
to  emphasize  the  disastrous  consequences  which  can  occur  by  publication. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed  Robert  Morgan,  Gary  Hart,  Howard  H.  Baker,  Jr., 
to  Senators  Frank  Church,  John  Tower,  Philip  A.  Barry  Goldwater,  Charles  McC.  Mathias,  Jr.,  and 
Hart,  Walter  F.  Mondale,  Walter  D.  Huddleston,       Richard  S.  Schweiker. 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  the  District  of  Columbia 
Budget  for  Fiscal  Year  1976.     November  3,  1973 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States:  _ 

I  am  today  transmitting  for  your  consideration  the  budget  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  for  fiscal  year  1976  and  for  the  transition  period  July  1, 1976,  through 
September  30, 1976. 

This  budget  is  the  first  prepared  by  the  city  government  in  full  exercise  of 
its  powers  under  the  District  of  Columbia  Self-Government  and  Governmental 
Reorganization  Act.  It  reflects  the  results  of  a  constructive  city  budget  process 
which  included  participation  by  many  District  citizens.  As  such,  this  Home 
Rule  budget  represents  a  cornerstone  of  responsible  city  government  and  con- 
firms the  strength  of  a  Federal-local  partnership  in  the  administration  of 
Washington,  D.C. 

This  budget  also  carries  the  Nation's  Capital  and  the  District  community 
through  the  peak  of  our  Nation's  Bicentennial  observance.  I  urge  the  Congress 
to  review  these  proposals  with  the  knowledge  that  Washington  will  be  a  focal 
point  for  the  national  celebration  and  that  the  city  will  be  visited  by  greater 
numbers  of  American  and  foreign  visitors  than  ever  before.  At  the  same  time, 
residents  of  Washington,  who  also  take  pride  in  their  own  community,  plan 
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local  observances  just  as  other  cities  do  across  the  country.  It  is,  therefore,  im- 
portant that  the  Congress  act  promptly  on  the  District  Budget  for  1976. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
November  5,  1975. 
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Memorandum  on  Measures  To  Meet  Natural  Gas  Shortages. 
November  6,  1975 

Memorandum  for  Members  of  the  Energy  Resources  Council 
Subject:  Coordinating  Near-Term  Natural  Gas  Activities 

Last  May,  the  Federal  Energy  Administration  w^as  given  responsibility  for 
leading  an  interagency  effort  to  develop  policy  recommendations  to  deal  vv^ith 
projected  natural  gas  shortages  for  this  w^inter.  In  August,  I  approved  recom- 
mendations from  the  ERC,  including  proposed  legislation  and  administrative 
actions. 

I  have  asked  Frank  Zarb,  in  his  capacity  as  Executive  Director  of  the  Energy 
Resources  Council,  to  assume  responsibility  for  coordinating  efforts  of  the 
agencies  represented  on  the  Energy  Resources  Council  concerned  v^ith  expected 
natural  gas  shortages.  I  also  have  asked  that  the  activities  of  ERC  agencies  be 
conducted  in  close  cooperation  w^ith  those  of  the  Federal  Powder  Commission. 

I  trust  each  of  you  v^ill  extend  to  him  and  to  the  interagency  task  force  he  has 
established  full  cooperation  on  this  critical  and  urgent  matter. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

662 

Exchange  With  Reporters  on  Departure  From  Westover  Air  Force 
Base,  Massachusetts.     November  7 ,  1975 

HOW  ARE  you  all  ?  It  is  nice  to  see  you.  I  have  a  couple  of  minutes  here  if  you 
want  to  ask  a  question  or  two. 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  we  have  really  got  a  State  that  is  concerned  about 
jobs,  about  a  16-percent  unemployment.  Do  you  see  any  possibility  of  the  Gov- 
ernment as  an  employer  of  last  resort,  especially  in  the  Northeast,  which  has 
been  pretty  hard  hit  ? 
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The  President.  We  have  a  number  of  programs,  the  CETA  program  for 
pubUc  service  employment.  We  have  a  number  of  other  training  programs. 
And  as  the  economy  moves  up — and  it  is  moving  up  and  getting  stronger  and 
healthier — I  think  v^e  v^ill  find  a  dow^nv^ard  trend  in  unemployment  in  Rhode 
Island,  in  Massachusetts.  In  my  ov^n  State  of  Michigan,  vi^e  are  making  real 
headv^ay.  In  the  meantime  I  think  wc  v^ill  have  the  kind  of  programs  that  are 
helping  in  many,  many  instances  in  places  Hke  Springfield. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  w^ould  you  see  the  money  running  out,  though,  by  June  ? 

The  President.  Oh,  no.  The  appropriation  for  the  CETA  program,  if  the 
Congress  appropriates  v^hat  I  have  recommended,  v^ill  fully  fund  the  program 
through  June  30  of  next  year. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  w^ould  you  consider  a  v^oman  Vice  President  ? 

The  President.  Of  course  I  w^ould. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  there  is  an  impression,  w^ith  the  changes  in  your  Cabinet, 
that  Dr.  Kissinger  is  being  moved  out  of  the  national  security  area  and  being 
restricted  only  to  the  foreign  policy  area.  Is  that  a  correct  reading  ? 

The  President.  I  didn't  hear  the  last  part. 

Q.  That  Dr.  Kissinger  is  being  moved  out  of  the  national  security  area  pretty 
substantially  and  being  restricted  to  the  foreign  policy  area  at  the  State  Depart- 
ment. 

The  President.  Dr.  Kissinger  v^ill  continue  to  have  great  influence  in  the 
overall  strategy  that  v^e  have  on  a  w^orldw^ide  basis.  As  Secretary  of  State,  as 
an  active  member  of  the  National  Security  Council,  he  v^ill  have  tremendous 
influence.  But  v^e  v^ill  also  have  an  input  from  other  sources — the  Secretary  of 
Defense,  head  of  the  CIA.  It  is  a  combination  of  high-ranking  people,  each  w^ith 
specific  responsibilities.  And  the  recommendations  v^ill  come  to  me,  and  I  v^ill 
make  the  final  decisions. 

Q.  Sir,  doesn't  that  represent  some  diminution  though  of  Dr.  Kissinger's 
influence  ? 

The  President.  I  v^ouldn't  think  so.  He  w^ill  have  a  very  great  influence,  and 
he  has,  and  he  v^ill.  But  there  is  also  other  voices  that  have  to  contribute  to  the 
recommendations  that  come  to  me,  and  those  voices  w^ill  be  heard  as  v^ell. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  w^ho  do  you  see  as  a  possible  running  mate  in  '76? 

The  President.  We  have  got  a  w^ide  variety  of  fine  potential  candidates,  and 
I  couldn't  take  all  the  time  to  name  them,  they  are  all  so  good  and  there  are  so 
many  of  them. 

Reporter.  Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:35  p.m. 
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66?> 

Address  in  Boston  Before  the  New  England  Council. 
November  7,  1975 

Than\  you  very  much,  Ed  King,  Mr.  Stotz,  distinguished  Governors,  my  former 
colleagues  in  the  Congress,  Congressmen  Silvio  Conte  and  Margaret  Heckler, 
members  of  the  New  England  Council,  my  old  and  very  dear  friend,  the  former 
Spea\er  of  the  House,  ]ohn  McCormac\,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  am  honored  to  be  with  you  at  the  50th  anniversary  meeting  of  the  New 
England  Council,  marking  a  half  a  century  of  regional  progress.  Your  council 
has  generated  many  instances  of  mutual  cooperation  that  typify  the  Yankee 
spirit  of  practical  problemsolving.  New  England  has  had  its  ups  and  downs 
since  this  organization  was  founded,  but  hopefully  we  have  started  on  another 
up,  not  only  for  New  England  but  for  the  entire  country. 

The  presence  here  today  of  six  distinguished  Governors — my  good  friends 
Governor  Dukakis  of  Massachusetts,  Governor  Grasso  of  Connecticut,  Governor 
Longley  of  Maine,  Governor  Noel  of  Rhode  Island,  Governor  Salmon  of  Ver- 
mont, and  Governor  Thomson  of  New  Hampshire — is  an  added  pleasure.  I 
have  met  with  your  Governors  in  Washington  and  individually  on  my  various 
visits  to  your  beautiful  States  for  Bicentennial  and  other  purposes.  I  have  tried 
to  educate  myself  about  their  problems  and  can  assure  you  that  each  and  every 
one  of  them  has  been  a  very  vigorous  instructor. 

While  the  problems  of  each  State  are  different,  even  in  New  England  which 
has  preserved  its  very  unique  identity  since  colonial  times,  the  existence  of  this 
council  is  proof  of  how  many  problems  that  you  have  in  common.  You  demon- 
strate the  advantages  of  dealing  with  them  with  common  resources  and  old- 
fashioned  common  sense.  You  provide  a  showcase  of  cooperation  that  other 
parts  of  our  country  can  envy. 

Of  the  many  topics  that  I  might  discuss  with  you  that  are  of  particular  im- 
portance to  New  England,  I  am  strongly  tempted  to  speak  of  taxation  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  Boston  Harbor  where  American  patriots  first  demon- 
strated what  to  do  about  excessive  and  unfair  taxes  with  deeds  and  not  words. 
Federal  taxes  are  too  high,  and  as  you  know,  I  have  proposed  a  $28  billion  tax 
reduction  for  the  next  year,  providing  Congress  will  couple  with  it  a  $28  billion 
reduction  in  the  growth  of  Federal  spending. 

Congress  seems  a  little  cool  to  my  proposal,  some  preferring  a  cut  in  taxes 
without  reducing  a  $50  bilUon  growth  in  spending.  But  I  would  make  this  non- 


1810 


November  7  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1975  [663] 

partisan  observation  to  the  descendants  of  the  participants  in  the  Boston  Tea 
Party:  If  they  won't  do  anything  about  your  taxation,  maybe  you  ought  to  do 
something  about  your  representation. 

I  could  also  talk  about  energy  and  the  economy,  because  they  are  inseparable 
and  both  are  acute  problems  in  this  particular  area.  It  has  been  my  continuous 
effort  to  keep  the  unique  situation  of  New  England  in  mind  as  we  endeavor  to 
reduce  our  national  dependence  on  unreliable  foreign  oil. 

New  England  has  a  unique  energy  problem  in  your  dependence  on  oil  for 
heat  and  for  power.  It  is  my  hope  that  you  can  take  a  new  look  at  the  bill  I 
recently  submitted  for  a  Federal  energy  independence  authority.  It  would  help 
New  England,  especially  by  supplementing  and  encouraging  private  capital 
investment  to  meet  your  growing  energy  needs. 

New  England's  proposal  for  an  energy  research  and  development  institute  is 
being  closely  studied,  and  I  am  impressed  with  your  plans  to  tap  such  alterna- 
tive energy  sources  as  solar,  wind,  ocean  thermal  gradients,  waves,  and  tides. 

I  beUeve  New  England  should  support  natural  gas  deregulation.  While  New 
England  does  not  consume  much  natural  gas,  it  has  much  to  lose  by  keeping 
prices  artificially  low  in  interstate  commerce.  Your  traditional  New  England 
industries  such  as  paper,  leather  goods,  textiles,  electronics,  and  plastics  are 
highly  energy-intensive.  But  the  high  cost  of  oil  and  electricity  is  steadily  driving 
these  industries  out  of  your  region.  Industry  is  moving  where  gas  is  abundant 
and  relatively  cheaper  although  uncontrolled. 

Although  most  economic  indicators  suggest  that  we  have  already  been  on 
the  road  to  recovery  for  f  months,  I  recognize  that  such  statistics  are  small 
comfort  to  Americans  who  are  still  without  work  in  areas  of  high  unemploy- 
ment such  as  New  England  and  my  own  State  of  Michigan.  We  must  not 
allow  a  resurgence  of  inflation  which  robs  both  the  employed  and  the  jobless. 
I  am  determined  to  keep  inflation  under  control  by  every  means  possible,  in- 
cluding my  veto  power  over  inflationary  Federal  spending. 

But  I  have  decided  to  talk  about  another  topic,  one  of  supreme  importance 
to  all  Americans  and  indeed  to  the  world,  that  is,  the  national  security  posture 
and  policy  of  the  United  States  as  I  see  it. 

It  is  entirely  appropriate  to  discuss  defense  in  New  England,  in  Massachu- 
setts, in  Boston,  because  it  was  here  that  Americans  first  took  up  arms  in  defense 
of  their  personal  liberties  and  their  national  independence. 

My  last  visit  here  was  on  the  200th  anniversary  of  the  signal  from  the  Old 
North  Church  to  Paul  Revere  and  his  companions  who  carried  the  warning 
to  embattled  farmers  of  Lexington  and  Concord.  I  said  then  and  I  say  now, 
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from  a  nation  virtually  alone,  America  is  now  allied  with  many  free  nations 
in  common  defense.  World  leadership  was  thrust  upon  America  and  we  have 
assumed  it.  In  accepting  that  role,  the  United  States  has  assumed  responsibility 
from  which  it  cannot  and  will  not  retreat.  Free  nations  need  the  United  States, 
and  we  need  free  nations. 

The  national  security  policy  of  this  country — long  a  solid,  nonpartisan  policy 
and  the  policy  which  I  have  supported  all  of  my  Hfe,  some  25  years  in  the 
Congress — is  that  weakness  invites  war,  that  strength  is  the  only  sure  foundation 
for  peace,  and  that  America,  in  concert  with  our  allies,  must  maintain  a  defense 
capability  second  to  none.  That  policy  has  not  changed  and  will  not  change. 

I  reiterate  this  policy  because  there  has  been  some  criticism  and  speculation, 
following  my  announcement  on  Monday  of  several  new  appointments  among 
my  top  national  security  advisers,  that  such  personnel  changes  signal  a  policy 
change  by  the  United  States  in  this  extremely  important  and  sensitive  area.  I 
want  to  be  absolutely  sure  that  these  domestic  political  potshots  are  not  "heard 
round  the  world."  Our  allies  and  our  adversaries  must  not  be  confused  and 
misled.  There  will  be  no  change  in  my  lifelong  devotion  to  America's  strength 
and  vigilance  as  we  seek  a  safer  and  saner  world. 

There  is  not  now,  there  never  has  been,  and  there  will  not  be,  as  long  as  I  am 
President,  any  softness  or  weakness  in  the  Administration  on  the  subject  of 
national  defense  of  the  United  States  and  its  vital  security  interests  both  at  home 
and  abroad. 

Among  the  new  members  of  the  Administration  team  are  Don  Rumsfeld, 
whose  dedication  to  a  strong  defense  policy  was  amply  demonstrated  in  the 
Congress  and  as  our  Representative  in  NATO,  and  George  Bush,  who  was 
born  in  Connecticut  and  now  holds  an  extremely  sensitive  post  as  head  of  our 
mission  in  Peking.  Your  own  former  lieutenant  governor  and  attorney  general, 
Elliot  Richardson,  who  has  served  as  Secretary  of  Defense,  himself  will  become 
Secretary  of  Commerce. 

Most  significantly,  when  the  United  States  Senate  confirmed  Ambassadors 
Rumsfeld,  Bush,  and  Richardson  for  key  policy  posts  in  the  area  of  foreign 
policy  at  NATO,  the  United  Nations,  and  the  United  Kingdom,  it  was  without 
a  dissent.  I  look  for  their  early  confirmation  to  their  latest  posts  of  duty  and 
of  service  to  their  country.  They  will  be  strong,  they  will  be  tough,  and  they 
will  be  true  to  the  highest  interest  of  all  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  policy  which  this  Administration  has  followed  and  will  follow  in  the 
future  is  consistent,  clear,  and  unchanged.  Let  me  discuss  the  elements  of  this 
policy  with  you. 
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History  teaches  one  unavoidable  lesson — and  I  have  listened  to  my  dear 
friend  John  McCormack  speak  like  this  for  a  good  many  years— no  nation  can 
preserve  its  national  interests  unless  it  can  defend  them.  In  an  era  of  ballistic 
missiles  and  nuclear  warheads,  w^hen  w^eapons  bridge  continents  in  minutes, 
America's  defense  requires  the  utmost  of  our  industrial  skills  and  technological 
genius.  The  time  w^hen  America  could  spend  1  or  2  years  gearing  up  for  v^ar 
is  gone  forever.  Today  our  security,  our  prosperity,  indeed  the  very  survival 
of  the  ideals  for  vv^hich  this  country  stands,  depends  upon  our  ability  to  counter 
any  potential  aggressor  on  litde  more  than  a  minute's  notice. 

In  my  years  of  Government  service,  I  have  been  second  to  none  in  my  firm 
and  consistent  support  for  a  powerful  national  defense.  As  Congressman,  Vice 
President,  and  as  President,  I  have  resisted  the  powerful  economic  and  political 
pressures  to  cripple  our  defense  budget.  You  can  be  certain  I  have  just  begun 
to  fight.  America's  Armed  Forces  today  are  second  to  none.  And  I  will  take 
whatever  steps  are  necessary  to  see  that  they  remain  second  to  none. 

I  am  worried— and  you  should  be  worried— about  the  defense  situation  in  the 
Congress  today.  Last  January  I  submitted  a  defense  budget  calling  for  $97.8 
bilUon  in  fiscal  year  1976.  The  House  of  Representatives  cut  this  by  $7.6  billion. 
The  Senate  Appropriations  Committee  has  voted  to  restore  only  $564  million 
out  of  this  cut.  Under  the  most  optimistic  circumstances,  there  could  be  a  reduc- 
tion in  our  defense  budget  of  more  than  $7  billion. 

In  my  judgment,  that  big  a  reduction  is  far  too  much.  If  the  United  States 
is  going  to  remain  strong,  it  will  require  the  cooperation  of  the  Congress.  I 
deplore  what  the  Congress  has  done  to  the  defense  budget  to  date,  and  I  urge 
that  the  Senate  restore  the  essential  funds  that  the  Defense  Department  has 
deemed  vital  to  our  national  security.  It  is  not  just  this  year's  cuts  that  worry 
me.  Let's  look  at  the  trend. 

Ten  years  ago,  expenditures  for  defense  represented  41  percent  of  the  total 
Federal  budget.  Five  years  later,  it  was  36  percent.  For  the  fiscal  year  1976  bud- 
get, this  current  fiscal  year,  defense  represents  approximately  27  percent.  As 
defense  expenditures  go  down  as  a  percentage  of  total  Federal  expenditures, 
domestic  spending  programs  have  gone  up — a  bigger  percentage  of  Federal 
outlays. 

Defense  is  the  only  part  of  the  Federal  budget  the  Congress  cuts  with  a  ven- 
geance. If  this  trend  continues  to  the  year  2000,  according  to  mathematical 
projections,  the  United  States  defense  will  be  reduced  to  one  soldier  with  one 
rifle— just  like  the  statue  at  Concord  and  at  Lexington. 

America's  security  rests  not  only  in  our  strength  and  our  preparedness  but  in 
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that  of  our  allies  as  well  and  on  the  solidity  of  our  ties  with  them.  Our  alliances 
reinforce  global  stability  and  make  the  world  a  more  secure  place.  They  rein- 
force our  own  strength. 

In  deaUng  with  our  allies,  my  objective  has  been  to  build  on  the  unity  we 
have  achieved  together  over  the  past  30  years  and  to  expand  our  cooperation 
even  further.  I  believe  that  our  efforts  have  been  well  received  in  recent  months, 
whether  in  Western  Europe  or  in  the  Pacific. 

Last  May  I  attended  a  summit  meeting  of  the  15  member  nations  of  NATO 
where  we  repledged  ourselves  to  the  common  defense.  Next  week  I  will  meet 
with  the  leaders  of  Britain,  France,  West  Germany,  Italy,  and  Japan — ^nations 
which,  along  with  our  own,  represent  about  half  of  the  total  world  trading 
volume. 

These  meetings  at  the  highest  level  reflect  a  new  intensity  of  allied  coopera- 
tion. The  industriahzed  democracies  of  the  world  share  common  values,  a 
common  poUtical  and  economic  system,  and  a  common  interest  in  an  open  and 
cooperative  world  order.  Today,  perhaps  as  never  before,  these  nations  perceive 
the  need  to  revitaUze  the  bonds  between  us,  not  only  militarily  but  economically. 

The  policies  of  five  American  Presidents  before  me  for  a  strong  national 
defense,  for  a  reduction  of  East- West  tensions  and  the  threat  of  thermonuclear 
war,  and  for  the  bolstering  of  our  essential  allies,  have  had  the  unswerving  and 
nonpartisan  support  of  the  Congress  and  the  American  people.  I  will  continue 
to  seek  that  support,  the  kind  exemplified  for  so  many,  many  years  by  our 
former  Speaker,  John  McCormack. 

Without  a  clear  consensus  among  the  214  million  Americans,  the  United 
States  could  not  continue  as  the  champion  of  freedom  and  peace  in  the  world. 
The  ability  of  a  President  to  carry  out  his  constitutional  duties  would  be  dan- 
gerously diminished.  The  temptation  to  potential  adversaries  to  take  advantage 
of  any  apparent  weakness,  disunity,  and  indecision  could  become  irresistible. 
With  your  support  and  that  of  other  Americans,  the  Administration  will  give 
them  no  such  temptation. 

Our  potential  adversaries  are  certainly  not  reducing  the  levels  of  their  military 
power.  The  United  States  must  and  will  remain  alert  and  strong. 

Peace  is  the  primary  objective  of  the  foreign  and  defense  policies  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  very  easy  to  be  a  cold  warrior — especially  in  peacetime.  But  it  would 
be  irresponsible  for  a  President  to  engage  in  confrontations  when  consultations 
would  advance  the  cause  of  peace.  As  I  said  at  Helsinki,  peace  is  crucial,  but 
freedom  must  always  come  first.  Today,  I  reiterate  that  priority. 

We  will,  therefore,  continue  to  seek  meaningful  arms  agreements  on  a  two- 
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way  street,  with  credible  strength  of  our  own  and  in  concert  with  our  alUes. 
Nor  will  we  be  hurried  into  a  bad  agreement.  Any  agreements  we  reach  must 
be  verifiable. 

An  essential  element  to  any  real  arms  limitation,  whether  of  strategic  systems 
or  conventional  forces,  is  our  intelligence  capability.  Sweeping  attacks  and 
exposes  of  inteUigence  activities  jeopardize  vital  functions  necessary  to  our 
national  security.  I  did  not  take  the  sacred  oath  of  office  to  stand  by  passively 
while  the  intelligence  security  of  the  United  States  is  unilaterally  dismantled. 

I  certainly  do  not  condone  improper  activities  or  violations  of  constitutional 
rights  of  Americans  by  any  personnel  or  by  any  agency  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. On  the  basis  of  comprehensive  studies  by  the  Rockefeller  Commission 
and  by  the  Murphy  Commission  on  the  conduct  of  foreign  policy  and  related 
matters,  I  will  take  administrative  action  and  recommend  legislation  to  the 
Congress  for  whatever  must  be  done  to  prevent  future  abuses.  But  intelligence 
in  today's  world  is  absolutely  essential  to  our  Nation's  security — even  our 
survival. 

It  may  be  even  more  important  in  peace  than  in  war.  Reckless  Congressional 
action  to  cripple  the  effectiveness  of  our  intelligence  services  in  legitimate 
operations  could  be  catastrophic.  Our  potential  adversaries  and  even  some  of 
our  friends  operate  in  all  intelligence  fields  with  secrecy,  skill,  and  very  sub- 
stantial resources.  I  know  and  you  know  that  what  we  need  is  an  American 
intelligence  capacity  second  to  none. 

Let  me  say  one  time  more  loud  and  clear:  There  is  no  struggle  between  the 
concepts  of  defense  and  detente.  We  have  been  pursuing  both.  But  to  make 
detente  succeed,  we  must  have  a  strong  defense.  We  make  the  world  safer  by 
both  policies.  And  I  will  continue,  as  I  know  all  of  you  will,  to  stand  for 
strength,  security,  and  a  safer  world. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:   The  President  spoke  at  2:57  p.m.   in  the       president,   and   Frank  M.   Stotz,   chairman  of  the 
Grand  Ballroom  at  the  Sheraton-Boston  Hotel.  In       board,  New  England  Council, 
his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Edward  J.  King, 
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LET  ME  first  thank  John  Sears,  and  I  do  v^ant  to  speak  up  very  affirmatively 
about  the  w^onderful  efforts  of  Senator  Ed  Brooke.  And  of  course,  I  would  be 
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very  negligent  if  I  didn't  say  nice  things  about  my  former  colleagues  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  Sil  Conte  and  Margaret  Heckler.  And  I  do  appreci- 
ate Maria  Ryerson's  efforts  as  chairman  of  this  event.  I  am  sure  that  she  and 
those  associated  vi^ith  her  did  a  v^onderful  job  in  seeing  to  it  that  all  of  you  came 
to  help  a  cause  that  I  believe  in,  I  trust  you  believe  in,  v^e  just  have  to  get  more 
people  to  believe  in,  and  I  think  v\^e  can. 

Before  getting  into  a  itw  other  comments,  I  w^ould  like  to  set  the  record 
straight  in  two  respects.  Despite  the  election  results  in  1972  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  your  President  is  not  going  to  abandon  Massachusetts  to  the 
other  side. 

And  let  me  cite  some  concrete  evidence  of  hov^  I  can  say  that.  Number  one, 
within  the  last  several  months  I  have  been  to  Massachusetts  twice,  and  I  will 
comment  later  on  what  I  expect  to  do  in  the  future  as  far  as  Massachusetts  is 
concerned. 

Let  me  add  that  as  soUd  evidence  that  the  State  of  Massachusetts  is  making 
a  great  contribution  to  this  Administration,  we  have  four  members  of  the 
Cabinet  from  Massachusetts.  We  have  Henry  Kissinger,  John  Dunlop,  Pat 
Moynihan,  and  of  course,  we  are  getting,  very  shortly,  Elliot  Richardson.  That 
is  4  out  of  12. 1  am  not  sure  I  should  remind  people  in  other  parts  of  the  country 
of  the  near  monopoly  that  Massachusetts  has  on  the  Cabinet  of  the  Ford  Ad- 
ministration. [Laughter'] 

But  let  me  make  one  other  observation:  The  Republicans  in  1976  can  and 
will  win  in  Massachusetts  and  nationally.  And  let  me  give  you  some  good 
evidence  why  I  think  you  can  in  Massachusetts.  You  do  have — there  is  some 
more  evidence  of  the  impact  of  Massachusetts  ^ — but  in  John  Sears  and  Nancy 
Sinnott  you  have  darn  good,  extra  fine  people  taking  the  Republican  Party  and 
giving  it  the  kind  of  leadership  it  ought  to  have. 

Now,  having  said  that  the  Republicans  are  going  to  win  in  Massachusetts  and 
in  the  country  in  1976,  let  me  say  with  quiet  emphasis,  your  President  is  going 
to  enter  the  primary  in  Massachusetts,  he  is  going  to  campaign  in  that  primary, 
and  I  think  he  is  going  to  win  in  Massachusetts. 

And  may  I  add,  I  am  going  to  be  in  New  Hampshire,  in  Florida,  and  we  are 
going  to  go  right  down  to  the  wire  in  the  convention  in  Kansas  City  and  win 
there,  too.  I  never  got  in  a  ball  game  we  didn't  play  until  the  last  minute  of  the 
last  quarter. 

Now  let's  talk,  if  we  might,  about  some  of  the  reasons,  in  all  honesty,  I  think 


^  The  President  was  referring  to  John  A.  Volpe,  U.S.  Ambassador  to  Italy. 
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we  can  prevail.  I  believe  that  the  Republican  Party  has  a  unique  opportunity. 
And  let  me  illustrate  by  just  taking  some  statistics  in  your  State,  the  Common- 
vi^ealth  of  Massachusetts.  As  I  understand  the  figures,  and  I  hope  I  am  quite 
right,  you  have,  out  of  240  members  of  your  lov^er  house,  you  have  188  Demo- 
crats, and  out  of  40  members  of  the  State  senate,  you  have  33  Democrats.  Do 
you  think  they  are  doing  a  good  job?  Whatever  happens,  it  is  their  fault,  and 
wt  v^elcome  them  to  have  the  blame.  [LaughUr] 

But  we  can't  just  rest  on  the  faults  and  mistakes  and  errors  they  make.  We 
have  to  look  beyond  that.  We  have  to  have  some  affirmative  programs,  whether 
at  home  or  abroad,  and  I  think  we  will. 

We  have  had  a  tough  12  months,  really  tough,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  but 
we  had  a  steady  course  to  take,  we  haven't  panicked,  and  we  have  kept  moving 
forward,  and  the  net  result  is— although  the  results  are  not  totally  satisfactory, 
and  I  don't  want  to  kid  anybody — we  are  on  the  way  up.  The  economy  is  getting 
better  and  it  is  going  to  get  progressively  better.  We  are  going  to  do  for  New 
England  everything  we  possibly  can,  and  in  Ed  and  Margaret  and  Silvio  you 
have  got  some  people  down  there  fighting  for  New  England  and  Massachusetts 
on  a  daily  basis.  But  the  main  thing  is  we  should  be  optimistic  about  the  future 
of  this  country,  both  at  home  as  well  as  abroad. 

I  happen  to  believe  that  this  country  is  still  the  leader  of  the  free  world,  and 
what  it  does  makes  a  difference  as  far  as  peace  and  security  on  a  worldwide 
basis.  We  have  had  a  setback  or  two,  but  if  you  look  at  the  balance  on  the  scales, 
we  have  had  a  lot  more  success  overseas  than  we  have  had  disappointments. 
And  I  happen  to  believe  that  in  the  months  ahead,  whether  it  is  NATO,  the 
Middle  East,  Southeast  Asia,  Latin  America,  or  otherwise,  we  are  going  to  be 
moving  ahead  and  ensuring  the  prospects  for  a  longer  and  more  secure  peace 
than  at  any  time  in  this  generation. 

What  really  bothers  me  is  that  a  lot  of  people  are  writing  off  America,  and 
I  don't  believe  in  that  attitude.  This  country  has  gone  through  the  peaks  and 
valleys,  the  disappointments  and  the  optimism  in  the  years  before  us,  even 
recently.  But  the  people  who  fought  at  Concord  and  Lexington— they  didn't 
quit,  they  stood  up  and  fought.  Every  generation  that  followed  them  had  the 
hope,  the  aspiration,  the  feeling  that  there  was  something  different  about 
America.  And  that  is  why  we  have  such  a  cosmopolitan  population  in  this  great 
country.  Somebody  told  me  one  time  that  the  beauty  of  Joseph's  coat  is  its  many 
colors,  and  the  strength  of  America  comes  from  the  diversity  of  our  back- 
grounds. 
But  the  point  that  we  have  to  make  is  that  the  Republican  Party  is  not  a  rich 
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man's  party,  it  is  not  a  party  of  one  nationality  or  one  religion  or  one  geography. 
It  is  a  broad  national  party. 

We  almost  won  a  governorship  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  just  last  Tuesday. 
We  came  within  less  than  one  percentage  point,  as  I  recall.  We  are  going  to 
make  every  State  a  two-party  State.  Competition  in  the  political  arena  is  there. 
It  is  good  in  Massachusetts.  It  is  good  in  Mississippi.  And  I  don't  Uke  those 
odds  that  you  have  got  in  the  State  legislature— [/^^^A/^r]— and  I  don't  like 
them  in  the  Congress.  And  I  happen  to  think  that — you  have  Margaret  and 
Silvio  here,  they  are  high  on  quality,  but  they  need  a  little  more  quantity. 

So,  it  is  my  feeling  that  we  have  the  programs  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
We  have  to  recruit  the  candidates.  We  have  to  go  out  with  the  time  and  the 
talents  and  the  money. 

This  is  a  turning  point  in  political  history  in  1976.  We  want  a  RepubUcan 
candidate  who  can  win.  We  want  a  Republican  candidate  who  knows  how  to 
work  with  the  Congress.  We  want  a  RepubUcan  candidate  who  knows  that 
it  is  essential  to  win  in  the  statehouses  and  in  the  State  legislatures. 

We  can  get  that  kind  of  a  program  and  that  kind  of  a  candidate,  and  I  hope 
and  trust  that  when  I  come  up  here  in  the  spring  of  1976  I  will  see  all  of  you. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:   The  President   spoke   at  7:15   p.m.   at  the       State  Republican  chairman  and  vice  chairman,  re- 
Museum  of  Science.  In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to       spectively. 
John  W.  Sears  and  Nancy  Sinnott,  Massachusetts 
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Thank,  you  very,  very  much,  Ed, 

I  am  most  grateful  for  all  that  you  have  done  for  the  Commonvc^ealth  of 
Massachusetts  and  in  the  United  States  Senate.  I  am  deeply  grateful  for  all  you 
have  done  for  the  United  States  in  the  United  States  Senate.  You  should  be 
doggone  proud  you  have  a  Senator  like  Ed  Brooke,  and  I  am. 

Let  me  say  I  feel  better  that  John  Volpe  is  our  Ambassador  to  Italy.  Repre- 
senting us  in  a  tough  situation,  John,  v^e  thank  you  for  the  fine  work  you  are 
doing  on  behalf  of  our  country. 

And  I  had  the  great  privilege  of  serving  in  the  House  of  Representatives  With 
this  young  fellov^  and  this  very  young  lady,  and  I  can  tell  you  that  they  are 
quality,  real  topnotch  fighting  quality  for  what  they  represent  in  your  State. 
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The  only  problem  is  we  need  a  little  more  quantity.  [Laughler]  So  why  don't 
you  multiply  the  representation  that  Silvio  and  Margaret  give  by  giving  us  a 
couple  more  Representatives  in  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the  great 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

I  am  honored  and  pleased  to  speak  up  on  behalf  of  an  outstanding  State  chair- 
man and  an  outstanding  young  lady  who  has  done  a  superb  job,  Nancy  Sinnott 
and  John  Sears.  I  know  a  little  bit  about  those  people  and  the  job  they  do,  and 
they  are  first-class.  And  I  hope  you  let  them  stay  in  there  and  fight  for  us  in  1976. 

And  then  we  have  had  some  great  chairmen,  Mrs.  Cutler  and  Mrs.  Logan. 
I  am  grateful  for  what  they  have  done,  and  I  appreciate  all  of  you  being  here. 
This  is  great  to  come  to  Massachusetts  and  find  this  kind  of  a  warm  welcome 
and  a  sizable  crowd.  But  we  should  thank  Mrs.  Logan  and  Mrs.  Cutler  for  their 
part  in  it,  too.  Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Now  can  I  say  a  word  or  two  to  get  the  record  straight.  A  great  Democratic 
Governor  of  New  York  once  said,  "Let's  look  at  the  record." 

I  am  not  going  to  abandon  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  in  1976, 
and  I  want  that  very  clearly  understood.  And  let  me  give  you  some  evidence 
of  that.  And  I  want  you  way  in  the  back  to  listen.  The  best  evidence  of  the  fact 
that  I  want  Massachusetts  in  and  not  out  is  the  fact  that  in  the  Cabinet  of  12 
we  have  4  from  Massachusetts.  We  have  Henry  Kissinger,  John  Dunlop,  Pat 
Moynihan,  and  Elliot  Richardon — very  soon.  That  is  not  bad  representation. 

And  number  two,  I  have  been  in  the  great  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
twice  in  about  the  last  4  or  5  months.  I  love  it.  I  like  the  people,  and  I  am  going 
to  come  back  in  the  spring  of  1976  to  win  the  primary. 

Now,  let  me  speak  a  litde  bit,  if  I  might,  about  1976.  I  know  a  fellow  that 
is  going  to  enter  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Florida,  and  every  other 
primary.  And  I  know  he  is  going  to  win.  He  is  going  to  stick  it  out,  and  he  is 
going  to  win,  if  we  have  any  competition,  right  up  to  the  end  in  August  of 
1976.  And  don't  forget  it. 

And  then,  I  know  a  fellow  that  is  going  to  win  in  1976 — in  November. 
[Laughter]  And  I  happen  to  think  with  the  kind  of  leadership  you  have  in  Ed, 
Silvio,  and  Margaret  and  John  and  Nancy  and  all  of  you  out  there,  and  millions 
like  you  all  throughout  the  Commonwealth,  we  are  going  to  win  in  Massachu- 
setts in  1976. 

You  know,  I  am  delighted,  I  am  really  delighted  to  be  in  Massachusetts  again 
tonight,  the  home  of  the  world  champion  Boston  Red  Sox.  That  is  right — the 
world  champion  Boston  Red  Sox.  Like  any  good  Republican  and  Boston  Red 
Sox  fan,  we  are  thinking  of  1976.  [Laughter] 
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You  know,  coming  to  Massachusetts — now  let's  be  quiet  back  there— 
[laughter']— it  is  great  to  come  to  Massachusetts  again.  I  feel  sorry  for  the  Demo- 
crats in  the  Commonwealth.  They  have  188  seats  out  of  240  in  your  lower 
house;  they  have  33  out  of  40  in  your  upper  house;  they  have  every  consti- 
tutional office  and  look  where  they  have  left  you.  [Laughter]  They  have  nobody 
to  blame  but  themselves.  And  if  we  don't  win  in  1976,  we  have  nobody  to 
blame  but  ourselves. 

Now  let's  talk  a  little  practicaHty.  The  Republican  Party  has  the  right  phi- 
losophy, but  in  order  to  win  you  have  to  come  in  first.  Coming  in  second  doesn't 
do  any  good.  So,  I  say  to  you  we  should  open  the  doors  to  everybody  that 
beheves  fundamentally  in  our  philosophy. 

We  are  not  a  rich  man's  party.  We  are  not  a  farmer's  party.  We  are  not  a 
laborer's  party.  We  are  not  a  big  city,  we  are  not  a  small  city  party.  We  are  a 
party  of  the  people  in  this  country.  And  let  me  assure  you  when  I  come,  or  this 
friend  of  mine  comes  back  up  here  to  campaign  in  1976,  he  is  going  to  prove 
to  you  that  between  now  and  then  he  had  a  great  concern  and  compassion  for 
the  people  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

We  don't  like  high  unemployment.  We  don't  like  the  difficulties  that  you 
face  economically.  I  don't  like  them  any  better  in  Massachusetts  than  I  do  in 
my  State  of  Michigan.  But  we  are  on  the  upgrade.  We  have  turned  the  situa- 
tion around  economically.  We  are  going  to  have  more  employment.  We  are 
going  to  have  less  unemployment.  We  are  going  to  have  far  less  in  the  rate 
of  inflation.  We  are  on  the  way  in  this  country  to  a  solid,  cheaper,  healthier 
economy. 

But  more  importantly,  because  it  involves  all  that  we  stand  for,  we  are  on 
the  road  to  real  progress  overseas.  We  strengthened,  as  Ambassador  Volpe 
knows,  our  relationships  both  militarily  and  economically  in  Western  Europe. 
We  made  headway,  despite  a  setback  in  Vietnam,  in  strengthening  our  ties  in 
Japan  and  elsewhere  out  in  the  Pacific.  We  are  making  tremendous  strides  in 
the  steps  toward  a  just  and  permanent  peace  in  the  Middle  East.  We  are  moving 
forward  in  trying  to  find  an  answer  to  the  problems  between  those  behind  the 
Iron  Curtain  and  those  on  this  side.  We  are  going  to  push,  under  proper  cir- 
cumstances, for  a  way  to  lower  our  arms  burden  without  interfering  with  our 
national  security. 

We  are  on  the  road  to  making  real  progress  at  home  and  abroad,  and  this  is 
what  the  American  people  want — an  affirmative,  forward-moving  program. 
And  that  is  what  the  Republican  Party  stands  for,  and  that  is  why  we  should 
open  our  doors  to  people  from  small  towns,  big  cities,  the  people  from  the  work- 
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ing  class  to  the  other  people  in  our  society  who  may  be  bankers  or  professional 
people.  We  should  open  our  doors  to  people  in  all  stratas  of  our  society.  We 
love  people,  and  we  want  them  in  the  Republican  Party. 

Really,  it  is  just  great  to  be  in  this  great  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
I  was  up  here  in  April  and  had  the  opportunity  and  the  pleasure  to  speak  at 
the  Old  North  Church  ceremony,  to  speak  at  Concord  and  Lexington,  and  to 
feel  in  that  environment  and  that  atmosphere  and  those  historic  places  a  part 
of  the  great  history  of  America.  Those  people  fought  early  and  they  fought  well 
and  they  left  us  a  great  heritage  and  a  great  tradition — something  that  we 
should  stand  for.  They  stood  for  something.  They  stood  for  freedom.  They 
stood  for  what  it  is  all  about. 

So,  our  mission  in  1976  and  in  the  years  ahead  is  to  look  forward,  not  back- 
ward, to  feel  strongly  about  what  is  good  at  home  and  abroad,  economically, 
within  the  realm  of  our  possibility  of  achieving  for  the  betterment  of  the  young, 
the  old,  and  all  others. 

And  one  of  the  things  that  impresses  me  about  the  strength  of  America  and 
is  what  we  need  to  make  our  party  great — ^when  I  was  very  young  I  had  a 
Sunday  school  teacher  who  said  something  to  me  one  time  that  I  will  never 
forget.  She  said  the  beauty  of  Joseph's  coat  is  its  many  colors.  The  strength  of 
the  United  States  of  America  is  its  diversity. 

We  have  the  heritage  of  many  peoples  and  many  religions  and  many  na- 
tionalities in  our  blood,  but  that  is  what  made  America  great.  And  we  in  the 
Republican  Party  welcome  each  and  every  one  of  them,  young  and  old  and  all 
other.  That  is  what  made  our  country  great,  and  that  is  what  will  make  our 
party  great,  and  I  look  forward  to  the  opportunity  of  representing  you  and 
every  one  of  the  50  States  in  1976. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:15  p.m.  in  the  International  Departure  Lounge  at  Logan  International  Airport. 
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Interview  on  NBC  News'  ''Meet  the  Press." 
November  9,  1975 

Lawrence  E.  Spivak.  Today  "Meet  the  Press"  is  observing  its  28th  anniversary 
on  television.  Our  guest  in  a  full-hour  special  edition  is  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  Gerald  R.  Ford.  We  w^ill  have  the  first  question  nov^  from  Bill 
Monroe  of  NBC  Nev^s. 
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PERSONNEL  CHANGES 

[L]  Mr.  Monroe.  Mr.  President,  do  you  sense  a  considerable  negative  public 
reaction  to  the  governmental  changes  of  last  w^eekend  based  on  such  appear- 
ances as  a  Defense  Secretary  abruptly  fired  and  a  Vice  President  driven  out  of 
contention  by  Republican  conservatives  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  find  that  at  all,  Mr.  Monroe.  We  have  had  a  minimal 
amount  of  correspondence,  either  telegram  or  otherwise — certainly  nothing 
comparable  to  any  other  major  change  in  an  administration. 

VICE  PRESIDENT  ROCKEFELLER 

[2.]  Mr.  Monroe.  You  chose  Mr.  Rockefeller  as  Vice  President,  and  you 
have  often  praised  him.  But  you  apparently  were  relieved  by  his  withdrawal, 
judging  by  the  fact  that  you  did  not  argue  against  it.  Could  you  give  us  your 
reasoning  on  that? 

The  President.  I  was  not  reUeved  by  the  Vice  President's  withdrawal.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  have  nothing  but  the  highest  respect  and  regard  for  him. 
He  is  an  experienced,  able  public  servant  and  a  very  close,  personal  friend  of 
mine.  On  the  other  hand,  he  is  a  very  mature  person  and  had  made  his  decision 
for  the  reasons  that  he  set  forth  in  his  letter  which  he  personally  delivered  to  me. 
When  a  man  of  that  stature  and  that  experience  makes  a  decision,  I  have  to 
abide  by  it. 

Mr.  Monroe.  Did  the  thinking  prevalent  in  Washington  to  the  effect  that 
his  withdrawal  could  take  some  of  the  steam  out  of  the  conservative  challenge 
to  you  within  the  Republican  Party — did  that  not  enter  into  your  consideration 
at  all? 

The  President.  I  would  go  back  to  the  letter  that  he  personally  delivered  to 
me.  And  we  agreed  that  that  set  forth,  which  it  did,  the  reasons  for  his  with- 
drawal and  I  respected  his  judgment. 

Mr.  Monroe.  Is  there  at  least  a  potential  conflict,  Mr.  President,  between  the 
idea  that  Mr.  Rockefeller  will  support  you  next  year  and  his  refusal  to  take 
himself  out  of  consideration  as  a  possible  candidate  ? 

The  President.  In  a  personal  conversation  with  him,  he  indicated  to  me  his 
continued  support  for  my  Presidency.  There  is  a  problem  in  that  as  he  travels 
around  the  country,  he  has  to  abide  by,  as  he  should,  and  I  want  him  to,  the 
rules  and  regulations  under  the  new  Federal  election  laws.  But  as  far  as  a  per- 
sonal endorsement,  he  told  me  he  would  continue  to  support  my  Presidency. 
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MOOD  OF  THE  COUNTRY 


[3.]  James  B.  Reston  [New  York  Times].  This  is  an  easy  one,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. There  seems  to  be  a  great  deal  of  anxiety  in  the  country  at  the  present 
time,  and  I  wonder  if  you  would  define  for  us  what  you  think  the  spirit  of  the 
country,  the  mood  of  the  country  is.  And  second,  tell  us  what  are  the  qualities 
you  think  we  should  be  looking  for  in  a  President  in  the  next  5  years  ? 

The  President.  The  country  has  gone  through,  in  the  last  year  or  year  and 
a  half,  some  very  difficult  times.  We  went  through  the  problems  of  Watergate. 
We  have  been  suffering  from  a  very  serious  economic  recession,  although  we 
are  coming  out  of  it  very  steadily.  We  have  had  a  traumatic  experience  in 
Southeast  Asia.  All  of  these  and  perhaps  some  other  problems  raised  some 
doubts  in  the  American  people  as  to  whether  their  government,  their  form  of 
government,  was  capable  of  meeting  these  kind  of  challenges. 

This  doubt,  I  think,  has  been  considerably  reversed,  and  I  think  that  is  ex- 
tremely encouraging.  They  know  that  honesty  and  candor  has  been  restored 
in  government.  They  know  that  we  are  making  headway  in  resolving  our 
economic  problems.  They  know  that  we  withdrew  from  Southeast  Asia  and 
Vietnam  as  best  we  could  and  still  have  not  lost  our  traditional  friends  in  the 
rest  of  the  Pacific  area.  This  doubt  that  was  very  serious  a  few  months  ago,  I 
think,  is  being  resolved. 

And  I  am  encouraged  by  what  I  see  and  what  I  hear.  There  is  a  new  vitality 
growing  among  our  people,  and  this  is  vitally  important  as  we  meet  those  chal- 
lenges. It  is  wholesome,  it  is  getting  more  vigorous,  and  I  think  it  will  have  a 
beneficial  impact  on  our  country  as  a  whole. 

THE  president's   CANDOR 

[4.]  Mr.  Reston.  You  mentioned  a  question  of  candor.  But  I  think  you  left 
the  impression  during  your  recent  switches  that  there  were  no  policy  differences 
between  Kissinger  and  Secretary  Schlesinger  and,  indeed,  the  impression  that 
you  were  not  as  candid  in  that  entire  switch  as  you  had  been  in  the  early  months 
or  year  of  your  Administration.  Is  that  a  fair 

The  President.  Mr.  Reston,  oftentimes  the  simple  truth  is  not  understood. 
And  the  answers  I  gave  at  that  press  conference  on  last  Monday  was  the  simple 
truth.  There  were  no  hidden  motives.  There  were  no  devious  actions  taken. 
The  simple  truth  is  the  best  answer  and  that  was  the  answer.  And  I  think  that 
reflects  my  personal  candor. 

Mr.  Spivak.  Mr.  Will  [George  F.  Will,  National  Review]. 
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DONALD  RUMSFELD  AND  GEORGE  BUSH 

[5.]  Mr.  Will.  Mr.  President,  you  have  nominated  two  very  political  men, 
Mr.  Rumsfeld  and  Mr.  Bush,  to  replace  tv^o  apolitical  men,  Mr.  Schlesinger 
and  Mr.  Colby,  in  sensitive  national  security  positions.  And  this  has  caused 
Senator  Jackson  to  wonder  if  you  are  surrounding  yourself  with  yes-men  and 
lackeys,  and  others  are  worried  that  national  security  advice  to  you  will  be 
politically  colored  by  men  who  are  perhaps  interested  in  becoming  your  Vice- 
Presidential  running  mate  in  1976.  Might  it  help,  both  for  the  anxiety  of  the 
country  and  any  possible  Senate  fight  over  these  nominations,  for  you  to  say 
now  that  neither  of  those  men  will  be  your  running  mate  in  76? 

The  President.  First,  I  think  it  is  very  appropriate  for  me  to  say  that  anyone 
who  knows  George  Bush  and  anyone  who  knows  Don  Rumsfeld  knows  that 
either  one  or  both  of  them  are  honest  individuals  who  can  perform  fine  govern- 
mental functions  without  any  political  ramifications.  George  Bush  did  it  at 
the  U.N.,  and  George  Bush  is  performing  that  function  in  China  today.  Donald 
Rumsfeld  did  it  as  the  head  of  the  price  council,  and  he  did  it  when  he  was  our 
NATO  Ambassador  for  2  years  in  Western  Europe.  Those  individuals  will,  in 
their  new  responsibilities,  do  an  exceptionally  good  job.  I  don't  think  people 
with  talent,  individuals  with  capabilites  and  a  record  ought  to  be  excluded  from 
any  further  public  service. 

NATIONAL  DEFENSE 

[6.]  Mr.  Will.  The  firing  of  Mr.  Schlesinger  has  caused  some  anxieties 
in  some  parts  of  the  country  about  the  commitment  of  this  Administration  to 
a  strong  national  defense.  And  in  affirming  your  commitment  2  days  ago  in 
Boston  you  complained  very  vigorously  about  the  $7  billion  in  cuts  that  seem 
to  be  coming  from  the  House  and  the  Senate  in  the  defense  bill.  Do  you  feel 
so  strongly  about  that  as  you  do  about  the  school  lunch  bill  and  tliese  things 
where  you  have  used  your  veto?  Will  you,  if  there  are  $7  billion  in  defense 
cuts,  veto  that  bill  and  take  the  issue  to  the  country  ? 

The  President.  I  will  make  that  judgment  on  the  defense  bill  when  the 
legislation  is  finally  approved.  I  am  deeply  disappointed  in  the  reductions  that 
were  made  in  the  House  and  the  relatively  small  increases  voted  by  the  Senate 
committee.  I  hope  the  Senate  as  a  whole  will  restore  more  of  the  reductions 
that  were  made. 

It  is  premature  for  me  to  indicate  at  this  stage  of  the  legislative  process  that 
I  will  veto  or  not  veto.  I  will  continue  to  work  with  Members  of  the  House 
and  the  Senate  to  get  as  much  military  appropriation  restored  as  possible,  because 
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the  budget  I  submitted  in  January  was  a  good  budget  that  is  needed  and  neces- 
sary for  the  national  security  of  the  United  States.  And  I  will  work  with  the 
new  Secretary  and  his  associates  to  try  and  restore  as  much  as  I  can  of  that 
budget  cut  that  so  far— roughly  $7  billion. 
Mr.  Spivak.  Mr.  Broder  [David  S.  Broder,  Washington  Post]. 

PERSONNEL   CHANGES 

[7.]  Mr.  Broder.  Mr.  President,  accepting  as  the  premise  your  statement 
that  your  explanation  of  the  changes  in  the  Administration  were  the  simple 
truth,  I  am  still  puzzled  as  to  why  that  situation  changed  for  you  apparently 
during  the  month  of  October  or  early  November.  I  noted,  for  example,  that 
when  you  were  asked  about  possible  differences  between  Mr.  Schlesinger  and 
Mr.  Kissinger  in  an  interview  in  Omaha  on  October  1,  you  said:  "I  have  two 
fine  Secretaries,  and  if  there  are  any  differences,  I  make  the  choice.  And  some- 
times it  is  healthy  to  have  a  different  viewpoint  as  long  as  somebody  can  make 
a  decision."  Did  you  decide  it  was  unhealthy  ? 

The  President.  I  found,  Mr.  Broder,  in  the  last  month  or  so  that  there  was 
not  as  comfortable  a  feeling  in  the  situation  that  I  desired  and  that  it  was  creat- 
ing some  problems.  This  doesn't  mean  that  either  of  those  individuals  was  not 
performing  his  job  in  a  very  effective  way.  But  for  me  to  do  the  job  as  well  as 
I  possibly  can,  I  need  a  feeling  of  comfort  within  an  organization — no  tension, 
complete  cohesion — and  it  doesn't  necessarily  mean  that  those  individuals  agreed 
in  every  precise  detail.  It  does  mean  that  on  two,  at  least,  major  issues— the 
Vladivostok  agreement  that  I  made  for  SALT  II  and  the  Sinai  agreement 
where  we  sent  the  advisers — they  totally  agreed.  But  there  was  a  growing  ten- 
sion. And  I  felt  very  strongly  that  I  needed  to  have  a  comfortable  feehng  even 
though  people  might  disagree. 

Mr.  Broder.  Was  that  tension  involving  both  men,  because  I  noticed  that  on 
the  next  day,  after  that  comment  you  made  about  the  two  Secretaries,  you  also 
said  in  reference  to  Dr.  Kissinger's  two  jobs,  "That  is  no  problem,  in  my  opin- 
ion." Was  the  problem  that  you  saw  with  both  Kissinger  and  Schlesinger  in 
their  relationship  with  you  ? 

The  President.  I  would  say  that  it  was  an  overall  problem,  and  I  felt  that 
the  best  way  to  remedy  it  was  to  take  the  actions  that  I  did.  Now,  that  doesn't 
mean  that  Secretary  Kissinger  and  Don  Rumsfeld  will  agree.  They  probably 
won't  in  some  areas.  But  I  think  the  atmosphere  will  be  infinitely  better  and 
permit  me  as  President  to  do  a  better  job. 
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THE  nation's  goals 

[8.]  Mr.  Spivak.  Mr.  President,  you  have  been  criticized  by  some  members 
of  the  press  for  not  having  a  clearly  stated  philosophy  and  a  set  of  relevant  goals. 
Can  you  tell  us  v^hat  your  goals  are  for  this  country  ? 

The  President.  Mr.  Spivak,  I  w^ould  like  to  give  you  the  vision  that  I  have 
for  the  future  of  America.  It  is  a  vision  w^here  I  think  the  government  v^ill  not 
dictate  the  lives  of  the  American  people,  where  the  government,  on  the  other 
hand,  w^ill  be  compassionate  w^ith  those  who  are  unfortunately  unable  to  take 
care  of  themselves.  It  is  a  vision  that  will  permit  the  people  to  govern  the  govern- 
ment, and  on  the  other  hand,  it  will  permit  the  American  people  to  lead  their 
own  lives  within  the  laws  and  the  Constitution  as  they  desire  for  themselves. 
And  it  is  a  vision,  also,  that  means  that  the  United  States  should  continue  its 
never-ending  pursuit  of  peace  through  strength,  reassuring  our  allies  and  con- 
sulting and  discussing  with  our  adversaries.  It  is  a  very  broad  goal,  but  it  is  the 
kind  of  vision  that  I  think  is  needed  and  necessary  for  the  decades  ahead. 

Mr.  Spivak.  Mr.  President,  when  you  formally  announced  that  you  would 
seek  the  Republican  nomination  for  the  Presidency,  you  said  you  wanted,  and 
I  quote,  to  finish  the  job  you  began.  Is  that  the  job  you  mean,  by  what  you 
just  said  ? 

The  President.  In  the  broadest  possible  terms,  yes. 

VIEWS  on  the  presidency 

[9.]  Mr.  Spivak.  You  have  been  in  office  now  for  15  months.  What  do  you 
think  your  major  accomplishment  has  been  towards  that  end  or  towards  any 
end? 

The  President.  There  are  at  least  three  things  that  I  feel  are  great  pluses.  I 
feel  very  strongly — and  I  think  the  polls  reflect  it — that  I  have  restored  public 
confidence  in  their  government  at  the  Federal  level.  I  believe  also  that  we  have 
made  considerable  headway  in  handling  constructively  a  very  serious  economic 
situation  that  developed  shortly  after  I  became  the  President.  I  believe  also  that 
we  are  slowly  but  surely  making  headway  toward  a  resolution  of  our  depend- 
ence on  foreign  oil.  We  are  getting,  hopefully,  a  bit  of  progress  and  necessary 
action  in  the  area  of  energy  independence.  In  addition,  we  have  continued  to 
strengthen  our  alliances  in  Europe,  we  have  had  a  very  successful  result  in  the 
Middle  East  with  the  Sinai  agreement,  and  we  are  continuing  to  work  with 
both  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  People's  Republic  of  China  in  a  constructive  way. 
These  are  the  broad  areas  where  I  think  we  have  made  significant  progress. 
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CONFIDENCE  IN  GOVERNMENT 

[10.]  Mr.  Spivak.  Mr.  President,  on  the  matter  of  restoring  trust  in  gov- 
ernment, how  do  you  reconcile  v^hat  you  have  just  said  v^ith  the  recent  findings 
of  pollsters  that  public  confidence  in  government  is  probably  lower  than  it  has 
ever  been  since  they  began  to  measure  these  things  scientifically  ? 

The  President.  This  is  bothersome  because  it  is  a  public  view,  according  to 
the  poll  I  think  we  are  both  thinking  of,  a  public  unhappiness  with  the  execu- 
tive branch,  the  Congress,  and  even  the  courts,  to  some  extent.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  was  a  very  recent  poll  that  related  precisely  to  myself,  some  74  to  17 
indicating  a  belief  in  my  honesty  and  candor.  That  is  not  enough,  because  I 
want  all  of  our  Government,  whether  it  is  the  President  or  the  Congress  or  the 
courts,  to  have  public  support.  And  all  of  us  have  to  work  at  it. 

Mr.  Spivak.  Mr.  Monroe. 

SECRETARY  OF  DEFENSE  SCHLESINGER 

[11.]  Mr.  Monroe.  Mr.  President,  to  follow  up  for  a  moment  on  your 
remarks  to  Mr.  Broder,  the  firing  of  Secretary  Schlesinger  appeared  to  be  abrupt, 
especially  considering  the  fact  that  you  apparently  had  an  hour  and  a  half 
meeting  with  him  on  Saturday— I  gather,  talking  about  defense  matters,  no 
mention  of  his  leaving  the  Government— called  him  back  in  the  next  morning, 
less  than  24  hours  later,  and  let  him  out  of  the  Government.  Could  you  com- 
ment on  that  ? 

The  President.  The  meeting  that  I  had  with  Secretary  Schlesinger  on  Sat- 
urday was  a  long-scheduled  meeting,  as  I  recall,  requested  by  him  to  talk  about 
some  personnel  matters  and  to  talk  about  other  defense  problems.  At  that  time, 
I  was  not  cognizant  of  some  leaks  that  had  appeared  here  in  Washington  and 
elsewhere.  I  had  not  planned  to  make  the  decision  and  to  announce  it  on 
Monday,  but  the  development  of  these  leaks  and  the  information  getting  out 
in  part,  not  in  whole,  prompted  me  to  make  the  decision  to  see  Secretary 
Schlesinger  the  next  morning. 

Mr.  Monroe.  Did  your  Sunday  conversation  involve  any  issue  that  came  up 
between  the  two  of  you  where  maybe  you  put  one  emphasis  on  something  and 
he  put  another  emphasis  on  it^there  was  a  difference  between  the  two  of  you  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  that  I  ought  to  discuss  personal  conversations. 
I  said  on  my  press  conference  on  Monday  night  that  I  had  great  respect  for 
him  as  a  person,  I  appreciated  the  fine  job  he  had  done  at  the  Pentagon  and  his 
other  service  as  Chairman  of  the  AEC  and  as  head  of  the  CIA,  but  as  I  explained 
in  response  to  Mr.  Broder,  there  had  been  a  growing  tension  and  I  was  uncom- 
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f ortable  in  the  situation.  But  I  don't  think  I  should  go  beyond  that  in  discussing 
our  conversation. 

PERSONNEL  CHANGES 

[12.]  Mr.  Monroe.  When  you  said  that  you  made  those  changes  totally 
on  your  own,  did  you  mean  that  you  had  no  advice  from  anybody  on  any  of 
those  changes  ? 

The  President.  I,  in  one  v^ay  or  another,  got  some  advice  but  I  did  not  ask 
anybody.  I  made  the  decision  myself.  It  is  a  matter  that  I  had  been  thinking 
about  for  some  time  and  I  have  the  evidence  v^here  I  sat  down  myself  and 
wrote  out  the  changes.  And  it  was  a  totally  private  decision  which  Presidents 
have  to  make  on  occasion.  That  is  their  responsibility  under  the  law.  And  this 
was  my  decision  and  it  is  the  simple  truth  and  I  think  it  was  the  way  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Spivak.  Mr.  Reston. 

NEW  YORK   city;   UNEMPLOYMENT 

[13.]  Mr.  Reston.  Mr.  President,  you  spoke  about  compassion  as  being  one 
of  the  objectives  of  your  Administration.  We  have  not  heard  much  compassion 
in  New  York  in  relation  to  the  financial  plight  of  the  city,  and  I  wonder,  in 
relation  to  New  York  and  also  to  the  8  million  people  now  unemployed  under 
the  October  figures,  what  you  think  of  the  political  and  social  consequences 
of  a  stern  view  toward  those  two  problems  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  wc  have  had  a  stern  view  at  all,  Mr.  Reston, 
toward  the  unemployed.  This  Administration  has  advocated  and  supported  a 
very  significant  extension  of  unemployment  benefits.  I  believe  they  went  from 
26  weeks  to  65  weeks  at  the  present  time.  We  fully  supported  those  extensions 
under  these  adverse  economic  times  and  we  have  fully  supported  the  so-called 
CETA  program,  or  public  service  program,  fully  funding  those  programs  that 
give  gainful  employment  at  the  local  level  for  people  who  are  otherwise 
unemployed. 

In  the  case  of  New  York  City  the  issue  is  more  fundamental.  And  it  is  my 
understanding  that  a  potentially  better  solution  than  a  Federal  action  is  possible 
right  now,  because  in  New  York  City  the  Governor  and  the  mayor  and  the 
bankers  and  the  representatives  from  the  labor  unions  are  working  to  try  and 
find  an  answer  without  any  Federal  intervention,  without  a  Federal  authority 
in  effect  being  the  mayor.  I  think  this  is  in  the  best  interest  of  the  8  milUon 
people  in  New  York  City.  That  is  the  way  to  solve  the  problem,  not  by  Federal 
intervention. 
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Mr.  Reston.  But,  Mr.  President,  can  the  United  States  really  stand  the  possi- 
bility that  you  may  be  wrong  about  New  York  ? 

The  President.  I  have  carefully  considered  that.  I  have  gotten  advice  not 
only  from  experts  within  my  Administration  but  I  have  read  considerably  about 
the  views  of  others,  and  it  is,  I  think,  the  weight  of  the  evidence  that  if  New 
York  City  unfortunately  goes  into  default,  there  will  not  be  any  serious  ramifica- 
tions in  the  money  markets  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Spivak.  Mr.  Will. 

RONALD  REAGAN 

[14.]  Mr.  Will.  Mr.  President,  based  on  your  knowledge  of  Ronald  Reagan 
personally,  his  political  philosophy,  and  his  record  as  Governor  of  the  largest 
State  in  the  Union  for  two  terms,  is  he  qualified  to  be  President  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  I  ought  to  be  the  judge  of  that.  The  voters  in 
the  various  primaries  in  the  first  instance  will  be  the  judges  of  that.  I  don't 
like  to  either  be  critical  on  the  one  hand  or  praising  on  the  other.  I  have  to  look 
at  it  from  my  point  of  view,  which  is  my  record  and  my  aims  and  ambitions. 
I  think  it  would  be  unwise  for  me  to  comment  one  way  or  another  on  that. 
He,  as  far  as  I  know,  had  a  tough  situation  in  California,  did  a  good  job.  But 
to  go  beyond  that,  I  don't  think  I  ought  to. 

Mr.  Will.  But  in  those  primaries,  Mr.  President,  you  are  going  to  have  to 
tell  the  voters  why,  on  the  basis  of  what  specific  issues,  they  should  vote  for  you 
rather  than  for  Mr.  Reagan.  Are  there  differences  between  your  view  of  the 
world  and  Mr.  Reagan's  ? 

The  President.  I  am  going  to  speak  affirmatively  in  those  primaries  where 
I  campaign.  I  will  talk  about  my  record.  That  is  the  way  I  have  always  run  a 
campaign.  I  never  under  any  circumstances  was  critical  of  an  opponent.  I  don't 
think  that  is  the  way  to  sell  yourself  or  your  program  to  the  voters  in  this 
country. 

Mr.  Will.  But  without  being  critical,  can  you  point  to  a  political  difference 
between  you  and  Mr.  Reagan  ? 

The  President.  I  believe  there  is  a  fair  degree  of  unanimity.  I  am  in  the 
middle  of  the  road.  He  may  be  somewhat  to  the  right.  But  on  many  basic  issues 
we  have  a  considerable  degree  of  unanimity. 

Mr.  Spivak.  Mr.  Broder. 

pending  legislation 

[15.]  Mr.  Broder.  Mr.  President,  two  or  three  short  questions  on  domestic 
issues:  The  Senate  Democratic  leaders  are  coming  down  to  see  you  tomorrow 
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on  the  New  York  City  problem.  Tip  O'Neill  says  on  the  basis  of  knowing  you 
for  24  years  that  you  will  sign  the  kind  of  bill  that  the  House  is  preparing.  Is 
he  right  or  wrong? 

The  President.  The  bill  that  I  have  seen,  that  is  only  out  of  a  subcommittee, 
I  think,  is  not  the  right  kind  of  legislation  to  solve  the  problems  of  New  York 
City. 

Mr.  Broder.  Now  the  House  and  Senate  conferees  have  finished  up  a  new 
version  of  an  energy  bill.  From  what  you  have  seen  of  that,  does  it  look  like  the 
kind  of  legislation  you  can  sign  ? 

The  President.  The  version  that  I  understand  they  tentatively  completed 
Friday  night  puts  more  and  more  emphasis  on  imported  foreign  oil.  If  I  find 
that  to  be  the  case,  I  don't  beUeve  that  I  can  approve  it.  With  several  changes — 
and  I  hope  they  will  make  them — we  can  probably  come  to  an  agreement.  But 
as  it  stands  now  on  its  tentative  basis,  I  think  it  presents  some  problems,  because 
there  is  more  dependence  on  foreign  oil  than  I  think  is  right  for  this  country. 

Mr.  Broder.  Now,  on  the  tax  bill  matter,  you  have  on  the  table  a  threat  to 
veto  any  tax  cut  that  is  not  accompanied  by  a  pledge  of  a  spending  cut.  In  view 
of  the  most  recent  economic  statistics  showing  unemployment  up  and  the  eco- 
nomic indicators  down,  can  you  really  afford  to  veto  an  extension  of  the  tax  cut  ? 

The  President.  I  believe  I  can,  because  it  is  equally  important,  Mr.  Broder, 
to  get  a  handle  on  the  excessive  growth  of  Federal  spending.  That  is  as  im- 
portant as  a  tax  reduction.  And  I  think  the  two  must  be  coupled.  Because  if  we 
don't  do  something  affirmatively  about  the  growth  in  Federal  spending  and  get 
a  tax  cut  at  the  same  time,  then  I  think  this  country  could  have  worse  economic 
circumstances  than  we  have  at  the  present  time. 

1976  PRESIDENTIAL   CAMPAIGN 

[16.]  Mr.  Monroe.  Mr.  President,  you  said  the  other  day  that  you  knew  a 
fellow  who  was  going  to  enter  every  primary.  Who  could  that  be  ?  [Laughter] 

The  President.  Bill,  I  think  in  all  honesty  I  was  speaking  about  myself.  I  am 
going  to  enter  every  primary.  That  doesn't  mean  I  will  campaign  in  every 
primary.  I  firmly  beheve  in  the  sovereignty  of  the  voters.  I  think  it  is  an  obliga- 
tion of  candidates  to  present  themselves  to  the  voters.  I  don't  understand  those 
who  enter  some  primaries  and  duck  others.  I  believe  that  if  I  enter  every  pri- 
mary, then  we  will  get  some  test  of  public  sentiment.  But  more  importantly, 
I  want  to  emphasize  that  whatever  campaigning  I  do  will  be  secondary  to  the 
responsibilities  that  I  have  as  President.  Being  President  will  override  any  activity 
in  the  poHtical  arena. 
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Mr.  Monroe.  Were  you  suggesting  a  moment  ago  that  if  Mr.  Reagan  enters 
the  New  Hampshire  primary,  he  should  enter  the  Massachusetts  as  well? 

The  President.  I  said  affirmatively.  Bill,  that  I  think  candidates  ought  to 
present  themselves  to  the  people.  They  are  the  ones  that  should  judge.  And 
entering  some  and  ducking  others  I  don't  think  gives  to  the  American  people 
the  options  that  they  ought  to  have. 

Mr.  Monroe.  Mr.  President,  money  is  reportedly  coming  in  slowly  for  your 
campaign  and  Mr.  Reagan  is  supposed  to  be  quite  strong  in  the  first  two  pri- 
mary States.  Your  finance  chairman  quit  the  other  day.  Conservatives  are 
bothered  about  Mr.  Schlesinger  leaving  the  Government.  Wouldn't  you  concede 
that  you  have  some  concern  over  where  your  campaign  stands  ? 

The  President.  Frankly,  it  could  be  better.  Dave  Packard,  I  think,  will  con- 
tinue on  as  helpful  as  he  can  be.  He  didn't  realize  that  that  job  was  really  a 
full-time  position.  We,  of  course,  expect  some  ups  and  downs  in  any  political 
campaign.  But  as  long  as  we  keep  a  firm  and  steady  hand  on  the  tiller,  which  I 
think  we  have,  I  beUeve  the  success  of  our  programs,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
will  be  more  determining  of  the  end  result  than  some  person  not  being  able  to 
carry  on  as  he  indicated  he  could  or  would.  The  voters  of  this  country  will  make 
the  final  decision  on  the  basis  of  success  or  failure  of  the  programs  that  we 
espouse. 

Mr.  Spivak.  Mr.  Reston. 

Mr.  Reston.  Following  up  on  Bill's  question,  Mr.  President,  are  you  saying 
that  you  are  going  to  leave  the  question  of  what  happens  in  this  campaign  to 
the  people  at  the  primary  level,  that  you  would  pull  out  if  you  were  rejected 
or  ran  behind  Reagan  in  the  primaries  ? 

The  President.  I  expressed  very  firmly  in  Massachusetts  the  other  day,  Scotty, 
that  I  was  going  to  enter  every  primary.  I  indicated  today  that  I  may  not  be 
able  to  campaign  in  every  primary.  But  I  said  very  specifically  in  Massachusetts 
that  I  will  be  in  the  contest  at  the  Republican  Convention  in  August  in  Kansas 
City.  I  think  that  is  a  pretty  clear  statement  that  there  will  be  no  withdrawal 
by  me. 

presidential  candidates 

[17.]  Mr.  Reston.  I  have  two  other  questions  about  procedure  at  the 
convention.  Going  back  to  the  time  when  Franklin  Roosevelt  died,  when  we 
looked  at  the  photographs  after  his  death  during  the  campaign  of  '44,  it  was 
perfectly  clear  this  was  a  dying  man.  Ever  since  that  time  there  has  been  great 
talk  about  whether  or  not  the  country  should  know  far  more  about  the  physical 
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health  of  candidates.  And  my  first  question  is  whether  you  would  approve  all 
candidates'  submitting  themselves  to  an  outside  objective  medical  test  before 
they  go  to  the  convention  ? 

The  President.  Mr.  Reston,  I  would  have  no  objection  personally  under  any 
circumstances.  I  have  excellent  healthy  I  am  proud  of  it^  and  I  would  have  no 
objection  as  far  as  I  am  concerned  to  having  such  an  examination  conducted 
for  me,  and  I  think  it  might  be  very  constructive  for  all  others. 

VICE-PRESIDENTIAL  RUNNING   MATE 

[18.]  Mr.  Reston.  The  second  question  has  to  do  with  the  timing  of  letting 
us  know  your  preference  for  a  Vice  President.  You  run  as  a  team  but  usually, 
over  the  last  few  elections  at  least,  we  get  Vice  Presidents  picked  in  the  turmoil 
of  the  convention.  Is  there  anything  to  the  proposition  that  the  people  have  got 
the  right  to  know  before  you  are  nominated  who  is  going  with  you,  or  who 
your  preference  would  be  ? 

The  President.  I  think  there  is  some  merit  to  that,  but  the  question  is  how 
soon.  I  have  been  at  several  Republican  Conventions  and  watched  a  few  Demo- 
cratic Conventions.  I  think  the  way  it  has  been  done  in  the  past  is  not  necessarily 
the  best  way.  It  has  been  done  in  several  instances  sort  of  at  the  last  minute  and 
I  have  been  distressed  about  that.  Perhaps  we  can  find  a  way  earHer  than  the 
last  minute  to  indicate  to  the  convention  delegates  and  to  the  American  people 
that  I  would  favor  one  over  another.  But  we  haven't  focused  in  on  just  how 
that  might  be  achieved. 

Mr.  Spivak.  Mr.  Will. 

aleksandr  solzhenitsyn 

[19.]  Mr.  Will.  President  Ford,  I  have  here  a  copy  of  a  June  26  memo 
sent  to  the  White  House  to  Brent  Scowcroft  from  the  office  of  Secretary  Kis- 
singer concerning  the  question  of  whether  at  that  time  you  should  meet  with 
Aleksandr  Solzhenitsyn.  And  the  memo  advises  against  that  meeting  saying, 
and  I  quote,  "not  only  would  a  meeting  with  the  President  offend  the  Soviets," 
the  memo  goes  on  to  add,  "such  a  meeting  would  lend  weight  to  his  (Sol- 
zhenitsyn's)  political  views."  Is  worrying  about  that  kind  of  Kremlin  sensitivity 
the  sort  of  thing  you  and  your  advisers  feel  you  have  to  do  in  the  name  of 
detente  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  believe  that  that  is  a  significant  aspect  of  carrying  on 
or  the  defeat  of  detente.  There  are  much  broader,  more  important  issues  than 
that.  The  principal  ones,  of  course,  are  trade,  SALT,  a  wide  variety  of  very  basic 
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issues.  And  those  are  the  issues  that  we  fundamentally  focus  in  on,  not  on  that 
particular  one. 

Mr.  Will.  But  is  this  memo  evidence  of  the  fact  that  you  did  worry  about 
offending  the  Soviet  Union  when  you  decided  not  to  see  Mr.  Solzhenitsyn  ? 

The  President.  It  was  not  a  worry  as  to  an  undercutting  of  detente.  As  you 
know,  subsequently  I  did  indicate  after  further  consideration  that  I  would 
welcome  Mr.  Solzhenitsyn  at  the  Oval  OfHce.  Unfortunately,  that  didn't  take 
place.  The  initial  reaction  was  not  related  to  detente  as  an  undercutting  of  it. 
It  was  a  decision  made  at  that  time  for  various  reasons,  and  I  did  reconsider  it 
and  we  did  offer  to  see  him. 

Mr.  Spivak.  Mr.  Broder. 

FORMER  PRESIDENT  NIXON 

[20.]  Mr.  Broder.  Mr.  President,  there  have  been  a  number  of  indications 
yesterday — I  mean  in  recent  days — that  your  predecessor  would  like  to  return 
to  a  role  in  public  life.  You  have  a  special  responsibility  for  his  status  since  your 
pardon  spared  him,  as  we  now  know,  from  the  likelihood  of  an  indictment. 
Do  you  think  that  it  is  appropriate  or  useful  for  Mr.  Nixon  to  take  up  a  role  in 
public  life  in  this  country  ? 

The  President.  First,  I  have  no  indication  that  he  is  going  to  take  such  a  role. 
I  think  under  the  circumstances  an  active  role  would  not  be  either  in  his  best 
interests  or  on  a  broader  basis.  But  that  is  his  decision,  certainly  not  mine. 

Mr.  Broder.  Would  you  consider  giving  him  any  role,  substantive  or  cere- 
monial, in  a  Ford  Administration  ? 

The  President.  I  see  no  possibility  of  that. 

1976  PRESIDENTIAL  CAMPAIGN 

[21.]  Mr.  Spivak.  Mr.  President,  at  your  press  conference  the  other  day  you 
said  you  were  happy — I  think  that  was  your  word — and  optimistic  about  your 
nomination  and  election  to  the  Presidency  in  1976.  Can  you  tell  us  on  what  you 
base  your  optimism  in  view  of  the  state  of  our  economy  and,  to  a  certain  extent, 
the  state  of  our  foreign  affairs  ? 

The  President.  Mr.  Spivak,  as  I  said  earlier,  I  honestly  believe  that  there  has 
been  a  restoration  of  credibility  and  confidence  in  the  White  House.  That  is 
something  that  I  don't  believe  any  other  candidate  can  take  away  from  me. 

The  real  problems  we  face  relate  to  performance.  I  inherited  a  deteriorating 
economic  condition  in  this  country.  We  have  turned  it  around  and  we  are  com- 
ing out  of  the  recession.  I  believe  that  we  will  have  a  long-range  downtrend  in 
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unemployment.  I  believe  we  will  have  a  better  record  as  far  as  the  rate  of  infla- 
tion so  that  the  end  result  will  be,  in  1976,  economic  conditions  will  be  better. 
And  the  net  result  is,  under  past  elections,  the  person  who  is  in  office  gets  the 
benefit  of  that. 

I  do  disagree  with  you  that  there  is  a  deterioration  of  our  foreign  policy. 
Our  foreign  policy  has  been  a  good  one.  We  just  were  the  principal  factors  in 
working  with  Israel  and  Egypt  in  achievement  of  the  Sinai  agreement.  We  have 
strengthened  NATO.  We  are  continuing  good  programs  and  good  relations 
with  the  Soviet  Union  and  China.  Relations  between  the  United  States  and 
Japan  have  never  been  better.  I  think  the  American  people  will  judge  in  1976 
on  performance,  and  I  honestly  feel  that  performance  over  that  period  of  time 
will  be  good. 

DETENTE 

[22.]  Mr.  Spivak.  Mr.  President,  on  the  matter  of  relations  with  the  Soviet 
Union,  SALT  II  seems  to  have  been  stalled.  What  I  would  like  to  ask  you 
is  that  there  is  a  sharp  difference  of  opinion  and  considerable  confusion  in  this 
country  about  the  meaning  and  intention  of  detente  with  the  Soviet  Union. 
Will  you  give  us  your  definition  of  detente,  tell  us  what  it  means  to  you  and 
what  it  should  mean  to  the  American  people  ? 

The  President.  I  am  not  sure  that  is  the  best  word  but  that  is  the  word  that 
is  being  used.  Detente  means  to  me  that  two  super  powers  who  are  strong  mili- 
tarily and  economically,  who  represent  differing  poUtical  and  governmental 
views,  instead  of  confronting  one  another,  can  consult  one  another  on  a  wide 
variety  of  areas  of  potential  dispute,  whether  it  is  trade,  whether  it  is  military 
potential  conflict,  whether  it  is  a  number  of  other  things. 

Now,  detente  is  not  always  going  to  mean  that  we  solve  every  problem, 
because  some  of  them  are  very  complex  and  very  controversial.  It  does  mean 
it  is  a  mechanism  for  the  relaxation  of  tensions,  so  that  instead  of  glaring  at 
one  another  and  opening  the  potential  of  conflict,  you  can  sit  down  and  discuss 
differences  of  opinion  and  hope  to  accomplish  a  relaxation  and  progress  without 
military  conflict. 

Mr.  Spivak.  Mr.  Monroe. 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

[23.]  Mr.  Monroe.  Mr.  President,  a  recent  study  showed  that  people  who 
are  unemployed  suffer  psychological  damage.  Even  after  they  find  jobs,  they 
are  left  with  a  sense  of  bitterness,  alienation,  a  sense  that  the  system  doesn't 
want  them.  They  are,  to  an  extent,  radicalized.  Now,  can  we  keep  on  having 
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unemployment  in  the  neighborhood  of  8  percent  or  7  percent  or  6^/2  percent 
for  years  ?  Isn't  there  an  argument  for  the  Government  to  do  something  about 
providing  jobs? 

The  President.  I  have  been  very  proud  of  the  attitude  and  feehngs  of  the 
American  people  who  have  been,  unfortunately,  unemployed.  They  have  show^n 
great  restraint  and  understanding.  In  order  to  help  them,  we  have  extended 
unemployment  benefits,  as  I  indicated  earlier,  to  65  weeks.  We  have  done  a 
number  of  other  things  to  help  people  over  this  unfortunate  situation  in  which 
they  find  themselves. 

I  beUeve  that  this  excellent  attitude  that  the  American  people  who  have  been 
unemployed  is  a  reflection  of  the  strength  of  our  people  and  the  faith  that  they 
will  have.  And  if  we  move  up  in  employment  as  'we  have — we  have  1,800,000 
more  people  gainfully  employed  today  than  we  had  6  months  ago — there  is  a 
growing  optimism. 

Now,  the  unemployment  figures  we  have  today  are  far  too  high,  but  the  trend 
is  right  and  this  gives  encouragement,  I  think,  to  people  who  understand  there 
is  no  quick  fix.  And  some  of  the  programs  that  are  aimed  to  solve  this  problem 
would  lead  us  into  the  same  trap  we  have  had  before — short-term  benefits  and 
long-term  losses.  And  the  American  people  are  smarter  today  than  they  ever 
have  been  in  knowing  that  those  kind  of  programs  are  not  right  for  the  country. 

Mr.  Monroe.  Mr.  President,  have  you  had  a  chance  since  you  have  been 
President  to  sit  down  and  talk  with  persons  who  are  unemployed  ? 

The  President.  I  have  had  a  few  individually,  and  from  time  to  time  I  have 
been  at  these  White  House  Conferences  around  the  country,  some  10,  where 
individuals  who  represent  the  unemployed  have  been  able  to  ask  me  questions 
and  to  solicit  answers.  So,  in  effect,  I  have  had  a  communication  with  either 
individuals  in  a  Umited  number  of  cases  or  with  those  that  represent  them.  So, 
I  think  I  have  gotten  their  views  and  gotten  an  understanding  of  their  problem. 

Mr.  Spivak.  Mr.  Reston. 

PRESIDENTIAL   CANDIDATES 

[24.]  Mr.  Reston.  Mr.  President,  in  the  early  days  of  the  Republic,  the 
American  people  took  great  chances  on  young  men  in  the  Presidency.  Now 
here  we  are  looking  at  76  and  most  of  the  leading  candidates  are  old  geezers 
like  me,  in  their  sixties.  Now  we  seem  to  have  misplaced  a  generation  here  some- 
where. Is  the  system  out  of  phase  ?  What  explains  this  ? 

The  President.  I  think  age  is  a  state  of  mind  and,  obviously,  a  state  of  health. 
I  am  in  the  early  sixties.  I  feel  as  vigorous  mentally  and  physically  as  I  ever  have 
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at  any  time  in  my  life.  I  don't  think  you  should  rule  a  person  out  just  because 
they  are  my  particular  age.  On  the  other  hand,  I  don't  think  you  should  rule 
out  a  younger  person  who  by  experience  or  intelligence  or  overall  capability  is 
a  potential  candidate.  I  don't  think  you  should  categorize  people  just  by  age 
bracket.  I  believe  you  ought  to  look  at  the  person,  how  strong  he  is  mentally 
and  physically  and  what  his  experience  and  what  his  background  is  in.  That 
is  the  criteria  that  I  would  use. 

Mr.  Reston.  I  agree  with  that,  of  course,  but  my  question  was  whether  some- 
thing had  happened,  that  there  seems  to  be— the  draft  choices  of  the  young 
guys  are  not  very  good  these  days. 

The  President.  We  have  some  younger  people,  Mr.  Reston,  who  are  running 
in  the  Democratic  race  for  the  Presidency  and  we  have  got  some  excellent 
potential  younger  people  who  are  interested  either  in  the  Vice  Presidency  or 
even  potentially  in  the  Presidency,  if  they  so  indicate.  I  think  we  have  got  people 
that  are  interested,  some  Governors,  some  other  officials  within  and  without  the 
Federal  Government. 

Mr.  Spivak.  Mr.  Will. 

STRATEGIC  ARMS   LIMITATION 

[25.]  Mr.  Will.  Mr.  President,  the  Vladivostok  agreement  Umits  the  U.S. 
and  the  Soviet  Union  each  to  2,400  strategic  vehicles.  That  includes  missiles 
and  bombers.  Studies  done  within  our  Government  indicate  that  the  Soviet 
Union's  Backfire  bombers  are  capable  of  taking  off  from  Soviet  bases  and  bomb- 
ing U.S.  cities.  Is  it  your  firm  position  that  each  Soviet  Backfire  bomber  should 
be  counted  against  that  Soviet  total  of  2,400  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  believe  I  should  discuss  one  of  the  most  controversial 
issues  in  the  negotiations  with  the  Soviet  Union.  The  Backfire  is  a  weapons 
system  that  has  a  potential,  although  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
whether  or  not  its  primary  mission  is  one  of  intercontinental  bombing.  It  is  a 
very  difficult  decision  among  several  others.  And  I  don't  believe  that  with  the 
importance  of  those  negotiations  that  I  should  make  a  categorical  statement  on 
this  program  as  to  how  we  might  handle  the  problem  of  the  Backfire. 

Mr.  Will.  Is  it  a  fair  inference,  from  the  fact  that  you  won't  take  a  firm 
position  on  that,  that  that  is  a  position  we  are  willing  to  negotiate  away? 

The  President.  There  are  a  number  of  other  issues  of  equal  importance 
where  there  might  be  some  tradeoff— I  am  not  saying  there  will  be— but  there 
are  some  very  complicated  problems  and  the  Backfire  is  one  of  them.  But  for 
me  to  make  a  decision  here  and  to  make  an  announcement  on  this  program. 
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I  think,  would  not  be  the  proper  way  for  a  President  to  handle  these  very 
sensitive  negotiations. 

Mr.  Spivak.  We  have  less  than  3  minutes,  gentlemen.  Mr.  Broder. 

Mr.  Broder.  Just  to  follow  on  that,  Mr.  President,  is  SALT  negotiations  in  a 
state  that  you  have  had  to  give  up  your  hope  of  having  a  summit  meeting  with 
Mr.  Brezhnev  this  year  ? 

The  President.  There  is  far  less  likelihood  that  we  will  have  a  summit  meet- 
ing this  year.  We  are  continuously  negotiating  here  and  with  the  group  of 
technicians.  But  the  timetable  doesn't  look  encouraging  for  1975.  I  don't  think 
that  is  necessarily  bad.  Under  no  circumstances  do  I  feel  under  pressure  to  get 
an  agreement  at  a  date  certain.  I  want  a  good  agreement  rather  than  to  be 
pressured  into  having  an  agreement  by  a  precise  date.  And  it  seems  to  me  that 
we  are  making  headway  slowly — very  complex,  very  complicated  problems, 
and  Mr.  Will  brought  up  one  of  the  most  difficult  ones. 

We  have  to  work  at  it  because  a  SALT  II  agreement  is  in  the  best  interest 
of  this  country  and  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  world  at  large.  But  we  are  not 
going  to  be  pressured  to  get  a  bad  agreement  by  a  date  certain. 

FEDERAL   BUDGET 

[26.]  Mr.  Spivak.  Mr.  President,  you  said  you  want  a  $395  billion  budget 
ceiling  for  fiscal  77  in  order  to  give  the  American  people  a  $28  bilHon  tax  cut. 
Is  it  certain  now  that  you  will  send  Congress  a  $395  billion  budget  for  77,  or 
is  that  figure  still  subject  to  change  ? 

The  President.  The  decision  I  made  on  $395  biUion  for  fiscal  year  1977  is 
firm.  We  are  in  the  process  right  now  of  refining  the  details.  But  I  must  add, 
Mr.  Spivak,  that  a  $395  billion  spending  ceiling  is  not  a  cutback.  It  is  only  a 
reduction  in  the  growth  of  Federal  spending  of  $28  bilHon.  If  you  don't  put  a 
ceiling  of  $395  billion,  you  are  going  to  have  the  Congress -spending  at  least 
$28  billion  more  for  a  $50  billion  growth  in  Federal  spending  in  12  months  and 
that  is  unconscionable. 

Mr.  Spivak.  I  am  sorry  to  interrupt  but  our  time  is  up.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, for  being  with  us  today  on  "Meet  the  Press." 

The  President.  Larry,  may  I  conclude  by  congratulating  you  on  your  28  years 
of  "Meet  the  Press"  by  television  and  your  30-year  history  of  handling  "Meet  the 
Press,"  going  back  to  the  days  of  radio. 

It  has  been  my  privilege  to  be  on  this  program,  this  the  seventh  time.  It  has 
been  a  challenge.  It  has  always  been  pleasant.  It  has  been  something  that  I  have 
enjoyed,  as  I  am  sure  all  other  participants  have.  And  we  are  all,  those  who  have 
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sat  in  this  seat,  deeply  grateful  for  your  contribution  to  the  understanding  of 
the  problems  and  the  people,  and  I  thank  you  on  behalf  of  all  who  have  gone 
before  me. 

Mr.  Spivak.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President,  for  your  very  generous  remarks. 

The  President.  I  should  have  thanked  the  panel,  too. 

Mr.  Spivak.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  It  has  been  a  great  experience. 

note:  The  interview  began  at  11:30  a.m.  in  the  Spivak's  remarks  relating  to  commercial  announce- 
NBC  television  studios  in  Washington,  D.C.  It  ments  and  station  identifications  have  been  edited 
w^as   broadcast   live   on   radio   and   television.   Mr.       from  the  transcript  as  released  by  the  White  House. 
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Remarks  at  Ceremonies  Commemorating  the  Bicentennial  of  the 
United  States  Marine  Corps  in  Arlington,  Virginia. 
November  10,  1973 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  General  Wilson,  Distinguished  Members  of  the 
House  and  Senate,  Secretary  Clements,  Secretary  Middendorf,  Mr.  Gagnon, 
Mr.  deWeldon,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Two  hundred  years  ago  today,  by  an  act  of  the  Continental  Congress,  the 
United  States  Marine  Corps  was  born.  Less  than  4  months  later,  on  March  3, 
1776,  234  Leathernecks  made  the  first  U.S.  Marine  Corps  amphibious  landing. 
Today  we  honor  the  Marine  Corps  and  the  Bicentennial  of  its  "uncommon 
valor." 

The  heroic  spirit  of  the  corps  is  preserved  in  the  magnificent  Iwo  Jima  monu- 
ment which  stands  before  you.  It  raised  our  spirits  even  as  those  brave  Marines 
raised  our  flag  on  that  eventful  day. 

This  is  an  historic  vantage  point.  We  can  see  nearby  Arlington  National 
Cemetery,  the  final  resting  place  of  so  many  of  America's  service  men  and 
women — all  who  gave  their  last,  full  measure  of  devotion  to  the  United  States. 
Across  the  Potomac  from  here  is  a  panorama  of  our  past,  present,  and  future. 
The  Lincoln  and  Jefferson  Memorials  and  the  Washington  Monument  repre- 
sent, along  with  other  historic  structures,  our  past.  Our  present  can  be  seen  in 
the  daily  work  of  our  Government  and  the  life  of  the  Nation's  great  Capital 
City.  Our  future  is  epitomized  in  the  timeless  ideals  which  all  of  these  places 
and  all  of  these  people  represent. 

Today  we  remain  true  to  the  ideals  of  the  Marine  Corps  which  have  fought 
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to  preserve  in  distant  countries  and  on  remote  battlefields.  The  United  States 
Marines  for  two  centuries  have  heard  and  heeded  the  call  of  our  country.  They 
have  created  an  esprit  de  corps  which  is  unrivaled  in  any  military  service  in 
the  world.  The  corps  has  become  a  living  monument  to  bravery  and  self- 
sacrifice. 

Much  of  the  world's  history  in  these  past  200  years  has  been  marked  by  tur- 
moil and  by  violence.  We,  the  American  people,  have  paid  a  high  price  not 
only  for  our  own  freedom  but  for  that  of  others.  And  always  the  Marine  Corps 
faithfully  stands  guard  when  liberty  is  threatened. 

Let  me  assure  you  here  and  now  that  the  American  people  and  your  President 
stand  behind  you.  You  will  be  suppUed  with  the  most  modern  and  advanced 
ships,  weapons,  equipment,  and  training  in  the  world  today.  Our  aim — my 
aim — is  not  to  train  America's  youth  for  war,  nor  to  develop  weapons  to  kill. 
My  aim — and  our  aim — is  to  develop  the  military  strength  which  is  our  might- 
iest hope  for  peace. 

The  United  States  must  be  constant  and  credible  when  we  speak  of  American 
strength  at  home  and  on  our  seas  of  the  world.  You  have  stated  it  best  to  your 
recruits:  "Nobody  Ukes  to  fight  but  somebody  has  to  know  how." 

I  do  not  know  what  events  the  next  two  centuries  will  bring  to  our  country. 
But  I  do  know  this:  It  is  for  us,  the  living,  to  raise  new  monuments,  new  hopes 
and  new  courage,  new  ideas  and  new  ideals  for  our  children  and  for  their 
children.  We  must  leave  a  heritage  worthy  of  our  inheritance. 

Americans  will  be  called  on  to  show  great  self -discipline  and  self-sacrifice  in 
the  years  ahead.  We  will  be  put  to  many  tests  around  the  world.  The  global 
economy  must  be  stabilized.  The  world's  need  for  energy  must  be  balanced 
with  the  necessity  to  preserve  our  global  environment.  World  industrial  pro- 
duction needs  must  be  met  by  judicious  use  of  our  available  global  resources. 

We  must  win  the  race  of  food  against  famine.  We  must  assure  peace  rather 
than  suffer  war.  We  must  preserve  the  ideals  of  liberty  and  freedom  against 
challenges  from  hostile  ideologies.  We  must  be  a  people  not  only  of  an  historic 
past  but  of  a  heroic  present  to  face  squarely  the  new  ideals,  the  new  realities  of 
today's  world.  We  are  only  at  the  dawn  of  an  American  future. 

The  Marine  Corps  has  established  a  legacy  of  heroic  deeds — not  in  brass  and 
stone,  but  in  the  courage  and  in  the  sacrifice  of  more  than  3  million  Marines, 
men  and  women,  who  served  our  Nation  faithfully. 

These  deeds  are  not  forgotten.  They  link  the  past,  present,  and  future  and  are 
embodied  in  the  American  spirit  of  freedom. 

The  spirit  of  freedom  is  not  only  in  this  monument  but  in  our  hearts.  "Always 
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faithful" — semper  fid elis— to  the  cause  of  freedom.  Let  us  pray  that  that  same 
proud  motto — "Always  faithful" — may  always  be  the  mark  of  each  and  every 
one  of  us,  now  and  forever. 

I  salute  you  all  and  all  Marines  everywhere  on  your  200th  birthday. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   11:31   a.m.  at  the  Secretary),  J.  William  Middendorf  II,  Secretary  of 
Marine  Corps  War  Memorial.  In  his  opening  re-  the  Navy,  Rene  Gagnon,  a  participant  in  the  flag- 
marks,  he  referred  to  Gen.  Louis  H.  Wilson,  USMC,  raising  at  Iwo  Jima,  and  Felix  deWeldon,  sculptor 
Commandant  of  the  Marine  Corps,  William  P.  Cle-  of  the  monument, 
ments,   Jr.,   Deputy   Secretary   of  Defense    (Acting 
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Letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  the  President  of  the 
Senate  on  Designation  of  Developing  Countries  for  Purposes 
of  the  Generalized  System  of  Preferences. 
November  11,  1975 

[Dated  November  10,  1975.    Released  November  11,  1975] 

IN  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Section  502(a)  (1)  of  the  Trade  Act 
of  1974, 1  hereby  notify  the  House  of  Representatives  (Senate)  of  my  intention 
to  designate  additional  beneficiary  developing  countries  and  territories  for  pur- 
poses of  the  Generalized  System  of  Preference  (the  "GSP")  provided  for  in  tide 
V  of  the  Trade  Act  of  1974.  This  is  to  be  done  by  amending  Executive  Order 
11844,  of  March  24,  1975  (enclosed  at  Tab  A),  in  the  manner  described  belov^. 
The  foUov^ing  countries  and  territories  are  to  be  added  to  the  lists  of  desig- 
nated GSP  beneficiaries  set  forth  in  section  1  of  E.O.  11844: 

Cyprus  Romania  Christmas  Island  (Australia) 

Hong  Kong  Somalia  Cocos  (Keeling)  Islands 

Israel  Turkey 

My  intention  to  designate  each  of  the  countries  and  territories  as  GSP  bene- 
ficiaries reflects  the  follow^ing  considerations: 

a.  The  expressions  of  their  desires  to  be  designated  as  beneficiaries; 

b.  Their  levels  of  economic  development,  including  their  per  capita  gross 
national  products,  their  general  living  standards  as  measured  by  levels  of 
health,  nutrition,  education,  housing,  and  their  degrees  of  industrialization; 

c.  Whether  or  not  other  major  developed  countries  are  extending  generalized 
preferential  tariff  treatment  to  them ; 
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d.  The  extent  to  which  they  have  assured  the  United  States  that  they  will 
provide  the  United  States  with  equitable  and  reasonable  access  to  their 
markets; 

e.  The  legislative  history  of  the  Trade  Act  of  1974,  including  the  Reports 
thereon  by  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives and  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  Senate. 

The  exclusionary  provisions  of  the  Trade  Act  would  apply  to  some  of  the 
countries  that  are  to  be  designated  but  for  the  factors  described  below: 

Cyprus 

The  tariff  preferences  that  Cyprus  extends  to  the  products  of  member  coun- 
tries of  the  European  Economic  Community  ("E.E.C.")  and  the  Common- 
wealth countries  do  not  have,  and  are  not  likely  to  have,  significant  adverse 
effects  upon  United  States  commerce.  Accordingly,  the  exclusionary  provisions 
of  section  502(b)  (3)  of  the  Trade  Act  do  not  apply  to  Cyprus. 

Israel 

I  have  received  satisfactory  assurances  that  Israel  will  take  action  prior  to  Jan- 
uary 1,  1976  to  assure  that,  although  Israel  affords  preferential  treatment  to 
products  of  other  developed  countries  (those  of  the  E.E.C.),  there  will  be  no 
significant  adverse  effect  on  United  States  commerce  resulting  from  such  pref- 
erential treatment. 

In  particular,  the  Government  of  Israel  has  provided  satisfactory  assurances 
that,  for  specified  U.S.  exports  to  Israel  worth  some  $92  million  (1974  data), 
Israel  will  reduce  the  applicable  most-favored-nation  (MFN)  duty  rates  so  as 
to  eliminate,  or  in  some  cases  virtually  eliminate,  the  margin  between  such 
MFN  rates  and  the  preferential  tariff  rates  being  applied  to  the  same  products 
from  E.E.C.  countries.  In  addition,  Israel  will  eliminate,  at  least  during  the  life 
of  the  U.S.  GSP,  margins  between  the  E.E.C.  preferential  tariff  rates  and  the 
MFN  rates  whenever  specified  conditions  are  met  for  certain  products.  These 
products  have  been  identified  by  the  United  States  as  important  exports  for 
which  the  U.S.  and  the  E.E.C.  countries  are  serious  commercial  competitors  and 
for  which  tariff  preferences,  if  applied,  would  be  likely  to  affect  adversely  U.S. 
commercial  interests.  Israel  will  eliminate  preferential  tariff  margins  on  these 
products  whenever  specific  statistical  criteria  are  met.  Israel  also  will  consult 
with  the  United  States,  at  our  request,  concerning  any  other  U.S.  exports  which 
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may  be  affected  adversely  by  its  tariff  preferences  for  products  of  E.E.C. 
countries. 

For  these  reasons,  Israel  qualifies  for  the  GSP  under  the  terms  of  section 
502(b)  (3)  of  the  Trade  Act  of  1974. 

Romania 

In  view  of  (a)  the  U.S.-Romanian  Trade  Relations  Agreement,  signed  on 
April  2,  1975,  and  entered  into  force  on  August  3,  1975,  which  granted  non- 
discriminatory tariff  treatment  to  Romanian  products  (b)  Romania's  status  as 
a  contracting  party  to  the  General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade  and  its 
membership  in  the  International  Monetary  Fund,  and  (c)  the  repeated  manifes- 
tation of  Romanian  determination  to  pursue  an  independent  foreign  policy, 
Romania,  although  a  Communist  country,  fulfills  the  requirements  for  GSP  eli- 
gibility set  forth  in  section  502(b)  (1)  of  the  Trade  Act. 

Somalia 

Somalia  is  now  taking  steps  to  discharge  its  obligations  under  international 
law  with  respect  to  an  investment  dispute  which  had  the  effect  of  a  nationaliza- 
tion, expropriation,  or  other  seizure  of  U.S.  property  by  Somalia.  My  Determi- 
nation to  this  effect  is  set  forth  at  Tab  B.  This  Determination  makes  Somalia 
eligible  for  GSP  under  the  terms  of  section  502(b)(4)  of  the  Trade  Act. 

Turkey 

Turkey  also  is  taking  steps  to  discharge  its  obligations  under  the  international 
law  with  respect  to  property  questions  in  the  Turkish-controlled  area  of  Cyprus 
which  could  be  considered  as  nationalizations,  expropriations,  or  seizures  of 
United  States  properties.  My  Determination  at  Tab  B  covers  Turkey  as  well  as 
Somaha,  so  that  Turkey  also  is  eligible  for  GSP  under  section  504(b)  (4)  of  the 
Trade  Act. 

In  addition,  the  tariff  preferences  that  Turkey  extends  to  the  products  of 
members  of  the  E.E.C.  do  not  have,  and  are  not  likely  to  have,  significant 
adverse  effects  on  United  States  commerce.  This  conclusion  depends  upon  the 
continuance  by  Turkey  of  certain  key  government  decrees.  The  Government 
of  Turkey  understands  the  importance  of  the  maintenance  of  those  decrees  to 
Turkey's  continued  eligibility  for  GSP,  and  has  acknowledged  the  desirability  of 
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consulting  with  the  United  States  before  changing  its  customs  tariffs  in  a 
manner  prejudicial  to  its  status  as  a  beneficiary  country. 

Hong  Kong,  Christmas  Island  (Australia),  Cocos  (Keeling)  Islands 

None  of  the  exclusionary  provisions  of  section  502(b)  are  applicable  to  these 
areas. 

In  addition  to  the  intended  designations  described  above,  Cape  Verde,  Mozam- 
bique, Papua  New  Guinea,  Sao  Tome  and  Principe,  and  Surinam  are  to  be 
moved  from  the  list  of  dependent  beneficiaries  to  the  list  of  independent  benefi- 
ciary countries,  because  they  have  become  independent  since  Executive  Order 
11844  v^as  issued  last  March  24.  Anguilla  v^ill  be  deleted  from  Executive  Order 
11844  as  a  separate  listing,  but  will  continue  to  be  a  designated  GSP  beneficiary 
as  part  of  "Saint  Christopher-Nevis- Anguilla".  These  changes  will  not  affect  the 
status  of  the  areas  involved  as  GSP  beneficiaries. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  The  letters  were  addressed  to  the  Honorable  On   November   24,    1975,   the   President   signed 
Carl  Albert,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa-  Executive    Order    11888,    implementing   the   addi- 
tives,   and    the   Honorable   Nelson   A.    Rockefeller,  tional  designations. 
President  of  the  Senate. 

669 

Exchange  With  Reporters  in  Charleston,  West  Virginia, 
Following  Passage  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly 
Resolution  on  Zionism.     November  11,  1975 

GOOD  evening.  It  is  nice  to  see  you  all.  I  am  delighted  and  pleased  to  be  in 
West  Virginia  again  and  have  an  opportunity  to  answer  a  question  or  two, 
if  you  have  any. 

Reporter.  What  is  your  reaction,  sir,  to  the  U.N.  action  on  the  Zionism 
resolution  ? 

The  President.  I  have  spoken  out  very  strongly  against  it,  and  Secretary 
Kissinger  has  done  likewise.  And  of  course.  Ambassador  Moynihan  made  a  very 
strong  speech  last  night  during  the  debate.  It  is  something  that  this  Govern- 
ment strongly  opposes. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  favor  any  sort  of  punitive  action  toward  either  the 
United  Nations  or  the  countries  who  supported  the  resolution  ? 
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The  President.  We,  of  course,  will  be  completely  firm  in  our  position.  We, 
of  course,  would  look  at  how  the  situation  was  handled  there  and  the  nations 
that  vigorously  proposed  it,  but  I  wouldn't  want  to  make  any  specific  comments 
at  this  time. 

Q.  You  are  leaving  open  the  option  possibly  that  you  might  want  to  take 
specific  action  at  some  later  date  ? 

The  President.  I  wouldn't  say  how  I  would  describe  the  action,  but  certainly 
I  am  disappointed  with  the  action  that  was  taken. 

Q.  Are  you  concerned,  sir,  that  any  action  the  United  States  might  take  in  a 
punitive  form,  such  as  cutting  the  aid  to  countries  who  supported  the  resolution, 
might  harm  the  chances  of  peace  in  the  Middle  East  ? 

The  President.  I  wouldn't  want  to  get  into  the  details  of  that.  It  doesn't  seem 
to  me  that  we  should  make  any  snap  judgments.  We  did  strongly  oppose  the 
U.N.  resolution,  and  we  will  take  whatever  the  appropriate  action  is  as  we  move 
ahead  in  the  area  of  trying  to  achieve  peace  in  the  Middle  East. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  effect  will  this  have  on 

The  President.  Are  you  one  of  the  local  people,  Walt  [Walter  Rodgers, 
Associated  Press  Radio]  ? 

Q.  What  effect  does  this  have  on  the  possibility  of  reaching  a  Middle  East 
peace  and  a  further  negotiated  settlement  there  ? 

The  President.  We,  of  course,  will  continue  to  make  our  efforts  in  the  Middle 
East  for  a  long  and  fair  and  stable  peace  in  the  Middle  East.  I  wouldn't  want 
to  pass  judgment  on  that  question  at  this  time,  but  our  efforts  will  continue  in 
that  area. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much.  It  is  nice  to  see  you. 

note:   The   President   spoke   at   6:27   p.m.    at   the       resolution,  approved  on  the  evening  of  November  10, 
Kanav^ha  County  Airport.  The  General  Assembly       1975,    had    declared    Zionism    a    form    of    racism. 
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Remarks  at  a  Republican  Party  Fundraising  Dinner  in 
Charleston.     November  11,  1973 

LET  ME  say  with  the  deepest  conviction  and  greatest  appreciation,  my  wife, 
Betty,  and  I  are  most  grateful  for  the  friendship  of  Arch  and  his  lovely  wife. 
The  Fords  and  the  Moores  over  a  long  period  of  time  have  been  close  personal 
friends.  Arch  and  I  have  fought  many  a  battle  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  I,  from  time  to  time,  tried  to  be  helpful  in  his  greater  achieve- 
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ments  in  political  life.  And  \  have  been  quite  proud  of  that  young  fellow  who 
came  to  Washington  quite  a  few  years  ago,  made  an  enviable  record,  and  has 
been,  without  a  question  of  doubt,  one  of  the  greatest  Governors  in  the  history 
of  West  Virginia. 

I  want  to  thank  Arch  for  several  things  that  he  has  done  for  me  when  I  first 
ran  for  the  minority  leadership,  when  there  was  the  question  of  endorsements 
for  the  Vice  Presidency.  Arch,  I  am  deeply  grateful  for  your  never-ending 
support.  It  is  just  wonderful  to  see  an  old  friend. 

Let  me  pay  tribute  to  the  members  of  the  board,  the  State  legislative  mem- 
bers, and  all  of  you  who  are  here  to  participate  in  this  great  rally,  this  fine 
dinner.  I  think  all  of  us  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  Tom  Potter  for  the  first-class 
job  he  has  done. 

It  is  nice  to  see  one  of  your  great  statesmen.  Senator  Chapman  Revercomb.- 
It  is  nice  to  see  you,  Senator. 

One  of  the  nice  things  that  traveling  around  the  country  gives  you  an  oppor- 
tunity to  enjoy  is  to  see  old  friends  that  you  knew  many  a  year  ago  who,  for 
one  reason  or  another,  you  haven  t  seen  over  a  period  of  time.  One  of  my  old 
high  school  classmates — in  fact,  he  and  I  graduated  from  high  school  together — 
Mike  Burdell  of  Charleston,  West  Virginia. 

It  is  a  great  treat,  and  one  that  I  have  enjoyed  thoroughly,  to  be  back  in  West 
Virginia  again  and  to  share  this  marvelous  evening  with  all  of  you  good,  loyal, 
enthusiastic  West  Virginia  Republicans,  and  a  few  Independents,  and  I  hope  a 
lot  of  discerning  Democrats. 

You  know,  I  keep  hearing  how  the  Republican  Party  will  go  into  the  1976 
elections  as  the  underdog,  and  somehow  that  has  a  vaguely  familiar  ring  to  it. 
Isn't  that  what  they  said  about  the  [University  of  West  Virginia]  Mountaineers 
against  Pitt  [University  of  Pittsburgh]  last  Saturday?  [Laughter'] 

When  it  comes  to  football,  I  think  I  can  speak  with  some  authority,  and 
tonight  I  am  predicting  that  what  the  Mountaineers  did  at  Morgantown  last 
Saturday,  your  great  Republican  ticket  is  going  to  do  at  the  polls  in  1976. 

This  is  really  a  great  evening,  and  before  we  go  any  further,  I  want  to  con- 
gratulate your  finance  committee  for  its  sheer  raw  courage  in  the  way  it  has 
handled  this  dinner  this  evening.  I  say  "sheer  raw  courage"  because  it  isn't  easy 
to  charge  $100  a  plate  for  a  dinner  in  a  State  whose  motto  is  "Mountaineers  are 
Always  Free." 

I  am  especially  pleased  to  be  with  you  tonight,  pleased  at  this  tremendous 
turnout,  as  I  indicated,  pleased  to  be  back  in  a  State  that  is  known  by  its  natives 
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and  its  visitors  alike  as  "Almost  Heaven."  Incidentally,  I  have  one  of  your  ties 
on  tonight.  [Laughter'] 

I  am  pleased  to  be  back  in  Charleston,  the  city  of  imagination,  of  enterprise, 
and  above  all,  a  city  that  is  blazing  new  trails  in  the  delicate  science  of  removing 
bridges.  [Laughter] 

The  first  time  I  came  to  West  Virginia  w^as  back  in  1949  to  make  a  high 
school  commencement  address  in  Berkeley  Springs.  Since  then,  I  have  been  to 
Charleston,  Clarksburg,  Wheeling,  Morgantown,  Elkins,  Berkeley  Springs,  as 
I  mentioned,  and  of  course.  White  Sulphur. 

Don't  ask  me  w^hich  place  I  liked  the  best.  [Laughter]  But  I  made  that  high 
school  commencement  speech  in  Berkeley  Springs.  I  don't  remember  v^hat  I 
said  on  that  occasion,  and  probably  nobody  else  does  either.  But  I  distinctly 
remember  my  first  impressions  of  West  Virginia — the  beauty  of  its  mountains 
and  particularly  the  w^armth  of  its  people. 

The  impressions  haven't  changed  a  bit  over  the  last  27  years,  but  West  Vir- 
ginia has  changed  a  lot.  The  West  Virginia  I  see  today  is  a  new  State.  The  beauty 
of  its  mountains  still  remains.  The  warmth  and  hospitality  of  the  West  Vir- 
ginians continue  to  strike  the  visitor  like  a  summer  breeze.  But  through  all 
those  impressions,  something  new  has  been  added,  that  is,  the  feeling  of  the 
people  here  striding  confident  into  the  future  while  retaining  the  heritage  and 
the  charm  of  your  great  past. 

The  reasons  may  be  complex,  but  they  have  a  great  deal  to  do  with  coal.  Your 
State  is  one — as  I  have  heard  from  Arch  and  others — one  of  the  largest  bitu- 
minous coal  producers  in  the  Nation  and  among  the  largest  in  coal  exports. 

This  great  natural  resource  has  improved  the  living  standard  of  many  of  your 
citizens,  enriched  your  State  treasury  through  an  increased  tax  flow,  and  pro- 
vided much  of  the  fuel  to  keep  this  Nation  warm,  its  Ughts  burning,  and  its 
factories  humming.  But  beyond  the  surging  demand  for  coal,  West  Virginia's 
present  prosperity  can  be  attributed  in  large  measure  to  the  energy,  self-reliance, 
the  imagination  of  your  citizens  and  public  officials. 

Under  the  enlightened  leadership  of  my  dear  friend  and  your  Governor, 
Arch  Moore,  you  have  vastly — under  the  leadership  of  Arch,  you  have  vastly 
improved  your  highway  system,  raised  the  quality  of  education  at  every  level, 
built  tourism  into  a  $600-million-a-year  business,  and  conducted  a  highly  suc- 
cessful drive  for  new  industries  that  has  paid  off  in  thousands  and  thousands  of 
jobs  and  an  unemployment  rate  below  the  national  average. 

I  congratulate  every  one  of  you,  and  thousands  like  you  throughout  your 
State,  on  this  new  prosperity  for  this  great  State  of  West  Virginia. 
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I  was  so  pleased  to  find  when  I  was  looking  through  some  material,  that  you 
here  in  West  Virginia  have  a  prosperity  which  now  ranks  West  Virginia  fifth 
in  per  capita  income  growth  in  our  Nation,  a  prosperity  which  springs  pri- 
marily from  the  rugged  self-rehance,  the  inexhaustible  energy,  and  the  fierce 
independence  which  led  the  first  hardy  settlers  in  1730  to  penetrate  the  wil- 
derness. 

Tonight  I  would  like  to  talk  with  you — after  those  introductory  remarks 
which  I  feel  very  deeply  about — I  would  like  to  talk  to  you  about  another  form 
of  independence.  Ten  months  ago  when  I  addressed  the  United  States  Congress 
and  the  American  people,  I  said  the  state  of  the  Union  was  not  good.  I  called 
on  the  Congress  and  the  country  to  move  in  a  new  direction.  I  pointed  out  the 
world  is  watching  to  see  how  we  respond. 

This  evening,  let's  look  at  the  state  of  our  economy  compared  to  that  very, 
very  uncertain  circumstance  that  prevailed  last  January.  While  the  economy  is 
not  my  central  theme — it  is  energy — nevertheless  the  health  of  our  economy  is 
unalterably  linked  to  a  stable  and  adequate  supply  of  energy. 

Last  January  simultaneous  recession  and  inflation  whipsawed  the  American 
people — they  were  caught  in  the  middle.  The  money  of  millions  of  people  was 
being  eroded  by  double-digit  inflation  while  recession  cut  very  deeply  into  our 
national  production  and  employment. 

Today,  although  we  have  a  long  ways  to  go,  the  economy  of  this  great  Nation 
is  well  on  the  road  to  a  healthy  recovery  and  we  should  be  proud  of  it.  We  are 
making  a  marked  progress.  The  signs  of  this  progress  are  clear  for  all  of  us 
to  see.  Our  gross  national  product  for  the  third  quarter  of  1975  increased  by  more 
than  11  percent — the  biggest  quarterly  increase  in  two  decades.  That  is  progress. 
Industrial  production  rose  at  an  annual  rate  of  20  percent  during  the  same 
period — the  biggest  quarterly  increase  in  more  than  10  years.  Productivity  among 
American  workers  has  been  steadily  improving  for  months.  That  is  progress. 

The  number  of  Americans  with  jobs  went  up  by  nearly  1,600,000  from  March 
through  October  of  this  year,  and  that  is  progress.  For  the  last  8  months  we 
have  had  a  surplus  of  $1  billion  a  month  in  our  balance  of  trade  with  other 
countries,  and  that  is  progress,  too. 

Inflation  has  been  cut  almost  in  half  between  1974  and  1975 — down  from 
12-percent  range  to  6-percent  range.  That  is  not  good  enough.  We  are  not  satis- 
fied, but  it  is  progress. 

These  are  all  encouraging  signs  of  growing  economic  strength  and  stabiUty 
and  vitaUty  in  America.  Even  though  we  have  a  way  to  go,  we  should  be  darned 
proud  of  the  role  that  has  been  played  by  the  American  people  and  the  way 
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they  have  responded  to  adversity.  I  am  proud  of  them  and  you  should  be,  too. 

This  past  year  has  not  seen  the  dechne  of  America  predicted  by  so  many  of 
the  doomsayers  last  January.  It  has  w^itnessed  a  resurrection  of  the  traditional 
values  of  hard  w^ork  and  the  toughness  of  spirit  that  have  alv^ays  characterized 
the  American  people  in  times  of  adversity.  Believe  me,  no  one  on  Earth  v^ill 
bury  us  unless  w^e  bury  ourselves. 

The  economic  difficulties  of  1975,  contrary  to  the  forecasts  of  fear,  v^ere  a 
simple  and  straightforv^ard  challenge  to  achievement.  Tonight,  I  remind  you 
w^e  not  only  accepted  that  challenge  as  Americans  but,  more  importantly,  w^e 
did  something  about  it. 

But  I  must,  frankly,  admit  to  disappointment  in  getting  the  Congress  to  move 
on  the  principal  comments  I  w^ould  Hke  to  make  here  tonight — energy.  Last 
February,  the  leaders  of  the  Congress  met  w^ith  me — and  I  say  this  Wixh  sad- 
ness— at  the  White  House,  solemnly  assured  me  that  they  v^ould  have  an  energy 
program  on  my  desk  in  the  Oval  Office  by  April.  When  they  failed  to  meet 
that  deadline,  they  asked  me  for  more  time,  promising  again  to  have  an  energy 
program  on  my  desk  v^ithin  an  additional  45  days. 

Well,  as  w^e  meet  here  tonight,  the  v^ind  and  the  snow^  of  a  nev^  v^inter  are 
beginning  to  w^hip  across  the  Great  Plains  and  other  areas  of  our  country.  But 
like  the  flow^ers  of  the  spring,  the  energy  promises  of  the  Congress  are  faded 
and  gone. 

So  far  this  year,  proposed  energy  legislation  has  been  incorporated  in  nearly 
2,500  separate  legislative  proposals,  tied  up  in  29  different  committees.  Tonight 
I  call  on  the  Congress  once  again  to  act  responsibly,  to  provide  this  Nation  v^ith 
a  program  w^hich  w^ill  put  us  on  the  road  to  energy  independence.  We  must 
move  on  that  program  nov^ — not  after  next  year's  election  but  novj. 

The  American  people  must  have  a  responsible  and  reasonable  and  realistic 
legislation  that  w^ill  accomplish  our  national  needs  and  our  national  goals.  As 
part  of  this  program,  v^e  must  develop  our  most  abundant  and  most  know^n 
energy  sources  and,  as  all  of  you  here  in  West  Virginia  knov^ — w^hat  is  the 
word  ?  Coal. 

Coal.  Our  coal  resources  total  more  than  3  triUion  tons — a  supply  that  guar- 
antees the  United  States  literally  hundreds  of  years  of  energy.  The  fact  is,  ^t 
are  not  so  much  squandering  our  fuel  resources  as  we  are  ignoring  them.  We 
are  like  a  man  in  a  desert  who  is  dying  for  water  while  an  oasis  lies  just  beyond 
the  horizon.  Unless  we  in  this  land  of  ours  develop  the  energy  sources  that  sur- 
round us,  take  the  difficult  steps  required  to  make  them  usable,  our  thirst  for 
fuel  will  create  severe  hardships  for  ourselves  and  for  generations  to  come. 
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While  I  am  President,  the  fate  and  the  future  of  America  will  not  be  left  to 
undependable  foreign  sources  of  energy.  I  promise  you  that. 

In  the  next  25  to  50  years,  oil  and  gas — constituting  more  than  two-thirds 
of  the  fuel  we  now  use — may  be  far  too  costly  to  burn  at  any  price.  But  our 
national  coal  reserves  have  more  potential  and  are  more  precious  to  our  future 
and  your  children's  futures  than  all  the  Middle  East  reserves  of  fuel  and  all 
the  fuel  throughout  this  vast  globe. 

The  United  States  cannot  and  will  not  base  its  national  destiny  on  energy 
that  belongs  to  other  nations.  That  is  not  our  national  future.  To  do  so  would 
be  national  folly.  We  can  and  we  must  develop  our  own  national  energy 
resources,  without  despoiling  the  environment.  Improved  mining  technology 
can  ensure  safe  and  environmentally  sound  production  of  coal.  We  can  and  we 
must  technologically  learn  how  to  burn  coal  directly  without  producing  en- 
vironmental damage. 

We  do  not  have  a  shortage  of  resources.  We  do  have  a  shortage  of  usable 
energy  and  a  shortage  of  determination  in  the  Congress  to  act  because  the 
development  of  an  energy  program  involves  pohtically  difficult  decisions.  But 
the  Congress  must  carry  out  its  responsibiUties  in  this  vitally  important  area. 

I  like  to  put  it  this  way:  We  can  produce  American  energy  with  American 
money,  an  American  work  force,  and  an  American  technology  for  an  American 
future.  And  shouldn't  that  be  our  aim  and  objective  ?  That  is  what  we  want  and 
that  is  what  we  have  to  get. 

As  I  said  earlier,  the  world,  the  whole  world  is  watching  to  see  how  we 
respond.  Economically,  we  are  on  the  road  to  recovery.  In  energy,  we  are  still 
at  a  standstill.  The  choice  is  up  to  Congress — to  stand  still  in  energy,  to  retreat 
from  responsibility  and  reality,  to  threaten  our  economic  recovery,  or  to  move 
forward  with  legislation  that  will  produce  energy  and  economic  stability  for 
America. 

I  happen  to  believe  that  the  American  people  want,  as  they  always  have, 
responsiblity  and  reality.  We  in  the  Republican  Party  are  prepared  to  provide  it. 
And  we  welcome  all  comers  to  our  fold  who  believe,  as  we  do,  that  we  can  and 
will  provide  this  Nation  with  strength  at  home  and  abroad. 

From  my  travels  across  America— and  I  have  been  in  quite  a  few  States; 
Arch  knows  how  many  States  I  visited  for  10  years  when  I  was  the  minority 
leader,  and  have  done  a  little  in  the  interim— but  from  my  travels  across 
America,  I  am  convinced  of  this:  The  Republican  Party  is  in  tune  with  the 
hopes  and  the  aspirations  of  the  American  people,  with  their  desires,  with  their 
wants,  and  most  importantly,  their  hopes  for  themselves  and  their  children. 
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For  just  a  moment,  let's  be  specific.  I  have  found  the  American  people  want 
energy  independence— so  do  we,  the  Republican  Party.  The  American  people 
want  a  sound  economy — so  do  we.  They  want  good  housing,  good  food,  and 
a  good  future  for  their  families— and  so  do  we.  They  want  the  $28  billion  tax 
cut  I  proposed  to  the  Congress  so  they  can  spend  their  own  money  rather  than 
have  the  Federal  Government  spend  it  for  them— and  so  do  we.  At  the  same 
time,  they  want  a  $28  bilUon  reduction  in  the  growth  of  Federal  spending  as  a 
start  toward  a  balanced  budget— and  so  do  we.  The  American  people  want 
the  Government  to  help  them  meet  their  needs  without  ordering  and  dictating 
and  dominating  their  lives — and  so  do  we. 

As  I  travel,  I  find  this  sort  of  drive  that  is,  I  think,  coming  to  the  surface.  The 
people  of  America,  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  land,  are  learning  that  a 
government  big  enough  to  give  you  everything  you  want  is  a  government  big 
enough  to  take  from  you  everything  you  have. 

These  friends  of  ours— Democrats,  Independents,  and  our  Republican  asso- 
ciates— ^want  an  America  at  peace  and  actively  promoting  peace  with  a  strong 
intelligence  capability  to  ensure  our  protection — and  so  do  we.  The  American 
people  want  a  defense  second  to  none — so  do  we,  and  we  are  going  to  ensure 
that. 

If  we  successfully  carry  this  message  to  the  people  of  West  Virginia  and  the 
voters  across  America  for  the  next  12  months,  we  can  make  1976  a  great  year 
for  the  Republican  Party,  but  more  importantly,  for  this  wonderful  country 
that  we  all  love  so  much. 

We  need  the  kind  of  continuing  support  you  are  providing  by  your  presence 
here  tonight.  And  I  thank  you  for  it.  The  decisions  the  American  people  will 
make  less  than  1  year  from  now  will  shape  the  course  of  this  country  well  into 
our  third  century  of  independence. 

In  our  first  century  of  independence,  our  forefathers  put  together  the  greatest 
kind  of  government,  the  finest  structure  of  government  in  the  history  of  man- 
kind, protected  more  people,  gave  more  responsibihty  and  opportunity  to 
people — and  how  fortunate  we  were  those  men  had  the  vision  and  the  courage 
to  do  what  they  did  for  us. 

In  the  first  100  years  of  America,  this  kind  of  government  was  put  together 
firmly  and  soundly.  In  our  second  century  of  America,  we  moved  forward  into 
the  greatest  industrial  Nation  in  the  history  of  mankind.  Now,  in  the  third 
century,  we  are  moving  into  a  new  era  and  a  new  opportunity,  an  opportunity 
to  give  to  the  individual  the  kind  of  freedom  that  is  so  needed,  so  necessary. 
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so  vital,  that  so  many  want:  freedom  from  mass  government,  freedom  from 
mass  labor,  freedom  from  mass  industry,  freedom  from  mass  education. 

The  American  people  in  our  third  century  have  this  tremendous  opportunity, 
v^ith  the  kind  of  leadership  that  wc  can  give,  to  have  that  which  we  all  seek — 
our  individual  freedom. 

But  let's  make  sure  as  we  move  into  this  century  that  we  do  our  part  for  an 
America  at  peace,  for  a  Nation  renewed,  for  a  people  with  pride,  for  a  future 
that  summons  us  to  new  achievement  and  glory  and  greatness. 

With  your  help,  we  can  do  it. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:45  p.m.  at  the  to  State  Delegate  Thomas  E.  Potter,  West  Virginia 
Charleston  Civic  Center.  In  his  remarks,  he  referred       State  Republican  chairman. 
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Remarks  at  Cub  Scout  Induction  Ceremonies  in  Charleston. 
November  11,  1975 

Mr.  Wells,  Governor  Moore,  all  of  you  wonderful  Cub  Scouts,  Boy  Scouts, 
Scouters,  et  cetera: 

It  is  just  great  to  be  here.  This  is  the  kind  of  gathering  I  love  to  come  and 
say  just  a  word  or  two. 

For  a  good  share  of  my  Ufe,  beginning  a  good  many  years  ago,  I  spent  a 
tremendous  amount  of  time,  starting  as  a  Tenderfoot  and  going  on  through 
there,  on  through  to  a  troop  commissioner  and  a  counsel — whatever  they  call 
them — and  I  was  darned  proud  of  my  association  with  scouting  from  the  be- 
ginning to  the  end.  And  I  am  proud  of  all  scouting  today  and  you  should  be,  too. 

I  don't  think  there  was  a  prouder  moment  in  my  life  than  when  I  was  privi- 
leged to  become  an  Eagle  Scout.  And  I  still  have  the  merit  badge  sash,  and  I 
still  have  that  Eagle  badge.  It  means  a  great  deal  to  me  today,  as  it  did  then. 

There  is  something  about  scouting  that  leaves  an  impression  on  you,  an 
impression  that  is  wholesome  and  is  good,  and  it  is  a  stimulant  for  greater 
effort — all  the  scout  oaths  and  the  scout  laws — and  I  could  almost  repeat  them 
without  a  mistake. 

But  I  can  say  to  you,  you  will  enjoy  yourself,  you  will  do  better,  you  will  be 
happier,  you  will  just  make  a  greater  contribution  to  your  country,  to  your 
State,  to  your  city,  to  your  family,  to  yourself,  if  you  live  by  the  scout  oath  and 
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the  scout  laws.  They  are  good  for  you  today,  and  they  will  be  good  for  you 
tomorrow,  and  they  will  be  good  for  you  a  long  time  from  now. 

So,  enjoy  what  you  are  doing,  but  make  a  big  effort  to  do  the  best  today  as  a 
scout.  If  you  do,  you  will  do  a  better  job  for  your  country  in  the  years  ahead. 

Good  luck.  God  bless  you.  Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:18  p.m.  at  the  he  referred  to  Kenneth  D.  Wells,  president  emeritus, 
Charleston  Civic  Center.  In  his  opening  remarks,       Boy  Scouts  of  America. 
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Remarks  at  the  Swearing  In  of  Daniel  J.  Boorstin  as  Librarian 
of  Congress.     November  12,  1975 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Congressman  Nedzi.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Boorstin,  Mr. 
Vice  President,  Mr.  Spea\er,  distinguished  Members  of  the  House  and  Senate, 
members  of  the  Cabinet,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Some  years  ago,  a  little  Mom  and  Pop  bookstore  went  bankrupt  in  Washing- 
ton and  had  to  close  its  doors.  The  people  who  work  with  and  people  who  love 
books  always  seem  to  retain  their  humor  even  in  the  face  of  adversity.  I  remem- 
ber the  bookstore  as  being  padlocked,  emptied  of  its  treasures,  but  a  small  sign 
was  pasted  in  the  window.  It  said  "Words  failed  us."  [Laughter^ 

Today,  we  honor  a  man  as  well  as  an  institution  that  words  have  never 
failed.  It  is  particularly  appropriate  on  the  eve  of  the  Nation's  Bicentennial 
for  Dr.  Boorstin  to  become  the  Librarian  of  Congress. 

A  noted  American  historian,  educator,  and  author.  Dr.  Boorstin  won  a 
Pulitzer  Prize  in  1973  for  his  outstanding  book,  "The  Democratic  Experience" 
or,  as  it  is  known  at  the  White  House,  "The  Democratic  and  Republican 
Experience."  [Laughter^ 

It  is  evident  that  Dr.  Boorstin  will  bring  to  this  post  a  love  of  learning  and  a 
scholar's  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  libraries  and  of  the  unique  contri- 
bution of  the  Library  of  Congress  to  American  life. 

As  a  former  Member  of  the  Congress,  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  valuable  serv- 
ices that  this  facility  provides  to  Members  of  the  House  and  Senate  and  to  the 
committees  of  the  Congress.  May  I  express  my  appreciation  to  many  of  you 
who  have  responded  to  my  requests  for  help  and  assistance  over  the  25  years 
that  I  was  privileged  to  serve  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  And  we  who 
were  the  beneficiaries  of  that  help  and  assistance  can  never  repay  you  for  your 
contribution  to  our  efforts  in  the  Congress. 
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But  the  significance  of  the  Library  of  Congress  goes  far  beyond  its  assistance 
to  the  Congress  itself.  This  Library  is  a  leading  symbol  of  intellectual  life  in 
America.  Its  diversified  collections  provide  an  intellectual  reservoir  that  is  w^ith- 
out  equal. 

As  the  Librarian  of  Congress,  Dr.  Boorstin,  you  w^ill  extend  in  a  new^  direction 
your  lifelong  commitment  to  the  understanding  and  to  the  appreciation  of 
America's  past. 

Dr.  Boorstin  becomes  the  12th  person,  as  Congressman  Nedzi  said,  to  head 
this  great  institution  w^hose  175-year  history  actually  parallels  the  development 
of  this  Nation's  intellectual  tradition.  The  Library's  contributions  to  America 
have  been  invaluable.  The  Library's  contributions  v^ill  continue  to  play  a  vital 
role  in  American  life  in  future  years. 

I  came  here  today  because  of  my  personal  admiration  for  Dr.  Boorstin  and 
to  salute  his  predecessor,  Quincy  Mumford,  for  his  outstanding  service  over  a 
long  period  of  time.  But  I  also  came  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  this  Library 
as  a  basic  intellectual  resource  of  this  Nation. 

I  am  very,  very  pleased  that  my  old  friend,  my  very  close  friend,  the  Speaker 
of  the  House,  Carl  Albert,  v^ill  sv^ear  in  Dr.  Boorstin  as  Librarian  of  Congress. 
Mr.  Speaker. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:34  p.m.  in  the  Great       is  printed  in  the  Weekly  Compilation  of  Presidential 
Hall  at  the  Library  of  Congress.  Documents  (vol.  11,  p.  1273). 

Dr.  Boorstin's  response  to  the  President's  remarks 
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Letter  to  Associate  Justice  William  O.  Douglas  of  the  Supreme 
Court  on  His  Retirement.     November  12,  1975 

Dear  Mr.  Justice  Douglas, 

I  have  read  your  letter  of  this  date  with  profound  personal  sympathy  for  the 
sad  circumstances  under  which  you  deem  it  inadvisable  to  attempt  to  continue 
participating  in  the  work  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  I  want 
you  to  know  first  of  all  of  my  warm  admiration  for  your  valiant  effort  to  carry 
on  the  duties  of  your  high  office,  despite  your  recent  illness,  with  the  same 
courage  and  independent  will  that  have  characterized  your  long  service  to  your 
country. 

In  response  to  your  decision  to  retire  at  the  close  of  this  day  from  regular 
active  service  as  an  Associate  Justice,  may  I  express  on  behalf  of  all  our  country- 
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men  this  nation's  great  gratitude  for  your  more  than  36  years  as  a  Member  of 
the  Supreme  Court.  Your  distinguished  years  of  service  are  unequalled  in  all 
the  history  of  the  Court.  Your  contributions  to  the  law  both  as  scholar  and 
jurist  and  your  service  under  President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  as  member  and 
chairman  of  the  Securities  and  Exchange  Commission  constitute  a  lifetime  of 
dedicated  public  service  matched  by  few^  Americans. 

It  is  my  sincere  hope  that  your  health  v^ill  soon  be  restored  so  that  you  can 
enjoy  your  w^ell-deserved  retirement  and  relax  among  the  natural  beauties  you 
love  and  have  helped  to  preserve.  Future  generations  of  citizens  W\\\  continue 
to  benefit  from  your  firm  devotion  to  the  fundamental  rights  of  individual 
freedom  and  privacy  under  the  Constitution. 

Please  accept  my  respect  and  personal  good  Welshes. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

[The  Honorable  William  O.  Douglas,  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States] 

note:  Justice  Douglas'  letter,  dated  November  12,  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
1975,  read  as  follows:  States. 

T^       - .     _      . ,  During  the  hours  of  oral  argument  last  week  pain 

Dear  Mr.  President:  j-.                  r            .1          .i_t.i.i 

T                    -              ,        ,               1        ,,r    1  •  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  leave  the  Bench  several 

It  was  my  hope,  when  I  returned  to  Washmg-  -          j  u        u  j  *    1                    1  ..•         ^u-          1 

.     ^           ,1       T         111       11                •  times.  I  have  had  to  leave  several  times  this  week 

ton  in  September,  that  I  would  be  able  to  continue  ,        run         .-         *          t        r  r  r          ^u- 

....            ,      /■   1     r.               ^  also.  I  shall  continue  to  seek  relief  from  this  un- 
to participate  in  the  work  of  the  Supreme  Court.  u^j       ■     \,  ^  .x.       •         \^  •  ^^^ 

s^  ,          ,          ,     ,                   r         1         1  abated  pain  but  there  is  no  bright  prospect  in  view. 

I    have    learned,   however,    after   these   last   two  ^i_.  r  t     •      t>                1             1          n 

,       ,1    ^   -^          ij    L     •     J  •    ui     r              .  Chief  Justice  Burger  and  my  other  colleagues  on 

months,   that   it  would   be   inadvisable  for  me   to  ,     „      ,    ,                  ,    .          ^                      °           , 

,^        ^  ^                   .u    J  .•             •    J    £             i_  the  Bench  have  extended  to  me  every  courtesy  and 

attempt  to  carry  on  the  duties  required  of  a  member  . ,       .         _    ,               '     .       ,     ,    . 

£  ^L     i-.          T  1.        u        1-  ^u      J      -.i-  •             ^  generous    consideration.    I    have    appreciated    their 

of  the  Court.  I  have  been  bothered  with  incessant  ,        ,   -  ,              1  ,    1    n      •       1               11 

jj          J.           .        1-UJ1.                         ^  thoughtfulness  and  I  shall  miss  them  sorely,  but  I 

and  demanding  pain  which  depletes  my  energy  to  ,            i--i-ii-- 

.u        .    .  .u  J^T  1-        u              ui    .      u     ij  know  this  IS  the  right  decision, 

the  extent  that  I  have  been  unable  to  shoulder  my  „           -  ., 

full  share  of  the  burden.  Respectfully  yours, 

^t      c                    .  .    .u           •  •          £  'T-.i    00  William  O.  Douglas 
Therefore,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  Title  28, 

U.S.  Code,  Section  371(b),  I  hereby  retire  at  die  [The  Honorable  Gerald  R.  Ford,  President  of  the 
close  of  this  day  from  regular  active  service  as  an       United  States,  The  White  House,  Washington,  D.C.] 
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Toasts  of  the  President  and  Prime  Minister  Gaston  Thorn 
of  Luxembourg.     November  12,  1975 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  our  distinguished  guests: 

Let  me  say  to  you,  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  welcome  you 
to  our  country  and  to  Washington  and  to  this  evening  with  your  many  friends 
as  well  as  others.  And  this  is,  of  course,  a  continuation  of  the  first  meetings  we 
had  in  Brussels  last  spring. 

I  was  just  saying  that  I  had  the  impression  then,  and  I  am  even  more  im- 
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pressed  now,  of  your  able  spokesmanship  on  behalf  of  not  only  your  country 
but  the  views  that  we  share  and  the  feelings  that  we  have.  And  I  congratulate 
you  on  the  strong  positions  and  the  firm  views  that  you  have  taken  in  your 
new  role  at  the  United  Nations. 

I  spoke  to  you  this  morning,  and  I  wondered  how  even  a  young  person  like 
yourself  could  handle  all  of  your  responsibiHties — Prime  Minister,  Foreign  Min- 
ister, Minister  of  Commerce,  President  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly, 
upcoming  President,  as  of  January  of  1976,  of  the  Council  of  Ministers  of  the 
European  Community.  If  I  was  going  to  take  a  vacation,  Mr.  President,  I  am 
sure  I  would  not  volunteer  for  your  responsibilities.  [Laughter] 

I  also  understand  that  on  the  side  you  are  the  Minister  of  Physical  Education 
and  Sports  of  Luxembourg.  Can  I  volunteer  for  that  ?  [Laughter] 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  we  admire  your  talent  and  your  versatility,  your  energy, 
and  obviously,  your  accomplishments.  And  I  am  honored  to  consult  with  you 
on  the  issues  that  we  discussed  this  morning  of  such  great  importance  to  our 
countries  and  to  the  mutual  interests  of  our  nations. 

As  we  discussed  in  Brussels  and  as  we  discussed  subsequently,  the  ties  on  a 
bilateral  relationship  between  Luxembourg  and  the  United  States  are  very 
close.  And  as  far  as  I  know,  there  are  no  problems  whatsoever,  and  we  are  most 
grateful  for  this  close  and,  I  think,  successful  relationship  between  our  countries. 

The  meetings  we  had  this  spring  in  Brussels  of  the  NATO  nations  brought 
our  respective  allies  together  more  closely  than  we  had  seen  in  the  past,  and 
it  is,  I  hope,  only  a  building  stone  and  a  step  forward  to  greater  solidarity  in 
the  months  ahead. 

The  new  responsibilities,  of  course,  that  you  have  in  New  York  I  don't  envy. 
[Laughter]  We  strongly  support,  despite  some  of  the  recent  problems,  the 
United  Nations.  As  you  may  have  noticed,  I  said  the  United  States,  despite 
disappointments  and  losses,  ought  not  to,  under  any  circumstances,  leave  the 
United  Nations. 

We  believe  that  it  is  better  to  fight  within  than  to  stand  on  the  outside  without 
participating.  And  so,  our  good  Ambassador  is  going  to  fight  within,  with 
restraint  and  success.  But  we  support  what  you  represent,  Mr.  President  and 
Mr.  Prime  Minister. 

What  I  would  like  to  do  is  just  to  commend  you  for  your  great  leadership 
at  home,  your  great  leadership  in  the  Community,  your  fine  performance  as 
head  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  your  overall  rapport  that  our  countries  have. 
And  I  am  proud  and  privileged  to  have  you  as  our  guest  in  the  White  House 
on  this  occasion. 
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Let  me  assure  you  that  the  American  people  support  what  you  beUeve  in 
and  the  things  that  you  represent  and  those  that  your  country  represent. 

So,  may  I  offer  a  toast,  Mr.  President,  to  the  Prime  Minister,  to  our  continued 
close  ties,  and  to  His  Royal  Highness,  the  Grand  Duke  Jean. 


note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:03  p.m.  in  the  State 
Dining  Room  at  the  White  House.  Because  Prime 
Minister  Thorn  was  not  feeling  well,  Luxembourg 
Ambassador  Adrien  Meisch  was  requested  to  deliver 
the  major  portion  of  the  Prime  Minister's  remarks, 
as  follows: 

Ambassador  Meisch 

Mr.  President,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

"Let  me  thank  you,  first  of  all,  for  your  kind 
words  and  the  warm  reception  you  have  given  me  on 
my  first  visit  to  Washington  as  Prime  Minister  of 
Luxembourg. 

"Your  long  experience  in  politics,  as  well  as  your 
frank  and  sympathetic  approach,  greatly  facilitate 
a  common  understanding  and  create  a  rapport  which 
I  felt  was  most  helpful  in  our  discussions  this 
morning. 

"Since  then,  I  had  the  privilege  to  meet  with 
other  prominent  politicians,  and  I  was  pleased  to 
see  on  all  these  occasions  how  closely  our  two 
countries  are  linked  together.  Those  ties  are  not 
only  based  on  the  identity  of  our  political,  economic, 
and  security  interests  but  also  on  the  interplay  of 
cultural  and  historical  developments  that  have  been 
of  such  great  importance  to  us. 

"It  gives  me  particular  pleasure  to  be  in  the 
United  States  on  the  threshold  of  the  great  jubilee 
of  its  history,  the  Bicentennial. 

"You  are  the  only  country  in  the  world  with  200 
years  of  uninterrupted  republican,  democratic  tra- 
ditions, a  country  which  for  two  centuries  has  made 
liberty  and  equality  for  all  citizens  its  law  of  life. 
Those  ideals  remain  today  the  most  important,  the 
most  topical,  and  the  most  vital  for  all  of  us. 

"Over  the  last  centuries,  many  Luxembourg  emi- 
grants have  come  over  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  There 
are  now  almost  as  many  descendants  of  Luxem- 
bourgers  in  the  United  States  as  there  are  citizens  in 
the  Grand  Duchy,  a  unique  record  indeed. 

"My  country,  of  course,  owes  a  tremendous  debt 
to  the  United  States.  The  Luxembourg  people  will 
never  forget  that  it  was  the  American  Army  which 
liberated  them  during  the  last  World  War,  that  it 
was  the  Marshall  Plan  that  permitted  Europe  to  close 
its  terrible  wounds.  This  great  deed  of  peace  is 
unique  in  the  history  of  international  cooperation 
and  remains  forever  a  testimony  to  the  generosity 
of  the  American  people. 

"Democratic  freedoms  and  prosperity  can,  how- 
ever, only  be  preserved  if  they  are  linked  with  readi- 
ness to  defend  them  both  internally  and  externally. 
That  is  precisely  the  purpose  of  the  Atlantic  Alliance 


in  which  we  are  united,  the  purpose  of  the  Atlantic 
partnership  to  which  we  again  committed  ourselves 
at  the  NATO  Council  6  months  ago  in  Brussels. 

"The  Alliance  shields  us  not  only  against  aggres- 
sion. It  provides  us  also  with  a  framework  within 
which  our  countries  can  develop  their  cooperation 
among  themselves.  It  constitutes  the  indispensable 
basis  for  successful  detente. 

"We  all  know  that  a  nation's  external  strength 
is  only  as  great  as  its  internal  strength.  A  free 
society  cannot  pursue  a  positive  and  convincing  for- 
eign policy  if  its  internal  structure  is  not  sound  and 
well  organized.  That  is  why  it  is  absolutely  essential 
for  our  democracies  to  keep  their  own  house  in  order. 

"In  this  respect,  I  want  to  stress  the  outstanding 
role  of  the  economy.  Indeed,  I  do  think  that  we  can 
no  longer  isolate  the  political  and  security  questions 
from  the  economic  and  monetary  problems.  Within 
the  framework  of  the  Atlantic  Alliance,  we  must  be 
aware  that  the  economic  and  social  evolution  is  hav- 
ing a  direct  bearing  on  our  defense  efforts  and  our 
willingness  to  defend  our  democratic  ideals. 

"I  am  convinced  that  our  democracies  can  cope 
with  the  present  economic  and  social  crisis  if  they 
act  in  solidarity.  I  am  no  less  convinced  that  eco- 
nomic and  political  cooperation  of  the  nine  West- 
ern European  states  will  be  of  major  significance  in 
this  field,  as  in  others. 

"European  union,  to  which  we  have  committed 
ourselves,  has  not  yet  been  completed,  and  to  be 
frank,  in  this  respect  we  are  still  a  long  way  behind 
our  hopes  and  promises.  But  a  united  Europe  is 
essential,  and  we  shall  build  it. 

"In  doing  so,  we  need  the  understanding  of  the 
United  States.  One  thing  is  certain.  Only  through 
close  cooperation  between  North  America  and 
Europe  and  by  harmonizing  our  interests  have  we 
any  prospect  of  mastering  the  great  challenges  with 
which  the  world  confronts  us  today. 

"If  anything  can  fill  us  with  courage  to  face 
this  tremendous  task,  it  is  a  belief  in  the  inalienable 
dignity  and  freedom  of  man  which  inspired  the 
founders  of  your  mighty  country  200  years  ago." 

Mr.  President,  before  offering  a  toast  to  you,  I 
think  I  pass. 

Prime  Minister  Thorn 

Mr.  President,  Excellencies,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 
Mr.  President,  may  I  thank  you  for  your  hearty 
welcome  and  for  all  your  comprehension.  It  was 
your  doctor  who  2  hours  ago  didn't  allow  me  to 
deliver  myself  the  speech,  but  he  allowed  me  to 
make  a  toast. 
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May  I  propose  first  that  it  would  be  the  greatest  It  would  be  a  great  honor  for  my  country,  and, 

honor  for  my  country  if  the  President  of  the  great-  Mr.  President,  may  I  drink  the  toast  to  your  health, 

est  country  of  NATO  could  come  one  day,  one  hour,  to  the  prosperity  of  the  American  people,  and  to 

to  visit  the  tiny,  the  baby  partner  of  NATO.  our  good,  friendly,  and  everlasting  cooperation. 

675 

Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Proposing  Reform  of  Motor 
Carrier  Regulation.     November  13,  1975 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Throughout  our  history,  an  effective  transportation  system  has  played  a  vital 
role  in  promoting  the  economic  grov^th  and  development  of  this  Nation.  Yet, 
over  the  years  in  response  to  a  variety  of  economic  and  poHtical  pressures,  the 
Federal  Government  has  become  increasingly  involved  in  the  management  of 
our  transportation  industries.  We  have  built  up  a  patchv^ork  of  economic  reg- 
ulation w^hich  shapes  and  controls  competition  in  industries  v^hich  are  naturally 
competitive.  As  a  consequence,  these  industries  have  come  to  rely  on  regulation 
to  protect  them  from  meaningful  competition.  It  is  now  clear  that  this  patch- 
v^ork  regulatory  structure  has  not  kept  pace  v^ith  changes  in  the  industry  and 
the  economy.  We  have  permitted  regulation  designed  in  theory  to  protect  the 
public  interest  to  become  in  practice  the  protector  of  special  industry  interests. 

I  have  observed  a  growling  pubHc  and  congressional  concern  over  the  need 
to  eliminate  outdated  regulation  and  to  restore  our  regulatory  system  to  its 
original  purpose  of  serving  consumers.  In  response  to  this  concern,  I  have  sent 
tv^o  previous  transportation  proposals  to  the  Congress.  Today  I  am  sending  to 
the  Congress  the  Motor  Carrier  Reform  Act  w^hich  WiW  modernize  the  regula- 
tion of  another  major  transportation  industry. 

Like  the  Railroad  Revitalization  Act  and  the  Aviation  Act  of  1975  v^hich  are 
already  before  the  Congress,  the  basic  thrust  of  this  proposed  motor  carrier 
legislation  is  to  improve  performance  of  our  transportation  industry  by  replac- 
ing Government  regulation  w^ith  competition.  Together,  these  three  bills  will 
produce  a  regulatory  system  that  responds  to  the  needs  of  the  consuming  public 
instead  of  to  the  interests  of  the  regulated  industries. 

Under  the  current  regulatory  system,  carriers,  shippers  and  passengers  alike 
are  confronted  w^ith  a  w^eb  of  Government  restrictions  and  regulations  which 
discourage  innovation,  promote  inefficient  transportation  service  and  artifically 
distort  rates  and  fares.  The  prices  of  many  consumer  products  are  higher  than 
necessary  because  Government  regulations  and  restrictions  permit  price  fixing 
and  produce  inefficiencies  such  as  empty  backhauls  and  circuitous  routing.  Too 
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often  bus  passengers  pay  higher  fares  because  the  Federal  Government  sanctions 
efforts  by  a  few  firms  to  block  the  entry  of  new  companies  into  the  market. 
Archaic  and  artificial  regulatory  constraints  also  force  unnecessary  usage  of 
significant  quantities  of  energy  and  other  valuable  resources. 

This  legislation  will  benefit  American  consumers  in  several  ways.  For  ex- 
ample, it  will  have  a  direct  effect  on  the  traveling  public  by  encouraging  a 
greater  variety  of  bus  transportation  services  at  a  wider  range  of  prices.  Also, 
it  will  enable  interstate  household  moving  companies  to  be  more  responsive  to 
customer  needs  and  give  the  public  a  choice  of  services.  Individuals  who  want 
quick  moving  service  and  are  willing  to  pay  a  premium  will  be  able  to  do  so. 
Others  who  prefer  to  pay  less  for  moving  services  that  are  not  so  immediate 
will  find  such  alternatives  available. 

These  are  two  examples  of  how  the  bill  will  benefit  consumers  directly.  Other 
less  visible  results  will  have  an  even  greater  impact.  For  example,  the  bill  will 
provide  trucking  firms  with  more  freedom  to  adjust  prices  to  meet  market 
conditions.  It  will  remove  artificial  entry  barriers  and  encourage  new  companies 
to  enter  markets  and  to  compete  on  the  basis  of  innovative  services  and  lower 
prices.  It  will  allow  smaller  trucking  firms — owner  operations  and  contract 
carriers — to  compete  more  effectively  and  to  grow  in  response  to  normal  market 
demand.  It  will  strengthen  the  common  carrier  system  and  enable  small  busi- 
nesses to  better  meet  their  transportation  needs.  Such  actions  will  enable  some 
manufacturers  to  lower  the  costs  of  distributing  goods  and  thereby  help  reduce 
consumer  prices.  The  removal  of  uneconomic  restrictions  on  the  goods  and  com- 
modities a  truck  is  permitted  to  carry  and  the  specific  routes  it  must  travel  also 
will  help  eliminate  wasteful  energy  consumption  and  avoid  empty  backhauls 
which  raise  prices  unnecessarily. 

In  summary,  the  bill  will  reduce  or  eliminate  many  of  the  inefficiencies  which 
have  crept  into  the  motor  carrier  industry  during  40  years  of  regulatory  control. 
Where  regulation  is  acknowledged  as  necessary  to  protect  the  public  interest, 
the  bill  will  streamHne  and  improve  such  regulation.  For  instance,  the  bill 
eliminates  gaps  in  present  safety  enforcement  statutes  to  improve  the  already 
high  overall  safety  record  of  the  motor  carrier  industry. 

The  importance  of  regulatory  reform  to  improve  olir  transportation  system 
cannot  be  overemphasized.  I  urge  the  Congress  to  give  this  measure  serious 
consideration  at  the  earUest  possible  date. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

November  13, 1975. 


1858 


November  14  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1975  [676] 

676 

Remarks  at  North  Carolina  Central  University. 
November  14,  1973 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  my  old  and  very  dear  friend.  Governor  Jim 
Holshouser.  Dr.  Whiting,  Dr.  Friday,  Dr.  Cousin,  students,  faculty,  and  guests: 

I  am  most  appreciative  and  deeply  touched  with  the  honor  that  you  have 
granted  me  today.  And  let  me  thank  all  of  you  most  sincerely  for  making  me  a 
part  of  the  distinguished  family  of  North  Carolina  Central  University.  I  am 
most  appreciative,  deeply  indebted,  and  very  grateful.  I  thank  you  for  your 
w^armth,  your  spirit,  and  your  enthusiasm.  This  is  one  Eagle  v^ho  is  really  flying 
high  today.  [Laughter] 

May  I  congratulate  the  touring  and  concert  choirs^  Mr.  Gilchrist,  the  narrator, 
Mr.  Simmons.  The  rendition  of  that  piece  dedicated  to  Martin  Luther  King — 
"Precious  Lord  Take  My  Hand" — v^as  beautifully  done.  And  I  thank  you  very, 
very  much. 

But  I  just  w^onder  if  w^ith  your  generosity  you  realize  w^hat  a  busy,  busy  day 
you  have  made  for  me  on  Saturday,  November  22.  Normally,  I  w^ould  spend 
that  v^hole  afternoon  rooting  for  the  Michigan  Wolverines  to  try  and  beat 
Ohio  State.  But  this  year,  as  an  NCCU  alumnus,  you  can  bet  I  v^ill  also  be 
rooting  for  the  Eagles  to  beat  A&T  [North  Carolina  A&T  State  University]. 
[Laughter] 

It  is  a  great  pleasure  and  a  distinct  honor  for  me  to  be  w^ith  you  as  you  observe 
the  50th  anniversary  year  of  the  founding  of  North  Carolina  Central  University 
as  a  State-supported  liberal  arts  institution.  Your  university  became  the  first 
State-supported  liberal  arts  school  for  blacks  in  the  Nation. 

Since  then,  graduates  of  North  Carolina  Central  have  made  a  mark  in  almost 
every  v^alk  of  American  life.  I  am  sure  that  those  of  you  who  nov^  are  students 
w^ill  ultimately  do  the  same.  The  pursuit  of  excellence,  whether  in  a  classroom 
or  on  the  football  field  or  in  politics,  is  no  stranger  to  your  alumni  and  to  your 
students — names  like  Maynard  Jackson,  mayor  of  Atlanta;  Ronald  Barbee, 
first  black  Republican  Superior  Circuit  Court  Judge  in  the  State;  Aaron  Spauld- 
ing,  a  member  of  my  staff  at  the  White  House;  high  hurdler  Lee  Calhoun,  the 
two-time  Olympic  medal  winner,  who  is  presently  head  track  coach  at  Yale 
University;  Charles  Foster,  world  premier  hurdler;  Ronnie  Ray,  who  won  two 
gold  medals  at  the  1975  American  games  in  Mexico  City  and  who  currently 
holds  the  400-meter  world  record;  and  certainly  not  last  in  any  competition,  your 
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very  popular  track  coach,  Dr.  Leroy  T.  Walker,  who  will  coach  our  1976 
Olympic  track  and  field  team.  Congratulations,  Dr.  Walker. 

At  this  time,  our  Nation  is  also  celebrating  an  anniversary — the  American 
Bicentennial.  As  we  reflect  over  these  200  years  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  almost 
any  American  endeavor  without  acknowledging  the  great  contributions  of 
blacks  to  our  society — music,  art,  culture,  science,  medicine,  sports — NCCU 
alumni  are  all  there.  And  I  congratulate  you. 

Despite  these  burdens,  despite  the  added  difficulties,  blacks  have  entered  all 
types  of  American  competition  and  have  come  out  national  champions,  indeed 
national  heroes. 

There  is  a  lesson  for  all  of  us  in  the  history  of  American  blacks,  and  that 
lesson  is  precisely  this:  to  develop  our  maximum  will,  the  desire  to  compete,  to 
excel.  That  is  what  life  is  all  about — to  achieve,  to  reach  a  worthy  goal.  And 
blacks  in  increasing  numbers  have  attained  many,  many,  many  worthy  goals 
in  our  American  society. 

The  whole  thrust  of  humanity  is  one  of  progress.  It  has  taken  thousands  of 
years,  but  today  we  have  gained  unparalleled  mastery  over  the  material  world. 
At  the  same  time,  the  nations  and  the  societies  of  the  world  are  becoming  more 
and  more  interdependent.  Let  me  add  another  word  for  interdependence — 
neighborliness. 

We  are  living  in  a  time  when  many  of  the  currents  of  history  are  coming 
together.  The  world  is  recognizing  slowly  but  surely  the  necessity  to  harmonize 
our  civilization.  I  am  an  optimist.  I  believe  we  may  yet  attain  man's  greatest 
goals  and  noblest  aspirations.  You  may  live  to  see  the  day  when  we  are  not 
merely  masters  of  the  material  world,  but  all  living  together  in  what  we  all 
want — harmony  with  it. 

We  know  that  competition  is  the  energy  of  progress.  It  is  a  force  which 
propels  the  human  machine  to  new  heights  and  to  greater  distances.  And  it 
brings  us  together  in  the  same  field,  whether  it  is  in  the  stadium  or  the  class- 
room of  NCCU  or  in  business  or  in  our  daily  lives. 

I  believe  that  competition  breeds  harmony,  not  division.  It  is  the  lack  of 
competition  which  breeds  division,  because  people  then  feel  they  do  not  have 
a  chance,  that  society  or  the  world  is  denying  them  an  opportunity. 

Inequality,  injustice,  lack  of  competition  are  gradually  being  removed  from 
the  American  scene.  I  support  the  equal  rights  amendment,  just  as  I  supported 
a  new  and  broader  extension  of  the  Voting  Rights  Act.  But  I  say  emphatically, 
much  more  needs  to  be  done. 

I  hope  and  work  for  the  day  when  competition,  opportunity  for  all  Ameri- 
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cans,  will  be  equal  and  totally  fair  without  race  or  religion  or  sex  ever  being  a 
factor.  I  hope  and  work  for  the  day  when  the  human  mind  and  the  human 
spirit  are  no  longer  shackled  by  ignorance  and  prejudice,  when  all  the  children 
of  God  are  brothers  and  sisters. 

You  have  the  opportunity  here  at  NCCU  to  break  more  shackles  and  join  in 
America's  competitive  life  through  a  good  education.  Seize  the  opportunity  and 
use  that  wonderful  opportunity  and  the  experiences  here.  It  may  never  pass 
your  way  again. 

I  know  that  your  own  Dr.  Helen  Edmonds,  whom  I  was  delighted  to  see  a 
few  minutes  before  the  ceremony  began,  distinguished  professor  of  history  and 
former  alternate  delegate  to  the  United  Nations,  and  other  faculty  members  are 
helping  to  prepare  you  for  life's  competition. 

Dr.  Edmonds  met  with  me  shortly  after  I  assumed  the  Presidency  and  elo- 
quently told  me  some  of  the  concerns  and  aspirations  of  blacks  and  of  women. 
As  President  of  all  the  people,  these  concerns  are  my  concerns.  These  aspirations 
are  my  aspirations.  I  will  do  all  that  I  possibly  can  to  help  you  and  milHons  like 
you  achieve  them. 

But  my  real  message  today  aims  at  an  even  greater  and  nobler  goal  for  which 
we  strive — the  communion  of  Americans,  our  coming  together  to  face  a 
common  destiny  as  one  people  and  one  nation.  This  goal  is  truly  worthy  of  all 
Americans. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10;44  a.m.  in  Mc-  In  his  opening  remarks,   the  President  referred 

Dougald  Gymnasium.  Prior  to  speaking,  he  received  to  Albert  N.  Whiting,  chancellor.  North  Carolina 

an  honorary  doctor  of  laws  degree  from  William  Central    University,    and   Rev.    Phillip    R.    Cousin, 

C.  Friday,  president,  University  of  North  Carolina  pastor,    St.    Joseph's    African    Methodist    Episcopal 

at  Chapel  Hill.  .  Church  of  Durham. 
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Remarks  at  a  Republican  Party  Fundraising  Reception  in 

Raleigh,  North  Carolina.     November  14,  1975 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Jim.  My  good  friend  Governor  Holshouser,  Jesse 
Helms,  your  fine  Senator,  Congressman  Martin,  Tom  Bennett,  Bob  Shaw,  dis- 
tinguished guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  have  one  thing  to  add  to  the  story  that  Jim  Broyhill  tells.  I  did  spend  almost 
a  year  down  at  Chapel  Hill  Pre-Flight  School.  So,  that  is  another  10  months 
to  my  service  in  the  great  State  of  North  Carolina.  [Laughter] 
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Obviously,  I  am  terribly  delighted  to  look  out  and  see  so  many  great,  dedicated, 
and  enthusiastic  Republicans  standing  here  today.  Yes,  today  we  are  standing, 
but  I  can  assure  you  that  after  next  year's  election  a  lot  more  Republicans  are 
going  to  be  sitting  in  Raleigh  and  in  Washington — \laughter'\ — let  me  finish — 
in  seats  that  are  now  held  by  Democrats.  [Laughter] 

You  know,  it  is  long  overdue,  particularly  here  in  the  great  State  of  North 
Carolina.  Frankly,  I  don't  understand  it.  I  don't  understand  how  North  CaroHna 
can  have  three  of  the  greatest  basketball  teams  in  the  country — UNC,  State,  and 
Duke — teams  that  move  like  greased  lightning,  and  also  have  a  Democratic- 
controlled  legislature  that  can't  even  get  out  of  its  own  way.  [Laughter]  And 
if  any  of  the  Democrats  in  the  Congress  are  listening,  that  problem  isn't  limited 
to  Raleigh.  [Laughter] 

Quite  frankly,  I  am  here  to  say  that  our  Republican  Party  has  a  philosophy  and 
a  force  whose  time  has  come.  We  are  reasonable,  reliable,  and  a  ready  home  for 
all  concerned  Americans,  a  home  for  responsible  Republicans,  the  home  of 
involved  Independents,  and  yes,  even  the  home  of  just  plain  disgusted  Demo- 
crats. We  welcome  them  all. 

I  am  extremely  happy  to  be  here  as  you  prepare  for  your  State  Republican 
convention.  I  know  from  firsthand  experience  the  Republican  Party  of  North 
Carolina  helped  lead  the  way  toward  a  two-party  political  setup  in  the  South. 
And  the  people  of  this  great  State  have  seen  at  first  hand  that  Republican  govern- 
ment is  good  government.  I  can  say  that  with  tremendous  enthusiasm  and  strong 
feeling  because  you  have  such  an  opportunity  of  great  pride  in  your  Republican 
officeholders,  your  outstanding  Governor,  Jim  Holshouser. 

You  know  he  has  done  a  tremendous  job  in  being  your  Governor.  But  I  have 
traveled  all  over  this  State  with  Jim  at  various  political  gatherings  for  the  benefit 
of  the  party  in  your  State  and  our  country,  and  I  am  just  darned  glad  to  have  him 
as  a  very,  very  good  friend. 

But  I  am  equally  proud  of  my  friendship  with  and  the  record  of  your  hard- 
working Members  of  the  Congress,  your  fine  Senator,  Jesse  Helms,  and  of  course, 
my  good  friends  and  former  colleagues  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  Jim 
Broyhill  and  Jim  Martin. 

May  I  express  my  strong  support  for  your  State  legislators  and  other  public 
officials,  who  I  think  contribute  significantly  to  the  building  of  a  party  and  the 
record  of  a  party.  I  think  all  of  these  people  deserve  one  more  great  big  hand,  and 
I  will  join  them. 

I  would  be  very  negHgent  if  I  didn't  express  my  appreciation  for  the  contribu- 
tions that  two  dear,  old  friends  of  mine,  Earl  Ruth  and  Vinegar  Bend  Mizell — 
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the  contributions  that  they  made  when  they  were  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  the  fine  job  they  are  doing  in  our  Administration  at  the  present  time/ 

One  of  my  dearest  friends  in  the  Congress  for  20  years  was  Charlie  Jonas.  He 
and  I  served  on  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  together.  We  Hterally  voted 
day  after  day  after  day  the  same  way.  And  I  haven't  had  a  chance  to  see  CharUe 
here  today,  but  if  any  of  you  do,  give  him  my  best.  He  is  a  great,  great  American. 

Now,  the  RepubHcan  Party  in  North  CaroHna  has  grown;  it  has  prospered  in 
a  very  dynamic  and  dramatic  way.  Although  you  are  still  a  minority  in  voter 
registration,  as  we  are  as  a  party  nationally,  you  have  won  victory  after  victory 
with  good  candidates,  good  issues,  and  good,  strong,  active,  party  organization. 
And  these  are  the  keys  to  success  in  North  Carolina  as  they  are  everywhere.  I 
think  with  your  record,  we  are  going  to  send  some  folks  in  to  learn  how  you  do  it. 
I  congratulate  you. 

Because  we  are  a  minority  in  this  State,  in  registration  at  the  national  level,  I 
don't  think  we  can  afford  dissension  within  our  own  party.  When  we  sacrifice 
party  unity,  we  all  too  often  sacrifice  victory  as  well.  From  now  on,  let's  con- 
centrate on  winning  elections  instead  of  arguments. 

In  1976, 1  am  absolutely  convinced  that  a  strong,  united  Republican  Party  will 
win  more  than  its  share  of  victories  in  North  Carolina  and  throughout  America. 
And  what  you  do  here  in  North  Carolina  can  be  tremendously  significant.  We 
will  go,  in  trying  to  achieve  these  successes,  to  the  American  people  with  a  record 
of  strength  at  home  and  strength  abroad. 

Our  national  defense  has  never  been  stronger.  The  American  dollar  is  once 
again  one  of  the  strongest  currencies  on  the  international  money  market.  Our 
trade  surplus  is  once  more  the  envy  of  the  world.  Let  me  thank  with  emphasis 
the  farmers  of  North  Carolina,  the  working  people  of  North  Carolina,  and  the 
businessmen  of  North  Carolina  for  helping  to  make  this  significant  progress  a 
reality. 

Over  the  past  few  months  our  economic  progress  at  home  has  been  very 
encouraging.  From  time  to  time  I  concede  there  have  been  some  temporary 
interruptions,  but  on  balance,  we  are  moving  toward  a  strong  economic  recovery 
and  long-lasting  economic  stability. 

The  signs  of  this  progress  are  clear  for  all  to  see.  Our  gross  national  product 
for  the  third  quarter  of  1975  increased  by  more  than  11  percent — the  biggest 
quarterly  increase  in  20  years.  That  is  progress,  by  any  standards. 


^Governor  of  American   Samoa   and   Assistant   Secretary   of   Commerce   for  Economic   Development, 
respectively. 
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Our  industrial  production,  which  is  a  fundamental  in  our  society,  rose  at  an 
annual  rate  of  20  percent  nationally,  between  June  and  September.  And  just  as 
importantly,  productivity  of  our  people  that  work  in  the  factories  and  on  the 
field,  the  productivity  of  American  workers  has  been  steadily  improving  for 
months.  And  that  is  progress,  and  that  is  probably  the  best  way  to  beat  inflation 
in  this  country. 

The  number  of  Americans  with  jobs  went  up  by  nearly  1,600,000  between 
March  and  October  alone,  and  that  is  progress.  For  the  last  8  months,  we  have 
averaged  a  billion-a-month  balance-of-trade  surplus  in  the  United  States,  and 
boy,  that  is  really  progress. 

Inflation  has  been  cut  by  more  than  half  between  1974  and  1975,  down  from 
12-percent  double-digit  inflation  to  the  range  of  6  percent.  Obviously,  that  is  not 
good  enough,  but  it  is  still  progress.  And  we  are  going  to  make  more  and  more, 
particularly  if  we  can  get  this  spendthrift  Congress  to  hold  the  line. 

These  are  all  signs  of  progress,  of  growing  economic  strength,  stability,  and 
vitality.  Now,  to  maintain  this  momentum,  the  American  people  must  demand 
that  their  elected  officials  hold  the  Une  on  government  spending  and  look  past 
the  next  election  to  the  next  generation  and  to  long-time  economic  growth  and 
strength. 

This  is  the  responsibility  of  people  in  pubUc  office  today.  The  painful  lessons 
of  the  past  prove  beyond  any  doubt  that  we  cannot  spend  our  way  into  prosperity, 
but  we  can  certainly  spend  our  way  into  the  poorhouse.  And  we  don't  want  that. 

Any  family  in  North  Carolina  knows  it,  I  know  it,  and  I  hope  we  can  convince 
the  Congress  of  it  before  they  bring  the  whole  country  to  the  brink  of  economic 
default.  We  simply  cannot  go  on  spending  money  like  we  have  been  spending  in 
recent  years.  We  couldn't  afford  it  then,  and  we  can't  afford  it  now. 

I  have  sent  to  the  Congress  a  very  simple  plan  to  slow  down  the  alarming  rate 
of  growth  in  the  Federal  budget  and  to  give  the  American  people  a  much 
deserved  tax  cut  at  the  same  time.  I  proposed  a  tax  cut  of  $28  billion  to  be 
matched  by  a  $28  billion  reduction  in  the  growth  of  Federal  spending— very 
simple,  but  very  sound. 

As  you  might  have  expected,  the  Democrats  in  the  Congress  like  the  idea  of 
the  tax  cut,  but  they  are  singing  that  old  "can't  do"  chorus  on  the  spending  cut. 
They  have  decided  that  with  an  election  year  coming  up,  it  wouldn't  be  wise  to 
upset  the  various  special  interest  groups  which  have  lobbied  so  hard  to  keep  on 
spending  Federal  money  like  there  was  no  tomorrow. 
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You  know,  tJiey  never  think  about  tomorrow.  They  are  always  thinking 
about  today.  And  I  think  the  day  of  concentration  on  short-term  benefits  and 
long-range  disaster  has  ended. 

Let  me  remind  my  friends  in  the  Congress  that  there  is  a  tomorrow,  a  day  of 
reckoning  when  the  bill  or  bills  will  come  due.  We  can't  afford  a  tax  cut  without 
a  spending  cut.  It  is  just  as  simple  as  that.  If  we  do,  you  can  look  forward  to  more 
double-digit  inflation  eating  away  at  your  paycheck,  your  grocery  bill,  your 
savings,  your  pension,  and  everything  else  that  involves  your  money. 

As  they  spend  and  spend  and  spend,  they  don't  seem  to  realize  that  a  govern- 
ment big  enough  to  give  you  everything  you  want  is  a  government  big  enough  to 
take  from  you  everything  you  have. 

Quite  honestly,  I  think  the  Democrats  in  the  Congress  are  misjudging  and 
underestimating  the  American  people.  If  they  won't  do  anything  responsible 
about  your  taxation,  maybe  it  is  time  you  did  something  about  your  representa- 
tion. [Laughi^er] 

The  "can't  do"  Congressional  chorus  has  called  that  tune  long  enough.  If  we 
had  a  Republican  Congress  again  to  work  with  a  Republican  President  in  main- 
taining that  momentum  and  preserving  the  progress  we  have  already  made — 
yes,  I  know  the  Republican  Party  of  North  Carolina  is  ready  to  help  in  this 
tremendous  effort,  and  I  thank  you  for  your  help. 

But  now,  as  I  close,  since  the  pollsters  are  climbing  all  over  the  country, 
combing  America  from  one  end  to  the  other  for  validation  of  various  judgments 
and  opinions,  I  would  like  to  conduct  my  own  poll  right  here  this  afternoon. 
I  would  like  your  views  on  what  you  think  your  President  should  be  doing. 

As  a  starter,  do  you  want  your  President  to  accept  budget-busting  appropria- 
tion bills  without  a  fight  ?  Do  you  ?^ 

Do  you  want  your  President  to  roll  over  and  play  dead  while  the  Congress 
passes  more  and  more  legislation  to  strangle  the  free  enterprise  of  this  great 
country  ? 

Do  you  want  your  President  to  go  along  with  those  who  would  sacrifice  local 
control  over  local  affairs  on  that  altar  of  big  brother  Federal  Government? 

Do  you  want  your  President  to  let  a  foreign  oil  cartel  to  keep  a  hammerlock 
on  America's  energy  future  ? 

Do  you  want  your  President  to  let  the  Congress  cut— and  I  mean  really  cut 
and  slash — the  muscle  from  America's  defense  budget  ? 


'  The  audience  responded  "No"  to  this  and  each  of  the  subsequent  questions  asked  by  the  President. 
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Do  you  want  your  President  to  let  some  publicity-seeking  individuals  under- 
cut, undermine,  destroy  the  effectiveness  of  our  intelligence-gathering  com- 
munity that  is  so  important  to  the  future  and  the  care  and  security  of  the  United 
States? 

If  your  answer  is  no — and  I  think  I  have  heard  it  right — [laughter^ — then 
you  want  a  Republican  President  and  you  need  a  Republican  Congress  to  work 
with  him. 

So,  it  comes  right  down  to  this:  Strength  at  home,  strength  abroad,  a  record 
of  progress  and  peace — these  are  what  the  people  want  and  what  we  Repub- 
licans are  prepared  to  offer.  We  want  an  America  that  is  strong  and  just  and  free, 
an  America  that  stands  for  hope  and  promise  and  peace  throughout  the  world. 

Next  year  is  one  of  major  decision.  The  people  of  North  Carolina  and  your 
neighbors  throughout  America  must  decide  what  direction  this  country  will 
take  as  we  enter  our  third  century. 

Let's  make  sure  that  the  decision  is  for  an  America  at  peace,  for  a  nation 
renewed,  for  a  people  with  pride,  for  a  future  that  summons  us  to  new  chal- 
lenges and  new  glory.  Let's  make  1976  a  great,  great  year  for  America  by  making 
it  a  great  year  for  the  Republican  Party.  And  let  us  celebrate  that  great  victory 
together  next  November. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:22  p.m.  in  the  Royal       Republican  Chairman  Thomas  S.  Bennett,  and  Rob- 
King's  Hall  at  the  Royal  Villa  Hotel.  In  his  opening        ert  G.  Shaw,  incoming  chairman, 
remarks,  he  referred  to  former  North  Carolina  State 

678 

The  President's  News  Conference  of 

November  14  ^  1975 

The  President.  Good  afternoon.  This  is  a  nev^  format,  the  first  press  conference 
just  for  the  local  press,  and  I  am  looking  forward  to  it. 
Mr.  Merriner,  will  you  ask  the  first  question  ? 

1976  PRESIDENTIAL  CAMPAIGN 

[1.]  Q.  Jim  Merriner,  Atlanta  Constitution.  Will  Rogers  Morton  take  an 
active  role  in  your  campaign,  and  will  Bo  Callaway's  role  be  downgraded  in  sub- 
stance, if  not  in  his  actual  title  ? 

The  President.  First,  Bo  Callaway  is  doing  a  fine  job.  He  will  continue 
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as  he  has  been.  Rogers  Morton  is  Secretary  of  Commerce.  As  long  as  he  holds 
that  post,  he  will  have  no  official  responsibilities  with  the  President  Ford  Com- 
mittee. 

When  he  leaves  the  post  on  or  about  February  1,  he  has  said  he  would  like 
to  help  in  any  capacity  where  he  can  be  helpful,  but  under  no  circumstances 
that  I  foresee  would  he  do  anything  more  than  a  part-time  aide  in  that  area. 

SECRETARY  OF  STATE  KISSINGER 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  Secretary  of  State,  saying  he  was  acting  on  your 
orders  today,  was  cited  by  the  House  intelligence  committee  for  refusing  to 
divulge  certain  documents.  What  is  your  reaction  ? 

The  President.  The  Pike  committee  in  the  House  of  Representatives  several 
days  ago  made  a  demand' for  a  very  substantial  number  of  documents.  They 
wanted,  for  example,  in  this  area  documents  from  1962  to  1972,  documents 
which  included  recommendations  from  previous  Secretaries  of  State  to  then 
Presidents. 

It  requested,  for  example,  recommendations  from  a  number  of  departments 
through  the  40  Committee,  which  is  our  intelligence  covert  activity  group  that 
recommends  to  Presidents  action  that  a  President  would  approve  or  disapprove. 

On  the  advice  of  the  Attorney  General,  after  thoroughly  analyzing  the  docu- 
ments requested,  the  Attorney  General  has  advised  me  to  exercise  Executive 
privilege,  which  I  have. 

Q.  Do  you  expect  him  to  be  cited  by  the  full  Congress  and  be  indeed  fined 
or  sent  to  prison  ? 

The  President.  I  wouldn't  speculate  on  what  the  House  of  Representatives 
might  do,  but  we  have  taken  this  action  with  reluctance.  But  it  is  important  to 
preserve  Executive  privilege  where  recommendations  are  made  by  top  officials 
to  a  President,  and  I  regret  very,  very  much  that  the  committee  has  taken  this 
action. 

I  think  it  is  shocking.  I  think  it  has  very  broad  and  serious  ramifications.  Over 
a  period  of  5  months,  I  have  tried  to  cooperate  with  that  committee,  giving  them 
tremendous  amounts  of  material,  a  very  substantial  number  of  documents  in 
order  to  cooperate.  But  in  this  case  it  doesn't  involve  my  Administration.  It 
involves  the  period  from  1962  to  1972. 

I  think  it  is  wrong,  and  therefore,  to  protect  the  confidentiality  of  recom- 
mendations from  previous  Secretaries  of  State  to  previous  Presidents,  I  have 
exercised  Executive  privilege. 
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Q.  Thank  you,  and  to  identify  myself,  I  am  Gloria  Lane  with  WSB 
Television. 
The  President.  Nice  to  see  you. 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

[3.]  Q.  Craig  Lesser,  WBHF,  Cartersville.  Sir,  considering  Governor 
Carey's  latest  proposals  as  well  as  the  serious  possibility  of  a  defeat  in  the  New 
York  primary,  to  what  extent  do  you  support  Secretary  Simon's  latest  proposal 
of  aid  to  New  York  ? 

The  President.  Let  me  clear  up  one  thing.  I  don't  believe  there  is  a  primary 
as  such  in  New  York  City.  I  expect  to  get  very  substantial  support  in  New  York 
State  when  they  make  the  decision  at  the  convention. 

The  situation  in  reference  to  New  York  is  precisely  this:  Based  on  the  factual 
situation,  I  have  not  changed  my  decision  and  have  not  agreed  for  any  bailout 
of  New  York  City.  For  the  first  time  we  have  in  writing  things  that  the  State  of 
New  York,  the  City  of  New  York,  the  investors,  and  labor  organizations  have 
agreed  to  do.  But  as  of  this  moment,  nothing  factually  has  been  done. 

One  of  the  matters  that  they  must  do,  of  course,  is  to  reenact  a  piece  of  legisla- 
tion that  permits  cities  and  municipalities  to  extend  maturity  dates  and  to  reduce 
interest  rates  on  certain  obligations. 

That  legislation,  I  am  told,  has  not  yet  been  enacted.  It  is,  in  effect,  a  procedure 
under  State  law  that  is  somewhat  comparable  to  a  Federal  bankruptcy  procedure. 
But  on  the  basis  of  the  facts  now,  there  is  no  change  in  my  position. 

We  are  analyzing  the  documents  received  from  Governor  Carey.  We  will  con- 
sult with  others,  I  am  encouraged.  But  until  we  have  analyzed,  until  they  have 
acted,  there  is  absolutely  no  change  in  my  position. 

Q.  Consider  if  the  legislation  is  passed  that  Governor  Carey  did  suggest 
yesterday. 

The  President.  There  are  a  number  of  other  things  that  have  to  be  done. 
They  have  to  agree  to  raise  their  taxes— city  and  State.  They  have  to  agree  to 
reduce  expenditures  quite  substantially.  Investors  have  to  agree  to  extend  maturi- 
ties and  to  reduce  interest  rates.  Labor  organizations  have  to  renegotiate  the 
pension  plans  that  have  been  in  effect. 

This  is  a  series  of  steps  that  must  be  taken.  If  and  when  they  are  done,  of 
course,  we  will  take  another  look  at  it.  It  is  perfecdy  conceivable,  with  all  of 
those  constructive  steps,  they  might  be  able  to  handle  their  seasonal  financing 
without  any  Federal  intervention. 
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But  there  is  a  long  way  to  go.  We  have  it  on  paper,  they  have  promised,  but 
wt  don't  have  any  action  at  the  present  time. 

THE  SUPREME  COURT 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Bill  Cotterell  v^ith  United  Press  International. 
Sir,  v^hat  qualities  are  you  looking  for  in  a  Supreme  Court  Justice  ?  Hovi^  much 
have  you  narrowed  down  the  list,  and  does  it  include  any  Democrats,  women. 
Southerners,  or,  sir,  members  of  your  Cabinet?  [Laughter] 

The  President.  I  am  looking  for  the  best  person — the  best  person  qualified. 
We  have  a  preliminary  list  that  the  Attorney  General  has  put  together.  I  have 
asked  a  number  of  people  to  suggest  names,  and  a  number  of  people  have  made 
such  suggestions.  They  are  being  communicated  to  the  Attorney  General.  He 
will  consult  with  the  bar.  Their  observations  will  certainly  be  considered  by  me. 

The  list  could  be  quite  comprehensive,  but  until  it  is  submitted  to  me  as  a  firm 
list  by  the  Attorney  General  after  this  consultation  process,  I  can't  make  any 
determination  who  will  be  on  it  and  who  won't  be  on  it.  But  we  ar^  trying  to 
expedite  it,  because  it  is  vitally  important  that  the  vacancy  on  the  Court  be  filled 
as  quickly  as  possible. 

Q.  How  quickly  do  you  think  you  can  do  it  ? 

The  President.  I  hesitate  to  put  a  deadline,  but  I  can  assure  you  we  are 
trying  to  maximize  the  speed,  because  the  Court  does  need  a  full  nine-member 
membership.  They  have  some  very  serious  cases  coming  before  it.  And  I  would 
hope  that  within  3  weeks  at  the  most  we  would  have  some  name  submitted  to 
the  United  States  Senate. 

SENATOR  EDWARD  BROOKE 

[5.]  Q.  Katherine  Johnston,  Associated  Press.  Mr.  President,  you  said  today 
in  North  Carolina  that  you  would  consider  the  possibility  of  Senator  Edward 
Brooke  running  as  your  Vice-Presidential  mate  in  1976.  Do  you  consider  Brooke 
a  serious  contender,  and  would  a  black  enhance  your  chances  of  winning  the 
election  ? 

The  President.  I  was  asked  a  question  by  one  of  the  students  at  North  Caro- 
lina Central  University,  was  there  anyone  in  a  minority  group  who  I  would 
consider.  And  I  readily  said  Senator  Edward  Brooke,  a  man  of  experience, 
integrity,  and  certainly  an  outstanding  Member  of  the  United  States  Senate. 

I  don't  rule  out  anyone.  The  field  is  wide  open  since  the  Vice  President  with- 
drew. At  the  proper  time,  I  will  make  a  specific  recommendation.  I  am  simply 
saying  that  Senator  Brooke  is  certainly  a  person,  among  many  others,  who  ought 
to  be  considered. 
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THE  TRUCKING  INDUSTRY 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Mike  Christenson  of  the  Atlanta  Journal.  How  can 
you  possibly  benefit  politically  from  deregulation  of  the  trucking  industry,  as 
you  proposed  ? 

The  President.  Well,  if  the  trucking  industry  has  been  overregulated  as  far 
as  the  consumer  is  concerned  and  they  have  a  competitive  advantage  over  other 
forms  of  transportation,  I  think  some  deregulation  is  called  for. 

The  recommendations  made  to  me,  w^hich  I  submitted  to  the  Congress  yester- 
day, are  carefully  thought  out.  We  have  not  only  analyzed  w^hat  has  been  done 
under  the  ICC  over  a  period  of  time,  w^e  have  consulted  w^ith  the  trucking  indus- 
try, w^e  have  consulted  w^ith  the  labor  organizations  related  to  trucking. 

We  think  that  this  is  a  bona  fide,  legitimate  area  for  some  deregulation,  and  I 
think  it  WAX  benefit  the  consumer.  I  think  it  w^ill  improve  and  strengthen  the 
trucking  industry.  Therefore,  I  strongly  favor  v^hat  v^e  have  submitted. 

Q.  Do  you  think  this  WAX  help  you  politically  ? 

The  President.  I  think  it  w^ill,  because  there  are  elements  in  the  trucking 
industry,  there  are  consumers  w^ho  deal  Wixh  the  trucking  industry  who  are  very 
supportive  of  this.  So,  I  think  on  balance,  first,  it  is  right,  and  if  something  is 
right,  I  think  it  is  politically  beneficial. 

the  supreme  court 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Nick  Taylor  with  WXIA-TV  in  Atlanta.  Returning 
to  the  Supreme  Court  for  a  moment,  what  sort  of  philosophical  makeup  would 
you  like  to  see  in  the  Supreme  Court  when  you  fill  the  seat  vacated  by  Justice 
Douglas  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  it  is  appropriate  to  start  discussing  such  charac- 
teristics as  philosophical  views  or  other  criteria  that  might  be  used.  I  want  the 
best  person  to  fill  that  vacancy  that  I  can  possibly  get,  and  I  think  it  is  premature 
and  unwise  to  draw  a  prescription,  because  everybody  then  will  take  a  person  and 
relate  it  to  that  prescription.  I  would  rather  have  the  names  submitted.  I  will 
analyze  them,  and  I  will  submit  one  name.  But  I  think  it  is  unwise  to  draw  up  a 
prescription  at  this  time. 

Q.  Would  you  expect  the  Court,  once  your  appointment  is  made,  to  continue 
the  moves  away  from  the  sort  of  libertarian  attitudes  espoused  by  the  Warren 
Court? 

The  President.  I  have  felt  that  the  Court  has  moved  somewhat  in  a  direction 
that  I  approve  in  the  last  several  years,  yes. 
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REVENUE   SHARING  AND   EMPLOYMENT  PROGRAMS 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Don  Hicks,  with  WBIE  Radio  in  Adanta.  My  ques- 
tion is,  what  is  your  Administration's  position  in  regard  to  continued  funding 
of  revenue  sharing  and  also  CETA  programs  ? 

The  President.  I  strongly  favor  general  revenue  sharing.  About  4  months  ago 
I  requested  that  the  Congress  renew  the  present  law  for  a  5-year  period.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  Congress  hasn't  moved  in  this  area  as  rapidly  as  I  think  they  should.  I 
hope  that  mayors  and  Governors  and  other  local  officials  will  join  with  me  in 
urging  the  Congress  to  extend  the  present  general  revenue  sharing  legislation. 

I  also  favor  the  CETA  legislation,  the  Comprehensive  Education  (Employ- 
ment) and  Training  Act.  I  think  it  is  good  legislation.  I  recommended  that  it  be 
fully  funded.  I  think  it  was  very  helpful  in  the  recession  that  we  were  in,  and  I 
hope  that  we  can  continue  it  in  the  future. 

GOVERNMENT  REORGANIZATION 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Shelby  McCash,  with  the  Macon  Telegraph  and  News. 
One  of  the  candidates  for  President  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  Jimmy  Carter  by 
name,  is  proposing  a  massive  reorganization  of  the  Federal  bureaucracy,  trim- 
ming down  Government,  I  think,  by  several  hundred  agencies  and  bureaus,  he 
claims.  If  this  is  a  feasible  and  worthwhile  goal,  why  isn't  your  Administration 
taking  the  initiative  to  do  this  ? 

The  President.  He  has  never  submitted  such  a  plan  to  mc— [laughter] — so 
I  am  not  familiar  with  the  details  of  it. 

We,  of  course,  have  been  undertaking  for  the  last  6  months  a  very  broad 
program  to  deregulate  the  American  business,  the  American  people.  We  think 
this  is  a  big  step  in  the  right  direction. 

I  think  the  biggest  danger  we  fear  is  not  the  elimination  of  agencies — although 
I  think  some  can  be  done  away  with.  I  think  the  biggest  danger  with  this  Con- 
gress, they  want  to  foist  more  agencies  on  the  President,  and  I  might  say  to  my 
good  friend,  the  former  Governor,  that  this  Democratic  Congress  is  the  one  that 
is  trying  to  add  to  the  agencies,  not  subtract  from  them. 

Q.  But  there  are  a  few  you  believe  that  could  be  eliminated  ?  Nothing  like 
300,  however  ? 

The  President.  I  think  that  is  a  slight  exaggeration. 

ARMY  TRAINING  STATIONS 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Beryl  Sellers,  from  the  Columbus  Ledger- 
Inquirer.  Recently,  the  Department  of  the  Army  has  come  out  in  favor  of  a 
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one-station  training  program  for  soldiers,  but  this  program  has  run  into  some 
serious  trouble  in  Congress.  I  want  to  ask  you,  do  you  favor  this  program,  and  if 
so,  what  can  you  do  to  salvage  it  ? 

The  President.  That  particular  recommendation  has  not  come  to  me  from 
the  Department  of  Defense.  In  theory,  I  think  it  makes  sense.  You  do  run  into, 
however,  various  Members  of  the  House  and  Senate  in  those  States  where  a  base 
might  be  closed  or  a  station  eliminated.  And  so  that  is  the  problem.  But  until  the 
actual  recommendation  has  come  to  me — I  have  not,  of  course,  made  a  decision. 

Q.  You  have  received  no  recommendation  from  the  Department  of  the  Army 
or  the  Department  of  Defense  ? 

The  President.  That  is  correct,  sir. 

FEDERAL   HOME  LOAN  BANK  BOARD  NOMINEE 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Bob  Ketchersid,  WSB  Radio,  Adanta.  What  is  your 
reaction,  sir,  to  the  Senate  Banking  Committee's  action  just  a  couple  of  days  ago 
refusing  to  confirm  Ben  Blackburn  to  the  Federal  Home  Loan  Bank  Board  ? 

The  President.  I  think  Ben  Blackburn  would  have  been  a  good  Chairman 
of  the  Home  Loan  Bank  Board.  I  regret  the  decision  by  the  Senate  committee. 
I  think  he  could  have  and  would  have  performed  his  responsibilities  in  a  most 
able  way,  and  I  think  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  decision  was  against  him  8  to  5. 

Q.  Do  you  have  any  plans  to  renominate  him  or  perhaps  to  name  him  to 
another  Government  post  ? 

The  President.  We  have  not  had  that  matter  before  me  since  the  action  by 
the  Senate  committee. 

UNITED  NATIONS  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  VOTE  ON  ZIONISM 

[12.]  Q.  Diane  Tannen,  WGAC  Radio  in  Augusta.  Some  32  nations 
abstained  on  the  United  Nations  Zionist  resolution  vote.  Are  you  now  reas- 
sessing American  foreign  policy  toward  these  ambivalent  countries,  and  if  so, 
what  specific  changes  can  be  expected  ? 

The  President.  Well,  we  are,  of  course,  very  disappointed  with  the  vote 
taken  in  the  United  Nations.^  Ambassador  Moynihan  made  a  very,  very  strong 
speech  setting  forth  the  policy  of  this  Government,  strongly  urging  that  the 
United  Nations  defeat  the  resolution.  I  think  the  United  Nations  by  that  resolu- 
tion has  seriously  handicapped,  at  least  to  some  extent,  its  usefulness.  I  hope  and 
trust,  however,  that  it  will  realize  and  understand  the  ramifications  and  will  not 
proceed  any  further  in  that  direction  or  anything  comparable  to  it. 

^  Seventy-two  nations  voted  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  35  nations  voted  against  approval,  and  there  were 
32  abstentions. 
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I  do  not,  however,  think  that  the  United  States  should  withdraw  from  the 
United  Nations  just  because  of  the  unwise  action  on  this  resolution.  You  can 
always  do  better  trying  to  correct  something  from  within  than  from  without. 
We  have  no  particular  plans  for  any  recriminatory  action  against  any  of  those 
32  nations.  We  just  think  they  were  very  wrong. 

Q.  Thank  you,  sir. 

The  President.  There  was  some  70  nations — excuse  me — that  voted  that  way. 

ENERGY 

[13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Ron  Wilson,  Georgia  Network  in  Adanta.  What 
direction  are  you  leaning  in  now  on  the  energy  compromise  bill,  and  are  you 
in  favor  of  extending  oil  price  controls  ? 

The  President.  The  energy  conference  report  was  orally  agreed  to  by  the 
conferees,  night  before  last.  I  had  a  2-hour  meeting  with  a  number  of  the  con- 
ferees last  evening.  A  number  of  the  conferees  are  uncertain  as  to  some  of  the 
specifics. 

I  am  reserving  judgment  on  that  legislation  until  the  conferees  put  the 
agreements  in  writing  in  legislative  form.  And  I  am  told  they  won't  have  that 
done  for  about  a  week. 

I  would  hope  we  could  have  an  energy  bill  that  I  could  sign,  but  it  would  be 
very  unwise  for  me  to  make  a  decision  without  having  looked  at  and  read  and 
analyzed  the  specifics  once  the  committee  puts  it  in  writing.  But  we  hope  to  do 
that  sometime  next  week. 

OIL  PRICE  CONTROLS 

[14.]  Q.  On  oil  price  controls,  are  you  in  favor  of  extending  those  passed  this 
Saturday  ? 

The  President.  Well,  the  30-day  extension  to  give  all  of  us  more  time— 
which  the  Senate  has  passed  and  which  the  House  of  Representatives  probably 
will  pass  today— I  think  that  is  desirable  just  to  give  us  30  more  days  to  analyze 
the  Congressional  action  once  they  put  it  in  writing.  I  will  sign  a  30-day 
extension. 

GOVERNOR  GEORGE  WALLACE 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Walt  Smith,  United  Press  International.  How  does 
the  entry  of  Governor  George  Wallace  into  the  Democratic  race,  his  formal 
entry  this  week— how  do  you  think  that  aflfects  the  Democratic  race,  and 
specifically,  do  you  think  that  Governor  Wallace  will  get  a  spot  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  ? 
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The  President.  I  am  really  not  an  authority  on  what  might  or  might  not 
happen  in  the  Democratic  Party.  I  know,  of  course,  that  in  1972  he  ran  very 
well  in  my  State.  I  think  he  will  probably  run  very  well  in  my  State  again  in 
1976.  He  will  be  a  factor — that  is  perfectly  obvious.  Whether  he  will  be  on  the 
ticket  or  not,  I  just  don't  think  I  am  qualified  to  give  you  an  answer. 

Q.  As  a  follow-up  question,  if  he  decided  to  go  the  third  party  route,  do  you 
think  that  that  would  have  a  definite  effect  upon  the  election  ?  Could  it  throw 
it  into  the  House  of  Representatives  ? 

The  President.  It  is  very  possible.  It  almost  did  in  1968  when,  I  think,  three 
or  four  States,  if  they  had  gone  one  way  or  another,  differently,  might  have 
thrown  it  into  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives. 

I  think  the  impact  of  Governor  Wallace  running  as  a  third  party  candidate 
depends  somewhat  upon  the  Democratic  nominee,  and  we  don't  know  that,  of 
course.  So,  I  don't  think  I  should  speculate  until  we  get  more  information,  one, 
as  to  whether  Governor  Wallace  is  going  to  be  on  the  Democratic  ticket;  two, 
whether  he  will  be  a  third  party  candidate;  and,  who  the  Democratic  nominee 
will  be.  Those  are  uncertainties  at  the  present  time. 

GASOLINE  TAX 

[16.]  Q.  I  am  Sally  Lofton  with  Southeastern  Newspapers.  Governor 
George  Busbee  is  attempting  to  convince  Congress  that  the  Federal  Government 
should  allow  States  to  preempt  a  portion  of  Federal  taxes  on  motor  fuel.  I  just 
wanted  to  know  what  your  position  is  on  this. 

The  President.  I  recommended  to  the  Congress  several  months  ago  a  pro- 
posed new  highway  act,  and  one  of  my  recommendations  was  that  the  Con- 
gress should  take  off  one  of  the  cents  that  is  now  charged  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment in  the  gas  tax  and  turn  it  over  to  the  States.  I  think  that  would  help  the 
States  to  finance  their  share  of  highway  construction.  The  Congress  thus  far 
has  not  acted  on  my  recommendation.  It  appears  that  Governor  Busbee  and 
myself  agree  in  this  regard. 

TENNESSEE  VALLEY  AUTHORITY  NOMINATION 

[17.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Alma  Bowen  from  the  Times  in  Gainesville, 
Georgia.  I  wanted  to  ask  you  about  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority.  You  have 
appointed  a  man  on  the  Board  of  Directors  who  is  from  Mississippi,  and  I  under- 
stand he  is  having  problems,  or  there  has  been  a  delay  in  confirmation  of  this 
appointment  in  the  Senate.  And  my  question  is,  if  this  man  is  not  confirmed, 
would  you  consider  a  man  from  Georgia,  since  some  TVA  lakes  are  located  here 
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and  a  lot  of  citizens  up  there  want  a  representative  from  Georgia  on  the  Board  of 

Directors  ? 

The  President.  If  Mr.  Hooper  is  not  confirmed  for  the  TVA  Board  mem- 
bership, I  will  certainly  consider  qualified  individuals  from  any  of  the  States 
that  are  affected  by  TVA,  including  Georgia. 

PERSONNEL   CHANGES   IN  THE  ADMINISTRATION 

[18.]  Q.  John  Patrick,  TV-5  News  Scene,  WAGA-TV.  Mr.  President,  Time 
magazine  this  week  was  highly  critical  of  your  dismissals  of  Messrs.  Schlesinger 
and  Colby,  labeling  it  bad  management  and  subverting  morale  in  many  Govern- 
ment departments.  Do  you  consider  having  your  own  team  more  important  than 
the  effect  of  another  high-level  change  in  your  Administration  ? 

The  President.  I  think  the  changes  that  I  made,  or  have  recommended,  are 
constructive.  I  was  pleased  yesterday  that  the  Senate  Committee  on  Armed 
Services  voted  16  to  nothing  to  approve  Don  Rumsfeld  as  Secretary  of  Defense. 

I  think  that  is  a  good  indication  that  he  is  a  highly  qualified  man  and  will  do  a 
good  job.  I  think  George  Bush  will  do  the  same  in  the  CIA.  I  believe  that  Elliot 
Richardson  later,  when  he  replaces  Rogers  Morton,  will  be  a  highly  qualified 
and  a  good  appointee.  I  think  these  are  all  constructive,  and  I  respectfully  dis- 
agree with  the  conclusions  as  you  state  them. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  plan  any  other  changes  in  your  Administration  very 
soon  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  have  any  Cabinet  changes  in  mind.  I  think  it  is  fairly 
well  set. 

But  I  would  like  to  clarify  one  thing.  Again,  up  in  Raleigh,  I  was  asked  a 
question  by  one  of  the  students  relating  to  the  Cabinet,  and  I  said  it  was  set.  And 
then  somebody  raised  a  question,  well,  does  this  preclude  Carla  Hills,  Bill  Cole- 
man, Ed  Levi,  and  others  from  maybe  being  considered  for  a  United  States 
Supreme  Court  appointment. 

I  want  to  clarify  it  by  saying  that  if  I  nominated  any  one  of  those  three,  I  would 
think  it  was  a  promotion.  So,  it  is  in  a  different  category  than  asking  someone 
to  resign  from  the  Cabinet.  That  would  be  a  promotion,  and  I  would  not  say 
that  I  am  precluding  them  from  being  considered  for  a  Supreme  Court 
appointment. 

1976  PRESIDENTIAL  CAMPAIGN 

[19.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Charles  Hayslett,  with  the  Journal.  Your  remarks  of 
a  few  moments  ago  suggested  a  healthy  respect  for  Governor  Wallace's  political 
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strength.  Assuming  you  win  your  party's  nomination,  who  would  you  rather 
face  in  the  South— Governor  Wallace  or  Governor  Carter?  [Laughter'] 

The  President.  Well,  that  is  a  very  speculative,  hypothetical  question,  as  far 
as  the  Democratic  nominee  is  concerned.  So,  I  really  don't  think  at  this  time  I  am 
qualified  to  give  you  an  answer. 

Q.  Would  you  take  a  shot  at  it  ?  [Laughter] 

The  President.  Well,  I  think  it  is  so  speculative  and  so  hypothetical  that  I 
don't  really  think  I  should  answer  it. 

THE  SOUTH  AND  THE   1976  ELECTION 

[20.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  Tim  Dobbs  with  WMAZ  Radio  and  Television 
in  Macon,  Georgia.  Continuing  in  the  same  vein  of  thought  with  my  newspaper 
colleague  there,  there  seems  to  be  a  great  deal  more  emphasis  being  placed  on 
the  South  in  the  early  days  of  these  campaign  times,  more  Presidential  candidates 
than  we  have  seen  in  some  time,  more  often — yourself,  for  instance,  have  been 
in  Georgia  three  times  this  year.  Do  you  feel  that  the  South  would  possibly  be  a 
trigger  or  could  be  the  region  of  the  country  which  could  be  a  deciding  factor 
in  the  election  ? 

The  President.  First,  I  like  Georgians  and  I  like  to  come  to  Georgia.  Further- 
more, the  South  is  a  growing,  burgeoning  part  of  our  country.  It  is,  population- 
wise,  a  bigger  percentage  today  than  it  has  been,  say,  20  or  30  years  ago.  It  is  more 
significant  politically.  Therefore,  I  think  that  is  very  understandable  that  more 
Presidential  candidates  are  coming  to  Georgia  and  to  other  Southern  States. 

Q.  A  follow-up  question:  One  of  the  Presidential  candidates  who  has  not  yet 
said  he  is  a  Presidential  candidate,  Mr.  Reagan,  was  asked  about  Southern 
strategy,  and  he  said  there  is  no  such  thing  in  his  view  as  Southern  strategy  per  se 
as  far  as  the  Presidential  election  is  concerned.  Do  you  agree  with  that  ? 

The  President.  I  have  no  Southern  strategy  as  such.  I  have  been  to,  I  think, 
20-some,  almost  30  States.  I  have  traveled  here  as  well  as  elsewhere  in  the  South. 
I  think  it  is  important  to  visit  as  many  of  the  States  of  the  Union  as  possible.  But 
as  far  as  having  a  geographical  thrust  of  my  campaign,  the  answer  is  no.  I  want 
to  prevail  in  all  50  States. 

Mr.  Merriner.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Merriner.  It  is  nice  to  see  you  all. 

note:  President  Ford's  twenty-second  news  conference  began  at  5:01  p.m.  in  the  Ballroom  North  at  the 
Marriott  Motor  Hotel,  Adanta,  Ga. 
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Remarks  in  Atlanta  at  a  Republican  Party  Fundraising  Dinner. 
November  14,  1975 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Mac\. 

And  may  I  say  at  the  very  outset  how  grateful  I  am  for  your  hospitaUty  and 
the  superb  job  that  you  do  as  a  State  chairman  of  this  great  State.  All  of  us 
who  represent  the  Republican  Party  in  office  are  deeply  grateful  for  the  great 
job  that  you  have  done  and  the  superb  organization  that  you  have.  And  the 
fine  support  is  obvious  here.  Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

To  Nora  Allen,  Nolan  Murrah,  Bo  Callaway,  Ben  Blackburn,  distinguished 
guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  let  me  express  my  deepest  appreciation  for  the 
warm  welcome  and  the  great  day  that  we  have  had  in  Atlanta.  I  can't  thank  you 
deeply  enough  for  this  tremendous  dinner  and  the  wonderful  people  that  I  have 
seen  and  the  kind  of  organization  that  I  know  you  have.  Thank  you  very,  very 
much. 

May  I  very  strongly  acknowledge  an  outstanding  Republican  sitting  out  there 
in  the  audience.  He  is  an  old  and  very,  very  dear  friend,  one  of  your  number  one 
citizens  from  the  great  State  of  Georgia.  And  while  he  is  no  longer  Secretary  of 
the  Army,  there  is  no  doubt  that  Bo  Callaway  still  knows  how  to  fight. 

Bo,  I  thank  you  for  your  unselfish  dedication,  and  I  congratulate  you  for  your 
long  and  magnificent  record,  your  tremendous  dedication  to  public  service.  Your 
State  and  our  country  is  better  off  for  the  things  you  have  done  for  all  of  us.  And 
we  thank  you. 

It  really  is  a  pleasure  to  be  in  your  great  State  again,  particularly  at  this  time  of 
the  year.  I  hear  rumors  that  some  of  you  may  be  going  to  the  GeorgiaAuburn 
game  in  Athens  tomorrow.  Somebody  even  suggested  that  as  a  football  fan 
myself,  I  might  make  a  prediction  or  two  as  to  who  the  winner  might  be. 
[Laughter'] 

All  I  can  say  to  that  is,  "No  way."  I  might  make  my  own  breakfast  in  the 
morning,  but  I  am  not  about  to  cook  my  own  goose  tonight.  {Laughter'] 

Frankly,  I  have  come  to  Atlanta  tonight  with  a  heartfelt  conviction.  The 
Republicans  of  Georgia  may  be  outnumbered,  but  you  are  big  and  strong  in 
spirit,  and  that  counts  an  awful  lot. 

Your  spirit  is  going  to  make  some  history  in  1976.  The  Bicentennial  year,  I 
predict,  will  be  a  Republican  year.  A  great  comeback  in  Georgia  can  be  the  great 
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comeback  for  all  America.  Georgia  needs  Republicans,  and  Republicans  need 
Georgia. 

The  tenacity  of  the  Peach  State  is  America's  tenacity,  your  comeback  is  Amer- 
ica's comeback,  and  your  pride  is  America's  pride.  Georgia  is  not  only  the  Peach 
State,  it  is  a  "Can  Do  State."  There  ar^  some  of  this  population  we  have  in 
America  who  follow  the  defeatist  philosophies  of  can't  do  or  won't  do.  They 
say  America  has  had  its  best  days,  that  there  will  be  no  more  quality  for  life,  that 
our  moral  values  are  out  of  date,  that  our  economy  is  bogged  down  in  the 
swamps,  and  that  we  will  never  again  see  the  sun  shine. 

To  those  who  voice  such  self-fulfilling  prophecy  of  gloom  and  doom  for  this 
country,  I  say  that  you  had  better  come  down  to  Georgia  and  taste  the  sweetness 
of  peaches  and  learn  about  real  folks  and  real  life. 

Actually,  this  State  and  the  rest  of  the  South  are  justifiably  proud  of  great 
breakthroughs.  Your  excellent  educational  institutions,  your  thriving  industries, 
your  productive  agricultural  activities  demonstrate  what  Americans  can  do.  The 
South  has  moved  from  a  basic  agricultural  economy  to  a  modern  industrial 
society  which  manufactures  much  of  America's  total  output.  More  and  more 
people  are  moving,  for  good  reason,  into  the  South.  You  are  growing  far  more 
rapidly  than  any  other  region  of  our  country. 

I  want  to  see  the  Republican  Party  grow  with  you.  Just  as  the  South  came 
back.  Republicans  can  come  back  everywhere,  and  especially  in  Georgia.  .You 
can  be  missionaries  of  a  great  Republican  revival  in  every  one  of  the  159  counties 
in  the  great  State  of  Georgia. 

Let  there  be  no  misunderstanding  where  I  stand.  I  did  not  take  the  sacred 
oath  of  office  for  the  Presidency  to  preside  over  the  decline  and  fall  of  the 
United  States  of  America.  I  totally  and  categorically  reject  the  scenarios  of 
pessimism,  and  I  am  certain  all  of  you  totally  agree  with  my  views. 

Instead,  I  look  to  a  future  built  on  a  proud  past.  I  see  an  America  whose 
citizens  have  the  highest  standard  of  living  in  the  world  and  who  live  in  peace 
at  home  and  with  all  nations. 

I  see  an  America  where  we  live  longer  because  killer  diseases  have  been  con- 
quered, where  the  quality  of  life  is  enhanced,  where  we  develop  stronger  and 
stronger  moral  and  spiritual  qualities,  and  where  we  enjoy  the  widest  oppor- 
tunities, Hmited  only  by  individual  initiative  and  capability. 

To  make  this  vision  come  true  which  I  think  we  all  must  have,  we  must  return 
government  to  sound,  responsible  Republican  principles.  And  with  your  help 
and  the  help  of  millions  like  you  in  49  other  States,  we  will.  We  must  elect  to 
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your  State  and  local  offices  and  to  the  Congress  responsible  and  responsive  Re- 
publican candidates  who  believe  as  v^e  do. 

The  battlelines  for  1976  are  being  draw^n  betw^een  opposing  forces:  between 
those  who  believe  in  fiscal  responsibility  and  those  who  believe  every  problem 
will  go  away  if  we  just  throw  enough  tax  money  at  it;  between  those  who 
believe  in  a  strong  national  defense  as  the  best  insurance  for  peace  and  those  who 
would  spend  your  tax  money  instead  for  every  controversial  social  experiment; 
between  those  who  believe  in  local  control  over  local  problems  and  those  who 
believe  Uncle  Sam  should  solve  each  and  every  problem;  between  those  who 
believe  that  American  business  should  be  unshackled  from  government  over- 
regulation  so  it  can  expand  and  create  jobs  and  those  who  believe  that  Federal 
papershufflers  know  what  is  best  for  America  and  American  business. 

I  know  which  side  Georgians  will  take. 

Nineteen  seventy-six  is  more  than  an  election  year — it  is  a  year,  a  vital  year  of 
decision  for  all  Americans.  It  is  the  Republican  Party's  golden  opportunity  to 
prove  that  with  the  help  of  our  many  friends  that  we  have  the  strength  to 
survive  setbacks,  the  resolution  to  rouse  the  Nation's  greatness,  and  the  will  to 
win  elections.  We  can  do  it,  and  we  will  do  it. 

We  must  build  a  party  that  works  year  round,  not  just  at  election  time.  We 
must  concentrate  on  winning  elections,  not  just  arguments.  We  must  attract 
good  candidates,  welcoming  all  who  are  uncomfortable  in  other  political  pastures. 

I  recendy  proposed  to  the  Congress  a  reduction  of  $28  billion  in  your  Federal 
income  taxes  and  a  corresponding  cut  of  $28  billion  in  the  growth  of  Federal 
spending,  but  the  Democratic-dominated  Congress  tells  me  that  it  can't  be  done. 
I  say  it  can,  it  must,  and  it  is  up  to  them  to  do  it  this  year. 

The  American  Revolution  started  with  the  Boston  Tea  Party  that  protested 
taxation  without  representation.  I  say  to  the  taxpayers  of  Georgia  today,  if  your 
Democratic  Congressmen  won't  do  anything  about  your  taxation,  maybe  you 
had  better  do  something  about  your  representation.  If  this  Congress  won't  do 
the  job,  let's  elect  a  Republican  Congress  that  will. 

This  month,  just  a  few  days  ago,  we  almost  won  a  governorship  of  the  great 
State  of  Mississippi.  We  came  close  enough  to  show  that  Mississippi  has  a  two- 
party  system.  Let's  make  every  State  a  two-party  State — even  Massachusetts. 
[Laughter] 

You  and  I  know  that  America's  vitality  and  prosperity  has  been  sapped  by 
the  irresponsible  spending  of  recent  Congresses.  This  Congress  is  controlled  2  to 
1  by  Democrats.  In  fact.  Congress  has  been  dominated  by  Democrats  for  38  out 
the  last  42  years.  That's  long  enough. 
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For  33  out  of  the  last  38  years  there  have  been  deficits  which  have  run  up 
the  cost  of  Hving  and  run  dov^n  the  value  of  your  dollars.  Under  the  Democratic 
spenders,  Congress  did  achieve  some  historic  firsts.  For  the  first  time  in  history, 
the  Federal  budget  topped  $100  billion— that  w^as  1962.  It  doubled  to  $200  billion 
8  years  later.  It  v^ill  more  than  double  again  to  $423  biUion  this  coming  fiscal 
year  unless  v^e  put  a  stop  to  it. 

Let  me  emphasize  that  the  $28  billion  reduction  in  taxes,  vv^hich  I  proposed, 
must  be  accompanied  by  equally  substantial  cuts  in  the  grov^th  of  Federal 
spending.  This  means  the  spending  ceiling  must  be  $395  billion.  And  this  is 
fully  adequate  to  meet  both  our  needs  at  home  as  w^ell  as  abroad. 

The  big  spenders  in  the  Congress  don't  like  my  vetoes.  But  these  vetoes  have 
already  saved  our  taxpayers  some  $6^2  billion.  And  I  v^ill  continue  to  veto 
unwise  and  unnecessary  spending  bills  again  and  again  and  again  and  again — as 
long  as  it  saves  your  money  and  America's  future.  If  the  State  of  Georgia  can 
control  its  budget,  there  is  no  darn  reason  why  the  United  States  can't  do  the 
same  thing. 

What  concerns  me  most  is  the  growth  of  government  without  consent,  the 
increasing  encroachment  of  government  into  our  lives  and  into  our  pockets. 
And  let  me  emphasize  one  special  point:  A  government  big  enough  to  give  us 
everything  we  want  is  a  government  big  enough  to  take  from  us  everything  we 
have. 

The  time  has  come  for  a  new  rebel  yell — a  whole  nation  of  rebels  yelling — a 
whole  nation  of  rebels  yelling  no,  no  to  big  government.  But  it  is  not  enough  just 
to  be  against  big  government.  We  must  be  for,  we  must  favor  good  government. 

And  I  am  concerned  about  the  rate  of  unemployment  in  Georgia.  We  need 
new  capital  investment — that  is,  what  the  economists  call  capital  investment. 
But  I  would  rather  call  it  job  creation.  We  need  to  restore  confidence.  We  need 
to  stimulate  business  and  industry.  My  Administration  is  devoted  to  the  full 
revival  of  America's  great  economic  strength  at  home  and  in  the  markets  of  the 
world. 

While  our  economy  is  reviving,  I  want  to  bolster  our  efforts  through  coopera- 
tion with  other  industrialized  democracies.  And  I  want  to  join  with  these 
nations  in  working  toward  sustained  international  prosperity. 

Tomorrow  I  will  begin  a  3'day  meeting  with  the  leaders  of  Britain,  France, 
Italy,  Japan,  and  West  Germany  to  seek  those  ends.  These  countries  look  to 
America  for  leadership.  The  United  States  is  reducing  its  rate  of  inflation  and 
moving  vigorously  out  of  the  recession.  But  we  must  work  with  others  to  prevent 
future  problems. 
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In  charting  the  course  for  future  international  economic  progress,  our  leader- 
ship is  just  as  important  as  it  is  in  building  mutual,  military  security.  This  Nation, 
fortunately,  was  instrumental  in  conceiving  and  developing  alliances  to  safe- 
guard peace.  We  will  also  lead  the  way  toward  a  sound,  common  economic 
future. 

There  are  new  challenges:  recession,  inflation,  higher  oil  prices,  under-utilized 
human  and  material  resources.  Americans  can  meet  these  challenges  most 
effectively  in  close  collaboration  with  our  friends.  The  industrialized  democ- 
racies share  problems,  but  we  also  share  great  opportunities.  The  cohesion  and 
the  vitality  of  the  industrial  democracies  can  improve  the  well-being  of  our 
peoples  in  the  world  economy. 

Our  goals  for  recovery  include  economic  growth  among  all  the  major  indus- 
trialized countries  with  strong  expansion  accompanied  by  high  levels  of  employ- 
ment, a  reduction  in  inflation,  and  the  increase  of  trade  throughout  the  world. 

In  trade,  the  assembled  nations  that  I  have  mentioned  along  with  many  others 
must  provide  needed  impetus  to  multilateral  negotiations  now  underway  in 
Geneva.  We  will  also  work  energetically  to  improve  the  international  monetary 
system.  An  objective  of  great,  great  importance  is  improved  energy  conservation 
and  the  development  of  alternative  sources.  This  would  enable  us  to  reduce 
dependence  on  other  nations  and  lessen  our  vulnerability  to  arbitrarily  se^  prices 
or  the  disruption  of  our  oil  sources. 

The  societies  of  the  industrialized  democracies  have  an  underlying  strength 
deeply  rooted  in  our  cultures  and  the  character  of  our  peoples.  We  must  now 
reinvigorate  that  unity  to  achieve  a  better  future  for  all  of  our  peoples. 

The  summit  in  Paris  demonstrates  America's  determination  to  work  with 
other  industrialized  democracies.  This  meeting  will  permit  participants  to  better 
understand  mutual  problems  and  the  policies  used  to  deal  with  them.  It  will 
enable  us  to  agree  on  goals  and  objectives  reflecting  our  common  interests.  Our 
joint  efforts  will  reinforce  one  another  and  benefit  the  United  States.  And  it  will 
be  a  great  opportunity  for  all  of  us  to  help  all  of  our  people.  And  I  am  looking 
forward  to  the  opportunity. 

Just  as  world  stabiUty  is  based  upon  economic  strength,  it  also  depends  upon 
our  military  strength.  And  you  in  Georgia  have  a  great  stake  in  this. 

During  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  the  Congress  and  in  my  service  as  Vice 
President  and  President,  I  have  fought  to  preserve  America's  defense  as  the 
cornerstone  of  freedom.  It  has  long  been  my  conviction  that  politics  should  stop 
at  the  water's  edge  in  matters  of  foreign  policy  and  national  defense.  America 
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retained  its  status  in  this  great  world  in  which  we  Hve  largely  because  of  wide 
bipartisan  support  to  this  view. 

We  know  from  experience  and  history  that  weakness  invites  war — military 
strength  is  the  only  certain  foundation  for  peace.  America  must  preserve  its  vital 
alliances  and  first-rate  defense  capabilities. 

As  long  as  I  am  President,  there  will  never  be  any  weakness  in  the  Administra- 
tion's commitment  to  military  power,  a  power  second  to  none.  I  can  assure  you 
this  policy  has  not  changed  and  it  will  not  change. 

I  am  deeply  concerned  by  the  tendency  of  the  Congress  to  spend  for  less 
essential  items  at  the  expense  of  defense.  I  refer  specifically  to  a  cut  of  over  $7 
billion  in  the  new  defense  budget  which  I  sent  to  the  Congress  in  January  of 
this  year.  This  could  weaken  our  hand  at  a  time  when  we  want  no  potential 
adversary  to  misjudge  our  resolve.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  restore  those 
funds  that  the  Defense  Department  regards  as  essential  and  vital  to  our  national 
security. 

Our  defenses,  however,  are  only  as  good  as  our  intelligence  services.  History 
tells  how  the  city  of  Savannah,  how  it  fell  during  the  American  Revolution 
because  of  the  superiority  of  British  intelligence.  Courage  alone  could  not  save 
Savannah  when  the  brave  Georgians  were  taken  by  surprise. 

Intelligence  operations  today  are  much  more  sophisticated.  We  must  protect 
the  rights  of  American  citizens  to  cherished  liberties,  but  we  must  also  guard 
against  foreign  espionage.  I  will  cooperate  with  the  Congress,  as  I  have,  as  it 
responsibly  investigates  the  intelligence  agencies  to  develop  any  legislation  that 
may  be  necessary  to  preclude  future  abuses.  But  I  will  do  everything  in  my  power 
to  assure  that  vital  information  does  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  potentially  hostile 
forces. 

I  will  not  stand  idly  by  while  our  essential  intelligence  services  are  unilaterally 
dismantled  in  a  world  where  the  agencies  of  other  nations  work  totally  in  secrecy 
and  with  unlimited  resources. 

Next  November,  the  American  people  will  provide  some  resounding  answers 
to  the  questions  raised  tonight.  You  and  many  others  will  say  no  to  defense  cuts, 
no  to  runaway  spending,  no  to  stifling  controls,  no  to  overregulation,  and  no 
to  the  discredited  idea  that  every  question  must  be  answered  by  expensive  govern- 
ment programs. 

But  you  and  many,  many  others  like  you  will  say  yes  to  the  responsible  Repub- 
lican proposals,  the  responsible  Republican  solutions,  and  say  yes  to  the  Repub- 
lican ticket. 

Like  all  of  you  and  like  millions  like  us  throughout  the  country,  we  believe  in 
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America,  in  the  wealth  of  our  natural  resources,  in  the  goodness,  the  ingenuity, 
and  the  honesty  and  the  self-reliance  of  our  people.  In  1783,  our  first  President, 
George  Washington,  wrote  to  America's  Governors  saying,  and  I  quote:  "There 
is  an  option  still  left  to  the  United  States  of  America,  that  it  is  in  their  choice 
and  depends  upon  their  conduct,  whether  they  will  be  respectable  and  prosperous 
or  contemptible  and  miserable  as  a  Nation." 

We  made  that  choice  nearly  200  years  ago.  We  will  make  it  again  in  1976. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:38  p.m.  in  the  Hall  tingly,  Georgia  State  Republican  chairman,  and  Nora 
of  Nations  Ballroom  at  the  Marriott  Motor  Hotel.  Allen  and  William  Nolan  Murrah,  Jr.,  Republican 
In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Mack  Mat-       national  committeemen. 
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Remarks  at  the  Conclusion  of  the  Economic  Summit  Meeting 
at  Rambouillet,  France.     November  17)  1975 

Mr.  President: 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  gracious  hospitaUty  of  you  and  the 
French  Government  and  the  French  people.  My  appreciation  also  goes  to  my 
colleagues  for  the  spirit  of  good  will,  the  spirit  of  friendship  which  they  have 
demonstrated  during  this  meeting.  It  has  been  a  highly  successful  meeting  in 
every  respect. 

In  our  sessions,  we  have  covered  the  range  of  economic  issues  of  concern  to  the 
industrialized  world  and  challenging  our  democratic  societies.  These  meetings 
have  been  rewarding  in  a  number  of  important  ways.  They  have  deepened  our 
understanding  and  appreciation  of  our  mutual  economic  interdependence.  They 
have  enabled  us  to  harmonize  our  views  on  key  issues.  And  they  have  strength- 
ened our  determination  to  solve  the  problems  that  we  confront.  Finally,  and 
most  importantly,  they  reaffirmed  our  mutual  confidence  in  a  sustained  and  full 
recovery  from  the  deepest  recession  since  the  1930's. 

Perhaps  our  most  important  accomplishment  over  the  past  severaf  days  has 
been  our  recognition  that  the  objective  of  sustained,  stable  economic  growth 
will  be  facilitated  by  our  common  efforts.  As  leaders  of  major  democratic 
nations,  we  reached  substantial  agreement  on  a  number  of  issues  concerning 
monetary  policy,  trade,  energy,  and  our  relations  with  the  developing  world,  as 
outlined  in  our  joint  declaration. 

Over  the  past  3  days  in  this  beautiful  setting,  we  have  found  a  new  spirit — 
a  spirit  of  cooperation  and  confidence  stemming  from  a  deeper  understanding  of 
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our  common  destiny  and  our  joint  conviction  that  free  peoples  can  master  their 
future. 

As  a  result  of  the  work  that  we  have  started,  the  people  of  our  countries  can 
look  forward  to  more  jobs,  less  inflation,  and  a  greater  sense  of  economic  security. 

We  conclude  this  conference  with  a  sense  of  determination  to  carry  forward 
this  work  which  has  been  so  promisingly  begun. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:12  p.m.  at  the  City  Minister  Takeo  Miki  of  Japan,  Prime  Minister  Har- 

Hall.  old  Wilson  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  President 

Beginning  November   15,   1975,   meetings   were  Ford.  The  foreign  and  finance  ministers  of  each  na- 

held  at  the  Chateau  de  Rambouillet,  the  French  tion  also  took  part  in  the  discussions. 
President's  summer  residence.  Participants  included  A  declaration  was  issued  following  their  final 

President  Valcry  Giscard  d*Estaing  of  France,  Chan-  morning  meeting  on  November  17.  The  text  of  the 

cellor,  Helmut  Schmidt  of  the  Federal  Republic  of  declaration  is  printed  in  the  Weekly  Compilation  of 

Germany,  Prime  Minister  Aldo  Moro  of  Italy,  Prime  Presidential  Documents  (vol.  11,  p.  1292). 


681 

Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on  Budget 
Rescissions  and  Deferrals.     November  18,  1975 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Impoundment  Control  Act  of  1974, 1  herewith  propose 
six  new  rescissions  totalling  $1,289.1  million  in  budget  authority.  In  addition,  I 
am  reporting  three  new  deferrals  totalling  $15.2  million  in  budget  authority 
and  two  supplementary  reports  to  deferrals  previously  transmitted  that  increase 
the  amount  deferred  by  $4  million. 

The  six  proposed  rescissions  are  for  education  programs  of  the  Department  of 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare.  The  rescissions  would  reduce  Federal  spend- 
ing for  programs  that  are  responsibilities  of  State  and  local  jurisdictions,  fail  to 
effectively  focus  on  the  persons  in  need  of  assistance,  or  are  not  justifiable  on 
programmatic  grounds. 

Approval  of  the  rescissions  will  reduce  spending  by  $182  million  this  year, 
by  $61  million  in  the  transition  quarter,  by  $839  million  in  1977,  and  by  $208 
million  in  later  years.  I  reiterate  my  firm  belief  that  the  American  people  want 
to  avoid  excessive  Federal  spending.  Agreement  by  the  Congress  with  these 
rescission  proposals  is  an  important  step  in  avoiding  unnecessary  increases  in 
Federal  expenditures. 

The  deferrals  reported  are  all  routine  in  nature.  Two  of  the  deferrals  are  for 
programs  of  the  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare.  Another  de- 
ferral is  for  a  program  of  the  Department  of  State.  Two  more  deferrals  concern 
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administration  of  the  general  revenue  sharing  program  in  the  Department  of 
the  Treasury. 

The  details  of  each  rescission  proposal  and  deferral  are  contained  in  the 
attached  reports. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

November  18, 1975. 

note:  The  attachments  detailing  the  rescissions  and  deferrals  are  printed  in  the  Federal  Register  of  Novem- 
ber 20,  1975  (40  FR  54193). 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Annual  Report  on  the 
Coal  Mine  Health  Program.     November  18,  1975 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  pleased  to  submit  to  you  the  Fourth  Amiual  Report  on  Health  Activities 
covered  by  the  Federal  Coal  Mine  Health  and  Safety  Act  of  1969,  Public  Law^ 
91-173. 

The  report  is  a  compendium  of  coal  mine  health  research,  medical  examina- 
tions of  coal  miners,  and  other  activities  of  1973.  It  covers  the  implementation  of 
the  coal  mine  health  programs  carried  out  by  the  National  Institute  for  Occupa- 
tional Safety  and  Health  of  the  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare. 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  that,  in  1973,  the  Department  published  the  final 
results  of  the  first  round  of  medical  examinations  of  coal  workers  as  required 
in  the  act,  and  that  the  Department's  coal  mine  health  research  program  con- 
tinued to  move  significantly  toward  its  goal  of  preventing  the  development  and 
progression  of  coal  workers'  pneumoconiosis. 

I  commend  this  report  to  your  attention. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

November  18, 1975. 

note:  The   report  is   entitled   'The   Federal   Coal       Mine  Health  and  Safety  Act  of  1969"  (Government 
Mine   Health   Program    in    1973 — ^Fourth   Annual       Printing  Ofl&ce,  47  pp.). 
Report  of  Health  Activities  Under  the  Federal  Coal 
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683 

Statement  on  New  York  City's  Financial  Situation. 
November  19,  1975 

I  AM  gratified  that  the  leaders  of  New  York  appear  to  have  accepted  primary 
responsibihty  for  solving  the  financial  problems  of  the  city  and  are  proceeding 
in  the  direction  of  a  long-term  solution  in  accordance  w^ith  the  State  constitution 
and  law^s.  I  am  impressed  W\\h  the  seriousness  of  their  intentions  as  described  by 
Governor  Carey  in  his  letter  to  Secretary  Simon  and  aw^ait  further  concrete 
actions  by  the  State  and  the  other  parties  concerned. 

The  bailout  bill  nov^  before  the  House  of  Representatives  is  irrelevant  because 
it  does  not  address  the  current  situation,  and  I  w^ould  veto  it. 

I  am  convinced  that  if  New  York  continues  to  move  toward  fiscal  responsibil- 
ity, all  parties  concerned  can  look  forward  to  a  satisfactory  resolution  despite 
the  current  obstacles. 

If  they  continue  to  make  progress,  I  will  review  the  situation  early  next  week 
to  see  if  any  legislation  is  appropriate  at  the  Federal  level. 

In  the  meantime,  should  New  York  leaders  fail  to  implement  their  intentions. 
New  York  City  could  still  be  forced  into  legal  default.  Therefore,  I  am  asking 
the  Congress  once  again  to  enact  special  amendments  to  the  Federal  bankruptcy 
laws  which  would  ensure  that  such  a  default,  if  it  occurs,  would  be  orderly. 

684 

Statement  on  the  Death  of  Generalissimo  Francisco  Franco 
of  Spain.     November  20,  1973 

IT  WAS  with  sorrow  that  I  learned  of  the  death  of  Generalissimo  Francisco 
Franco,  who  led  his  country  for  almost  four  decades  through  a  significant  era 
in  Spanish  history.  With  his  passing,  I  express  deepest  sympathy  to  his  wife  and 
family  on  behalf  of  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States. 

We  wish  the  Spanish  people  and  the  Government  of  Spain  well  in  the  period 
ahead.  The  United  States  for  its  part  will  continue  to  pursue  the  policy  of  friend- 
ship and  cooperation  which  has  formed  the  touchstone  for  the  excellent  relations 
existing  between  our  two  countries. 

note:  Generalissimo  Franco  was  Chief  of  State  from  United  States  at  the  state  funeral  of  Generalissimo 

1936  until  his  death  on  November  20,  1975.  Franco  on  November  23.  On  the  previous  day,  they 

Vice  President  Nelson  A.  Rockefeller  and  U.S.  attended  the  svv^earing  in  of  Prince  Juan  Carlos  as 

Ambassador  to  Spain  Wells  Stabler  represented  the  Spain's  Chief  of  State  and  proclamation  as  King. 
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Letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the  House  Select  Committee  on 
Intelligence  About  Contempt  Resolutions  Concerning 
Testimony  of  Secretary  of  State  Kissinger.     November  20,  1975 

[Dated  November  19,  1975.    Released  November  20, 1975] 

Dear  Mr,  Chairman: 

I  want  you  to  know  of  my  deep  concern  because  the  Select  Committee  found 
it  necessary  on  November  14  to  vote  in  favor  of  three  resolutions  which  could 
lead  to  a  finding  by  the  House  of  Representatives  that  Secretary  of  State  Henry 
Kissinger  is  in  contempt  for  failure  to  comply  with  three  Committee  subpoenas. 
This  issue  involves  grave  matters  affecting  our  conduct  of  foreign  poUcy  and 
raises  questions  which  go  to  the  ability  of  our  Republic  to  govern  itself  effec- 
tively. I  know  that  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  share  my  deep  respect  for  the  rights  and 
powers  of  the  House  of  Representatives — where  our  cumulative  service  spans 
nearly  four  decades — and  for  the  obligations  and  responsibilities  of  the  Presi- 
dent. The  two  branches  of  government  have  an  extremely  serious  responsibility 
to  consider  the  issues  raised  in  the  ongoing  foreign  intelligence  investigations 
dispassionately  and  with  mutual  respect. 

Former  Chief  Justice  Warren  pointed  out  twenty  years  ago  that  there  can  be 
no  doubt  as  to  the  power  of  Congress  and  its  committees  to  investigate  fully 
matters  relating  to  contemplated  legislation.  Without  this  power,  which  includes 
the  authority  to  compel  testimony  and  the  production  of  documents,  the 
Congress  could  not  exercise  its  responsibilities  under  Article  I  of  our  Constitu- 
tion. However,  this  power,  as  broad  as  it  is,  is  subject  to  recognized  limitations. 
Not  only  is  it  limited  by  powers  given  to  the  other  two  branches,  but  it  also  must 
respect  requirements  of  procedural  due  process  as  they  affect  individuals. 

The  action  of  your  Committee  concerning  the  November  14th  resolutions 
raises,  in  my  mind,  three  principal  issues:  the  extent  to  which  the  Committee 
needs  access  to  additional  Executive  Branch  documents  to  carry  out  its  legis- 
lative functions;  the  importance  of  maintaining  the  separation  of  powers  be- 
tween the  branches  and  the  ability  of  the  Executive  to  function;  and  the 
individual  rights  of  officials  involved  in  this  matter.  I  am  not  interested  in 
recriminations  and  collateral  issues  which  only  serve  to  cloud  the  significant 
questions  before  us. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  investigations  of  the  intelligence  agencies,  I  have 
taken  action  to  stop  any  possible  abuses  and  to  make  certain  that  they  do  not 
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recur  as  long  as  I  am  President.  I  have  also  endeavored  to  make  available  relevant 
information  in  a  responsible  manner  to  the  appropriate  committees  of  Congress. 

I  have  given  great  weight  to  my  responsibility  to  maintain  the  integrity  of 
our  intelligence  community  and  the  ability  of  this  Nation  to  develop  and  use 
foreign  intelligence.  This  is  one  reason  why  I  have  insisted  that  much  of  the 
information  I  have  made  available  to  Congress  be  kept  secret,  so  that  current 
foreign  intelligence  operations,  which  are  critical  for  the  national  security,  can 
continue  effectively.  In  accordance  with  these  principles,  your  Committee  and 
the  Senate  Select  Committee  have  received  unprecedented  access  to  Executive 
Branch  documents  and  information. 

Your  Committee's  November  6th  votes  on  seven  subpoenas  for  additional 
Executive  Branch  documents  came  in  the  context  of  several  months  of  working 
together  on  this  very  difficult  subject  and  a  record  of  cooperation  on  both  sides. 
They  were  served  on  November  7.  The  documents  were  due  on  the  morning 
of  November  11,  and  the  appropriate  Administration  officials  immediately  went 
to  work  collecting  the  information.  Four  of  the  subpoenas  were  complied  with 
fully.  However,  problems  arose  as  to  the  remaining  three  issued  to: 

—"Henry  A.  Kissinger,  Secretary  of  State,  or  any  subordinate  officer,  official 
or  employee  with  custody  or  control  of  .  . .  all  documents  relating  to  State 
Department  recommending  covert  action  made  to  the  National  Security 
Council  and  its  predecessor  committees  from  January  30,  1961  to  present." 

— "the  Assistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security  Affairs,  or  any  sub- 
ordinate officer,  official  or  employee  with  custody  or  control  of  .  .  .  all  40 
Committee  and  predecessor  Committee  records  of  decisions  taken  since 
January  20,  1965  reflecting  approvals  of  covert  action  projects,  [separate 
subpoena]  .  . .  All  documents  furnished  by  the  Arms  Control  and  Disarm- 
ament Agency's  Standing  Consultative  Commission,  and  the  Central  Intel- 
ligence Agency,  the  National  Security  Agency,  the  Department  of  Defense, 
and  the  Intelligence  Community  staff,  since  May,  1972  relating  to  adherence 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Strategic  Arms  Limitation  Treaty  of  1972  and  the 
Vladivostok  agreement  of  1972." 

These  three  subpoenas  are  the  basis  of  the  Committee  resolutions  of  Novem- 
ber 14. 

The  subpoena  directed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  requests  documents  containing 
the  recommendation  of  State  Department  officials  to  former  Presidents  concern- 
ing highly  sensitive  matters  involving  foreign  intelligence  activities  of  the  United 
States.  The  appropriate  State  Department  officials  identified  and  referred  to  the 
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White  House  documents  which  apparently  fall  within  the  subpoena.  None  of 
these  documents  are  from  my  Administration.  These  were  carefully  reviewed 
and,  after  I  received  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  that  these  documents 
are  of  the  type  for  which  Executive  privilege  may  appropriately  be  asserted,  I 
directed  Secretary  Kissinger  not  to  comply  with  the  subpoena  on  the  grounds 
of  Executive  privilege.  I  made  a  finding  that,  in  addition  to  disclosing  highly 
sensitive  miUtary  and  foreign  affairs  assessments  and  evaluations,  the  documents 
revealed  to  an  unacceptable  degree  the  consultation  process  involving  advice 
and  recommendations  to  Presidents  Kennedy,  Johnson  and  Nixon,  made  to  them 
directly  or  to  committees  composed  of  their  closest  aides  and  counselors.  Thus,  in 
declining  to  comply  with  the  subpoena.  Secretary  of  State  Kissinger  was  acting 
on  my  instructions  as  President  of  the  United  States. 

With  respect  to  the  two  subpoenas  directed  to  ". . .  the  Assistant  to  the  Presi- 
dent for  National  Security  Affairs,  or  any  subordinate  officer,  official  or 
employee  with  custody  or  control  .  .  .",  the  really  important  point  here  is  that 
the  NSC  staff  has  made  a  major  effort  to  deliver  the  documents  requested.  As 
you  know,  additional  documents  were  made  available  to  the  Committee  after 
the  deadline  of  the  subpoenas  and  indeed  after  the  Committee  voted  on  the 
November  14th  resolutions.  There  has  been  and  continues  to  be  an  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  NSC  staff  to  provide  the  Committee  with  the  information  and 
documentation  it  needs.  In  fact,  a  very  comprehensive  volume  of  information 
has  been  made  available  which  provides  the  Committee  a  substantial  basis  for 
its  investigation. 

This  effort  was  undertaken,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  subpoenas 
themselves  were  served  on  November  7,  made  returnable  only  four  days  later, 
and  called  for  a  broad  class  of  documents,  going  back  in  one  subpoena  to  1965, 
and  in  the  other  to  1972.  Substantial  efforts  were  required  to  search  files, 
identify  items  covered,  and  to  review  them  for  foreign  policy  and  national 
security  reasons  in  accordance  with  procedures  which  have  been  previously  used 
with  information  requested  by  the  Select  Committee. 

In  addition  to  our  efforts  to  substantially  comply  with  these  two  subpoenas,  I 
have  been  advised  that  there  are  serious  and  substantial  legal  and  factual  ques- 
tions as  to  the  basis  on  which  the  Committee  seeks  to  find  Secretary  Kissinger 
to  be  in  contempt.  The  subpoenas  were  directed  to  ".  .  .  the  Assistant  to  the 
President  for  National  Security  Affairs,  or  any  subordinate  officer  . . ."  and  were 
in  fact  served  on  the  Staff  Secretary  of  the  NSC.  Secretary  Kissinger  had  no 
responsibility  for  responding  to  these  subpoenas  nor  for  supervising  the  response 
to  them.  After  November  3,  he  was  no  longer  my  Assistant  for  National  Security 
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Affairs,  and  he  was  neither  named  in  die  subpoenas  nor  were  they  served  upon 
him.  Thus  there  is  no  basis  for  the  resolutions  addressed  to  Secretary  Kissinger 
on  these  subpoenas. 

In  summary,  I  beheve  that  if  the  Committee  were  to  reconsider  the  three 
resolutions  of  November  14,  it  would  conclude  that  my  claim  of  Executive 
privilege  is  a  proper  exercise  of  my  Constitutional  right  and  responsibility.  As 
to  the  two  subpoenas  directed  to  the  Assistant  for  National  Security  Affairs,  they 
do  not  involve  Secretary  Kissinger,  and  there  has  been  a  substantial  effort  by  the 
NSC  staff  to  provide  these  documents.  Furthermore,  they  will  continue  to  work 
with  you  and  your  Committee  to  resolve  any  remaining  problems. 

It  is  my  hope  that  the  Select  Committee  will  permit  Executive  Branch  offi- 
cials to  appear  at  tomorrow's  hearing  to  discuss  the  points  I  have  raised  in 
this  letter. 

It  is  my  desire  that  we  continue  forward,  working  together  on  the  foreign 
intelligence  investigation.  I  believe  that  the  national  interest  is  best  served 
through  our  cooperation  and  adoption  of  a  spirit  of  mutual  trust  and  respect. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

[The  Honorable  Otis  G.  Pike,  Chairman,  House  Select  Committee  on  Intelligence,  House  of  Representatives, 
Washington,  D.C.  20515] 
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Letter  to  Senate  Leaders  Concerning  the  Report  of  the 
Senate  Select  Committee  To  Study  Governmental  Operations 
With  Respect  to  Intelligence  Activities.     November  20 ^  1973 

AS  YOU  will  recall,  I  previously  advised  Members  of  the  Senate  Select  Com- 
mittee of  my  concern  about  publication  of  their  Assassination  Report.  Attached 
is  a  copy  of  my  October  31st  letter/ 

It  is  my  understanding  that  the  Senate  v^ill,  this  morning,  consider  the 
question  of  publication  of  the  Committee  Report.  The  purpose  of  my  w^riting  is 
to  indicate  to  you  that  my  earlier  position  has  not  changed.  For  the  reasons 
assigned  previously,  I  do  not  feel  this  publication  is  in  the  national  interest. 

It  is  my  hope  that  after  reviev^ing  the  Report,  the  Senate  W\\\  concur  with  that 
view  and,  therefore,  not  authorize  this  publication. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 


^  See  Item  659. 
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note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed  and  Senate  Minority  Whip  Robert  P,  Griffin,  and  to 

to  Senate  Majority  Leader  Mike  Mansfield,  Senate  Senators  Frank  Church  and  John  Tower,  chairman 

Minority  Leader  Hugh  Scott,  and  President  pro  tern-  and  ranking  Republican  member  of  the  select  com- 

pore  of  the  Senate,  James  O.  Eastland.  Copies  were  mittee. 
also  sent  to  Senate  Majority  Whip  Robert  C.  Byrd 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Quarterly  Report  of 
the  Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability.     November  20 ^  1975 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  section  5  of  the  Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stabihty  Act, 
as  amended,  I  hereby  transmit  to  the  Congress  the  fourth  quarterly  report  of 
the  Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability.  This  report  contains  a  description  of 
the  Council  activities  during  the  past  few  months  in  monitoring  both  prices  and 
wages  in  the  private  sector  and  various  Federal  Government  activities  that 
lead  to  higher  costs  and  prices  without  creating  commensurate  benefits.  It 
discusses  in  some  detail  the  Council's  studies  in  steel,  aluminum,  automobiles, 
industrial  chemicals  and  tires,  as  well  as  its  fiHngs  before  various  Federal  regula- 
tory agencies.  In  addition,  it  contains  a  discussion  of  wages  and  prices  for  the 
second  quarter  of  1975  and  the  outlook  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

We  are  continuing  our  efforts  against  inflation  and  progress  is  being  made. 
The  Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability  plays  an  important  role  in  supple- 
menting fiscal  and  monetary  policies,  and  will  continue  to  call  my  attention 
to  wage  and  price  developments  or  actions  by  the  Government  that  could  be  of 
concern. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

November  20,  1975. 

note:  The  report,  covering  the  period  May  through  ber  1975 — Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability" 
August  1975,  is  entitled  "Quarterly  Report:  Septem-        (Government  Printing  Office,  46  pp.). 

688 

Remarks  at  the  Swearing  In  of  Donald  H.  Rumsfeld 
as  Secretary  of  Defense.     November  20,  1975 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Mr.  Clements.  Secretary-designate  Rumsfeld,  Mrs. 
Rumsfeld,  Mr.  Justice  Stewart,  the  Vice  President,  General  Brown,  distinguished 
guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 
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We  are  assembled  here  today  to  swear  in  as  the  Secretary  of  Defense  one  of 
the  most  dedicated,  talented,  and  capable  public  servants  it  has  been  my  privilege 
to  know  in  27  years  of  public  life. 

A  friend  once  asked  him  to  give  a  thumbnail  descrpition  of  Don  Rumsfeld's 
work  pattern,  and  he  said  it  could  be  summed  up  in  two  very  simple  statements : 
One,  Don  works  at  a  stand-up  desk.  And  two,  his  staff  does  not  work  at  stand- 
up  desks — but  they  do  very  little  sitting  down. 

Don  Rumsfeld,  in  a  series  of  challenging  legislative  and  administrative 
capacities,  has  demonstrated  beyond  question  his  ability  to  grasp  the  complexity 
of  issues  and  organizations,  to  work  tirelessly  and  effectively  at  whatever  task 
may  engage  him,  and  to  serve  his  country  faithfully  and  well. 

As  a  Member  of  Congress  from  Illinois,  he  demonstrated  a  unique  talent  for 
staying  in  tune  with  the  will  of  the  people  that  he  served,  for  representing  their 
interests  with  fidelity  and  with  courage,  and  for  winning  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  his  fellow  Members  of  the  Congress. 

As  head  of  the  Office  of  Economic  Opportunity  and  later  as  Director  of  the 
Cost  of  Living  Council,  he  exhibited  the  organizational  and  leadership  abilities 
which  have  characterized  his  career  in  public  service. 

In  these  varied  posts,  he  has  also  shown  great  awareness  of  and  compassion 
for  the  social  and  economic  needs  of  our  Nation.  That  awareness  and  that  com- 
passion accompany  him  here. 

As  the  United  States  Ambassador  to  NATO,  he  demonstrated  a  strong  com- 
mitment to  a  strong  defense  for  America  and  our  allies  in  Western  Europe. 
His  service  as  Ambassador  was  distinguished  by  a  strengthening  of  the  com- 
mitment to  Atlantic  security  and  by  his  own  diplomatic  skills,  which  he  suc- 
cessfully employed  in  a  very  sensitive  and  a  very  important  post. 

As  my  Assistant  at  the  White  House,  he  has  shown  that  he  is  a  man  of  near 
inexhaustible  energy,  a  man  who  takes  charge  of  a  situation  very  quickly,  force- 
fully, and  efficiently,  and  a  man  with  a  wide  variety  of  gifts  and  interests  and 
expertise. 

Don  Rumsfeld  knows,  as  I  know,  that  a  strong  national  defense  for  America 
is  the  surest  guardian  of  our  Nation's  independence  and  peace  throughout  the 
world.  He  knows,  as  I  know,  as  everyone  in  this  Administration  knows,  that 
it  is  the  certainty  of  America's  military  strength  that  makes  possible  our  nego- 
tiations for  peaceful  cooperation  with  other  great  powers  of  the  world.  He 
knows,  as  I  know,  that  the  price  of  that  strength  and  security  is  high,  but  it  is  a 
price  that  must  be  paid,  for  the  price  is  never  greater  than  the  worth  of  a 
strong  defense. 
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You  all  know  where  I  stand  on  defense.  All  of  those  who  say  they  are  for  a 
strong  defense  and  a  strong  foreign  poHcy  should  join  with  me^  the  Secretary 
of  Defense,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  to  maintain  adequate  defense  budgets  in 
the  Congress. 

As  I  have  said  before,  a  military  capability  second  to  none  permits  us  to  act 
firmly  and  successfully  in  foreign  policy  around  the  world  and  in  defense  of 
our  national  interest. 

As  Don  begins  his  new  duties  and  assumes  this  new  challenge,  he  does  so  with 
my  personal  best  wishes  and  my  thanks  for  accepting  a  very  difficult  and 
demanding  assignment.  Don  Rumsfeld  has  my  complete  confidence  and  trust. 
He  will  earn  that  of  the  Nation  and  the  Department  of  Defense  because  he  will 
do  a  superb  job  as  our  new  Secretary  of  Defense. 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  introduce  for  swearing  in  by  Mr.  Justice  Stewart  the 
13th  Secretary  of  Defense-designate,  the  Honorable  Donald  H.  Rumsfeld, 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   11:10  a.m.  at  the  fense,  and  Gen.  George  S.  Brown,  Chairman  of  the 

River  Entrance  of  the  Department  of  Defense.  Potter  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff. 

Stewart,   Associate   Justice   of   the   Supreme   Court,  Secretary  Rumsfeld's  response  to  the  President's 

administered  the  oath  of  office.  remarks  is  printed  in  the  Weekly  Compilation  of 

In  his  opening  remarks,  the  President  referred  to  Presidential  Documents  (vol.  11,  p.  1304). 
William  P.  Clements,  Jr.,  Deputy  Secretary  of  De- 
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Statement  Announcing  Measures  To  Respond  to  Discriminatory 
Foreign  Boycott  Practices.     November  20,  1975 

I  AM  today  announcing  a  number  of  decisions  that  provide  a  comprehensive 
response  to  any  discrimination  against  Americans  on  the  basis  of  race,  color, 
reUgion,  national  origin,  or  sex  that  might  arise  from  foreign  boycott  practices. 

The  United  States  Government,  under  the  Constitution  and  the  lav^,  is  com- 
mitted to  the  guarantee  of  the  fundamental  rights  of  every  American.  My 
Administration  v^ill  preserve  these  rights  and  work  tov^ard  the  elimination  of 
all  forms  of  discrimination  against  individuals  on  the  basis  of  their  race,  color, 
religion,  national  origin,  or  sex. 

Earlier  this  year,  I  directed  the  appropriate  departments  and  agencies  to 
recommend  firm,  comprehensive,  and  balanced  actions  to  protect  American 
citizens  from  the  discriminatory  impact  that  might  result  from  the  boycott  prac- 
tices of  other  governments.  There  v^as  wide  consultation. 

I  have  now  communicated  detailed  instructions  to  the  Cabinet  for  new 
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measures  by  the  United  States  Government  to  assure  that  our  antidiscrimina- 
tory  poUcies  will  be  effectively  and  fully  implemented. 

These  actions  are  being  taken  w^ith  due  regard  for  our  foreign  policy  interests, 
international  trade  and  commerce,  and  the  sovereign  rights  of  other  nations.  I 
believe  that  the  actions  my  Administration  has  taken  today  achieve  the 
essential  protection  of  the  rights  of  our  people  and  at  the  same  time  do  not  upset 
the  equilibrium  essential  to  the  proper  conduct  of  our  national  and  interna- 
tional affairs. 

I  made  the  basic  decision  that  the  United  States  Government,  in  my  Admin- 
istration, as  in  the  Administration  of  George  Washington,  v^ill  give  "to  bigotry 
no  sanction."  My  Administration  w^ill  not  countenance  the  translation  of  any 
foreign  prejudice  into  domestic  discrimination  against  American  citizens. 

I  have  today  signed  a  directive  to  the  heads  of  all  Departments  and  agencies. 
It  states: 

(1)  that  the  application  of  Executive  Order  11478  and  relevant  statutes  forbid 
any  Federal  agency,  in  making  selections  for  overseas  assignments,  to  take  into 
account  any  exclusionary  policies  of  a  host  country  based  upon  race,  color, 
religion,  national  origin,  sex,  or  age.  Individuals  must  be  considered  and  selected 
solely  on  the  basis  of  merit  factors.  They  must  not  be  excluded  at  any  stage  of 
the  selection  process  because  their  race,  color,  religion,  national  origin,  sex,  or 
age  does  not  conform  to  any  formal  or  informal  requirements  set  by  a  foreign 
nation.  No  agency  may  specify,  in  its  job  description  circulars,  that  the  host 
country  has  an  exclusionary  entrance  policy  or  that  a  visa  is  required; 

(2)  that  Federal  agencies  are  required  to  inform  the  State  Department  of  visa 
rejections  based  on  exclusionary  policies;  and 

(3)  that  the  State  Department  v^ill  take  appropriate  action  through  diplomatic 
channels  to  attempt  to  gain  entry  for  the  affected  individuals. 

I  have  instructed  the  Secretary  of  Labor  to  issue  an  amendment  to  his  Depart- 
ment's March  10,  1975,  Secretary's  Memorandum  on  the  obligation  of  Federal 
contractors  and  subcontractors  to  refrain  from  discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
race,  color,  religion,  national  origin,  or  sex  w^hen  hiring  for  v^ork  to  be  per- 
formed in  a  foreign  country  or  w^ithin  the  United  States  pursuant  to  a  contract 
v^ith  a  foreign  government  or  company.  This  amendment  v^ill  require  Federal 
contractors  and  subcontractors  that  have  job  applicants  or  present  employees 
applying  for  overseas  assignments  to  inform  the  Department  of  State  of  any  visa 
rejections  based  on  the  exclusionary  policies  of  a  host  country.  The  Department 
of  State  v^ill  attempt,  through  diplomatic  channels,  to  gain  entry  for  those 
individuals. 
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My  Administration  will  propose  legislation  to  prohibit  a  business  enterprise 
from  using  economic  means  to  coerce  any  person  or  entity  to  discriminate 
against  any  U.S.  person  or  entity  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion,  national 
origin,  or  sex.  This  would  apply  to  any  attempts,  for  instance,  by  a  foreign 
business  enterprise,  whether  governmentally  or  privately  owned,  to  condition 
its  contracts  upon  the  exclusion  of  persons  of  a  particular  religion  from  the 
contractor's  management  or  upon  the  contractor's  refusal  to  deal  with  American 
companies  owned  or  managed  by  persons  of  a  particular  religion. 

I  am  exercising  my  discretionary  authority  under  the  Export  Administration 
Act  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  to  issue  amended  regulations  to: 

(1)  prohibit  U.S.  exporters  and  related  service  organizations  from  answering 
or  complying  in  any  way  with  boycott  requests  that  would  cause  discrimination 
against  U.S.  citizens  or  firms  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion,  sex,  or  national 
origin;  and 

(2)  require  related  service  organizations  that  become  involved  in  any  boycott 
request  to  report  such  involvement  directly  to  the  Department  of  Commerce. 

Related  service  organizations  are  defined  to  include  banks,  insurers,  freight 
forwarders,  and  shipping  companies  that  become  involved  in  any  way  in  a 
boycott  request  related  to  an  export  transaction  from  the  U.S. 

Responding  to  an  allegation  of  religious  and  ethnic  discrimination  in  the 
commercial  banking  community,  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency  issued  a 
strong  Banking  Bulletin  to  its  member  National  Banks  on  February  24,  1975. 
The  Bulletin  was  prompted  by  an  allegation  that  a  national  bank  might  have 
been  offered  large  deposits  and  loans  by  an  agent  of  a  foreign  investor,  one  of 
the  conditions  for  which  was  that  no  member  of  the  Jewish  faith  sit  on  the 
bank's  board  of  directors  or  control  any  significant  amount  of  the  bank's  out- 
standing stock.  The  Bulletin  makes  it  clear  that  the  Comptroller  will  not  tolerate 
any  practices  or  policies  that  are  based  upon  considerations  of  the  race  or  religious 
belief  of  any  customer,  stockholder,  oflBcer,  or  director  of  the  bank,  and  that 
any  such  practices  or  policies  are  "incompatible  with  the  public  service  function 
of  a  banking  institution  in  this  country." 

I  am  informing  the  Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Corporation,  the  Board  of 
Governors  of  the  Federal  Reserve  System,  and  the  Federal  Home  Loan  Bank 
Board  that  the  Comptroller's  Banking  Bulletin  reflects  the  policy  of  my  Admin- 
istration, and  I  encourage  them  to  issue  similar  policy  statements  to  the  financial 
institutions  within  their  jurisdictions,  urging  those  institutions  to  recognize 
that  compliance  with  discriminatory  conditions  directed  against  any  of  their 
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customers,  stockholders,  employees,  officers,  or  directors  is  incompatible  with 
the  public  service  function  of  American  financial  institutions. 

I  will  support  legislation  to  amend  the  Equal  Credit  Opportunity  Act,  which 
presently  covers  sex  and  marital  status,  to  include  prohibition  against  any 
creditor  discriminating  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion,  or  national  origin 
against  any  credit  applicant  in  any  aspect  of  a  credit  transaction. 

I  commend  the  U.S.  investment  banking  community  for  resisting  the  pressure 
of  certain  foreign  investment  bankers  to  force  the  exclusion  from  financing 
syndicates  of  some  investment  banking  firms  on  a  discriminatory  basis. 

I  commend  the  Securities  and  Exchange  Commission  and  the  National  Associ- 
ation of  Securities  Dealers,  Inc.,  for  initiating  a  program  to  monitor  practices  in 
the  securities  industry  within  their  jurisdiction  to  determine  whether  such  dis- 
criminatory practices  have  occurred  or  will  occur.  I  urge  the  SEC  and  NASD 
to  take  whatever  action  they  deem  necessary  to  ensure  that  discriminatory 
exclusion  is  not  tolerated  and  that  nondiscriminatory  participation  is  main- 
tained. 

In  addition  to  the  actions  I  am  announcing  with  respect  to  possible  discrim- 
ination against  Americans  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion,  national  origin, 
or  sex,  I  feel  that  it  is  necessary  to  address  the  question  of  possible  antitrust  viola- 
tions involving  certain  actions  of  U.S.  businesses  in  relation  to  foreign  boycotts. 
The  Department  of  Justice  advises  me  that  the  refusal  of  an  American  firm  to 
deal  with  another  American  firm  in  order  to  comply  with  a  restrictive  trade 
practice  by  a  foreign  country  raises  serious  questions  under  the  U.S.  antitrust 
laws.  The  Department  is  engaged  in  a  detailed  investigation  of  possible 
violations. 

The  community  of  nations  often  proclaims  universal  principles  of  human 
justice  and  equality.  These  principles  embody  our  own  highest  national  aspira- 
tions. The  antidiscriminations  measures  I  am  announcing  today  are  consistent 
with  our  eififorts  to  promote  peace  and  friendly,  mutually  beneficial  relations 
with  all  nations,  a  goal  to  which  we  remain  absolutely  dedicated. 
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Memorandum  on  Actions  To  Respond  to  Discriminatory 
Foreign  Boycott  Practices.     November  20,  1973 

Memorandum  for  the  Heads  of  Departments  and  Agencies 

The  purpose  of  this  Memorandum  is  to  underscore  the  appHcabiUty  of  Execu- 
tive Order  11478,  the  Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Act  of  1972  (P.L.  92- 
261) ;  the  Age  Discrimination  in  Employment  Act  of  1967  as  amended  by  P.L. 
92-269;  and  pursuant  regulations  to  all  Federal  personnel  actions,  including 
those  which  involve  overseas  assignment  of  employees  of  Federal  agencies  to 
foreign  countries  w^hich  have  adopted  exclusionary  policies  based  on  a  person's 
race,  color,  religion,  national  origin,  sex  or  age. 

In  making  selections  for  overseas  assignment,  the  possible  exclusionary  policies 
of  the  country  to  which  an  applicant  or  employee  is  to  be  assigned  must  not  be 
a  factor  in  any  part  of  the  selection  process  of  a  Federal  agency.  United  States  law 
must  be  observed  and  not  the  policy  of  the  foreign  nation.  Individuals,  therefore, 
must  be  considered  and  selected  solely  on  the  basis  of  merit  factors  without 
reference  to  race,  color,  religion,  national  origin,  sex  or  age.  Persons  must  not  be 
''selected  out"  at  any  stage  of  the  selection  process  because  their  race,  color, 
religion,  national  origin,  sex  or  age  does  not  conform  to  any  formal  or  informal 
requirements  set  by  a  foreign  nation.  No  agency  may  list  in  its  job  description 
circulars  that  the  host  country  has  an  exclusionary  entrance  policy  or  that  a  visa 
is  required. 

If  a  host  country  refuses,  on  the  basis  of  exclusionary  policies  related  to  race, 
color,  religion,  national  origin,  sex  or  age,  to  grant  a  visa  to  an  employee  who  has 
been  selected  by  a  Federal  agency  for  an  overseas  assignment,  the  employing 
agency  should  advise  the  Department  of  State  of  this  act.  The  Department  will 
take  appropriate  action  through  diplomatic  channels  to  attempt  to  gain  entry 
for  the  individual. 

The  Civil  Service  Commission  shall  have  the  responsibility  for  insuring  com- 
pliance with  this  Memorandum.  In  order  to  ensure  that  selections  for  overseas 
assignments  are  made  in  compliance  with  law,  Executive  Order,  and  merit 
system  requirements,  each  agency  having  positions  overseas  must: 

(1)  review  its  process  for  selection  of  persons  for  overseas  assignments  to 
assure  that  it  conforms  in  all  respects  with  law.  Executive  Order,  and  merit 
system  requirements;  and 

(2)  within  60  days  of  the  date  of  this  Memorandum,  issue  appropriate  internal 
policy  guidance  so  that  all  selecting  officials  will  understand  clearly  their  legal 
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obligation  in  this  regard.  The  guidance  must  make  clear  that  exclusionary 
policies  of  foreign  countries  based  on  race,  color,  religion,  national  origin,  sex  or 
age  must  not  be  considerations  in  the  selection  process  for  Federal  positions.  A 
copy  of  each  agency's  guidance  in  this  regard  should  be  sent  to  the  Assistant 
Executive  Director,  U.S.  Civil  Service  Commission,  1900  E  Street,  NW.,  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  20415. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
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Remarks  Announcing  Plans  for  a  White  House  Conference 
on  Handicapped  Individuals.     November  22,  1915 

IT  IS  a  real  privilege  and  pleasure  to  have  the  opportunity  of  being  here  today 
and  to  recognize  Senator  Randolph,  Senator  Stafford,  Secretary  Mathev^s,  Dr. 
Viscardi,  and  the  other  distinguished  guests  of  the  many  organizations  that  are 
greatly  interested  in  and  most  helpful  to  the  disabled. 

I  am  extremely  happy  to  announce  today  that  the  first  White  House  Confer- 
ence on  Handicapped  Individuals  w^ill  be  held  next  year.  The  time  has  come  for 
a  coordinated,  national  undertaking  to  address  the  concerns  of  this  Nation's  35 
million  handicapped  citizens,  to  respond  to  their  abilities  as  v^ell  as  their 
disabilities. 

This  historic  White  House  Conference  v^ill  be  held  in  December  1976,  a  fitting 
climax  to  the  Bicentennial  year  and  the  values  that  w^e  seek  to  regenerate. 

This  conference  w^ill  bring  together  representatives  of  more  than  50  Govern- 
ment agencies  nov^  dealing  with  the  problems  of  the  handicapped,  along  with 
the  hundreds  of  others  representing  private  organizations  and  State  and  local 
departments  of  government. 

A  28-member  National  Planning  and  Advisory  Council  to  the  White  House 
Conference  has  been  appointed.  And  this  morning  I  am  very  pleased  to  name 
Dr.  Henry  Viscardi,  Jr.,  of  Long  Island — Kings  Point — as  Chairman  of  this 
Council.  Jack  Smith,  of  Rochester,  New  York,  has  been  appointed  as  Executive 
Director  of  the  planning  staff.  Both  of  these  men  have  earned  national  reputa- 
tions for  their  outstanding  work  for  the  handicapped.  Both  have  overcome  dis- 
abilities to  demonstrate  great  abilities. 

I  am  pleased  that  both  Dr.  Viscardi  and  Mr.  Smith  are  here  with  us  today  and 
that  also  in  attendance  are  Secretary  Mathews  of  the  Department  of  Health, 
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Education,  and  Welfare,  Senator  Randolph  of  West  Virginia,  and  Senator 
Stafford  of  Vermont,  as  well  as  representatives  of  eight  key  organizations  work- 
ing for  the  handicapped. 

A  major  purpose  of  this  conference  is  to  generate  a  responsive  national  aware- 
ness of  the  problems  facing  the  handicapped.  Concern  for  the  handicapped  is  not 
unique  to  the  Federal  Government.  State  and  local  officials  and  private  citizens 
must  also  turn  their  attention  to  the  needs  of  the  handicapped. 

Action  to  alleviate  these  needs  will  be  one  of  the  major  purposes  of  this 
conference.  Along  with  my  colleagues  in  the  Congress  and  State  and  local  units 
of  government,  I  look  forward  to  receiving  the  recommendations  from  the 
conference. 

I  was  delighted  to  learn  that  the  newly  formed  National  Planning  and  Ad- 
visory Council  will  require  that  at  least  a  half  of  the  National  Conference  be 
handicapped  individuals  themselves.  Obviously,  this  makes  very  good  sense.  The 
problems  of  the  handicapped  are  too  often  left  to  people  without  handicaps  who 
may  sometimes  lack  personal  experience  which  gives  great  insight. 

Of  the  28  million  adults  with  physical  and  mental  handicaps,  only  800,000  are 
currently  employed  and  many  of  these  have  jobs  below  their  abilities. 

This  Nation's  handicapped  citizens  have  a  right  to  live  with  self-reliance,  with 
the  same  dignity  as  all  of  their  fellow  citizens.  To  help  them  realize  their  full 
capacity  as  human  beings,  to  help  them  achieve  higher  levels  of  personal  and 
professional  fulfillment — these  are  the  goals  of  this  conference,  and  I  wish  all 
who  participate  from  now  on,  as  well  as  those  who  will  participate  in  December, 
I  wish  them  the  very  best. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:15  a.m.  in  the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House. 

692 

Toasts  of  the  President  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States 
Warren  E.  Burger  at  a  Dinner  Honoring  the  Judiciary. 
November  24,  1975 

Mr,  Chief  Justice,  distinguished  members  of  the  judicial  system,  both  Federal  and 
State,  honored  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

It  has  been  said  that  the  law  is  the  only  profession  in  which  the  practitioner  can 
produce  something  that  is  200  pages  in  length  and  still  have  it  called  a  brief. 
[Laughter^ 
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Well,  tonight  let  me  assure  you  that  the  brief  I  am  about  to  present  will  be  very. 
This  dinner  revives  an  annual  White  House  custom  of  past  years  to  recognize  the 
vital  contribution  of  the  Federal  judiciary  to  the  maintenance  of  a  free  republic. 

Betty  and  I  are  delighted  to — and  I  should  say  highly  honored— by  the  presence 
of  so  many  distinguished  jurists  and  their  spouses.  It  is  appropriate,  in  my  judg- 
ment, to  restore  the  customs  as  we  approach  this  Bicentennial.  It  is  vital,  as  I  see  it, 
to  renew  our  gratitude  to  the  great  Americans  who  conceived  the  American 
system  of  government. 

They  understood  that  government  under  law  with  its  proven  checks  and 
balances  is  the  firmest  pillar  of  this  Nation's  freedom.  With  a  clear  understand- 
ing of  history,  the  framers  knew  that  an  independent  judiciary,  the  guardian  of 
a  written  constitution,  is  essential  to  the  preservation  of  individual  liberties  under 
a  government  of  limited  powers. 

Our  strong  judicial  system  offers  the  world  an  example  of  how  an  independent 
judiciary  can  restrain  the  other  branches  of  government  when  they  overreach 
and,  on  occasion,  force  them  to  meet  their  responsibilities  under  our 
Constitution. 

The  American  legal  system  we  all  know  has  produced  many  giants  of  law, 
both  of  the  bench  and  of  the  bar.  They  symbolize  the  genius  and  the  wisdom  of 
two  centuries  of  jurisprudence  which  has  produced  from  men  and  women  of 
widely  differing  political  philosophies  a  great  historical  precedent. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Chief  Justice,  that  our  great  pride  is  not  only  in  a  few  out- 
standing individuals,  it  is  in  the  many  able  and  honest  jurists  whose  daily  per- 
formance gives  our  entire  judiciary  a  well-deserved  reputation  for  competence 
and  total  integrity. 

The  judiciary,  as  I  see  it,  truly  represents  the  broadest  and  the  deepest  respect 
of  the  American  people.  As  one  of  the  three  separate  branches  of  the  Federal 
Government,  the  judiciary  also  deserves  the  highest  respect  of  the  Congress  and 
the  executive  branch  of  the  Government. 

In  this  spirit,  Mr.  Chief  Justice,  I  am  honored  to  propose  a  toast  to  you  for  your 
dedicated  work  on  behalf  of  all  Americans.  And  I  thank  you  and  your  col- 
leagues for  being  with  both  Betty  and  myself  on  this  occasion  this  evening.  You 
and  your  associates  in  the  judicial  branch  of  the  Government  have  kept  the 
Constitution  alive  and,  I  should  say,  vigorous  for  186  years.  And  it  remains 
today  our  strongest  guarantee  of  freedom  for  the  future. 

And  with  that,  to  you,  Mr.  Chief  Justice,  all  that  you  and  your  associates 
represent. 
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note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:04  p.m.  in  the 
State  Dining  Room  at  the  White  House.  Chief  Jus- 
tice Burger  responded  as  follows: 

Mr.  President,  Mrs.  Ford,  Mr.  Attorney  General, 
Mr.  Solicitor  General,  my  brothers  of  the  judiciary 
and  my  sisters  of  the  judiciary,  ladies  and  gentle- 
men: 

Mr.  President,  you  and  Mrs.  Ford  have  done  more 
than  restore  an  ancient  tradition,  and  a  very  pleasant 
and  happy  tradition  that  goes  back  literally,  as  you 
suggest,  186  years.  And  I  vs^as  reminded  of  it  as  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  v^^ith  Mrs.  Ford  and 
Mrs.  House,  the  wife  of  the  chief  justice  of  Con- 
necticut, of  a  gift  that  was  recently  made  to  the 
newly  formed  Supreme  Court  historical  society  of 
which  my  brother,  Tom  Clark,  is  chairman.  The 
gift  is  a  small  card,  not  much  bigger  than  one  of 
the  placecards,  perhaps  half  as  big  as  the  menu,  and 
it  reads  something  like  this:  "Mrs.  Washington  and 
I  request  the  honor  of  the  presence  of  Judge  Cush- 
ing" — they  were  called  Judges  not  Justices  then — 
"for  dinner  at  our  house  on  Thursday" — naming 
the  date — "at  8:00  p.m.,"  signed  personally  by 
George  Washington,  not  by  some  staff  member. 
[Laughterl 

That  is  now  a  treasured  item  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  custody  technically 
of  its  historical  society. 


And,  Mr.  President,  you  and  Mrs.  Ford  perhaps  do 
not  sense  it  as  much  as  we  do,  your  guests  tonight, 
that  you  have  not  only  revived  a  splendid  and 
ancient  custom  by  inviting  the  Federal  judges  to 
your  house,  the  people's  house — Mrs.  Ford  re- 
minded me  that  this  is  her  name  for  the  White 
House — you  have  honored  our  colleagues  of  the  State 
courts  by  inviting  distinguished  leaders  of  the  highest 
courts  of  the  States  who,  in  the  time  of  George 
Washington  and  for  many  years  thereafter,  were 
regarded  not  as  equals,  but  much  superior  to  Jus- 
tices of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

I  don't  think  we  would  want  to  give  that  up, 
with  all  deference  to  our  brothers  and  sisters  of 
the  State  courts,  but  we  would  like  to  maintain 
parity,  and  you  have,  of  course,  in  inviting  us 
tonight,  the  Federal  judges  and  the  State  judges, 
you  have  invited  us  as  representatives  of  our  col- 
leagues. And  I  will  presume  to  speak  with  leave, 
sir,  for  both  the  Federal  and  the  State  judges  and 
say  that  we  are  all  very  grateful  to  you  for  your 
hospitality  and  for  the  honor  you  do  us  by  inviting 
us  to  your  house. 

And  with  your  leave,  I  will  ask  that  the  guests, 
your  guests.  President  and  Mrs.  Ford,  rise  while  I 
have  the  honor  to  propose  a  toast  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States. 
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Letter  to  President  Johan  Henri  Eliza  Ferrier  on  United  States 
Recognition  of  Surinam.     November  25,  1973 

Dear  Mr.  President: 

I  am  pleased  to  send  to  the  Government  and  people  of  Surinam  my  con- 
gratulations and  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  people  upon  the  attainment 
of  your  nation's  independence.  At  the  same  time  I  extend  to  you  the  recognition 
of  the  United  States  Government  and  express  my  hope  that,  w^ith  your  agree- 
ment, diplomatic  relations  can  be  established  promptly  between  our  two  coun- 
tries at  the  Ambassadorial  level. 

We  are  fortunate  in  having  a  tradition  of  friendly  relations  between  our 
peoples  upon  which  we  can  build  a  cooperative  relationship. 

The  United  States  shares  the  aspirations  of  your  Government  for  the  progress 
and  welfare  of  the  people  of  Surinam.  We  look  forward  to  engaging  in  close 
and  friendly  relations  aimed  at  prosperity  in  the  Hemisphere  and  peace  in 
the  world. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
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note:  Surinam's  independence  from  the  Nether-  represented  at  the  independence  ceremony  by  a  dele- 
lands  was  officially  proclaimed  in  Paramaribo,  Suri-  gation  headed  by  Secretary  of  the  Navy  J.  William 
nam,  on  November  25,  1975.  The  United  States  v^^as       Middendorf  II. 


694 

Remarks  for  Thanksgiving  Day. 
November  26,  1975 

[Recorded  November  25, 1975.    Released  November  26, 1975] 

AS  AMERICANS  celebrate  Thanksgiving  Day,  we  once  more  count  our  boun- 
tiful blessings.  We  give  thanks,  first  and  foremost,  to  the  Supreme  Creator. 
We  are  thankful  that  our  Nation  is  at  peace. 

This  holiday  reminds  us  of  our  duty  to  provide  responsibly  for  the  needs  of 
our  families  and  of  our  neighbors — the  same  values  that  guided  those  v^ho 
celebrated  our  first  Thanksgiving. 

We  recognize  anev^  our  national  motto  v^hich  proclaims  "In  God  We  Trust." 
We  continue  to  trust.  Our  faith  has  been  vindicated  as  we  approach  a  bicenten- 
nial of  national  thanksgiving. 

Our  belief  in  America's  goodness,  in  America's  greatness,  and  in  America's 
future  continues  to  inspire  us. 

In  that  spirit,  my  family  and  I  gratefully  give  thanks  and  wish  all  of  you  a 
very  happy  Thanksgiving  Day. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:55  p.m.  in  the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  His  remarks  were 
recorded  for  later  use  on  radio  and  television. 
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The  President's  News  Conference  of 
November  26,  1975 

Statement  on  Measures  Taken  to  Improve  the  Financial  Situation  of 

New^  York  City 

The  President.  [L]  Good  evening.  Before  v^e  go  to  questions,  I  w^ould  like 
to  comment  briefly  on  recent  developments  in  New  York.  Since  early  this  year, 
and  particularly  in  the  last  few  weeks,  the  leaders  of  New  York  State  and  of 
New  York  City  have  been  working  to  overcome  the  financial  difficulties  of  the 
city  which,  as  a  result  of  many  years  of  unsound  fiscal  practices,  unbalanced 
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budgets,  and  increased  borrowing,  threaten  to  bring  about  municipal  bank- 
ruptcy of  an  unprecedented  magnitude. 

As  you  know,  I  have  been  steadfastly  opposed  to  any  Federal  help  for  New 
York  City  which  would  permit  them  to  avoid  responsibility  for  managing  their 
own  affairs.  I  will  not  allow  the  taxpayers  of  other  States  and  cities  to  pay  the 
price  of  New  York's  past  political  errors.  It  is  important  to  all  of  us  that  the 
fiscal  integrity  of  New  York  City  be  restored  and  that  the  personal  security  of 
8  million  Americans  in  New  York  City  be  fully  assured. 

It  has  always  been  my  hope  that  the  leaders  of  New  York,  when  the  chips 
were  down,  face  up  to  their  responsibilities  and  take  the  tough  decisions  that 
the  facts  of  the  situation  require.  That  is  still  my  hope,  and  I  must  say  that  it  is 
much,  much  closer  to  reality  today  than  it  was  last  spring. 

I  have,  quite  frankly,  been  surprised  that  they  have  come  as  far  as  they  have. 
I  doubted  that  they  would  act  unless  ordered  to  do  so  by  a  Federal  court.  Only 
in  the  last  month,  after  I  made  it  clear  that  New  York  would  have  to  solve  its 
fundamental  financial  problems  without  the  help  of  the  Federal  taxpayer,  has 
there  been  a  concerted  effort  to  put  the  finances  of  the  city  and  the  State  on  a 
sound  basis.  They  have  today  informed  me  of  the  specifics  of  New  York's  self- 
help  program. 

This  includes:  Meaningful  spending  cuts  have  been  approved  to  reduce  the 
cost  of  running  the  city.  Two,  more  than  $200  million  in  new  taxes  have  been 
voted.  Three,  payments  to  the  city's  noteholders  will  be  postponed  and  interest 
payments  will  be  reduced  through  the  passage  of  legislation  by  New  York 
State.  Four,  banks  and  other  large  institutions  will  have  agreed  to  wait  to  collect 
on  their  loans  and  to  accept  lower  interest  rates.  Five,  for  the  first  time  in  years 
members  of  municipal  unions  will  be  required  to  bear  part  of  the  cost  of  pension 
contributions  and  other  reforms  will  be  made  in  union  pension  plans.  Six,  the 
city  pension  system  is  to  provide  additional  loans  up  to  $2.5  billion  to  the  city. 

All  of  these  steps,  adding  up  to  $4  billion,  are  part  of  an  effort  to  provide 
financing  and  to  bring  the  city's  budget  into  balance  by  the  fiscal  year  beginning 
July  1,  1977. 

Only  a  few  months  ago  we  were  told  that  all  of  these  reforms  were  impossible 
and  could  not  be  accomplished  by  New  York  alone.  Today  they  are  being  done. 

This  is  a  realistic  program.  I  want  to  commend  all  of  those  involved  in  New 
York  City  and  New  York  State  for  their  constructive  efforts  to  date.  I  have  been 
closely  watching  their  progress  in  meeting  their  problem. 

However,  in  the  next  few  months  New  York  will  lack  enough  funds  to 
cover  its  day-to-day  operating  expenses.  This  problem  is  caused  by  the  city 
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having  to  pay  its  bills  on  a  daily  basis  throughout  the  year  while  the  bulk  of 
its  revenues  are  received  during  the  spring.  Most  cities  are  able  to  borrow 
short-term  funds  to  cover  these  needs,  traditionally  repaying  them  within  their 
fiscal  year. 

Because  the  private  credit  markets  may  remain  closed  to  them,  representatives 
of  New  York  have  informed  me  and  my  Administration  that  they  have  acted  in 
good  faith,  but  they  still  need  to  borrow  money  on  a  short-term  basis  for  a  period 
of  time  each  of  the  next  2  years  in  order  to  provide  essential  services  to  the  8 
million  Americans  who  live  in  the  Nation's  largest  city. 

Therefore,  I  have  decided  to  ask  the  Congress  when  it  returns  from  recess  for 
authority  to  provide  a  temporary  line  of  credit  to  the  State  of  New  York  to 
enable  it  to  supply  seasonal  financing  of  essential  services  for  the  people  of 
New  York  City. 

There  will  be  stringent  conditions.  Funds  would  be  loaned  to  the  State  on  a 
seasonal  basis,  normally  from  July  through  March,  to  be  repaid  with  interest 
in  April,  May,  and  June,  when  the  bulk  of  the  city's  revenues  comes  in.  All 
Federal  loans  will  be  repaid  in  full  at  the  end  of  each  year. 

There  will  be  no  cost  to  the  rest  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  United  States. 

This  is  only  the  beginning  of  New  York's  recovery  process,  and  not  the  end. 
New  York  officials  must  continue  to  accept  primary  responsibility.  There  must 
be  no  misunderstanding  of  my  position.  If  local  parties  fail  to  carry  out  their 
plan,  I  am  prepared  to  stop  even  the  seasonal  Federal  assistance. 

I  again  ask  the  Congress  promptly  to  amend  the  Federal  bankruptcy  laws  so 
that  if  the  New  York  plan  fails,  there  will  be  an  orderly  procedure  available.  A 
fundamental  issue  is  involved  here — sound  fiscal  management  is  an  imperative 
of  self-government.  I  trust  we  have  all  learned  the  hard  lesson  that  no  individual, 
no  family,  no  business,  no  city,  no  State,  and  no  nation  can  go  on  indefinitely 
spending  more  money  than  it  takes  in. 

As  we  count  our  Thanksgiving  blessings,  we  recall  that  Americans  have  al- 
ways believed  in  helping  those  who  help  themselves.  New  York  has  finally 
taken  the  tough  decisions  it  had  to  take  to  help  itself.  In  making  the  required 
sacrifices,  the  people  of  New  York  have  earned  the  encouragement  of  the  rest 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  Cormier  [Frank  Cormier,  Associated  Press]. 
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Questions 

new  york  city 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  notice  that  you  don't  put  any  dollar  figure  on  the 
amount  of  the  loans  that  you  would  be  offering.  I  wonder  if  you  could  supply 
us  with  a  figure,  and  also,  why  were  loans  necessary  rather  than  loan  guarantees  ? 

The  President.  The  amount  in  the  proposed  legislation,  which  is  a  maximum 
ceiling — not  necessarily  would  they  have  to  go  up  to  the  ceiling — but  the  figure 
is  $2,300  million  per  year,  all  of  it  to  be  repaid  at  the  end  of  each  fiscal  year. 

The  reason  we  made  it  a  loan  rather  than  a  loan  guarantee  is  very  simple. 
It  is  a  much  cleaner  transaction  between  the  Federal  Government  and  the  State 
and/or  the  city.  If  you  have  a  loan  guarantee,  you  involve  other  parties.  And 
we  think  it  is  much  better,  we  have  better  control  over  it,  if  we  make  it  a 
direct  loan  from  the  Federal  Government. 

intelligence-gathering  activities 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  view  of  recent  revelations,  are  you  fully  satisfied 
that  you  are  aware  of  everything  that  the  CIA  does  since  you  became  President, 
and  do  you  accept  full  responsibility  ? 

The  President.  Miss  Thomas  [Helen  Thomas,  United  Press  International], 
I  certainly  hope  that  I  am  fully  aware  of  everything  the  CIA  is  doing.  I  can 
assure  you  that  if  I  am  not  fully  informed,  I  will  welcome  any  information  that 
people  may  have  that  I  don't  know  about.  But  I  have  specifically  asked  for  all 
information  that  I  think  I  need  concerning  matters  of  the  CIA. 

Q.  Can  you  say  what  steps  you  are  taking  to  guarantee  that  the  American 
people  will  never  again  learn  that  a  Federal  agency  plotted  on  the  life  of  a 
foreign  leader  or  tried  to  defame  a  domestic  leader  like  Martin  Luther  King  ? 

The  President.  I  have  issued  specific  instructions  to  the  U.S.  intelligence 
agencies  that  under  no  circumstances  should  any  agency  in  this  Government, 
while  I  am  President,  participate  in  or  plan  for  any  assassination  of  a  foreign 
leader.  Equally  emphatic  instructions  have  gone  to  any  domestic  agency  of  the 
Federal  Government  and/or  the  CIA,  or  intelligence  agencies,  that  they  should 
not  violate  the  law  involving  the  right  of  privacy  of  any  individual  in  the 
United  States. 

NEW  YORK   CITY 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  a  nationally  televised  speech  before  the  National 
Press  Club  on  October  29,  you  said,  and  I  quote,  "I  can  tell  you  now  that  I  am 
prepared  to  veto  any  bill  that  has  as  its  purpose  a  Federal  bailout  of  New  York 
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City  to  prevent  a  default,"  end  of  the  quote.  What  has  happened  in  the  interim, 
sir,  to  make  you  change  your  mind  ?  And  secondly,  do  you  regard  your  pro- 
posal as  a  Federal  bailout  of  New  York  City  ? 

The  President.  The  answer  is  very  simple.  New  York  has  bailed  itself  out, 
because  on  October  29,  when  I  made  the  speech  before  the  Press  Club,  it  was 
anticipated  that  on  June  30  of  1976,  there  would  be  a  cash  deficit  of  $3,950  million 
in  the  New  York  City  situation.  Under  the  plan  that  I  have  embraced,  on 
June  30, 1976,  New  York  City  will  have  a  zero  cash  balance.  So  New  York  City, 
by  what  they  have  done  in  conjunction  with  New  York  State,  with  the  note- 
holders, with  the  labor  organization,  the  pension  fund  people,  they  have  bailed 
out  themselves. 

Q.  The  private  sector  will  not  invest  in  New  York  City  apparently  because 
they  think  it  is  too  great  of  a  gamble  to  invest  any  longer  in  New  York  City. 
Can  you  tell  us  why  you  are  willing  to  risk  Federal  money  in  investing  in  New 
York  City  when  the  private  sector  thinks  the  risks  are  too  great  ?  . 

The  President.  Unfortunately,  because  a  period  of  10  or  12  years  where  the 
finances  of  New  York  City  have  been  badly  handled,  there  has  been  a  loss  of 
confidence  in  the  private  money  markets.  In  order  to  get  New  York  City  to 
restore  their  credibility  in  the  money  markets,  they  have  taken  these  steps  which 
have  eliminated  $3.95  billion  cash  deficit.  And  by  the  fiscal  year  that  begins 
July  1, 1977,  they  will  be  on  a  balanced  budget  basis. 

Therefore,  in  the  interim  while  they  are  restoring  their  credit  credibility,  I 
decided  that  it  was  needed  and  necessary  to  give  short-term  financing  on  a 
seasonal  basis.  This,  I  think,  is  what  we  can  do  without  any  loss  of  taxpayers' 
money.  And  let  me  show  you  what  the  precautions  are  that  we  have  taken. 

We  have  said  that  the  money  will  be  loaned  to  New  York  City  at  a  rate  no 
less  than  the  Federal  Government  borrows  itself  and  with  the  option  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  impose  an  additional  up  to  1  percent  on  the  city 
when  they  do  borrow  from  us.  And  secondly,  we  include  in  the  legislation  a 
lien  for  the  Federal  Government,  so  that  the  Federal  Government  has  a  priority 
claim  against  any  other  creditor  for  the  repayment  of  any  seasonal  loan  made 
by  the  Federal  Government. 

The  net  result  is  the  Federal  Government  will  be  held  harmless  and  the  tax- 
payers won't  have  to  lose  a  penny,  and  the  city  of  New  York  will  straighten  out 
its  fiscal  situation. 

Q.  That  is  a  pretty  good  deal — 1-percent  loan.  What  will  you  do  tomorrow 
when  other  mayors  around  the  country  call  up  and  say,  "Mr.  President,  how  do 
we  get  in  on  that  .f^" 
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The  President.  Mr.  Schiefler  [Bob  Schieffer,  CBS  News],  I  think  you  mis- 
understood. They  will  have  to  pay  the  same  interest  rate  that  the  Federal 
Government  pays  when  it  borrows  money,  plus  up  to  1  percent  extra.  So  they 
are  in  effect  reimbursing  us  over  and  above  what  the  Federal  Government  has 
to  pay  to  borrow  its  money. 

Q.  That  is  still  a  good  deal. 

The  President.  Well,  if  the  Federal  Government  is  paying  6  percent,  then 
the  city  of  New  York  will  have  to  pay  whatever  the  difference  is.  Now  other 
cities,  we  hope,  won't  have  to  be  in  that  situation. 

STRATEGIC  ARMS  LIMITATION 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  have  the  Soviets  offered  any  kind  of  proposal  that 
could  be  considered  enough  of  a  breakthrough  in  the  SALT  talks  to  justify  a 
visit  to  Moscow  by  Dr.  Kissinger  after  the  China  trip  ? 

The  President.  Well,  we  are,  of  course,  in  communication  with  the  Soviet 
officials,  trying  to  narrow  the  differences  between  our  last  proposal  and  their 
last  proposal.  I  can't  say  this  evening  that  the  differences  have  yet  been  suffi- 
ciently narrowed  to  justify  that  the  Secretary  go  to  Moscow,  but  I  think  it  is 
worthwhile  to  continue  the  process.  And  if  we  decide  that  it  looks  reasonably 
optimistic,  the  prospects  are  that  the  Secretary  will  go  to  Moscow. 

Q.  Then  if  he  goes  to  Moscow,  it  will  signal  a  breakthrough,  is  that  correct, 
Mr.  President? 

The  President.  It  will  signify  there  has  been  significant  progress. 

people's  republic  of  china 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  do  leave  for  China  on  Saturday.  Do  you  foresee 
making  any  progress  on  any  substantive  matters  there,  and  if  so,  in  what  areas  ? 

The  President.  I  believe  that  it  is  always  advantageous  for  the  heads  of 
government  of  two  nations,  our  Nation  with  214  million  people  and  the  Chinese 
leaders  of  a  country  with  800-plus  million  people,  to  sit  down  and  talk  about  our 
areas  of  agreement  and  to  discuss  how  we  can  eliminate  finy  areas  of  disagree- 
ment. It  is  vitally  important  that  we  consult  rather  than  confront.  And  I  can't 
tell  you  particularly  what  the  outcome  will  be  on  a  substantive  basis — it  will 
depend  on  how  the  talks  go — ^but  I  think  it  is  very  worthwhile  for  those  meetings 
to  be  held. 

Q.  Would  you  say  it  is  worthwhile  from  a  symbolic  standpoint  because — that 
you  have  set  a  meeting  and  must  follow  through  with  it,  or  can  it  amount  to 
more  than  that? 
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The  President.  I  think  it  is  definitely  a  meeting  that  can  have  far  more 
meaning  than  symboHsm.  I  think  that  the  meetings,  the  talks,  can  and  will  be 
constructive. 

1976  PRESIDENTIAL  CAMPAIGN 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  w^ill  you  agree  to  a  debate  v^ith  Ronald  Reagan 
during  the  Republican  primaries  ? 

The  President.  I  have  aWays  found  that  debates  are  helpful  v^hen  the  vievi^s 
of  the  participants  are  not  w^ell  know^n.  In  my  case,  my  view^s  on  matters  are 
know^n  virtually  every  day.  I  have  to  make  decisions  where  the  public  knows 
how  I  feel  on  this  issue  or  that  issue  or  any  other  issue,  and  of  course,  between 
now  and  February  24  I  have  a  fairly  busy  schedule.  I  am  going  to  be  preparing 
for  the  State  of  the  Union  Message,  I  will  be  putting  together  the  Federal  budget, 
and  in  the  meantime,  I  will  be  signing  or  vetoing  a  lot  of  legislation.  So  my 
views  will  be  very  well  known  by  everybody.  So,  at  the  present  time  I  can't  make 
any  commitment  as  to  whether  or  not  there  should  or  should  not  be  any  such 
debate. 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Mayor  Beame  in  New  York  was  asking  as  long  ago 
as  September  for  short-term  Federal  assistance.  How  is  the  plan  that  you  propose 
tonight  different  from  what  he  was  seeking  then  ? 

The  President.  Significantly  different.  As  I  pointed  out  a  minute  ago,  when 
the  Governor  and  the  mayor  were  asking  for  any  kind  of  help,  short-term  or 
long-term  there  was  the  anticipated  deficit  for  the  current  fiscal  year  in  New 
York  City  of  $4  billion.  In  the  meantime,  the  mayor  and  the  other  public 
officials  in  New  York  City,  along  with  the  help  of  private  citizens,  have  reduced 
that  fiscal  deficit  for  this  current  year  to  zero.  So  there  is  quite  a  different 
circumstance. 

Q.  Well,  you  seem  to  be  suggesting,  Mr.  President,  that  your  opposition 
earlier  to  assistance  for  New  York  was  based  primarily  on  a  tactical  maneuver 
to  get  them  to  make  the  hard  decisions  that  you  say  they  have  now  made.  Why 
couldn't  you  have  said  then  that  the  aid  would  be  forthcoming  if  they  did  all 
those  things  ? 

The  President.  Well,  we  have  always  felt  that  they  could  do  enough,  but  only 
because  we  were  firm,  have  they  moved  ahead  to  accomplish  what  they  have 
done  now  which  is  a  bailout  of  New  York  City  by  New  York  officials.  If  we  had 
shown  any  give,  I  think  they  would  not  have  made  the  hard  decisions  that  they 
have  made  in  the  last  week  or  so. 
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THE   SUPREME   COURT 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  will  you  be  submitting  your  nomination  to  fill  the 
Douglas  vacancy  on  the  Court  before  your  departure  for  China  ? 

The  President.  I  will  not  submit  it  before  I  go  to  China.  I  will  submit  it  as 
quickly  as  I  possibly  can,  because  I  think  it  is  vitally  important  that  that  vacancy 
on  the  Court  be  filled,  if  at  all  possible,  by  the  time  Congress  adjourns  in  this 
session.  So,  we  are  expediting  the  process,  and  we  will  submit  the  name  as  rapidly 
as  possible. 

martin  LUTHER  KING,  JR. 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  Senate  Intelligence  Committee  has  documented 
widespread  efforts  by  the  FBI  to  discredit  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  before  he 
was  assassinated,  as  you  know.  And  I  just  wondered,  do  you  think  the  Federal 
Government  and  you,  as  President,  have  any  responsibility  now  to  see  that  those 
who  were  responsible  for  that  are  either  purged  from  Government  service  if  they 
still  are  in  Government  service,  or  prosecuted  if  the  statute  of  limitations  has  not 
run  out  on  them  ? 

The  President.  I  certainly  condemn  those  actions  which  were  taken  regard- 
ing Martin  Luther  King.  I  think  it  is  abhorrent  to  all  Americans,  including 
myself.  Whether  or  not  we  can  identify  the  individuals,  if  they  are  still  alive, 
is  difficult,  but  I  certainly  will  consult  with  the  Attorney  General  regarding  that 
matter. 

Q.  You  think  an  effort  should  be  made,  though,  to  identify  those  people? 

The  President.  I  think  so. 

1976  presidential  CAMPAIGN 

[11.]  Q.  What  reaction,  sir,  do  you  have  to  the  statement  of  Senator  Mathias 
that  he  may  be  forming  a  third  force  movement,  and  who  do  you  think  that 
would  hurt  or  help  if  he  does  ? 

The  President.  I  strongly  believe,  Mr.  Cannon  [Lou  Cannon,  Washington 
Post],  in  a  two-party  system.  It  has  served  our  country  very  well  over  a  long 
period  of  time,  and  therefore,  I  would  hope  that  all  Democrats  would  participate 
in  their  party  convention  and  run  as  a  candidate  in  their  primaries.  And  I  would 
hope  that  we  would  have  a  similar  situation  in  the  Republican  Party.  The  two- 
party  system  is  so  valuable,  has  served  us  so  well,  I  can't  believe  that  a  multiplica- 
tion of  political  parties  will  be  beneficial. 

Q.  Have  you  attempted  to  communicate  this  personally  to  Senator  Mathias, 
or  do  you  plan  to  do  so  ? 
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The  President.  I  have  not  communicated  with  him.  And  I  would  just  hope 
that  Senator  Mathias  would  continue  to  be  a  good  Republican,  as  he  has  been 
over  the  good  many  years  that  I  have  known  him. 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

[12.]  Q.  Some  Congressional  leaders  are  saying  that  it  may  not  be  possible 
to  enact  New  York  City  legislation  in  time  to  avert  a  default  by  December  11. 
Does  the  Administration  have  a  plan  to  respond  if  this  does  occur  ? 

The  President.  The  bill  that  I  am  submitting  to  the  Congress  is  about  a  two- 
or  three-page  bill.  It  is  very  simple.  I  think  Congress  can  take  it,  hold  hearings, 
and  act  within  a  very  short  period  of  time,  and  I  see  no  reason  for  any  delay 
whatsoever.  And  I  am  confident  they  will. 

Q.  Is  there  a  contingency  plan,  sir,  in  the  event  Congress  does  not  act  in  time 
to  avert  default  on  December  11  ? 

The  President.  I  asked  earlier,  as  I'm  sure  you  know,  for  a  change  in  the 
Federal  bankruptcy  law.^  That  legislation  is  in  the  House  and  Senate  commit- 
tees; hearings  have  been  held.  If  they  want  to  take  a  precautionary  measure — I 
don't  advocate  it — they  could  enact  the  change  in  the  Federal  bankruptcy  law.  I 
would  rather  have  them  take  what  I  am  sending  up  the  day  they  get  back  from 
recess  so  we  don't  have  to  go  through  the  process  of  Federal  bankruptcy. 

1976  presidential  CAMPAIGN 

[13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  may  I  follow  up  on  the  Mathias  question?  Do  you 
share  Senator  Mathias'  concern  that  there  is  a  Republican  drift  to  the  right, 
away  from  the  central  center  voters,  and  that  this  might  cost  you  the  election  ? 

The  President.  I  am  certainly  not  drifting  away  from  my  traditional  position, 
which  is  in  the  middle  of  the  political  spectrum  in  the  Republican  Party. 

Q.  You  will  recall,  I  am  sure,  the  days  when— the  football  days  when  Stagg 
used  to  fear  Purdue.  My  question  is,  do  you  fear  Ronald  Reagan,  that  he  might 
beat  you  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  so  at  all,  and  I  am  looking  forward  to  a  good 
campaign  between  now  and  November  of  1976. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  he  is  doing  you  a  favor  by  running  against  you  in  the 
primaries,  or  is  this  Hkely  to  be  divisive  ? 

The  President.  I  am  not  going  to  speculate  on  that,  Mr.  Sperling  [Godfrey 
Sperling,  Jr.,  Christian  Science  Monitor].  I  am  a  candidate,  I'm  going  to  run 


^  See  Item  646. 
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on  my  record — I  think  it  is  a  good  record — and  I  look  forward  to  the  campaign 
between  now  and  next  November. 

THE  SUPREME  COURT 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  it  is  reported  that  Mrs.  Ford  is  pressing  you  to 
appoint  a  woman  to  the  Supreme  Court.  And  I  wondered  if  you  could  tell  us 
what  luck  she  is  having  and  what  influence  she  has  on  the  positions  that  you 
take  in  governmental  matters  such  as  this  and  others  ? 

The  President.  She  does  propagandize  me  on  a  number  of  matters.  She 
obviously  has  a  great  deal  of  influence.  We  have  discussed  this,  but  I  don't  think 
I  should  indicate  in  any  way  whatsoever  any  individual  that  I  might  be  con- 
sidering. 

As  you  may  have  noted  in  the  list  that  was  submitted  by  the  Attorney  General, 
there  were  two  women — the  Secretary  of  HUD,  Carla  Hills,  and  Judge  Cornelia 
Kennedy  of  the  district  court  in  the  city  of  Detroit.  They  are  being  considered. 
I  am  sure  that  Betty  would  be  very  pleased,  but  I  am  not  making  any  commit- 
ment at  this  time. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  does  she  lead  you  to  a  more  "Uberal"  position  on  things  ? 

The  President.  She,  I  think,  has  the  identical  political  philosophy  that  I  have. 

1976  PRESIDENTIAL   CAMPAIGN 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  are  you  willing  to  take  the  pledge  that  Governor 
Reagan  has,  not  to  speak  ill  of  other  RepubHcans,  to  observe  the  so-called  11th 
commandment  ? 

The  President.  You  are  speaking  of  the  Uth  commandment  ? 

Q.  Right. 

The  President.  I  have  always  thought  that  the  first  ten  Commandments  were 
pretty  good  guidelines  for  most  Americans,  and  I  am  going  to  abide  by  the 
first  ten.  I  think  they  will  take  care  of  the  situation. 

GENERAL  SECRETARY  BREZHNEV  OF  THE  SOVIET  UNION 

[16.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  there  has  been  increased  speculation  that  there  may 
be  another  Ford-Brezhnev  get-together  in  the  works  in  either  December  or 
January,  perhaps  when  and  if  Secretary  Brezhnev  goes  to  Cuba.  Can  we  expect 
a  Ford-Brezhnev  get-together  in  the  next  2  months  ? 

The  President.  As  I  said  earlier,  at  the  present  time  on  the  SALT  II  negotia- 
tions we  are  making  some  headway,  but  we  have  not  come  close  enough 
to  justify  Secretary  Kissinger  going  to  Moscow  and  certainly  not  to  justify  a 
meeting  between  Secretary  Brezhnev  and  myself. 
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On  the  other  hand,  we  are  going  to  pursue  as  much  as  we  can  and  maintain 
our  own  position  of  strength,  because  I  think  it  is  in  the  national  interest  to  put 
a  cap  on  the  strategic  arms  race.  But  I  can't  forecast  at  this  time  if  and  when 
any  such  meetings  will  be  held. 

Q.  Well,  do  you  think  it  would  be  helpful  to  have  a  Ford-Brezhnev  meeting 
to  perhaps  break  the  SALT  deadlock,  or  are  we  still  insisting  on  an  agreement 
in  SALT  as  a  prerequisite  for  any  Ford-Brezhnev  meeting  ? 

The  President.  I  believe  that  Mr.  Brezhnev  and  I  should  not  meet  until  we 
make  additional  progress. 

AMERICAN  BAR  ASSOCIATION 

[17.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  the  past  the  American  Bar  Association  has  had 
great  input  on  the  selection  of  judicial  appointees,  and  I  was  wondering  how  you 
feel  about  this,  whether  the  ABA's  judicial  committee  should  have  a  veto  on 
your  judicial  appointments  ? 

The  President.  The  ABA — the  American  Bar  Association — has  done  a  fine, 
fine  job  under  very  tough  circumstances  in  analyzing  the  legal  qualifications  of 
some  15  or  more  names  that  have  been  submitted  to  them,  and  I  thank  the 
American  Bar  Association  for  their  very,  very  great  cooperation.  But  I  don't 
think  in  the  final  analysis  they  should  have  a  veto  over  the  person  that  I  select. 

SECRETARY  OF   STATE   KISSINGER 

[18.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  has  Secretary  Kissinger  talked  to  you  recently  or  to 
any  top  officials  in  your  Administration  about  the  possibility  of  resigning  ?  Has 
he  complained  to  you  or  others  in  the  White  House  that  he  felt  he  was  not 
receiving  sufficient  support  from  the  White  House,  particularly  on  the  House 
contempt  citation  move.  And  if  he  has,  are  you  in  a  position  to  say  whether 
you — to  repeat  your  earlier  promise,  or  your  earlier  statement,  that  you  wanted 
him  to  stay  on  through  the  completion  of  this  term? 

The  President.  Secretary  Kissinger  has  not  spoken  to  me  about  resigning.  I 
continue  to  give  him  full  and  complete  support  because  I  think  he  is  one  of  the 
finest  Secretaries  of  State  this  country  has  ever  had.  I  know  of  no  criticism 
within  the  White  House  staff  of  his  performance  of  duty,  and  I  strongly— and  I 
want  to  emphasize  and  reemphasize  that  I  think  he  has  done  a  superb  job  under 
most  difficult  circumstances.  I  certainly  want  him  to  stay  as  long  as  Secretary 
Kissinger  will  stay. 

the  warren  COMMISSION 

[19.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the  Congressional  report  on  the  CIA  and 
the  recent  testimony  about  FBI  activities  and  continuing  doubt  in  the  country, 
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don't  you  think  it  would  be  in  the  national  interest  to  reopen  the  assassination 
investigation  of  President  Kennedy  and  now  Martin  Luther  King  as  well  ? 

The  President.  I,  of  course,  served  on  the  Warren  Commission,  and  I  know  a 
good  deal  about  the  hearings  and  the  committee  report,  obviously.  There  are 
some  new  developments — not  evidence  but  new  developments — that  according 
to  one  of  our  best  staff  members,  who  has  kept  up  to  date  on  it  more  than  I,  that 
he  thinks  just  to  lay  those  charges  aside  that  a  new  investigation  ought  to  be 
undertaken. 

He,  at  the  same  time,  said  that  no  new  evidence  has  come  up.  If  those  particu- 
lar developments  could  be  fully  investigated  without  reopening  the  whole 
matter  that  took  us  10  months  to  conclude,  I  think  some  responsible  group  or 
organization  ought  to  do  so— but  not  to  reopen  all  of  the  odier  aspects,  because 
I  think  they  were  thoroughly  covered  by  the  Warren  Commission. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared,  then,  to  take  that  step  on  the  part  of  the  Administra- 
tion to  appoint  a  task  force  from  the  Justice  Department,  say,  to  look  into  the 
new  developments  and  to  report  on  those  as  well,  or  would  you  rather  have  it 
done  by  an  independent  organization  ? 

The  President.  I  think  in  light  of  my  former  membership  on  the  Warren 
Commission,  it  might  be  better  done  by  somebody  other  than  I  appoint. 

FEDERAL  TAXES  AND  SPENDING 

[20.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  is  it  still  your  intention,  sir,  to  veto  any  tax  cut 
package  that  Congress  might  pass  if  it  does  not  conform  precisely  with  what 
you  proposed  a  few  weeks  ago  ? 

The  President.  I  intend  to  veto  any  tax  cut  measure  that  does  not  couple  with 
it  a  comparable  reduction  in  the  growth  of  Federal  spending. 

Q.  Well,  sir,  that  implies  you  might  be  flexible  on  the  precise  numbers.  Is  that 
correct,  so  long  as  there  is  a  balance  ? 

The  President.  I,  of  course,  proposed  a  $28  biUion  tax  cut,  coupled  with  a 
$28  billion  reduction  in  Federal  spending.  I  think  that  is  the  right  level  in  both 
cases.  The  Congress,  I  hope,  will  accept  it. 

intelligence-gathering  activities 

[21.]  Q.  A  follow-up  question,  if  I  could,  Mr.  President,  to  the  earlier  state- 
ment on  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency.  As  you  know,  there  is  a  gray  area  in 
which  the  CIA  might  take  an  action  which  could  eventually  lead  to  danger 
or  assassination  of  a  political  leader.  Now,  in  your  first  news  conference  you 
indicated  that  you  supported  such  covert  activities,  particularly  in  the  case  of 
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Chile.  Do  you  still  support  those  activities,  and  if  so,  what  kind  of  philosophy 
should  the  constitutional  democracy  of  America  take  into  the  situation  ? 

The  President.  I  repeat,  under  this  Administration  no  agency  of  the  Federal 
Government  w^ill  plan  or  participate  in  any  assassination  plot  of  a  foreign 
leader.  The  United  States,  hov^ever,  in  many  cases  for  its  ow^n  protection,  its  own 
national  security,  must  undertake  foreign  covert  operations,  but  I  am  not  going 
to  discuss  the  details  of  them. 

Q.  Will  you  allow  the  country  to  involve  itself  in  situations  which  could 
potentially  be  dangerous  to  other  leaders  ? 

The  President.  The  people  in  the  intelligence  agencies  know  what  my 
instructions  are.  If  they  violate  them,  proper  action  will  be  taken. 

ANGOLA 

[22.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  Angola  the  Soviets  are  reported  to  be  heavily 
involved.  Do  you  find  this  to  be  consistent  with  your  understanding  of  detente  ? 

The  President.  I  agree  with  the  content  of  the  speech  made  by  Secretary 
Kissinger  in  Detroit  last  night,  where  he  said  that  the  Soviet  actions  in  Angola 
were  not  helpful  in  the  continuation  of  detente.  I  agree  with  that,  and  I  hope 
and  trust  that  there  will  be  proper  note  taken  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  intend  to  do  anything  about  it  other  than  making  this  statement? 

The  President.  I  don't  want  to  get  into  the  method  or  procedure.  I  said  that 
I  agree  with  the  statement  made  by  the  Secretary,  and  I  believe  that  the  Soviet 
Union  is  not  helping  the  cause  of  detente  by  what  they  are  doing.  And  I  hope 
the  message  comes  across. 

THE  MIDDLE  EAST 

[23.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  there  is  considerable  pessimism  these  days  as  to 
whether  peace  progress  can  be  maintained  in  the  Golan  Heights  in  the  Middle 
East.  The  issues  seem  to  be  primarily  those  of  land  and  participation  by  the 
Palestine  Liberation  Organization  in  negotiations.  On  the  issue  of  land,  it  has 
been  reported  that  the  U.S.  has  assured  Israel  that  it  need  make  only  cosmetic 
changes  in  its  present  hues  in  the  Golan  Heights.  Is  that  the  fact? 

The  President.  That  is  pure  speculation,  and  we  do  hope  that  the  process  of 
negotiation  will  continue  in  the  Middle  East.  And  I  hope  and  trust  that  we  can 
get  the  parties  together  for  a  just  and  permanent  peace. 

Q.  On  the  issue  of  Palestine  Liberation  Organization  participation.  State  De- 
partment officials  suggested  that  the  Palestinian  issue  was  the  core  of  the 
problem  in  the  Middle  East.  Do  you  agree  with  that? 
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The  President.  It  certainly  is  a  very  important  part  of  the  problem,  because 
the  Palestinians  do  not  recognize  the  State  of  Israel.  And  under  those  circum- 
stances, it  is  impossible  to  bring  the  Palestinians  and  the  Israelis  together  to 
negotiate.  So,  unless  there  is  some  change  in  their  attitude,  I  think  you  can  see 
a  very  serious  roadblock  exists. 

THANKSGIVING 

[24.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  tomorrov^  being  Thanksgiving  Day,  I  ask  this  not 
of  Jerry  Ford,  individual,  but  as  the  President  of  the  United  States.  What  do 
you  have,  number  one,  to  be  thankful  for  ? 

The  President.  I  am  primarily  thankful  for  the  fact  that  this  country  is  at 
peace  on  this  Thanksgiving  rather  than  engaged  in  a  v^ar,  as  v^e  v^ere  for  4 
or  5  or  6  years. 

NEV^  YORK  CITY 

[25.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  thank  you,  sir.  As  a  New^  York  reporter,  I  am  very 
interested  in  something  you  said  in  your  statement.  Part  of  the  package  that  you 
found  to  indicate  progress  on  the  part  of  Ntw  York  officials  involved  $205 
million  in  taxes,  v^hich  are  a  very  onerous  burden  on  the  middle  class  in  Ntw 
York,  on  the  w^orking  man  and  woman,  including  a  25-percent  city  income  tax 
raise.  Nov^,  are  you  concerned  politically  that  these  taxes,  these  nev^  taxes  on  a 
very  heavily  taxed  city,  one  of  the  most  heavily  taxed  cities  in  America,  that 
these  taxes  are  going  to  become  known  as  the  Ford  taxes  and  that  you  are  going 
to  have  to  kiss  the  voters  of  New  York  goodby  next  year  ? 

The  President.  As  I  have  said  repeatedly,  the  only  requirement  that  I  im- 
posed was  that  the  financial  situation  in  New  York  City  be  such  that  we  could 
handle  the  problem  at  the  Federal  level  in  the  way  in  which  we  are  doing  it 
today. 

As  I  understand  it.  Governor  Carey  has  taken  the  full  responsibility  for  the 
total  package,  including  the  taxes  that  were  imposed  through  his  recommenda- 
tion to  the  State  legislature.  I  think  that  is  a  very  courageous  stand  by  Governor 
Carey. 

Under  those  circumstances,  since  I  didn't  recommend  any  particular  tax 
package,  or  any  additional  taxes,  I  don't  see  how  those  taxes  can  be  labeled  taxes 
of  this  Administration. 

Q.  Although  you  do  approve  of  those  taxes  as  part  of  this  package  ? 

The  President.  I  approve  of  the  financial  plan  of  responsibility  which  the 
Governor  and  the  city  officials  and  others  have  put  together. 

Mr.  Cormier.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 
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note:  President  Ford's  twenty-third  news  confer-  White  House.  It  was  broadcast  live  on  radio  and 
ence  began  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  East  Room  at  the       television. 
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Remarks  on  Greeting  the  National  Women's  Basketball  Team 
From  the  People's  Republic  of  China.     November  28,  1975 

ON  THIS  very  beautiful  day,  the  day  before  we  leave  for  the  People's  Republic 
of  China,  it  is  a  special  privilege  for  me  to  meet  the  basketball  team  that  is 
representing  the  People's  Republic  of  China. 

When  Mrs.  Ford  and  I  were  in  the  People's  Republic  of  China  in  1972,  we 
visited  a  good  many  areas  in  China,  including  Liaoning  Province,  Shenyang, 
Anshan,  as  well  as  Peking  and  Canton.  Every  place  we  went  we  saw  more 
basketball  courts  than  even  in  the  United  States. 

I  predicted  then  that  we  would  have  in  the  United  States  some  very  rugged 
competition  on  the  basketball  court,  both  the  men  as  well  as  women.  We  saw 
young  boys  and  girls  at  a  very  early  age  learning  to  play  basketball  with  small 
balls  and  lowered  backboards. 

I  am  sure  that  this  fine  team  from  the  People's  Republic  will  do  very  well 
in  competition  against  our  American  teams.  I  understand  there  is  a  game  tonight 
out  at  the  Federal  City  College.  I  wish  it  was  possible  for  me  to  attend,  but  1 
will  look  forward  to  reading  the  results  in  the  paper  tomorrow  morning. 

The  visit  of  these  fine  young  ladies  from  the  People's  Republic  is  another 
step  in  the  normalization  of  relations  between  our  country  and  the  People's 
Republic.  I  strongly  believe  that  cultural  exchanges,  educational  exchanges, 
competition  in  athletics  are  all  important  in  trying  to  expand  this  normalization 
of  relations  between  the  two  countries. 

I  am  looking  forward  to  the  trip  beginning  tomorrow  morning  to  visit  again 
the  People's  RepubHc  of  China.  It  is  a  trip  of  great  significance.  It  will  be 
another  step  in  the  effort  on  the  part  of  the  two  Governments  to  expand  our 
relations  and  to  broaden  the  normalization. 

It  is  vital  from  our  point  of  view  that  this  dialog,  these  discussions  continue, 
and  I  am  looking  forward  to  the  trip,  as  I  know  the  Secretary  of  State  is.  And 
Mrs.  Ford  and  Susan  and  I  are  most  anxious  to  have  the  opportunity  of  visiting 
your  country. 

We  welcome  you  to  the  United  States.  We  know  that  you  will  be  warmly 
received.  I  know  the  contests  will  be  good.  I  am  a  little  prejudiced  as  to  who  I 
hope  might  win. 
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Thank  you  very  much  for  coming  to  the  White  House.  I  understand  you  are 
visiting  the  White  House  after  this  brief  meeting  here.  We  welcome  you  to  the 
residence  and  v^ish  you  w^ell  on  your  trip  throughout  the  United  States. 

I  might  make  two  other  comments:  I  mentioned  earUer  that  I  had  noticed 
how  many  basketball  courts  there  were,  beginning  with  smaller  ones.  I  made 
the  comment  to  Mrs.  Ford  that  I  was  certain  that  out  of  800  million  people  I 
was  positive  there  would  be  developed  a  Chinese  Wilt  Chamberlain.  I  also  tried 
a  little  Ping-pong  with  some  of  the  very  able  Chinese  Ping-pong  players,  and 
I  quit  after  about  the  first  exchange. 

Thank  you  very  much,  and  I  look  forward  to  shaking  hands  and  meeting  all 
of  you. 

Thank  you  again. 

NOTE:  The  President  spoke  at  10:45  a.m.  in  the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House. 
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Remarks  Announcing  Intention  To  Nominate  John  Paul 
Stevens  To  Be  an  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
November  28,  1975 

THE  NOMINATION  of  a  Justice  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  is  one 
of  the  most  important  decisions  a  President  has  to  make.  The  opinions  of  the 
Court  affect  the  course  of  our  society  and  the  Hves  of  individual  citizens  for 
decades  to  come.  The  confidence  in  which  the  Court  is  held  is  the  sum  of  the 
esteem  extended  to  each  of  its  nine  Members,  and  nothing  is  more  essential  to 
our  system  of  liberty  under  law  than  the  integrity  of  the  judicial  branch  of  the 
Federal  Government. 

With  this  burden  of  responsibility  in  mind,  I  have  conducted  a  thorough 
search  and  considered  an  extensive  list  of  distinguished  men  and  women  to 
fill  the  existing  vacancy  on  the  Supreme  Court.  The  views  of  a  wide  range  of 
Americans  in  the  legal  profession  and  in  both  pubHc  and  private  life  have  been 
sought  and  are  appreciated. 

I  have  decided  to  submit  to  Congress  when  it  returns  the  name  of  the  person 
I  beheve  to  be  best  qualified  to  serve  as  an  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court:  United  States  Judge  John  Paul  Stevens  of  the  Seventh  Circuit  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  in  Chicago,  lUinois. 

Judge  Stevens  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  his  colleagues  in  the  legal 
profession  and  the  judiciary,  and  has  had  an  outstanding  career  in  the  practice 
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and  teaching  of  law  as  well  as  on  the  Federal  bench.  I  am  confident  that  he 
will  bring  both  professional  and  personal  qualities  of  the  highest  order  to  the 
Supreme  Court. 

Because  of  the  urgency  attached  to  the  earliest  consideration  of  this  nomina- 
tion by  the  United  States  Senate,  in  order  that  the  Court  may  be  at  full  strength 
in  considering  its  current  calendar,  I  am  announcing  my  choice  today  and  will 
submit  Judge  Stevens'  name  formally  on  Monday.  I  believe  the  best  interests 
of  the  Nation  will  be  served  by  prompt  confirmation  proceedings  in  the  Senate. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:28  p.m.  to  reporters  assembled  in  the  Briefing  Room  at  the  White  House. 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Older  Americans  Amendments 
of  1975.     November  28,  1975 

I  HAVE  given  my  approval  today  to  H.R.  3922,  Older  Americans  Amendments 
of  1975. 

Ten  years  ago,  as  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  I  voted  for  the 
Older  Americans  Act  v^hen  it  v^as  enacted  by  the  Congress.  I  also  voted  for 
subsequent  amendments  to  the  act.  I  am  pleased  nov^  to  give  my  approval  to 
this  bill  which  amends  the  act  and  extends  it  for  3  years.  These  latest  amend- 
ments were  the  result  of  10  years  of  experiences  in  administering  the  act. 

Incorporated  in  the  Older  Americans  Act,  as  amended,  are  certain  principles 
to  guide  the  administration  of  the  act: 

— Emphasis  will  be  placed  on  making  services  available  which  will  enable 
older  persons  to  live  at  home  as  long  as  possible. 

— Community  leaders  who  best  know  the  needs  of  their  own  areas  will  deter- 
mine the  services  for  older  persons  to  be  started  or  strengthened. 

— The  needs  of  low-income,  older  persons,  including  minorities,  will  be 
given  priority  in  use  of  Federal  funds. 

—Efforts  will  be  made  to  enlist  volunteers  from  all  age  groups  to  assist  in 
serving  older  persons. 

— ^The  resources  now  available  to  meet  the  needs  of  older  persons  will  con- 
tinue to  be  coordinated  through  programs  administered  by  a  number  of  Federal 
departments  and  agencies. 

— Emphasis  will  be  placed  on  opening  opportunities  for  older  persons  to 
continue  to  participate  constructively  in  the  life  of  our  Nation. 
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I  endorse  the  concept  of  the  Older  Americans  Act  which  estabUshes  a  system 
to  deHver  coordinated  comprehensive  services  at  the  community  level  and  v^hich 
is  designed  to  enable  older  persons  to  live  independent  lives  in  their  own  resi- 
dences and  to  participate  in  the  life  of  their  community. 

There  are,  however,  provisions  of  this  act  with  which  I  disagree.  The  provi- 
sions concerned  with  age  discrimination  on  the  part  of  all  Federal  grantees  have 
been  modified  to  meet  many,  but  not  all,  objections.  The  delineation  of  what 
constitutes  unreasonable  age  discrimination  is  so  imprecise  that  it  gives  little 
guidance  in  the  development  of  regulations  to  prohibit  such  discrimination. 
Also,  the  provisions  raise  a  question  on  the  extent  to  which  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment should  seek  to  regulate  private  activity,  particularly  without  holding  hear- 
ings to  permit  affected  persons  and  institutions  to  be  heard. 

The  bill  does  provide,  however,  for  study  of  the  problems  of  age  discrimination 
by  the  Commission  on  Civil  Rights,  and  allows  for  these  issues  to  be  discussed 
thoroughly.  I  urge  the  Congress  to  reconsider  these  problems. 

At  a  time  when  we  are  struggling  to  restrain  growth  in  the  Federal  budget,  I 
am  not  pleased  to  see  the  high  authorization  levels  included  in  this  bill.  The 
authorization  for  social  service  programs  for  fiscal  year  1976,  for  example,  is  al- 
most twice  that  of  my  budget  request.  I  am  confident  the  Members  of  the  Con- 
gress share  my  concern  about  the  impact  of  inflation  on  the  elderly.  I  look 
forward  to  working  with  the  Congress  in  determining  appropriations  levels  for 
this  act  which  will  be  adequate,  equitable,  and  not  inflationary. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  3922,  is  Public  Law  94-135  (89  Stat.  713). 
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Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  the  Agreement  on  the 
Conservation  of  Polar  Bears.     November  29 ,  1975 

[Dated  November  28, 1975.    Released  November  29,  1975] 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  pleased  to  transmit  for  the  Senate's  advice  and  consent  to  ratification 
the  Agreement  on  the  Conservation  of  Polar  Bears,  done  at  Oslo,  November  15, 
1973. 

I  am  also  transmitting,  for  the  information  of  the  Senate,  the  report  of  the 
Department  of  State  v^ith  respect  to  the  agreement. 

This  agreement,  negotiated  by  the  five  circumpolar  nations,  the  United  States, 
Canada,  Denmark,  Norway  and  the  Soviet  Union,  provides  a  plan  of  protec- 
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tion  for  polar  bears  consisting  of  a  prohibition  of  hunting,  kilHng  or  capturing 
the  mammals  subject  to  specified  exceptions.  It  also  provides  for  the  countries 
involved  to  cooperate  and  consult  Wixh  each  other  on  research  involving  man- 
agement and  conservation  of  polar  bears. 

This  agreement  implements  one  of  the  mandates  of  the  Marine  Mammal 
Protection  Act  of  1972  which,  in  Section  108,  calls  for  development  of  bilateral 
or  multilateral  agreements  for  the  protection  of  marine  mammals,  including 
polar  bears.  No  legislation  is  necessary  to  implement  the  agreement,  since  the 
protections  of  the  Marine  Mammal  Protection  Act  of  1972  exceed  the  require- 
ments of  the  agreement. 

In  addition  to  being  the  first  international  agreement  to  focus  on  the  con- 
servation of  polar  bears,  this  agreement  is  the  first  to  be  negotiated  by  the  circum- 
polar  nations  exclusively.  I  recommend  that  the  Senate  give  early  and  favorable 
consideration  to  this  agreement. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

November  28, 1975. 

note:  The  agreement  and  accompanying  papers  are  printed  in  Senate  Executive  I  (94th  Cong.,  1st  sess.). 
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Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  a  Protocol  to  the 

Inter- American  Treaty  of  Reciprocal  Assistance  (Rio  Treaty). 

November  29,  1973 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  transmitting  for  the  Senate's  advice  and  consent  to  ratification  the 
Protocol  of  Amendment  to  the  Inter-American  Treaty  of  Reciprocal  Assistance 
(Rio  Treaty)  signed  at  San  Jose  July  26,  1975.  I  also  am  transmitting,  for  the 
information  of  the  Senate,  the  report  of  the  Department  of  State  w^ith  respect  to 
the  Protocol. 

The  signing  of  the  Protocol  of  San  Jose  v^as  a  major  development  for  the  Inter- 
American  System  and  a  reaffirmation  of  the  importance  of  our  ow^n  relationship 
v^ith  the  countries  of  Latin  America.  The  Amendments,  taken  as  a  w^hole,  do  not 
alter  the  Rio  Treaty's  fundamental  thrust;  rather,  they  are  for  the  most  part 
constructive  changes  w^hich  v^ill  make  the  Treaty  more  flexible  and  politically 
viable  in  the  years  ahead. 
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The  San  Jose  Conference  of  Plenipotentiaries  for  the  amendment  of  the  Rio 
Treaty  constituted  the  final  step  in  a  process  which  began  in  April  1973  when 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Organization  of  American  States,  with  the  support 
of  the  United  States,  began  an  effort  aimed  at  modernizing  the  instruments  of  the 
Inter-American  System  so  as  to  make  them  more  responsive  to  today's  needs. 
The  Protocol  thus  represents  the  end  product  of  a  conceptual  and  drafting 
process  which  began  more  than  two  years  ago. 

The  most  significant  changes  embodied  in  the  Protocol  in  the  Rio  Treaty  are 
(1)  a  provision  for  lifting  sanctions  by  majority  vote  rather  than  the  two-thirds 
vote  required  for  all  other  decisions  under  the  Treaty;  (2)  specific  provision  for 
non-binding  recommendations  and  for  conciliatory  and  peace-making  steps  as 
well  as  for  binding  measures;  (3)  a  narrowing  of  the  geographic  area  in  which 
the  "attack  against  one,  attack  against  all"  applies,  eliminating  Greenland  and 
some  high  seas  areas,  and  limiting  its  applicability  to  attacks  against  other  states 
parties  (instead  of  all  "American  states");  (4)  the  incorporation  of  a  more 
complete  definition  of  aggression  than  appeared  in  the  original  treaty,  following 
the  lines  of  the  definition  approved  in  1974  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
United  Nations;  and  (5)  the  addition  of  an  article  providing  that  "collective 
economic  security"  shall  be  guaranteed  by  a  special  treaty  (a  provision  to  which 
the  United  States  submitted  a  reservation  at  the  time  of  signature).  While  the 
inclusion  of  an  article  on  collective  economic  security  represents  an  unfortunate 
detraction  from  the  Protocol's  balance  and  good  sense,  on  the  whole,  the  amend- 
ments improve  this  basic  instrument  of  inter-American  security  and  peace- 
keeping. 

It  is  significant  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  United  States  that  many  other 
proposed  changes  were  not  embodied  in  the  Protocol.  For  example,  a  proposal 
supported  by  some  that  would  have  limited  the  "attack  against  one,  attack 
against  all"  concept  to  attacks  coming  from  within  the  hemisphere  was  soundly 
defeated.  Similarly,  efforts  to  limit  the  authority  of  the  Organ  of  Consultation 
to  deal  with  a  broad  range  of  acts  which  could  endanger  the  peace  of  America 
were  unsuccessful.  The  result,  in  our  view,  was  a  reaffirmation  of  the  basic 
principles  of  the  Rio  Treaty  rather  than  a  weakening  of  them.  Nevertheless, 
I  beUeve  the  protection  of  interests  of  the  United  States  with  respect  to  its  posi- 
tion on  the  concept  of  collective  economic  security  requires  a  formal  reservation 
to  that  Article  when  the  United  States  deposits  its  instrument  of  ratification, 
along  the  Hues  of  the  reservation  made  at  the  time  of  signing. 

The  various  amendments  to  the  Treaty  are  dealt  with  in  detail  in  the  enclosed 
report  by  the  Department  of  State  and  the  summary  of  amendments. 
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I  strongly  believe  that  it  is  in  the  national  interest  of  the  United  States  to 
ratify  the  proposed  amendments.  I  therefore  urge  that  the  Senate  give  its  advice 
and  consent  to  ratification  by  the  United  States  of  the  Amendment  to  the  Rio 
Treaty  contained  in  this  Protocol,  and  that  it  do  so  as  promptly  as  possible  con- 
sistent with  its  constitutional  responsibilities. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

The  White  House, 
November  29,  1975. 

note:  The  protocol  and  accompanying  papers  are  printed  in  Senate  Executive  J  (94th  Cong.,  1st  sess.). 
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Veto  of  a  Bill  To  Provide  for  the  Protection  of  Foreign 
Diplomatic  Missions.     November  29 9  1975 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  am  returning,  without  my  approval,  H.R.  12,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  pro- 
tection of  foreign  diplomatic  missions  and  to  increase  the  size  of  the  Executive 
Protective  Service. 

I  am  in  agreement  with  the  primary  objective  of  H.R.  12 — to  increase  the 
size  of  the  Executive  Protective  Service  to  enable  it  to  more  effectively  fulfill 
its  responsibility  under  current  law.  I  am  also  mindful  of  the  need  to  assure 
adequate  protection  of  foreign  diplomats  and  missions.  However,  I  am  unable 
to  sign  this  bill  because  it  would  unwisely  extend  the  purpose  and  functions  of 
the  Executive  Protective  Service  and  would  create  a  precedent  that  could  erode 
current  and  proper  distinctions  between  Federal  and  local  law  enforcement 
responsibilities. 

Protection  of  foreign  diplomatic  officials  and  missions  is  an  established  part 
of  the  overall  responsibility  of  local  law  enforcement  agencies  to  protect  in- 
dividuals and  property  within  their  respective  jurisdictions.  The  conditions 
under  which  EPS  personnel  could  be  assigned  outside  the  Washington,  D.C., 
area  under  the  enrolled  bill  are  unwarranted  and  unwise.  Although  I  reahze 
that  the  Congress  has  limited  these  circumstances  to  only  seven  metropolitan 
areas  and  to  situations  of  extraordinary  protective  need,  I  am  concerned  that 
this  bill  would  be  but  a  first  step  toward  a  permanent  and  wider  expansion  of 
the  role  of  EPS  nationally. 
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When  the  Congress  enacted  Public  Law  91-217,  which  estabUshed  the  EPS 
in  1970  and  authorized  the  President  to  assign  officers  of  the  Service  to  areas 
outside  Washington,  D.C.,  on  a  case-by-case  basis  to  safeguard  foreign  missions, 
it  made  its  intention  clear  concerning  the  wise  exercise  of  that  authority.  The 
House  Committee  on  Public  Works  in  its  report  on  that  legislation  emphasized 
that: 

"This  authority  extends  only  to  situations  of  extraordinary  gravity,  where  the 
local  police  force  is  totally  incapable  of  providing  a  level  of  protection  deemed 
essential  to  the  international  integrity  of  the  U.S.,  or  where  the  protection  of 
the  President  himself,  for  example,  would  be  involved.  This  additional  authority 
is  not,  and  may  not  be  construed  to  be,  a  substitute  for  the  responsibility  of  local 
police  forces  to  provide  protection  for  consulates,  the  United  Nations,  and  similar 
foreign  delegations  within  the  U.S."  (House  Committee  on  Public  Works  report 
on  H.R.  14944,  December  8, 1969). 

I  agree  fully  with  that  statement. 

H.R.  12  would  also  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  reimburse  State 
and  local  governments  for  provision  of  protective  and  other  services  to  foreign 
missions  and  visiting  officials,  in  lieu  of  providing  those  services  directly  by  the 
Executive  Protective  Service.  A  maximum  of  $3.5  million  annually  would  be 
authorized  to  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose.  This  authority,  too,  would  set 
an  unwise  and  potentially  very  expensive  precedent.  It  would  inevitably  lead 
to  pressures  to  reimburse  State  and  local  governments  for  other  local  services 
provided  to  foreign  missions  and  perhaps  even  for  protection  of  the  President 
and  Presidential  candidates.  Moreover,  reimbursements  to  State  and  local  gov- 
ernments for  protective  assistance,  which  is  a  historic  part  of  their  duty  under 
our  Federal  system  of  government,  are  contrary  to  the  cooperative  nature  of 
law  enforcement  in  the  United  States. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

November  29,  1975. 

note:  The  House  of  Representatives  reconsidered  H.R.  12  on  January  20,  1976,  and  the  bill  was  referred 
to  committee. 
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Remarks  on  Departure  for  the  Far  East. 
November  29,  1975 

Good  morning. 

Three  times  in  our  generation,  wars  in  Asia  disturbed  the  peace  of  the  world 
and  drew  America  into  serious  conflict.  On  this  Thanksgiving  weekend,  we 
give  thanks  that  America— and  Asia— are  at  peace. 

Today  I  begin  a  mission  to  Asia  to  consolidate  that  peace  and  to  visit  our  two 
newest  States,  Alaska  and  Hawaii,  which  are  most  mindful  of  the  importance 
of  peace  in  the  Pacific. 

I  am  traveling  to  die  People's  Republic  of  China  to  strengthen  our  new  rela- 
tionship with  that  great  nation  from  whom  we  were  isolated,  in  mutual 
suspicion,  for  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Stability  in  Asia  and  international 
security  benefit  from  this  new  relationship  of  mutual  respect  that  we  are  devel- 
oping between  the  United  States  and  the  People's  Republic  of  China.  We  will 
stand  for  our  own  views,  as  we  always  have.  But  we  will  seek,  in  the  American 
tradition,  to  foster  mutual  understanding. 

I  will  also  visit  two  important  friends  in  Asia:  the  Philippines,  one  of  our 
oldest  partners,  an  ally  which  symbolizes  America's  historic  link  and  commit- 
ment to  Asia,  and  Indonesia,  a  nation  of  120  million  people,  a  good  friend  of 
the  United  States,  and  a  country  of  tremendous  potential  and  importance. 

As  I  did  last  year  on  my  visits  to  Japan  and  the  Republic  of  Korea,  I  will 
reaffirm  America's  undiminished  interest  in  the  security  and  the  well-being  of 
Asia.  That  vast  region  is  of  vital  importance  to  us  and  to  the  world. 

I  will  bring  to  the  people  of  Asia  the  good  wishes  and  the  friendship  of  the 
American  people. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:10  a.m.  at  Andrews  Air  Force  Base,  Md. 
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Remarks  on  Arrival  at  Fairbanks,  Alaska. 
November  29,  1975 

Senator  Ted  Stevens,  Governor  Hammond,  Senator  Gravel,  Congressman 
Young,  Secretary  Kissinger,  Mayor  Giliam,  Mayor  Carlson,  General  Hill,  hon- 
ored guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

On  behalf  of  Betty  and  myself,  let  me  thank  you  all  for  your  very  generous 
and  very  enthusiastic  greeting.  I  can  assure  you  it  is  a  moment  that  we  will  both 
long  remember.  I  don't  care  what  the  temperature  is  outside,  your  welcome  has 
brought  us  all  the  warmth  we  need.  And  I  thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Let  me  also  thank  the  men  and  women  of  Eielson  Air  Force  Base  for  their 
very  gracious  hospitality.  Frankly,  we  are  just  a  little  awed  by  the  sheer  size 
of  this  building.  I  always  knew  Alaska  was  big,  but  up  until  now  I  never  realized 
how  much  of  it  was  inside.  {Laughter'] 

But  I  found  in  my  various  trips  to  Alaska  that  your  State  and  all  of  its  people 
are  very  impressive.  America  will  soon  get  a  lot  of  its  oil  from  Alaska's  North 
Slope,  and  as  everybody  in  this  audience  knows,  when  it  comes  to  baseball, 
America  gets  a  lot  of  its  great  players  right  here  in  Fairbanks.  What  is  the  name 
of  that  team — the  Alaska  Gold  Fanners  ?  [Laughter'] 

I  visited  Alaska  just  a  little  over  a  year  ago  on  a  previous  trip  to  the  Pacific 
region.  This  obviously  doesn't  make  me  a  "sourdough,"  but  I  am  no  newcomer 
to  the  knowledge  that  this  great  land,  a  part  of  another  great  land,  the  United 
States  of  America,  is  an  inspiring  and  shining  northern  star  in  our  constellation 
of  stars. 

This  visit  gives  us  all  a  great  farewell  boost  on  our  way  to  the  People's  Repub- 
lic of  China,  Indonesia,  and  the  Philippines.  It  was  just  last  November  when 
Alaska  gave  us  a  grand  sendoff  for  a  very  successful  trip  to  Japan,  to  the  Repub- 
lic of  Korea,  and  the  Soviet  Union. 

That  visit  did  much  to  advance  the  cause  of  peace.  In  the  year  that  followed, 
we  have  come  a  long  way  as  a  nation.  The  United  States  has  moved  forward  to 
stabilize  our  domestic  economy  and  our  national  self-confidence  as  well  as  our 
international  relations. 

Your  State,  determined  to  help  America  become  self-sufficient  in  energy,  is  in 
the  forefront  of  our  national  revival.  I  commend  Alaska  for  its  determination  to 
help  achieve  energy  independence  for  all  of  us  in  the  United  States.  And  we 
thank  you  for  it. 
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The  hardy  people  of  Alaska  and  the  alert  Armed  Forces  stationed  in  this 
strategic  area  are  a  source  of  great  reassurance  to  all  Americans.  Let  me  reassure 
you  on  this  occasion  that  this  Administration,  while  striving  to  preserve  w^orld 
peace,  remains  aw^are  that  the  best  insurance  for  peace  is  the  United  States 
military  powder  second  to  none. 

There  w^ill  be  no  slackening  of  support  for  a  first-rate  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force, 
Marine  Corps,  and  Coast  Guard.  We  are  vitally  interested  in  the  defense  of 
Alaska.  Your  defense  right  here  is  our  defense  in  the  Lov^er  48.  Worldv^ide 
diplomacy  would  not  be  credible  without  a  credible  military  force,  both  in  sub- 
stance as  well  as  in  perception. 

It  is  appropriate  to  stop  here  enroute  to  China.  Alaskans  are  devoted  to  peace. 
Just  as  Alaska  adjoins  Asia,  America's  interests  are  linked  to  Asia.  You  know 
and  I  know  that  we  must  keep  the  Pacific  peaceful. 

There  are  fundamental  differences  between  the  American  and  Chinese 
societies.  We  may  not  agree  on  some  issues,  but  we  found  an  important  area  of 
common  ground.  Our  mutual  opposition  to  military  expansion  in  Asia  is  basic. 
So  is  our  pledge  of  noninterference  in  the  internal  affairs  of  other  nations.  I  will 
seek  to  strengthen  these  understandings  and  to  further  advance  a  relationship 
based  upon  mutual  respect  and  mutual  accommodation. 

Alaskans — some  may  not  remember  here — experienced  foreign  invasion  in 
World  War  II.  You  know,  as  a  result,  better  than  most  Americans  how  critical 
a  strong  national  defense  is  to  American  security. 

Let  me  assure  you  we  will  be  resolute  in  the  pursuit  of  peace,  but  we  will 
never  forget  that  freedom  and  independence  come  first  and  foremost. 

Freedom  and  independence  are  precious  to  all  Americans,  but  the  words  have 
a  very  special  meaning  to  Alaskans.  Up  here  when  you  come  in  you  can  vividly 
feel  America's  greatness,  the  sense  of  a  fantastic  potential  not  yet  realized,  a 
frontier  that  you  fought  to  protect,  a  pioneer  spirit  is  today  not  only  alive  but 
growing  in  Alaska.  The  oil  which  will  flow  gives  your  State  an  entirely  and 
totally  new  dimension. 

We  have  become  unacceptably  dependent  on  other  nations  for  oil  that  is  our 
economic  lifeblood.  Americans  became  painfully  aware  of  our  dependence  on 
foreign  oil  when  an  embargo  followed  the  1973  war  in  the  Middle  East.  Long 
lines  at  service  stations  and  soaring  utility  bills  brought  home  the  personal  hard- 
ships which  oil  dependence  imposes. 

Even  more  chilling  was  the  impact  on  our  national  economy,  the  loss  of  $20 
billion  in  the  gross  national  product,  unemployment  for  more  than  a  half  a 
million  Americans,  and  pressures  toward  a  national  recession.  We  are  deter- 
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mined  to  liberate  ourselves  from  this  threat.  We  cannot  afford  it  now  or  in  the 
future. 

In  our  vast  Alaskan  reserves,  we  have  the  means  to  help  accomplish  the  goal 
of  energy  independence.  We  have  the  physical  resources,  the  economic  resources, 
the  ingenuity,  and  the  national  will.  All  of  our  natural  resources — oil  and  oil 
shale,  natural  gas,  coal,  uranium — and  all  of  our  technological  capability  must 
be  fully  utilized  if  we  are  to  stop  depending  on  unreliable  foreign  suppliers  of 
energy  for  the  United  States. 

The  liquid  gold  which  will  flow  from  Alaska's  North  Slope  to  the  rest  of  the 
country  will  have  a  tremendous  impact  on  the  Alaskan  economy,  yes,  and  that 
of  our  entire  Nation.  Alaskan  oil  is  closer  to  making  a  significant  contribution 
to  our  national  energy  supplies  than  any  other  single  source  of  energy. 

I  was  delighted  when  the  pipeline  portion  of  the  project  for  tapping  Alaska's 
oil  reached  its  halfway  mark  last  October.  And  I  am  told  it  is  ahead  of  schedule, 
and  we  are  all  deeply  grateful. 

I  wish  I  could  report  that  all  aspects  of  our  energy  program  were  moving  as 
quickly.  But  let  me  add,  we  are  making  headway  and  we  are  going  to  achieve 
energy  sufficiency  and  energy  independence  for  214  million  Americans. 

Today,  it  will  be  my  good  fortune  to  tour  a  part  of  the  pipeline,  to  get  a  first- 
hand look  at  your  accomplishments.  And  I  look  forward  to  seeing  the  largest 
privately  financed  construction  project,  as  Senator  Stevens  said,  in  world  history. 

We  expect  that  oil  to  flow  through  the  pipeline  by  the  middle  of  1977,  about 
19  months  from  now.  By  the  end  of  1977,  the  daily  flow  will  reach  1.2  million 
barrels.  This  is  more  than  one-eighth  of  all  domestic  crude  oil  production  ex- 
pected at  that  date.  By  1980,  the  Alaskan  North  Slope  could  deliver  2  million 
barrels  per  day.  And  that  would  be  20  percent  of  America's  total  national  crude 
production.  When  your  oil  production  reaches  that  level,  America  will  save,  at 
today's  prices,  at  least  $25  million  each  day  in  payments  for  foreign  oil.  Alaskan 
oil  will  reduce  the  loss  of  dollars  to  foreign  oil  producers  by  nearly  $10  billion 
each  year  by  1980. 

There  will  be  a  huge  economic  benefit  for  the  entire  United  States,  and 
especially  for  Alaska.  Crude  oil  produced  in  Alaska  last  year  was  valued  at 
nearly  $350  million.  Last  year's  70  million  barrels  of  oil  from  Alaskan  wells 
was  only  one-tenth  of  the  production  expected  from  the  North  Slope  in  1980. 
Imagine  the  revenue — I  am  sure  you  will  appreciate  it.  Governor — when  oil 
begins  to  flow  through  that  pipeline. 

The  influx  of  workers  to  your  State  has  been  dramatic.  Last  September,  the 
total  labor  force  amounted  to  some  21,000.  The  payroll  obviously  invigorated 
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Alaska's  economy.  Of  course,  there  have  been  problems  in  absorbing  so  many 
newcomers  from  the  Lower  48,  but  you  have  done  a  splendid  job.  And  by  any 
standard  the  benefits  far,  far  outweigh  the  disadvantages.  When  the  pipeline  is 
completed,  oil  tax  revenues  will  greatly  benefit  all  the  citizens  of  Alaska  and 
stimulate  your  entire  economy. 

It  doesn't  take  a  great  deal  of  reading  to  know  that  your  State  is  blessed  with 
many  priceless  natural  resources.  Now,  some  feared — and  I  think  it  was  under- 
standable— that  the  pipeline  would  destroy  this  great  environment  that  you 
have  in  the  State  of  Alaska.  Actually,  by  a  fair  appraisal,  the  pipeline  has  proven 
to  be  an  outstanding  example  of  how  our  ecology  can  be  preserved  while  energy 
needs  are  met.  We  can — yes,  we  must— have  both  a  decent  environment  on  the 
one  hand  and  decent  energy  on  the  other,  and  we  will. 

The  example  that  you  have  set  in  Alaska  has  convinced  me  and,  I  am  sure, 
many  others  in  the  Congress  and  throughout  the  United  States  that  we  can 
have  both.  We  can  use  your  example  to  have  balanced  policies,  for  both  are  vitally 
important  to  our  future. 

Alaska's  energy  wealth  doesn't  stop  with  oil.  It  is  estimated  that  Alaska  has 
almost  32  trillion  cubic  feet  of  recoverable  natural  gas,  only  slightly  less  than 
the  total  reserves  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  I  can  assure  you  it  is  urgently  needed  in 
other  States  of  the  Union. 

In  flying  up  here,  I  had  the  privilege  of  learning  something  else — that  Alaska 
has  unbelievable  reserves  of  coal.  Yes,  our  drive  for  energy  independence  relies 
very  heavily  upon  Alaskan  oil,  gas,  and  coal  reserves.  And  all  Americans  are  very, 
very  proud  that  Alaska  has  contributed  so  much  by  accelerated  construction  of 
the  oil  pipeline.  Obviously,  your  contributions  in  the  future  will  even  be  greater. 
In  addition  to  oil  and  gas,  Alaska  will  help  to  meet  America's  critical  needs  for 
other  essential  minerals. 

I  salute  Alaska.  I  count  on  Alaska.  The  State  of  Alaska  is  separated  geograph- 
ically from  our  other  States.  It  took  us  just  a  Uttle  over  7  hours  to  fly  to  Fairbanks 
from  Washington,  D.C.  Yet,  all  of  us  in  the  Lower  48  feel  very  close  in  our  hearts 
to  the  people  of  Alaska  and  your  great  State. 

I  am  very  mindful,  as  I  stand  here  today,  of  the  pride  I  felt  some  years  ago 
when,  as  a  Member  of  the  Congress,  I  voted  for  Alaskan  statehood.  And  you 
have  never  let  me  and  those  others  who  voted  for  it  down  at  all.  We  are  very 
grateful  for  your  efforts. 

We  were  told  then,  and  it  has  been  said  many  times  since,  Alaska  is  America's 
last  real  frontier.  Your  pioneer  spirit  is  developing  not  only  our  natural  resources 
but  vital  human  resources. 
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All  America  benefits  from  your  many,  many,  many  achievements.  We,  as 
fellow  Americans,  are  proud,  appreciative,  and  most  grateful. 
Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:48  a.m.  in  the  Big  of   Fairbanks -North   Star   Borough,   and   Lt.   Gen. 

Hangar  at  Eielson  Air  Force  Base.  In  his  opening  James  E.  Hill,  USAF,  Commander,   Alaskan  Air 

remarks,  he  referred  to  Donald  E.  Giliam,  mayor  of  Command. 
Kenai  Peninsula  Borough,  John  A.  Carlson,  mayor 
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Remarks  at  a  Birthday  Party  for  Senator  Ted  Stevens  in 
Anchorage,  Alaska,     November  29 ^  1915 

IT  IS  a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  for  me  to  be  here  in  Anchorage  and  to  par- 
ticipate along  with  Governor  Hammond,  Congressman  Don  Young,  Secretary 
Kissinger,  Mayor  Sullivan,  Betty,  Susan,  Mr.  Tobin,  and  all  of  you  honored 
guests,  and  of  course,  my  old  friend  Wally  Hickel.  It  is  a  very  nice  kickoff  for  the 
trip  that  w^e  are  making  to  the  Far  East. 

I  have  been  in  Alaska  a  number  of  times.  I  have  reminisced  as  I  have  traveled 
through  the  audience  here  with  some  whom  I  saw  in  1968  when  I  first  had  the 
privilege. 

I  understand  that  this  is  the  time  of  the  year  in  Anchorage  when  the  sun  rises 
at  8:40  in  the  morning,  sets  at  2:54  in  the  afternoon,  the  nights  are  18  hours 
long.  All  I  can  say:  What  a  great  place  to  have  a  party!  And  of  course,  what  a 
great  guy  to  honor  on  an  occasion  and  a  party  such  as  this.  Ted,  congratulations. 

I  can  say  from  personal  experience,  Ted  is  one  of  the  most  conscientious,  one 
of  the  most  capable,  and  one  of  the  most  astute  legislators  in  the  United  States 
Congress.  I  can  also  say  that  Ted  Stevens  is  highly  respected  on  both  sides  of 
the  aisle.  Democratic  as  well  as  Republican.  And  I  understand  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  Democrats  in  the  audience  here  tonight,  and  by  your  presence  here  tonight 
you  are  reflecting  the  views  and  attitudes  of  the  Democrats  in  the  United  States 
Senate  and  the  House,  because  they  respect  him.  They  know  he  is  a  person  of 
ability  and  fairness. 

We  are  celebrating  in  America  today,  or  soon  will  be,  I  should  say,  our  200th 
birthday,  the  16th  year  of  Alaskan  statehood,  and  Ted  Stevens'  52d  birthday. 
You  know,  that's  a  young  country,  and  it  is  a  young  State,  and  I  happen  to 
think  when  you  get  right  down  to  it,  Ted  Stevens  is  a  dynamic  young  United 
States  Senator. 

Whenever  I  want  to  get  the  lowdown  on  the  problems  or  the  issues  involving 
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Alaska,  I  go  to  Ted  in  the  United  States  Senate,  go  to  Don  Young  in  the  House 
of  Representatives.  I  get  the  benejfit  of  their  good  sound  advice.  But  I  also  get  a 
broader  perspective  than  just  the  Alaskan  point  of  viev^.  Ted  is  a  leader  in  the 
United  States  Senate,  one  of  the  legislative  leaders  of  the  Republican  Party.  And 
in  that  capacity,  as  v^ell  as  that  of  representing  all  of  you,  he  has  done  a  superb 
job,  one  of  those  in  the  forefront  of  making  it  possible  for  the  Congress  to  enact 
the  Alaskan  pipeline  legislation. 

He,  of  course,  vi^as  out  in  front  and  did  a  superb  job  in  reference  to  the  Alaska 
native  claims  settlement  legislation.  He  has  fought  hard  and  very  successfully 
in  trying  to  build  for  us — w^hen  I  say  us,  I  mean  those  of  us  in  the  Low^er  48 
as  vjtW  as  Hav^aii — a  sound  energy  pohcy.  And  that's  not  an  easy  job  w^ith  all 
the  crosscurrents  that  v^e  are  faced  w^ith  in  the  Congress  as  v^ell  as  elsew^here 
in  the  country. 

For  far  too  long  this  country  has  been  dependent  upon  unreliable  foreign 
sources  of  oil.  And  as  our  domestic  production  goes  dov^n — and  it  has  been — 
v^e  are  increasingly  dependent  upon  foreign  oil.  And  that  v^ill  be  true  until 
we  get  this  great  pipeline  that  I  had  the  privilege  of  going  out  and  seeing  this 
afternoon  up  in  Fairbanks.  But  in  the  meantime,  vjt  have  to  do  everything 
possible,  by  a  v^ide  variety  of  legislative  proposals,  to  strengthen  America's 
capabiUty  to  have  energy  sufficiency  and,  hopefully,  energy  independence.  And 
I  can  say  that  Ted  is  in  the  forefront  of  fighting  for  the  kind  of  legislation  that 
vjt  need. 

Let  me  say  this,  as  we  leave  tomorrow  for  the  trip  to  the  Pacific  area.  We  are 
leaving  tomorrow  morning  to  visit  the  People's  Republic  of  China,  Indonesia, 
and  the  Philippines,  coming  back  through  Hawaii.  I  know  that  you  in  Alaska 
have  probably  a  greater  recognition  of  the  need  and  necessity  for  the  United 
States  to  be  forward-looking,  to  have  views  that  encompass  the  views  of  those 
who  believe  that  we  have  to  live  in  a  world,  not  just  within  the  United  States. 
I  don't  beheve  that  we  have  a  trend  towards  isolationism  in  America.  And  I 
know  that  you  in  Alaska  are  those  who  are  in  the  forefront  trying  to  convince 
people  that  our  interests  are  involved  in  the  Far  East. 

Let  me  say  that  our  Asian  neighbors,  we  hope,  can  and  will  be  our  friends. 
We,  of  course,  count  Indonesia  and  we  count  the  Philippines  as  friends  of  the 
United  States.  We  are  opening,  or  have  opened  several  years  ago,  a  historic 
relationship  with  the  People's  Repubhc  of  China.  For  literally  years,  the  United 
States  and  China  were  friends.  We  had  a  period  where  that  friendship  was 
abruptly  cut  off.  But  we  are  starting  a  new  relationship.  And  with  the  800  mil- 
lion people  in  China  and  214  million  people  in  the  United  States,  there  is  no 
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reason  why  we  can't  agree  in  many  instances.  We  don't  have  the  same  poHtical 
philosophy,  but  there  is  no  reason  we  can't  work  together,  not  to  confront,  but 
to  consult.  And  it  is  in  the  best  interest  of  us,  as  well  as  those  in  China,  to 
broaden,  to  strengthen,  to  deepen  this  relationship.  And  my  purpose  in  going 
on  this  trip  is  precisely  for  that  reason.  We  have  an  interest  in  the  Pacific,  and 
we  have  an  interest  in  making  our  relationship  better  than  it  has  been  in  the  past. 

Let  me  say  that  we  have  gone  through  some  tough  days  in  the  last  few  months. 
We  had  a  setback  or  two  in  the  Far  East.  We  have  had  some  economic  problems 
at  home.  But  we  have  also  had  some  successes.  We  have  made  great  strides 
towards  peaceful  solutions  in  the  long  run  in  the  Middle  East.  We  have 
strengthened  NATO.  We  are  trying  to  build  a  better  world. 

And  I  am  an  optimist  about  the  future  of  America.  I  happen  to  believe  that 
the  cynics  and  the  skeptics  in  America  are  not  going  to  prevail.  I  believe  very 
strongly  in  our  fellow  Americans.  I  believe  in  the  kind  of  government  we  have. 
I  feel  that  working  together,  with  the  character  of  our  people  and  the  drive  and 
the  energy  and  the  leadership,  America  can  be  all  that  we  have  had  in  the  past 
and  much,  much  more. 

It  is  a  privilege  to  be  in  Alaska,  to  be  in  Fairbanks  and  in  Anchorage,  and  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  participating  in  Ted  Stevens'  52d  birthday.  You  know, 
that  isn't  so  old;  he  is  a  lot  younger  than  I  am.  So,  Ted,  we  all  wish  you  well.  I 
have  enjoyed  the  opportunity  of  being  with  you  today,  and  we  wish  you  many, 
many  more  days,  months,  and  years,  not  only  of  health  and  happiness  but  con- 
tinued good  service  in  the  United  States  Senate. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

They  suggested,  not  knowing  how  badly  I  sing,  that  I  get  all  of  you  to  sing 
"Happy  Birthday." 

[At  this  point,  the  President  led  the  crowd  in  "Happy  Birthday."'] 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:07  p.m.  in  the  Tobin,  manager  of  the  Anchorage  Daily  Times,  and 
Grand  Ballroom  at  the  Anchorage  Westward  Hotel.  Walter  J.  Hickel,  Governor  of  Alaska  1966-68  and 
In   his   opening   remarks,    he   referred    to   William       Secretary  of  the  Interior  1969-70. 
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Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on  Budget 
Rescissions  and  Deferrals.     December  1,  1975 

[Dated  November  29,  1975.    Released  December  1,  1975] 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Impoundment  Control  Act  of  1974, 1  herewith  propose 
13  new  rescissions  totalling  $838.6  million  in  budget  authority.  In  addition,  I 
am  reporting  18  new  deferrals  that  total  $253.2  million  in  budget  authority  and 
changes  to  one  deferral  previously  transmitted  that  decrease  the  budget  authority 
deferred  by  $4.1  million. 

If  we  are  to  avoid  excessive  Federal  spending,  the  kinds  of  actions  I  am  pro- 
posing today  are  essential.  I  believe  that  both  the  legislative  and  executive 
branches  must  continually  weigh  the  contribution  made  by  each  Federal  pro- 
gram against  the  limited  resources  available.  We  must  carefully  assess  new  or 
expanded  activities  before  they  are  implemented.  To  make  room  for  necessary 
new  spending,  we  must  eliminate  Federal  spending  for  programs  that  are  no 
longer  needed,  that  duplicate  other  programs,  or  that  can  be  financed  from 
other  sources. 

The  details  of  each  rescission  proposal  and  deferral  are  contained  in  the  at- 
tached reports. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

November  29, 1975. 

note:  The  attachments  detailing  the  rescissions  and  deferrals  are  printed  in  the  Federal  Register  of  Decem- 
ber 4,  1975  (40  FR  56803). 
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Toasts  of  the  President  and  Vice  Premier  Teng  Hsiao-ping 

of  the  People's  Republic  of  China  at  a  State  Banquet  in  Peking. 

December  1,  1975 

Mr.  Vice  Premier,  Mr.  Foreign  Minister,  and  all  Chinese  friends  here  tonight: 

On  behalf  of  Mrs.  Ford,  our  daughter,  the  members  of  our  family,  and  the 

people  of  the  United  States,  let  me  express  appreciation  for  your  very  friendly 
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reception.  It  is  symbolized  by  this  gracious  banquet  that  you  have  accorded  us 
tonight. 

Although  this  is  the  second  visit  by  me  to  the  People's  Republic  of  China,  it 
is  the  first  time  that  I  have  been  in  your  country  as  President  of  the  United 
States.  In  1972, 1  had  the  opportunity  to  meet  a  number  of  your  leaders,  including 
Premier  Chou  En-lai.  I  learned  something  of  their  view^s  and  saw^  the  impressive 
w^ork  of  the  people  of  China  in  developing  their  country.  And  I  recall  your 
hospitality  w^ith  great  pleasure. 

It  is  novi^  more  than  4  years  since  our  tw^o  countries  started  discussing  how^  to 
build  a  more  constructive  relationship.  Reality  and  common  necessities  brought 
us  together  in  a  bold  and  f  arsighted  move. 

In  the  Shanghai  communique,  our  tv^o  Governments  recognized  that  there 
are  essential  differences  betw^een  China  and  the  United  States  in  their  social 
systems  and  foreign  policies.  But  more  importantly,  we  also  agreed  that  the 
normalization  of  relations  w^ould  be  in  the  mutual  interests  of  our  peoples  and 
would  contribute  to  the  development  of  a  more  secure  international  order.  We 
therefore  established  certain  principles  to  guide  the  growth  of  our  relations  and 
our  approach  to  the  international  scene. 

The  moves  that  were  taken  in  1971  and  1972  by  the  leaders  of  China  and  the 
United  States  were  of  historic  significance.  And  I  take  this  occasion  to  reaffirm 
my  commitment  to  the  objectives  and  to  the  principles  that  emerged  from  those 
first  steps,  and  specifically  to  the  normalization  of  our  relations. 

Developments  since  1972  verify  the  wisdom  of  the  Shanghai  communique. 
We  still  differ  on  certain  issues,  but  we  have  progressed  toward  a  more  normal 
relationship.  Our  many  authoritative  discussions  have  enabled  our  two  nations 
to  explore  areas  of  mutual  interest  and  to  understand  each  other's  views  on  the 
issues  on  which  we  disagree. 

The  two  liaison  offices  which  we  established  in  our  respective  capitals  facil- 
itate our  contact  and  imderstanding.  The  development  of  cultural  and  scientific 
exchanges,  as  well  as  trade,  strengthens  the  ties  between  the  Chinese  and  the 
American  people. 

In  the  international  field,  we  have  a  mutual  interest  in  seeing  that  the  world  is 
not  dominated  by  military  force  or  pressure,  what  in  our  joint  statements  we 
have  called  hegemony.  In  pursuing  our  objectives,  each  of  us  will,  of  course, 
determine  our  policy  and  methods  according  to  our  differing  positions  in  the 
world  and  our  perceptions  of  our  respective  national  interests. 

In  the  past  4  years,  there  have  been  many  changes  in  the  international  situa- 
tion. The  world  confronts  us  all  with  dangers,  but  it  also  offers  opportunities. 
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The  United  States  will  strive  both  to  reduce  the  dangers  and  to  explore  new 
opportunities  for  peace  without  illusion. 

The  current  situation  requires  strength,  vigilance,  and  firmness.  But  we  will 
also  continue  our  efforts  to  achieve  a  more  peaceful  world,  even  as  we  remain 
determined  to  resist  any  actions  that  threaten  the  independence  and  well-being 
of  others. 

I  look  forward  to  our  frankand  beneficial  discussions.  We  will  explore  areas  of 
agreement  and  seek  to  foster  understanding  where  our  perspectives  differ. 

In  that  spirit,  we  remain  firmly  committed  to  the  process  of  building  a  normal 
relationship  between  our  two  countries  on  the  basis  of  the  Shanghai  communique 
and  to  enlarging  the  areas  of  cooperation  on  international  issues  of  mutual 
concern. 

So^  as  I  begin  my  visit,  I  would  like  to  propose  a  toast  to  the  health  of  Chair- 
man Mao,  to  the  health  of  Premier  Chou  En-lai,  to  the  health  of  Vice  Premier 
Teng  Hsiao-ping,  to  the  health  of  other  officials  and  friends  here  tonight,  to  the 
success  of  our  discussions  here  this  week,  and  to  the  further  development  of 
friendship  and  understanding  between  the  peoples  of  China  and  the  United 
States. 


note:  The  President  spoke  at  approximately  9  p.m. 
in  the  Great  Hall  of  the  People  in  response  to  a 
toast  proposed  by  Vice  Premier  Teng.  In  his  opening 
remarks,  he  referred  to  Foreign  Minister  Chiao 
Kuan-hua  of  the  People's  Republic  of  China. 

Vice  Premier  Teng  spoke  in  Chinese.  His  remarks 
were  translated  by  an  interpreter  as  follows: 

Mr.  President  and  Mrs.  Ford,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
comrades  and  friends: 

We  are  very  glad  today  that  President  and  Mrs. 
Ford,  traveling  thousands  of  miles  across  the  ocean, 
have  arrived  in  China  for  an  official  visit.  As  the 
Republican  leader  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Mr.  Ford  visited  China  before  in  June  1972  with 
Mrs.  Ford.  So,  they  are  already  known  to  the  Chi- 
nese people. 

At  this  banquet,  which  I  am  entrusted  by  Pre- 
mier Chou  En-lai  to  host,  I  wish  to  express  welcome 
on  behalf  of  the  Chinese  Government  to  President 
and  Mrs.  Ford  and  the  other  American  guests  ac- 
companying them  on  the  visit. 

The  Chinese  and  American  peoples  are  both  great 
peoples.  Our  two  peoples  have  always  been  friendly 
to  each  other.  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  convey  the  cordial  greetings  of  the  Chinese  peo- 
ple to  the  great  American  people. 

More  than  3  years  ago.  President  Nixon  visited 
China,  and  the  Chinese  and  American  sides  issued 
the  famous  Shanghai  communique.  This  is  a  unique 
international  document.  It  explicidy  sets  forth  the 


fundamental  differences  between  the  policies  of 
China  and  the  United  States,  which  are  determined 
by  their  different  social  systems,  and  at  the  same 
time  points  out  that  in  today's  world  our  two  coun- 
tries have  many  points  in  common. 

An  outstanding  common  point  is  that  neither 
should  seek  hegemony  and  that  each  is  opposed  to 
efForts  by  any  other  country  or  group  of  coun- 
tries to  establish  hegemony. 

The  communique  provides  the  basis  for  the  de- 
velopment of  Sino-U.S.  relations  and  indicates  its 
direction  and  goal.  Its  issuance  accords  not  only 
with  the  common  desire  of  our  two  peoples  but 
also  with  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  world. 
And  it  has  made  a  deep  impact  internationally. 

Since  the  Shanghai  communique,  there  have  been, 
on  the  whole,  an  increase  in  the  contacts  and  friend- 
ship between  our  two  peoples  and  an  improvement 
in  the  relations  between  our  two  countries. 

Since  he  took  office.  President  Ford  has  stated  more 
than  once  that  he  will  adhere  to  the  principles  of 
the  Shanghai  communique  and  work  to  promote 
Sino-U.S.  relations,  a  statement  which  we  welcome. 
To  realize  the  normalization  of  relations  between 
our  two  countries  conforms  to  the  common  desire 
of  the  Chinese  and  American  peoples. 

We  believe  that,  so  long  as  the  principles  of  the 
Shanghai  communique  are  earnestly  observed,  this 
desire  will  eventually  be  realized  through  the  joint 
efforts  of  our  two  sides. 
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At  present,  a  more  important  question  confronts 
the  Chinese  and  American  peoples — that  of  the  in- 
ternational situation.  Our  basic  view  is:  There  is 
great  disorder  under  heaven,  and  the  situation  is 
excellent.  The  basic  contradictions  in  the  world  are 
sharpening  daily.  The  factors  for  both  revolution 
and  war  are  clearly  increasing. 

Countries  want  independence,  nations  want  lib- 
eration, and  the  people  want  revolution.  This  tor- 
rential tide  of  our  time  is  mounting.  In  particular, 
the  Third  World  has  emerged  and  grown  in  strength 
and  has  become  a  force  that  is  playing  an  important 
role  in  the  international  arena,  a  force  that  must  not 
be  neglected. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  contention  for  world 
hegemony  is  intensifying,  and  strategically,  Europe 
is  the  focus  of  this  contention.  Such  continued  con- 
tention is  bound  to  lead  to  a  new  world  war. 

This  is  independent  of  man's  will.  Today,  it  is 
the  country  which  most  zealously  preaches  peace 
that  is  the  most  dangerous  source  of  war.  Rhetoric 
about  detente  cannot  cover  up  the  stark  reality  of 
the  growing  danger  of  war. 

The  wind  sweeping  through  the  tower  heralds 
a  rising  storm  in  the  mountains.  The  wind  is  blow- 
ing harder  and  harder,  and  nothing  can  prevent 
the  storm.  In  the  face  of  this  international  situation, 
the  crucial  point  is  what  line  and  policy  to  pursue. 

We  consider  that  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the  people 
of  the  world  to  point  out  the  source  and  danger  of 
the  war,  dispel  illusions  of  peace,  fully  arouse  the 
people,  make  all  preparations,  unite  with  all  the 


forces  that  can  be  united  with,  and  wage  a  tit-for-tat 
struggle. 

Hegemonism  is  not  to  be  afraid  of.  It  is  weak  by 
nature.  It  bullies  the  soft  and  fears  the  tough.  Its 
expansion  in  all  parts  of  the  world  bears  the  seed  of 
defeat.  The  outcome  of  a  war  is  decided  by  the 
people,  not  by  one  or  two  new  types  of  weapon. 

In  this  regard,  the  consistent  policy  of  the  Chinese 
Government  and  people  is  dig  tunnels  deep,  store 
grain  everywhere,  and  never  seek  hegemony.  We 
base  ourselves  on  independence,  self-reliance,  and 
millet,  plus  rifles. 

The  people  are  the  makers  of  history.  Mankind 
always  advances  in  storm  and  stress.  The  road  is 
tortuous,  the  future  is  bright.  We  are  full  of  optimism 
and  confidence  in  the  future  of  mankind. 

President  Ford's  visit  to  China  is  a  major  event  in 
the  present  international  relations.  It  is  beneficial  for 
leaders  of  the  two  countries  to  have  a  direct  exchange 
of  views  on  issues  of  mutual  interest.  We  wish  Presi- 
dent Ford  a  successful  visit. 

In  conclusion  I  propose  a  toast  to  the  friendship 
between  the  Chinese  and  American  peoples,  to  the 
health  of  President  and  Mrs.  Ford,  to  the  health  of 
the  other  American  guests,  and  to  the  health  of  all 
comrades  and  friends  present  here. 


On  the  following  day,  the  President  went  to  the 
Great  Hall  of  the  People  in  the  morning  for  a  meet- 
ing with  Vice  Premier  Teng.  In  the  afternoon,  he 
met  with  Chairman  Mao  Tse-tung  at  his  residence. 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Education  for  All  Handicapped 
Children  Act  of  1975.     December  2,  1975 

I  HAVE  approved  S.  6,  the  Education  for  All  Handicapped  Children  Act  of 
1975. 

Unfortunately,  this  bill  promises  more  than  the  Federal  Government  can 
deliver,  and  its  good  intentions  could  be  thwarted  by  the  many  unwise  provi- 
sions it  contains.  Everyone  can  agree  with  the  objective  stated  in  the  title  of  this 
bill — educating  all  handicapped  children  in  our  Nation.  The  key  question  is 
whether  the  bill  will  really  accomplish  that  objective. 

Even  the  strongest  supporters  of  this  measure  know  as  well  as  I  that  they  are 
falsely  raising  the  expectations  of  the  groups  affected  by  claiming  authorization 
levels  which  are  excessive  and  unrealistic. 

Despite  my  strong  support  for  full  educational  opportunities  for  our  handi- 
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capped  children,  the  funding  levels  proposed  in  this  bill  will  simply  not  be 
possible  if  Federal  expenditures  are  to  be  brought  under  control  and  a  balanced 
budget  achieved  over  the  next  few^  years. 

There  are  other  features  in  the  bill  v^hich  I  believe  to  be  objectionable  and 
which  should  be  changed.  It  contains  a  vast  array  of  detailed,  complex,  and  costly 
administrative  requirements  which  would  unnecessarily  assert  Federal  control 
over  traditional  State  and  local  government  functions.  It  establishes  complex 
requirements  under  which  tax  dollars  would  be  used  to  support  administrative 
paperwork  and  not  educational  programs.  Unfortunately,  these  requirements 
will  remain  in  effect  even  though  the  Congress  appropriates  far  less  than  the 
amounts  contemplated  in  S.  6. 

Fortunately,  since  the  provisions  of  this  bill  will  not  become  fully  effective  until 
fiscal  year  1978,  there  is  time  to  revise  the  legislation  and  come  up  with  a  program 
that  is  effective  and  realistic.  I  will  work  with  the  Congress  to  use  this  time  to 
design  a  program  which  will  recognize  the  proper  Federal  role  in  helping  States 
and  localities  fulfill  their  responsibilities  in  educating  handicapped  children.  The 
Administration  will  send  amendments  to  the  Congress  that  will  accomplish  this 
purpose. 

note:  As  enacted,  S.  6,  approved  November  29,  1975,  is  Public  Law  94-142  (89  Stat.  773). 
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Toasts  of  the  President  and  Vice  Premier  Teng  of  the  People's 
Republic  of  China  at  a  Banquet  in  Peking  Honoring  the 
Vice  Premier.     December  4,  1975 

Mr.  Vice  Premier,  Mr.  Foreign  Minister,  and  our  Chinese  friends  here  this 
evening: 

On  behalf  of  Mrs.  Ford  and  all  the  Americans  present,  I  extend  to  each  and 
every  one  of  you  a  very,  very  w^arm  v^elcome. 

Tomorrow^  morning  we  leave  China  with  many  regrets.  It  has  been  a  signifi- 
cant visit.  The  wide-ranging  talks  that  I  have  held  with  Chairman  Mao  and 
with  Vice  Premier  Teng  have  been  friendly,  candid,  substantial,  and  construc- 
tive. We  discussed  our  differences,  which  are  natural  in  a  relationship  between 
two  countries  whose  ideologies,  societies,  and  circumstances  diverge.  But  we  also 
confirmed  that  we  have  important  points  in  common. 

We  reviewed  our  bilateral  relationship.  The  visit  confirmed  that  although 
our  relations  are  not  yet  normalized,  they  are  good.  They  will  be  gradually 
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improved  because  we  both  believe  that  a  strengthening  of  our  ties  benefits  our 
tv^o  peoples.  I  am  confident  that  through  our  mutual  efforts  v^e  can  continue  to 
build  a  relationship  which  advances  the  national  interests  of  the  United  States 
and  the  People's  Republic  of  China.  In  our  talks,  I  reaffirmed  that  the  United 
States  is  committed  to  complete  the  normalization  of  relations  with  the  People's 
Republic  of  China  on  the  basis  of  the  Shanghai  communique. 

Our  bilateral  ties  are  very  important.  But  both  of  us  attach  even  greater 
significance  to  the  international  aspects  of  our  relationship.  It  was  certain  com- 
mon perceptions  and  common  interests  which  brought  our  countries  together  4 
years  ago. 

Among  these  is  our  agreement  not  to  seek  hegemony  over  others  and  our 
fundamental  opposition  to  the  efforts  of  others  to  impose  hegemony  in  any 
part  of  the  world.  This  reflects  the  realism  which  is  a  hallmark  of  our  relation- 
ship. And  realism  is  a  firmer  basis  than  sentiment  for  sound  and  durable  ties. 

It  is  only  natural  that  the  People's  Republic  of  China  and  the  United  States 
will  follow  their  own  policies  and  tactics,  governed  by  their  perceptions  of  their 
own  national  interests. 

The  United  States  is  firmly  dedicated  to  an  international  order  of  peace, 
justice,  and  prosperity  for  all.  The  task  which  confronts  us — which  confronts  all 
peoples  of  the  world — is  not  easy.  It  requires  both  firmness  of  principle  and 
tactics  adapted  to  particular  circumstances. 

It  requires  national  strength  and  the  will  to  use  it,  as  well  as  prudence  to 
avoid  unnecessary  conflict.  It  requires  acceptance  of  peaceful  change  to  accom- 
modate human  aspirations  for  progress.  All  must  help  to  build  a  durable  and 
equitable  international  system,  though  inevitably  contributions  will  often  be 
diverse. 

I  believe  that  our  discussions  this  week  have  significantly  promoted  those 
objectives  we  share  concerning  both  bilateral  relations  and  the  international 
scene.  They  will  benefit  our  two  peoples,  as  well  as  the  peoples  of  the  world. 

In  closing,  I  wish  to  express  the  sincere  appreciation  of  Mrs.  Ford  and  myself, 
and  all  of  those  traveling  with  us,  for  the  very  warm  hospitality  that  we  have 
received. 

Mr.  Vice  Premier,  I  hope  that  you  will  convey  my  personal  thanks  to  all  who 
have  helped  to  make  our  visit  so  pleasurable. 

I  ask  all  of  you  to  join  me  in  a  toast  to  the  health  of  Chairman  Mao,  to  the 
health  of  Premier  Chou  En-lai,  to  the  health  of  Vice  Premier  Teng  Hsiao-ping, 
to  the  health  of  all  Chinese  friends  here  tonight,  and  to  the  friendship  between 
the  American  and  the  Chinese  people. 
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note:  The  President  spoke  at  8  p.m.  in  the  Great 
Hall  of  the  People. 

Vice  Premier  Teng  spoke  in  Chinese.  His  response 
was  translated  by  an  interpreter  as  follows : 

Mr.  President  and  Mrs.  Ford,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  comrades  and  friends: 

President  Ford  will  conclude  his  visit  to  China 
tomorrow.  Here,  on  behalf  of  my  Chinese  colleagues 
present,  I  would  like  to  thank  President  Ford  for 
giving  this  banquet  on  the  eve  of  his  departure. 

In  the  last  few  days,  our  two  sides  have  held  sev- 
eral beneficial  talks  on  matters  of  mutual  interest. 
What  is  particularly  important,  Chairman  Mao  Tse- 
tung  had  an  earnest  and  significant  conversation  with 
President  Ford  on  wide-ranging  issues  in  a  friendly 
atmosphere. 

China  and  the  United  States  have  different  social 
systems,  our  two  sides  have  different  ideologies,  and 
naturally  there  are  differences  of  principle  between 
us.  At  the  same  time,  in  the  present  international 
situation,  our  two  countries  face  problems  of  mutual 
concern  and  share  many  common  points. 

The  direct  exchange  of  views  between  the  leaders 
of  our  two  countries  on  this  occasion  helps  to  in- 
crease mutual  understanding  and  serves  to  promote 
efforts  by  both  the  Chinese  and  American  sides  to- 


ward the  direction  and  goal  defined  in  the  Shanghai 
communique. 

Both  sides  agree  that  the  Shanghai  communique 
is  a  document  of  historic  significance  and  constitutes 
the  basis  of  Sino-U.S.  relations.  As  facts  prove,  it 
remains  full  of  vitality  today. 

President  and  Mrs.  Ford  and  their  party  have  also 
visited  places  of  interest  in  Peking  and  come  into 
contact  with  people  of  various  circles  in  our  capital. 
Our  American  guests  must  have  found  that  the  Chi- 
nese people  are  friendly  to  the  American  people. 

On  the  eve  of  the  departure  of  President  and  Mrs. 
Ford  from  China,  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportu- 
nity to  convey  the  best  wishes  of  the  Chinese  people 
for  the  American  people.  I  wish  President  and  Mrs. 
Ford  and  their  party  a  pleasant  journey. 

In  conclusion,  I  propose  a  toast  to  the  friendship 
between  the  Chinese  and  American  peoples,  to  the 
health  of  President  and  Mrs.  Ford,  to  the  health  of 
the  other  American  guests,  and  to  the  health  of  our 
comrades  and  friends  present. 


On  December  3  and  4,  1975,  the  President's  activ- 
ities included  meetings  with  the  Vice  Premier. 
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Toast  at  a  State  Dinner  in  Djakarta,  Indonesia. 

December  3,  1975 

Mr.  President,  Mrs.  Suharto,  distinguished  hosts: 

Our  two  great  nations  enjoy  a  growing  bond  of  friendship  while  reflecting 
differences  that  enrich  humanity.  We  are  on  opposite  sides  of  the  world  with 
great  contrasts  in  history,  geography,  and  culture.  But  Indonesia  and  the  United 
States  also  have  very,  very  much  in  common. 

We  share  a  dedication  to  peace  in  Asia  and  in  the  world.  We  share  a  commit- 
ment to  economic  and  social  progress.  We  share  the  realization  that  interna- 
tional cooperation  is  essential  for  international  stability  and  prosperity. 

In  recent  years,  we  have  seen  many  dramatic  changes  in  the  world  transform- 
ing the  international  and  political  and  economic  affairs.  But  the  last  vestiges  of 
colonial  empires  have  disappeared.  The  cold  war  division  of  the  world  has 
broken  down.  We  now  live  in  a  world  of  some  150  independent  nations.  It  is  a 
smaller  world  in  which  the  destinies  of  nations  are  more  clearly  interdependent. 

In  this  complex  time  of  change,  America,  as  always,  looks  to  its  relationships 
with  friends.  Indonesia  is  such  a  friend.  Indonesia  exemplifies  strength  and  self- 


1938 


December  5  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1975  [709] 

reliance,  as  well  as  international  leadership  and  responsibility.  We  respect  your 
nonalignment  and  your  goal  of  national  resiliency.  We  admire  your  contribu- 
tion to  regional  peace.  We  value  very  deeply  your  friendship. 

Indonesia  is  one  of  the  proud  nations  of  Southeast  Asia  that  are  preserving 
independence.  This  is  being  done  by  meeting  the  aspirations  of  the  people, 
seeking  to  reconcile  di^erences,  and  building  regional  cooperation. 

Just  a  itw  months  ago,  as  you  mentioned,  Mr.  President,  we  had  a  productive 
series  of  talks  at  Camp  David.^  Tonight,  I  am  delighted  to  be  in  your  country. 
The  United  States,  as  you  know,  regards  itself  as  a  Pacific  nation.  No  area  of  the 
world  is  more  important  to  us  than  Asia. 

We  remain  firmly  committed  to  peace  and  security  in  Southeast  Asia  and 
throughout  Asia.  We  see  our  own  prosperity  and  progress  linked  with  vast 
populations,  the  dynamic  economies,  the  abundant  resources,  and  the  rich 
cultures  of  this  great  region  of  the  world. 

I  have  come  here,  Mr.  President,  because  of  America's  continuing  interest  in 
your  country's  security  and  well-being.  I  am  delighted  our  two  nations  have 
developed  a  genuine  and  growing  friendship  based  upon  mutual  respect  and 
cooperation  on  many,  many  international  issues. 

Our  relationship  involves  a  common  concern  for  the  right  of  every  nation  to 
pursue  its  destiny  on  its  own  independent  and  sovereign  course.  And  our  ties 
go  beyond  security,  embracing  the  challenges  of  economic  and  social  develop- 
ment, the  energy  problem,  and  a  whole  new  spectrum  of  interests  and  issues 
which  require  a  continuing  dialog  between  developed  and  developing  nations. 

The  spirit  of  partnership  and  friendship  achieved  by  our  two  countries  is  ex- 
ample to  others.  The  importance  of  our  relationship  increases  with  every  passing 
year.  This  is  our  view,  Mr.  President.  I  know  from  our  previous  conversations 
that  it  is  also  yours. 

On  behalf  of  Mrs.  Ford  and  myself  and  all  of  our  delegation,  I  raise  my  glass 
and  propose  a  toast:  to  you  and  your  gracious  wife,  to  the  people  of  Indonesia,  to 
our  friendship,  and  to  our  common  goals. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:10  p.m.  at  the  Presidential  Palace  in  response  to  a  toast  by  President  Suharto. 


^  See  Item  381. 
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Joint  Communique  Following  Discussions  With  President 
Suharto  of  Indonesia.     December  6,  1973 

PRESIDENT  and  Mrs.  Gerald  Ford  of  die  United  States  of  America  visited  the 
Republic  of  Indonesia  from  December  5  to  December  6,  1975,  at  the  invitation 
of  President  Suharto.  Accompanying  the  President  and  Mrs.  Ford  were  Miss 
Susan  Ford  and  Secretary  of  State  Kissinger.  The  visit  followed  upon  the 
informal  July  1975  visit  of  President  and  Mrs.  Suharto  to  the  United  States 
where  they  were  entertained  at  Camp  David  by  President  and  Mrs.  Ford. 

President  and  Mrs.  Ford  were  the  guests  of  honor  at  a  State  dinner  given  by 
President  and  Mrs.  Suharto  on  December  5. 

President  Ford  and  President  Suharto  met  on  December  6  for  a  cordial  and 
frank  exchange  of  views  on  international,  regional  and  bilateral  issues  of  interest 
to  the  two  governments.  Secretary  of  State  Kissinger,  Foreign  Minister  Malik 
and  Minister/Secretary  of  State  Sudharmono  participated  in  the  meeting. 

During  this  exchange  of  views  President  Ford  expressed  the  intention  of  the 
United  States  to  continue  to  provide  substantial  aid  to  Indonesia  in  support  of 
Indonesia's  development  efforts. 

Reflecting  the  many  areas  of  interest  shared  by  the  two  countries  in  Southeast 
Asia  and  elsewhere.  President  Ford  and  President  Suharto  agreed  to  an  expanded 
dialogue  between  the  two  governments  through  periodic  consultations  at  the 
ministerial  level.  Such  consultations  will  be  held  as  required,  alternating  between 
Washington  and  Djakarta  at  the  level  of  the  Foreign  Minister  of  Indonesia 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  with  the  host  presiding  over 
meetings. 

Further  consultations  on  specific  issues  as  agreed  by  the  two  Foreign  Ministers 
will  be  held  between  Ministers  and  other  senior  officials  of  the  two  govern- 
ments. The  process  will  be  inaugurated  with  a  meeting  between  Foreign  Min- 
ister Malik  and  Secretary  Kissinger  in  Washington  in  spring  of  1976. 

The  two  Presidents  concluded  that  their  meeting  and  their  decision  to  establish 
an  expanded  dialogue  at  the  ministerial  level  marked  an  important  further  step 
in  developing  increasingly  close  and  friendly  ties  between  the  Governments  and 
peoples  of  Indonesia  and  the  United  States. 

President  and  Mrs.  Ford  and  the  members  of  the  American  party  expressed 
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their  deep  appreciation  for  the  gracious  hospitaUty  shown  them  by  President 
and  Mrs.  Suharto  and  by  the  Government  and  people  of  Indonesia. 

Djakarta,  December  6, 1975. 

note:  The  text  of  the  joint  communique  was  released  at  Djakarta,  Indonesia. 
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Remarks  on  Arrival  at  Manila,  the  Philippines. 
December  6,  1975 

Mr.  President,  Mrs.  Marcos: 

I  thank  you  very  kindly  for  the  especially  warm  welcome  that  you  have 
extended  to  me  and  Mrs.  Ford  and  to  the  American  people.  I  have  long  looked 
forward  to  visiting  this  beautiful  country,  which  is  renowned  throughout  the 
world  for  its  warm  hospitality. 

After  your  more  than  generous  remarks,  I  now  see  that  all  these  forecasts  are 
accurate  and  totally  true. 

I  find  it  very  significant  that  this  visit  to  the  Pacific  nations  should  conclude 
here  in  the  Philippines,  among  some  of  my  country's  best  and  oldest  Asian 
friends.  Our  two  countries,  Mr.  President,  have  shared  a  unique  history — a 
unique  history  together  both  in  times  of  peace  and  in  times  of  dire  adversity. 

The  years  of  common  history  which  bind  us  together  provide  a  unique  rela- 
tionship of  deep  understanding  and  of  deep  trust  which  survives  the  test  of 
time.  I  am  confident  that  that  relationship  will  continue  for  many,  many  years 
to  come. 

The  past  decade,  Mr.  President,  has  seen  remarkable  changes  in  the  world 
around  us,  yet  that  relationship  between  our  two  countries  has  deepened  and 
matured. 

We  meet  today  as  sovereign  nations,  each  with  its  own  pride  and  with  its  own 
independence.  We  meet  as  friends  who  have  known  what  it  is  to  fight  shoulder 
to  shoulder  for  common  ideals. 

The  days  ahead,  Mr.  President,  hold  great  challenges  for  our  two  countries 
and  also  great  promise.  Your  country  is  already  moving  out  and  exploring  new 
horizons,  both  in  Asia  and  elsewhere. 

Mr.  President,  I  look  forward  to  the  opportunity  of  discussing  with  you  freely 
and  very  frankly  the  many  and  varied  relationships  between  our  two  countries, 
as  well  as  to  the  future  of  Asia. 
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Thank  you  again,  Mr.  President,  and  to  the  Philippine  people  for  your  espe- 
cially generous  and  warm  welcome.  May  I  add  from  the  American  people  to  the 
people  of  the  Philippines— M^^^^^y  [Best  wishes]. 


note:  The  President  spoke  at  approximately  4:30 
p.m.  at  Manila  International  Airport  in  response  to 
the  welcoming  remarks  of  Philippine  President 
Ferdinand  E.  Marcos.  President  Marcos  spoke  as 
follows: 

President  and  Mrs,  Ford,  their  daughter  Susan,  Your 
Excellencies,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentle- 
men: 

We  are  indeed  happy  and  honored  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  and  his  lady  and  their 
daughter  have  been  able  to  pay  a  visit  with  us.  And 
they  come  to  Manila  in  the  course  of  a  long  journey 
that  has  brought  them  to  two  of  the  most  important 
capitals  of  this  region  of  the  world — ^Peking  and 
Djakarta. 

Mr.  President,  that  you  have  come  to  Asia  during 
this,  one  of  the  most  eventful  periods  of  our  history 
and  of  your  country,  demonstrates  the  urgency  of 
your  concern  and  the  quality  of  your  present  under- 
taking. 

The  relations  between  our  two  countries  are  old 
and  tested  by  time  and  events.  Perceptions  may 
change,  but  these  relations  have  remained.  The 
Philippines  considers  the  United  States  its  strongest 
ally.  It  will  so  remain  for  a  long  time  to  come. 

The  world  may  be  in  a  state  of  flux,  and  new 
realities  may  present  new  challenges,  new  oppor- 
tunities. In  Asia  today,  Asian  nations  ask  questions 
that  require  and  demand  intelligent  answers. 

We  have  watched  as  you,  Mr.  President,  from 
the  assumption  of  the  Presidency  of  your  great 
country,  sought  to  set  the  course  of  American  diplo- 
macy in  a  world  of  change,  disruptive  change.  And 
we  have  cheered  from  the  sidelines  as  you  sought 
genuinely  to  expand  the  domains  of  peace. 

This  visit  to  Asia  is  in  this  direction.  It  therefore 
occasions  many  expectations.  As  we  remark  these 
dramatic  changes,  not  only  in  Asia  but  throughout 
the  world,  we  cannot  but  observe  that  certainly 
America's  Pacific  destiny  is  inextricably  linked  with 


these  changes. 

As  we  look  around  the  world,  we  see  that  it  is  the 
destiny  of  America  that  while  she  alone  may  be 
unable  to  solve  all  the  problems  of  the  world,  there 
is  no  serious  problem  of  the  world  that  can  be 
solved  without  America. 

This  is  the  burden  that  is  borne  by  the  American 
people,  and  this  is  the  weight  of  responsibility  that 
is  on  the  shoulders  of  their  President. 

So,  today,  Mr.  President,  you  come  to  a  country 
that  is  prepared  to  meet  you  with  affection.  In  the 
past,  our  relations  have  been  marked  with  candor 
and  with  generosity  of  spirit,  as  well  as  of  the  mind. 
As  we  seek  to  reassess  these  relations  in  accordance 
with  the  conditions  and  the  temper  of  the  times, 
we  shall  need  this  same  candor  and  this  generosity 
of  the  spirit  and  of  the  mind,  for  our  two  countries 
are  partners  that  have  seen  the  growth  of  produc- 
tive, cooperative  undertakings,  and  which  has  al- 
lowed America  to  maintain  a  concentration  of  the 
greatest  naval  and  aerial  power  in  this  part  of  the 
world. 

This  partnership  has  served  the  Pacific  and  Asia 
well,  but  there  are  new  realities  in  the  world.  And 
these  new  realities  pose  challenges  and  opportunities 
not  only  to  all  peoples  but  especially  to  our  two  coun- 
tries. 

Our  two  countries  seek  new  solutions  to  new 
problems — yours  as  a  great  power,  and  ours  as  a 
small  developing  country,  but  an  independent  and 
free  country  nonetheless.  And  we,  too,  seek  an 
authentic  role  in  the  future. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  great  faith  in  the  future 
of  our  relations.  On  behalf  of  our  people,  I  say 
we  have  great  confidence  that  you  shall  share  with 
us  your  wisdom  and  fill  our  minds  with  under- 
standing. 

Once  again,  I  say  with  affection,  we  extend  you 
warm  welcome. 

Mabuhay, 
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Toasts  of  the  President  and  President  Ferdinand  E.  Marcos 
of  the  Philippines  at  a  State  Dinner  in  Manila. 
December  6,  1975 

President  Marcos,  Mrs.  Marcos,  distinguished  guests,  honored  friends: 

I  come  to  the  Philippines  at  the  end  of  a  strenuous  but  very  exciting  journey. 
Two  nations  once  regarded  as  distant  but  with  the  modern  means  of  transporta- 
tion are  now  our  neighbors  in  a  new  and  interdependent  world. 

On  the  way  home,  I  have  stopped  here  to  visit  America's  old  and  very  dearest 
friend  and  to  be  exposed  to  the  very  gracious  and  the  world-renowned  Philippine 
hospitality  which  is  not  exceeded  in  any  place  in  the  world. 

Throughout  this  trip,  we  have  been  most  graciously  welcomed  and  warmly 
received,  but  the  experience  this  afternoon,  Mr.  President,  driving  from  the 
airport  to  the  palace  was  an  exhilarating,  unbelievable  experience.  To  see  the 
many,  many  traditions,  the  songs,  the  gowns,  the  actions  of  all  of  your  people 
was  a  great  experience.  It  showed  a  great  diversity  in  your  society,  but  it  re- 
minded me  of  something  I  learned  in  Sunday  school  a  good  many  years  ago. 

My  then  Sunday  school  teacher  told  me  that  the  beauty  of  Joseph's  coat  was 
its  many  colors.  So,  I  say  to  you  in  the  Philippines,  the  strength  of  your  nation 
is  its  diversity  which  has  been  woven  into  a  strength  that  will  forever  be  a  pillar 
for  your  great  country. 

Mr.  President,  throughout  this  trip  I  have  observed  an  international  sense  of 
community,  a  shared  commitment  to  peace  and  a  better  life  for  all  peoples.  I 
found  a  common  determination  to  have  the  leaders  of  the  world,  the  leaders  of 
the  nations  to  chart  their  own  courses,  to  shape  their  own  character.  And  I  saw 
a  growing  awareness  that  this  determination  of  individuals  and  of  nations  to  be 
independent  and  self-reliant  is  a  constructive  force  in  the  world  in  which  we 
live  today. 

It  encourages  the  sense  of  respect  for  one's  self  and  for  others.  And  that  is  the 
basis  of  a  real  community  of  nations  in  the  world  in  which  we  live. 

Today  in  the  Philippines  I  find  something  far  more.  Our  two  nations  have  a 
most  unique  history  of  shared  experiences  and  similarity  of  oudook.  We  have 
both  known  the  pain  of  war. 

President  Marcos  and  myself  are  only  two  out  of  many,  many  thousands  in 
both  nations  who  fought  together  in  earlier  years,  one  in  the  forests  and  fields 
of  Luzon  and  the  other  on  the  waters  of  the  Philippine  Sea. 
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As  individuals  and  as  nations,  however,  wt  have  both  tasted  the  bitterness 
of  defeat,  the  satisfaction  of  joint  devotion  to  a  common  goal,  and  the  lesson 
that  victory  once  achieved  is  only  the  beginning  of  a  nev^  challenge. 

We  have  already  observed  the  common  determination  of  people  throughout 
Asia  and  the  rest  of  the  w^orld  to  achieve  a  more  satisfying  life.  That  determina- 
tion is  shared  by  you  in  the  Philippines  and  by  us  in  the  United  States. 

We  have  learned  as  nations  to  recognize  that  we  need  not  all  be  identical  to 
survive.  We  have  learned  that  we  need  only  to  treat  one  another,  different  or 
similar  as  we  may  be,  in  a  spirit  of  generosity  and  mutual  benefit  and  respect. 

This  spirit  which  our  nations  share  is  the  essence  of  real  hospitality.  It  is  one 
of  the  very  special  elements  that  strengthens  our  sense  of  common  interests  in 
each  other's  security  and  well-being. 

In  that  spirit,  Mr.  President,  let  me  offer  a  toast  to  you,  to  Mrs.  Marcos,  to  the 
people  of  the  Philippines,  and  to  the  mutual  respect  and  sense  of  community 
that  unite  us  as  two  great  republics. 


NOTE:  The  President  spoke  at  approximately  10:20 
p.m.  at  the  Presidential  Palace  in  response  to  a  toast 
by  President  Marcos.  President  Marcos  spoke  as 
follows: 

Mr,  President,  Mrs,  Ford,  Mr.  Chief  Justice,^  dis- 
tinguished guests,  Your  Excellencies,  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 

It  is  indeed  a  great  honor  for  the  Filipino  people 
and  for  ourselves,  the  First  Lady  and  your  humble 
servant,  to  have  as  guests  at  tonight's  dinner  the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  his 
lady  and  his  daughter  and  the  members  of  his 
party. 

It  is  my  hope  that  my  words  tonight  will  record, 
even  but  to  a  modest  degree,  the  appreciation  that 
we  feel  for  the  honor  that  you  have  bestowed  upon 
our  country  and  people,  Mr.  President,  for  visiting 
us  at  this  momentous  period  of  Asia's  and  the  Philip- 
pines' history. 

Our  relations  are  not  only  deep-rooted,  they  have 
been  constant.  We  have  had  our  differences,  but  as 
you  can  see  from  the  demonstration  not  only  of 
good  will  but  of  affection,  almost  of  hysteria,  in 
the  effort  to  welcome  you  and  Mrs.  Ford  and  your 
daughter  and  the  members  of  your  party,  there  is  a 
deep  reservoir  of  good  will  for  America  in  the 
Philippines. 

Our  relations,  the  relations  between  the  Philip- 
pines and  the  United  States,  is  indeed  different  from 
any  other  relations  between  two  countries.  When,  at 
the  start  of  your  historic  journey,  you  said  that  your 


^  Querube  Makalintal,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Philip- 
pine Supreme  Court. 


visit  to  the  Philippines  symbolizes  the  links  and 
commitments  of  America  to  Asia,  we  took  it  as  an 
affirmation  that  such  a  commitment  to  the  peace  of 
the  world  has  not  diminished,  arising  out  of  any 
changes  in  perceptions  brought  about  by  recent 
events. 

The  United  States,  in  times  past,  has  opened  and 
adjusted  its  perspectives  on  Asia  and  the  Pacific, 
but  the  American  response  to  any  changed  situa- 
tion has  always  been  the  improvement  of  the 
quality  of  relations  with  its  Pacific  and  Asian  allies. 

We  are  encouraged,  too,  by  the  fact  that  the 
political  leadership  of  America  has  often  initiated 
the  basic  policy  that  if  there  be  any  changes  and 
adjustments  so  by  any  of  your  allies,  we  will  find 
America  flexible. 

Not  only  the  occurrences  in  Vietnam  but  the  as- 
pirations of  the  new  nations  of  Asia  seem  to  have 
brought  about  a  changed  situation  which  challenges 
the  historic  commitment  of  the  United  States  to 
the  peace  and  stability  of  the  region.  All  the  new 
nadons  of  Asia,  ours  included,  now  seek  to  fulfill 
a  belated  appointment  with  modernization. 

All  these  nations  now  attempt  to  confront  and 
change  the  conditions  that  have  converted  them 
into  spawning  grounds  for  conflict,  dependent  upon 
foreign  assistance  and  susceptible  to  internal  strife 
and,  worst  of  all,  intervention. 

We  seek  a  new  basis  for  order,  for  harmony,  and 
for  cooperation.  And  what  we  seek  we  seem  to  see 
symbolized  in  your  leadership  and  in  your  effort  at 
establishing  a  climate  of  global  peace.  For  this  we 
extend  to  you  congratulations  on  behalf  of  our 
people  and  on  behalf  of  the  leadership  of  Asia. 


1944 


December  6 


Gerald  R.  Ford,  1975 


[712] 


The  visit  of  any  American  President  to  Asia  and, 
more  particularly,  to  the  Philippines  has  often  gen- 
erated within  the  framework  of  our  relationship 
great  expectations.  We  in  the  Philippines,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, see  in  your  visit  a  similar  and  historic  rela- 
tion to  those  of  your  predecessors  and  also  see  in  it 
the  response  of  America  to  these  new  challenges  of 
the  new  situation  in  Asia. 

We  have  watched  with  admiration  your  efforts  to 
establish  this  climate  throughout  the  world  which 
would  ensure  safety  for  each  and  every  one.  We 
think  we  understand  the  vision  which  has  prompted 
you  to  go  through  this  global  itinerary  that  has 
brought  you  to  many  continents. 

Your  visit  to  Asia  seems  to  be  in  this  direction.  By 
this  visit  you  have  raised  to  a  new  stage  the  pro- 
gram, the  effort  to  build  a  new  international  order 
and  confirmed  our  faith  that  Asia  retains  and 
enjoys  up  to  now  a  high  priority  in  the  American 
purpose  abroad. 

But  beyond  the  broader  significance  of  your  visit 
to  the  American  links  to  the  future  of  Asia  is  its 
significance  to  us,  for  it  is  of  great  moment  to  the 
Philippines.  You  come  at  a  time  when  we  seek 
readjustment  of  our  relations.  You  come  at  a  time 
when  we  must  convert  the  weaknesses  of  such 
relations  into  areas  of  strength. 

Again,  we  are  encouraged  by  the  candor  and  the 
generosity  of  spirit  and  of  the  mind  with  which 
you  deal  with  these  subjects. 

We  in  the  Philippines,  Mr.  President,  are  engaged 
in  an  earnest  effort  of  social  transportation,  eco- 
nomic development,  political  modernization,  and 
like  any  small,  developing  country,  of  course  we 
are  sensitive  to  sovereignty,  independence,  dignity, 
national  identity. 

We  seek  to  broaden  our  contacts  with  the  world, 
and  yet  we  do  not  intend  to  diminish  the  ties  that 
have  sustained  us  for  many  generations,  including 
the  ties  with  the  United  States. 

We  seek  to  establish  a  self-reliant  nation,  hopefully 
strong  in  its  defense  and  prosperous  in  its  economy. 

When  we  welcomed  you  this  afternoon,  Mr. 
President,  I  said  America's  destiny  is  that,  while 
she  alone  may  not  be  able  to  solve  the  problems  of 
the  world,  certainly  there  is  no  serious  problem  of 
the  world  that  can  be  solved  without  America. 

This  is  the  burden  of  the  American  people,  and 
this  is  the  weight  of  responsibility  upon  your 
shoulders.  We,  the  Filipino  people,  do  not  intend 
to  add  to  your  burdens.  It  is  our  hope  that  we  shall 
be  able  to  carry  our  own  weight  and  contribute, 
no  matter  how  modestly,  to  the  solution  of  the 
problems  that  confront  the  world  and  America. 

As  it  is  that  while  we  pursue  our  programs  for 
economic  development  and  for  security,  we  do  not 
seek  any  special  advantages,  but  certainly  we  hope 


that  we  shall  not  be  disadvantaged  by  the  special 
positions  of  other  trading  nations. 

If  by  virtue  of  any  arrangements  of  treaties  there 
should  be  deliveries  to  our  country  of  foreign  equip- 
ment and  technology,  we  seek  arrangements  and 
understandings  wherein  we  shall  so  build  our 
capability  that  in  the  future  this  will  render  obsolete 
and  unnecessary  farther  and  future  deliveries  of  mili- 
tary aid  to  our  people. 

If  there  is  any  valid  and  noble  contribution  that 
the  United  States  can  make  to  the  small,  developing 
countries  of  Asia,  perhaps  it  is  the  development  of 
the  indigenous  capabilities  of  these  nations  in  order 
that  they  may  meet  any  threat  to  their  security  with 
honor  and  dignity. 

Yes,  Mr.  President,  it  is  our  dream  to  establish 
a  country  that  is  self-reliant.  It  is  our  hope  that  as 
we  do  so,  we  can — with  this  same  self-reliance — 
say  our  strongest  and  most  dependable  ally  is  still 
the  United  States;  for  our  treaties  of  security  we  do 
not  interpret  to  mean,  nor  is  it  the  policy  of  our 
Government,  to  call  upon  American  foot  soldiery  to 
defend  our  soil. 

It  shall  be  the  firm  result  of  our  Government  and 
of  our  people  that  we  shall  defend  our  own  soil 
with  our  own  troops.  It  is  the  firm  resolve  of  the 
political  leadership  of  this  country  and  of  our  people 
that  we  shall  so  strengthen  ourselves  by  the  exer- 
cise of  political  will  that  we  shall  be  able  to  meet 
any  internal  or  external  threat. 

In  this  manner  do  we  see,  can  we  contribute  to 
the  solution  of  the  problems  of  the  world  and  lessen 
the  burdens  of  our  ally  and  partner,  the  United 
States  of  America. 

If  we  believe  in  the  commitments  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  not  because  America  has  not  suffered 
any  setbacks — for  it  has — but  it  is  because  whatever 
be  those  setbacks  the  new  leaders  have  always 
sought  to  enrich  and  renew  such  commitments. 

We  see  in  your  leadership,  Mr.  President,  the 
constancy  of  such  commitments  and  the  vigor  of 
the  American  imagination  to  meet  the  complex 
problems  that  threaten  the  lives  of  nations  and  the 
survival  of  humanity  itself. 

We  have  listened  to  you,  we  have  watched  you, 
and  you  have  proved  this  with  your  words  and 
with  your  actions  and  shown  the  quality  of  the 
energy  that  you  have  imparted  to  this  great  en- 
deavor. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  great  affection  that  we  say, 
Mr.  President,  we,  the  Filipino  people,  pray  for  your 
success. 

So,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  now  request  you  to 
join  me,  to  rise  and  join  me  in  a  toast  to  the  con- 
tinued success  and  health  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  the  prosperity  of  the 
American  people,  and  the  strengthening  friendship 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Philippines. 
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Joint  Communique  Following  Discussions  With  President 

Marcos  of  the  Philippines.     December  1 ,  1915 

DURING  the  visit  of  President  and  Mrs.  Gerald  R.  Ford  at  the  invitation  of 
President  and  Mrs.  Ferdinand  E.  Marcos,  the  tv^o  Presidents  welcomed  the 
opportunity  to  renew  the  bonds  of  friendship  between  their  two  nations  and  to 
review  the  status  of  their  alliance  in  the  light  of  changing  circumstances  in  the 
Pacific  region. 

They  affirmed  that  sovereign  equality,  territorial  integrity  and  political  inde- 
pendence of  all  states  are  fundamental  principles  which  both  countries  scrupu- 
lously respect. 

They  confirmed  the  mutual  respect  for  the  dignity  of  each  nation  which 
characterizes  their  friendship  as  well  as  the  alliance  between  their  two  countries. 

The  two  Presidents  discussed  the  measures  which  they  agreed  were  desirable 
to  enhance  their  relations,  and  to  adjust  them  to  current  conditions  and  needs. 

In  the  field  of  economic  and  commercial  relations,  they  agreed  that  it  was 
timely  to  conclude  negotiations  on  a  new  agreement  on  trade,  investment  and 
related  matters  as  a  means  to  enhance  economic  cooperation  between  the  two 
countries.  This  agreement  would  modernize  the  terms  for  conducting  economic 
and  commercial  relations,  taking  account  of  the  end  of  the  Laurel-Langley  agree- 
ment and  giving  due  consideration  to  the  requirements  for  the  development  of 
the  Philippine  economy.  The  Philippine  Government  stressed  its  urgent  desires 
regarding  United  States  tariff  treatment  for  such  significant  Philippine  products 
as  mahogany  and  coconut  oil. 

In  the  field  of  security  cooperation,  they  declared  that  the  alliance  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Philippines  is  not  directed  against  any  country,  but  is 
intended  to  preserve  the  independence  and  promote  the  welfare  of  their  two 
peoples,  while  at  the  same  time  contributing  to  peace  and  progress  to  all.  They 
considered  that  the  treaty  of  August  30,  1951  enhanced  the  defense  of  both 
countries,  strengthened  the  security  of  the  Pacific  region,  and  contributed  to  the 
maintenance  of  world  peace.  They  agreed  that  the  mihtary  bases  used  by  the 
U.S.  in  the  Philippines  remain  important  in  maintaining  an  effective  United 
States  presence  in  the  Western  Pacific  in  support  of  these  mutual  objectives. 

They  agreed  that  negotiations  on  the  subject  of  United  States  use  of  Philippine 
military  bases  should  be  conducted  in  the  clear  recognition  of  Philippine 
sovereignty.  The  two  Presidents  agreed  that  there  should  be  an  early  review  of 
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the  steps  necessary  to  conclude  the  negotiations  through  the  two  panels  already 
organized  for  that  purpose. 

President  Marcos  explained  his  efforts  to  attain  military  self-reliance  for  the 
Philippines  and  his  policy  not  to  allow  introduction  of  foreign  ground  troops 
into  the  Philippines  for  its  defense  except  as  a  last  resort.  President  Ford  expressed 
support  for  those  realistic  policies  and  to  this  end  indicated  that  the  United 
States  intended  to  continue  to  provide  assistance  to  the  Philippines  within  the 
framework  of  available  resources. 

The  two  Presidents  reaffirmed  their  commitment  to  continue  close  associa- 
tion on  all  matters  of  mutual  concern.  They  concluded  that  the  ties  between  the 
Philippines  and  the  U.S.  remain  strong  and  mutually  beneficial. 

President  Ford  thanked  President  Marcos  for  the  magnificent  hospitality 
extended  to  him  and  Mrs.  Ford.  President  Marcos  accepted  President  Ford's 
invitation  to  make  a  return  visit  to  the  United  States  at  a  mutually  convenient 
time. 

Manila,  December  7,  1975. 

note:  The  text  of  the  joint  communique  was  released  at  Manila,  the  Philippines. 
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Remarks  on  Departure  From  the  Philippines. 

December  1 ,  1915 

Mr.  President,  Mrs,  Marcos,  our  dear  friends  here  in  the  Philippines: 

No  w^ords  can  express  the  deep  gratitude  and  great  appreciation  that  Mrs. 
Ford  and  I  have  had  for  the  opportunity  of  visiting  your  very  beautiful  country 
and  meeting  your  just  superb  people. 

To  you  and  to  all  the  Philippine  people,  my  deepest  thanks  for  the  exceptional, 
unbelievable  hospitality  w^hich  made  our  visit  here  truly  memorable.  The  frank 
and  very  cordial  discussions  that  v^e  have  had  here,  Mr.  President,  have  con- 
vinced me  of  the  unshakable  bonds  betw^een  our  tw^o  countries  in  the  search  for 
a  better  w^orld  for  our  children  and  our  children's  children. 

In  the  past  24  hours,  Mr.  President,  w^e  have  discussed  a  great  variety  of  sub- 
jects. We  talked  in  particular  about  the  economic  relationship  betw^een  our  two 
countries  and  our  alliance  and  our  security  arrangements. 

As  befits  tw^o  old  and  batde-tested  allies,  these  talks  have  been  very  frank  and 
very  penetrating.  I  thank  you  for  the  keen  insight  you  have  given  me  into  your 
country's  hopes  and  great  aspirations. 
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Our  conversations  convinced  me  of  the  depth  of  understanding  betw^een  the 
United  States  and  the  PhiUppines,  v^hich  W\\\  permit  points  on  w^hich  -wt  may 
differ  to  be  resolved  w^ithout  becoming  items  of  major  conflict. 

As  I  leave  today,  I  go  home  convinced  that  the  relationship  of  mutual  respect 
and  mutual  trust  betv^een  our  two  countries  is  the  continuing  basis  for  a  true 
alliance  today  as  w^ell  as  in  the  future. 

On  behalf  of  Mrs.  Ford,  our  daughter  Susan,  and  all  of  our  delegation — yes, 
all  of  the  American  people — I  thank  you  and  Mrs.  Marcos  and  all  of  the  people 
of  the  Philippines  for  the  gracious,  die  kind,  and  the  v^onderful  reception  that 
v^e  had.  We  are  most  appreciative. 

note:  The   President   spoke    at   2:52    p.m.    at   the       with  resolution   to  move  forward   in  preparedness 

Manila  International  Airport.  President  Marcos  re-       for  their  security  as  well  as  for  their  development. 

sponded  as  follows:  The  confidence  that  you  instill  in  the  Asian  na- 

„  J        1    1    ir    r   u    /IT      Ml-       -nv  •  tions  today  shall  be  met  with  the  effort  of  obtain- 

For  and  on  behalf  of  the  42  million  Filipinos,  on       .  ,<•     ,•  i  •    •  i  i        i      i       i 


ing  self-reliance,  and  it  is  our  hope  that  the  bond 
of  friendship  and  comity  that  now  exists  between 
our  two  countries  shall  continue  strengthening. 

With  the  faith  on  the  part  of  the  Filipino  people, 
we  can  hopefully  say,  go  with  God,  Mr.  President, 
and  may  you  succeed  on  your  mission  of  peace. 

Thank  you. 


behalf  of  the  Republic  of  the  Philippines,  and  on 
my  own  personal  behalf  and  that  of  my  wife,  I 
wish  you  a  happy  trip  home  and  hope  that  you  will 
bring  with  you  to  the  American  people  the  affec- 
tion and  good  will  that  you  have  found  in  the 
Philippines. 

You  came  to  Asia,  Mr.  President,  with  one  mes- 
sage underneath — that  America  has  no  intention  of 

withdrawing  into  the  Pacific  and  into  your  hemi- 
sphere and  abandoning  Asia  and  your  allies  in  the  Earlier  in  the  day,  President  Ford  and  President 
P^^^"^-                                                                                  Marcos  went  to  Manila  Harbor  where  they  boarded 

It  is,  therefore,  with  confidence  that  we  face  the  the  presidential  yacht  for  a  trip  to  Corregidor  Is- 
future.  All  Asian  countries  and  Asian  leaders  take  land.  During  the  trip,  the  two  Presidents  held  a 
courage  in  your  work  and  shall  mark  your  work        meeting  on  the  yacht. 
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Remarks  at  Pearl  Harbor  Memorial  Ceremonies  in  Honolulu, 
Hawaii.     December  1 ,  1915 

Admiral  Gayler,  distinguished  guests: 

We  who  remember  Pearl  Harbor  W\\\  alv^ays  remember.  For  us  it  is  a  moment 
etched  in  time,  a  moment  of  shock  and  mixed  feehngs  and,  particularly,  dis- 
belief, a  moment  of  shame  and  a  moment  of  sorrow,  of  anguish  and  of  anger, 
an  end  to  irresolutions,  a  summons  to  action,  the  start  of  a  total  commitment 
that  comes  but  rarely  to  men  and  to  nations. 

Whoever  watched  the  Pacific  churned  by  winds  of  war  comes  to  this  hallowed 
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place  with  feelings  overcoming  words.  Our  shipmates  who  rest  in  honor  here, 
our  comrades  in  arms  who  sleep  beneath  the  waves  and  on  the  islands  that 
surround  us  need  no  eulogy  beyond  the  eternal  gratitude  of  the  land  that  they 
loved. 

On  this  Sunday  morning  in  December,  we  remember  them.  In  all  the  history 
of  war  there  is  a  recurrent  question,  why  do  young  men  have  to  die  ?  Why  not 
save,  instead  of  spend,  our  bravest  and  our  best  ?  Could  they  not  live  for  their 
country,  work  for  their  country,  achieve  for  their  country  ?  Can't  we  have  living 
heroes,  patriots  of  peace,  and  raise  our  monuments  to  lives  well  lived  rather  than 
memorials  to  lives  snuffed  out  in  the  black  smoke  of  batde  ? 

I  believe  we  can  and  will  build  a  safer  and  saner  world.  If  I  did  not  believe  it, 
then  I  and  hundreds  of  thousands  like  me  learned  nothing  in  the  Pacific  during 
World  War  II.  If  I  didn't  believe  it,  I  would  not  have  supported  America's 
bipartisan  policy  of  peace  through  strength  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century 
of  severe  challenges— trials  that  are  far  from  finished  here  today. 

If  I  didn't  believe  it,  I  would  not  have  journeyed  27,000  miles  around  the 
Pacific  as  President  to  talk  peace  and  mutually  beneficial  ties  with  the  leaders 
of  Japan,  the  Republic  of  Korea,  the  Soviet  Union,  the  People's  Republic  of 
China,  Indonesia,  and  the  Philippines. 

The  1,600  million  people  of  these  nations  and  of  the  United  States  make  up 
more  than  half  of  the  whole  human  family.  If  a  majority  of  people  want  peace, 
why  cannot  the  world  have  peace  ?  If  a  majority  want  to  live  in  friendship,  why 
cannot  we  all  live  in  friendship  ? 

There  may  be  uncertainties,  but  surely  it  is  worth  a  try.  Here  in  Hawaii,  with 
its  diversity  and  its  harmony,  such  a  goal  seems  neither  impractical  nor  im- 
possible. The  crossroads  of  the  Pacific  can  become  the  crossroads  of  old  and 
new  civiHzations,  the  lives  of  all  lands  can  be  preserved  and  prosper  in  the 
Pacific. 

We  who  remember  Pearl  Harbor  will  never  drop  our  guard  nor  unilaterally 
dismantle  our  defenses.  But  we  Americans  must  and  will  use  our  moral 
leadership  and  our  material  strength  to  bring  the  Pacific  community  and  the 
world  litde  by  litde,  year  by  year,  closer  and  closer  to  real  and  reliable  peace. 

We  will  hold  our  course  for  a  peaceful  Pacific,  remembering  that  vigilance, 
the  price  of  liberty,  must  be  paid  and  repaid  by  every  generation.  We  will  keep 
faith  with  our  past  as  we  work  to  build  a  better  world  for  our  children  and  our 
grandchildren. 
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I  believe  they  will  see  peace  come  through  and  thank  us  as  we  thank  those 
fallen  heroes  we  honor  here  today.  Their  duty  is  done.  Let  us  do  ours. 
Thank  you  and  aloha. 

note:  The  President   spoke   at   8:01    a.m.   at   the       he  referred  to  Adm.  Noel  A.  M.  Gayler,  USN,  Com- 
U.S.S.  Arizona  Memorial.  In  his  opening  remarks,       mander  in  Chief,  Pacific. 
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Address  at  the  University  of  Hawaii. 
December  7,  1975 

Than\  you  very  much,  Dr.  Kleinjans.  Governor  Ariyoshi,  Senator  Fong,  Con- 
gressman Matsunaga,  Dr.  Matsuda,  students,  faculty,  and  members  of  the  com- 
munity here  in  Hawaii: 

It  was  nice  to  see  you,  Doctor.  I  had  the  honor  for  a  good  many  years  of 
representing  an  area,  a  wonderful  community,  from  which  the  Doctor  came.  I 
know  more  of  his  relatives  perhaps  than  he  dots— [laughter'] — and  they  were 
always  very  kind  to  me,  for  which  I  was  deeply  grateful. 

But  it  is  good  to  be  home  again  in  the  United  States.  I  have  just  completed,  as 
many  of  you  know,  a  7-day  trip  to  the  State  of  Alaska,  to  the  People's  Republic 
of  China,  to  our  good  friends  Indonesia  and  the  Philippines,  and  now  I  am 
obviously  happy  to  be  home  in  our  50th  State,  Hawaii. 

This  morning  I  reflected  on  the  past  at  the  shrine  of  Americans  who  died  on 
Sunday  morning  34  years  ago.  I  came  away  with  a  new  spirit  of  dedication  to  the 
ideals  that  emerged  from  Pearl  Harbor  in  World  War  II — dedication  to  Amer- 
ica's bipartisan  policy  of  pursuing  peace  through  strength  and  dedication  to  a 
new  future  of  interdependence  and  cooperation  with  all  peoples  of  the  Pacific. 

I  subscribe  to  a  Pacific  doctrine  of  peace  with  all  and  hostility  toward  none. 
The  way  I  would  like  to  remember  or  recollect  Pearl  Harbor  is  by  preserving 
the  power  of  the  past  to  build  the  future.  Let  us  join  with  new  and  old  countries 
of  that  great  Pacific  area  in  creating  the  greatest  civilization  on  the  shores  of 
the  greatest  of  our  oceans. 

My  visit  here  to  the  East-West  Center  holds  another  kind  of  meaning.  Your 
center  is  a  catalyst  of  America's  positive  concern  for  Asia,  its  people  and  its 
rich  diversity  of  cultures.  You  advance  our  hope  that  Asia  will  gain  a  better 
understanding  of  the  United  States. 

Last  year  we  were  pleased  to  receive  and  to  welcome  nearly  54,000  Asian 
students  to  the  United  States,  while  thousands  upon  thousands  of  American 
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students  went  to  Asian  countries.  I  applaud  your  contribution  to  partnership 
in  education.  Your  efforts  represent  America's  vision  of  an  open  world  of 
understanding,  freedom,  and  peace. 

In  Hawaii,  the  crossroads  of  the  Pacific,  our  past  and  our  future  join. 

I  was  deeply  moved  when  I  visited  Japan  last  year  and  when  I  recently  had 
the  honor  of  welcoming  the  Emperor  and  the  Empress  of  Japan  to  America. 
The  gracious  welcome  that  I  received  and  the  warmth  of  the  welcome  the 
American  people  bestowed  upon  the  Emperor  and  the  Empress  testify  to  a 
growing  friendship  and  partnership  between  our  two  great  countries.  This  is  a 
tribute  to  what  is  best  in  man — ^his  capacity  to  grow  from  fear  to  trust  and 
from  a  tragedy  of  the  past  to  a  hopeful  future.  It  is  a  superb  example  of  what 
can  be  achieved  in  human  progress.  It  inspires  our  new  efforts  in  Asia  to 
improve  relations. 

America,  a  nation  of  the  Pacific  Basin,  has  a  very  vital  stake  in  Asia  and  a 
responsibility  to  take  a  leading  part  in  lessening  tensions,  preventing  hostilities, 
and  preserving  peace.  World  stability  and  our  own  security  depend  upon  our 
Asian  commitments. 

In  1941,  34  years  ago  today,  we  were  miUtarily  unprepared.  Our  trade  in 
the  Pacific  was  very  limited.  We  exercised  jurisdiction  over  the  Philippines.  We 
were  preoccupied  with  Western  Europe.  Our  instincts  were  isolationist. 

We  have  transcended  that  age.  We  are  now  the  world's  strongest  nation.  Our 
great  commercial  involvement  in  Asia  is  expanding.  We  led  the  way  in  con- 
ferring independence  upon  the  Philippines.  Now  we  are  working  out  new 
associations  and  arrangements  with  the  trust  territories  of  the  Pacific. 

The  center  of  political  power  in  the  United  States  has  shifted  westward.  Our 
Pacific  interests  and  concerns  have  increased.  We  have  exchanged  the  freedom 
of  action  of  an  isolationist  state  for  the  responsibilities  of  a  great  global  power. 
As  I  return  from  this  trip  to  three  major  Asian  countries,  I  am  even  more 
aware  of  our  interests  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

The  security  concerns  of  great  world  powers  intersect  in  Asia.  The  United 
States,  the  Soviet  Union,  China,  and  Japan  are  all  Pacific  powers.  Western 
Europe  has  historic  and  economic  ties  with  Asia.  Equilibrium  in  the  Pacific 
is  absolutely  essential  to  the  United  States  and  to  the  other  countries  in  the 
Pacific. 

The  first  premise  of  a  new  Pacific  Doctrine  is  that  American  strength  is  basic 
to  any  stable  balance  of  power  in  the  Pacific.  We  must  reach  beyond  our  con- 
cern for  security.  But  without  security,  there  can  be  neither  peace  nor  progress. 
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The  preservation  of  the  sovereignty  and  the  independence  of  our  Asian  friends 
and  aUies  remain  a  paramount  objective  of  American  policy. 

We  recognize  that  force  alone  is  insufficient  to  assure  security.  Popular  legiti- 
macy and  social  justice  are  vital  prerequisites  of  resistance  against  subversion 
or  aggression.  Nevertheless,  we  owe  it  to  ourselves  and  to  those  whose  inde- 
pendence depends  upon  our  continued  support  to  preserve  a  flexible  and  bal- 
anced position  of  strength  throughout  the  Pacific. 

The  second  basic  premise  of  a  new  Pacific  Doctrine  is  that  partnership  with 
Japan  is  a  pillar  of  our  strategy.  There  is  no  relationship  to  which  I  have  devoted 
more  attention,  nor  is  there  any  greater  success  story  in  the  history  of  American 
efforts  to  relate  to  distant  cultures  and  to  people.  The  Japanese-American  rela- 
tionship can  be  a  source  of  great,  great  pride  to  every  American  and  to  every 
Japanese.  Our  bilateral  relations  have  never  been  better.  The  recent  exchange  of 
visits  symboUzed  a  basic  political  partnership.  We  have  begun  to  develop  with 
the  Japanese  and  other  advanced  industrial  democracies  better  means  of  har- 
monizing our  economic  policy.  We  are  joining  with  Japan,  our  European 
friends,  and  representatives  of  the  developing  nations  this  month  to  begin  shap- 
ing a  more  efficient  and  more  equitable  pattern  of  North-South  economic 
relations. 

The  third  premise  of  a  new  Pacific  Doctrine  is  the  normalization  of  relations 
with  the  People's  Republic  of  China,  the  strengthening  of  our  new  ties  with 
this  great  nation  representing  nearly  one-quarter  of  mankind.  This  is  another 
recent  achievement  of  American  foreign  policy.  It  transcends  25  years  of  hostility. 

I  visited  China  to  build  on  the  dialog  started  nearly  4  years  ago.  My  wide- 
ranging  exchanges  with  the  leaders  of  the  People's  Republic  of  China— with 
Chairman  Mao  Tse-tung  and  Vice  Premier  Teng  Hsiao-ping — enhanced  our 
understanding  of  each  other's  views  and  each  other's  policies. 

There  were,  as  expected,  differences  of  perspective.  Our  societies,  our  philoso- 
phies, our  varying  positions  in  the  world  give  us  differing  perceptions  of  our 
respective  national  interests.  But  we  did  find  a  common  ground.  We  reaffirmed 
that  we  share  very  important  areas  of  concern  and  agreement.  They  say  and 
we  say  that  the  countries  of  Asia  should  be  free  to  develop  in  a  world  where  there 
is  mutual  respect  for  the  sovereignty  and  territorial  integrity  of  all  states;  where 
people  are  free  from  the  threat  of  foreign  aggression;  where  there  is  noninter- 
ference in  the  internal  affairs  of  others;  and  where  the  principles  of  equality, 
mutual  benefit,  and  coexistence  shape  the  development  of  peaceful  international 
order.  We  share  opposition  to  any  form  of  hegemony  in  Asia  or  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world. 
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I  reaffirmed  the  determination  of  the  United  States  to  complete  the  normaUza- 
tion  of  relations  with  the  People's  Republic  of  China  on  the  basis  of  the 
Shanghai  communique.  Both  sides  regarded  our  discussions  as  significant,  use- 
ful, and  constructive.  Our  relationship  is  becoming  a  permanent  feature  of  the 
international  poHtical  landscape.  It  benefits  not  only  our  two  peoples  but  all 
peoples  of  the  region  and  the  entire  world. 

A  fourth  principle  of  our  Pacific  policy  is  our  continuing  stake  in  stability 
and  security  in  Southeast  Asia. 

After  leaving  China,  I  visited  Indonesia  and  the  Philippines.  Indonesia  is  a 
nation  of  140  million  people,  the  fifth  largest  population  in  the  world  today. 
It  is  one  of  our  important  new  friends  and  a  major  country  in  that  area  of  the 
world.  The  Republic  of  the  Philippines  is  one  of  our  oldest  and  dearest  allies. 
Our  friendship  demonstrates  America's  longstanding  interest  in  Asia. 

I  spent  3  days  in  Djakarta  and  Manila.  I  would  have  liked  to  have  had  time 
to  visit  our  friends  in  Thailand,  Singapore,  and  Malaysia.  We  share  important 
political  and  economic  concerns  with  these  five  nations  who  make  up  the 
Association  of  Southeast  Asian  Nations. 

I  can  assure  you  that  Americans  will  be  hearing  much  more  about  the 
ASEAN  organization.  All  of  its  members  are  friends  of  the  United  States.  Their 
total  population  equals  our  own.  While  they  are  developing  countries,  they 
possess  many,  many  assets— vital  peoples,  abundant  natural  resources,  and  well- 
managed  agricultures.  They  have  skilled  leaders  and  the  determination  to 
develop  themselves  and  to  solve  their  own  problems.  Each  of  these  countries 
protects  its  independence  by  relying  on  its  own  national  resilience  and  diplomacy. 
We  must  continue  to  assist  them.  I  learned  during  my  visit  that  our  friends  want 
us  to  remain  actively  engaged  in  the  affairs  of  the  region.  We  intend  to  do  so. 

We  retain  close  and  valuable  ties  with  our  old  friends  and  allies  in  the 
Southwest  Pacific — Australia  on  the  one  hand  and  New  Zealand  on  the  other. 

A  fifth  tenet  of  our  new  Pacific  policy  is  our  belief  that  peace  in  Asia  depends 
upon  a  resolution  of  outstanding  political  conflicts. 

In  Korea,  tension  persists.  We  have  close  ties  with  the  Republic  of  Korea. 
And  we  remain  committed  to  peace  and  security  on  the  Korean  Peninsula,  as 
the  presence  of  our  forces  there  attests.  Responding  to  the  heightened  tension 
last  spring,  we  reaffirmed  our  support  of  the  Republic  of  Korea.  Today,  the 
United  States  is  ready  to  consider  constructive  ways  of  easing  tensions  on  the 
peninsula.  But  we  will  continue  to  resist  any  moves  which  attempt  to  exclude 
the  Republic  of  Korea  from  discussion  of  its  own  future. 
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In  Indochina,  the  heaUng  effects  of  time  are  required.  Our  policies  toward 
the  new  regimes  of  the  peninsula  will  be  determined  by  their  conduct  toward 
us.  We  are  prepared  to  reciprocate  gestures  of  good  will — particularly  the  return 
of  remains  of  Americans  killed  or  missing  in  action  or  information  about  them. 
If  they  exhibit  restraint  toward  their  neighbors  and  constructive  approaches  to 
international  problems,  we  will  look  to  the  future  rather  than  to  the  past. 

The  sixth  point  of  our  new  policy  in  the  Pacific  is  that  peace  in  Asia  requires 
a  structure  of  economic  cooperation  reflecting  the  aspiration  of  all  the  peoples 
in  the  region. 

The  Asian-Pacific  economy  has  recently  achieved  more  rapid  growth  than 
any  other  region  in  the  world.  Our  trade  with  East  Asia  now  exceeds  our 
transactions  with  the  European  Community.  America's  jobs,  currency,  and  raw 
materials  depend  upon  economic  ties  with  the  Pacific  Basin.  Our  trade  with  the 
region  is  now  increasing  by  more  than  30  percent  annually,  reaching  some  $46 
billion  last  year.  Our  economies  are  increasingly  interdependent  as  cooperation 
grows  between  developed  and  developing  nations. 

Our  relations  with  the  five  ASEAN  countries  are  marked  by  growing  maturity 
and  by  more  modest  and  more  realistic  expectations  on  both  sides.  We  no  longer 
approach  them  as  donor  to  dependent.  These  proud  people  look  to  us  less  for 
outright  aid  than  for  new  trading  opportunities  and  more  equitable  arrange- 
ments for  the  transfer  of  science  and  technology. 

There  is  one  common  theme  which  was  expressed  to  me  by  the  leaders  of 
every  Asian  country  that  I  visited.  They  all  advocate  the  continuity  of  steady  and 
responsible  American  leadership.  They  seek  self-reliance  in  their  own  future  and 
in  their  own  relations  with  us. 

Our  military  assistance  to  allies  and  friends  is  a  modest  responsibility,  but  its 
political  significance  far  surpasses  the  small  cost  involved.  We  serve  our  highest 
national  interests  by  strengthening  their  self-reliance,  their  relations  with  us, 
their  solidarity  with  each  other,  and  their  regional  security. 

I  emphasized  to  every  leader  I  met  that  the  United  States  is  a  Pacific  nation.  I 
pledged,  as  President,  I  will  continue  America's  active  concern  for  Asia  and 
our  presence  in  the  Asian-Pacific  region. 

Asia  is  entering  a  new  era.  We  can  contribute  to  a  new  structure  of  stability 
founded  on  a  balance  among  the  major  powers,  strong  ties  to  our  allies  in  the 
region,  an  easing  of  tension  between  adversaries,  the  self-reliance  and  regional 
solidarity  of  smaller  nations,  and  expanding  economic  ties  and  cultural  ex- 
changes. These  components  of  peace  are  already  evident.  Our  foreign  policy  in 
recent  years  and  in  recent  days  encourages  their  growth. 
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If  we  can  remain  steadfast,  historians  will  look  back  and  view  the  1970's  as 
the  beginning  of  a  period  of  peaceful  cooperation  and  progress,  a  time  of  grow- 
ing community  for  all  the  nations  touched  by  this  great  ocean. 

Here  in  the  Pacific  crossroads  of  Hawaii,  we  envision  hope  for  a  wider  com- 
munity of  man.  We  see  the  promise  of  a  unique  republic  which  includes  all  the 
world's  races.  No  other  country  has  been  so  truly  a  free,  multiracial  society. 
Hawaii  is  a  splendid  example,  a  splendid  showcase  of  America  and  exemplifies 
our  destiny  as  a  Pacific  nation. 

America's  Pacific  heritage  emerged  from  this  remarkable  State.  I  am  proud  to 
visit  Hawaii — the  island  star  in  the  American  firmament  which  radiates  the 
universal  magic  of  aloha. 

Let  there  flow  from  Hawaii — and  from  all  of  the  States  in  our  Union — to  all 
peoples.  East  and  West,  a  new  spirit  of  interchange  to  build  human  brotherhood. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:   The  President  spoke  at   11:05   a.m.   at  the       and  Fujio  Matsuda,  president  of  the  University  of 
East-West    Center.    In    his    opening    remarks,    he       Hawaii, 
referred  to  Everett  Kleinjans,  president  of  the  center, 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  on  Board  Air  Force  One  en  Route 
to  Washington,  D.C.     December  8,  1973 

Barbara  Walters  [NBC  News].  Mr.  President,  at  the  end  of  this  trip,  as  you 
look  back,  what  were  the  highUghts  for  you  ?  What  do  you  think  was  the  most 
important  thing  that  came  out  of  it? 

The  President.  Barbara,  every  stop  we  made,  whether  it  was  Alaska,  which 
was  significant  in  seeing  what  the  pipeline  was  doing  or  how  it  was  progressing; 
and  China,  of  course,  where  we  had  very  extensive  substantive  meetings  which 
I  thought  were  extremely  beneficial;  or  whether  it  was  Indonesia,  where  I  had 
an  opportunity  to  talk  in  some  detail  and  depth  with  President  Suharto;  whether 
it  was  the  Philippines,  where  we  had  not  only  a  meaningful  meeting,  but  we 
had  a  very  pleasant  time ;  or  whether  it  was  Hawaii,  where  the  opportunity  to 
go  to  the  Arizona  and  subsequently  to  the  East- West  Center — it  seemed  to  me 
that  everything  fitted  in  extremely  well.  There  were  no  minuses  and  many,  many 
pluses. 

Q.  There  will  inevitably,  Mr.  President,  be  some  criticism— those  who  will  say 
that  you  wasted  time  and  energy  and  that  a  lot  of  this  could  have  been  accom- 
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plished  by  someone  below  you  or  by  meetings  closer  to  home.  How  do  you 
answer  that  criticism  ? 

The  President.  Barbara,  we  worked  a  good  many  hours.  I  was  in  constant 
contact  with  people  in  Washington— in  fact,  I  called  several  people  from 
Peking— involving  the  legislative  situation  to  determine,  with  the  Republican 
legislative  leaders,  what  we  ought  to  do  in  reference  to  the  tax  bill. 

So,  it  was  not  only  work  on  foreign  policy,  which  was  very  significant,  but 
it  also  gave  us  a  chance  to  keep  in  good  contact  with  the  people  back  in  Wash- 
ington on  domestic  matters. 

Q.  But  did  you,  yourself,  have  to  go?  Were  they  the  kinds  of  meetings  that 
demanded  the  President  of  the  United  States  ? 

The  President.  Barbara,  I  think  the  discussions  we  had  in  Peking  were 
mandatory  at  my  level,  and  the  discussions  also  with  President  Suharto  and 
President  Marcos  were  likewise  discussions  that  could  only  be  carried  on  by 
the  heads  of  government.  So,  if  you  look  at  it  that  way  and  the  importance 
of  the  discussions  in  all  three  countries,  yes,  it  was  extremely  important  and 
essential  that  I  participate. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  we  are  all  exhausted.  How  do  you  do  it?  What  are  they 
feeding  you? 

The  President.  I  enjoy  the  work,  for  one  thing,  and  I  really  get  stimulated 
by  the  challenge  in  every  place  we  go.  So,  it  is  one  of  those  things  that  just  keeps 
you  going  because  it  is  necessary  and  challenging. 
Q.  What  time  are  you  going  to  be  in  the  office  today  ? 

The  President.  I  will  probably  be  there  reasonably  early,  but  not  as  early  as 
normal. 

Q.  We  hear  that  you  may  go  to  the  Middle  East  next,  Mr.  President.  Are 
there  any  plans? 

The  President.  There  are  no  definite  plans,  Helen  [Helen  Thomas,  United 
Press  International]. 
Q.  The  word  "definite"— that  is  what  is  throwing  us  off. 
The  President,  We  probably  will  at  some  point.  It,  of  course,  is  an  area  of 
tremendous  importance,  not  only  to  the  United  States  but  to  many  other  coun- 
tries, including  those  in  the  Middle  East.  But  at  the  present  time  we  have  no 
specific  plans  for  any  trip  overseas  at  all. 

Q.  Things  are  looking  better  now  with  Brezhnev  to  come  here,  perhaps,  or  a 
break  in  SALT? 
The  President.  We  are  going  to  hold  some  very  important  meetings  with  the 
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NSC  within  the  next  week  or  10  days,  and  of  course,  those  meetings  will  deter- 
mine to  a  substantial  degree  what  we  can  do,  if  anything. 

We  certainly  are  of  the  same  mind  today,  as  we  have  been  in  the  past,  that  a 
SALT  II  agreement,  if  mutual,  that  in  its  responsibilities  is  in  the  best  interests 
of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  world. 

It  is  really  nice  to  see  you  all.  Thank  you. 

Reporter.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  The  exchange  began  at  1:52  a.m.,  e.s.t. 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on  Administration  Eflforts 
To  Settle  the  Cyprus  Conflict.     December  8,  1975 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  submitting,  pursuant  to  PubUc  Law  94-104,  the  first  of  a  series  of  reports 
on  efforts  this  Administration  is  making  to  help  resolve  the  Cyprus  problem. 
Subsequent  progress  reports,  as  required  by  this  legislation,  will  be  forwarded 
to  you  at  sixty-day  intervals. 

In  his  speech  before  the  U.N.  General  Assembly  on  September  25,  1975,  the 
Secretary  of  State  outlined  the  Administration's  policy  on  the  complex  Cyprus 
problem  as  follows: 

"The  details  of  a  Cyprus  settlement  are  for  the  two  communities  themselves 
to  decide.  However,  in  keeping  with  U.N.  resolutions  which  the  United  States 
has  fully  supported,  the  following  principles  are  essential: 

"A  settlement  must  preserve  the  independence,  sovereignty,  and  territorial 
integrity  of  Cyprus; 

"It  must  insure  that  both  the  Greek-Cypriot  and  the  Turkish-Cypriot  com- 
munities can  live  in  freedom  and  have  a  large  voice  in  their  own  affairs; 

"The  present  dividing  lines  cannot  be  permanent.  There  must  be  agreed  terri- 
torial arrangements  which  reflect  the  economic  requirements  of  the  Greek- 
Cypriot  community  and  take  account  of  its  self-respect; 

"There  must  be  provisions  for  the  withdrawal  of  foreign  military  forces 
other  than  those  present  under  the  authority  of  international  agreements;  and, 

"There  must  be  security  for  all  Cypriots;  the  needs  and  wishes  of  the  refugees 
who  have  been  the  principal  victims  and  whose  tragic  plight  touches  us  all 
must  be  dealt  with  speedily  and  with  compassion." 
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These  elements,  which  we  consider  essential  to  a  settlement,  are  consistent 
with  the  aspirations  of  the  overwhelming  majority  of  the  people  of  Cyprus. 
Beyond  that,  only  the  Cypriot  people  can  decide  how  to  rebuild  and  preserve 
their  sovereign,  independent  nation  so  it  may  again  serve  the  interests  of  all  its 
citizens. 

With  this  appreciation  of  both  the  opportunities  and  limitations  of  U.S.  action, 
I  declared  immediately  following  enactment  of  P.L.  94-104  on  October  6  that 
the  United  States  would  make  a  major  effort  to  encourage  a  resumption  of  the 
Cyprus  negotiations  and  to  facilitate  progress  by  all  the  parties  involved — 
Greece,  Turkey,  and  Cyprus — toward  a  peaceful  and  equitable  solution.  I 
also  stated  that  the  United  States  would  undertake  whatever  role  the  parties 
themselves  wanted  us  to  play  in  achieving  a  settlement. 

Immediately  thereafter,  we  took  a  number  of  steps  through  diplomatic  chan- 
nels aimed  at  helping  the  parties  find  a  basis  for  resuming  the  intercommunal 
talks  under  the  aegis  of  U.N.  Secretary  General  Waldheim.  As  a  first  step,  I 
wrote  directly  to  the  Prime  Ministers  of  Greece  and  Turkey  to  stress  the  impor- 
tance the  United  States  attaches  to  the  resumption  of  the  intercommunal  Cyprus 
talks  and  to  emphasize  our  wish  that  the  Cyprus  problem  be  removed  as  a 
source  of  instability  in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean.  My  letters  were  followed  by  a 
series  of  communications  from  Secretary  Kissinger  to  the  Foreign  Ministers  of 
Greece  and  Turkey  and  to  President  Makarios  of  Cyprus.  In  each  of  these  com- 
munications, an  effort  was  made  to  define  the  differences  as  we  saw  them  between 
the  negotiating  positions  of  the  other  parties  and  to  urge  that  an  effort  be  made 
to  narrow  the  gap. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  during  the  past  sixty  days,  also  has  consulted  extensively 
with  several  of  our  major  European  allies  who  have  engaged  in  corresponding 
and  complementary  initiatives  with  the  Greek,  Turkish  and  Cypriot  govern- 
ments. Parallel  initiatives  also  were  undertaken  during  this  period  by  the 
European  Community. 

These  initiatives  have  not  produced  a  major  breakthrough;  but  taken  together 
they  have  advanced  prospects  for  a  negotiated  settlement.  A  new  appreciation 
now  exists  in  Athens,  Ankara,  and  Nicosia  that  delay  in  resuming  the  inter- 
communal talks  will  harden  attitudes  and  make  future  progress  more  difficult. 
In  each  capital,  there  is  a  desire  to  begin  anew  an  earnest  search  for  a  solution. 
Each  party  also  has  a  realistic  understanding  of  what  it  must  do  to  make  progress 
possible. 

In  Ankvara,  the  Turkish  Foreign  Minister  announced  on  October  21,  shortly 
after  the  Turkish  senatorial  elections,  that  the  time  was  opportune  to  search 
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for  a  solution  and  that  all  aspects  for  a  settlement  could  be  discussed  at  the  inter- 
communal  talks.  Turkey  has  also  indicated  that  it  would  encourage  the  Turkish 
Cypriots  to  engage  in  meaningful  negotiations  within  the  intercommunal  frame- 
work. There  is  also  a  recognition  in  Ankara  that  a  discussion  of  their  position  on 
territory  is  essential  once  the  intercommunal  talks  have  been  resumed  and  that 
troop  reductions  as  well  as  steps  to  resolve  the  refugee  issue  are  essential  ingredi- 
ents to  any  Cyprus  settlement. 

Similar  meaningful  changes  have  occurred  in  the  Greek  and  Greek-Cypriot 
negotiating  positions  with  respect  to  such  subjects  as  the  organization  of  the 
future  central  government  and  the  division  of  responsibilities  and  delegation  of 
authority  to  the  future  regional  administrations. 

In  sum,  we  have  seen,  as  have  our  principal  Western  allies,  a  narrowing  of 
differences  on  most  of  the  key  issues  necessary  to  negotiate  a  Cyprus  solution. 
The  range  of  disagreement  between  the  parties  now  seems  to  us  surmountable. 
Under  such  circumstances,  it  should  have  been  possible  in  November  to  bring 
the  parties  back  to  the  negotiating  table.  However,  once  a  date  had  been  sched- 
uled in  New  York  for  the  Cyprus  debate  at  the  U.N.  General  Assembly,  the 
parties  felt  compelled  to  await  the  outcome  before  sitting  down  with  the  U.N. 
Secretary  General  to  resume  actual  negotiations. 

Now  that  the  United  Nations  has  completed  its  consideration  of  the  Cyprus 
question  and  passed  a  new  resolution  calling  for  intercommunal  negotiations, 
efforts  to  schedule  new  talks  are  underway.  We  have  consulted  U.N.  Secretary 
General  Waldheim  and  the  Governments  of  Greece,  Turkey,  and  Cyprus.  Our 
common  interest  is  to  have  renewed  negotiations  of  sufficient  depth  and  duration 
to  allow  full  discussion  of  all  key  substantive  issues.  There  is  every  reason  to 
believe  this  kind  of  negotiation  will  begin  in  the  very  near  future.  To  facilitate 
this  effort,  I  have  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  to  give  special  emphasis  to  the 
subject  of  Cyprus  negotiations  when  he  meets  with  the  Turkish  and  Greek 
Foreign  Ministers  during  the  NATO  Ministerial  meeting  in  Brussels  in  the 
second  week  of  December. 

We  now  find  ourselves  at  an  important  juncture  in  the  search  for  a  Cyprus 
settlement.  The  negotiating  framework  which  has  emerged  finally  should  allow 
early  and  orderly  discussion  of  the  most  serious  substantive  issues,  including 
refugees  which  hold  the  key  to  a  final  settlement.  We  have  succeeded  in  moving 
to  this  point  in  large  part  because,  since  early  October,  the  United  States  has  been 
free  to  resume  an  active,  evenhanded  role  among  all  the  parties.  The  outcome 
of  the  resumed  Cyprus  negotiations  may  depend  upon  our  ability  to  maintain 
this  role  in  the  months  ahead. 
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An  important  beginning  has  been  made  in  the  past  sixty  days  toward  the 
elusive  goal  of  a  peaceful,  equitable,  and  enduring  Cyprus  solution.  In  the  days 
ahead,  I  believe  our  eflforts  will  bring  results  if  we  continue  to  have  the  support 
and  understanding  of  the  Congress.  I  intend  to  review  with  you  in  subsequent 
reports  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  the  common  quest  to  restore  peace 
and  stability  to  the  island  of  Cyprus. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

December  8,  1975. 
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Letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  Senate  Committee 
Chairmen  Recommending  Economic  and  Military 
Assistance  for  Greece.     December  8,  1975 

PURSUANT  to  Section  2(b)(2)  of  P.L.  94-104, 1  am  pleased  to  submit  to  the 
Congress  my  recommendations  for  economic  and  miUtary  assistance  to  Greece 
for  fiscal  year  1976. 

The  bonds  between  the  United  States  and  Greece  have  historically  been  close 
and  deep.  Both  countries  were  linked  together  as  allies  in  World  War  II.  They 
later  cooperated  in  defeating  the  communist  guerrilla  movement  in  Greece  in 
the  late  1940's.  Subsequently,  Greece  sent  a  military  force  to  Korea  to  assist  the 
United  Nations'  effort  against  the  communist  aggression.  In  1952,  Greece  joined 
NATO.  The  bonds  between  our  two  nations  are  not  only  political,  but  ethical 
and  cultural  as  well.  The  peoples  of  Greece  and  the  United  States  cherish  a  com- 
mon heritage  and  a  common  belief  in  freedom  and  human  dignity. 

My  Administration  has  worked  with  the  new  Greek  Government  in  this 
spirit  of  friendship  and  alliance  to  identify  areas  in  which  we  might  be  of  assist- 
ance and,  thereby,  advance  our  common  interests.  Following  consultations  with 
the  Greek  Government,  we  began  consideration  of  a  program  aimed  at  assisting 
Greece  economically.  We  supported  increased  financial  assistance  for  Greece  at 
the  International  Monetary  Fund  and  World  Bank.  For  fiscal  year  1975,  we  also 
raised  the  level  of  military  credit  assistance  to  Greece  from  $71  million  to  $86 
million.  In  addition,  to  increase  the  amount  of  Export-Import  Bank  lending 
to  Greece,  the  Bank  Chairman  visited  Athens  last  spring  to  discuss  with  Greek 
businessmen  and  officials  ways  in  which  Greece  could  take  better  advantage  of 
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the  Bank's  programs.  This  visit  was  followed  by  a  further  Export-Import  Bank 
mission  in  November. 

The  Greek  Government  itself  has  moved  vigorously  to  confront  its  most  seri- 
ous problems.  It  has  dramatically  reduced  the  level  of  inflation.  It  has  reversed 
the  decline  in  its  Gross  National  Product.  In  addition,  it  has  moved  to  restore 
public  confidence  in  the  military  establishment  as  a  non-political  force  capable 
of  defending  Greece's  security  interests. 

At  the  same  time,  the  government  in  Athens  has  made  clear  to  this  Adminis- 
tration its  need  for  increased  levels  of  assistance  for  the  current  fiscal  year.  Based 
on  that  request  and  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  Congressional  debate  preceding 
passage  of  P.L.  94-104, 1  sent  an  expert  team  to  Athens  from  the  Department 
of  State  and  the  Agency  for  International  Development  in  October  to  consult 
with  senior  Greek  officials  on  that  Nation's  most  urgent  needs  for  economic 
and  military  assistance. 

The  team  of  experts  concluded  that  Greece,  faced  with  continued  domestic 
economic  difficulties  and  a  need  to  modernize  its  military  establishment,  merited 
increased  U.S.  support  for  fiscal  year  1976.  Based  on  Greek  requests  and  the 
findings  of  our  own  experts,  I  submitted  to  the  Congress  on  October  30,  1975, 
a  request  for  fiscal  year  1976  for  $50  million  in  grant  military  aid,  $90  million 
in  FMS  credit  and  $65  milUon  as  a  supporting  assistance  loan.  This  latter  loan 
is  designed  specifically  to  ease  Greece's  temporary  balance  of  payment  difficulties. 

This  package  of  assistance  is  justified  on  three  grounds.  First,  it  will  help 
strengthen  the  foundation  of  representative  democracy  in  Greece.  Second,  it 
will  demonstrate  our  interest  in  modernizing  and  improving  the  Greek  armed 
forces,  and  will  be  consistent  with  our  stated  desire  that  Greece  return  at  an 
early  date  to  a  full  participation  within  the  NATO  Alliance.  Finally,  it  will 
assist  the  Greek  Government  and  the  Greek  people  in  a  moment  of  critical 
economic  need. 

Based  on  my  review  of  Greece's  need  as  well  as  our  overall  budgetary  situa- 
tion, I  have  concluded  that  my  proposals  of  October  30  are  appropriate  for  this 
fiscal  year.  I  strongly  urge  the  Congress  to  give  them  early  and  favorable  con- 
sideration. 

Sincerely, 


Gerald  R.  Ford 

Committee  on  Approp 
John  Sparkman,  chairr 
Representatives,  the  Honorable  John  L.  McClellan,       of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 


note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed  to       chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Appropria- 
the  Honorable  Carl  Albert,  Speaker  of  the  House  of       tions,  and  the  Honorable  John  Sparkman,  chairman 
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Letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  Senate  Committee 
Chairmen  Reporting  on  Discussions  With  Turkey  on 
Control  of  Opium  Poppies.     December  8,  1975 

PURSUANT  to  Public  Law  94-104,  discussions  have  been  held  with  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Turkey  on  effective  means  of  preventing  diversion  of  the  Turkish 
opium  poppy  crop  into  ilUcit  channels.  These  discussions  continue  long-standing 
consultations  between  the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and  the  Republic 
of  Turkey  on  suppression  of  the  illegal  international  traffic  in  narcotics. 

The  Government  of  Turkey  is  aware  of  our  concern  and  that  of  other  nations 
of  the  world  regarding  the  terrible  plight  of  drug  abuse.  This  concern  has  been 
made  known  to  successive  Governments  of  Turkey  by  this  and  previous  Admin- 
istrations, by  many  other  governments,  and  by  the  United  Nations. 

I  have  been  encouraged  by  reports  from  our  Embassy  in  Ankara,  from  the 
Drug  Enforcement  Administration  and  from  the  United  Nations,  indicating 
the  Government  of  Turkey's  efforts  to  keep  poppy  cultivation  under  effective 
control  thus  far  have  been  successful.  I  have  received  no  evidence  to  date  that 
there  has  been  any  illicit  diversion  of  the  current  Turkish  crop. 

When  Turkey  permitted  the  resumption  of  poppy  cultivation  in  1974,  the 
production  of  opium  gum  was  forbidden  and  the  poppy  straw  harvesting  process 
was  adopted  instead.  At  the  same  time,  Turkey  implemented  stringent  inspec- 
tions and  controls  of  the  poppy  crop.  The  poppy  straw  process  makes  control  of 
the  crop  much  easier.  It  has  been  used  successfully  in  several  countries  to  facilitate 
efforts  to  prevent  illicit  diversion  from  legal  opium  poppy  growing  areas.  Turkey 
has  reissued  the  same  control  decree  to  cover  next  year's  crop.  We  expect  the 
controls  to  be  as  effective  as  before,  because  of  the  introduction  of  more  modern 
communications  and  surveillance  equipment  and  more  experience  in  administer- 
ing the  controls. 

The  United  Nations  Fund  for  Drug  Abuse  Control  has  provided  Turkey  with 
technical  assistance  in  meeting  the  requirements  of  the  poppy  straw  process.  I 
believe  the  United  States  should  continue  to  support  the  good  work  of  the  United 
Nations  Fund  for  Drug  Abuse  Control  in  its  assistance  to  Turkey  and  other 
countries  in  combating  the  diversion  of  legally  produced  opiates  from  legitimate 
pharmaceutical  uses. 

I  also  share  the  views  of  the  majority  in  the  Congress  that  close  bilateral 
cooperation  with  Turkey  is  essential  to  prevent  illicit  diversion  of  poppy  crops. 
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In  July  of  this  year  at  our  meeting  in  Helsinki,  I  discussed  with  Prime  Minister 
Demirel  my  continuing  deep  concern  about  the  ravages  of  drug  abuse  and  the 
need  to  suppress  diversion  of  opiates  into  illicit  channels.  Prime  Minister  Demirel 
strongly  concurred  in  my  views  and  affirmed  his  personal  commitment  to  the 
prevention  of  illict  diversion  of  opiates  from  his  country. 

On  October  29,  follov^ing  enactment  of  Public  L2.W  94-104, 1  sent  a  letter  to 
the  Prime  Minister  of  Turkey  urging  that  already  existing  discussions  betw^een 
our  tv^o  governments  on  opium  poppy  controls  be  intensified  in  the  period  ahead. 
On  November  28,  Prime  Minister  Demirel  sent  me  a  very  positive  response  con- 
firming his  earlier  assurance  that  he  fully  supports  continuing  effective  poppy 
controls  and  maintaining  a  dialogue  between  the  two  governments  on  this  vital 
subject. 

Since  the  passage  of  Public  Law  94-104,  discussion  and  meetings  on  poppy 
controls  have  been  held  with  Turkish  Government  officials  at  many  levels. 
Ambassador  Macomber  has  reviewed  the  issue  with  the  Turkish  Prime  Minister. 
Additionally,  the  Deputy  Chief  of  Mission  and  the  Embassy  Narcotics  Control 
Coordinator  have  met  with  the  Turkish  Foreign  Ministry's  Director  of  Narcotics 
Control  Affairs.  The  U.S.  AID  poppy  specialist  in  Ankara  has  held  consultations 
with  Turkish  Soils  Product  Office  and  Agriculture  Ministry  officials  in  Ankara, 
Izmir,  and  in  the  poppy  growing  areas.  In  addition,  the  Regional  Director  of  the 
Drug  Enforcement  Administration  in  Ankara  has  been  in  continuing  contact 
with  high  Turkish  law  enforcement  officials.  Our  Ambassador  and  his  staff  will 
continue  these  meetings  and  discussions  on  poppy  controls. 

I  believe  the  desire  of  the  Congress  that  meaningful  discussions  be  conducted 
with  the  Government  of  Turkey  on  insuring  continued  effective  poppy  controls 
have  been  met  by  the  actions  described  above. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed  chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Appropria- 
to  the  Honorable  Carl  Albert,  Speaker  of  the  House  tions,  and  the  Honorable  John  Sparkman,  chairman 
of  Representatives,  the  Honorable  John  L.  McClellan,       of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 


1963 


[721]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  December  10 

721 

Statement  Announcing  Formation  of  the  National  Center  for 
Productivity  and  Quality  of  Working  Life.     December  10,  1975 

ON  November  28,  1975, 1  signed  into  law  S.  2195/  a  bill  creating  the  National 
Center  for  Productivity  and  Quality  of  Working  Life.  As  I  have  stressed  many 
times,  continued  productivity  growth  is  vital  to  improving  the  standard  of  living 
of  all  Americans  and  to  maintaining  our  competitive  position  in  the  international 
economy.  By  providing  a  unique  forum  for  cooperative  labor,  management,  and 
government  efforts,  the  National  Center  for  Productivity  and  Quality  of  Work- 
ing Life  holds  great  promise  for  stimulating  America's  productivity. 

Today,  I  am  happy  to  announce  that  Vice  President  Rockefeller  has  agreed  to 
serve  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  the  new  Center.  The  Vice  President  deserves 
much  credit  for  the  tremendous  energy  he  has  devoted  in  the  past  as  Chairman 
of  the  former  National  Commission  on  Productivity  and  Work  Quality.  Because 
of  the  importance  I  personally  attach  to  this  Center,  I  am  delighted  that  the 
Vice  President  will  continue  his  leadership  as  Chairman  of  the  Board.  Under  his 
direction,  I  expect  major  contributions  from  this  new  Center  in  the  months 
ahead. 

The  National  Center  for  Productivity  and  Quality  of  Working  Life  will  assume 
a  greatly  enlarged  role  in  stimulating  productivity  in  both  the  private  and  public 
sectors  of  the  economy.  In  addition  to  encouraging  the  joint  efforts  of  labor, 
management,  and  government  to  improve  productivity  and  quality  of  working 
life,  it  will  have  the  responsibility  for  reviewing  government  regulations  and 
policies  on  productivity. 

The  creation  of  this  new  Center  is  a  fine  example  of  bipartisan  cooperation 
between  the  Congress  and  this  Administration.  I  thank  the  many  Members  of 
Congress  who  worked  on  this  legislation  as  well  as  the  many  others  who  have 
made  major  contributions  to  the  creation  of  the  Center. 

A  policy  statement  concerning  productivity  growth  in  this  country  prepared 
by  the  members  of  the  National  Commission  on  Productivity  and  Work  Quality 
is  being  released  today.  This  important  statement  provides  suggestions  on  estab- 
lishing priorities  for  our  Nation  in  dealing  with  the  problems  and  opportunities 
for  improved  productivity.  I  am  grateful  to  those  members  of  the  Commission 
who  labored  so  diligently  to  develop  it.  As  we  all  know,  this  will  not  be  a  simple 


'  Public  Law  94-136  (89  Stat.  733). 
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task,  but  our  success  can  bolster  the  strength  of  our  economy  and  improve  the 
well-being  of  current  and  future  generations. 
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Memorandum  Extending  the  Federal  Cost  Reduction 
Campaign.     December  11,  1975 

[Dated  December  10,  1975.    Released  December  11, 1975] 

Memorandum  for  the  Heads  of  Departments  and  Agencies 

On  May  6  of  this  year,  I  announced  a  campaign  for  cost  reduction  within  the 
Federal  Government.  I  am  pleased  and  grateful  that  the  response  of  civilian  and 
military  personnel  has  been  outstanding. 

It  has  been  my  pleasure  to  sign  362  congratulatory  letters  for  constructive  ideas 
and  other  contributions  which  produced  savings  to  the  Government  of  $25 
million.  These  outstanding  results  demonstrate  the  interest  and  abilities  of  those 
in  the  public  service  of  our  Nation. 

The  need  is  great  to  continue  to  reduce  Federal  spending  and  to  conserve 
energy  and  other  vital  resources.  Because  civilian  and  military  personnel  can 
help  meet  this  urgent  need,  I  am  extending  the  cost  reduction  campaign  through 
May  5, 1976.  Therefore,  I  ask  that  until  that  date  you  continue  to  inform  me  of 
contributions  approved  within  the  Federal  Incentive  Awards  Program  which 
have  measurable  benefits  of  $5,000  or  higher.  Further,  I  urge  that  agencies  con- 
tinue to  use  this  program  to  encourage  and  to  recognize  cost  saving  and  other 
significant  achievements  made  by  Federal  personnel. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

723 

Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Consumer  Goods  Pricing 
Act  of  1975.     December  12,  1975 

OBVIOUSLY,  I  am  extremely  pleased  to  have  the  opportunity  of  signing  this 
very  important  piece  of  legislation.  And  I  congratulate  my  former  colleagues  in 
the  Congress  on  a  bipartisan  basis  for  the  rapid  and,  I  think,  constructive  enact- 
ment of  this  important  legislation. 

The  repeal  of  the  fair  trade  laws  will  permit  consumers  to  get  the  discounts 
in  all  50  States.  And  the  best  way  to  ensure  that  consumers  are  paying  the  most 
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reasonable  price  for  consumer  products  is  to  restore  competition  in  the  market- 
place. This  legislation  will  do  that. 

This  is  one  of  the  prime  examples  of  how  I  intend  to  work  with  the  Congress, 
the  House  and  the  Senate,  on  a  bipartisan  basis  to  get  the  Government  out  of 
unnecessary,  inefficient  regulation  in  the  setting  of  prices  and  return  that  func- 
tion to  the  marketplace. 

I  look  forward  to  working  with  the  Congress  to  restore  competition  in  other 
areas  of  our  economy  now  under  inefficient  Government  regulation.  I  have  sub- 
mitted to  the  Congress  proposed  regulation,  or  the  abandonment  of  regulation, 
in  a  number  of  areas,  including  financial  institutions,  transportation — including 
the  airlines,  the  rails,  and  the  trucking  areas — as  well  as  energy.  And  I  hope 
that  we  can  work  together  to  make  some  substantial  progress  in  all  of  these 
areas. 

I  congratulate  those  who  have  worked  with  the  Congress  in  getting  this  leg- 
islation through  to  give  the  consumer  a  better  break  in  the  marketplace  so  that 
competition  will  be  the  prime  factor  in  ensuring  a  fair  and  reasonable 
opportunity  for  the  consumer  to  be  the  prime  beneficiary. 

I  congratulate  the  Members  of  Congress.  And  it  is  a  real  pleasure  for  me  on 
this  occasion  to  sign  this  legislation. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   10:03   a.m.  in  the  As  enacted,  the  bill  (H.R.  6971)  is  Public  Law 

Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  94-145  (89  Stat.  801). 
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Statement  on  the  Consumer  Goods  Pricing  Act  of  1975. 

December  12,  1975 

I  AM  today  signing  into  law  H.R.  6971,  which  will  make  it  illegal  for  manu- 
facturers to  fix  the  prices  of  consumer  products  sold  by  retailers.  This  new  leg- 
islation will  repeal  laws  enacted  in  1937  and  1952  which  amended  the  Federal 
antitrust  laws  so  States  could  authorize  otherwise  illegal  agreements  between 
manufacturers  and  retailers  setting  the  price  at  which  a  product  would  be  sold 
to  consumers.  Altogether,  over  the  years,  46  States  enacted  such  laws. 

The  so-called  fair  trade  laws  were  a  response  to  the  unique  economic  condi- 
tions of  the  Depression.  These  State  laws  require  all  retail  merchants  to  sell 
brand  name  merchandise  at  a  price  set  by  the  manufacturer  if  the  manufacturer 
wanted  his  product  to  be  labeled  a  fair  trade  item.  In  essence,  these  laws  pro- 
hibit price  competition  between  retailers  on  many  consumer  products. 
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If  a  merchant  offers  consumers  a  discount  price  on  a  fair  trade  item,  he  is 
subject  to  criminal  action  in  those  States  with  fair  trade  laws.  As  a  result,  these 
laws  prevent  the  American  people  from  receiving  the  benefit  of  lower  prices 
on  cameras,  watches,  sporting  goods,  small  appliances,  auto  supplies,  and  many 
other  brand  name  products.  In  today's  economy,  these  restraints  on  competition 
no  longer  make  sense. 

When  this  new  legislation  takes  effect  90  days  from  now,  retailers  will  again 
be  able  to  set  prices  on  a  more  competitive  basis,  thereby  enabling  consumers  in 
all  50  States  to  shop  for  the  best  products  at  the  lowest  possible  prices. 

Many  States  already  have  recognized  the  unfairness  of  these  laws.  Since  Janu- 
ary of  this  year,  15  State  legislatures  have  repealed  their  fair  trade  laws.  I  com- 
mend the  actions  of  these  States. 

I  commend  the  Congress  as  well  for  its  bipartisan  recognition  that  price  com- 
petition is  important  to  American  consumers  and  for  its  timely  consideration 
of  this  legislation.  Now  that  H.R.  6971  is  law,  I  hope  that  the  Congress  and  the 
Administration  will  continue  to  work  together  to  achieve  the  much  needed 
reform  of  other  Government  laws  and  regulations  which  impose  hidden  and 
unnecessary  costs  on  American  consumers.  In  particular,  I  hope  that  the  Con- 
gress will  support  my  program  of  regulatory  reform  in  such  important  areas 
as  air  transportation,  trucking,  and  financial  institutions. 

As  I  have  been  saying  since  taking  office,  the  best  way  we  can  protect  the 
consumer  is  to  identify  and  eliminate  costly,  inefficient,  and  obsolete  laws  and 
regulations.  Thus,  I  take  particular  pleasure  in  signing  this  bill  for  the  benefit 
of  the  American  consumer. 

notk:  As  enacted,  H.R.  6971  is  Public  Law  94-145  (89  Stat.  801). 
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Memorandum  to  Secretary  of  Transportation  Coleman  on 
Airline  Safety.     December  12,  1975 

[Dated  December  10, 1975.    Released  December  12,  1975] 

Memorandum  for:  Honorable  William  T.  Coleman,  Jr.,  Secretary,  Department 

of  Transportation 
Subject:  Airline  Safety 

I  have  read  with  considerable  concern  news  reports  on  the  recent  "near  miss" 
incidents  involving  large  passenger  jets.  It  is  of  great  importance  that  we  main- 
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tain  our  excellent  record  in  air  safety.  Therefore,  I  am  requesting  a  report  from 
you  summarizing  the  circumstances  surrounding  these  incidents  and  identifying 
the  steps  that  are  being  taken  to  avoid  similar  problems  in  the  future. 

This  matter  merits  immediate  attention,  particularly  as  we  enter  the  holiday 
season  when  air  travel  will  be  heavy. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
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Statement  on  Signing  a  Bill  Designating  a  National  Forest  Area 

in  Colorado  as  the  Flat  Tops  Wilderness. 

December  13,  1975 

I  HAVE  approved  S.  267,  which  designates  a  235,230-acre  Flat  Tops  Wilderness 
within  the  Routt  and  White  River  National  Forests  of  Colorado. 

The  Congress  and  the  executive  branch  have  worked  together  during  the 
past  11  years  to  augment  the  National  Wilderness  Preservation  System  estab- 
lished by  the  Wilderness  Act  of  1964.  The  System,  now  including  more  than 
12  million  acres,  shows  that  much  progress  has  been  made  in  securing  for  all 
Americans  the  benefit  of  an  enduring  resource  of  wilderness.  Last  year,  in  two 
separate  messages,  I  proposed  a  total  of  52  new  additions  which,  if  accepted  by 
the  Congress,  would  add  about  15  milHon  acres  to  the  Wilderness  System. 

Although  I  have  signed  S.  267,  it  should  be  noted  that  the  bill  designates  an 
area  some  93,000  acres  larger  than  the  approximately  142,000-acre  wilderness 
proposed  by  President  Johnson  in  1968.  Furthermore,  it  illustrates  three  concerns 
of  mine  regarding  the  designation  of  wilderness  within  the  National  Forest 
System. 

First,  the  Administration  has  strongly  and  consistently  urged  the  Congress 
not  to  designate  National  Forest  areas  as  wilderness  where  the  evidence  of  man's 
activity  is  clearly  apparent.  The  Flat  Tops  Wilderness,  nevertheless,  includes 
some  constructed  reservoirs,  partially  constructed  roads,  and  private  lands  with 
cabins  and  other  improvements. 

Second,  Administration  proposals  for  National  Forest  Wildernesses  follow 
careful  study  and  are  designed  to  assure  that  the  proposed  boundaries  would,  to 
the  maximum  extent  possible,  follow  recognizable  natural  features  and  be  located 
to  facihtate  protection  of  the  wilderness.  The  Flat  Tops  Wilderness  boundaries, 
in  contrast  to  the  Administration's  proposal,  contain  several  narrow  and  deep 
boundary  indentations  that  will  be  difficult  to  define  and  manage. 
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Third,  this  Administration  and  every  other  administration  since  1964  have 
urged  the  Congress  to  consider  carefully  trade-offs  between  wilderness  values  and 
other  resource  values  and  uses.  These  trade-offs  are  particularly  important 
within  the  National  Forest  System  where  wilderness  is  but  one  of  several  very 
important  resources  that  must  be  managed  for  the  benefits  of  all  Americans. 
The  Flat  Tops  Wilderness  contains  important  forest,  water,  recreation,  wildlife, 
and  forage  resource  values  that  will  now  be  partially  or  completely  forgone. 
Moreover,  a  mineral  survey  has  not  been  conducted  within  much  of  the  area 
which  the  Congress  added  to  the  Administration's  Flat  Tops  Wilderness  pro- 
posal. However,  because  mineral  resources  within  the  general  Flat  Tops  area 
are  believed  to  be  minimal,  I  have  decided  not  to  insist  that  additional  mineral 
studies  be  undertaken. 

I  am  hopeful  the  Congress  will  work  more  closely  with  the  executive  branch 
regarding  proposed  additions  to  the  Wilderness  System.  Several  National  Forest 
Wilderness  proposals  now  being  considered  by  the  Congress  would  include 
acreages  significantly  larger  than  those  proposed  by  the  Administration.  In  some 
cases,  the  additional  areas  would  more  than  double  the  acreage  we  proposed. 
More  careful  consideration  must  be  given  to  these  proposals  if  we  are  to  main- 
tain a  high-quality  Wilderness  System  while  protecting  many  other  important 
management  opportunities  for  these  lands. 

note:  As  enacted,  S.  267,  approved  December  12,  1975,  is  Public  Law  94-146  (89  Stat.  802). 
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Message  Congratulating  Prime  Minister  Malcolm  Fraser  of 

Australia  on  His  Election  Victory.     December  13,  1973 

I  WISH  to  extend  to  you  my  congratulations  on  the  Liberal  Party /National 
Country  Party  coalition  victory  in  the  recent  AustraHan  election.  Americans 
continue  to  attach  great  importance  to  the  warm  friendship  and  close  coopera- 
tion between  the  United  States  and  Australia,  and  to  the  ANZUS  alliance  which 
symbolizes  the  basic  identity  of  our  values  and  objectives. 

I  look  forward  to  working  with  you  and  your  government  as  we  face  the 
challenges  of  strengthening  the  structure  of  peace  and  economic  cooperation. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
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Remarks  at  a  Christmas  Party  for  the  White  House  Staff. 

December  15,  1975 

Mr.  Vice  President,  members  of  the  White  House  family: 

Christmas  has  a  very  special  meaning  for  all  of  us  regardless  of  our  religious 
beliefs,  because  it  is  a  holiday  built  around  the  concept  of  the  family.  What  began 
with  Joseph  and  Mary  and  the  infant  Jesus  in  the  manger  in  Bethlehem — the 
sentiments  of  togetherness  and  love — ^has  spread  over  the  centuries  to  millions 
and  millions  of  homes.  And  as  a  result,  regardless  of  where  it  is  around  the 
world,  I  think  it  has  become  an  almost  universal  blessing. 

Betty  and  I,  along  with  Susan  and  the  rest  of  the  family,  are  very  delighted  to 
have  all  of  you  in  this  wonderful  home  and  to  participate  in  the  first  showing 
of  the  wonderful  decorations  that  have  been  put  together  and  made  available 
for  as  many  as  can  come  and  see  what  we  have  here  in  the  White  House.  Betty 
says  for  an  old-fashioned  Christmas.  [Laughter'] 

But  let  me  say,  in  addition  to  seeing  the  wonderful  decorations  and,  I  hope, 
getting  the  warmth  of  the  feeling  that  exists  here,  we  do  want  to  express  to  all  of 
you  our  deepest  appreciation  and  broadest  gratitude  for  all  that  you  have  done 
over  the  last  16  or  17  months  to  try  and  make  our  Government  work  from  the 
White  House  as  effectively  as  possible. 

We  can't  express  deeply  enough  or  vigorously  enough  our  gratitude  and 
indebtedness  to  you.  Naturally,  we  know  the  long  hours  you  have  put  in  have 
interfered  with  your  own  family  and,  I  suspect,  some  of  your  Christmas  shop- 
ping. But  if  you  will  excuse  the  hours  even  on  these  days  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
we  want  to  say  strongly,  forcefully,  and  with  the  deepest  gratitude,  our  best 
wishes  for  a  very,  very  Merry  Christmas  and  the  happiest  of  New  Years. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5 :58  p.m.  in  the  East  Room  at  the  White  House. 
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Letter  to  Vice  President  Rockefeller  on  Receiving  the  Report 
of  the  President's  Panel  on  Federal  Compensation. 
December  16,  1975 

Dear  Nelson: 
I  thank  you  and  the  other  members  of  the  President's  Panel  on  Federal  Com- 
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pensation  for  your  report  of  the  Panel's  recommendations.  All  of  you  are  to  be 
commended  for  the  tremendous  effort  you  put  into  this  study. 

Your  assessment  of  the  current  Federal  Compensation  System  is  very  impor- 
tant and  timely.  It  provides  the  Administration  with  a  valuable  tool  to  improve 
the  Federal  pay  system  so  that  it  is  equitable  and  fair  to  both  Government 
employees  and  the  American  public. 
Once  again,  thank  you  for  a  job  well  done. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

[The  Honorable  Nelson  A.  Rockefeller,  The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.C.] 

note:  The  report  is  entitled  "Report  to  The  Presi-       tion — ^December  1975"  (Government  Printing  Office, 
dent  of  the  President's  Panel  on  Federal  Compensa-       44  pp.). 
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Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  the  Convention  for  the 
Conservation  of  Antarctic  Seals.     December  17,  1973 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  pleased  to  transmit  for  the  Senate's  advice  and  consent  to  ratification 
the  Convention  for  the  Conservation  of  Antarctic  Seals,  Wixh.  Annex,  done  at 
London  June  1,  1972.  I  transmit  also,  for  the  information  of  the  Senate,  the 
report  of  the  Department  of  State  w^ith  respect  to  the  Convention. 

Though  commercial  sealing  has  not  yet  started  in  the  w^ater  and  on  the  sea 
ice  in  Antarctica,  this  Convention  provides  some  valuable  protection  for  seals 
of  that  region.  It  prohibits  entirely  the  commercial  taking  of  three  species  of 
Antarctic  seals  and  sets  conservative  limits  on  the  taking  of  three  other  species. 
It  prohibits  sealing  in  the  w^ater,  except  in  Umited  quantities  for  scientific  re- 
search. It  sets  aside  reserves  w^here  no  sealing  can  take  place  and  forbids  sealing 
entirely  during  six  months  of  the  year.  More  importantly,  it  sets  up  the  machin- 
ery to  give  the  necessary  v^arning  v^hen  catch  limits  are  being  approached.  It 
obligates  the  Parties  at  that  point  to  prevent  further  sealing  by  their  nationals 
and  vessels.  Provision  is  also  made  for  adoption  of  additional  controls,  including 
an  effective  system  of  inspection,  if  commercial  seahng  starts  in  the  area.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  Convention  to  prevent  a  Party  from  adopting  for  its  nationals 
and  vessels  more  stringent  controls  than  provided  in  the  Convention.  The  United 
States  has  done  this  in  the  Marine  Mammal  Protection  Act  of  1972.  While  that 
legislation  is  in  effect,  and  until  the  Parties  decide  to  adopt  controls  and  inspec- 
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tion  procedures,  in  accordance  with  Article  VI,  no  new  legislation  is  needed  to 
implement  the  Agreement. 

Unfortunately  in  recent  years,  it  has  often  been  only  after  a  species  or  class 
of  wildlife  has  become  severely  depleted  or  even  endangered  that  international 
conservation  measures  have  been  initiated.  This  Convention  represents  a  unique 
opportunity  for  the  world  community  to  put  into  practice  the  hard  learned  les- 
sons of  the  past  and  to  act  prospectively  to  protect  the  seals  of  Antarctica.  I  urge 
the  Senate  to  give  the  Convention  its  prompt  and  favorable  consideration. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

December  17,  1975. 

note:  The  convention  and  accompanying  papers  are  printed  in  Senate  Executive  K  (94th  Cong.,  1st  sess.). 
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Remarks  Announcing  Veto  of  a  Tax  Reduction  Bill. 

December  17,  1975 

Good  evening,  everybody. 

I  am  vetoing  the  temporary  tax  cut  extension  bill  sent  to  me  by  the  Congress 
today.  I  have  been  telling  the  Congress  ever  since  October  that  I  would  veto  any 
tax  cut  if  the  Congress  failed  to  cut  Federal  spending  at  the  same  time.  Congress 
has  refused  to  put  any  limit  at  this  time  on  spending  for  the  next  fiscal  year  and 
instead  sent  me  a  temporary  6-month  extension  of  the  present  temporary  1975 
tax  levels  due  to  expire  on  New  Year's  Eve. 

There  is  no  need  for  your  withholding  taxes  to  go  up  in  1976.  There  is  no  need 
for  a  prolonged  confrontation  with  the  Congress  on  this  question.  I  believe  and 
the  Congress  evidently  beheves  that  our  Nation  will  benefit  by  giving  American 
taxpayers  a  break  in  1976. 

The  diflPerences  between  Congress  and  me  are  these : 

As  I  proposed  last  October  6, 1  want  a  larger  tax  cut  in  1976  than  we  have  had 
in  1975— $28  billion  to  be  exact— while  the  bill  before  me  would  merely  extend 
this  year's  tax  rate  which  works  out  to  about  $18  billion  a  year. 

As  I  made  clear  over  2  months  ago,  I  want  any  cut  in  Federal  tax  revenues 
coupled  with  a  cut  in  the  runaway  growth  of  Federal  spending.  Unless  we  start 
doing  this  now,  we  will  run  up  larger  and  larger  deficits  and  get  farther  and 
farther  away  from  a  balanced  budget.  We  will  risk  a  new  round  of  double-digit 
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inflation  which  would  invisibly  tax  every  dollar  you  have  or  you  earn  in  the 
future  by  a  much  higher  figure  than  any  relief  this  bill  offers. 

The  Congress  offers  only  to  keep  a  temporary  lid  on  taxes  while  leaving  the 
Federal  cash  register  wide  open  for  whatever  spending  Congress  wants  to  take 
out  in  an  election  year.  That  I  cannot  and  will  not  accept. 

I  said  I  would  submit  a  $395  billion  budget  for  fiscal  year  1977  next  January, 
and  I  intend  to  do  so.  This  represents  a  $28  billion  reduction  in  the  growth  of 
Federal  spending.  If  Congress  will  go  along  on  this  overall  ceiling — not  on  every 
detail  as  to  where  the  cuts  should  come — ^we  could  have  a  $28  billion  tax  cut  next 
year  without  adding  to  inflation. 

I  must  return  this  bill  to  Congress,  but  this  does  not  mean  your  taxes  must  go 
up  next  year.  The  Congress  still  has  time  before  Christmas  to  send  me  back  a 
tax  cut  extension  for  1976  coupled  with  a  clear  commitment  to  cut  the  growth 
of  Federal  spending.  Such  a  signal  to  the  country  and  to  the  world  that  the 
Federal  Government  in  Washington  is  at  last  facing  up  to  its  responsibility  to 
control  runaway  spending  would  be  the  best  Christmas  present  overburdened 
American  taxpayers  have  had  in  decades.  I  am  willing  and  waiting  to  sign  such 
legislation. 

There  is  only  one  real  issue  here,  and  it  requires  some  very  plain  speaking.  The 
American  people  want  tax  relief,  need  tax  relief,  and  deserve  Federal  tax  relief. 
But  they  also  want  uncontrolled  Federal  spending  to  stop.  Their  Government, 
the  officials  they  entrust  with  the  power  to  tax  and  to  spend  taxes,  for  years  and 
years  have  not  been  playing  fair  with  them.  Their  Government  has  been  raising 
Federal  benefits  knowing  full  well  those  benefits  have  to  be  paid  for  by  future 
taxpayers  or  by  the  merciless  tax  of  constant  inflation. 

The  American  people  know  this.  You  know  it,  and  I  know  it.  Upon  serious 
second  thought,  I  am  sure  the  majority  of  the  Congress  will  recognize  it.  The 
only  honest  way  to  reduce  taxes  is  to  reduce  the  spending  of  tax  money. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:30  p.m.  to  reporters  assembled  in  the  Briefing  Room  at  the  White  House. 

732 

Veto  of  a  Tax  Reduction  Bill. 
December  17,  1975 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 
I  am  returning  without  my  approval  the  bill,  H.R.  5559,  sent  to  me  today. 
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I  have  clearly  stated  ever  since  last  October  6  that  I  v^ould  veto  any  tax  cut  if 
you  failed  to  cut  future  Federal  spending  at  the  same  time.  You  have  refused 
at  this  time  to  put  any  limit  on  spending  for  the  next  fiscal  year  and  instead 
sent  me  a  temporary  6-month  extension  of  the  present  temporary  1975  tax  levels 
due  to  expire  on  Nev^  Year's  Eve. 

There  is  no  need  for  v^ithholding  taxes  to  go  up  in  1976.  There  is  no  need 
for  a  prolonged  confrontation  between  us  on  this  question.  I  believe  and  you 
evidently  beheve  that  our  nation  v^ill  benefit  by  giving  taxpayers  a  break  in  1976. 

The  differences  betv^een  us  are  these: 

As  I  proposed  last  October  6^  I  w^ant  a  larger  tax  cut  in  1976  than  w^e  have  had 
in  1975 — $28  billion  to  be  exact — v^hile  the  bill  before  me  merely  extends  this 
year's  tax  rate  v^hich  w^orks  out  to  about  $18  billion  a  year. 

As  I  made  clear  over  two  months  ago,  I  want  any  cut  in  Federal  tax  revenues 
coupled  with  a  cut  in  the  runaway  growth  of  Federal  spending.  Unless  we 
start  doing  this  now  we  will  run  up  larger  and  larger  deficits  and  get  farther 
and  farther  away  from  a  balanced  budget.  We  will  risk  a  new  round  of  double 
digit  inflation  which  would  invisibly  tax  every  dollar  the  American  people 
have  or  earn  in  the  future  by  a  much  higher  figure  than  any  temporary  relief 
this  bill  offers. 

I  said  I  would  submit  my  recommendations  for  a  $395  billion  budget  for 
fiscal  1977  to  you  next  January  and  I  intend  to  do  so.  This  represents  a  $28 
billion  reduction  in  the  projected  growth  of  Federal  spending  and — if  you  will 
go  along  with  me  only  on  this  overall  ceiling — not  on  every  detail  as  to  where 
the  cuts  should  come — we  could  have  a  $28  billion  tax  cut  next  year  without 
adding  to  inflation,  instead  of  this  $18  billion  cut  that  contains  no  spending  cut 
commitment. 

The  third  difference  between  our  positions  as  represented  by  the  bill  I  am 
vetoing  is  that  your  smaller  tax  cut  extension  does  not  give  middle  income  tax- 
payers their  fair  share  of  relief.  My  $28  billion  tax  cut  proposal  would  remedy 
this  glaring  inequity  in  the  current  schedule.  While  I  want  even  lower  Federal 
income  taxes  than  you  have  approved  in  this  legislation,  I  am  determined  to 
turn  our  whole  tax  policy  toward  a  more  fundamental  reform.  I  believe  we 
should  leave  more  and  more  dollars  with  the  people  to  spend  or  save  as  they 
please  rather  than  send  us  more  and  more  dollars  to  be  spent  in  Washington. 

I  must  return  this  bill,  but  this  does  not  mean  that  taxes  must  go  up  next  year. 
I  am  aware  of  the  new  Congressional  budgetary  procedures  for  which  I  voted 
when  I  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  know  that  many  Sena- 
tors and  Congressmen  are  trying  in  good  faith  to  make  them  work  in  order  to 
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gain  control  of  the  currently  uncontrollable  growth  of  Federal  spending.  You 
still  have  time  before  Christmas  to  send  me  back  a  tax  cut  extension  for  1976 
coupled  with  a  clear  commitment  to  cut  the  growth  of  spending.  Such  a  signal 
to  the  country  and  to  the  world  that  the  Federal  government  in  Washington  is 
at  last  facing  up  to  its  responsibility  to  control  runaway  inflationary  spending 
would  be  the  best  Christmas  present  overburdened  American  taxpayers  have  had 
in  decades.  I  am  willing  and  waiting  to  sign  such  legislation. 

There  is  only  one  real  issue  here,  and  it  requires  some  plain  speaking.  The 
American  people  want  tax  relief,  need  tax  relief  and  deserve  tax  relief.  Their 
government — the  officials  they  entrust  with  the  power  to  tax  and  to  spend  taxes — 
for  years  and  years  has  not  been  honest  with  them.  Their  government  has  been 
cutting  Federal  taxes  with  one  law  and  raising  Federal  benefits  with  another, 
knowing  full  well  those  benefits  have  to  be  paid  for  by  future  taxpayers  or  by 
the  merciless  tax  of  constant  inflation,  which  even  taxes  the  poor. 

The  American  people  know  this.  Upon  serious  thought,  I  am  sure  the  ma- 
jority of  this  Congress  will  recognize  it.  The  only  honest  way  to  reduce  taxes 
is  to  reduce  the  spending  of  tax  money. 

I  am  returning  this  half-way  legislation  and  asking  you  to  send  me  a  bill 
that  goes  all  the  way,  that  takes  the  honest  and  responsible  first  step  toward  a 
balanced  Federal  budget,  a  stable  economy,  lower  taxes  and  reduced  rates  of 
government  spending. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

December  17,  1975. 

note:  The  House  of  Representatives  sustained  the  For  the  President's  statement  on  the  House  action, 

President's  veto  on  December  18,  1975.  see  Item  735. 
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Letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee 
Concerning  the  Nomination  of  George  Bush  To  Be  Director  of 
Central  Intelligence.     December  18,  1975 

Dear  Mr,  Chairman: 

As  we  both  know,  the  Nation  must  have  a  strong  and  effective  foreign  intelH- 
gence  capabihty.  Just  over  two  weeks  ago,  on  December  7th  while  in  Pearl 
Harbor,  I  said  that  we  must  never  drop  our  guard  nor  unilaterally  dismantle  our 
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defenses.  The  Central  Intelligence  Agency  is  essential  to  maintaining  our 
national  security. 

I  nominated  Ambassador  George  Bush  to  be  CIA  Director  so  we  can  now 
get  on  with  appropriate  decisions  concerning  the  intelligence  community.  I 
need — and  the  Nation  needs — his  leadership  at  CIA  as  we  rebuild  and  strengthen 
the  foreign  intelligence  community  in  a  manner  which  earns  the  confidence  of 
the  American  people. 

Ambassador  Bush  and  I  agree  that  the  Nation's  immediate  foreign  intelligence 
needs  must  take  precedence  over  other  considerations  and  there  should  be  con- 
tinuity in  the  CIA  leadership.  Therefore,  if  Ambassador  Bush  is  confirmed  by 
the  Senate  as  Director  of  Central  Intelligence,  I  will  not  consider  him  as  my 
Vice  Presidential  running  mate  in  1976. 

He  and  I  have  discussed  this  in  detail.  In  fact,  he  urged  that  I  make  this  deci- 
sion. This  says  something  about  the  man  and  about  his  desire  to  do  this  job  for 
the  Nation. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  your  efforts  on  behalf  of  Ambassador  Bush's 
nomination.  I  will  deeply  appreciate  your  efforts  to  expedite  approval  of  this 
nominee  by  your  Committee  and  the  full  Senate. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

[The  Honorable  John  C.  Stennis,  Chairman,  Armed  Services  Committee,  United  States  Senate,  Washington, 
D.C. 20510] 
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Message  on  the  Observance  of  March  of  Dimes  Birth  Defects 
Prevention  Month.     December  18,  1975 

EVERY  year  more  than  200,000  American  babies  suffer  birth  defects.  Some  of 
these  abnormalities  are  relatively  minor  and  can  be  corrected  or  treated  to  reduce 
their  harmful  effects.  Others  cause  lifelong  disability  and  limit  individual  fulfill- 
ment. Still  others  are  fatal,  striking  in  either  infancy  or  later  life.  Some  of  these 
defects  can  be  diagnosed  before  or  immediately  after  birth.  Others  may  not 
show^  up  until  many  years  later. 

Nearly  a  quarter-million  babies  each  year  are  threatened  by  low  birthv^eight. 
Infants  w^eighing  less  than  five  and  one-half  pounds  are  less  likely  to  survive  and 
develop  normally.  Many  are  born  prematurely.  In  others,  the  underw^eight  is  due 
to  abnormalities  of  pregnancy,  including  maternal  malnutrition. 
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About  one-fifth  of  birth  defects  are  inherited.  Another  twenty  percent  are 
thought  to  result  from  environmental  influences,  including  drugs,  viral  infec- 
tions and  radiation — acting  on  the  mother  and  fetus.  The  rest  are  caused 
by  a  combination  of  both  factors.  More  than  two  thousand  hereditary  disorders 
have  been  catalogued.  And  the  Hst  continues  to  grow.  The  potential  for 
environmentally  induced  defects  increases  as  man-made  substances  enter  the 
environment. 

Many  of  these  defects,  particularly  low  birthweight,  can  be  prevented  if  we 
effectively  apply  present  knowledge  and  strengthen  current  prenatal  and  post- 
natal services.  We  must  do  so  now  if  we  are  to  reduce  human  suffering  and 
costs  to  society  in  the  future. 

Continuing  advances  in  medical  technology  are  increasing  our  ability  to 
diagnose,  prevent  and  treat  some  birth  disorders.  Rapidly  developing  genetic 
services  allow  parents  to  gain  accurate  information  on  their  chances  of  having 
children  with  certain  heritable  birth  defects. 

But  despite  two  hundred  years  of  progress  in  nearly  every  other  field  of  human 
endeavor,  the  United  States  sadly  ranks  but  eighteenth  among  the  nations  of 
the  world  in  combatting  infant  mortality.  For  this  reason,  I  call  upon  the 
American  people  to  join  with  me  in  observing  January  1976  as  March  of  Dimes 
Birth  Defects  Prevention  Month,  and  I  salute  those  who  have  brought  national 
attention  to  this  critical  concern.  Only  through  the  cooperation  of  government, 
voluntary  agencies  and  the  people  they  serve  can  we  begin  to  take  significant 
steps  toward  solving  these  problems. 

I  urge  everyone  to  give  special  attention  to  efforts  to  prevent  birth  defects 
and  lessen  infant  death  in  this  country.  I  particularly  emphasize  to  women  of 
child-bearing  age  the  importance  of  seeking  regular  medical  care  and  maintain- 
ing good  health  in  order  to  ensure  the  best  possible  outcome  of  pregnancy. 

Let  us  all  heed  the  message  of  March  of  Dimes  Birth  Defects  Prevention 
Month:  a  healthy  birthright  for  all  babies. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  The  President  signed  the  message  at  an  Oval  Patterson,  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Tenn.,  and  Arnold 
Office  ceremony  attended  by  the  1976  March  of  Palmer,  honorary  national  chairman  of  the  March  of 
Dimes  National   Poster   Child,    6-year-old   Tammy       Dimes. 
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Statement  on  House  Action  Sustaining  Veto  of  the  Tax  Reduction 

Bill.     December  18,  1975 

I  AM  very  gratified  that  the  Congress  has  sustained  my  veto  of  the  temporary 
tax  cut  extension  bill  sent  me  yesterday. 

As  I  said  then,  I  am  v^illing  and  v^aiting  to  sign  legislation  coupling  a  tax  cut 
extension  for  1976  With  a  clear  commitment  by  Congress  to  cut  the  grov^th  of 
Federal  spending.  Today's  vote  was  a  major  milestone  toward  my  goal. 

I  had  every  confidence  that  enough  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
would  have  the  courage  to  face  the  fundamental  issue  of  fiscal  responsibility 
and  face  it  now.  I  am  still  convinced  that  a  majority  of  the  House  and  Senate 
will,  before  recessing  for  Christmas,  send  me  a  tax  extension  bill  that  recognizes 
this  basic  truth:  The  only  honest  way  to  reduce  taxes  is  to  reduce  the  spending 
of  tax  money. 

There  is  no  need  for  income  taxes  to  go  up  on  New  Year's  Day  if  the  Congress 
in  the  13  days  remaining  in  1975  will  join  me  in  such  a  simple  commitment  to 
the  American  people. 

note:  On  December  23,  1975,  the  President  ap-  1975.  As  enacted,  the  bill  is  Public  Law  94-164 
proved  H.R.  9968,  the  Revenue  Adjustment  Act  of       (89  Stat.  970). 
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Remarks  at  the  Lighting  of  the  National  Community  Christmas 

Tree.     December  18,  1975 

Than\  you  very  much,  Mr.  John  Dixon.  Mayor  Washington,  Mr.  Ambassador, 
Secretary  Kleppe,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

As  we  gather  here  before  our  Nation's  Christmas  tree,  symbolic  of  the  com- 
munion of  Americans  at  Christmastime,  we  remind  ourselves  of  the  eternal 
truths  by  which  we  live.  We  celebrate  the  virtues  of  the  human  spirit — ^faith  in 
God  and  love  of  one  another,  and  the  guiding  principles  of  America — liberty  and 
justice  for  all. 

In  our  200  years,  we  Americans  have  always  honored  the  spiritual  testament 
of  2,000  years  ago.  We  embrace  the  spirit  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  so  that  we 
might  find  peace  in  our  own  hearts  and  in  our  own  land,  and  hopefully  in  the 
world  as  well. 

Christmas  is  a  celebration  of  love — ^it  is  a  time  of  joy,  of  giving,  of  caring.  We 
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renew,  we  demonstrate  our  conviction  that  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive,  to  believe  than  to  doubt,  to  hope  than  to  despair,  to  love  rather  than 
stand  apart. 

We  are  a  national  family  called  America.  We  come  from  varied  backgrounds. 
We  live  in  areas  far  apart  from  each  other.  We  have  different  dreams.  But  we 
are  united  this  Christmas  by  our  common  commitment  to  one  another. 

We  have  much  to  be  grateful  for  as  we  enter  this  Christmas  season.  We  are 
at  peace,  and  through  our  efforts  significant  progress  has  been  made  toward  a 
more  durable  peace  throughout  the  world. 

Yes,  we  have  endured  economic  difficulties,  but  our  Nation  and  we  in  the 
American  family  can  now  look  forward  to  a  more  prosperous  new  year.  And 
on  this  eve  of  our  Bicentennial  year,  liberty  and  justice  still  burn  brightly  as  the 
guiding  stars  of  our  Nation. 

We  pray  this  Christmas  not  only  for  ourselves  and  our  country  but  for  all  our 
brothers  and  sisters  on  Earth.  We  ask  for  the  strength  and  resolution  to  help  lift 
the  burdens  of  poverty,  ignorance,  hunger,  and  disease  from  the  minds  and 
bodies  of  men  and  women  and  children  everywhere. 

As  we  enter  America's  third  century,  let  us  make  sure  we  carry  with  us  our 
abiding  faith  in  the  ultimate  triumph  of  peace  on  Earth  and  the  living  example 
of  good  will  to  all  men  and  women.  Let  us  join  the  great  principles  of  our 
past — spiritual  and  temporal — ^with  the  great  promise  of  our  future.  With  the 
help  of  God,  America's  third  century  will  be  our  proud  legacy  to  so  many 
generations  yet  to  come. 

Tonight,  as  we  light  the  national  Christmas  tree,  Betty  joins  me  in  wishing  all 
of  you  a  very  merry  Christmas  and  a  new  year  of  peace  and  happiness. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:50  p.m.  at  the  22d  In  his  opening  remarks,  the  President  referred  to 

annual  Pageant  of  Peace  ceremonies  on  the  EUipse  John  W.  Dixon,  president.  Pageant  of  Peace,  Inc., 

near  the  White  House.  His  remarks  were  broadcast  and  Ambassador  Guillermo  Sevilla-Sacasa  of  Nica- 

live  on  radio  and  television.  ragua,  dean  of  the  Washington  diplomatic  corps. 
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Veto  of  the  Departments  of  Labor  and  Health,  Education,  and 
Welfare  Appropriation  Act,  1976.     December  19,  1975 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  return  without  my  approval  H.R.  8069,  the  Departments  of  Labor  and 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  Appropriation  Act,  1976. 
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As  you  know,  I  have  just  vetoed  H.R.  5559,  which  would  have  extended  for 
six  months  the  temporary  tax  cut  due  to  expire  on  New  Year's  Eve,  because  it 
was  not  accompanied  by  a  Umit  on  Federal  spending  for  the  next  fiscal  year. 
H.R.  8069  is  a  classic  example  of  the  unchecked  spending  which  I  referred  to  in 
my  earlier  veto  message. 

H.R.  8069  would  provide  nearly  $1  billion  more  in  spending  authority  than 
I  had  requested.  Not  only  would  the  $45  billion  total  in  this  bill  add  significantly 
to  the  already  burdensome  Federal  deficits  expected  this  year  and  next,  but  the 
individual  increases  themselves  are  unjustified,  unnecessary,  and  unwise.  This 
bill  is,  therefore,  inconsistent  with  fiscal  discipline  and  with  effective  restraint  on 
the  growth  of  government. 

I  am  not  impressed  by  the  argument  that  H.R.  8069  is  in  line  with  the  Congress' 
second  concurrent  resolution  on  the  budget  and  is,  therefore,  in  some  sense 
proper.  What  this  argument  does  not  say  is  that  the  resolution,  which  expresses 
the  Congress'  view  of  appropriate  budget  restraint,  approves  a  $50  billion,  or  15 
percent,  increase  in  Federal  spending  in  one  year.  Such  an  increase  is  not  appro- 
priate budget  restraint. 

Effective  restraint  on  the  growth  of  the  Federal  Government  requires  effective 
limits  on  the  growth  of  Federal  spending.  This  bill  provides  an  opportunity  for 
such  Hmitation.  By  itself,  this  bill  would  add  $382  miUion  to  this  year's  deficit 
and  would  make  next  year's  deficit  $372  million  more  than  if  my  recommenda- 
tions had  been  adopted.  In  addition,  the  increases  provided  for  this  year  would 
raise  expectations  for  next  year's  budget  and  make  the  job  of  restraining  spend- 
ing that  much  more  difficult.  Thus,  this  bill  would  contribute  to  excessive  deficits 
and  needless  inflationary  pressures. 

Furthermore,  if  this  bill  became  law,  it  would  increase  permanent  Federal 
employment  by  8,000  people.  I  find  it  most  difficult  to  believe  the  majority  of  the 
American  people  favor  increasing  the  number  of  employees  on  the  Federal 
payroll,  whether  by  Congressional  direction  or  by  other  means.  On  the  contrary, 
I  believe  the  overwhelming  majority  agree  with  my  view  that  there  are  already 
too  many  employees  in  the  Federal  Government. 

I  am  returning  this  bill  without  my  signature  and  renewing  my  request  to  the 
Congress  to  approve  a  ceiling  on  Federal  spending  as  the  best  possible  Christmas 
present  for  the  American  people. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

December  19, 1975. 
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note:   On  January  27,   1976,  the  House  of  Rep-  on  January  28,  H.R.   8069  was  enacted  as  Public 

resentatives  voted  to  override  the  President's  veto.  Lavv^  94-206  (90  Stat.  3). 
With  the  vote  in  the  Senate  to  override  the  veto 
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Remarks  on  Senate  Action  To  Prohibit  United  States 
Assistance  to  Angola.     December  19,  1975 

THE  SENATE  decision  to  cut  of?  additional  funds  for  Angola  is  a  deep  tragedy 
for  all  countries  whose  security  depends  upon  the  United  States.  Ultimately,  it 
will  profoundly  affect  the  security  of  our  country  as  well. 

How  can  the  United  States,  the  greatest  power  in  the  world,  take  the  position 
that  the  Soviet  Union  can  operate  with  impunity  many  thousands  of  miles  away 
with  Cuban  troops  and  massive  amounts  of  military  equipment,  while  we  refuse 
any  assistance  to  the  majority  of  the  local  people  who  ask  only  for  military 
equipment  to  defend  themselves  ? 

The  issue  in  Angola  is  not,  never  has  been,  and  never  will  be  a  question  of 
the  use  of  U.S.  forces.  The  sole  issue  is  the  provision  of  modest  amounts  of 
assistance  to  oppose  military  intervention  by  two  extracontinental  powers, 
namely  the  Soviet  Union  and  Cuba. 

This  abdication  of  responsibility  by  a  majority  of  the  Senate  will  have  the 
gravest  consequences  for  the  long-term  position  of  the  United  States  and  for 
international  order  in  general.  A  great  nation  cannot  escape  its  responsibilities. 
ResponsibiHties  abandoned  today  will  return  as  more  acute  crises  tomorrow. 

I  therefore  call  upon  the  Senate  to  reverse  its  position  before  it  adjourns. 
Failure  to  do  so  will,  in  my  judgment,  seriously  damage  the  national  interest 
of  the  United  States. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:58  p.m.  to  reporters  assembled  in  the  Briefing  Room  at  the  White  House. 
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The  President's  News  Conference  of 
December  20,  1975 

The  President.  Well,  this  morning  I  spent  about  3  hours  in  the  next  to  last 
budget  review  process  with  a  number  of  appeals,  and  tomorrow  I  expect  to  spend 
approximately  3  hours  on  the  final  decisions  on  the  budget.  We  have  a  number 
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of  bills,  of  course,  down  from  the  Hill — some  easy,  some  controversial — but  we 
expect  to  get  an  awful  lot  of  work  done  over  this  weekend. 
With  those  very  general  observations,  I  would  be  glad  to  answer  any  questions. 

FEDERAL   BUDGET 

[L]  Q.  What  are  some  of  the  hardest  budget  decisions  you  are  making  right 
now.f^ 

The  President.  They  are  all  hard,  Ann  [Ann  Compton,  ABC  News],  be- 
cause even  though  the  budget  will  reflect  an  increase  over  the  current  fiscal  year, 
it  will  reflect  a  $28  billion  cutback  in  the  growth  of  Federal  spending,  and 
therefore,  you  have  to  make  hard  decisions  in  practically  every  department.  But 
if  we  are  going  to  get  a  $28  billion  tax  cut,  we  have  to  have  a  $28  billion  cutback 
in  the  growth  of  Federal  spending.  And  we  are  going  to  have  a  $395  billion 
spending  budget  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  and  that  will  permit  me  to  recommend 
to  the  Congress  a  bigger  tax  reduction  than  the  Congress  passed  and  which  I 
will  sign  Monday  when  the  bill  gets  down  here. 

The  American  people  need  and  deserve  a  larger  tax  cut.  And  I  am  delighted 
that  the  Congress  after  a  lot  of  pulling  and  hauling  finally  agreed  that  we  would 
have  in  principle  a  tax  reduction  and  a  spending  limitation  on  a  one-for-one 
basis.  That,  I  think,  is  a  very  sound  principle.  That  is  what  I  have  been  fighting 
for.  And  now  that  the  Congress  has  made  a  good  faith  commitment,  I  think 
my  larger  tax  recommendations  to  cut  taxes  more  than  the  Congress  passed 
means  that  we  will  get  a  firm  handle  on  the  growth  of  Federal  spending. 

TAX  REDUCTION 

[2.]  Q.  Is  the  $28  billion  what  you  will  propose  again  next  month  as  far  as 
a  tax  cut  goes  ? 

The  President.  Well,  the  tax  bill  that  I  intend  to  sign  reduces  taxes  on  a  full 
year  basis  of  about  $18  billion.  My  tax  reduction  proposal  will  add  another 
$10  billion  in  additional  tax  cuts,  and  it  will  all  be  predicated  on  a  restraint,  a 
control  in  the  growth  of  Federal  spending  of  a  like  amount. 

ENERGY 

[3.]     Q.  What  are  you  going  to  do  on  the  energy  bill,  Mr.  President  ? 

The  President.  I  have  recommendations  from  people  on  the  outside  on  both 
sides  of  the  issue.  I  have  recommendations  from  my  top  advisers  on  both  sides 
of  the  issue.  And  I  am  going  to  spend  a  good  part  of  this  weekend  analyzing 
the  pros  and  cons.  We  have  had  an  Economic  Policy  Board  meeting  on  that 
issue,  and  I  will  make  the  final  decision  probably  on  Monday. 
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COMMON  SITUS   PICKETING 

[4.]    Q.  Mr.  President,  have  you  decided  on  situs  picketing  ? 

The  President.  No,  I  haven't.  That  is  another  measure  that  I  will  be  v^orking 
on  this  w^eekend.  There  is,  of  course,  in  the  Administration  differing  views.  The 
American  people  have  very  strong  convictions  on  both  sides  of  that  issue.  We 
have  gotten  a  tremendous  amount  of  mail  in  opposition  to  it.  We  are  getting 
some  mail  in  favor  of  it.  I  am  going  to  try  and  make  an  honest  judgment  over 
this  weekend. 

Now,  of  course,  that  bill,  as  of  this  moment,  has  not  come  down  from  the 
Congress.  I  hope  it  will  be  here  so  that  the  difficult  decision  can  be  made. 

Q.  Is  there  a  difference  in  the  mail,  Mr.  President  ?  I  mean,  is  the  mail  that 
is  against  that  bill — does  it  seem  to  be  more  from  organized  forces  ? 

The  President.  I  can't  tell,  but  the  last  count  I  showed  there  were  something 
Uke  620,000  communications  against  the  common  situs  picketing  bill  and  some- 
thing less  than  10,000,  as  I  recall,  for  it. 

RONALD  REAGAN 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  have  been  working  very  hard  on  this  budget  and 
had  a  hard  time  getting  Congress  to  agree  to  any  spending  cuts.  Do  you  have 
any  opinion  on  this  proposal  of  former  Governor  Reagan's  to  cut  $90  billion  from 
the  Federal  budget  by  turning  this  over  to  the  States  and  local  communities  ? 
What  do  you  think  of  that  idea  ? 

The  President.  I  met  with,  I  think  it  was,  nine  Governors — Democrats  as  well 
as  Republicans — several  days  ago.  And  I  got  recommendations  from  them  be- 
cause the  Governors,  I  think,  play  a  very  important  role  not  only  in  running 
their  own  States  but  in  working  with  the  Federal  Government.  And  the  con- 
sensus— well,  the  unanimous  view  of  all  of  those  Governors  was,  don't  put  any 
extra  burdens  on  us  and  our  taxpayers  in  each  State. 

I  gather  from  that  that  any  reduction  in  the  Federal  budget  of  $90  billion, 
turning  all  of  that  extra  responsibility  over  to  each  of  the  50  States,  would  not  be 
acceptable  and  would  not  be  supported  by  the  50  Governors. 

1976  PRESIDENTIAL   CAMPAIGN 

[6.]    Q.  Mr.  President,  now  that  we  are  in  the  field  of  politics,  tangentially, 

can  you 

The  President.  I  didn't  answer  it  on  that  basis. 

Q.  No,  I  know  you  didn't,  but  we  were  trying  to  get  in  there,  so  I  will  try  again. 
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{Laughter']  Can  you  tell  us  anything  about  your  campaign  plans  for  next  year? 
Are  you  going  into  New  Hampshire  and  Florida,  for  example? 

The  President.  We  have  a  lot  of  open  dates  in  those  months,  because  we  first 
felt  that  the  most  important  thing  was  to  do  the  business  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. I  am  sure  that  we  will  participate  to  some  degree  in  various  primary 
campaigns,  but  I  emphasize,  and  say  it  very  strongly,  that  the  principal  respon- 
sibility of  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  to  make  sure  that  he  exercises  his 
full  responsibilities  as  President.  If  there  is  time  for  any  campaigning— and  only 
time  can  tell — then  I  will  do  what  I  can,  but  I  have  no  concrete  plans  at  this 
moment. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  could  you  give  us  a  sense  of  how  you  feel  you  are  doing 
politically  right  now,  especially  in  view  of  that  poll  that  showed  Ronald  Reagan 
ahead  of  you  by  a  substantial  margin  among  both  Republicans  and 
Independents  ? 

The  President.  The  way  I  judge  it  is  whether  I  think  I  am  doing  a  good  job  as 
President.  I  am  concentrating  on  that  responsibility.  I  think  we  have  made  sub- 
stantial progress  in  the  last  16  or  17  months  in  straightening  out  a  very  serious 
economic  problem,  in  carrying  on  a  sound  foreign  policy.  And  in  my  opinion, 
the  American  people  in  the  final  analysis  will  judge  whether  I  should  be  nomi- 
nated and/or  elected  on  the  basis  of  how  I  conduct  myself  in  this  office.  And  that 
is  where  the  concentration  will  be. 

Q.  Just  to  follow  up  on  that,  sir.  In  view  of  the  fact,  of  course,  you  have  been 
President,  what  do  you  think  is  the  significance  of  that  poll  ?  What  does  it  tell 
you,  if  anything? 

The  President.  I  am  not  sure  I  understand  the  intent  of  the  question. 

Q.  Well,  since  you  have  been  functioning  as  President  and  doing  the  best  job 
you  know  how,  as  you  say,  what  is  the  importance  of  the  poll  that  shows  you 
trailing  Mr.  Reagan  politically  even  so  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  think  the  final  answer,  of  course,  comes  in  the  ballot 
box.  And  if  I  do  the  job — and  I  think  we  have  made  some  great  progress  certainly 
in  solving  economic  problems,  and  I  think  we  have  done  a  very  good  job  on 
foreign  policy — that  will  be  the  test,  not  any  interim  polls. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  after  Mr.  Callaway  stirred  up  a  bit  of  a  storm  in  Houston 
with  criticizing  Mr.  Reagan's  record  as  Governor,  you  talked  to  him  the  next 
day.  Did  you  tell  him  to  lay  off  this,  and  what  do  you  think  of  the  way  he  is 
running  the  campaign  ? 

The  President.  I  think  overall  that  Bo  Callaway  has  done  a  good  job.  I  get 
weekly  reports  on  the  status  of  our  organization  in  the  various  States,  and  when 
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I  look  at  that,  I  am  convinced  that  we  are  in  good  shape  in  most  States  and  we 
are  working  to  improve  in  those  where  we  are  not. 

Q.  But,  Mr.  President — excuse  me. 

The  President.  Excuse  me  just  a  minute. 

Now,  I  think  both  Bo  Callaway  and  I  agree  that  there  should  be  no  personal 
attacks  on  Mr.  Reagan.  And  I  understand  he  feels  the  same  way  about  any 
campaign  on  his  behalf.  The  thing  that  I  think  we  are  going  to  emphasize — 
myself  particularly  and,  I  hope.  Bo  and  the  others — is  my  record,  which  is  one 
that  is  examined  on  a  day-to-day  basis  by  literally  millions  and  millions  of 
people.  And  I  will  stand  on  that  record,  and  Bo  is  going  to  accentuate,  as  I  and 
others  will,  the  success  of  this  record.  If  the  public  as  a  whole  wants  to  examine 
not  only  my  record  but  the  Governor's  record,  that  of  course  is  the  option  that 
they  have. 

ANGOLA 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  yesterday  you  issued  a  statement  about  your  senti- 
ments on  what  the  Senate  has  done  on  Angola. 

The  President.  I  said  it  fairly  strongly. 

Q.  You  sure  did.  After  you  did  it.  Dr.  Kissinger  said  something  a  Httle  more — 
even  stronger  over  at  the  State  Department  around  5  o'clock.  He  said  the  respon- 
sibility for  the  conduct  of  foreign  poUcy  is  not  altered  or  affected  simply  because 
Congress  has  taken  an  action.  I  don't  know  quite  how  to  read  that,  but  I  can 
read  that  once  you  spend  the  money  that  is  in  the  pipeline  there  isn't  any  more. 
What  is  the  United  States  policy  toward  Angola  going  to  be,  given  the  fact  that 
you  are  going  to  run  out  of  money  in  about  2  months  ? 

The  President.  Our  fundamental  purpose  in  Angola  was  to  make  sure  that 
the  people  of  Angola  decide  their  own  fate,  establish  their  own  government, 
and  proceed  as  an  independent  nation.  We  think  it  is  fundamentally  very  un- 
wise, very  harmful  for  any  foreign  power,  such  as  the  Soviet  Union  is  obviously 
doing  and  as  Cuba  is  doing,  to  try  to  dominate  any  government  in  that  country. 
All  we  want  is  for  the  majority  of  the  people  in  Angola  to  decide  for  themselves 
what  they  want. 

Now  unfortunately,  because  the  Soviet  Union  has  spent  Uterally  millions  and 
millions  of  dollars  and,  unfortunately,  because  Cuba  has  anywheres  from  4,000 
to  6,000  combat  troops  in  Angola,  we  think  this  is  a  setback  for  the  people  in 
Angola.  Now,  I  take  this  problem  very  seriously. 

Q.  Well,  what  is  to  be  done  with  your  hands  tied,  so  to  speak  ? 

The  President.  Well,  the  Congress,  unfortunately,  has  tied  our  hands,  and 
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I  think  it  is  a  serious  mistake.  I  feel  very  strongly  that  a  great  country  like  the 
United  States  should  have  flexibility  to  help  those  people  in  any  one  country 
to  decide  their  ov^n  fate.  And  the  action  of  the  Congress  is  crucial  in  that  it  has 
deprived  us  of  helping  a  majority  of  the  people  in  Angola  to  make  their  own 
decisions. 

And  the  problem  that  I  foresee  on  a  broader  basis  is  a  good  many  countries 
throughout  the  v^orld  consider  the  United  States  friendly  and  helpful,  and  we 
have  over  a  period  of  time  helped  to  maintain  free  governments  around  the 
world.  Those  countries  that  have  depended  on  us — and  there  are  many — can't 
help  but  have  some  misgivings,  because  the  Congress  has  refused  any  oppor- 
tunity for  us  in  Angola  to  help  a  majority  of  the  people.  And  they  can't  help 
but  feel  that  the  same  fate  might  occur  as  far  as  they  are  concerned  in  the 
future. 

I  hope  the  House  of  Representatives  will  have  a  different  view,  and  we  are 
certainly  going  to  try  and  get  the  House  of  Representatives  to  reverse  the 
Senate  action. 

Q.  If  not,  are  we  through  there  ? 

The  President.  I  never  say  we  are  through,  but  the  action  of  the  Senate  has 
seriously  handicapped  any  effort  that  we  could  make  to  achieve  a  negotiated 
settlement  so  that  the  people  of  Angola  could  have  a  free  and  independent 
government. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  on  that  subject,  why  did  we  not  start  earUer  in  making 
public  our  opposition  to  what  the  Soviet  Union  was  doing  there  and  telling 
this  country  how  much  money  and  what  effort  we  were  making  there,  and  can 
you  tell  us  how  much  money  we  spent  there  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  it  is  wise  for  me  to  discuss  in  any  detail  what  we 
have  done  or  contemplated  doing.  It  was  a  legitimate  covert  operation  where  not 
one  American  military  personnel  was  involved  in  the  operation,  and  we  had  no 
intention  whatsoever  of  ever  sending  any  U.S.  military  personnel  there.  But  to 
discuss  any  further  details  than  that,  I  think,  in  this  case  as  in  any  other  covert 
action  case,  the  President  just  should  not  discuss  it  publicly. 

THE  SOVIET  UNION  AND  CUBA 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  now  that  the  Soviet  Union  is  persisting — despite  what 
the  Congress  did  on  our  side — in  pouring  equipment  and  material  into  Angola, 
do  you  see  now  the  possibility  that  this  might  seriously  harm  any  chance  for  a 
completion  of  SALT  II? 

The  President.  The  persistence  of  the  Soviet  Union  in  Angola  with  a  hundred 
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million  dollars  or  more  worth  of  military  aid  certainly  doesn't  help  the  continu- 
ation of  detente. 

Now,  I  will  add  another  comment.  As  I  said  earlier,  there  are  between  4,000 
and  6,000  Cuban  combat  military  personnel  in  Angola.  The  action  of  the  Cuban 
Government  in  sending  combat  forces  to  Angola  destroys  any  opportunity  for 
improvement  in  relations  with  the  United  States.  They  have  made  a  choice.  It, 
in  effect,  and  I  mean  very  literally,  has  precluded  any  improvement  in  relations 
with  Cuba. 

ANGOLA 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  see  any  possibility  that  this  matter  could  be 
taken  to  the  United  Nations  or  worked  on  from  the  diplomatic  standpoint  now  ? 

The  President.  We  certainly  intended  to  try  to  get  diplomatic  efforts  under- 
way and  to  help  in  the  diplomatic  area,  but  I  think  our  influence  in  trying  to 
get  a  diplomatic  solution  is  severely  undercut  by  the  action  of  the  United  States 
Senate. 

Now,  there  is  a  meeting  in  early  January  of  the  Organization  of  African 
Union  [Unity] — the  foreign  ministers  of  that  organization.  They  are  meeting 
the  first  week  or  so  in  Africa.  We  hope  that  they  will  take  some  action  to  let  the 
Angolans  themselves  decide  this.  In  addition,  there  is  a  meeting  later  in  January 
of  the  heads  of  government  of  the  OAU.  That  body,  of  course,  is  the  one  that 
could  do  the  most.  And  I  know  that  there  are  a  number  of  African  States  who 
have  apprehension  about  a  foreign  power  dominating  a  country  as  rich  and 
potentially  strong  as  Angola.  And  so  I  can  assure  you,  to  the  extent  that  we 
can  have  any  impact  in  diplomatic  areas,  we  are  certainly  going  to  maximize 
our  efforts.  But  I  repeat  that  what  the  Senate  did  yesterday  undercuts  very,  very 
seriously  any  impact  we  can  have  in  the  diplomatic  field. 

Press  Secretary  Nessen.  Jim  Lynn  has  a  lot  of  tough  questions  waiting  for 
you,  too. 

The  President.  Two  more. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  a  couple  of  months  ago  there  were  some  efforts  by  the 
Administration  to  try  and  warm  relations  with  Cuba — Dr.  Kissinger  made  some 
statements,  I  believe.  It  is  apparent  now  that  at  that  very  time  the  Cubans  had  to 
be  gearing  up  or  knew  that  they  were  probably  at  least  considering  sending 
troops  to  Angola.  Did  our  intelligence  pick  up  this  fact,  and  was  there  any  cause 
and  effect?  Were  we,  in  effect,  trying  to  persuade  them  not  to  participate  in 
Angola,  and  were  we  offering  friendship  to  them  in  return  for  their  not 
participating  ? 
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The  President.  The  sending  of  military  personnel  by  Cuba  to  Angola  is  a 
rather  recent  development  in  any  magnitude.  The  statements  made  by  the 
Secretary  indicating  that  if  there  was  a  softening,  a  change  on  the  part  of  Cuba,  it 
would  be  reciprocated  by  us,  was  made  before  there  was  any  significant  military 
involvement  by  Cuba  in  Angola.  I  wanted  to  be  on  the  record  and  as  forceful  as  I 
can  say.  The  action  of  the  Cuban  Government  in  the  effort  that  they  made  to 
get  Puerto  Rico  free  and  clear  from  the  United  States  and  the  action  of  the 
Cuban  Government  to  involve  itself  in  a  massive  military  way  in  Angola  with 
combat  troops  ends,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  any  efforts  at  all  to  have  friendlier 
relations  with  the  Government  of  Cuba. 

Q.  Sir,  I  don't  think  you  answered  my  question.  Can  you  tell  me  if  the  efforts 
were  connected  in  any  way  with  the  Cuban  efforts  ? 

The  President.  I  thought  I  answered  it. 

Q.  I  am  sorry. 

The  President.  To  be  very  specific  and  short,  no. 

TAX  reduction 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  can  we  go  back  to  the  tax  cut  a  moment.  As  you 
probably  know,  there  are  a  lot  of  people  in  Washington,  including  a  lot  of 
Democrats,  who  are  saying  you  caved  in,  that  you  could  have  gotten  the  same 
dtal  a  week  ago  on  this  nonbinding  resolution  and  that  with  an  election  year 
coming  up  you  couldn't  very  well  give  people  the  Christmas  present  of  higher 
taxes.  Was  your  decision  to  accept  this  bill  motivated  in  any  part  by  election  year 
politics,  and  do  you  think  you  caved  in  ? 

The  President.  I  think  the  compromise  which  was  achieved  was  a  good  tax 
bill  for  6  months,  but  I  under  no  circumstances  believe  that  I  backed  off  a  very 
fundamental  principle  which  was,  if  you  are  going  to  have  a  tax  reduction,  you 
have  to  have  a  corresponding  limitation  on  the  growth  of  Federal  spending.  I 
won  on  that  issue  100  percent.  And  if  you  tied  that  principle  which  the  Congress 
has  agreed  to  with  the  budget  ceiling  that  I  am  going  to  submit  of  $395  billion, 
it  does  mean  that  the  Congress  will  have  to  respect  their  good  faith  commit- 
ment and  operate  within  the  $395  billion  figure. 

Q.  Sir,  did  you  have  the  same  deal  offered  to  you  though  a  week  or  so  ago? 

The  President.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  have  the  option  of  taking  the  deal  as  some  people  say? 

The  President.  Not  at  all.  Well,  the  evidence  of  that  is  that  the  Republicans 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  roughly  a  week  ago  offered  as  a  motion  to  re- 
commit a  $395  billion  ceiling  for  fiscal  1977,  and  virtually  every  Republican 
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voted  for  it  and  very  few^  Democrats  did.  That,  in  my  opinion,  v^as  a  rejection 
of  the  ceiHng  concept  at  that  time.  But  after  the  veto  of  the  tax  bill  and  it  being 
sustained,  the  Democrats  in  the  Congress  then  came  forv^ard  v^ith  this  doUar- 
for-dollar  reduction  in  taxes  and  a  dollar-for-dollar  reduction  in  Federal  spend- 
ing. It  w^as  their  proposition,  but  it  foUov^ed  the  guidelines  that  w^as  w^ithin 
the  parameters  of  what  we  had  long  sought. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  expect  Congress  to  go  along  with  the  $395  billion 
ceiling  ?  They  haven't  said  they  will  so  far. 

The  President.  We  are  going  to  submit  a  budget  for  $395  billion  or  less,  and 
I  think  we  can  justify  it  fully.  I  believe  there  is  a  little  different  attitude  up  on 
the  Hill  among  Republicans  as  well  as  some  Democrats  that  that  is  a  responsible 
figure.  I  think  we  have  a  fair  chance  of  achieving  it.  We  are  certainly  going  to 
try. 

NEWS  MEDIA  COVERAGE 

[11.]  Q.  On  John's  [John  Cochran,  NBC  News]  question,  he  had  asked 
about  political  motivation  as  far  as  the  tax  cut.  Taking  that  a  step  further,  what 
do  you  think  when  you  look  at  the  cover  of  Newsweek  and  some  of  the  other 
stories  that  have  your  face  and  says  "Ford  in  Trouble"  ?  Have  you  been  mis- 
judged by  some  of  the  people  who  are  covering  politics  ? 

The  President.  I  think  the  record  is  good,  and  I  think  time  will  prove  it. 

Q.  Time  magazine  ?  [Laughter^ 

The  President.  The  passing  of  time — and  don't  take  that  wrong  either. 
[Laughter^  I  think  when  the  record  is  laid  out  from  August  a  year  ago  and  1976, 
I  think  the  public  will  support  what  I  have  done,  and  it  will  be  done  in  the 
ballot  box. 

Frank  Cormier  [Associated  Press].  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  Thank  you  all.  Have  a  good  weekend. 

Tom  [Thomas  M.  DeFrank,  Newsweek],  you  were  going  to  ask  a  question. 
You  have  been  sitting  there  silently,  and  that  is  unusual.  [Laughter^  Well,  go 
ahead,  one  for  you,  Tom. 

COMMON  SITUS  PICKETING 

[12.]  Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President.  I  was  going  to  go  back  to  situs  picketing 
just  for  a  second.  There  is  a  lot  of  speculation  around  town  that  Secretary  Dunlop 
might  resign  if  you  veto  the  situs  picketing  bill,  and  some  of  the  people  standing 
over  here  kind  of  get  that  same  queasy  feeling  themselves.  I  am  wondering 
whether  you  and  Secretary  Dunlop  have  talked  about  that,  whether  he  has 
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raised  that  possibility  with  you,  and  whether  you  think  if  you  do  veto  the  bill 
that  that  might  happen  ?  Do  you  expect  him  to  ? 

The  President.  I  would  not  want  to  speculate  on  that  aspect.  I  know  that  he 
feels  very  strongly  about  the  legislation.  I  feel  very  strongly  that  he  is  one  of  the 
finest  members  of  my  Cabinet.  We  have  had  several  discussions  in  depth  as  to 
the  merits,  the  substance  of  the  common  situs  picketing  bill.  There  has  been  no 
indication  to  me  that  he  would  resign,  but  since  I  haven't  made  a  decision  on  the 
legislation  yet,  I  think  any  discussion  is  a  little  academic. 

Q.  The  only  other  thing  I  can  say  is  that  you  will  probably  like  the  cover  of 
Newsweek  this  week  better  than  last  week  since  it — [laughter] 

The  President.  I  understand  that  the  better  half  of  the  Ford  family  is  going 
to  be  on  it  with  a  little  more  complimentary  cover.  [Laughter] 

Q.  That  is  what  I  meant. 

The  President.  I  keep  teUing  Betty  that  I  get  embarrassed  all  the  time  with 
her  polls  and  good  pictures.  When  they  take  a  picture  of  her  dancing,  it  is 
beautiful.  When  they  take  a  picture  of  me  dancing  and  publish  it,  it  is  not  very 
complimentary.  [Laughter] 

Reporter.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  President  Ford's  twenty-fourth  news  conference  began  at  2:08  p.m.  in  the  Briefing  Room  at  the 
White  House. 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Arts  and  Artifacts  Indemnity  Act. 
December  20,  1975 

I  HAVE  today  signed  S.  1800,  the  Arts  and  Artifacts  Indemnity  Act. 

S.  1800  authorizes  the  Federal  Government,  under  certain  circumstances,  to 
indemnify  certain  art,  artifacts,  and  other  objects  to  be  exhibited  internationally. 
One  of  the  conditions  which  the  bill  requires  to  be  met  is  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  or  his  designee  certify  that  the  proposed  exchange  would  be  "in  the  national 
interest."  In  approving  S.  1800, 1  note  that  the  legislative  history  links  the  deter- 
mination of  national  interest  specifically  to  exhibits  and  exchanges  which  would 
be  in  the  "foreign  policy  interests  of  the  United  States,"  and  "in  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States"  so  that  the  indemnification  program  does 
not  become  simply  an  insurance  relief  mechanism.  I  believe  that  such  linkage 
is  essential  to  justify  involvement  of  the  Federal  Government  in  this  kind  of  an 
indemnification  program,  and  I  am  therefore  directing  the  Secretary  of  State 
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to  establish  appropriate  criteria  for  his  certifications  to  assure  that  the  intent  of 
the  legislation  in  this  regard  is  properly  and  carefully  carried  out. 

Another  concern  about  S.  1800  grows  out  of  the  provisions  designating  the 
Federal  Council  on  the  Arts  and  the  Humanities  as  an  agency  for  the  purpose 
of  administering  the  indemnification  program.  Under  existing  law,  the  Council 
is  essentially  an  advisory  body.  This  bill,  however,  would  assign  executive  func- 
tions to  the  Council.  Thus,  its  members  must  be  officers  of  the  United  States. 
In  this  regard,  four  of  the  current  statutory  members  of  the  Council — the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  Director  of  the  National  Gallery  of 
Art,  the  member  designated  by  the  chairman  of  the  Senate  Commission  on  Art 
and  Antiquities,  and  the  member  designated  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House — 
are  not  appointed  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  Constitution  for  appointment 
of  officers  of  the  United  States.  Furthermore,  the  conversion  of  the  Council  from 
an  advisory  body  into  an  executive  agency  for  the  purpose  of  the  act  would 
place  the  Congressional  member  of  the  Council  in  violation  of  the  constitutional 
prohibition  against  Members  of  Congress  holding  civil  offices  of  the  United 
States. 

However,  I  am  approving  S.  1800  since  these  surface  constitutional  defects  can 
be  cured  by  Executive  action.  Under  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  the  National 
Foundation  on  the  Arts  and  the  Humanities  Act  of  1965  to  change  the  member- 
ship of  the  Council  to  meet  changes  in  Federal  programs  or  executive  branch 
organization,  I  am  today  directing  that,  because  of  the  constitutional  provisions 
noted  above,  the  four  Council  members  previously  mentioned  shall  not  serve 
as  members  of  the  Council  when  it  acts  as  an  agency  in  carrying  out  functions 
under  this  act. 

note:  As  enacted,  S.  1800  is  Public  Law  94-158  (89  Stat.  844). 

741 

Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Energy  Policy  and  Conservation  Act. 
December  22,  1973 

THE  TIME  has  come  to  end  the  long  debate  over  national  energy  policy  in  the 
United  States  and  to  put  ourselves  solidly  on  the  road  to  energy  independence. 
We  cannot  afford  continued  delays.  We  cannot  afford  prolonged  vulnerability 
to  foreign  producers.  We  must  act. 

It  is  in  that  spirit  that  I  have  decided  to  sign  the  energy  bill  just  passed  by  the 
Congress.  While  this  bill  is  only  a  beginning,  it  does  achieve  several  major 
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objectives.  It  opens  the  way  to  an  orderly  phasing  out  of  controls  on  domestic  oil, 
thereby  stimulating  our  own  oil  production. 

As  I  requested  earlier  this  year,  it  will  enable  us  to  set  up  a  strategic  oil  storage 
system,  convert  more  utiUty  and  industrial  plants  to  coal,  and  take  other  steps  to 
increase  production  and  promote  energy  conservation.  It  makes  possible  the 
removal  of  the  oil  import  fee  of  $2  per  barrel.  And  finally  it  provides  a  founda- 
tion upon  which  we  can  build  a  more  comprehensive  program  for  the  future. 

I  now  ask  the  Congress  to  work  with  me  to  put  into  place  additional  programs 
essential  to  achieve  energy  independence,  including  immediate  Congressional 
action  to  deregulate  natural  gas,  to  stimulate  far  greater  production. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:09  p.m.  to  reporters  As  enacted,  the  bill  (S.  622)  is  Public  Law  94-163 

assembled  in  the  Briefing  Room  at  the  White  House.        (89  Stat.  871). 
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Statement  on  the  Energy  Policy  and  Conservation  Act. 
December  22,  1975 

FOR  nearly  a  year  the  American  people  and  many  of  our  friends  abroad  have 
been  waiting  to  see  whether  the  executive  and  legislative  branches  of  our  Gov- 
ernment could  reach  agreement  on  the  basic  framework  of  a  national  energy 
policy.  It  has  long  been  apparent  that  further  delays  and  indecision  would  only 
prolong  our  Nation's  vulnerability  to  foreign  energy  producers.  Since  the  oil 
embargo  of  1973,  we  have  in  fact  become  more  dependent  upon  foreign  oil,  and 
our  total  payments  to  foreign  producers  have  continued  to  increase  at  an  intol- 
erable rate. 

The  single  most  important  energy  objective  for  the  United  States  today  is  to 
resolve  our  internal  differences  and  put  ourselves  on  the  road  toward  energy 
independence.  It  is  in  that  spirit  that  I  have  decided  to  sign  the  Energy  Policy 
and  Conservation  Act. 

This  legislation  is  by  no  means  perfect.  It  does  not  provide  all  the  essential 
measures  that  the  Nation  needs  to  achieve  energy  independence  as  quickly  as  I 
would  like.  However,  after  balancing  the  inadequacies  and  the  merits,  I  have 
concluded  that  this  bill  is  in  the  national  interest  and  should  be  enacted  into  law. 
There  are  three  factors  that  I  have  found  persuasive  in  reaching  this  decision. 

First,  this  bill  will  enable  the  United  States  to  meet  a  substantial  portion  of  the 
midterm  goals  for  energy  independence  that  I  set  forth  in  my  first  State  of  the 
Union  Address.  Among  the  measures  I  requested  in  January  which  are  provided 
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in  this  legislation  are  authorities  for  a  strategic  storage  system,  conversion  of  oil 
and  gas  fired  utility  and  industrial  plants  to  coal,  energy  efficiency  labeling, 
emergency  authorities  for  use  in  case  of  another  embargo,  and  the  authorities 
we  need  to  fulfill  our  international  agreements  with  other  oil-consuming 
countries. 

Second,  the  pricing  provisions  of  this  legislation,  properly  implemented,  will 
permit  the  gradual  phasing  out  of  controls  on  domestic  oil.  The  bill  seeks  to  lower 
retail  prices  in  the  short  term  and  runs  the  risk  of  creating  a  false  impression  that 
we  can  have  all  the  energy  we  want  at  cheaper  prices.  But  over  time,  this  legisla- 
tion removes  controls  and  should  give  industry  sufficient  incentive  to  explore, 
develop,  and  produce  new  fields  in  the  Outer  Continental  Shelf,  Alaska,  and 
potential  new  reserves  in  the  lower  48  States.  I  fully  intend  to  use  the  flexibility 
which  is  granted  to  me  by  this  legislation  to  expedite  the  decontrol  of  crude  oil 
in  order  to  increase  domestic  production.  I  do  not  expect  the  Congress  to  stand 
in  the  way  of  such  actions. 

I  know  there  are  some  who  fear  that  this  legislation  could  mean  that  the  energy 
industry  will  be  subjected  indefinitely  to  governmental  controls  which  would 
create  further  distortions  and  inefficiencies.  As  one  who  believes  that  minimizing 
governmental  interference  in  the  marketplace  is  essential  to  a  strong  economy 
and  more  jobs,  I  share  those  concerns.  Accordingly,  I  pledge  that  I  will  work  to 
ensure  that  by  the  end  of  40  months,  governmental  controls  over  domestic  oil 
prices  will  be  fully  phased  out.  We  will  begin  immedaitely,  as  authorized  by  the 
legislation,  to  remove  all  current  price  and  allocation  regulations  except  those 
on  crude  oil  prices. 

Third,  I  am  also  persuaded  that  this  legislation  represents  the  most  construc- 
tive bill  we  are  likely  to  work  out  at  this  time.  If  I  were  to  veto  this  bill,  the 
debates  of  the  past  year  would  almost  surely  continue  through  the  election  year 
and  beyond.  The  temptation  to  politicize  the  debate  would  be  powerful,  and 
the  Nation  could  become  further  divided.  The  most  responsible  action  now  is  to 
set  the  best  course  we  can  and  stick  to  it. 

On  balance,  therefore,  I  find  that  this  legislation  is  constructive  and  puts  into 
place  the  first  elements  of  a  comprehensive  national  energy  policy.  It  permits 
me  to  remove  the  $2-per-barrel  oil  import  fee.  It  provides  a  foundation  upon 
which  we  can  build  together  toward  our  goal  of  energy  independence. 

Now  we  should  move  forward  to  complete  the  legislative  tasks  I  set  before 
the  Nation  last  January.  Specifically,  we  still  need  natural  gas  legislation  to  deal 
with  immediate  shortages  and  to  increase  our  supply  of  natural  gas  over  the 
long  run.  The  only  solution  is  to  deregulate  the  price  of  new  natural  gas.  The 


1993 


[742]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  December  22 

Senate  has  acted  favorably  on  such  legislation.  I  urge  the  House  to  act  expedi- 
tiously so  that,  by  the  end  of  January,  deregulation  of  the  price  of  new  natural 
gas  will  have  become  law.  But  this  isn't  the  only  new  legislation  we  need.  For 
example,  our  Nation  needs  prompt  Congressional  action  to  permit  production 
of  oil  from  the  naval  petroleum  reserves,  to  ensure  greater  energy  efficiency  in 
our  homes  and  buildings,  to  stimulate  the  commercial  development  of  synthetic 
fuels,  and  to  permit  greater  use  of  nuclear  power  for  generating  electricity.  I 
will  continue  to  press  in  1976,  as  I  have  done  in  1975,  to  see  that  all  these  pro- 
grams and  other  elements  of  my  comprehensive  energy  programs  are  enacted. 
Having  now  built  a  foundation,  we  must  maintain  our  determination  to  achieve 
energy  independence. 

743 

Statement  Announcing  Intention  To  Veto  the  Common  Situs 
Picketing  Bill.     December  22,  1915 

I  AM  today  announcing  my  intention  to  veto  H.R.  5900,  commonly  known  as 
the  common  situs  picketing  bill.  I  and  my  principal  advisers  have  thoroughly 
analyzed  the  proposed  legislation  and  all  of  its  ramifications.  The  issues  involved 
have  become  the  subject  of  much  controversy,  and  I  beUeve  the  matter  should 
be  resolved  as  soon  as  possible.  Therefore,  I  am  taking  the  action  of  announcing 
my  decision  now. 

Actually  the  bill  before  me  represents  a  combination  of  H.R.  5900,  which 
would  overturn  the  United  States  Supreme  Court's  decision  in  the  Denver  Build- 
ing Trades  case,  and  the  newly  proposed  construction  industry  collective  bargain- 
ing bill,  S.  2305,  as  amended.  During  the  development  of  this  legislation  I 
stipulated  that  these  two  related  measures  should  be  considered  together.  The 
collective  bargaining  provisions  have  great  merit,  and  it  is  to  the  common  situs 
picketing  title  that  I  address  my  objections. 

For  many  years  I  have  been  familiar  with  the  special  problems  of  labor- 
management  relations  in  the  construction  industry  and  sympathetic  to  all  good 
faith  efforts  to  find  an  equitable  solution  that  would  have  general  acceptance 
by  both  union  and  nonunion  workers  and  building  contractors. 

Because  this  key  industry  has  been  particularly  hard  hit  by  the  recession  and 
its  health  is  an  essential  element  of  our  economic  recovery,  I  have  been  especially 
hopeful  that  a  solution  could  be  found  that  was  acceptable  to  all  parties  and  would 
stimulate  building  activity  and  employment,  curtail  excessive  building  costs. 
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and  reduce  unnecessary  strikes,  layoffs,  and  labor-management  strife  and  discord 
in  the  construction  field. 

Therefore,  since  early  this  year  Secretary  of  Labor  John  Dunlop,  at  my  direc- 
tion, has  been  working  with  Members  of  Congress  and  leaders  of  organized 
labor  and  management  to  try  to  obtain  comprehensive  legislation  in  this  field 
that  was  acceptable  and  fair  to  all  sides  and  in  the  pubUc  interest  generally.  With- 
out such  a  general  consensus  I  felt  that  changing  the  rules  at  this  time  would 
merely  be  another  Federal  intervention  that  might  delay  building  and  construc- 
tion recovery  but  not  effectively  compose  the  deep  differences  between  contrac- 
tors and  union  and  between  organized  and  nonorganized  American  workers. 

From  the  outset,  I  specified  a  set  of  conditions  which,  if  met,  would  lead  to  my 
approval  of  this  legislation.  Virtually  all  of  these  conditions  have  been  met,  thanks 
to  the  good  faith  efforts  of  Secretary  Dunlop  and  others  in  the  building  trades 
unions  and  the  Congress.  During  the  course  of  the  legislative  debate,  I  did  give 
private  assurances  to  Secretary  Dunlop  and  others  that  I  would  support  the  legis- 
lation if  the  conditions  specified  were  met. 

Nonetheless,  after  detailed  study  of  the  bill  and  after  extensive  consultations 
with  others,  I  have  most  reluctantly  concluded  that  I  must  veto  the  bill.  My 
reasons  for  vetoing  the  bill  focus  primarily  on  the  vigorous  controversy  surround- 
ing the  measure  and  the  possibility  that  this  bill  could  lead  to  greater,  not  lesser, 
conflict  in  the  construction  industry.  Unfortuantely,  my  earlier  optimism  that 
this  bill  provided  a  resolution  which  would  have  the  support  of  all  parties  was 
unfounded.  As  a  result,  I  cannot  in  good  conscience  sign  this  measure,  given  the 
lack  of  agreement  among  the  various  parties  to  the  historical  dispute  over  the 
impact  of  this  bill  on  the  construction  industry. 

There  are  intense  differences  between  union  and  nonunion  contractors  and 
labor  over  the  extent  to  which  this  bill  constitutes  a  fair  and  equitable  solution  to 
a  longstanding  issue. 

Some  believe  the  bill  will  not  have  adverse  effects  on  construction  and  indeed 
rectifies  an  inequity  in  treatment  of  construction  labor.  But  with  equal  sincerity 
and  emotion  there  are  many  who  maintain  that  this  bill,  if  enacted  into  law, 
would  result  in  severe  disruption  and  chaos  in  the  building  industry.  I  have 
concluded  that  neither  the  building  industry  nor  the  Nation  can  take  the  risk  that 
those  who  claim  the  bill,  which  proposes  a  permanent  change  in  the  law,  will 
lead  to  loss  of  jobs  and  work  hours  for  the  construction  trades,  higher  costs  for  the 
public,  and  further  slowdown  in  a  basic  industry  are  right. 

It  has  become  the  subject  of  such  heated  controversy  that  its  enactment  under 
present  economic  conditions  could  lead  to  more  idleness  for  workers,  higher  costs 


1995 


[743]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  December  22 

for  the  public,  and  further  slowdown  in  a  basic  industry  that  is  already  severely 
depressed.  This  is  not  the  time  for  altering  our  national  labor-management  rela- 
tions law  if  the  experiment  could  lead  to  more  chaotic  conditions  and  a  changed 
balance  of  power  in  the  collective  bargaining  process. 

note:  The  President's  message  vetoing  H.R.  5900  on  January  2,  1976.  On  January  19,  the  House 
was   transmitted   to   the   House   of  Representatives        reconsidered  the  bill  and  referred  it  to  committee. 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Metric  Conversion  Act  of  1975. 
December  23 ,  1975 

I  AM  today  signing  H.R.  8674,  the  Metric  Conversion  Act  of  1975.  This  legis- 
lation establishes  a  national  policy  of  coordinating  and  planning  for  the  increased 
use  of  the  metric  measurement  system  in  the  United  States. 

To  say  that  this  legislation  is  historic  is  an  understatement.  The  question  of  a 
common  measurement  language  is,  in  fact,  nearly  as  old  as  our  country.  President 
George  Washington  raised  the  issue  in  his  first  message  to  Congress  on  January 
8, 1790.  He  called  at  that  time  for  a  uniform  system  of  currency  and  weights  and 
measures.  He  repeated  his  request  several  times  thereafter. 

President  James  Madison  also  urged  Congressional  action  on  a  measurement 
system.  Fifty  years  later— in  July  1866— Congress  did  pass  legislation  making 
it  legal  to  use  the  metric  system  in  U.S.  trade  and  commerce. 

In  1875,  the  United  States  v^as  one  of  the  17  countries  w^hich  signed  the 
Treaty  of  the  Meter.  In  spite  of  that,  the  country  retained  its  old  measurement 
system.  There  have  been  expressions  of  legislative  interest  from  time  to  time 
since  1875,  but  no  further  definitive  statement  of  national  policy  has  been 
forthcoming. 

We  should  learn  from  this  brief  history  that  legislation  cannot  solve  all  our 
problems.  Indeed,  if  the  legislation  is  not  founded  on  public  acceptance,  it  will 
have  less  than  no  effect  at  all. 

That  is  why  I  think  this  bill  is  so  interesting— because  the  real  impetus  came 
from  the  private  sector,  from  people  in  the  business  of  buying  and  selling 
American  products  here  and  overseas.  U.S.  industry  in  this  regard  is  miles 
ahead  of  ofl&cial  policy.  American  companies  already  are  making  great  use  of 
metric  measurements.  Many  areas  of  our  industry— such  as  pharmaceuticals, 
cameras,  and  space  exploration — already  are  entirely  or  largely  metric.  In  addi- 
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tion,  many  of  the  country's  largest  retailers  are  finding  it  is  good  business  to  deal 
metrically  with  their  customers. 

The  truth  is  that  our  continued  use  of  the  English  system  of  measurement 
was  making  us  an  island  in  a  metric  sea.  In  1965,  Great  Britain  renounced  its 
old  system  of  measurement  in  favor  of  metric.  It  was  followed  by  the  Common- 
wealth countries.  Today,  more  than  90  percent  of  the  world's  people  uses  metric 
measurement  in  their  everyday  lives. 

A  few  years  ago,  the  Congress  asked  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  to  determine 
what  impact  the  increasing  worldwide  use  of  the  metric  system  was  having  on 
the  United  States  and  whether  it  was  desirable  to  increase  the  use  of  metric 
weights  and  measures  here.  The  National  Bureau  of  Standards,  which  conducted 
that  study,  urged  wider  use  of  the  metric  measurement  language.  NBS  also 
proposed  a  coordinated  national  program  to  bring  this  about.  The  legislation 
before  us  today  implements  that  NBS  finding. 

It  is  important  to  stress  that  the  conversion  contemplated  in  this  legislation  is 
to  be  a  completely  voluntary  one.  The  Government's  function,  through  a 
U.S.  Metric  Board  that  I  shall  appoint,  will  be  to  coordinate  and  synchronize 
increasing  use  of  metric  measurement  in  the  various  sectors  of  our  economy. 

I  sign  the  bill  with  the  conviction  that  it  will  enable  our  country  to  adopt 
increasing  use  of  this  convenient  measurement  language — both  at  home  in  our 
schools  and  factories  and  overseas  with  our  trading  partners. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  8674  is  Public  Law  94-168  (89  Stat.  1007).  The  statement  was  released  at  Vail,  Colo. 

745 

Statement  on  the  Death  of  Richard  S.  Welch. 
December  23,  1975 

I  WAS  shocked  and  horrified  by  the  terrorist  murder  of  Mr.  Richard  Welch 
outside  his  home  in  Athens,  Greece.  Mr.  Welch  has  long  been  a  dedicated 
official  of  the  United  States  Government  and  the  hearts  of  all  Americans  go  out 
to  his  family  in  sympathy  and  in  gratitude  for  a  life  given  in  devoted  service 
to  his  country. 

note:  Richard  S.  Welch  was  the  station  chief  for  the  The  statement  was  released  at  Vail,  Colo. 

Central  Intelligence  Agency  in  Greece. 
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146 

Statement  on  the  Conclusion  of  the  Indochina  Refugee 
Resettlement  Program.     December  24,  1975 

EIGHT  MONTHS  ago,  I  initiated  a  program  designed  to  open  America's 
doors  to  refugees  from  Indochina  seeking  a  new  life.  To  facilitate  their  entry,  I 
ordered  the  estabhshment  of  four  reception  centers  in  the  United  States  to 
house  the  refugees  temporarily  until  sponsors  came  forward  to  assist  them. 

The  last  remaining  refugees  departed  the  reception  center  at  Fort  Chaffee, 
Ark.,  on  Saturday,  December  20.  The  closing  of  that  reception  center  marks 
the  successful  conclusion  of  our  organized  resettlement  program.  Since  its 
inception  in  April,  over  130,000  refugees  passed  through  these  camps  before 
settling  in  communities  in  every  State  of  the  Union. 

The  success  of  this  massive  undertaking  was  due  mainly  to  the  openhearted 
generosity  of  the  American  people  who,  both  individually  and  through  their 
churches  and  civic  groups,  came  forward  to  sponsor  these  newest  members  of 
our  society.  But  the  program  could  not  have  succeeded  without  the  efforts  of 
those  who  worked  long  hours  in  this  humanitarian  cause. 

The  Nation  owes  a  special  tribute  to  the  Interagency  Task  Force  for  Indo- 
china Refugees  which  I  set  up  on  April  18  to  coordinate  refugee  evacuation, 
reception,  and  resettlement,  and  to  the  voluntary  agencies  which  handled  the 
sponsorship  of  the  refugees  in  American  society.  To  those  thousands  of  military 
and  civilians,  volunteers,  and  resettlement  agency  personnel  who  dedicated  these 
past  months  to  the  refugees,  we  owe  heartfelt  thanks.  Their  work  reflects  the 
truly  humanitarian  achievement  of  public  agencies  and  the  private  sector  work- 
ing in  harmony.  This  demonstration  of  strength  will  continually  reinforce  the 
refugees  as  they  begin  their  journey  toward  becoming  fully  self-sufficient  and 
contributing  members  of  our  Nation's  communities. 

Initial  fears  that  the  refugees  would  become  an  ongoing  problem  are  now 
allayed.  The  refugees  have  proven  themselves  to  be  hard-working  and  indus- 
trious people  with  a  thirst  for  education  and  a  deep-seated  desire  to  improve 
themselves.  I  am  confident  that  they  will  follow  the  example  of  former  immi- 
grants who  have  so  richly  contributed  to  the  character  and  strength  of  the 
American  system.  The  warmth  and  generosity  that  have  characterized  the  wel- 
come that  Americans  have  given  to  the  refugees  serve  as  a  reaffirmation  of  Amer- 
ican awareness  of  the  roots  and  the  ideals  of  our  society. 

note:  The  statement  was  released  at  Vail,  Colo. 
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747 

Christmas  Message. 
December  24,  1973 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS!  These  two  words  conjure  up  all  of  the  good  feelings 
that  mankind  has  ever  held  for  itself  and  its  creator:  reverence,  tenderness, 
humility,  generosity,  tolerance — love.  These  are  the  stars  we  try  to  follow.  These 
are  the  most  enduring  treasures  we  can  bring  to  our  world.  I  can  remember  a 
few  Chris tmases  in  my  own  youth  when  just  about  the  only  thing  we  had  to 
offer  each  other  as  a  family  was  the  love  we  shared,  and  the  faith  that  together 
we  could  see  things  through  to  a  better  future.  And  it  did.  It  made  us  work 
harder,  study  harder,  try  harder — and  it  brought  out  qualities  and  depths  of 
strength  and  character  that  none  of  us  in  those  days  thought  we  had. 

The  spirit  of  Christmas  is  ageless,  irresistible  and  knows  no  barriers.  It  reaches 
out  to  add  a  glow  to  the  humblest  of  homes  and  the  stateHest  of  mansions.  It 
catches  up  saint  and  sinner  alike  in  its  warm  embrace.  It  is  the  season  to  be 
jolly — but  to  be  silent  and  prayerful  as  well. 

I  know  this  will  be  a  particularly  happy  Christmas  for  me.  I  celebrate  it 
surrounded  by  those  I  love  and  who  love  me.  I  celebrate  it  by  joining  with  all 
of  our  citizens  in  observing  a  Christmas  when  Americans  can  honor  the  Prince 
of  Peace  in  a  nation  at  peace. 

The  Ford  family  wishes  you  and  your  family  a  Christmas  that  brings  all  of 
the  joy,  the  fulfillment,  and  the  inspiration  of  this  most  precious  of  seasons.  May 
God's  blessings  be  with  you  all. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 


748 

Statement  on  Actions  To  Combat  Drug  Abuse. 
December  26,  1973 

DRUG  abuse  is  a  tragic  national  problem  which  saps  our  Nation's  vitality.  It 
is  also  a  major  contributor  to  our  growing  crime  rate.  All  of  us  must  redouble 
our  efforts  to  combat  this  problem. 

Earlier  this  week  I  met  with  Representative  Charles  B.  Rangel  and  other  Mem- 
bers of  the  Congress  to  discuss  the  problem  of  drug  abuse.  The  Congressmen 
reported  the  growing  availability  and  use  of  illicit  drugs  and  expressed  their 
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concern  about  the  continuing  flow  of  drugs  across  the  Southwest  border  from 
Mexico  and  their  continuing  concern  about  a  possible  resurgence  of  heroin  traffic 
from  Turkey. 

Aware  of  the  worsening  situation,  last  spring  I  directed  a  high-priority  review 
of  the  entire  Federal  effort  in  drug  law  enforcement,  treatment  and  prevention, 
and  international  control.  The  resulting  White  Paper  on  Drug  Abuse  contained 
a  frank  assessment  of  where  we  are  in  these  efforts,  as  well  as  a  number  of  com- 
prehensive recommendations  to  improve  our  response  to  this  critical  problem.  I 
endorse  the  white  paper,  and  the  budget  I  will  submit  in  January  will  request 
sufficient  funds  to  implement  all  of  its  major  recommendations. 

This  Administration  already  has  begun  to  take  strong  action  to  deal  with 
the  mounting  threat,  however.  I  have  spoken  with  Presidents  Echeverria  of 
Mexico  and  Lopez  Michelsen  of  Colombia  and  with  Prime  Minister  Demirel  of 
Turkey  in  an  effort  to  strengthen  cooperation  of  other  nations  involved  in  the 
fight  against  illicit  drug  traffic.  Because  of  my  particular  concern  about  the 
problem  of  Mexican  heroin,  I  am  directing  Secretary  of  State  Kissinger  to  ex- 
press to  the  Mexican  Government  my  personal  concern  that  we  explore  oppor- 
tunities for  improved  control.  I  have  also  directed  the  Domestic  Council  Drug 
Abuse  Task  Force  to  present  me  with  specific  recommendations  for  improving 
our  ability  to  control  drug  trafficking  along  the  Southwest  border. 

I  call  upon  the  Congress  to  enact  my  proposal  for  mandatory  minimum  sen- 
tences for  drug  traffickers,  so  those  who  are  spreading  this  evil  throughout  our 
communities  will  be  put  behind  bars  where  they  belong.  And  I  urge  the  Con- 
gress to  ratify  the  Convention  of  Psychotropic  Substances,  so  we  can  fulfill  our 
obligations  to  the  other  nations  of  the  world  to  see  that  strong  international 
controls  exist  for  all  drugs.  In  the  weeks  ahead  I  will  send  to  the  Congress  a 
comprehensive  message  on  drug  abuse  establishing  a  framework  for  a  broad 
government  response  to  the  problem. 

note:  The  statement  was  released  at  Vail,  Colo. 

749 

Statement  on  the  Bombing  Incident  at  La  Guardia  Airport, 
New  York  City.     December  29,  1973 

I  AM  deeply  grieved  by  the  loss  of  life  and  injuries  which  occurred  tonight  at 
La  Guardia  Airport  in  New  York.  It  appears  this  senseless  act  involved  the  use 
of  a  bomb. 
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I  have  instructed  Secretary  of  Transportation  William  Coleman  and  the  FAA 
to  investigate  immediately  and  to  give  me  a  complete  report  on  the  tragedy  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  Justice  Department  and  the  FBI  have  been  directed  to 
provide  w^hatever  assistance  they  can  to  the  FAA  and  local  lav^  enforcement 
agencies. 

note:  Eleven  persons  were  killed  by  the  explosion  Aviation  Administrator  John  L.  McLucas,  Deputy 
from  a  bomb  placed  in  the  baggage-claim  area  at  Attorney  General  Harold  Tyler,  and  Deputy  Direc- 
the  airport.  tor  James  Adams  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Inves- 
The  statement  was  released  at  Vail,  Colo.  tigation  to  discuss  the  progress  of  the  investigation 
On  the  following  day,  the  President  met  in  the  of  the  bombing  incident.  They  also  considered 
Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House  with  Secretary  of  measures  to  be  taken  to  reinforce  airport  and  air- 
Transportation   William   T.   Coleman,   Jr.,   Federal  plane  security. 
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Remarks  and  a  Question-and-Answer  Session  With  Reporters. 
December  31,  1975 

ViEv^s  ON  THE  Presidency 

The  President.  [1.]  Let  me  just  start  out  by  saying  that  we  will  primarily 
talk  about  1975,  but  I  think  you  have  to  add  to  that  and  put  it  in  proper  context 
the  few  months  that  I  was  President  in  1974. 

Let  me  talk  about  personnel  for  just  a  moment.  I  think  we  have  put  together 
a  very  good  team,  both  in  the  White  House  and  in  the  Administration.  And 
probably  one  of  the  best  examples  of  the  quality  is  the  nomination  of  John  Paul 
Stevens  to  the  Supreme  Court.  I  can't  positively  say  that  his  nomination  and 
confirmation  was  a  record,  but  it  is  pretty  close  to  it.  We  did  a  good  job  in  check- 
ing all  of  the  potentials,  and  the  net  result  was  in  a  very,  very  short  period  of  time 
we  ended  up  with  a  man  who  was  confirmed  98  to  nothing.  That  is  a  pretty  good 
batting  average  by  any  criteria.  I  am  certain  he  will  do  a  superb  j.ob  as  a  member 
of  the  Court. 

But  if  you  look  at  the  Cabinet,  I  think  they  are  quality  people.  If  you  look  at 
the  individuals  we  have  selected  for  the  various  regulatory  agencies,  I  think 
they  are  top  people  who  will  follow  a  constructive  line  in  trying  to  update  some 
of  the  procedures  and  concepts  in  the  various  agencies.  I  think  all  of  the  regu- 
latory agencies  have  been  strengthened,  not  in  aiming  toward  more  regulation, 
but  in  taking  the  line  that  I  think  is  important — of  deregulating  where  there  has 
been  overregulation. 

If  you  look  at  the  problems  that  we  had  when  I  became  President— inflation, 
the  disastrous  unemployment  that  developed — I  think  we  have  made  significant 
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progress  in  both  areas.  Inflation  is  about  half  of  what  it  was  a  year  ago;  unem- 
ployment soared.  On  the  other  hand,  the  trend  is  in  the  right  direction,  and  I 
am  convinced  beyond  any  doubt  that  unemployment  will  continue  its  down- 
ward path.  It  is  still  too  high,  but  I  think  the  trend  is  right  and  the  prospects  are 
encouraging. 

In  foreign  policy,  we  had,  of  course,  a  setback  in  Southeast  Asia.  But  if  you 
take  a  look  at  what  has  been  accomplished  elsewhere,  whether  it  is  in  NATO, 
where  we  have  convinced  our  allies  that  the  American  people  are  going  to 
stand  strong  in  that  area,  they  absolutely  believe  that  the  United  States  is  going 
to  be  a  firm  partner.  And  I  think  the  personal  relationship  with  leaders  in 
Western  Europe  is  as  good,  if  not  better,  than  anytime  in  the  last  20  or  30 
years. 

If  you  look  to  the  Pacific,  despite  the  problems  in  Vietnam,  our  relationship 
with  Japan  is  the  best  in  the  history  of  this  country.  We  have  kept  faith  with 
other  countries  in  the  whole  Pacific  area,  and  they  believe  that  the  United  States 
will  stand  in  the  future  firmly  for  the  freedom  that  they  have  and  the  oppor- 
tunities for  a  better  life  for  all  of  their  people. 

Let  me  just  summarize,  if  I  can,  my  New  Year's  resolutions  so  you  won't 
have  to  ask  the  question.  [Laughter]  I  am  going  to  make  as  a  New  Year's  reso- 
lution a  dedication  to  the  strengthening  of  spiritual  and  moral  values  among  215 
miUion  people.  And  I  noticed  yesterday  we  passed  215  million  people,  accord- 
ing to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

I  am  going  to  resolve  that  we  do  everything  possible  to  improve  the  eco- 
nomic circumstances,  not  only  of  ourselves — that  being  my  prime  concern — 
but  the  economic  well-being  of  people  throughout  the  world,  because  I  think 
that  contributes  to  stability,  not  only  at  home  but  worldwide. 

And  I,  of  course,  will  resolve  that  we  have  peace  with  ourselves  in  this  coun- 
try, but  peace  with  the  world  as  a  whole. 

So,  why  don't  you  ask  questions. 

Helen  [Helen  Thomas,  United  Press  International]. 

Questions 

1976  presidential  campaign 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  why  do  you  think  that  you  are  going  to  be  able  to 
defeat  Ronald  Reagan  in  his  bid  for  the  Presidency  ?  And  what  do  you  see  as 
the  key  differences  in  actual  approach  ?  I  know  he  doesn't  have  Federal  experi- 
ence, but  over  and  beyond  that,  where  are  your  differences  on  the  main  issues } 
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The  President.  As  I  have  said  before,  Helen,  I  have  never,  as  a  candidate, 
attacked  an  opponent.  And  I  don't  intend  to.  I  do  feel  that  my  thoughts,  my  pro- 
grams for  the  future  of  this  country  v^ould  justify  nomination  as  v^ell  as  election. 

I  think  w^e  have  a  good  economic  program,  and  the  results  I  have  cited  ini- 
tially. I  believe  v^e  have  a  good  foreign  pohcy.  It  is  my  judgment  that  I  can  give 
the  right  moral  and  spiritual  leadership  to  this  country.  With  those  concrete 
things  to  talk  about,  I  think  I  can  say  that  experience  vv^ill  help  to  achieve  those 
results. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  25  years  in  the  Congress,  roughly  a  year  as  Vice 
President,  2  years  as  President,  gives  to  me  in  this  office  an  opportunity  to  exe- 
cute and  implement  those  constructive  programs  that  wt  have  started  that  are 
producing  results.  I  would  rather  talk  on  the  affirmative  side  and  convince  the 
American  people  that  that  is  w^hat  they  w^ant  for  a  President  in  the  future.  Nov^, 
w^hat  other  people  say  out  as  they  campaign  .around  the  country — it  is  very  easy 
on  occasion,  as  I  am  sure  all  of  you  know^,  to  say  you  can  have  a  quick  fix  here 
and  a  nev^  program  there,  and  that  is  v^hy  an  individual  ought  to  be  President. 
But  w^e  have  a  record.  I  think  it  is  an  improving  record.  It  v^ill  be  perceived  in 
the  months  ahead  as  a  constructive  record.  And  I  am  going  to  run  on  it,  and 
I  am  going  to  win  on  it. 

Q.  But  in  terms  of  Reagan's  policies,  do  you  see  any  major  difference? 

The  President.  I  think  he  will  have  to  develop  those.  I  am  going  to  talk 
about  my  policies. 

PUBLIC  OPINION  POLLS 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  if,  as  you  say,  things  look  as  good  right  now  both 
economically  and  in  terms  of  foreign  policy,  why  is  it  that  the  polls  don't  look 
better  for  you? 

The  President.  That's  a  good  question.  We  have  made  some  very  tough  de- 
cisions in  the  last  12  or  15  months.  They  haven't  been  necessarily  popular.  I 
think  they  have  been  right.  I  have  had  to  veto  some  bills  that  had  good  labels, 
some  had  substance,  but  they  were  too  expensive  at  the  time.  We  had  the  tough 
decision  to  make — as  an  example.  New  York  City.  It  was  popular  in  some  areas, 
not  very  popular  in  metropolitan  New  York  City. 

But  when  you  make  hard  decisions,  you  inevitably  antagonize  individuals. 
They  don't  perceive  at  that  time  the  beneficial  results  that  will  accrue  from  a 
right  decision.  But  as  you  move  along  and  the  correctness  of  those  judgments 
becomes  more  evident,  I  think  you  will  see  a  change  in  public  sentiment.  And 
the  real  test  comes  not  in  late  December  of  1975,  but  in  the  months  ahead. 
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SOCIAL   PROGRAMS 


[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  some  of  your  critics  say  that  you  have  not  been  suffi- 
ciently humanitarian  in  your  approach  to  the  Presidency,  to  the  poor,  the  needy, 
the  oppressed,  and  so  on.  What  is  your  response  to  that  particular  talk  ? 

The  President.  I  think  the  best  way  to  describe  that.  Bud  [Godfrey  Sperling, 
Jr.,  Christian  Science  Monitor],  is  to  take  an  analogy.  I  have  been  criticized  for 
vetoing  40-some  bills,  some  of  them,  as  I  indicated  earlier,  had  excellent  titles 
and  some  had  good  substance,  but  were  too  expensive. 

Let  me  use  this  analogy.  If  the  various  mayors  of  New  York  City  over  the 
last  10  years  had  managed  that  city  better,  had  not  been  as  generous  in  the 
handling  of  some  of  the  fiscal  problems,  wage  setdements,  pension  programs, 
the  city  would  be  a  lot  better  off  today.  But  if  those  various  mayors  had  vetoed 
this  and  been  firmer  in  other  areas,  those  mayors  would  have  been  accused  of 
being  lacking  in  compassion.  But  the  city  of  New  York  would  have  been  a  lot 
better  off  in  1975. 

I  think  the  decisions  that  I  have  made  have  been  hard,  that  on  the  surface 
appear  at  this  time  to  be  lacking  in  compassion,  those  decisions,  in  the  long 
run,  are  going  to  be  recognized  as  right.  So,  it  is  a  question  of  understanding 
at  the  moment  that  you  have  to  take  the  long  view,  not  the  short  view,  in  order 
to  really  indicate  your  compassion.  And  that  is  what  I  have  tried  to  do. 

Q.  Are  you  really  saying,  Mr.  President,  that  it  is  very  difficult  for  a  man  who 
is  at  least  largely  viewed  as  a  conservative  to  be  also  perceived  to  be  human- 
itarian ? 

The  President.  In  the  short  run.  In  the  long  haul,  I  think  those  decisions  will 
be  perceived  as  compassionate.  But  the  impression  that  comes  out  immediately 
could  very  easily  and,  in  many  cases,  can  be  described  as  lacking  in  compassion. 
But  I  will  guarantee  you  a  lot  of  people  in  New  York  City  wish  there  had 
been  stronger  leadership  in  that  city,  because  they  wouldn't  be  in  the  problem 
they  found  themselves  in  1975  if  there  had  been  that  kind  of  leadership. 

DETENE 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President  in  1972,  we  and  the  Russians  signed  a  pledge  in 
Moscow 

The  President.  What  year  was  that  ? 

Q.  In  1972,  we  signed  a  pledge  with  the  Russians,  both  sides  agreeing  not  to 
raise  tensions  anywhere  in  the  world — detente.  The  Russians  say  that  detente 
does  not  mean  that  the  status  quo  around  the  world  stays  the  same.  We  know 
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it  isn't  the  same  in  Angola.  Aren't  they  breaking  the  rules  on  detente  there,  and 
how  do  we  stand  ? 

The  President.  Both  Secretary  Kissinger  and  I  have  spoken  out  very  strongly 
against  the  Soviet  activity  in  Angola,  and  I  reaffirm  it  today.  I  think  what  is 
being  done  in  Angola  by  the  Soviet  Union  in  conjunction  with  the  Cubans  is  not 
constructive  from  the  point  of  view  of  detente. 

We  couldn't  be  any  firmer  publicly  than  we  have  been  in  that  regard.  But  I 
think  we  have  an  obligation  to  continue  to  work  within  the  framework  of 
detente  because  there  are  some  other  benefits  that  have  accrued.  I  think  SALT  I 
was  a  step  forward,  and  if  SALT  II  can  be  negotiated  on  a  mutual  basis,  it 
will  be  constructive  within  the  framework  of  detente.  But  I  reaffirm,  Angola  is 
an  example  of  where  I  think  detente  has  not  worked  the  way  it  should  work, 
and  we  strongly  object  to  it. 

Q.  Is  it  possible,  sir,  that  detente  may  simply  end  up  being  agreements  on 
nuclear  weapons  and  nothing  else  ? 

The  President.  I  hope  not.  I  think  it  ought  to  have  a  far  broader  implication. 
I  think  detente  can  be  helpful,  just  as  an  example,  in  the  long-run  solution  in 
the  Middle  East.  And  there  are  some  good  signs  that  it  is  helping  to  moderate 
certain  influences  in  the  Middle  East. 

FOREIGN  POLICY 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  your  predecessor  sat  in  this  office  and  in  May  of  1970 
warned  against  the  United  States  of  America  becoming  a  pitiful,  helpless  giant. 
In  a  sense,  our  speaking  out  on  Angola  is  about  all  we  can  do.  The  United  States, 
seemingly  operating  within  the  framework  of  detente,  seems  to  be  powerless 
to  do  anything  else  other  than  speak  out  in  offering  statements  by  the  President 
and  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  Have  we,  therefore,  in  effect,  reached  a  kind  of  a 
status  in  the  world  where  we  are  a  pitiful,  helpless  giant  in  the  continent  of 
Africa  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  we  are  a  pitiful,  helpless  giant  in  Africa.  We  have 
a  great  many  countries  that  look  to  us  and  work  with  us  and,  I  think,  are 
sympathetic  to  what  we  are  trying  to  do  in  conjunction  with  them.  There  are 
some  African  States  that  obviously  don't  look  toward  us,  but  look  toward  the 
Soviet  Union. 

I  think  we  would  have  been  in  a  stronger  position  to  find  a  compromise  in 
Angola  if  the  Senate  had  not  taken  the  action  that  it  took.  Nevertheless,  despite 
that  setback,  we  are  maximizing  the  utiUzation  of  funds  that  are  available,  small 
as  they  are.  And  we  are  moving  as  strongly  as  possible  in  the  area  of  diplomatic 
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initiatives  with  the  OAU  [Organization  of  African  Unity],  on  a  bilateral  basis 
with  African  States,  with  other  countries  throughout  the  world  that  have  an 
interest  in  Africa. 

I  certainly  think,  despite  the  handicap  of  the  Senate  action,  we  are  going  to 
do  everything  we  possibly  can.  And  we  certainly  are  not  a  pitiful  giant  in  this 
process. 

GRAIN  SALES   TO  THE  SOVIET  UNION 

[7.]     Q.  Mr.  President,  can  I  follow  that  one  up  ? 

The  President.  Surely. 

Q.  You  said  you  would  do  everything  we  possibly  can.  Would  this  include 
the  use  of — rethinking  of  the  sales  of  grain  as  a  political  weapon  or  as  a  diplo- 
matic tool  ? 

The  President.  I  think  the  grain  sale  with  the  Soviet  Union,  the  5-year  agree- 
ment, is  a  very  constructive  part  of  the  policy  of  detente.  It  certainly  is  construc- 
tive from  the  point  of  view  of  American  agriculture.  We  have  a  guarantee  of  6 
million  tons  a  year  with  a  top  limit  of  some  8  million  tons.  It,  I  think,  over  the 
long  haul,  will  be  looked  upon  as  a  very  successful  negotiation.  I  see  no  reason 
at  this  time,  certainly  under  the  circumstances  existing  today,  for  any  revision 
of  that  negotiated  agreement. 

CUBA 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  why  is  it  necessary  for  you  to  rule  out  any  improve- 
ment in  our  relations  with  Cuba  when  what  they  are  doing  in  Angola  is  essen- 
tially no  different  than  what  the  Soviet  Union  is  doing,  or  South  Africa  is  doing. 
But  especially,  what  evil  have  the  Cubans  done  ? 

The  President.  It  is  pretty  hard  for  me  to  see  what  legitimate  interest  Cuba 
has  in  sending  some  6,000  well-equipped,  well-trained  military  personnel  to 
Angola.  I  just  don't  see  what  their  interest  is.  And  it  certainly  doesn't  help  our 
relations  with  Cuba  when  they  know  that  we  think  it  is  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  three  parties  in  that  country  to  settle  their  differences  themselves. 

Q.  You  say  it  is  not  standing  in  the  way  of  detente  with  the  Soviet  Union,  it 
has  not  broken  off  our  relations  with  South  Africa  and  what  they  are  doing 
there.  Why  is  Cuba  singled  out  for  apparently  a  more  strict  treatment  ? 

The  President.  I  think  that  is  very  simple.  We  have  had  a  period  of  what,  13 
years  of  very  few,  if  any,  contacts  with  the  Government  of  Cuba  and  many, 
many  differences,  and  there  were  some  prospects — I  say  were  some  prospects — 
for  gradual  improvement.  But  when  we  are  trying  to  resolve  differences  in 
Angola,  they  are  seeking  to  expand  the  conflict  there  with  active  military 
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personnel.  It  just  is  such  a  different  view  from  our  own.  I  don't  see  how,  under 
those  circumstances,  we  can  feel  that  we  can  work  with  them  in  the  future  in 
this  hemisphere  or  elsewhere. 

CENTRAL   INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  it  is  quite  likely  that  your  proposals  to  Congress  for 
changes  in  the  CIA  will  differ  quite  a  bit  with  what  some  Members  of  Congress 
are  proposing.  Could  you  give  us  a  glimpse  of  what  you  are  thinking  about  now 
for  any  reconstituting  of  the  CIA  ?  How  early  in  the  Congressional  session  will 
you  be  sending  those  to  Congress  ? 

The  President.  I  have  not  personally  seen  any  of  the  specific  recommenda- 
tions that  might  be  coming  from  either  the  Church  committee  or  the  Pike  com- 
mittee. I  have  a  sizable  book  on  the  back  of  my  desk  there,  of  recommendations, 
not  only  from  the  Rockefeller  Commission  but  from  the  Murphy  Commission,^ 
from  the  various  departments  in  the  Government. 

Within  the  next  week,  I  will  make  my  decisions  based  on  these  recom- 
mendations. And  early  in  the  session,  I  will  submit  a  comprehensive  program  to 
strengthen  the  intelligence  community  in  our  Government,  at  the  same  time 
insisting  that  the  individual  rights  of  citizens  within  this  country  will  be  ade- 
quately protected. 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  were  talking  about  your  success  in  dealing  with 
the  economy.  The  unemployment  rate  has  come  down  slowly,  but  sticking  to 
about  ^Yi  percent.  At  the  same  time,  you  were  talking,  here  in  terms  of  your 
budget  for  next  year,  of  one  that  puts  a  lid  on  additional  domestic  spending. 
How  does  putting  a  lid  on  that,  how  much  does  that  threaten  the  improvement 
you  see  in  unemployment?  And  is  there  some  point,  say  if  unemployment  were 
still  around  7%  percent  in  June,  would  you  then  feel  that  we  would  need  more 
stimulus  and  more  spending  of  one  sort  or  another  ? 

The  President.  I  think  the  395  spending  figure  for  the  budget  of  1977  is  a 
constructive  effort  in  continuing  the  improvement  in  our  economy,  not  an 
undercutting  of  the  progress  that  we  are  making.  I  say  that  because  incorporated 
with  the  395  ceiling  is  a  $28  billion  tax  reduction,  $10  billion  more  than  Con- 
gress passed,  if  you  annualize  the  tax  reduction  for  the  next  6  months  in  1976. 

So,  the  395  will  give  confidence,  in  my  judgment,  to  the  American  people  that 
we  are  getting  a  handle  on  the  growth  in  Federal  spending,  and  if  you  incor- 
porate it  with  the  tax  reduction  proposal,  I  think  the  stimulant  to  the  economy 

^  The  Commission  on  the  Organization  of  the  Government  for  the  Conduct  of  Foreign  Policy,  chaired  by 
former  Ambassador  Robert  Murphy. 
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will  be  very  significant  and  healthy.  And  I  don't  foresee  with  this  combination — 
if  we  can  sell  the  Congress  on  it — of  any  need  in  1976  for  significant  increases  in 
any  spending  area. 

Q.  Well,  is  there  a  point,  though,  with  these  forecasts  from  time  to  time  being 
wrong — is  there  a  point  of  progress  in  unemployment  which  would  be  so  low 
that  you  wouldn't  find  it  tolerable  in  terms  of  the  progress  in  the  economy  and 
hardship  that  you  talked  about  when  you  started  ? 

The  President.  That  is  speculation  that  I  don't  think  is  justified.  Our  plans 
are — and  we  think  we  have  good  advice  and  good  statistics — that  unemployment 
will  continue  downward,  as  it  has,  from  the  high  of  9.3  several  months  ago. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  any  contingency  arises,  of  course  we  will  meet  it.  But  the 
program  based  on  the  best  advice,  a  program  based  on  the  best  statistics,  doesn't 
anticipate  the  kind  of  circumstances  that  you  have  indicated. 

1976  PRESIDENTIAL  CAMPAIGN 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  could  you  summarize  for  us  what  you  believe  are 
the  chief  obstacles  you  face  in  winning  the  Republican  nomination  and  being 
elected  for  a  full  term  in  office  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  foresee  any  serious  obstacles.  It  will  be  a  good  struggle, 
but  I  think  as  the  public  perception  of  what  we  have  done  both  at  home  and 
abroad  comes  across — and  I  think  it  will — then  I  think  the  nomination  will  be 
successful. 

NEWS  MEDIA  coverage 

[12.]     Q.  If  I  could  just  follow  up,  sir  ? 

The  President.  Surely. 

Q.  I  am  sure  you  are  aware  that  in  the  press  and  other  mass  media  news 
there  is  some  perception  of  you  as  not  quite  capable  of  filling  this  office.  And 
I  wonder,  sir,  what  your  reaction  to  this  is  personally  ?  Some  of  your  aides  say 
it  really  doesn't  bother  you  at  all. 

The  President.  In  the  first  place,  I  don't  think  that  description  is  accurate. 
I  think  my  record  in  public  office  disputes  it  very  forthrightly.  Some  of  the 
things  you  read  or  hear  or  see,  you  know,  it  kind  of  hurts  your  pride  a  little  bit 
because  you  know  it  isn't  true.  But  I  have  long  felt  that  if  you  keep  a  high  degree 
of  composure  and  don't  get  rattled  and  have  total  confidence  in  yourself,  that 
things  work  out  pretty  well. 

I  might  add  this:  I  was  looking  at  some  cartoons  over  the  past  year — years,  I 
should  say — of  American  political  life,  and  the  ones  today  are  not  any  sharper 
than  the  ones  in  the  past.  Presidents  have  survived  that  kind  of  criticism.  Those 
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that  did  had  good  programs  and  were  right.  And  I  think  you  have  to  have  a 
sense  of  humor  about  this.  You  have  to  be  a  iitde  thick-skinned,  and  I  think 
that  comes  from  some  experience. 

The  main  point  that  I  v^ould  Hke  to  emphasize — and  I  said  it  at  the  outset- 
is  that  I  don't  think  they  are  accurate.  I  have  complete  and  total  confidence  in 
my  ov^n  capabilities,  and  the  record,  I  think,  proves  it. 

1976  PRESIDENTIAL  CAMPAIGN 

[  13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  if  you  should  run  into  early  primary  trouble  and  have 
some  setbacks  in  New^  Hampshire  and  Florida,  do  you  believe  it  would  be  good 
for  the  Republican  Party,  for  other  candidates,  men  who  have  been  mentioned 
such  as  Mr.  Richardson,  Vice  President  Rockefeller,  some  of  the  others  who 
are  mentioned  as  possible  Presidendal  material,  then  get  in  and  challenge 
Ronald  Reagan  ?  Or  do  you  believe  it  should  be  a  two-man  race  straight  to  the 
convention  in  trying  to  reach  a  nomination  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  I  ought  to  judge  what  others  might  do.  I  can 
only  say  what  my  intentions  are,  and  I  reiterate  them  today.  I  have  said  them 
consistently,  that  I  intend  to  be  in  the  ball  game  right  down  to  the  convention. 
I  intend  to  win.  I  like  a  good  struggle,  a  good  fight,  if  that  is  necessary.  And 
any  speculation  about  me  quitting  in  midstream  is  just  inaccurate.  And  as  I 
said  yesterday,  anyone  who  forecasts  that  I  am  going  to  quit  in  midstream 
doesn't  know  Jerry  Ford. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  is  your  prediction  about  New  Hampshire  and  Florida  ? 
I  think  Mr.  Callaway  has  predicted  you  will  not  just  do  well  but  will  likely  win 
those  primaries. 

The  President.  I  think  we  will  do  reasonably  well  and  I  intend  to  carry  on 
the  record  that  we  have  in  order  to  convince  a  majority  of  the  people  in  New 
Hampshire  that  my  nomination  is  a  good  choice  for  the  Republican  Party  and 
for  the  country. 

Q.  Well,  are  you  not  flady  predicting  that  you  will  win  those  primaries  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  like  to  get  into  a  speculative  situation  there.  I  am  con- 
fident that  the  policies  are  good.  I  know  we  have  good  people  that  are  executing 
them.  And  I  beUeve  that  the  majority  of  the  people  in  New  Hampshire  will 
agree  with  that.  But  to  speculate  beyond  that  I  don't  think  is  beneficial. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  diis  will  be  the  first  time  that  any  Chief  Executive  has 
taken— first  time  in  modern  times— has  taken  the  Presidency  into  the  party 
primaries.  I  wonder  if  you  have  been  able  to  sort  of  see  in  your  own  mind  how 
this  can  be  done  in  a  way  that  will  protect  the  dignity  of  the  Presidency,  protect 
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the  advantage  that  you  gained  from  the  office,  and  so  forth  ?  Do  you  have  any 
thinking  on  that? 

The  President.  I  think  that,  CharHe  [Charles  L.  Bartlett,  Chicago  Daily 
News],  is  easily  answ^ered.  Continuing  to  v^ork  in  this  office  and  to  v^ork  on 
the  problems,  to  be  President,  is  the  best  w^ay  to  ensure  that  any  campaign  in 
any  one  of  the  30  States  is  conducted  in  the  proper  w^ay.  And  that  is  the  v^ay  I 
expect  to  do  it. 

Q.  Does  that  rule  out  the  hand-to-hand  kind  of  thing  the  "sheriff"  campaign- 
ing w^ould  do  ? 

The  President.  We  expect  to  make  some  appearances,  obviously,  in  various 
States  v^here  there  are  primaries.  But  the  main  responsibility  I  have  and  the 
best  v^ay  to  preserve  the  dignity  of  the  office  and  the  best  w^ay,  in  my  opinion, 
to  convince  the  people  that  I  ought  to  be  the  nominee  and  the  President  is  to 
v^ork  at  the  job  here. 

Q.  Why  w^as  so  much  time  spent  this  past  year,  1975,  on  the  road  in  cam- 
paigning w^hen  in  effect  you  are  reversing  procedures  ?  In  1975,  the  year  before 
the  election,  you  v^ere  on  the  road  a  great  deal  and  traveling,  and  in  1976,  w^hen 
the  campaign  begins,  you  are  in  the  Oval  Office. 

The  President.  I  think  the  circumstances  are  quite  different.  In  1974  the 
Republican  Party  nationally  took  a  very  bad  beating.  We  lost  a  number  of  House 
seats,  a  number  of  Senate  seats,  a  number  of  governorships.  The  preservation  of 
the  tw^o-party  system  in  this  country  is  of  maximum  importance,  and  the  Re- 
publican Party  in  many  States,  organizationally  speaking  and  financially,  w^as 
in  terrible  circumstances.  I  think  a  President  has  an  obligation  to  his  party, 
and  he  certainly  has  an  obligation  to  the  preservation  of  a  tv\^o-party  system. 

And  my  efforts  in  1974, 1975,  the  kind  of  traveling  you  are  talking  about,  w^as 
aimed  at  rebuilding  the  party,  maintaining  a  tw^o-party  system.  I  think  that 
job  has  been  principally  accomplished.  The  party  across  the  Nation  is  in  much 
better  shape,  organizationally  speaking,  financially  speaking. 

Now^  v^e  come  to  1976,  and  it  becomes  more  personal  because  of  the  primaries 
for  the  President.  I  am  going  to  do  the  job  here.  I  think  that  is  the  best  w^ay  to 
convince  the  people.  We  will  make  some  appearances,  obviously,  but  it  v^on't 
be  on  the  magnitude  that  I  did  in  1974  and  1975. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  did  you  sit  dow^n  at  some  point  in  recent  months  w^ith  your 
associates  and  work  out  any  kind  of  game  plan  for,  first,  winning  the  nomina- 
tion, or  is  it  sort  of  a  week-to-week  improvisation  as  it  sometimes  appears } 

The  President.  Obviously,  we  are  in  close  consultation  with  Bo  Callaway  and 
the  people  that  are  associated  with  Bo  on  the  purely  political  side. 
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On  the  other  hand,  we  have  advisers  v^ithin  and  without  the  White  House 
who  are  laying  out  poUcies  and  programs  that  are  aimed  not  at  the  political  side, 
but  at  the  nonpolitical  side,  that  will  be  helpful  in  getting  the  nomination  and 
in  being  elected  President.  So,  it  is  a  combination,  and  it  has  been  working  over 
the  months.  And  I  think  it  will  produce  results. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  Mr.  Callaway  says  that  he  has  no  point  of  contact  here  at 
the  White  House  other  than  yourself.  Are  you  thinking  of  putting  in  some  po- 
litical operative  here  at  the  White  House  to  handle  some  of  this  liaison  ? 

The  President.  I  think  he  has  had  good  contact  with  several  of  the  top  people 
on  my  staff.  He  does  have  access  to  me.  I  have  met  with  him  in  the  last  6  weeks 
about  once  a  week.  I  get  periodic  reports — as  a  matter  of  fact,  weekly  reports 
from  him.  It  is  possible  that  we  would  have  somebody  of  stature,  well  recog- 
nized, who  might  be  a  contact  for  him  as  the  year  1976  progresses. 

RONALD  REAGAN 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you,  I  think  yesterday,  indicated  that  Ronald  Reagan 
might  be  a  Vice-Presidential  candidate.  I  am  wondering  if  that  was  in  any  way 
an  offer  to  him.  Would  you  be  willing  to  accept  him  as  your  running  mate, 
and  do  you  have  any  indication  that  he  would  be  willing  to  accept  the  Vice- 
Presidential  nomination  ? 

The  President.  I  think  I  phrased  it  this  way:  I  said  it  was  premature  to  make 
any  judgment  as  to  any  Vice-Presidential  candidate.  Then  a  follow-up  question 
came,  I  believe  from  Lou  or  David  ^ — I  can't  recall  precisely  how  the  question 
was  asked — but  I  said  it  was  not  inconceivable  that  Ronald  Reagan  could  be  a 
Vice-Presidential  running  mate.  It  was  a  straightforward  answer  to  a  very 
direct  question. 

Q.  Well,  let  me  ask  it  more  directly  then.  [Laughter]  He  has  said,  as  I  recall, 
that  he  did  not  want  and  would  not  accept  the  Vice-Presidential  nomination. 
Do  you  have  any  reason  to  think  that  he  might  be  willing  to  change  his  mind  ? 

The  President.  I  have  no  reason  to  go  beyond  his  own  words. 

MRS.   FORD 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  what  do  you  think  of  your  wife's  candid  remarks  in 
terms  of  your  election  ?  And  do  you  think  that  she  has  helped  or  hurt  you  ?  Are 
you  going  to  muzzle  her  or  tell  her  to  keep  on  talking?  [Laughter] 


^Lou  Cannon  and  David  S.  Broder  of  the  Washington  Post  interviewed  the  President  on  board  Air 
Force  One  returning  from  Vail,  Colo.,  on  December  30.  An  account  of  the  interview  appears  in  the 
Washington  Post  of  December  31,  1975. 
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The  President.  I  think  she  has  been  doing  very  well,  Helen. 

Q.  She  has  been  doing  well  for  you  ? 

The  President.  I  think  so.  I  think  she  has  done  an  extremely  good  job  as 
First  Lady,  and  her  popularity,  of  course,  is  reflected  in  the  polls.  And  the  selec- 
tion of  her  by  Time  magazine  as  one  of  the  10  [12]  outstanding  women  in 
1975 — I  am  very  proud  of  it.  And  I  think  she  will  be  helpful.  I  think  she  has 
been  over  the  years  as  well  as  in  1975. 

DEMOCRATIC  PRESIDENTIAL   NOMINEE 

[  16.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  assuming  that  you  get  your  party's  nomination,  which 
Democrat  would  you  rather  run  against  and  which  one  do  you  think  you  will 
run  against? 

The  President.  Let  me  answer  the  last  one  first.  I  have  said  for  a  good 
many  months  I  thought  the  Democrats  would  end  up  nominating  Hubert 
Humphrey.  And  that  prediction  of  better  than  a  year  ago  looks  better  and 
better  in  December  of  1975.  I  don't  really  have  any  choice  as  to  the  Democratic 
nominee.  That  is  a  little  out  of  my  prerogative,  so  I  will  let  them  make  that 
decision. 

Q.  I  know  it  is  out  of  your  prerogative  or  choosing,  but  if  you  could,  who 
would  you  prefer  to  run  against  ?  [Laughter] 

The  President.  I  really  haven't  given  it  any  thought — [laughter] — because  I 
guess  when  you  come  right  down  to  it,  regardless  of  the  nominee,  I  think  I 
can  win. 

TWO-PARTY  SYSTEM 

[17.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  have  said  on  several  occasions,  and  you  said  again 
this  morning,  that  the  preservation  of  the  two-party  system  is  so  important  and 
that  you  have  advised  men  like  Senator  Mathias  and,  by  indirection.  Governor 
Wallace  to  work  for  their  goals  through  their  party  conventions,  rather  than 
setting  up  a  third  or  fourth  party  candidacy.  What  can  your  party  as  well  as  the 
other  party  do  to  get  back  some  of  these  voters  who  have  been  discontent  or 
have  been  dissatisfied  with  the  system  and  have  gone  the  independent  route  ? 

The  President.  First,  I  think  they  have  to  look  at  the  record  of  nations 
where  they  have  had  multiple  parties.  And  those  countries  that  have  had  that 
experience  or  have  it  now  don't  have  a  political  stability  such  as  we  have  in 
America.  I  think  they  ought  to  learn  that  a  two-party  system  is  the  best.  It  has 
worked  well  for  us  and  the  multiple-party  system  has  worked  badly  for  most 
other  countries. 
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Number  two,  I  think  we  have  to  convince  these  people  who  have  disassociated 
themselves  with  both  Democratic  and  Republican  parties  that  they  can  achieve 
far  more  success  working  within  the  two  parties.  I  have  always  found  that  it 
is  better  to  be  playing  the  game  rather  than  sitting  on  the  sidelines,  and  I  think 
that  is  what  these  people — well-intentioned,  dedicated  individuals — ^have  to 
realize.  They  can  do  more  constructively  for  their  country  if  they  are  working 
within  the  framework  of  the  two-party  system. 

And  there  is  enough  breadth  in  the  political  philosophy  of  both  major  par- 
ties, I  think,  to  permit  most  Americans  to  be  a  participant,  either  as  a  Democrat 
or  a  Republican.  And  I  know  they  can  get  more  done  and  contribute  more 
significantly. 

THE  president's  CABINET 

[18.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  mentioned,  at  the  beginning,  your  team — how 
proud  you  are  of  it.  What  if,  during  this  year,  some  members  of  your  Adminis- 
tration become  an  issue  themselves  and  make  it  more  difficult  for  you  to  get 
things  through  Congress?  How  would  you  then  assess  their  value  to  your 
Administration  ? 

The  President.  Bonnie  [Bonnie  Angelo,  Time  magazine],  I  don't  anticipate 
that.  I  think  all  of  the  Cabinet  members  have  done  an  excellent  job  in  their 
relations  with  the  Congress,  considering  particularly  the  fact  that  the  Congress 
was  controlled  by  a  better  than  2-to-l  margin  by  the  opposition  party.  It  is  a 
thought  that  never  entered  my  mind. 

Q.  But  you  don't  see  Secretary  Kissinger's  problems  on  the  Hill  as  being 
substantive  ? 

The  President.  No,  I  don't.  I  think  his  formulation  of  foreign  policy  as 
Secretary  of  State,  his  execution  on  my  behalf  of  foreign  policy  has  been  good. 
And  I  do  believe  that  the  Congress,  as  we  move  in  1976,  will  appreciate  the 
constructive  efforts.  And  I  don't  foresee  any  problem  in  that  regard  or  any  of 
the  other  Cabinet  people. 

legislative  recommendations   for   1976 

[19.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  have  repeatedly  asked  us  to  look  at  your  record 
and  asked  the  voter  to  look  at  your  record.  I  think  on  the  Hill  you  generally 
earned  a  reputation  as  a  man  who  thought  that  the  less  government  there  was 
perhaps  the  better  it  was.  You  have  a  State  of  the  Union  coming  up  in  2  or  3 
weeks.  Can  we  expect  any  new  programs  in  that  State  of  the  Union  or  do  you 
believe  we  are  at  a  time  in  history  where  a  Presidential  candidate  can  run  on 
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this  theme  that  the  less  government,  the  better  government;  v^e  are  not  going 
to  offer  new  programs,  w^e  are  going  to  offer  less  programs  ? 

The  President.  Aldo  [Aldo  B.  Beckman,  Chicago  Tribune],  I  think  it  de- 
pends on  how^  you  define  nev^  programs.  If  you  think  I  am  going  to  send  up  a 
laundry  list  of  liberal,  expensive  programs  that  v^ill  cost  the  taxpayers  more  and 
expand  the  Federal  Government,  the  ansv^er  is  categorically  no.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  you  define  a  new  program  as  a  restructuring  of  an  area  within  the  gov- 
ernment, the  consolidation,  for  example,  of  services  rendered  by  the  Federal 
Government  in  a  more  efficient,  more  effective  way,  the  probability  is  yes.  And 
let  me  give  you  an  illustration. 

In  1974  on  the  recommendation  of  the  then  administration,  the  Congress 
passed  the  Community  Development  Act  of  1974,  which  took,  as  I  recollect, 
seven  categorical  grant  programs  to  communities  throughout  the  United  States. 
And  those  seven  programs  were  combined  in  one  block  grant  program  for 
municipalities  all  over  the  country.  That  was  a  new  program  in  concept,  and 
it  has  worked  well.  It  has  gotten  greater  participation  among  citizens  in  these 
communities,  it  has  given  more  flexibility  to  the  cities  to  meet  their  problems, 
and  I  think  it,  on  a  cost-plus  basis,  has  been  a  good  investment,  far  better  than 
the  other  program. 

I  think  that  is  a  new  program,  and  there  is  a  distinct  possibility  that  in  the 
State  of  the  Union  we  will  recommend  certain  consolidations  in  areas  where 
there  have  been  so  many  categorical  programs,  so  much  overlap,  so  much  in- 
efficiency, so  much  unhappiness  by  mayors  and  Governors  with  the  problems 
that  they  have  with  this  multiplicity  of  programs. 

If  we  can  consolidate  in  three  or  four  areas — and  I  think  we  can — I  think 
the  taxpayer  will  get  a  better  return  and  the  beneficiaries  will  get  better  service. 

Press  Secretary  Nessen.  Mr.  President,  you  have  another  meeting  scheduled 
fairly  soon. 

The  President.  Can  I  be  the  good  guy  ?  [Laughter^ 

Mr.  Nessen.  And  let  it  go  on  longer  ?  You  always  do  that. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  can  I  follow  that  up  with  one  question  ?  Several  weeks  ago 
at  one  of  Budge's  [Godfrey  Sperling,  Jr.,  Christian  Science  Monitor]  break- 
fasts, Mel  Laird  said  that  he  thought  that  one  thing  you  had  to  talk  about  was 
national  health  insurance.  That  very  afternoon  Vice  President  Rockefeller  pre- 
sented his  report  to  you  from  his  various  town  meetings  around  the  country,  and 
there  is  a  paragraph  in  there  that  said  national  health  insurance — I  believe  it  said 
"mandatory" — it  was  a  very  strong  word — recommending  it.  Might  you  include 
some  discussion  of  national  health  insurance  in  your  State  of  the  Union  Address  ? 
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The  President.  I  think  we  will  try  to  improve  the  Federal  part  of  health 
care  to  the  American  people.  But  I  don't  think  I  will  go  beyond  that  at  this  time, 
Aldo. 

VIEWS  ON  THE  PRESIDENCY 

[20.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  have  any  ideas  how  you  might  fulfill  this  re- 
solve to  strengthen  the  moral  and  spiritual  values  of  the  country  ? 

The  President.  One  way  that  I  can  do  it  personally  is  by  my  own  conduct 
and  to  participate  with  spiritual  leaders  throughout  the  country,  which  I  think 
is  important,  on  a  nondenominational  basis.  I  think  we  are  moving  in  that 
direction,  and  any  inspiration  I  can  give  or  cooperation  that  I  can  contribute, 
I  certainly  will  do  all  I  can. 

ANGOLA 

[21.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  have  hinted  at  some  progress  with  the  Russians 
on  Angola.  Is  that  true?  I  mean,  do  you  have  some  undercurrents? 

The  President.  I  can  only  say  that  we  have  presented  very  forcefully  our 
view  that  what  is  being  done  there  is  contrary  to  detente.  I  think  there  is  a  better 
solution.  As  I  said  yesterday  and  I  will  repeat  today,  we  are  maximizing  our 
effort  diplomatically,  broadly  as  well  as  bilaterally. 

RONALD  REAGAN 

[22.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  could  you  say  more  about  how  decorous  the  struggle 
with  Ronald  Reagan  is  going  to  be 

The  President.  How  decorous? 

Q.  Yes,  how  poHte  ? 

The  President.  I  never  heard  that  term  used  in  politics  before.  {Laughter^ 

Q.  I  used  it  deliberately,  because  Ronald  Reagan  has  proposed  a  $90  billion 
cut  in  Federal  outlays  that  will  retire  $5  billion  of  the  national  debt  and  reduce 
our  taxes  22  percent.  He  said  now  there  are  those  who  argue  that  the  effect  of 
that,  say,  would  be  an  enormous  increase  in  property  and  State  and  local  taxes 
or  a  substantial  cut  in,  say,  the  caliber  of  schools  and  teachers'  salaries — this  sort 
of  thing.  That  seems  to  be  a  legitimate  issue  and  perhaps  a  difference  between 
Ford  and  Reagan.  Will  you  take  on  and  detail  the  possible  drawbacks  that  you 
see  in  his  proposal  to  cut  Federal  revenues  by  $90  biUion  ?  Does  that  violate  the 
rule  that  you  will  not  attack  your  opponent? 

The  President.  I  think  the  best  answer  to  that  is  the  one  I  gave  the  other  day. 
I  had  met  a  day  or  so  before  with  nine  Governors — five  Democrats  and  four 
Republicans,  as  I  recall — and  in  the  course  of  this  2-hour-plus  discussion  of  the 
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problems  of  State  government,  it  was  very  obvious  to  me  that  none  of  them, 
Democratic  or  Repubhcan,  w^ere  very  sympathetic  to  the  approach  that  you  men- 
tioned. And  after  all,  they  are  Governors  today,  and  they  realize  the  problems  if 
all  of  a  sudden  $90  billion  worth  of  extra  cost  was  thrown  upon  their  shoulders. 
And  I  respect  their  judgment.  And  I  think  their  judgment  of  9  is  a  reflection  of 
the  judgment  of  50  Governors.  And  I  think  the  American  people  will  follow 
that  line  rather  than 

Q.  But  you  will  leave  it  to  Governors  to  make  this  argument,  or  will  you 
say  that  that's  a  crackpot  scheme  ?  [Laughter] 

The  President.  As  I  said  at  the  very  outset,  I  am  going  to  campaign  affirma- 
tively, and  if  the  Governors  that  were  there  and  the  other  Governors  raise  ob- 
jection, and  I  had  some  evidence  that  they  did,  I  think  that  is  a  valid  criticism 
for  them  to  make  of  the  program. 

THE  DOMINO  THEORY 

[23.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  mentioned  Vietnam  at  the  beginning.  I  wonder 
whether  we  could  have  one  more  look  back  at  that  war.  I  am  sure  history  is 
going  to  be  asking  this  question.  I  think  it  will.  Whatever  happened  to  the 
domino  theory,  which  I  think  you  once  espoused  ?  Looking  back,  did  it  really 
ever  have  any  validity  or  does  it  continue  to  have  a  validity  ? 

The  President.  I  think  it  can  have  validity  and  the  situation  that  developed 
in  Laos,  as  you  well  know,  the  coalition  government  there  has  dissolved,  been 
overcome.  I  know  that  there  are  countries  in  Southeast  Asia  that  were  fearful 
that  it  might  be  a  reality.  We  were  able  to  reaffirm  our  presence  at  the  present 
time  as  well  as  in  the  future  in  the  Pacific  or  Southeast  Asia.  And  thus  far  we 
have  been  able  to  preclude  what  I  honestly  felt  might  have  taken  place. 

Outside  of  some  weakening  in  some  countries,  the  domino  theory  has  not 
taken  place,  and  we  are  fortunate.  I  am  glad  that  that  theory  has  been  disproven, 
but  it  took  some  strong  action  and,  I  think,  some  leadership  by  this  country 
to  handle  the  matter. 

PRESIDENTIAL  CANDIDATES 

[24.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  think  that  all  candidates  should  make  public 
their  health  records,  financial  records,  and  every  other  record  concerning  their 
personal  lives  .^ 

The  President.  Helen,  if  you  go  back  to  the  hearings  that  I  had  on  the  Vice- 
Presidential  nomination,  I  think  you  will  find  that  I  had  my  academic  records, 
my  military  records,  my  health  records,  every  record  that  I  could  imagine  was  put 
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on  the  record.  And  if  you  want  to  go  back  and  look  at  it,  kind  of  just  go  and  see. 
I  willingly  cooperated  with  the  committee.  And  I  think  it  would  be  helpful  for 
all  candidates  to  do  it  in  1976. 

I  am  healthy.  I  have  never  felt  better,  and  I  think  the  pubUc  has  a  legitimate 
interest  in  that.  Now,  Dr.  Lukash  has  some  reservations  about  that,  but  as  far 
as  I 

Q.  He  doesn't  think  that 


The  President.  Well,  he  thinks — and  I  can  understand  it— that  it  might 
establish  a  bad  precedent.  But  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  would  throw  what- 
ever records  are  out  on  the  table  today.  I  think  it  would  be  a  good  idea. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  someone  who  is  not  in  good  health  should  not  run  ? 

The  President.  Well,  that  is  for  the  American  people  to  decide,  not  me. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  plan  to  release— when  you  get  to  campaigning  next 
year,  do  you  plan  to  release  formally  your  health  records  ? 

The  President.  It  is  my  understanding  that  some  pubhcations  or  some  maga- 
zine or  newspaper,  or  AP  or  UPI,  are  asking  that  and  we  have  been  asked.  I 
think  we  should.  But  I  repeat  that  my  medical  adviser  thinks  it  is  a  bad 
precedent. 

Q.Why? 

The  President.  Well 

Q.  He  is  a  doctor.  [Laughter^ 

Q.  I  mean,  why  should  it  be  a  bad  precedent  for  the  American  people  to  know 
the  health  of  their  President  ? 

Mr.  Nessen.  Dr.  Lukash,  sir,  has  a  problem  with  the  doctor-patient  relation- 
ship, not  only  in  this  case  but  in  Mrs.  Ford's  case  and  previous  cases.  He  beUeves 
it  violates  his  medical  ethics.  But  we  are  still  working  on  the  problem.  It's  the 
Medical  World  News  which  has  requested  it. 

The  President.  I  think  we  can  solve  the  problem,  but  as  far  as — ^in  general, 
what  I  did  before  the  Senate  committee  is  the  best  indication  of  how  I  personally 
feel. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  think  other  candidates  should  release  financial  rec- 
ords as  full  as  those  you  released  before  the  committee  ?  And  do  you  plan  to 
update  the  ones  you  released  then  ? 

The  President.  Well,  my  financial  records  again  are  on  the  record  up  through, 
let's  see,  1973,  and  I  hadn't  thought  about  it,  but  there  hasn't  been  any  signifi- 
cant change.  And  I  would  see  no  reason  why  I  shouldn't,  and  I  think  it  would 
likewise  be  constructive  for  other  candidates. 
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VIEWS  ON  THE  PRESIDENCY 

[25.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  looking  back  on  1975,  what  has  been  your  greatest 
disappointment  this  year,  and  what  would  you  do  differently  ? 

The  President.  I  think  the  greatest  disappointment  was  that  I  couldn't  sit 
in  this  office  and  turn  a  switch  and  instantaneously  stop  the  rate  of  inflation, 
stop  the  unemployment  increases.  It  is  frustrating  to  find  that  our  society, 
our  industrial  society  and  society  as  a  whole,  is  so  complex  that  you  can't  just  turn 
a  switch  and  everything  turns  from  darkness  to  sunshine. 

I  think  any  President — and  the  ones  that  I  have  known  during  my  lifetime, 
I  suspect,  found  that  probably  the  greatest  disappointment.  I  am  sure  Mr.  Roose- 
velt, who  struggled  from  1933  until  World  War  II,  worked  day  and  night  trying 
to  find  an  answer  to  the  Depression.  I  am  sure  that  he  sat  in  this  very  office  and 
wished  he  could  turn  a  switch  and  get  the  14-  to  15'-percent  unemployment 
changed.  But  it  just  doesn't  happen  that  way.  And  that  is  a  hard  lesson  I  think 
any  President  runs  into.  It  is  a  disappointment,  because  you  know  there  is  hard- 
ship, you  know  there  is  disappointment  throughout  the  country.  From  a  per- 
sonal point  of  view,  that  was  the  most  disappointing  thing. 

Well,  any  more  questions  ? 

1976  PRESIDENTIAL  CAMPAIGN 

[26.]  Q.  May  I  ask  one  final  question  ?  It  goes  back  to  the  matter  of  running. 
You  say  that  those  that  think  Gerald  Ford  may  drop  out  of  the  race  before  the 
very  end  or  should  you  be  defeated  simply  don't  know  you.  But  in  all  your 
political  life,  25  years  or  so,  you  have  never  sought  the  Presidency.  The  question 
goes  to  whether  or  not  you  have,  since  you  have  come  into  office,  developed  the 
all-consuming  desire  and  drive  it  will  take  to  win  election.  Do  you  feel  that  you 
have  that  now  and  the  determination  to  do  it  ? 

The  President.  No  question  in  my  mind.  I  have  a  vision  of  what  I  want 
America  to  be.  I  think  it  is  a  good  vision  for  215  million  Americans — I  have 
said  it  in  one  way  or  another  in  response  to  other  questions  here.  At  peace  with 
ourselves,  peace  throughout  the  world,  better  economic  conditions,  the  strength- 
ening of  individual  freedom  in  this  country,  the  protection  of  our  environment 
as  we  try  to  move  forward  as  a  nation  economically,  control  of  the  very  difficult 
problem  of  crime— these  are  the  things  that  I  want  done.  I  happen  to  believe 
that  they  are  good  for  America.  I  strongly  feel  that  I  am  qualified  to  implement 
and  to  achieve  those  goals,  that  vision. 

So,  I  do  have  the  drive,  and  I  have  said  repeatedly — and  I  will  say  it  once 
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more — I  get  up  every  morning  and  can't  wait  to  get  to  this  office  to  get  to  the 
problems.  And  I  never  go  home  at  night  f  eeUng  v^e  haven't  made  some  progress, 
not  as  much,  but  I  look  forv^ard  to  the  next  day,  because  I  think  v^e  will  make 
more  progress  in  the  achievement  of  these  goals  and  this  vision. 

May  I  just  say  one  thing  in  conclusion.  This  is  the  second  of  these  kind  of 
informal,  somewhat  restricted  get-togethers.  I  know  that  some  in  the  press  have 
felt  that  everybody  should  be  here.  As  we  move  ahead,  if  you  all  like  this  ap- 
proach, what  I  would  like  to  do  is  to  next  week  or  next  month,  whenever  the 
time  comes,  to  have  a  different  group,  so  that  everybody  feels  they  get  included 
and  that  no  one  feels  they  get  excluded.  So,  I  say  to  those  who  are  not  here,  we 
will  try  to  get  them  in  the  next  time  around. 

Have  a  good  year. 

Miss  Thomas.  Thank  you,  and  Happy  New  Year  to  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1 1 :30  a.m.  in  the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House. 
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New  Year's  Day  Message. 
December  31,  1973 

THE  YEARS  that  are  special  in  the  lives  of  nations  and  individuals  are  those  in 
which  imagination  produces  action — action  that  offers  hope,  opportunity,  a 
fresh  start,  and  a  vehicle  for  our  optimism. 

One  of  our  great  national  characteristics  is  optimism.  I  can't  even  remember 
facing  a  new  year  with  anything  less  than  anticipation— and  a  few  of  those 
new  years  were  difficult  ones. 

Some  of  us  can  remember  new  years  in  the  great  depression  when  the  road 
to  prosperity  seemed  closed — we  can  remember  other  new  years  spent  in  the 
midst  of  a  world  war  that  threatened  our  very  survival. 

But  I  can  also  remember  new  years  in  the  late  1940's  and  throughout  the 
1950's  when  the  future  sizzled  with  promise  and  we  led  the  world  back  to 
stability  and  greater  achievement  than  it  had  ever  known  before.  The  road  to 
prosperity  was  not  closed — we  had  just  been  on  a  detour — our  resolve,  our 
determination  and  our  ability  had  been  tested — and  we  were  not  found  wanting. 

The  new  year  we  are  now  entering  embodies  the  200th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  this  great  Republic.  We  look  back  with  pride,  but  all  of  our  national 
experience  should  prove  to  us  that  we  must  also  look  forward  with  eagerness 
to  the  unfolding  years  ahead. 
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We  are  Americans!  We  move  into  the  future  with  the  strength  and  confidence 
of  200  years  of  a  proud  heritage.  Liberty  is  the  most  precious  possession  of  our 
past  and  it  is  still  our  greatest  promise  for  the  future.  The  freedoms  we  have 
today  must  be  preserved  and  Extended. 

I  ask  you  to  join  me  in  a  1976  New  Year's  resolution  to  cherish  and  protect 
what  we  have  achieved  in  America— and,  with  God's  help,  to  build  upon  it  in 
the  years  ahead. 

A  very  Happy  New  Year  to  each  of  you. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
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Remarks  on  the  Eve  of  the  Bicentennial  Year. 
December  31,  1975 

Good  evening. 

We  stand  tonight  at  a  very  important  threshold.  Within  the  next  few  hours, 
we  will  usher  in  not  only  a  new  year,  not  only  the  final  quarter  of  the  20th 
century,  but  a  fresh  new  chapter  in  American  history — our  third  century  as  a 
nation. 

Behind  us  Ue  200  years  of  toil  and  struggle,  200  years  of  accomplishment  and 
triumph.  We  remain,  in  Lincoln's  words,  "the  last,  best  hope  of  earth."  But  what 
lies  ahead?  Shall  we  let  the  coming  year  slip  into  the  record  books  virtually 
unnoticed  and  undistinguished  except  for  the  fanfare  of  a  gigantic  birthday 
party  ?  Or  shall  we  make  1976  the  beginning  of  a  very  special  time,  a  time  that 
sparks  a  renaissance  of  the  American  spirit,  a  time  of  rededication  to  liberty 
and  justice  for  all  Americans,  a  time  that  revives  and  strengthens  the  universal 
human  yearning  for  freedom  all  over  the  world. 

This  is  the  very  central  question  that  we  face  tonight.  Let's  each  of  us,  in  the 
days  ahead,  consider  what  answer  we  shall  give  in  our  own  personal  lives.  Re- 
membering the  heritage  of  200  years,  let  us  ask  what  we  must  do  to  earn  an 
honored  place  in  the  memories  of  the  generations  to  come. 

Then,  let  us  resolve  that  1976  shall  be  the  year  that  Americans  reunite  in  the 
age-old  commitment  to  liberty  for  ourselves  and  for  the  peoples  all  over  the 
world. 

Thank  you,  and  may  God  bless  you  with  a  Happy  New  Year. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:41  p.m.  in  the  Oval  On  the  same  day,  the  President  signed  Proclama- 

OflSce  at  the  White  House.  His  remarks  were  re-       tion  4411,  proclaiming  1976  the  Bicentennial  Year, 
corded  for  later  use  on  radio  and  television. 
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rector of  the  OflSce  of  Management  and 
Budget 8 

3  Appointment:  James  E.  Connor  as  Sec- 
retary to  the  Cabinet 8 

3  Nomination:  Arthur  W.  Hummel,  Jr., 
to  be  United  States  Ambassador  to 
Ethiopia    8 

3  Nomination:  Mark  "Evans"  Austad  to 
be  United  States  Ambassador  to  Fin- 
land    9 

3  Nomination:  Holsey  G.  Handyside  to 
be  United  States  Ambassador  to  Mauri- 
tania      9 

3  Appointment:  Norris  Cotton  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  National  Cancer  Advisory 
Board 10 

3  Advance  text:  remarks  upon  signing 
the  Trade  Act  of  1974 

3  Nomination:  Harry  W.  Shlaudeman  to 
be  United  States  Ambassador  to  Vene- 
zuela            12 

5  Appointment:  seven  members  of  the 
Commission  on  CIA  Activities  Within 
the  United  States;  and  designation  of 
Chairman   25 

7  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  annual 
honors  luncheon  of  the  National  Col- 
legiate Athletic  Association 

8  Nomination:  Betty  Southard  Murphy 
to  be  a  member  of  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Board;  and  designation  as 
Chairman   28 

8  Nomination:  Nathaniel  Davis  to  be 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Afri- 
can  Affairs 28 

8  Nomination:  John  E.  Reinhardt  to  be 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Pub- 
lic Affairs 28 
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1975    
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Management  Committee's  recommenda- 
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White  House  Press  Secretary 34 

10  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  Labor- 
Management  Committee's  recommenda- 
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and  national  energy  policy — by  John  T. 
Dunlop,  neutral  coordinator,  Presi- 
dent's Labor-Management  Conunittee 

10  Nomination:  Wells  Stabler  to  be  United 

States  Ambassador  to  Spain 36 

13  Advance  text:  address  to  the  Nation  on 
energy  and  economic  programs 

14  Nomination:  Edward  H.  Levi  to  be  At- 
torney General 44 
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to  be  Secretary  of  Transportation 45 

14  Statement:  for  the  anniversary  of  the 
birth  of  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  (as 
recorded  for  broadcast) 

14  News  briefing:  on  the  Republican  Con- 
gressional leadership  meeting  with  the 
President  to  discuss  the  State  of  the 
Union  Address — by  Senator  Hugh  Scott 
and  Representatives  John  J.  Rhodes  and 
Herman  Schneebeli 
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15  Advance  text:  address  before  a  joint 
session  of  the  Congress  reporting  on  the 
State  of  the  Union 

15  Fact  sheet:  State  of  the  Union  Address .  . 

15  News  briefing:  on  the  State  of  the 
Union  Address — by  L.  William  Seid- 
man,  Assistant  to  the  President  for 
Economic  Affairs,  and  Frank  G.  Zarb, 
Administrator,  Federal  Energy  Admin- 
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16  Designation:  David  W.  Belin  as  Execu- 
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17  Reappointment:  four  members  of  the 
National  Advisory  Council  on  Supple- 
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18  Announcement:    emergency    assistance 

for  Alabama 63 

18  Announcement:    emergency    assistance 

for  Mississippi 64 

18  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  dinner  hon- 
oring labor  leader  Robert  A.  Georgine 

20  Appointment:  25  members  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution  Bicentennial  Advisory 
Council    65 

21  Statement:  on  the  energy  program  (in- 
cluded in  the  President's  news  confer- 
ence of  January  21) 

22  Nomination:  Philip  H.  Modlin  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Parole 72 

22  Nomination:  Jerry  N.  Jenson  to  be  Dep- 
uty Administrator  of  the  Drug  Enforce- 
ment  Administration 72 

22  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  dinner  meet- 
ing of  the  Conference  Board 

23  Advance  text:  remarks  announcing  es- 
tablishment of  oil  import  fees 

23  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  Northeastern  State  Governors 
to  discuss  energy  problems — by  Frank 
G.  Zarb,  Administrator,  and  Robert  E. 
Montgomery,  Jr.,  General  Counsel,  Fed- 
eral Energy  Administration,  and  Alan 
Greenspan,  Chairman,  Council  of  Eco- 
nomic  Advisers 
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24  Nomination:  John  F.  Lehman  to  Dep- 
uty Director  of  the  United  States  Arms 
Control  and  Disarmament  Agency.  ...         93 

24  Nomination:  Stanley  S.  Brotman  to  be 
a  United  States  District  Judge  for  the 
District  of  New  Jersey 

24  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  briefing  for 
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28  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  annual 
Congressional  breakfast  of  the  National 
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28  Nomination:  Robert  J.  McCloskey  to  be 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Con- 
gressional Affairs 108 

28  Nomination:  Otto  G.  Stolz  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and 
General  Manager  of  the  New  Com- 
munity Development   Corporation....       109 

29  Appointment:  S.  Ladd  Davies  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  National  Commission  on 
Water   Quality. Ill 

29  Announcement:  President's  endorse- 
ment of  repeal  of  Federal  legislation 
enabling  States  to  enact  fair  trade  laws . 

30  Appointment:  Curtis  M.  Hutchins  as 
a  United  States  member  of  the  Roose- 
velt Campobello  International  Park 
Commission    118 

30  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Mississippi     119 

31  Nomination:  Peter  H.  Dominick  to  be 
United  States  Ambassador  to  Switzer- 
land            122 

31  Appointment:  six  members  of  the 
President's  Biomedical  Research  Panel; 
and  designation  of  Chairman 123 
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1  Announcement:  submission  of  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  to 
the  United  States  Air  Force  Academy.  .       125 

3  Advance  text:  remarks  upon  signing  the 

budget  message  (2  releases) 

3  Advance  text:  remarks  upon  signing  the 
Economic  Report  for  1975 
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3  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  White 
House  Conference  on  Domestic  and 
Economic  Affairs  in  Atlanta,  Ga 

3  News  briefing:  on  their  meeting  with 
the  President  to  discuss  State  and  Fed- 
eral problems — by  Governors  Reubin 
Askew  of  Florida,  William  L.  Waller  of 
Mississippi,  James  E.  Holshouser,  Jr.,  of 
North  Carolina,  and  George  C.  Wallace 
of  Alabama,  and  Press  Secretary  Ron 
Nessen 
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13  Nomination:  Carla  A.  Hills  to  be  Sec- 
retary of  Housing  and  Urban  Develop- 
ment    

13  Advance  text:  remarks  to  the  New  York 
Society  of  Security  Analysts  in  New 
York,    N.Y 

13  Statement:  appointments  to  the  Domes- 
tic Council  (included  in  remarks  at  a 
dinner  honoring  Vice  President  Rocke- 
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4  News  briefing:  on  the  Economic  Report 
for  1975 — by  Alan  Greenspan,  Chair- 
man, and  William  J.  Fellner  and  Gary 
L.  Seevers,  members.  Council  of  Eco- 
nomic Advisers 
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lanta,  Ga 
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retary of  Labor 


165 


165 


167 


8  Appointment:  26  members  and  3  ex 
o£Bcio  members  of  the  1975  Annual  As- 
say Commission 167 

10  Advance  text:  address  before  the  Hous- 
ton Chamber  of  Commerce  Conference 
on  Energy  and  the  Economy  in  Hous- 
ton, Tex 

10  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  Southwestern  State  Governors 
in  Houston — ^by  Governors  Raul  Castro 
of  Arizona,  David  Pryor  of  Arkansas, 
Jerry  Apodaca  of  New  Mexico,  and 
Dolph  Briscoe  of  Texas,  and  Press  Sec- 
retary Ron  Nessen 

11  Advance  text:  address  before  a  joint  ses- 
sion  of   the   Kansas   State   Legislature 

in    Topeka 

12  Nomination:  William  G.  Bowdler  to  be 
United  States  Ambassador  to  the  Re- 
public of  South  Africa 180 


13  Statement:  on  the  designation  of  Vice 
President  Rockefeller  as  Vice  Chair- 
man of  the  Domestic  Council — ^by 
the  White  House  Press  Secretary 

13  Appointment:  James  M.  Cannon  as  As- 
sistant to  the  President  for  Domestic 
Affairs;  and  designation  as  Executive 
Director  of  the  Domestic  Council 192 

13  Appointment:  Richard  L.  Dunham  as 
Deputy  Director  of  the  Domestic 
Council   193 

14  Appointment:  Margita  E.  White  as  As- 
sistant Press  Secretary  to  the  President.  .       194 

14  Nomination:  five  members  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Legal  Services  Cor- 
poration; and  designation  of  Chairman.        194 

14  Appointment:  Stephen  S.  Gardner  as  a 
member  of  the  President's  Commission 
on  Personnel  Interchange 195 

14  Appointment:  nine  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Advisory  Committee  on  Oceans 
and  Atmosphere;  and  designation  of 
Chairman  and  Vice  Chairman 195 

15  Nomination:  Victor  V.  Veysey  to  be 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Army  for  Civil 
Works 197 

15  Announcement:   disaster   assistance  for 

Texas    197 

17  Advance  text:  remarks  at  an  unveiling 
ceremony  at  the  George  Washington 
Masonic  National  Memorial  in  Alexan- 
dria, Va 

17  News  briefing:  on  his  meeting  with  the 
President  to  discuss  State  problems — 
by  Gov.  James  Longley  of  Maine 
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18  Nomination:  Wilmer  D.  Mizell  to  be  an 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Commerce  for  Ec- 
onomic  Development 198 

18  Nomination:  Arthur  Z.  Gardiner,  Jr.,  to 
be  an  Assistant  Administrator  for  the 
East  Asia  Bureau  of  the  Agency  for 
International  Development 199 

18  Appointment:  five  members  of  the  Ad- 
visory Commission  on  Intergovern- 
mental Relations 200 

20  Nomination:  Donald  G.  Brotzman  to  be 
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Manpower  and  Reserve  Affairs 202 

20  Appointment:  Willie  L.  Leftwich  as  a 
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mission           202 
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ignation of  Chairman 203 
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21  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  conven- 
tion of  the  Reserve  Officers  Association 
of  the  United  States 

25  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  National 

Bicentennial  Conference 

25  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  White 
House  Conference  on  Domestic  and 
Economic  Affairs  in  Hollywood,  Fla 

25  News  briefing:  on  their  meeting  with 
the  President  in  Hollywood  to  discuss 
problems  of  the  cities — by  Mayors 
Carlos  Romero  Barcello  of  San  Juan, 
P.R.,  Moon  Landrieu  of  New  Orleans, 
La.,  John  Ford  of  Tuskegce,  Ala.,  and 
David  Keating  of  Hollywood,  Fla.,  and 
Press  Secretary  Ron  Nesscn 

27  Statement:  discriminatory  practices  in 
the  international  banking  community 
(included  in  the  President's  news  con- 
ference of  February  26) 
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27  Nomination:  Frederick  B.  Dent  to  be 
Special  Representative  for  Trade  Negoti- 
ations with  the  rank  of  Ambassador .  .  .       224 

27  Nomination:  17  members  of  the  Advi- 
sory Council  on  Women's  Educational 
Programs    225 

27  Statement:  visit  of  the  Emperor  and 
Empress  of  Japan  to  the  United  States — 
by  the  White  House  Press  Secretary 
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uty Assistant  to  the  President  for  Legis- 
lative Affairs  (House  of  Representa- 
tives)         227 

28  Appointment:  William  T.  Kendall  as 
Deputy  Assistant  to  the  President  for 
Legislative  Affairs  (Senate) 227 

28  Advance  text:   remarks  at  the  Young 

Republican  Leadership  Conference 

March 
1  Nomination:  Thomas  Curtis  and  Neil 
Stacbler  to  be  members  of  the  Federal 
Election    Commission 235 

3  Nomination:  Eugene  V.  McAuliffe  to 
be  United  States  Ambassador  to 
Hungary   235 

3  News  briefing:  on  the  Republican  Con- 
gressional leadership  meeting  with  the 
President  to  discuss  energy  and  eco- 
nomic programs — by  Senator  Hugh 
Scott  and  Representative  John  J. 
Rhodes    

4  Nomination:  Robert  W.  Fri  to  be  Dep- 
uty Administrator  of  the  Energy  Re- 
search and  Development  Administra- 
tion          236 

4  Nomination:  James  L.  Liverman  to  be 
Assistant  Administrator  for  Environ- 
ment and  Safety,  Energy  Research  and 
Development  Administration 237 

4  Nomination:  John  M.  Teem  to  be  Assist- 
ant Administrator  for  Solar,  Geother- 
mal  and  Advanced  Energy  Systems,  En- 
ergy Research  and  Development  Ad- 
ministration         237 
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4  Nomination:  Richard  C.  Atkinson  to  be 
Deputy  Director  of  the  National  Science 
Foundation   237 

4  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  veto  of 
an  oil  import  fees  bill  and  the  signing 
of  a  proclamation  relating  to  oil  import 
fees — by  Frank  G.  Zarb,  Administra- 
tor, I'edcral  Energy  Administration 

5  Nomination:  Maj.  Gen.  Harold  R.  Par- 

fitt  to  be  Governor  of  the  Canal  Zone   .       241 

5  Nomination:   Donald   B.  Easum   to  be 

United  States  Ambassador  to  Nigeria.  .        242 

5  Statement:  the  President's  decisions 
reached  following  his  meeting  with  eco- 
nomic and  energy  advisers  to  discuss  the 
unemployment  situation — by  the  White 
House  Press  Secretary 242 

6  Statement:  United  States  military  and 
humanitarian  assistance  to  Cambodia 
and  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  (included 
in  the  President's  news  conference  of 
March   6) 

7  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  swearing 
in  of  William  T.  Coleman,  Jr.,  as  Sec- 
retary of  Transportation 

7  Statement:  unemployment  figures  for 
Ixbruary — by  the  White  House  Press 
Secretary    

7  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  dinner 
meeting  of  the  Republican  National 
Ecadcrshij)    Conference 

8  Nomination:  Laurence  W.  Lane,  Jr.,  for 
the  rank  of  Ambassador  following  his 
appointment  as  Commissioner  General 

of  the  International  Ocean  Exposition.        258 

8  Statement:  on  Mrs.  Ford's  health — by 
Rear  Adm.  William  M.  Lukash,  USN, 
Physician  to  the  President 

10  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  swearing 
in  of  Carla  A.  Hills  as  Secretary  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development 

11  Nomination:  William  C.  Harrop  to  be 
United  States  Ambassador  to  Guinea.  .       259 

12  Nomination:  Harold  R.  Tyler,  Jr.,  to  be 
Deputy  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States    260 
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13  Appointment:    Paul    A.    Miltich    as    a 

member  of  the  Postal  Rate  Commission         261 

13  Nomination:  Albert  B.  Fletcher  to  be  a 
Judge  of  the  United  States  Court  of  Mil- 
itary Appeals;  and  designation  as  Chief 
Judge     261 

14  Advance  text:  remarks  to  participants  in 
the  Government  Affairs  Conference  of 

the  National  Newspaper  Association 

14  Announcement:   disaster   assistance   for 

Alabama     264 

14  Announcement:     emergency    assistance 

for    Georgia 265 

17  Advance  text:  address  at  the  University 
of  Notre  Dame  convocation  in  South 
Bend,    Ind 

17  News  briefing:  on  their  meeting  with 
the  President  in  South  Bend — by  Gov- 
ernors Mills  E.  Godwin  of  Virginia, 
Otis  R.  Bowen  of  Indiana,  and  William 
G.  Milliken  of  Michigan,  Press  Secre- 
tary Ron  Nessen,  and  James  H.  Falk, 
Associate  Director  for  Inter-Govern- 
mental Relations,  Domestic  Council 

18  Nomination:  William  T.  Bagley  to  be  a 
Commissioner  of  the  Commodity  Fu- 
tures Trading  Commission;  and  desig- 
nation as  Chairman 279 

18  Nomination:  Gary  L.  Seevcrs  to  be  a 
Commissioner  of  the  Commodity  Fu- 
tures  Trading   Commission 279 

18  Nomination:  John  V.  Rainbolt  II  to  be 
a  Commissioner  of  the  Commodity  Fu- 
tures Trading   Commission 280 

18  Nomination:  Read  P.  Dunn,  Jr.,  to  be  a 
Commissioner  of  the  Commodity  Fu- 
tures Trading  Commission 280 

18  Nomination:  eight  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Corporation 
for  Public  Broadcasting 280 

18  News  briefing:  on  the  Republican  Con- 
gressional leadership  meeting  with  the 
President  to  discuss  tax  legislation.  Fed- 
eral spending,  housing,  and  Cam- 
bodia— by  Senators  Hugh  Scott  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Robert  P.  Griffin  of 
Michigan  and  Representatives  Elford  A. 
Cederberg  of  Michigan  and  Robert  H. 
Michel   of  Illinois 
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19  Appointment:  21  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Advisory  Committee  for  Juvenile 
Justice  and  Delinquency  Prevention; 
and  designation  of  Chairman 285 

19  Appointment:  13  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Highway  Safety  Advisory  Com- 
mittee           285 

19  Appointment:  William  A.  Hewitt  and 
Robert  Nisbet  as  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Council  on  the  Humanities. . . .       286 

19  Fact  sheet:  proposed  legislation  for  re- 
form of  Hnancial  institutions  regula- 
tions     

19  News  briefing:  on  proposed  legislation 
for  reform  of  financial  institutions  reg- 
ulations— by  William  E.  Simon,  Secre- 
tary, and  Stephen  S.  Gardner,  Deputy 
Secretary,  Department  of  the  Treasury . 

19  Announcement:    emergency    assistance 

for  Kentucky 291 

20  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  luncheon 
for  participants  in  the  Travel  Program 

for  Foreign  Diplomats 

21  Appointment:  seven  members  of  the 
National  Advisory  Council  on  Vo- 
cational Education;  and  designation  of 
Chairman   295 

21  Appointment:  Jack  F.  Bennett  and 
Robert  R.  Elliot  to  be  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Federal  Na- 
tional Mortgage  Association 295 

22  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Tennessee  301 

24  News  briefing:  on  the  bipartisan  Con- 
gressional leadership  meeting  with  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  State  Kis- 
singer to  discuss  the  situation  in  the 
Middle  East — by  Speaker  of  the  House 
Carl  Albert,  Senators  Mike  Mansfield 
and  Hugh  Scott,  and  Representative 
John  J.  Rhodes 

25  Statement:  the  President's  designation 
of  Vice  President  Rockefeller  as  his  Per- 
sonal Representative  to  convey  con- 
dolences to  King  Khalid  on  the  death 
of  King  Faisal  of  Saudi  Arabia — by  the 
White  House  Press  Secretary 305 

25  Biographical  data:  Douglas  P.  Bennett, 
Special  Assistant  for  Legislative  Affairs . 


March                                                                  Pagt 
25  Biographical  data:  Charles  Leppert,  Spe- 
cial Assistant  for  Legislative  Affairs 

27  Statement:  announcing  the  President's 
intention  to  nominate  Rogers  C.  B. 
Morton  to  be  Secretary  of  Commerce — 
by  the  White  House  Press  Secretary. . .       308 

27  Nomination:  Rogers  C.  B.  Morton  to  be 
Secretary  of  Commerce 308 

28  Nomination:  Charles  S.  Whitehouse  to 
be  United  States  Ambassador  to  Thai- 
land         313 

29  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Georgia     317 

29  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 

Kentucky    317 

29  Nomination:  John  Delienback  to  be  As- 
sistant Director  of  ACTION  for  Admin- 
istration and  Finance 318 

29  Nomination:  Ronald  E.  Gerevas  to  be 
Associate  Director  of  ACTION  for  In- 
ternational Operations 318 

29  Nomination:  Willard  H.  Meinecke  to  be 
Associate  Director  of  ACTION  for 
Domestic  and  Anti-Poverty  Operations.       318 

29  Advance  text:  address  to  the  Nation 
upon  signing  the  Tax  Reduction  Act  of 

1975    

30  Fact  sheet:  naval  petroleum  reserves 

30  News  briefing:  on  Naval  Petroleum  Re- 
serve No.  1  at  Elk  Hills,  Calif.— by 
Jack  L.  Bowers,  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  for  Installations  and  Logistics . 


April 

1  Appointment:    Roderick    M. 
Counsel  to  the  President. . . . 


Hills 


323 


1  Nomination:  John  A.  Hill  to  be  Deputy 
Administrator  of  the  Federal  Energy 
Administration  323 

1  Nomination:  Gorman  C.  Smith  to  be 
Assistant  Administrator  of  the  Federal 
Energy  Administration  for  Regulatory 
Programs    323 


1  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Arkansas 


323 
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April 

1  Announcement: 
Texas    


disaster  assistance  for 


Page 


324 


2  Nomination:  Charles  A.  Mann  to  be 
Assistant  Administrator  for  Program 
and  Management  Services,  Agency  for 
International  Development 325 

2  Nomination:  Curtis  Farrar  to  be  Assist- 
ant Administrator  for  Technical  Assist- 
ance, Agency  for  International  Devel- 
opment         325 

2  Appointment:  33  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Commission  on  the  Observance  of 
International  Women's  Year,  1975;  and 
designation  of  Chairman 326 

2  Nomination:  George  Meany  and  Fred- 
eric G.  Donner  to  be  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Communica- 
tions Satellite  Corporation 327 

3  Statement:  United  States  humanitarian 
assistance  to  the  Republic  of  Vietnam 
(included  in  the  President's  news  con- 
ference of  April  3) 

3  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  White 
House  Conference  on  Domestic  and 
Economic  Affairs  in  San  Diego,  Calif 

4  Appointment:  James  A.  Wilderotter  as 
Associate  Counsel  to  the  President 339 

4  Announcement:    emergency    assistance 

for  Mississippi 339 

4  Nomination:  Stanley  K.  Hathaway  to 

be  Secretary  of  the  Interior 340 

4  Advance  text:  address  before  the  annual 
dinner  meeting  of  the  Bay  Area  Council 
in  San  Francisco,  Calif 

4  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  Western  State  Governors  in 
San  Francisco — by  Governors  Mike 
O'Callaghan  of  Nevada,  Calvin  L. 
Rampton  of  Utah,  and  Daniel  J.  Evans 
of  Washington,  and  Press  Secretary  Ron 
Nesscn    

5  Appointment:  Henry  P.  Smith  III  as  a 
United  States  Commissioner  on  the  In- 
ternational Joint  Commission,  United 
States  and  Canada 344 

5  Nomination:  Harold  L.  Hodgkinson  to 
be  Director  of  the  National  Institute  of 
Education  345 


April  Page 

5  Announcement:  designation  of  United 
States  delegation  to  the  funeral  of 
Chiang  Kai-shek 346 

5  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  Gen.  Frederick  C.  Weyand, 
Army  Chief  of  Staff,  and  Secretary  of 
State  Henry  A.  Kissinger  to  discuss  the 
situation  in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam — 
by  Secretary  Kissinger 

7  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  annual 
convention  of  the  National  Association 

of  Broadcasters  in  Las  Vegas,  Nev 

8  Designation:  Capt.  Leland  S.  Kollmor- 
gen,  USN,  as  Military  Assistant  to  the 
President  349 

8  Announcement:  transfer  of  additional 
lands  for  park,  recreation,  and  wildlife 
use  under  the  Legacy  of  Parks  program .       350 

8  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  reception 
for  members  of  the  National  Alliance 

of   Businessmen 

9  Nomination:  Alfred  D.  Starbird  to  be 

an  Assistant  Administrator  for  National  ^ 
Security,  Energy  Research  and  Develop- 
ment   Administration 353 

9  Nomination:  James  G.  Watt  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Federal  Power  Com- 
mission           353 

10  Nomination:  D.  C.  Burnham  to  be  a 
Governor  of  the  United  States  Postal 
Service     356 

10  Nomination:  Philip  C.  White  to  be  an 
Assistant  Administrator  for  Fossil  En- 
ergy, Energy  Research  and  Develop- 
ment   Administration 357 

10  Announcement:    extension   of   disaster 

assistance  for  Tennessee 358 

10  Advance  text:  address  before  a  joint  ses- 
sion of  the  Congress  reporting  on 
United  States  foreign  policy 

11  Nomination:  John  L.  Loughran  to  be 
United  States  Ambassador  to  the  Somali 
Democratic  Republic 371 

11  Nomination:  John  L.  Petersen  to  be 
Administrator  of  the  National  Fire  Pre- 
vention and  Control  Administration. . .       371 
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11  Nomination;  David  A.  Lucht  to  be  Dep- 
uty Administrator  of  the  National  Fire 
Prevention    and    Control    Administra- 
tion         371 


12  Statement:  United  States  military  and 
humanitarian  assistance  to  Cambodia — 
by  the  White  House  Press  Secretary . . . 


12  Announcement: 
for  Louisiana. . 


emergency    assistance 


373 


377 


14  Appointment:  Katharine  Hepburn  and 
Alan  Alda  as  members  of  the  National 
Commission  on  the  Observance  of  In- 
ternational Women's  Year,  1975 377 

14  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  reception 
for  members  of  the  National  Commis- 
sion on  the  Observance  of  International 
Women's  Year,   1975 

15  Advance  text:  address  at  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American   Revolution 

15  Nomination:  William  N.  Walker  to  be 
Deputy  Special  Representative  for  Trade 
Negotiations  (Geneva) 383 

15  Nomination:  Clayton  Yeutter  to  be  Dep- 
uty Special  Representative  for  Trade  Ne- 
gotiations   (Domestic) 383 

15  Appointment:  William  I.  Greener,  Jr., 
as  Deputy  Press  Secretary  to  the  Pres- 
ident          384 

15  Nomination:  Rex  E.  Lee  to  be  an  Assist- 
ant Attorney  General  (Civil  Division)  .  .       384 


15  Nomination:  Lawrence  S.  Eagleburger 
to  be  Deputy  Under  Secretary  of  State .  . 


384 


15  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  annual 
Republican  Party  Senate-House  fund- 
raising    dinner 

16  Appointment:  five  members  of  the 
Board  of  Visitors  to  the  United  States 
Service  Academies 387 

16  Announcement:  creation  of  Emergency 
Board  No.  186  to  investigate  a  railway 
labor-management  dispute 394 

17  Appointment:  W.  J.  Usery,  Jr.,  as  Spe- 
cial Assistant  to  the  President  for  Labor- 
Management   Negotiations 395 


April  Page 

17  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  his  economic  and  energy  ad- 
visers— by  Frank  G.  Zarb,  Administra- 
tor of  the  Federal  Energy  Administra- 
tion     

18  Advance  text:  address  before  a  joint 
session  of  the  New  Hampshire  General 
Court    

18  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  White 
House  Conference  on  Domestic  and  Eco- 
nomic Affairs  in  Concord,  N.H 

18  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  Old  North 
Church  Bicentennial  Lantern  Service  in 
Boston,   Mass 

19  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  Old  North 
Bridge  in  Concord,  Mass 

21  Nomination:  Theodore  Cooper  to  be 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Health,  Depart- 
ment of  Health,  Education,  and  Wel- 
fare           413 

21  Nomination:  Donald  S.  Fredrickson  to 
be  Director  of  the  National  Institutes 

of  Healtii 413 

22  Nomination:  Richard  C.  Holmquist  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Renegotiation 
Board;  and  designation  as  Chairman.  .       424 

22  Appointment:  seven  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Student  Loan 
Marketing  Association;  and  designation 
of    Chairman 424 

22  News  briefing:  on  the  Republican  Con- 
gressional leadership  meeting  with  the 
President  to  discuss  Vietnam,  energy, 
and  the  budget — by  Senator  Clifford  P. 
Case  and  Representative  John  J.  Rhodes . 

22  News  briefing:  on  surface  mining  legis- 
lation and  other  energy  matters — ^by 
Frank  G.  Zarb,  Administrator  of  the 
Federal  Energy  Administration 


23  Announcement: 
Alabama   


disaster  assistance  for 


23  Advance  text:  remarks  at  groundbreak- 
ing ceremonies  for  the  F.  Edward 
Hebert  Library  in  New  Orleans,  La.  .  . 

23  Advance  text:  remarks  to  the  annual 
convention  of  the  Navy  League  of  the 
United  States  in  New  Orleans 


426 
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23  Advance  text:  address  at  a  Tulane  Uni- 
versity convocation  in  New  Orleans .  . . 

24  Designation:  four  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Commission  on  Supplies  and 
Shortages;   and   designation   of   Chair- 


25  Appointment:  seven  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  John  F.  Ken- 
nedy Center  for  the  Performing  Arts . . 


Page 


434 


438 


25  Appointment:  five  members  of  the 
Committee  for  Purchase  from  the  Blind 
and  Other  Severely  Handicapped 439 

25  Fact   sheet:   proposed   general  revenue 

sharing  legislation 

25  News  briefing:  on  proposed  general 
revenue  sharing  legislation — by  Edward 
C.  Schmults,  Under  Secretary,  and 
Graham  W.  Watts,  Director  of  the 
Office  of  Revenue  Sharing,  Department 
of  the  Treasury 

25  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  special  lead- 
ership conference  of  the  National  Con- 
ference of  State  Legislatures 

25  Advance  text:  address  at  the  Yale  Uni- 
versity Law  School  sesquicentennial 
convocation  dinner  in  New  Haven, 
Conn 

26  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Michigan    451 

28  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 

of  the  United  States 

29  News  briefing:  on  the  evacuation  of 
personnel  from  the  Republic  of  Viet- 
nam— by  Secretary  of  State  Henry  A. 
Kissinger 

30  Nomination:  Lt.  Gen.  Louis  H.  Wilson 

to  be  Commandant  of  the  Marine  Corps .       465 

30  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  deci- 
sion on  oil  import  fees  and  price  con- 
trols— by  Frank  G.  Zarb,  Administrator 
of  the  Federal  Energy  Administration 

May 
1  Appointment:    seven   members   of  the 
Consumer  Advisory  Council 466 


May  Page 

1  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Tennessee    470 

1  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  swearing 
in  of  Rogers  C.  B.  Morton  as  Secre- 
tary of  Commerce 

1  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  veto 
of  the  emergency  agricultural  bill — 
by  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Earl  L. 
Butz    

2  Reappointment:  Benno  C.  Schmidt  as  a 
member  of  the  President's  Cancer 
Panel;  and  redesignation  as  Chairman.       480 

2  Appointment:    four    members    of    the 

Board  of  Foreign  Scholarships 480 

2  Biographical  data:  Susan  Ford,  Queen 
of  the  Shenandoah  Apple  Blossom  Fes- 
tival in  Winchester,  Va 

3  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  U.S.S. 
Nimitz  commissioning  ceremony  in 
Norfolk,  Va 

5  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Missouri    488 

6  News  briefing:  on  the  Republican  Con- 
gressional leadership  meeting  with  the 
President  to  discuss  the  Vietnamese 
refugee  situation — by  Senator  Hugh 
Scott  and  Representatives  John  J. 
Rhodes  and  Hamilton  Fish,  Jr 

7  Appointment:  Charles  W.  B.  Wardell 
III  as  an  Assistant  Inspector  General, 
Foreign     Assistance,     Departnient     of 

State    499 

7  Fact  sheet:  the  Presidential  yacht 
Sequoia 

8  Nomination:  John  Hart  Ely  to  be  Gen- 
eral Counsel  of  the  Department  of 
Transportation   500 

8  Nomination:  Ralph  N.  Austin  and 
David  C.  Waldrop  to  be  members  of 
the  Federal  Farm  Credit  Board,  Farm 
Credit    Administration 500 

8  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Nebraska     500 


9  Nomination:     Malcolm    Toon    to 
United  States  Ambassador  to  Israel. 


be 


503 
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9  Nomination:    three    members    of    the 

California   Debris   Commission 

503 

10  Nomination:  Andrew  L.  Steigman  to 
be  United  States  Ambassador  to  the 
Gabonese  Republic 507 

10  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  reception  for 
Chiefs  of  Delegation  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Organization  of  Amer- 
ican  States 

12  Nomination:  Paul  W.  MacAvoy  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  Economic 
Advisers    508 

12  Nomination:  Lovj^ell  W.  Perry  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Equal  Employment  Op- 
portunity Commission;  and  designation 
as    Chairman 509 

12  Appointment:  four  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Woodrow  Wil- 
son International  Center  for  Scholars .  .  .       509 

12  Statement:  on  the  Cambodian  seizure 
of  the  SS  Mayaguez — by  the  White 
House  Press  Secretary 510 

13  Nomination:  Galen  L.  Stone  to  be 
United  States  Ambassador  to  Laos 510 

13  News  briefing:  on  their  meeting  with 
the  President  to  discuss  New  York  City's 
financial  assistance  request — by  James 
T.  Lynn,  Director  of  the  Office  of  Man- 
agement and  Budget,  Gov.  Hugh  L. 
Carey  of  New  York,  and  Mayor  Abra- 
ham D.  Beame  of  New  York  City 


May  Page 

16  Appointment:  Leonard  Garment  as 
United  States  Representative  on  the 
Human  Rights  Commission  of  the  Eco- 
nomic and  Social  Council  of  the 
United   Nations 519 

18  Advance  text:  commencement  address 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in 
Philadelphia    

18  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  reception 
honoring  Senator  Hugh  Scott  in  Phila- 
delphia     

19  Nomination:  Norman  R.  Augustine  to 

be  Under  Secretary  of  the  Army 531 

19  Appointment:  17  members  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Advisory  Committee  on  Refu- 
gees; and  designation  of  Chairman . . .       533 

19  Fact  sheet:  proposed  legislation  for  re- 
form of  railroad  regulations 

19  News  briefing:  on  proposed  legislation 
for  reform  of  railroad  regulations — by 
Secretary  of  Transportation  William  T. 
Coleman,  Jr 

19  Appointment:  14  White  House  Fellows 

for  1975-76 534 

19  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  veto 
of  a  surface  mining  control  and  recla- 
mation bill — by  Frank  G.  Zarb,  Admin- 
istrator of  the  Federal  Energy  Adminis- 
tration    

20  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  Freedom 

Day  celebration  in  Charlotte,  N.C 


14  News  briefing:  on  New  York  City's  fi- 
nancial assistance  request — by  William 
E.  Simon,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  Richard  L.  Dunham,  Deputy  Direc- 
tor of  the  Domestic  Council 

14  Statement:  on  the  Cambodian  seizure  of 
the  SS  Mayaguez — by  the  White  House 
Press  Secretary 512 

14  Text:  U.S.  Government  message  to 
Cambodian  authorities  on  the  seizure  of 

the  SS  Mayaguez 512 

15  Nomination:  Christopher  U.  Sylvester 
to  be  a  member  of  the  Renegotiation 
Board    517 


21  Nomination:  Daniel  Patrick  Moynihan 
to  be  United  States  Representative  to 
the  United  Nations  and  Representa- 
tive in  the  Security  Council 538 

21  Nomination:  John  H.  Holdridge  to  be 
United  States  Ambassador  to  the  Re- 
public of  Singapore 538 

21  Appointment:  20  members  of  the  Col- 
lective Bargaining  Committee  in  Con- 
struction           539 

22  Appointment:  11  members  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Commission  on  White  House 
Fellowships;  and  designation  of  Chair- 
man        541 
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22  Nomination:  James  H.  Blair  to  be  As- 
sistant Secretary  for  Equal  Opportunity, 
Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development    541 

22  Nomination:  Philip  C.  Jackson,  Jr.,  to  be 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of 
the  Federal  Reserve  System 543 

22  Nomination:  Richard  L.  Thornburgh  to 
be  an  Assistant  Attorney  General  (Crim- 
inal  Division) 543 

22  Nomination:  Michael  M.  Uhlmann  to 
be  an  Assistant  Attorney  General  (Office 
of  Legislative  Affairs) 544 

22  News  briefing:  on  their  meeting  with 
the  President  to  discuss  the  position  of 
science  adviser  to  the  President — by 
James  M.  Cannon,  Assistant  to  the  Presi- 
dent for  Domestic  Affairs,  Senator 
Frank  E.  Moss,  and  Representative 
Olin  E.  Teague 

24  Announcement:   disaster  assistance  for 

North   Dakota 555 

24  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 

Kentucky    555 

24  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  forth- 
coming trip  to  Europe — by  Secretary  of 
State  Henry  A.  Kissinger 555 

26  Advance  text:  remarks  at  Memorial  Day 
ceremonies  at  Arlington  National  Ceme- 
tery     

27  Appointment:  Caroline  Freeland  and 
David  Magie  Childs  to  be  members  of 
the  National  Capital  Planning  Commis- 
sion; and  designation  of  Mr.  Childs  as 
Chairman   560 

27  Designation:  four  members  of  the  Board 
of  Governors  of  the  United  Service  Or- 
ganizations, Inc 560 

27  Advance  text:  address  to  the  Nation  on 

energy  programs 

27  Fact  sheet:  the  President's  address  to  the 
Nation  on  energy  programs 

28  Advance  text:  remarks  on  departure  for 
Europe    


May  Page 

28  Advance  text:  remarks  on  arrival  at 
Brussels,   Belgium 

29  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  bilat- 
eral meetings  with  foreign  leaders  in 
Brussels — ^by  Arthur  A.  Hartman,  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  State  for  European 
Affairs 

29  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  ad- 
dress to  the  Council  of  the  North  Atlan- 
tic Treaty  Organization  and  his  bilateral 
meetings  with  foreign  leaders  in  Brus- 
sels— by  Secretary  of  State  Henry  A. 
Kissinger 

30  Nomination:  Eric  R.  Zausner  to  be  Dep- 
uty Administrator  of  the  Federal  Energy 
Administration 569 

30  Announcement:  designation  of  federally 
owned  land  at  Beltsville,  Md.,  for  recre- 
ational purposes  under  the  Legacy  of 
Parks  program 569 

30  Nomination:  James  D.  Theberge  to  be 
United  States  Ambassador  to  Nicara- 
gua           569 

30  Appointment:    eight   members   of   the 

Presidential  Clemency  Board 570 

30  News  briefing:  on  the  mid-session  re- 
view of  the  Federal  budget  for  1976 — 
by  James  T.  Lynn,  Director,  Office  of 
Management  and  Budget,  Alan  Green- 
span, Chairman,  Council  of  Economic 
Advisers,  and  Edgar  R.  Fiedler,  Assist- 
ant Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  Eco- 
nomic  Policy ^ 

31  Advance  text:  remarks  on  arrival  at  Ma- 
drid, Spain 

31  Advance  text:  remarks  on  receiving  the 

key  to  the  city  of  Madrid 

31  Advance  text:  toast  at  a  working  lunch- 
eon in  Madrid 

31  Advance  text:  toast  at  a  state  dinner  in 

Madrid    

31  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ings with  Spanish  leaders  in  Madrid — 
by  Arthur  A.  Hartman,  Assistant  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  European  Affairs 
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June 
1  Advance   text:   remarks  on   arrival   at 
Salzburg,  Austria 


Page 


1  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  Egyptian  leaders  in  Salzburg — 
by  Joseph  J.  Sisco,  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Political  Affairs 

1  Advance  text:  toast  at  a  state  dinner  in 
Salzburg 

2  Advance  text:  toast  at  a  working  lunch- 
eon in  Salzburg 

2  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ings with  Egyptian  leaders — ^by  Secre- 
tary of  State  Henry  A.  Kissinger 

3  Advance  text:  remarks  on  arrival  in 
Rome,  Italy 

3  Advance  text:  toast  at  a  state  luncheon 

in  Rome 

4  Advance  text:  commencement  address 
at  the  United  States  Military  Academy 

in  West  Point,  N.Y 

5  Advance  text:  remarks  at  graduation 
ceremonies  at  Holton-Arms  School  in 
Bethesda,  Md 

5  Nomination:  William  J.  Kendrick  to  be 
a  member  of  the  Equal  Employment 
Opportunity  Commission 600 

5  News  briefing:  on  the  Republican  Con- 
gressional leadership  meeting  with  the 
President  to  discuss  energy  issues  and 
defense  spending — by  Senator  Hugh 
Scott  and  Representative  John  J. 
Rhodes     


6  Nomination:  Robert  L.  Martin  to  be  a 
Commissioner  of  the  Commodity  Fu- 
tures Trading  Commission 


601 


6  Nomination:  Richard  W.  Roberts  to  be 
Assistant  Administrator  for  Nuclear 
Energy,  Energy  Research  and  Develop- 
ment   Administration 601 

6  Nomination:  Stanley  W.  Legro  to  be 
Assistant  Administrator  of  the  Environ- 
mental Protection  Agency  for  Enforce- 
ment          602 

6  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Louisiana    604 


June  Page 

6  News  briefing:  on  the  bipartisan  Con- 
gressional leadership  meeting  with  the 
President  to  discuss  his  trip  to  Europe — 
by  Senator  Robert  C.  Byrd  and  Repre- 
sentative John  J.  Rhodes 

7  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Arkansas  607 

7  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  Northeastern  and  Midwestern 
State  Governors  to  discuss  railroad  revi- 
talization  and  reorganization — by  Sec- 
retary of  Transportation  William  T. 
Coleman,  Jr.,  and  Gov.  William  G.  Mil- 
liken  of  Michigan 

9  Nomination:  Thomas  E.  Noel  to  be  As- 
sistant Administrator  of  the  Federal 
Energy  Administration  for  Manage- 
ment and   Administration 607 

9  Nomination:  L.  J.  Andolsek  to  be  a 
Commissioner  of  the  Civil  Service  Com- 
mission          608 

9  Nomination:  four  members  of  the 
United  States  Advisory  Commission  on 
International  Educational  and  Cultural 
Affairs 608 

9  Fact  sheet:  proposed  office  of  science  and 

technology    policy 

9  Appointment:  five  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Advisory  Council  on  Education 
Professions  Development;  and  designa- 
tion of  Chairman 610 

9  News  briefing:  on  the  release  of  the 
report  of  the  Commission  on  CIA  Activ- 
ities Within  the  United  States — by 
Roderick  M.  Hills,  Counsel  to  the 
President 

9  Statement:  relfcase  of  the  report  of  the 
Commission  on  CIA  Activities  Within 
the  United  States  (included  in  the 
President's  news  conference  of  June  9) . 


10  Appointment:  three  members  of  the  Pri- 
vacy Protection  Study  Commission .  .  . 


615 


10  Designation:  William  F.  Gorog  as  Dep- 
uty Director  for  Domestic  Economic 
Policy,  Economic  Policy  Board 616 
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June  Page 

10  Statement:  on  House  action  sustaining 
the  President's  veto  of  the  surface  min- 
ing control  and  reclamation  bill — ^by 
thfc  White  House  Press  Secretary 617 

10  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  briefing  for 
members  of  the  National  Industrial 
Council 

11  Nomination:  James  D.  Keast  to  be  Gen- 
eral Counsel  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture   618 

11  Appointment:  five  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Federal  Na- 
tional Mortgage  Association 619 

11  Appointment:  five  high  school  students 
as  the  President's  Australian  Science 
Scholars  for  1975 ^20 

11  Advance  text:  toast  at  a  dinner  honor- 
ing Israeli  Prime  Minister  Yitzhak 
Rabin    

12  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ings with  Israeli  Prime  Minister  Yitzhak 
Rabin — by  Secretary  of  State  Henry  A. 
Kissinger     


12  Nomination:  James  F.  Hooper  III  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority.  . .  . 

12  Appointment:  Douglas  P.  Bennett  as  Di- 
rector of  the  Presidential  Personnel 
Office 

13  News  briefing:  on  the  bipartisan  Con- 
gressional leadership  meeting  with  the 
President  to  discuss  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  President's  Labor-Manage- 
ment Committee  on  electric  utilities 
construction — by  Frank  G.  Zarb,  Ad- 
ministrator, Federal  Energy  Administra- 
tion, and  John  T.  Dunlop,  Secretary 
of    Labor 

13  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  swearing 
in  of  Stanley  K.  Hathaway  as  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior 

14  Advance  text:  remarks  at  ceremonies 
commemorating  the  bicentennial  of  the 
United  States  Army  at  Fort  Benning, 
Ga  


623 


624 


June                                                                     Page 
16  Fact  sheet:  extension  of  emergency  live- 
stock credit  legislation 

16  Advance  text:  toast  at  a  dinner  honoring 
German  President  Walter  Scheel 

17  News  briefing:  on  the  Republican  Con- 
gressional leadership  meeting  with  the 
President  to  discuss  consumer,  hous- 
ing, and  crime  legislation — by  Senator 
Hugh  Scott  and  Representative  John  J. 
Rhodes    

17  Advance  text:  address  before  a  confer- 
ence of  the  National  Federation  of  In- 
dependent Business 

17  Appointment:    eight   members   of   the 

Commission  on  Federal  Paperwork ....       643 

17  Nomination:  Sidney  L.  Jones  to  be  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
Economic  Policy 643 

17  Announcement:  transfer  of  additional 
lands  for  park  and  recreation  use  under 
the  Legacy  of  Parks  program 644 

17  Appointment:  19  members  of  the  Com- 
mission on  Presidential  Scholars;  and 
designation  of  Chairman 644 

18  Nomination:  Abbott  Washburn  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission    644 

19  Nomination:  Abner  W.  Sibal  to  be  Gen- 
eral Counsel  of  the  Equal  Employment 
Opportunity   Commission 646 

19  Fact  sheet:  President's  Commission  on 

Olympic   Sports 

19  Appointment:  14  members  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Commission  on  Olympic  Sports; 
and   designation   of  Chairman 649 

19  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  news  brief- 
ing on  the  special  message  to  the  Con- 
gress on  crime 

19  Fact  sheet:   the  crime  message 

19  News  briefing:  on  the  crime  message — 

by  Attorney  General  Edward  H.  Levi 

19  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  North  Atiantic  Treaty  Orga- 
nization representatives — by  Secretary 
General  Joseph  M.  A.  H.  Luns 
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June  Page 
20  News  briefing:  on  the  report  of  the 
Commission  on  Revision  of  the  Federal 
Court  Appellate  System — by  Sena- 
tor Roman  L.  Hruska,  Chairman,  and 
A.  Leo  Levin,  Executive  Director  of  the 
Commission    

20  Nomination:  Daniel  J.  Boorstin  to  be 

Librarian  of  Congress 662 

23  Nomination:  Frank  R.  Barnako  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Occupational  Safety  and 
Health  Review  Commission 665 

23  Announcement:  1974  recipients  of  the 

National  Medal  of  Science 665 

23  Fact  sheet:  report  to  Congressional  com- 
mittees on  the  status  of  Indochina 
refugees    

24  Announcement:  submission  of  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  to 

the  United  States  Naval  Academy 668 

24  Statement:  measures  to  assist  the  hous- 
ing industry  (included  in  remarks  at  a 
news  briefing) 

24  Fact  sheet:  veto  of  an  emergency  hous- 
ing bill 

24  News  briefing:  on  measures  to  assist  the 
housing  industry — by  Secretary  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development  Carla 

A.    Hills 

25  Announcement:  selection  of  121  high 
school  students  as  Presidential  Scholars 

for  1975 673 

25  Nomination:  Garth  Marston  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Federal  Home  Loan 
Bank  Board 675 

25  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  Members  of  Congress  to  dis- 
cuss reform  of  the  regulatory  agencies — 
by  Roderick  M.  Hills,  Counsel  to  the 
President;  Paul  W.  MacAvoy,  member, 
Council  of  Economic  Advisers;  Senator 
John  O.  Pastore;  and  Representatives 
John  E.  Moss  and  James  C.  Wright, 

Jr     

26  Fact  sheets:  proposed  legislation  to  in- 
crease enriched  uranium  production  (2 


releases) 


June  Page 
26  News  briefing:  on  proposed  legislation 
to  increase  enriched  uranium  produc- 
tion— by  Frank  G.  Zarb,  Administra- 
tor, Federal  Energy  Administration;  and 
Robert  C.  Seamans,  Administrator,  and 
Robert  W.  Fri,  Deputy  Administrator, 
Energy  Research  and  Development  Ad- 
ministration     

26  Nomination:  David  Mathews  to  be  Sec- 
retary of  the  Department  of  Health, 
Education,  and  Welfare 686 

26  Nomination:  Burton  G.  Malkiel  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  Economic  Ad- 
visers         687 

26  Nomination:  Walter  J.  P.  Curley,  Jr.,  to 
be  United  States  Ambassador  to  Ire- 
land           687 

27  Nomination:  John  Meier  to  be  Chief  of 
the  Children's  Bureau,  Department  of 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare 687 

27  Nomination:  Irving  M.  Pollack  to  be 
a  member  of  the  Securities  and  Ex- 
change   Commission 687 

27  Fact  sheet:  automobile  emission  stand- 
ards   

27  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  state- 
ment urging  extension  of  automobile 
emission  standards  deadline — by  Frank 
G.  Zarb,  Administrator,  Federal  Energy 
Administration,  John  R.  Quarles,  Jr., 
Deputy  Administrator,  Environmental 
Protection  Agency,  and  John  W. 
Barnum,  Deputy  Secretary,  Department 

of   Transportation 

28  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Montana  693 

30  Nomination:  George  S.  Ives  to  be  a 
member  of  the  National  Mediation 
Board    693 

30  News  briefing:  on  the  report  of  the 
Energy  Research  and  Development  Ad- 
ministration— by  Frank  G.  Zarb,  Ad- 
ministrator, Federal  Energy  Adminis- 
tration, and  Robert  C.  Seamans, 
Administrator,  Energy  Research  and 
Development  Administration 
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July  Page 

1  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  annual 
convention  of  the  National  Association 
for  the  Advancement  of  Colored 
People 

2  Nomination:  Herbert  J.  Spiro  to  be 
United  States  Ambassador  to  Cameroon 

and  Equatorial  Guinea 700 

2  Statement:  approval  of  the  Emergency 
Housing  Act  of  1975  (included  in  re- 
marks at  a  signing  ceremony) 

2  Fact  sheet:  the  Emergency  Housing  Act 

of    1975 

3  Nomination:  Julia  P.  Cooper  to  be  an 
Associate   Judge   of   the   Court   of  Ap- 
peals of  the  District  of  Columbia 

3  Nomination:  Bruce  S.  Mencher  to  be  an 
Associate  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court 
of  the  District  of  Columbia 

3  Advance  text:  remarks  at  dedication 
ceremonies  for  the  National  Environ- 
mental Research  Center  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio   

3  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  White 
House  Conference  on  Domestic  and 
Economic  Affairs  in  Cincinnati 

3  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  Republican 
Party  fundraising  supper  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio    

3  Statement:  for  Independence  Day,  1975 

(as  recorded  for  radio  and  television) 

4  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  Fort  Mc- 
Henry  National  Monument  and  His- 
toric Shrine  in  Baltimore,  Md 

5  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Minnesota  715 

7  Fact  sheet:  proposed  Federal-aid  high- 
way   legislation 

7  News  briefing:  on  proposed  Federal-aid 
highway  legislation — by  Secretary  of 
Transportation  William  T.  Coleman, 
Jr.,  and  Governors  Calvin  L.  Ram.pton 
of  Utah  and  Robert  D.  Ray  of  Iowa 

7  Nomination:  Marlow  W.  Cook  and  J. 
Melville  Broughton,  Jr.,  to  be  members 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Legal 
Services  Corporation 718 


July  Page 

8  Statement:  candidacy  for  the  1976  Re- 
publican Presidential  nomination  (in- 
cluded in  remarks  to  reporters) 

9  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Oklahoma 721 

9  Fact  sheet:  the  President's  message  to 
Congress  transmitting  proposed  oil 
pollution  control  legislation 

9  Advance  text:  remarks  upon  signing  a 
bill  authorizing  appropriations  for  in- 
ternational and  domestic  tourism  pro- 
grams     

9  Fact  sheet:  bill  authorizing  appropria- 
tions for  international  and  domestic 
tourism   programs 

9  Appointment:  eight  members  of  the 
President's  Committee  on  Mental  Re- 
tardation         723 

10  News  briefing:  on  the  Administration 
briefing  for  mayors  on  general  revenue 
sharing — ^by  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
William  E.  Simon,  and  Mayors  Moon 
Landrieu  of  New  Orleans,  La.,  and 
Ralph  Perk  of  Cleveland,  Ohio 

10  Advance  text:  remarks  at  groundbreak- 
ing ceremonies  for  the  Uniformed  Serv- 
ices University  of  the  Health  Sciences 
in    Bethesda,   Md 

10  News  briefing:  on  the  Republican  Con- 
gressional leadership  meeting  with  the 
President  to  discuss  military  assistance 
to  Turkey  and  energy  issues — ^by  Senator 
Hugh  Scott  and  Representative  John  B. 
Anderson    


11  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
North   Dakota 

11  Advance  text:  address  before  the  Mid- 
America  Committee  for  International 
Business  and  Government  Cooperation 
in  Chicago,  111 

12  Advance  text:  commencement  address 
at  Chicago  State  University 

13  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  Sixth  Cir- 
cuit Judicial  Conference  in  Mackinac 
Island,  Mich 

14  Fact  sheet:  the  President's  proposed 
compromise  with  Congress  on  decontrol 
of  domestic  oil  prices 


729 
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14  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  pro- 
posed compromise  plan  to  decontrol 
domestic  oil  prices — by  Frank  G.  Zarb, 
Administrator,  and  Eric  R.  Zausner, 
Deputy  Administrator,  Federal  Energy 
Administration 

15  Nomination:  Richard  E.  Bell  to  be 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture  for 
International  Affairs  and  Commodity 
Programs    751 

17  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Minnesota 752 

18  Appointment:  11  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Highway  Safety  Advisory  Com- 
mittee          755 

18  Nomination:  Denis  M.  Neill  to  be 
Assistant  Administrator  for  Legislative 
Affairs,  Agency  for  International  De- 
velopment         756 

18  Nomination:  William  G.  Rosenberg  to 
be  Assistant  Administrator  for  Energy 
Resource  Development,  Federal  Energy 
Administration  757 

21  News  briefing:  on  the  Republican  Con- 
gressional leadership  meeting  with  the 
President  to  discuss  military  assistance 
to  Turkey  and  energy  issues — by  Repre- 
sentative John  J.  Rhodes,  and  Senator 
Paul   J.   Fannin 

21  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  veto 
of  a  petroleum  price  review  bill — by 
Frank  G.  Zarb,  Administrator,  Federal 
Energy  Administration,  and  Alan 
Greenspan,  Chairman,  Council  of  Eco- 
nomic   Advisers 

22  Designation:  five  members  of  the 
United  Service  Organizations,  Inc 765 

22  Nomination:  Edwin  H.  Yeo  III  to  be 
Under  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
Monetary  Affairs 765 

22  Nomination:  Martin  R.  Hoffmann  to  be 

Secretary  of  the  Army 766 

22  Nomination:  James  A.  Baker  III  to  be 

Under  Secretary  of  Commerce 766 

22  Nomination:  James  D.  Isbister  to  be 
Administrator  of  the  Alcohol,  Drug 
Abuse,  and  Mental  Health  Administra- 
tion           766 


July  Page 

22  Nomination:  David  S.  Cook  to  be 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Housing  Produc- 
tion and  Mortgage  Credit,  Department 
of  Housing  and  Urban  Development.  .       767 

22  Nomination:  Asaph  H.  Hall  to  be  Ad- 
ministrator of  the  Federal  Railroad  Ad- 
ministration           767 

22  Nomination:  Robert  E.  Patricclli  to  be 
Administrator  of  the  Urban  Mass  Trans- 
portation  Administration 767 

22  Nomination:  Austin  N.  Heller  to  be 
Assistant  Administrator  for  Conserva- 
tion, Energy  Research  and  Development 
Administration 768 

22  Nomination:  John  H.  Holloman  III  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Federal  Power 
Commission    768 

23  Nomination:  Travis  Edwin  Reed  to  be 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Commerce  for 
Domestic  and  International  Business.  .  .       772 

23  Nomination:  Charles  M.  Walker  to  be 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
Tax  Policy 773 

23  Announcement:   disaster  assistance  for 

New  Jersey 773 

24  Nomination:  Charles  J.  Orlcbeke  to  be 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Policy  Develop- 
ment and  Research,  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development.  .  .  .       774 

24  Nomination:  Howard  D.  Tipton  to  be 
Administrator  of  the  National  Fire  Pre- 
vention and  Control  Administration.  .  .       775 

24  Nomination:  United  States  Representa- 
tives and  Alternate  Representatives  to 
the  Seventh  Special  Session  and  the 
30th  Session  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  United  Nations 776 

24  Nomination:  Albert  W.  Shercr,  Jr.,  to 
be  the  United  States  Deputy  Repre- 
sentative in  the  United  Nations  Security 
Council  776 

24  Nomination:  Jacob  M.  Myerson  to  be 
the  United  States  Representative  on  the 
United  Nations  Economic  and  Social 
Council  777 
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25  Appointment:  12  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Commission  on  New  Techno- 
logical Uses  of  Copyrighted  Works; 
and  designation  of  Chairman  and  Vice 
Chairman   778 

25  Statement:  proposed  compromise  with 
Congress  on  the  decontrol  of  domes- 
tic oil  prices  (included  in  remarks  to 
reporters)    

25  Fact  sheet:  proposed  compromise  on  de- 
control of  domestic  oil  prices 

25  News  briefing:  on  proposed  compromise 
on  decontrol  of  domestic  oil  prices — by 
Frank  G.  Zarb,  Administrator,  Federal 
Energy  Administration,  and  Alan 
Greenspan,  Chairman,  Council  of  Eco- 
nomic  Advisers 

25  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  forth- 
coming trip  to  Europe  and  the  Con- 
ference on  Security  and  Cooperation  in 
Europe — ^by  Secretary  of  State  Henry  A. 
Kissinger 

25  Statement:  veto  of  the  Education  Divi- 
sion and  Related  Agencies  Appropria- 
tion Act,  1976  (included  in  remarks  to 
reporters)    

26  Advance    text:    remarks    on    departure 

for  Europe 

26  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Illinois    789 

27  Advance  text:  remarks  to  reporters  fol- 
lowing discussions  with  German  Chan- 
cellor  Helmut   Schmidt   in   Bonn 

27  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  picnic  at 
Kirchgoens,  Federal  Republic  of  Ger- 
many      

27  Advance  text:  toast  during  a  dinner 
cruise  on  the  Rhine  River 

28  Nomination:  Robert  O.  Aders  to  be 
Under  Secretary  of  Labor 797 

28  Fact  sheet:  proposed  automobile  emis- 
sion   standards    legislation 

28  News  briefing:  on  joint  statement  fol- 
lowing the  President's  discussions  with 
First  Secretary  Gierek  of  Poland — by 
Helmut  Sonnenfeldt,  Counselor  of  the 
Department  of  State,  and  Richard  T. 
Davies,  United  States  Ambassador  to 
Poland     


]uly  Page 

29  Statement:  on  Congressional  approval 
of  the  United  States-Romania  trade 
agreement — by  the  White  House  Press 
Secretary    804 

29  Advance  text:  remarks  at  Market 
Square  in  Krakow,  Poland 

30  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ings in  Helsinki  with  British  Prime 
Minister  Harold  Wilson,  Soviet  Gen- 
eral Secretary  L.  I.  Brezhnev,  and  Greek 
Prime  Minister  Constantine  Caraman- 
lis — by  Secretary  of  State  Henry  A. 
Kissinger 

31  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing in  Helsinki  with  Turkish  Prime 
Minister  Siileyman  Demirel — by  Secre- 
tary of  State  Henry  A.  Kissinger 

August 
1  Advance  text:  address  before  the  Con- 
ference on  Security  and  Cooperation  in 
Europe,  held  in  Helsinki,  Finland 

1  Announcement:  opening  of  1976-77 
White  House  Fellows  program 805 

6  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ings with  Japanese  Prime  Minister 
Takeo  Miki— by  Philip  C.  Habib,  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  State  for  East  Asia 
and   Pacific   Affairs 

6  Fact  sheet:  bill  extending  the  Voting 
Rights  Act  of  1965 

7  Appointment:  John  Hoy  Kauffmann  and 
Robert  S.  Carter  as  members  of  the 
Presidential  Clemency  Board 838 

11  Nomination:  Michael  H.  Moskow  to  be 
Director  of  the  Council  on  Wage  and 
Price    Stability 855 

15  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  Vail 
Symposium  in  Vail,  Colo 

16  News  briefing:  on  the  decontrol  of  oil 
prices  and  the  state  of  the  economy — ^by 
Frank  G.  Zarb,  Administrator,  Federal 
Energy  Administration,  and  Alan  Green- 
span, Chairman,  Council  of  Economic 
Advisers 

17  Statement:  announcement  of  Secretary 
of  State  Kissinger's  trip  to  the  Middle 
East — by  the  White  House  Press  Sec- 
retary           865 
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August  Page 

17  News  briefing:  on  his  forthcoming  trip 
to  the  Middle  East — by  Secretary  of 
State  Henry  A.  Kissinger 

18  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  Iowa  State 

Fair  in  Des  Moines 

19  Advance  text:  address  before  the  an- 
nual convention  of  the  American  Le- 
gion in  Minneapolis,  Minn 

19  Advance  text:  remarks  at  dedication 
ceremonies  for  the  Everett  McKinlcy 
Dirksen  Congressional  Leadership  Re- 
search Center  in  Pekin,  111 

19  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  White 
House  Conference  on  Domestic  and 
Economic  Affairs  in  Peoria,  111 

22  Announcement:   disaster   assistance   for 

Florida    886 

24  Advance  text:  remarks  at  dedication  cer- 
emonies for  the  Libby  Dam  in  Libby, 
Mont    

25  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  conven- 
tion of  the  American  Hardware  Manu- 
facturers Association  in  Chicago,  III 

27  Nomination:  Judith  T.  Connor  to  be  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  Transportation  for 
Environment,  Safety  and  Consumer 
Affairs   909 

28  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  16  Governors  to  discuss  the 
natural  gas  shortage — by  Frank  G.  Zarb, 
Administrator,  Federal  Energy  Admin- 
istration, Alan  Greenspan,  Chairman, 
Council  of  Economic  Advisers,  and  Gov- 
ernors Thomas  P.  Salmon  of  Vermont, 
David  Boren  of  Oklahoma,  James  E. 
Holshouser,  Jr.,  of  North  Carolina,  Ed- 
win W.  Edwards  of  Louisiana,  and 
JuHan   Carroll   of   Kentucky 

29  Appointment:  Carlyle  E.  Maw  as  Spe- 
cial Representative  of  the  President  for 
the  Law  of  the  Sea  Conference,  and 
Chief  of  Delegation 909 

29  Statement:  on  the  President's  meeting 
with  Senate  Majority  Leader  Mike 
Mansfield  and  Speaker  of  the  House 
Carl  Albert  to  discuss  oil  price  con- 
trols— by  the  White  House  Press  Secre- 
tary           910 


August  Page 

29  Fact  sheet:  Federal  civilian  and  military 

pay    increases 

30  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  Maine 
AFL-CIO  Field  Day  program  in  Au- 
gusta, Maine 

September 
1  Text:    agreement   between   Egypt   and 
Israel   927 

1  Text:  annex  to  the  Egyptian-Israeli 
agreement   928 

1  Text:  United  States  proposal  concern- 
ing early  warning  system  in  the  Sinai 
Peninsula    929 

2  Announcement:  creation  of  Emergency 
Board  No.  187  to  investigate  a  railway 
labor-management  dispute 936 

3  Nomination:  John  B.  Rhinelander  to  be 
Under  Secretary  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development    938 

3  News  briefing:  on  the  Republican  Con- 
gressional leadership  meeting  with  the 
President  to  discuss  the  Egyptian-Israeli 
agreement,  energy  legislation,  natural 
gas  shortages,  and  military  assistance  to 
Turkey — by  Senator  Hugh  Scott  and 
Representative  John  J.  Rhodes 

3  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  the  Senate  Wednesday  Club  to 
discuss  the  conduct  of  the  forthcoming 
Presidential  campaign — ^by  Senators 
Clifford  P.  Case,  Jacob  K.  Javits,  and 
Charles   H.    Percy 

3  Text:  message  to  the  Congress  trans- 
mitting annual  report  on  the  Rural 
Telephone    Bank 

4  Appointment:  Nicholas  Panuzio  as 
Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings 
Service,  General  Services  Administra- 
tion           939 

4  News  briefing:  on  decontrol  of  oil 
prices — ^by  Frank  G.  Zarb,  Administra- 
tor of  the  Federal  Energy  Administra- 
tion     

4  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  Republican 
Party  fundraising  luncheon  in  Seattle, 
Wash 

4  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  Republican 

Party  luncheon  in  Seattle 
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September                                                               Page 
5  Advance  text:   remarks  at  the  annual 
Sacramento   Host   Breakfast   in   Sacra- 
mento, Calif 

5  Advance  text:  address  before  a  joint  ses- 
sion of  the  California  State  Legislature 
in  Sacramento 

8  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  Republican  Senators  to  dis- 
cuss oil  price  controls — ^by  Senators 
William  V.  Roth,  Jr.,  and  Lowell  P. 
Weicker,  Jr 

8  Appointment:  five  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Commission  on  Supplies  and 
Shortages 972 

9  News  briefing:  on  the  Republican  Con- 
gressional leadership  meeting  with  the 
President  to  discuss  military  assistance 
to  Turkey,  the  oil  price  control  exten- 
sion veto,  the  Federal  budget  deficit, 
Federal  pay  raises,  and  the  Egyptian- 
Israeli  agreement — by  Senator  Hugh 
Scott  and  Representative  John  J. 
Rhodes    

9  Nomination:  three  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Study  Commission  on  Records 
and  Documents  of  Federal  Officials;  ap- 
pointment of  one  member;  and  designa- 
tion of  Chairman 974 

9  Nomination:  Thomas  S.  Kleppe  to  be 

Secretary  of  the  Interior 974 

9  Statement:  veto  of  bill  to  extend  do- 
mestic oil  price  controls  (included  in 
remarks  to  reporters) 

9  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  veto 
of  bill  to  extend  domestic  oil  price  con- 
trols— ^by  Frank  G.  Zarb,  Administra- 
tor of  the  Federal  Energy  Administra- 
tion     

9  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  labor  leaders  to  discuss  grain 
sales  to  the  Soviet  Union — ^by  L.  William 
Seidman,  Executive  Director,  Economic 
Policy  Board,  and  John  T.  Dunlop,  Sec- 
retary of  Labor 

10  Nomination:  Richard  L.  Dunham  to  be 
a  member  of  the  Federal  Power  Com- 
mission; and  designation  as  Chairman.       979 

10  Fact  sheet:  proposed  legislation  con- 
cerning natural  gas  supplies  and  gaso- 
line dealers 


Septembef  Page 

10  Text:  message  to  the  Congress  trans- 
mitting 1974  annual  report  of  the  Fed- 
eral Prevailing  Rate  Advisory  Commit- 
tee     

11  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Ohio 985 

12  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  National  Baptist  Con- 
vention in   St.  Louis,  Mo 

12  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  White 
House  Conference  on  Domestic  and  Ec- 
onomic Affairs  in  St.  Louis 

13  Advance  text:  address  at  a  Southern 
Methodist  University  convocation  in 
Dallas,    Tex 

13  Announcement:   disaster   assistance   for 

West  Virginia 1014 

13  Advance  text:  remarks  at  dedication 
ceremonies  for  the  Permian  Basin  Pe- 
troleum Museum  in  Midland,  Tex 

15  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  the  executive  committee  of 
the  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation 
to  discuss  grain  sales  to  the  Soviet 
Union — ^by  Earl  L.  Butz,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  and  William  J.  Kuhfuss, 
president,  American  Farm  Bureau  Fed- 
eration   

15  Nomination:  Creighton  Holden  to  be 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Commerce  for 
Tourism 1017 

15  Announcement:   disaster   assistance   for 

Wisconsin   1018 

15  Fact  sheet:  Presidential  Clemency  Board 
transition 

16  Biographical  data:  Thomas  G.  Loeffler, 
Special  Assistant  for  Legislative  Affairs 
(House  of  Representatives) 

17  Appointment:  four  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Advisory  Council  on  Extension 

and  Continuing  Education 1026 

18  Appointment:  five  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Advisory  Council  on  Adult 
Education    1027 

18  Fact  sheet:  1974  recipients  of  the  Na- 
tional Medal  of  Science 
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18  Nomination:  Hamilton  Herman  to  be 
Assistant    Secretary    of    Transportation 
for   Systems   Development   and   Tech- 
nology       1028 

18  Appointment:  Mary  Louise  Smith  as  a 
member  of  the  National  Commission 
on  the  Observance  of  International 
Women's  Year,  1975 1028 

18  News  briefing:  on  his  meeting  with  the 
President — ^by  A.  A.  Gromyko,  Foreign 
Minister  of  the  Union  of  Soviet  Social- 
ist   Republics 


19  Nomination:  Karl  E.  Bakke  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Federal  Maritime  Com- 
mission; and  designation  as  Chairman. 


1029 


19  Announcement:   disaster   assistance  for 

Puerto  Rico 1029 

19  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  Oklahoma 

State  Fair  in  Oklahoma  City 

20  Advance  text:  remarks  at  dedication 
ceremonies  for  the  Firestone  Fieldhouse 
at  Pepperdine  University  in  Malibu, 
Calif 

21  Advance  text:  remarks  at  dedication 
ceremonies  at  the  Stanford  University 
School  of  Law  in  Stanford,  Calif 

22  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  annual 
convention  of  the  AFL-CIO  Building 
and  Construction  Trades  Department  in 

San  Francisco,  Calif 


22  Statement:  on  assassination  attempt 
against  the  President  in  San  Francisco — 
by  the  White  House  Press  Secretary.  .  . 


1064 


23  Nomination:  Milton  L.  Luger  to  be  As- 
sistant Administrator  of  Law  Enforce- 
ment, Law  Enforcement  Assistance 
Administration   1065 


23  Nomination:  Edward  A.  Miller  to  be 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Army  for 
Research  and  Development 

24  News  briefing:  on  the  Republican  Con- 
gressional leadership  meeting  with  the 
President  to  discuss  energy  legislation, 
the  Egyptian-Israeli  agreement,  military 
assistance  to  Turkey,  and  the  Federal 
budget — by  Senator  Hugh  Scott  and 
Representative  John  J.  Rhodes 


1066 
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24  Nomination:  Thomas  Byron  Crawford 
Leddy  to  be  United  States  Alternate 
Executive  Director  of  the  International 
Monetary  Fund , .  .  .  .     1066 

24  Appointment:  nine  members  of  the 
General  Advisory  Committee  to  the 
Energy  Research  and  Development 
Administration   1066 

24  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  members  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  U.S.  Conference  of  May- 
ors to  discuss  New  York  City's  financial 
situation — by  Maj'ors  Moon  Landrieu  of 
New  Orleans,  La.,  Ralph  Perk  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  Carlos  Romero  Barcelo  of 
San  Juan,  P.R.,  and  Abraham  D.  Beame 
of  New  York,  N.Y.,  and  L.  William 
Seidman,  Assistant  to  the  President  for 
Domestic  Affairs 

25  Nomination:  John  G.  Dean  to  be 
United  States  Ambassador  to  Denmark.     1071 

25  Fact  sheet:  report  to  Congressional  com- 
mittees on  the  status  of  Indochina 
refugees 

26  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Florida    1074 

27  News  briefing:  on  the  oil  price  increase 
announced  by  the  Organization  of  Pe- 
troleum Exporting  Countries — by  Frank 
G.  Zarb,  Administrator  of  the  Federal 
Energy  Administration 

27  Announcement:   disaster   assistance   for 

Pennsylvania 1081 

29  Announcement:  plans  for  Public  For- 
ums on  Domestic  Policy 1081 

29  Fact  sheet:  the  Privacy  Act  of  1974 

30  Advance  text:  remarks  at  dedication  cer- 
emonies for  the  J.  Edgar  Hoover  F.B.I. 
Building    

30  Nomination:  Peter  R.  Taft  to  be  an  As- 
sistant Attorney  General  (Land  and 
Natural  Resources  Division) 1085 

30  Nomination:  Harold  F.  Ebcrle  to  be 
Deputy  Under  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury for  Legislative  Affairs 1085 
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September                                                               Page 
30  Advance   text:   remarks   at   a   Republi- 
can Party   fundraising  dinner  in  Chi- 
cago,  III 

30  List:  mayors  attending  meeting  with 
the  President  on  October  1,  1975,  in 
Skokie,    111.: 

October 
1  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  31  mayors — by  Mayors  Albert 
J.  Smith  of  Skokie,  111.,  James  T.  Ryan 
of  Arlington  Heights,  111.,  George  M. 
Bersted  of  Monmouth,  111.,  Lyman 
Parks  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  and 
James  H.  Falk,  Associate  Director  of  the 
Domestic  Council 

1  Nomination:  Marjorie  W.  Lynch  to 
be  Under  Secretary  of  Health,  Educa- 
tion, and  Welfare 1089 

1  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Michigan 1090 

1  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  White 
House  Conference  on  Domestic  and  Ec- 
onomic Affairs  in  Omaha,  Nebr 

2  Nomination:  Roderick  M.  Hills  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Securities  and  Exchange 
Commission;  and  designation  as  Chair- 
man       1106 

2  Nomination:  Stanley  S.  Scott  to  be  As- 
sistant Administrator  for  Africa,  Agency 
for  International  Development 1107 

2  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Alabama    1108 

2  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
New  York 1109 

3  Nomination:  Morton  Corn  to  be  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  Labor  for  Occupa- 
tional Safety  and  Health 1111 

4  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Maryland 1117 

4  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  Republi- 
can Party  fundraising  dinner  in  New- 
ark,  N.J 

6  Nomination:  Ethel  Bent  Walsh  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Equal  Employment  Op- 
portunity Commission;  and  redesigna- 
tion  as  Vice  Chairman 1122 


October  Page 
6  Nomination:  Ben  B.  Blackburn  to  be  a 
member   of   the   Federal   Home   Loan 
Bank  Board;  and  designation  as  Chair- 
man       1123 

6  Appointment:  14  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Commission  on  Electronic  Fund 
Transfers;  and  nomination  and  desig- 
nation  of  Chairperson 1123 

6  Nomination:    D.   Kent   Frizzell   to    be 

Under  Secretary  of  the  Interior 1124 

6  Advance  text:  address  to  the  Nation 
on  Federal  tax  and  spending  reduc- 
tions     

6  Fact  sheet:  Federal  tax  and  spending  re- 
ductions     

6  News  briefing:  on  Federal  tax  and 
spending  reductions — by  William  E. 
Simon,  Secretary,  and  Charles  M. 
Walker,  Assistant  Secretary  for  Tax 
Policy,  Department  of  the  Treasury; 
James  T.  Lynn,  Director,  Office  of  Man- 
agement and  Budget;  and  Alan  Greens- 
pan, Chairman,  Council  of  Economic 
Advisers    

7  News  briefing:  on  the  Republican  Con- 
gressional leadership  meeting  with  the 
President  to  discuss  his  proposals  on 
Federal  tax  and  spending  reductions — 
by  Senators  Hugh  Scott  and  John  G. 
Tower,  and  Representative  Robert  H. 
Michel 

7  Nomination:  Charles  P.  Slichter  to  be 
a  member  of  the  National  Science 
Board,  National  Science  Foundation..      1129 

7  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  the  Appalachian  Regional 
Commission  in  Knoxville,  Tenn. — by 
Governors  James  E.  Holshouser,  Jr.,  of 
North  Carolina  and  William  L.  Waller 

of  Mississippi 

8  Fact  sheet:  proposed  legislation  to  re- 
form airline  industry  regulation 

8  News  briefing:  on  proposed  legislation 
to  reform  airline  industry  regulation — 
by  William  T.  Coleman,  Jr.,  Secretary 
of  Transportation,  and  Paul  W.  Mac- 
Avoy,  member,  Council  of  Economic 
Advisers 
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10  Statement:  announcing  plans  for  forth- 
coming Economic  Summit  Meeting  in 
France — by  the  White  House  Press  Sec- 
retary         1150 

10  Nomination:  Lessel  Roy  Papp  to  be 
United  States  Director  of  the  Asian  De- 
velopment Bank 1151 

10  Announcement:  submission  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  report  by  Emergency  Board 
No.  187  investigating  a  railway  labor- 
management  dispute 1151 

10  Fact  sheet:  proposed  legislation  to  es- 
tablish an  energy  independence  au- 
thority   

10  News  briefing:  on  proposed  legislation 
to  establish  an  energy  independence  au- 
thority— by  Frank  G.  Zarb,  Adminis- 
trator, Federal  Energy  Administration; 
James  T.  Lynn,  Director,  Office  of  Man- 
agement and  Budget;  L.  William  Seid- 
man.  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Eco- 
nomic Affairs;  and  Robert  W.  Fri, 
Deputy  Administrator,  Energy  Research 
and  Development  Administration 

10  News  briefing:  on  plans  for  forthcom- 
ing Economic  Summit  Meeting  in 
France — by  Helmut  Sonnenfeldt,  Coun- 
selor of  the  Department  of  State 

10  News  briefing:  on  proposed  legislation 
to  establish  an  energy  independence  au- 
thority— by  Frank  G.  Zarb,  Administra- 
tor, and  Eric  R.  Zausner,  Deputy  Di- 
rector, Federal  Energy  Administration; 
Robert  W.  Fri,  Deputy  Director,  Energy 
Research  and  Development  Adminis- 
tration; and  James  L.  Mitchell,  Associ- 
ate Director  for  Natural  Resources,  En- 
ergy and  Science,  Office  of  Management 
and  Budget 

10  Statement:  on  grain  sales  to  Poland  and 
the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics 
(included  in  the  President's  news  con- 
ference of  October  10) 

10  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  Republican 
Party  fundraising  dinner  in  Detroit, 
Mich    

14  Fact    sheet:    report    of    the    Domestic 

Council  Drug  Abuse  Task  Force 

14  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  Republican 
Party  fundraising  dinner  in  Hartford, 
Conn   


October  Page 

17  Appointment:  three  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Voluntary  Service  Advisory 
Council    1181 

20  Fact  sheet:  proposed  food  stamp  reform 

legislation   

20  News  briefing:  on  proposed  food  stamp 
reform  legislation — by  Earl  L.  Butz, 
Secretary,  and  Royal  P.  Shipp,  Deputy 
Administrator  of  Program  Operations, 
Food  and  Nutrition  Service,  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture 

20  Nomination:  John  L.  McLucas  to  be  Ad- 
ministrator of  the  Federal  Aviation 
Administration   1187 

20  Fact  sheet:  United  States-Soviet  Union 

agreement  on  grain  and  oil  sales 

20  News  briefing:  on  the  United  States- 
Soviet  Union  agreement  on  grain  and 
oil  sales — by  Earl  L.  Butz,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture;  L.  William  Seidman,  Assist- 
ant to  the  President  for  Economic  Af- 
fairs; Frank  G.  Zarb,  Administrator, 
Federal  Energy  Administration;  Deane 
R.  Hinton,  Deputy  Under  Secretary  of 
State;  and  Robert  J.  Blackwcll,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  Commerce  for  Maritime 
Affairs 

20  Nomination:  Michael  F.  Butler  to  be 
General  Counsel  of  the  Federal  Energy 
Administration   1188 

20  Nomination:  Charles  W.  Halleck  to  be 
an  Associate  Judge  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia 

21  Nomination:  Jack  M.  Eckerd  to  be  Ad- 
ministrator of  General  Services 1189 

21  Nomination:  John  S.  Irving  to  be  Gen- 
eral Counsel  of  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Board 1190 

22  Nomination:  Walter  L.  Cutler  to  be 
United  States  Ambassador  to  the  Repub- 
lic of  Zaire 1190 

22  Nomination:  James  W.  Spain  to  be 
United  States  Ambassador  to  the 
United  Republic  of  Tanzania 1190 

27  Nomination:  Ronald  J.  James  to  be  Ad- 
ministrator of  the  Wage  and  Hour  Divi- 
sion, Department  of  Labor 1194 
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27  Nomination:     eight    members    of    the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Harry  S  Tru- 
man Scholarship  Foundation 1194 

27  News  briefing:  on  the  meeting  between 
President  Ford  and  President  Anwar 
el-Sadat  of  Egypt — ^by  Ron  Nessen, 
Press  Secretary  to  the  President,  and 
Tashin  Bashir,  Press  Secretary  to  Pres- 
ident   Sadat 

27  Advance  text:  toast  at  a  dinner  honoring 
Egyptian  President  Sadat 

28  Nomination:  Peter  D.  Walther  to  be  a 
member  of  the  National  Labor  Rela- 
tions Board 1199 

28  Nomination:  David  W.  Oberlin  to  be 
Administrator  of  the  Saint  Lawrence 
Seaway  Development  Corporation 1199 

28  News  briefing:  on  the  meeting  between 
President  Ford  and  President  Sadat  of 
Egypt — ^by  Ron  Nessen,  Press  Secretary 
to  the  President,  and  Tashin  Bashir, 
Press  Secretary  to  President  Sadat 

28  Advance  text:  toast  at  a  dinner  at  An- 
derson House  hosted  by  President  Sadat . 

29  Nomination:  Joseph  A.  Nardoza  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Parole 1200 

29  Nomination:  Nathaniel  Davis  to  be 
United  States  Ambassador  to  Switzer- 
land       1201 

29  Appointment:  Edward  C.  Schmults  as 

Deputy  Counsel  to  the  President 1201 

29  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  National 
Press  Club  on  the  subject  of  financial 
assistance  to  New  York  City 

29  Nomination:  Mary  S.  Olmsted  to  be 
United  States  Ambassador  to  Papua 
New  Guinea 1206 

29  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  Republi- 
can Party  fundraising  dinner  in  Los 
Angeles,   Calif 

30  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  Republican 
Party  fundraising  luncheon  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, Calif 


October  Page 

31  Appointment:  James  E.  Douglas,  Jr., 
and  Stanley  R.  Tupper  as  United  States 
Commissioners  on  the  International 
Commission  for  the  Northwest  Atlantic 
Fisheries    1223 

31  Appointment:  Marshall  L.  Lind  as  a 
member  of  the  National  Advisory  Coun- 
cil on  Adult  Education 1224 

November 

3  Statement:  on  personnel  changes  in  the 
Administration  (included  in  the  Presi- 
dent's news  conference  of  November 
3)    

3  Biographical  data:  Donald  H.  Rums- 
feld, Secretary-designate  of  Defense 

3  Biographical  data:  George  Bush,  Direc- 
tor-designate of  Central  Intelligence 

3  Biographical  data:  Lt.  Gen.  Brent  Scow- 
croft,  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Na- 
tional Security  Affairs 

3  Biographical  data:  Richard  B.  Cheney, 
Assistant  to  the  President 

3  Biographical  data:  Elliot  L.  Richardson, 
Secretary-designate  of  Commerce 

4  News  briefing:  on  the  Republican  Con- 
gressional leadership  meeting  with  the 
President  to  discuss  tax  and  spending 
reductions,  energy  legislation.  New  York 
City,  military  assistance  to  the  Middle 
East,  and  consumer  protection — by  Sen- 
ator Robert  P.  Griffin  and  Representa- 
tive John  J.  Rhodes 

4  Nomination:  Roger  W.  Hooker,  Jr.,  to 
be  Assistant  Secretary  of  Transportation 
for  Congressional  and  Intergovernmental 
Affairs  1242 

5  Fact  sheet:  summary  of  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Visitors  to  the  United 
States  Air  Force  Academy 

5  News  briefing:  on  Egyptian  President 
Anwar  el-Sadat's  visit  to  the  United 
States — ^by  Joseph  J.  Sisco,  Under  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  Political  Affairs 

6  Appointment:  William  W.  Nicholson  as 
Director  of  the  Presidential  Scheduling 
Office  1246 
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November  Page 

6  Statement:  on  the  Senate  Select  Com- 
mittee investigation  of  National  Security 
Agency  intelligence  activities — by  the 
White  House  Press  Secretary 1246 

7  Advance  text:  address  before  the  Nevtr 
England  Council  in  Boston,  Mass 

10  Advance  text:  remarks  at  ceremonies 
commemorating  the  bicentennial  of  the 
United  States  Marine  Corps  in  Arling- 
ton, Va 


November  Page 
13  News  briefing:  proposed  legislation  to 
reform  motor  carrier  regulation — by 
William  T.  Coleman,  Jr.,  Secretary  of 
Transportation;  Edward  C.  Schmults, 
Deputy  Counsel  to  the  President;  and 
Paul  W.  MacAvoy,  member.  Council  of 
Economic   Advisers 

13  Fact   sheet:    the    Administration's    reg- 
ulatory reform  program 

13  Announcement:  the  President's  trip  to 

the  Far  East 1278 


11  Nomination:  William  H.  Walker  III  to 
be  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture  for 
Rural  Development 1264 

11  Nomination:  Andrew  W.  Breidenbach 
to  be  Assistant  Administrator  for  Water 
and  Hazardous  Materials,  Environmen- 
tal Protection  Agency 1265 

11  Appointment:  36  members  of  the  Ad- 
visory Committee  for  Trade  Negotia- 
tions          1265 

11  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  Republican 
Party  fundraising  dinner  in  Charleston, 

W.  Va 

12  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  par- 
ticipation in  the  forthcoming  Economic 
Summit  Meeting  in  France — by  L. 
William  Seidman,  Assistant  to  the 
President  for  Economic  Affairs,  and 
Helmut  Sonnenfeldt,  Counselor  of  the 
Department  of  State 

12  Appointment:  three  members  of  the 
Advisory  Commission  on  Intergovern- 
mental  Relations 1271 

12  Fact  sheet:  establishment  of  advisory 
groups  on  science  and  technology 1271 

13  Nomination:  Bob  Casey  to  be  a  Com- 
missioner of  the  Federal  Maritime  Com- 
mission          1276 

13  Appointment:  three  members  of  the 
President's  Committee  on  the  National 
Medal  of  Science 1277 

13  Fact  sheet:  proposed  legislation  to  re- 
form motor  carrier  regulation 


14  Advance  text:  remarks  at  North  Caro- 
lina Central  University  in  Durham 

14  Nomination:  three  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Inter-Ameri- 
can Foundation 1281 

14  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  Republican 
Party    fundraising    dinner    in    Adanta, 

Ga   

15  News  briefing:  on  the  Economic  Sum- 
mit Meeting  in  Rambouillet,  France — 
by   L.   William   Seidman,   Assistant   to 

the  President  for  Economic  Affairs 

16  Statement:  the  Economic  Summit  Meet- 
ing— by  the  White  House  Press  Secre- 
tary     

16  News  briefing:  on  the  Economic  Summit 
Meeting — by  L.  William  Seidman,  As- 
sistant to  the  President  for  Economic 
Affairs    

17  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  Economic  Summit  Meeting . 

17  News  briefing:  on  the  Economic  Sum- 
mit Meeting — by  Secretary  of  State 
Henry  A.  Kissinger  and  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  William  E.  Simon 1295 

20  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  swearing 
in  of  Donald  H.  Rumsfeld  as  Secre- 
tary of  Defense 

20  Fact  sheet:  measures  to  respond  to  dis- 
criminatory foreign  boycott  practices 

20  News  briefing:  on  measures  to  respond 
to  discriminatory  foreign  boycott  prac- 
tices— by  Edward  C.  Schmults,  Deputy 
Counsel  to  the  President 
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November  Page 

20  Nomination:  Robert  E.  Barrett  to  be 
Administrator  of  the  Mining  Enforce- 
ment  and   Safety   Administration 1307 

21  Nomination:  T.  Vincent  Learson  to  be 
Ambassador  at  Large,  Special  Repre- 
sentative, and  Chief  of  the  United 
States  Delegation  to  the  Law  of  the  Sea 
Conference    1307 

21  Appointment:  John  C.  Calhoun  as  Spe- 
cial Assistant  to  the  President  for  Mi- 
nority  Affairs 1308 

21  Nomination:  Richard  A.  Wiley  to  be 
General  Counsel  of  the  Department  of 
Defense    1308 

21  Nomination:  William  E.  Schaufele,  Jr., 
to  be  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for 
African  Affairs 1308 

22  Statement:  plans  for  a  White  House 
Conference  on  Handicapped  Individuals 
(included  in  remarks  at  a  White  House 
meeting)     

22  Fact  sheet:  White  House  Conference  on 

Handicapped   Individuals 

22  Biographical  data:  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Planning  and  Advisory  Council 
of  the  White  House  Conference  on 
Handicapped   Individuals 

26  Fact  sheet:  Nev^r  York  City's  financial 

situation    

26  Statement:  measures  taken  to  improve 
the  financial  situation  of  New  York 
City  (included  in  the  President's  news 
conference  of  November  26) 

28  Statement:  intention  to  nominate  John 
Paul  Stevens  to  be  an  Associate  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  (included  in  re- 
marks to   reporters) 

28  Biographical  data:  John  Paul  Stevens, 
Associate  Justice-designate  of  the  Su- 
preme Court 1326 

28  News  briefing:  on  foreign  policy  issues — 
by  Secretary  of  State  Henry  A.  Kissin- 
ger   

29  Advance  text:  remarks  on  departure  for 

the  Far  East 


November  Page 

29  Advance   text:    remarks   on   arrival   at 

Fairbanks,  Alaska 

29  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  birthday 
party  for  Senator  Ted  Stevens  in 
Anchorage,    Alaska 

December 
2  Nomination:  John  A.  Knebel  to  be  Un- 
der Secretary  of  Agriculture 1335 

2  Nomination:  H.  Gregory  Austin  to  be 
Solicitor  of  the  Department  of  the 
Interior    1336 

4  Nomination:  William  J.  Porter  to  be 
United  States  Ambassador  to  Saudi 
Arabia   1336 

4  Advance  text:  toast  at  a  banquet  honor- 
ing Vice  Premier  Teng  in  Peking,  Peo- 
ple's Republic  of  China 

4  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ings with  Chinese  leaders  in  Peking — 
by  Secretary  of  State  Henry  A.  Kissin- 
ger           1342 

5  Nomination:  J.  Charles  Partee  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of 

the   Federal  Reserve  System 1336 

5  Nomination:  Betty  Jo  Christian  to  be  an 
Interstate  Commerce  Commissioner.  .  .      1337 

5  Advance  text:  toast  at  a  state  dinner  in 
Djakarta,  Indonesia 

-6  Advance  text:  toast  at  a  state  dinner  in 

Manila,   the   Philippines 

6  Advance  text:  remarks  at  Pearl  Harbor 
memorial  ceremonies  in  Honolulu, 
Hawaii    

7  Advance  text:  address  at  the  University 

of  Hawaii  in  Honolulu 

7  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Hawaii 1358 

8  Nomination:  Thomas  C.  Reed  to  be 
Secretary   of   the   Air   Force 1359 

8  Nomination:  William  I.  Greener,  Jr.,  to 
be  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense  for 
Public    Affairs 1360 
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December  Page 
9  Nomination:  Peter  B.  Bensinger  to  be 
Administrator   of   the    Drug   Enforce- 
ment Administration 1364 

9  Nomination:  Mitchell  P.  Kobelinski  to 
be  Administrator  of  the  Small  Business 
Administration 1364 

9  Nomination:  Anthony  C.  E.  Quainton 
to  be  United  States  Ambassador  to  the 
Central  African  Republic. 1364 

10  Nomination:  Matthew  J.  Perry,  Jr.,  to  be 
a  Judge  of  the  United  States  Court  of 
Military  Appeals 1365 

10  Announcement:   disaster  assistance  for 

Oklahoma  1365 


December  Page 

15  Nomination:  Thomas  O.  Enders  to  be 
United  States  Ambassador  to  Canada.  .     1375 

16  Fact  sheet:  the  report  of  the  President's 
Panel  on  Federal  Compensation 

17  News  briefing:  on  the  findings  result- 
ing from  the  Public  Forums  on  Domes- 
tic Policy — by  Vice  President  Nelson  A. 
Rockefeller    

18  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  nine  Governors  to  receive  a 
report  on  the  state  of  the  States — by 
Governors  Robert  D.  Ray  of  Iowa  and 
Philip  W.  Noel  of  Rhode  Island 

18  Announcement:   disaster  assistance  for 

Alaska  1379 


10  News  briefing:  on  the  Republican  Con- 
gressional leadership  meeting  with  the 
President  to  discuss  his  trip  to  the  Far 
East — by  Senator  Hugh  Scott  and  Rep- 
resentative John  J.  Rhodes 

11  Nomination:  Robert  Ellsworth  to  be 
Deputy  Secretary  of  Defense 1367 

11  Appointment:  five  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Advisory  Council  on  the  Educa- 
tion of  Disadvantaged  Children;  and 
designation  of  Chairman 1367 

1 1  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  Senate  leaders  to  discuss  tax 
reduction  and  spending  limitation  leg- 
islation— by  James  T.  Lynn,  Director  of 
the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget. 

12  Fact   sheet:    Consumer   Goods   Pricing 

Act  of  1975 

12  Nomination:  Frank  A.  Shrontz  to  be 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense  for  In- 
stallations and  Logistics 1369 

13  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Washington 1373 

15  Nomination:  Stephen  M.  DuBrul,  Jr.,  to 
be  President  of  the  Export-Import  Bank 
of  the  United  States 1374 

15  Nomination:  Samuel  W.  Lewis  to  be 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Inter- 
national Organization  Affairs 1375 


18  News  briefing:  on  tax  reduction  and 
spending  limitation  legislation — ^by 
James  T.  Lynn,  Director  of  the  Office  of 
Management  and  Budget 

19  Nomination:  Deane  R.  Hinton  to  be 
United  States  Representative  to  the 
European  Communities 1382 

19  Statement:  Senate  action  to  prohibit 
United  States  assistance  to  Angola  (in- 
cluded in  remarks  to  reporters) 

19  Statement:  Congressional  action  on  tax 
reduction  and  spending  limitation  legis- 
lation— by  the  White  House  Press  Sec- 
retary         1383 

22  Fact  sheet:  the  Energy  Policy  and  Con- 
servation Act 

22  News  briefing:  on  the  Energy  Policy 
and  Conservation  Act — by  Frank  G. 
Zarb,  Administrator,  Federal  Energy 
Administration,  and  Alan  Greenspan, 
Chairman,  Council  of  Economic  Ad- 
visers   

22  Nomination:  Joseph  A.  Greenwald  to 
be  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Eco- 
nomic and  Business  Affairs 1394 

24  Fact  sheet:  report  to  Congressional  com- 
mittees on  the  status  of  Indochina 
refugees 

24  Remarks:  to  reporters  following  a  ski- 
ing session  in  Vail,  Colo 
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December  Page  December  Page 

Vol   12  31  Nomination:  Webster  B.  Todd,  Jr.,  to 

26  Appointment:  John  G.  Carlson  as  Dep-  be  a  member  of  the  National  Transpor- 

uty  Press  Secretary  to  the  President.  ...  1  tation   Safety   Board;    and    designation 

as  Chairman 10 

29  Nomination:  Willard  A.  De  Free  to  be 

United  States  Ambassador  to  Mozam-  31  Statement:  the  Bicentennial  year  (as  re- 

bique  2  corded  for  broadcast) 
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Appendix  B — Presidential  Documents  Published  in  the 

Federal  Register 

note:  The  texts  of  these  documents  are  also  printed  in  title  3 A  of  the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations,  except 
as  noted  below.  Texts  of  the  proclamations  and  Executive  orders  are  printed  in  the  Weekly  Compilation  of 
Presidential  Documents  for  the  period  covered  by  this  volume. 

PROCLAMATIONS 

Proc.         Date  Subject  40P.R. 

No.  197S  page 

4340  Jan.     22    National  Jaycec  Week,  1975 3553 

4341  Jan.     23    Imports  of  petroleum  and  petroleum  products 3965 

4342  Jan.     25    National  MIA  Awareness  Day 4115 

4343  Jan.     27    National  Poison  Prevention  Week,  1975 4245 

4344  Jan.     30    International  Clergy  Week  in  the  United  States 4891 

4345  Jan.     30    Extension  of  amnesty  program  for  Vietnam  era  draft  evaders  and  military 

deserters 4893 

4346  Feb.      1    Enlargement  of  boundaries  of  Buck  Island  Reef  National  Monument,  U.S. 

Virgin  Islands 5127 

4347  Feb.      1    Reservation  of  submerged  lands  adjacent  to  the  Rose  Atoll  National  Wildlife 

Refuge,  American  Samoa,  for  protection  of  marine  life,  and  of  submerged 

lands  in  Guam  and  the  U.S.  Virgin  Islands  for  national  defense  purposes. .  5129 

4348  Feb.      3    American  Heart  Month,  1975 5131 

4349  Feb.      6    1974  Census  of  Agriculture 5739 

4350  Feb.      6    Save  Your  Vision  Week,  1975 5741 

4351  Feb.    20    National  Safe  Boating  Week,  1975 7617 

4352  Feb.    24    Red  Cross  Month,  1975 8163 

4353  Feb.     28    Extension  of  amnesty  program  for  Vietnam  era  draft  evaders  and  military 

deserters 8931, 10433 

4354  Mar.     4    Loyalty  Day,  1975 10435 

4355  Mar.     4    Import  license  fees  for  petroleum  and  petroleum  products 10437 

4356  Mar.    20    Earth  Day,  1975 12985 

4357  Mar.    25    Armed  Forces  Day 13293 

4358  Mar.   26    Cancer  Control  Month,  1975 1405 

4359  Mar.   28    Enlargement  of  boundaries  of  the  Buck  Island  Reef  National  Monument, 

U.S.  Virgin  Islands 14565 

4360  Mar.    29    Termination  of  military  selective  service  registration  procedures 14567 

4361  Apr.      2    National  Farm  Safety  Week,  1975 15063 

4362  Apr.      5    World  Trade  Week,  1975 15861 

4363  Apr.      5    National  Maritime  Day,  1975 15863 

4364  Apr.      9    Law  Day,  U.S.A.,  1975 16293 
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Proc.  Date                                                                     Subject                                                                    40  F.R. 

No.  1975                                                                                                                                                                   page 

4365  Apr.  10  National  Defense  Transportation  Day  and  National  Transportation  Week, 

1975 16641 

4366  Apr.  11  Pan  American  Day  and  Pan  American  Week 16643 

4367  Apr.  14  Small  Business  Week,  1975 16829 

4368  Apr.  22  Mother's  Day,  1975 17977 

4369  Apr.  24  United  States-Romania  trade  agreement 18389,  34651 

4370  Apr.  30  Import  license  fees  for  petroleum  and  petroleum  products 19421 

4371  May  1  Older  Americans  Month,  1975 19419 

4372  May  7  National  Arthritis  Month,  1975 20255 

4373  May  7  Terminal  date  for  entitlement  of  Vietnam  era  veterans  to  certain  benefits 20257 

4374  May  10  National  Historic  Preservation  Week 20791 

4375  May  22  Prayer  for  Peace,  Memorial  Day,  May  26,  1975 22529 

4376  May  27  Father's  Day,  1975 23427 

4377  May  27  Import  license  fees  for  petroleum  and  petroleum  products 23429 

4378  May  28  Flag  Day  and  National  Flag  Week,  1975 23431 

4379  June  12  National  Day  of  Prayer,  1975 25429 

4380  June  23  White  Cane  Safety  Day,  1975 26667 

4381  June  27  Captive  Nations  Week,  1975 27637 

4382  Aug.  5  Imports  of  certain  cattle,  swine,  and  pork  from  Canada 33425 

4383  Aug.  26  Women's  Equality  Day,  1975 39493 

4384  Aug.  27  Citizenship  Day  and  Constitution  Week,  1975 39833 

4385  Sept.  8  National  Hispanic  Heritage  Week,  1975 41989 

4386  Sept.  8  Norwegian-American  Day,  1975 41991 

4387  Sept.  9  Fire  Prevention  Week,  1975 42165 

4388  Sept.  10  Columbus  Day,  1975 / 42167 

4389  Sept.  10  Veterans  Day,  1975 42169 

4390  Sept.  11  National  Saint  Elizabeth  Scton  Day  ^ 42315 

4391  Sept.  15  General  Pulaski's  Memorial  Day,  1975 42725 

4392  Sept.  15  Leif  Erikson  Day,  1975 42727 

4393  Sept.  15  National  School  Lunch  Week,  1975 42729 

4394  Sept.  15  National  Employ  the  Handicapped  Week,  1975 42849 

4395  Sept.  18  National  Hunting  and  Fishing  Day,  1975 43713 

4396  Sept.  24  Child  Health  Day,  1975 44537 

4397  Oct.  2  Japan-United  States  Friendship  Days 45791 

4398  Oct.  2  World  Law  Day,  1975 46085 

1  Proclamation  4390  is  printed  in  full  on  p.  1364  of  this  volume  as  an  example  of  the  proclamation  issued 
by  President  Ford  in  1975. 
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Proc. 

Date 

No. 

1975 

4399 

Oct. 

3 

4400 

Oct. 

13 

4401 

Oct. 

18 

4402 

Oct. 

25 

4403 

Oct. 

25 

4404 

Oct. 

28 

4405 

Nov. 

4 

4406 

Nov. 

4 

4407 

Nov. 

4 

4408 

Nov. 

5 

4409 

Nov. 

10 

4410 

Dec. 

31 

4411 

Dec. 

31 

Subject  40  P.R. 

page 

National  Forest  Products  Week,  1975 46087 

United  Nations  Day,  1975 48337 

Drug  Abuse  Prevention  Week,  1975 49069 

Country  Music  Month,  October  1975 50243 

National  Parkinson  Week,  1975 50245 

Wright  Brothers  Day,  1975 50247 

Thanksgiving  Day,  1975 51409 

Emergency  Medical  Services  Week,  1975 51613 

National  Farm-City  Week,  1975 51615 

Bill  of  Rights  Day,  Human  Rights  Day  and  Week,  1975 51617 

American  Education  Week,  1975 52583 

41  P.R. 

Imports  of  certain  beef  and  veal  from  Canada 749 

The  Bicentennial  Year 1035 


P.O. 

Date 

No. 

1973 

11827 

Jan. 

4 

11828 

Jan. 

4 

11829 

Jan. 

6 

11830 

Jan. 

9 

11831 

Jan. 

9 

11832 

Jan. 

9 

11833 

Jan. 

13 

11834 

Jan. 

15 

11835     Jan.     27 


11836 

Jan. 

27 

11837 

Jan. 

30 

11838 

Feb. 

6 

11839 

Feb. 

15 

11840     Feb.     18 


EXECUTIVE  ORDERS 

Subject  40  r.R. 

page 

Continuation  of  certain  Federal  advisory  committees 1217 

Establishment  of  Commission  on  CIA  Activities  Within  the  United  States . .  1219 

Establishment  of  Hopi-Navajo  Land  Settlement  Interagency  Committee.  . .  .  1497 

Membership  increase  of  Interagency  Committee  on  Handicapped  Employees.  2411 

Federal  executive  salary  schedule 2413 

Establishment  of  National  Commission  on  the  Observance  of  International 

Women's  Year,  1975 2415 

Withholding  of  city  income  or  employment  taxes  by  Federal  agencies 2673 

Activation  of  Energy  Research  and  Development  Administration  and  Nuclear 

Regulatory  Commission 2971 

Amendments  to  Manual  for  Courts-Martial,  United  States,  1969  (Revised 

Edition) 4247 

Transportation  Cargo  Security  Program 4255 

Extension  of  amnesty  program  for  Vietnam  era  draft  evaders  and  military 

deserters 4895 

Labor-management  relations  in  the  Federal  service 5743, 7391 

Amendments  to  civil  service  rules  to  except  certain  regional  office  positions 

from  career  service 7351 

Waiver  of  statutes  and  limitations  of  authority  for  American  Revolution 

Bicentennial  Administration 7353 
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E.O. 

Date 

No. 

1975 

11841 

Feb. 

28 

11842 

Feb. 

28 

11843 

Mar. 

18 

11844 

Mar. 

24 

11845 

Mar. 

24 

11846 

Mar. 

27 

11847 

Mar. 

28 

11848 

Mar. 

29 

11849 

Apr. 

1 

11850 

Apr. 

8 

11851 

Apr. 

10 

11852 

Apr. 

16 

11853 

Apr. 

17 

11854 

Apr. 

24 

11855 

May 

1 

11856 

May 

7 

11857 

May 

7 

11858 

May 

7 

11859 

May 

7 

11860 

May 

19 

11861 

May 

21 

11862 

June 

11 

11863 

June 

12 

11864 

June 

13 

11865 

June 

16 

11866 

June 

18 

11867 

June 

19 

11868 

June 

19 

11869 

June 

24 

Subject  40  F.R. 

page 

Establishment  of  Development  Coordination    Committee    to  advise    the 

President  on  foreign  assistance  programs  for  developing  countries 8933 

Extension  of  amnesty  program  for  Vietnam  era  draft  evaders  and  military 

deserters 8935 

Federal  executive  salary  schedule 12639 

Designation  of  developing  countries  to  receive  trade  preferences 13295 

Delegation  of  Presidential  authority  to  Director  of  Office  of  Management 
and  Budget  to  prepare  and  transmit  budget  reports  on  impoundment  of 

funds 13299 

Administration  of  trade  agreements  program 14291 

Exemption  of  Walter  C.  Sauer  from  mandatory  retirement 14568 

Extension  of  reporting  date  for  Commission  on  CIA  Activities  Within  the 

United  States 14885 

Establishment  of  Collective  Bargaining  Committee  in  Construction 14887 

Renunciation  of  certain  uses  in  war  of  chemical  herbicides  and  riot  control 

agents 16187 

Delegation  of  Presidential  authority  to  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  issue 

regulations  limiting  cheese  imports 16645 

Creation   of  emergency   board   to  investigate  railway  labor-management 

dispute 17239 

Functions  of  Hopi-Navajo  Land  Settlement  Interagency  Committee 17537 

Waiver  of  certain  provisions  of  the  Trade  Act  of  1974  for  Romania 18391 

Modification  of  membership  of  Energy  Resources  Council 19423 

Amendments  to  civil  service  rules  to  except  certain  regional  office  positions 

from  career  service 20259 

Authorization  for  increase  in  membership  of  Presidential  Clemency  Board . . .  20261 

Establishment  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Investment  in  the  United  States, 

and  Federal  information-gathering  functions 20263 

Inspection  of  tax  returns  by  Senate  Committee  on  Government  Operations . .  20265 

Establishment  of  President's  Advisory  Committee  on  Refugees 22121 

Federal  executive  salary  schedule 22531 

Classification  of  national  security  information  and  material 25197 

Withholding  of  city  income  or  employment  taxes  by  Federal  agencies 25431 

Federal  executive  salary  schedule 25579 

Membership  increase  of  Executive  Committee  of  President's  Economic  Policy 

Board 25663 

Designation  of  World  Intellectual  Property  Organization  as  public  inter- 
national organization 26015 

Delegation  of  Presidential  authority  to  Administrator  of  General  Services  to 

issue  joint  funding  regulations 26253 

Establishment  of  President's  Commission  on  Olympic  Sports 26255 

Exemption  of  Arthur  S.  Flemming  from  mandatory  retirement 26979 
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E.O.         Date  Subject  40F.R. 

No.  1975  page 

11870  July     18    Restrictions  on  use  of  poisons  for  control  of  predatory  animals  on  Federal 

lands 30611 

11871  July     18    SCORE  and  ACE  programs  transferred  from  ACTION  to  Small  Business 

Administration 30615,  30915 

11872  July     21    Federal  executive  salary  schedule 30619 

11873  July     21    Membership  increase  of  President's  Commission  on  Olympic  Sports 30617 

11874  July     25    Delegation  of  Presidential  authority  to  Director  of  Management  and  Budget 

Office  to  coordinate  agency  support  functions  for  Legal  Services  Corpora- 
tion   31737 

11875  Aug.     9    Delegation  of  Presidential  authority  to  Secretary  of  Transportation  to  study 

and  prepare  report  on  expansion  of  aviation  war  risk  insurance 33961 

11876  Sept.     2    Creation   of  emergency  board   to   investigate  railway   labor-management 

dispute 40501 

11877  Sept.     2    Federal  executive  salary  schedule 40797 

11878  Sept.    10    Termination  of  Presidential  Clemency  Board  and  transfer  of  certain  functions 

to  the  Attorney  General 42731 

11879  Sept.    17    Delegation  of  Presidential  authority  to  Secretary  of  Commerce  to  provide 

chemicals  and  substances  for  treatment  of  public  water  systems 43197 

1880     Oct.      2    Designation  of  certain  officers  in  the  Commerce  Department  to  act  as  Secretary 

of  Commerce 46089 

11881  Oct.      3    Delegation  of  Presidential  authority  to  Civil  Service  Commission  to  establish 

standards  and  procedures  for  Federal  agencies  in  the  withholding  of  child 

support  and  alimony  payments  from  employees  wages 46291 

11882  Oct.      6    Energy  Research  and  Development  Administration  added  to  membership  of 

river  basin  commissions 46293 

11883  Oct.      6    Federal  pay  increases 47091 

11884  Oct.      7    Design  of  coat  of  arms,  seal,  and  flag  of  the  Vice  President  of  the  United 

States 47469 

11885  Oct.     15    Federal  executive  salary  schedule 48491 

11886  Oct.     17    Abolishment  of  Culebra  Island  Naval  Defensive  Sea  Area  in  Puerto  Rico 49071 

11887  Nov.     4    Amendments  to  civil  service  rules  to  except  certain  regional  office  positions 

from  the  career  service 51411 

11888  Nov.   24    Designation  of  developing  countries  an  d  eligible  articles  for  trade  preferences .  55276 

11889  Nov.   25    Continuation  of  National  Commission  on  the  Observance  of  International 

Women's  Year,  1975 54765 

11890  Dec.     10    Simplification  of  security  clearance  procedures  for  U.S.  citizens  employed 

by  United  Nations 57775 

11891  Dec.     15    Closing  of  Government  departments  and  agencies  on  Friday,  December  26, 

1975 58792 

41  P.R. 

11892  Dec.    31    Membership  increase  of  Federal  Regional  Councils 751 

11893  Dec.    31    Transfer  of  certain  functions  from  General  Services  Administration  to  Office 

of  Management  and  Budget 1040 
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PRESIDENTIAL  DCX:UMENTS  OTHER  THAN  PROCLAMATIONS 
AND  EXECUTIVE  ORDERS 

Date  Subject  40  F.R. 

1973  page 

Jan.     10    Presidential  Determination:  Military  assistance  for  Cambodia 4258 

Jan.     14    Notice:  International  trade  negotiations  and  articles  which  may  be  aflfected  by  such 

negotiations  ^ 2659 

Jan.     29    Memorandum:  Sale  of  common  stock  of  Student  Loan  Marketing  Association 4631 

Jan.     30    Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals  ' 5630 

Mar.   24    PresidentialDetermination :  List  of  developing  countries  eligible  for  trade  preferences .  15377 

Mar.    26    Notice:  Articles  which  will  be  considered  for  designation  as  eligible  articles  for  trade 

preferences^ 13456 

Mar.   31    Presidential  Determination:  Sale  of  wheat  to  Egypt 18393 

Apr.    24    Presidential  Determination :  Waiver  of  certain  provisions  of  the  Trade  Act  of  1974  for 

Romania 20605 

Apr.    24    Presidential  Determination:  United  States-Romania  trade  agreement 20607 

Apr.    25    Presidential  Determination:  Funds  for  evacuation  of  Southeast  Asian  refugees  from 

South  Vietnam 20609 

May      8    Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals ' 21644 

May     9    Memorandum:  Designation  of  certain  officials  in  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission  to 

classify  national  security  information 21927 

May      9    Presidential  Determination:  Military  assistance  for  Spain 23433 

May    20    Presidential  Determination:  Military  assistance  for  African  countries 24887 

May    20    Presidential  Determination:  Military  assistance  for  Kenya. . , 24889 

May    22    Presidential  Determination:  Sale  of  SIDEWINDER  missiles  to  Brazil 24891 

June    26    Presidential  Determination:  Foreign  military  sales  credits  for  Ethiopia 31199 

June    30    Presidential  Determination:  Waiver  of  ineligibility  provisions  for  foreign  military 

sales  for  Ecuador 31201 

June    30    Presidential  Determination:  Sale  of  sophisticated  weapons  systems  to  Korea  and 

Jordan 31203 

June    30    Presidential  Determination:  Sale  of  F-5  aircraft  to  Ethiopia  and  Kenya 31205 

July       1    Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals  * 29000 

July     25    Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals  ' 32042 

Aug.     5    Presidential  Determination:  Military  assistance  for  Fiji 37205 

Aug.    17    Memorandum:  Designation  of  certain  officials  in  the  Commerce  Department  to 

classify  national  security  information 30139 

Sept.    10    Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals  ^ 42696 

Sept.   24    Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals  ' 44742 

Oct.      3    Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals ' 47438 


3  Printed  in  full  only  in  the  Federal  Register. 

3  Printed  in  full  only  in  the  Federal  Register.  Texts  of  the  messages  to  the  Congress  transmitting  the 
budget  rescissions  and  deferrals  are  printed  as  items  in  this  volume. 
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Date                                                                            Subject  40  P,R. 

1975  page 

Oct.     10  Presidential  Determination :  Military  assistance  for  Turkey 49073 

Oct.     20  Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals  ^ 49740 

Oct.     23  Presidential  Determination:  Sale  of  tobacco  and  wheat  to  Egypt 53223 

Nov.   18  Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals  ' 54192 

Nov.   24  Memorandum:  Consumer  representation  plans ^ 55092 

Nov.   29  Special  message  to  Congress :  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals  ^ 56802 

41  P.R. 

Apr.    16  Presidential  Determination:  Sale  of  rice  to  Syria 6233 

June      5  Presidential  Determination:  Sale  of  wheat  to  Egypt 6235 

Nov.   10  Presidential  Determination :  Eligibility  of  Somalia  and  Turkey  for  trade  preferences . .  2627 
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Appendix  C — Presidential  Reports  to  the  94th  Congress, 

1st  Session 


note:  The  following  is  a  listing  of  those  Presidential  reports  required  by  statute  to  be  transmitted  to  the 

Congress  at  fixed  intervals. 

Date  of 
White 
House 
release 


Subject 
Fishermen's  Protective  Act  of  1967 .  .  . 


Published 


Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability: 

1st  quarter 

2d  quarter 

3d  quarter 

4th  quarter 

Availability  of  Government  Services  to  Rural  Areas  (5th  annual) . 
Office  of  Alien  Property  (fiscal  year  1973) 


H.  Doc.  31 . 


Uniform    Relocation    Assistance    and    Real    Property    Acquisition 
Policies  Act  of  1970  (final) 

National  Cooky's  Anemia  Control  Act: 
2d  annual 

3d  annual 

Economic  Report H.  Doc.  2 . 

Sickle  Cell  Anemia  Control  Act  (2d  annual) 

Balance  of  payments  deficit  incurred  under   the  North   Atlantic 
Treaty : 

5th  quarterly H.  Doc.  55 

Final 

Corporation  for  Public  Broadcasting  (fiscal  year  1974) H.  Doc.  58 

National  Science  Foundation  (24th  annual) H.  Doc.  65 

U.S.  Arms  Control  and  Disarmament  Agency  (l4th  annual) 

Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  (9th  annual) H.  Doc.  81 

Cash  Av^ards  to  Members  of  the  Armed  Forces  and  the  Coast  Guard 
(fiscal  year  1974) 


International  Economic  Report  (3d  annual) 

National  Science  Board  (6th  annual) H.  Doc.  84 . 

Federal  Advisory  Committees  (3d  annual) 


Sent  to 

the  Congress 

Jan.  16. . .  .    Jan.    16 


Surgeon  General  (19th  annual) H.  Doc.  100 . 

Manpov^^er  Report  (l3th  annual) H.  Doc.  Ill . 

Trade  Act  of  1974  (E.G.  re  Romania) H.  Doc.  113 . 

National  Credit  Union  Administration  (5th  annual) 


Jan.  16... 

.    Jan.    16 

Apr.  9.  .. 

.     Apr.     9 

July  26... 

.    July  26 

Nov.  20.. 

.     Nov.  20 

Jan.  16... 

Jan.  23... 

Jan.  27....    Jan.    27 


Feb.  3 .  .  .  . 

Sept.  11... 

Sept.  11 

Feb.  4 

Feb.     4 

Feb.  6.... 

Feb.     6 

Feb.  20.. . 

Feb.  20 

May  27 .  .  . 

May  27 

Feb.  21 .  .  . 

Feb.  28... 

Feb.  28 

Mar.  3  . .  .  . 

Mar.    3 

Mar.  14... 

Mar.  18(S) 
Mar.  19(H) 

Mar.  18 

Mar.  20 . .  .     Mar.  20 

Mar.  21 . . .     Mar.  21 

Mar.  28(H)  Mar.  28 
Mar.  31(S) 

Apr.  10 

Apr.  24 .  . .    Apr.  24 

Apr.  24 .  .  .     Apr.  24 

Apr.  25 
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Subject                                                              Published 
Alaska  Railroad,  Operation  of 

National  Voluntary  Service  Advisory  Council  (1st  annual) 

Trade  Agreements  Program  (19th  annual) H.  Doc.  123  . 

Regulating     Nuclear     Exports — Domestic     and     International 
Safeguards H.  Doc.  131 . 

Federal  Railroad  Safety  Act  of  1970  (4th  annual) 

National  Advisory  Council  on  Adult  Education  (fiscal  year  1975). . .     H.  Doc.  143 . 

National  Council  on  Educational  Research  (1st  annual) 

National  Heart  and  Lung  Advisory  Council  (2d  annual) H.  Doc.  152 . 

Development  Coordination  (1st  annual) 

Coastal  Zone  Management  (2d  annual) 

Administration  on  Aging  (fiscal  year  1974) H.  Doc,  167 . 

Aeronautics  and  Space  Report  (1974) 

Natural  Gas  Pipeline  Safety  Act  of  1968  (7th  annual) 

World  Weather  Program  (7th  annual) 

National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities  (9th  annual) 

Civil  Service  Commission  (fiscal  year  1974) H.  Doc.  185 . 

National  Advisory  Council  on  Extension  and  Continuing 
Education  (9th  annual) H.  Doc.  189. 

ACTION  Agency  (fiscal  year  1974) 


National  Endow^ment  for  the  Arts  and  the  National  Council 
on  the  Arts  (fiscal  year  1974) 


Indochina  Migration  and  Refugee  Assistance  Act  of  1975:  ^ 

1st  report 

1st  supplementary  report 

2d  supplementary  report 


Sent  to 
the  Congress 

Apr.  25 .  . 
Apr.  30.  . 
May  1 .  .  . 

May  6  .  .  . 
May  8 .  . 
May  13 . 
May  14 . 
May  15 . 
May  22 . 
May  22 . 
May  27 . 
June  9 . . . 
June  9 .  . 
June  10. 
June  12. 
June  16 . 

June  18.  . 
June  23 .  . 

June  23 . . 

June  23 . . 
Sept.  25 . . 
Dec.  20.  . 


National  Heart  and  Lung  Institute  (2d  annual) 

U.S. -Japan  Cooperative  Medical  Science  Program  under  the 
International  Health  Research  Act  of  I960  (8th  annual) H.  Doc.  205 . 

International  Transfers  of  Conventional  Arms 

Hazardous  Materials  Control  (5th  annual) 

National  Corporation  for  Housing  Partnerships  (6th  annual) 

Federal  Council  on  the  Aging  (1st  annual) 


Administration  of  Radiation  Control  for  Health  and  Safety 
Act  of  1968  (7th  annual) June  27  . 

Occupational  Safety  and  Health  Act  of  1970  (3d  annual) H.  Doc.  115  .     June  27  . 


Date  of 
White 
House 
release 


May    1 

May    6 


May  14 
May  15 

May  22 
May  22 
May  27 
June     9 

June  10 
June    1 


June  27  .  .  . 

Julys 

July  10.... 
July  16.... 
July  22.... 
July  24.... 


June  18 

June  23 
June  23 


June  27 
June  27 
June  27 

July     8 


July  24 


1  Transmitted  to  the  House  Committees  on  the  Judiciary,  Appropriations,  and  International  Relations,  and 
the  Senate  Committees  on  Foreign  Relations,  Appropriations,  and  Judiciary. 


2058 


Appendix  C 


Subject 

Six  River  Basin  Commissions  (fiscal  year  1974) 

New  England  River  Basins  Commission 
Great  Lakes  River  Basin  Commission 
Pacific  Northwest  River  Basins  Commission 
Ohio  River  Basin  Commission 
Missouri  River  Basin  Commission 
Upper  Mississippi  River  Basin  Commission 

Commodity  Credit  Corporation  (fiscal  year  1974) 

National  Housing  Goals  (7th  annual) 

Rural  Telephone  Bank 

International  Atomic  Energy  Agency 

St.  Lawrence  Seaway  Development  Corporation  (1974).  .  . 

Federal  Prevailing  Rate  Advisory  Committee  (2d  annual) . 

National  Advisory  Council  on  Economic  Opportunity 
(8th  annual) 


Date  of 

White 

Sent  to 

House 

Published 

the  Congress 

release 

H.  Doc.  219 

July  24.... 

July   24 

Urban  Transportation,  Joint  annual  report  of  the 
Secretaries  of  Transportation  and  Housing  and  Urban  Development . 

National  Traffic  and  Motor  Vehicle  Safety  Act  of  1966  and 
the  Highway  Safety  Act  of  1966  (1974) 


Department  of  Transportation  (8th  annual) . 
United  Nations  (29th  annual) 


Federal  Coal  Mine  Health  and  Safety  Act  of  1969  by  Department 
of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  (4th  annual) 

Federal  Coal  Mine  Health  and  Safety  Act  of  1969  by  Department 
of  the  Interior  (1974) 

Automotive  Products  Trade  Act  of  1965  (9th  annual) 

Economic  and  Military  Assistance  to  Greece  ^ 

Discussions  with  Turkey  Regarding  Opium  Poppy  ^ 

Progress  in  Negotiations  of  Cyprus  Conflict  (1st  report) 

Federal  Ocean  Program  (1974) 


H.  Doc.  228. 

July  30... 
July  30... 
Sept.  3  . .  . 

H.  Doc.  234. 

Sept. 

3 

Sept.  3 . .  . 

Sept. 

3 

H.  Doc.  242. 

Sept.  8..  . 

Sept. 

8 

H.  Doc.  247. 

Sept.  10.. 

Sept. 

10 

H.  Doc.  250. 

Sept.  11.. 

Sept. 

11 

H.  Doc.  260. 

Sept.  23 . . 

H.  Doc.  274. 

Oct.  6.  .  . 
Oct.  21 .  . 
Nov.  3 . . . 

Oct. 

6 

H.  Doc.  293 . 

Nov. 

3 

Nov.  18.. 

Nov. 

18 

Nov.  26 . . 

Nov.  26.. 
Dec.  8.  .. 

.     Dec. 

8 

Dec.  8 .  .  . 

Dec. 

8 

H.  Doc.  317. 

Dec.  8.  .  . 

.     Dec. 

8 

H.  Doc.  321 . 

Dec.  11 .  . 

^  Transmitted  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  the  Senate   Committees   on   Foreign   Relations   and 
Appropriations. 
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Appendix  D — ^Rules  Governing  This  Publication 

note:  These  rules  are  reprinted  from  the  Federal  Register  of  November  4,  1972  (37  FR  23607),  and  title  1 
of  the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations. 


TITLE  1— GENERAL  PROVISIONS 

Chapter  1 — Administrative  Committee  of  the  Federal  Register 
subchapter  c special  editions  of  the  federal  register 


PART  10— PRESIDENTIAL  PAPERS 

Authority:  44  U.S.C.  1506;  sec.  6,  E.G.  10530,. 
19  FR  2709;  3  CFR  1954-1958  Comp.  p.  189. 

Subpart  A — ^Annual  Volumes 

§  10.1     Publication  required. 

The  Director  of  the  Federal  Register  shall  pub- 
lish, at  the  end  of  each  calendar  year,  a  special 
edition  of  the  Federal  Register  called  the  "Public 
Papers  of  the  Presidents  of  the  United  States."  'Un- 
less the  amount  of  material  requires  otherwise,  each 
volume  shall  cover  one  calendar  year. 

§  10.2     Coverage  of  prior  years. 

After  consulting  with  the  National  Historical  Pub- 
lications Commission  on  the  need  therefor,  the  Ad- 
ministrative Committee  may  authorize  the  publica- 
tion of  volumes  of  papers  of  the  Presidents  covering 
specified  years  before  1957. 

§10.3     Scope  and  sources. 

(a)  The  basic  text  of  each  volume  shall  consist  of 
oral  statements  by  the  President  or  of  writings  sub- 
scribed by  him,  and  selected  from — 

(1)  Communications  to  the  Congress; 

(2)  Public  addresses; 

(3)  Transcripts  of  news  conferences; 

(4)  Public  letters; 

(5)  Messages  to  heads  of  State; 

(6)  Statements  released  on  miscellaneous  subjects; 
and 

(7)  Formal  executive  documents  promulgated  in 
accordance  with  law. 

(b)  In  general,  ancillary  text,  notes,  and  tables 
shall  be  derived  from  official  sources. 


§  10.4    Format,  indexes,  and  ancillaries. 

(a)  Each  annual  volume,  divided  into  books 
whenever  appropriate,  shall  be  separately  published 
in  the  binding  and  style  that  the  Administrative 
Committee  considers  suitable  to  the  dignity  of  the 
Office  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

(b)  Each  volume  shall  be  appropriately  indexed 
and  contain  appropriate  ancillary  information  re- 
specting significant  Presidential  documents  not 
printed  in  full  text. 

§  10.5    Distribution  to  Government  agencies. 

(a)  The  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  distributed  to  the  following, 
in  the  quantities  indicated,  without  charge: 

(1)  Members  of  Congress.  Each  Senator  and  each 
Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  entitled 
to  one  copy  of  each  annual  volume  published  during 
his  term  of  office,  upon  his  written  request  to  the 
Director  of  the  Federal  Register. 

(2)  Supreme  Court.  The  Supreme  Court  is  en- 
titled to  12  copies  of  each  annual  volume. 

(3)  Executive  agencies.  The  head  of  each  execu- 
tive agency  is  entided  to  one  copy  of  each  annual 
volume  upon  application  to  the  Director. 

(b)  Legislative,  judicial,  and  executive  agencies 
of  the  Federal  Government  may  obtain  copies  of 
the  annual  volumes,  at  cost,  for  official  use,  by  the 
timely  submission  of  a  printing  and  binding  requisi- 
tion to  the  Government  Printing  Office  on  Standard 
Form  1. 

§  10.6     Extra  copies. 

Each  request  for  extra  copies  of  the  annual  vol- 
umes must  be  addressed  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  to  be  paid  for  by  the  agency  or  official 
making  the  request. 
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Third  century  goals,  377,  379,  400,  512, 
525,  530,  554  [17],  559,  560,  577 
American  Society  of  Newspaper  Editors, 

189 
American  Society  of  Oral  Surgeons,  617 
Amtrak  Improvement  Act  of  1975, 279 
Anaheim,  Calif.,  579 
Anchorage,  Alaska,  704 
Anderson,  Jack,  582  [7] 
Andrews  Air  Force  Base,  Md.,  523, 702 
Anemia  programs,  Cooley's,  545 
Angola 

Administration  policy,  739  [7] 
Cuban  involvement,  738, 750  [5, 21  ] 
Soviet   Union,   involvement,   695    [22], 

738, 739  [7, 8],  750  [5, 21] 
U.S.  military  assistance,  738, 750  [6] 
Anguilla.   See   St.   Christopher-Nevis-An- 

guilla 
AntibaUistic  missile  systems,  119 
Antitrust  violations,  70,  496  [8],  689 
ApoUo-Soyuz  Test  Project,  405,  406,  412, 

428,482,624 
Appointments  and  nominations 

Cabinet,  personnel  changes,  666  [12] 


Appointments  and  nominations — Con. 

Central  Intelligence  Agency,  Director, 
657  [1] 

Combined  Federal  Campaign,  Chair- 
man, 564 

Commerce  Department,  Secretary,  657 

[1] . 

Commission  on  CIA  Activities  Within 
the  United  States,  Chairman  and 
members,  19 

Commission  on  Federal  Paperwork, 
membership,  335 

Defense  Department,  Secretary,  657  [1] 

Domestic  Council 
Deputy  Director,  91, 92 
Executive  Director,  91, 92 
Vice  Chairman,  91, 92 

Domestic  Council  Committee  on  Illegal 
Aliens,  Chairman  and  members,  20 

Federal  Home  Loan  Bank  Board, 
Chairman,  678  [11] 

Interdepartmental  Committee  for  the 
Voluntary  Payroll  Savings  Plan  for 
the  Purchase  of  United  States  Sav- 
ings Bonds,  Chairman,  159, 627 

National  Center  for  Productivity  and 
Quality  of  Working  Life,  Chair- 
man, 721 

President's  Commission  on  Olympic 
Sports,  Chairman  and  members,  338 

President's  Panel  on  Federal  Compen- 
sation, Chairman  and  members,  328 

State  Department,  U.S.  Ambassador  to 
Great  Britain,  23 

Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  As- 
sociate Justice,  697 

Tennessee  Valley  Authority,  member, 
678  [17] 

Textile  Trade  Policy  Group,  Chairman 
and  members,  311 

White  House  Conference  on  Handi- 
capped Individuals,  National  Plan- 
ning and  Advisory  Council,  691 

White  House  staff 

Assistant  to  the  President,  657  [  1  ] 
Assistant  to  the  President  for  Domestic 

Affairs,  91, 92 
Assistant  to   the  President  for  Na- 
tional Security  Affairs,  657   [1] 
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Appointments  and  nominations — Con. 
White  House  staff — Continued 
Special  Coordinator  for  Disaster  Re- 
lief, 163 
Appropriations 

See  also  specific  programs 
Agriculture-environmental  and  consumer 

protection,  59 
Defense  Department,  64 
Education,  432,  433,  511  [7] 
Executive  Office  of  the  President,  160 
First  supplemental,  59 
Fiscal  year  transition  period,  100 
Foreign  assistance,  161 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  Depart- 
ment, 201,  681,  737 
Labor  Department,  737 
Labor-Health,  Education,  and  Welfare, 

59 
State  Department,  681 
Treasury  Department,  681 
United  States  Arms  Control  and  Dis- 
armament Agency,  96 
Urgent  supplemental,  59 
Areeda,  Phillip  E.,  93 
Arias  Navarro,  Carlos,  292  n.,  293,  459  n. 
Arkansas,  President's  visit,  483, 484 
Arlington,  Va.,410,411,  667 
Arlington  National  Cemetery,  278 
Armed  Forces,  U.S. 

See   also   Veterans,   specific   branch    of 

service 
Bicentennial  ceremonies 
U.S.  Army,  329 
U.S.  Marine  Corps,  6G7 
U.S.  Navy,  619 
Cambodia,  evacuation  of  U.S.  Mission, 

182,  183 
Combined  Federal  Campaign,  413, 564 
European  deployment,  101,  186,  281 
Federal  cost  reduction  campaign,  244, 

245,  722 
Memorial  Day  ceremonies,  278 
Middle  East  intervention,  36  [10],  45 
[2],  109  [2],  204  [7],  276  [5],  502 
[16],581[7] 
Military  deserters,  clemency,  36  [14],  58, 

113,243  [5],  566, 573  [12] 
Military  incentive  awards  program,  139, 

722 
NATO  participation,  186,  276  [2],  442 


Armed  Forces,  U.S. — Continued 
Pay  increase,  26,  28,  32,  46,  64,  143,  506, 

554  [15],  573  [12] 
President's  assessment,  488  [14] 
Prisoners  of  w^ar  and  missing  in  action, 

411,  552  [9],  600  [13],  716 
Republic  of  Korea,  presence,  316   [7], 

354  [9] 
Reserve    Officers    Association    of    the 

United  States,  103 
Retirement  pay  increase,  26,  28,  32,  64 
South  Pacific  action,  204  [1] 
SS  Mayaguez,  recovery,  256,  257 
Training,  678  [10] 
Turkey,  suspension  of  operations,  434, 

447,457,460  [2] 
Uniformed  Services  University  of  Health 

Sciences,  394 
U.S.  bases  in  Turkey,  387, 390 
Veterans  Day,  575, 641 
Vietnam  conflict,  36  [21] 
Arms  and  weapons 
See  also  specific  weapons  systems 
Biological  and  chemical  weapons,  37,  38 
Foreign  assistance,  161 
Foreign  military  sales  credits,  719 
Foreign  sales,  101,  109  [11],  260,  565 

[2, 11],  649, 719 
Military  assistance.  See  specific  country 
Nuclear  weapons,  290   [3],  354  [2,  9], 

475 
Tactical  use,  354  [9] 
Arms  control  and  disarmament.  See  Stra- 
tegic arms  limitation 
Arms  Control  and  Disarmament  Agency, 

United  States,  96, 119 
Army,  U.S. 
Bicentennial  ceremonies,  329 
Secretary,  376 
Training  stations,  678  [10] 
United  States  Military  Academy,  306 
Arts  and  Artifacts  Indemnity  Act,  740 
Arts  and  humanities 
Administration  policy,  554  [18] 
Federal  assistance,  346,  740 
Ash,  Roy  L.,  63 
Ashe,  Arthur,  417 
Asia 
See  also  specific  country 
Administration  policy,  475 
Asian  Americans,  477 
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Askew,  Gov.  Reubin,  654 

Assassination  attempts,  533,  534,  551,  583, 

615  [6],  616  [10],  655  [2] 
Athletic  Association,  National  Collegiate, 

22 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  69, 71, 72, 678, 679 
Atlantic  Fisheries,  International  Commis- 
sion for  the  Northwest,  584 
Atomic  energy.  See  Nuclear  energy 
Atomic  Energy  Agency,  International,  520 
Augusta,  Maine,  508 
Auschwitz,  Poland,  454 
Australia 

Christmas  Island,  Generalized  System  of 
Preferences  beneficiary,  668 

Prime  Minister  Malcolm  Fraser,  727 
Austria 

Chancellor  Bruno  Kreisky,  296, 298 

President's  visit,  296-300 
Automobiles.  See  Motor  vehicles 
Aviation 

Airport  development  programs,  64 

Regulatory  reform,  618 

Report  to  Congress,  313 

Soviet  transpolar  aviators,  348 
Aviation  Trophies,  Harmon  International, 
235 

B-1  bomber,  600  [11] 
Backfire  bomber,  666  [25] 
Baidukov,  Col.  Gen.  Georgi,  348 
Bakersfield,  Calif.,  165 
Balance  of  payments,  602  [8],  650 
Baltimore,  Md.,  379 
Banking  and  finance 
Arab  investment  in  the  United  States,  72 

[11] 

Discriminatory   practices,   international, 

109  [1,15],  689, 690 
Federal  regulation,  70 
Foreign  investment,  147 
Interest  rates,  138  [9],  144, 171,527  [10] 
Minority  banks.  Federal  deposits,  639 
Mortgage  foreclosures,  372 
Mortgage  insurance,  351 
Municipal  bankruptcy  legislation,  645, 

646,655  [8],  683, 695  [1] 
Municipal  bonds,  655  [8] 
Regulatory  reform,  144, 192, 196, 220 
Stock  market  transactions,  308,  616  [14] 


Baptist  Convention,  National,  553 
Baroody,WilliamJ.,Jr.,20 
Baudouin  I,  King,  287, 289  n.,  290  [  1  ] 
Beame,  Abraham  D.,  254 
Belgium 

Bilateral  meetings,  290  [4, 9, 10] 

King  Baudouin  1, 287, 289  n.,  290  [  1  ] 

President's  visit,  287, 289,  290 

Prime  Minister  Leo  Tindemans,  287 
Belgrade,  Yugoslavia,  466,  467,  468,  469, 

470 
Bell,  Jack,  563 

Belyakov,  Lt.  Gen.  Aleksandr,  348 
Berlin,  Four-Power  Agreement  on,  459 
Berlin,  West,  276  [3] 
Bethesda,  Md.,  307, 394 
Bhutto,  Zulfikar  Ali,  74 
Bicentennial  activities.  See  under  Ameri- 
can Revolution  Bicentennial 
Bijedic,  Dzemal,  145, 146, 468  n. 
Bill  signings.  See  Legislation,  remarks  and 

statements  on  approval 
Bill  vetoes.  See  Veto  messages  and  memo- 
randums of  disapproval 
Biological  weapons,  37, 38 
Birth  Defects  Prevention  Month,  March  of 

Dimes,  734 
Black  History  Week,  67 
Black  Press  Week,  130 
Blackburn,  Ben  B.,  678  [11] 
Blacks 

Administration  policy,  369 

Consideration  as  1976  Republican  Vice- 
Presidential  nominee,  678   [5] 

Economic  situation,  552  [6] 

Education,  676 

National  Association  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Colored  People,  369 

National  contributions,  553 

National   Newspaper   Publishers   Asso- 
ciation, 43 

Sickle  cell  anemia,  77,  530 

Voting  rights,  422 

Youth  unemployment,  243  [11] 
Bloembergen,  Nicolaas,  568 
Bonn,  Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  440, 

441 
Boorstin,  Daniel  J.,  672 
Bork,  Robert  H.,  485  n. 
Boston,  Mass.,   197,  552    [10],  554   [3], 
663,  664,  665 
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Boy  Scouts  of  America,  177,  530,  671 
Boycott  practices,  foreign,  109  [1,  15],  689, 

690 
Boys  Nation,  421 
Brand,  Vance  D.,  412,  428,  482 
Brandon,  Henry,  276 
Bratteli,  Trygve,  290  n. 
Brazil,    shrimp    agreement   with    United 

States,  320 
Brennan,  Peter  J.,  80 

Brezhnev,  L.  I.,  36  [23],  72  [4],  316  [5], 
456,460  [1,8,  13],  622  [4],  657  [14], 
666  [25],  695  [16] 
Broder,  David  S.,  666 
Brokaw,  Tom,  45 
Brooke,  Sen.  Edvi^ard  W.,  678  [5] 
Brooks,  Repr.  Jack,  192 
Brown  v.  Board  of  Education  of  Tope\a, 

Kansas,  565  m 
Brussels,  Belgium,  288, 289, 290 
Bucharest,  Romania,  461,  462,  463 
Budget,  Federal 
Congressional  oversight,   166   [5],   171, 

223,731,732 
Defense  spending.  See  under  Defense 

and  security,  national 
Deficit,  3,  26,  28,  32,  36  [12,  24],  39, 
46,  54,  62,  63,  64,  70,  72  [8,  16],  85 
[17],  89,  90  [1,  7],  125  [14],  164, 
166[5],167, 169, 171, 187,  195,252, 
288,  318,  354   [17],  436,  478,  511 
[3],  527  [2],  565  [17],  573  [5],  602 
[14, 18],  626, 647, 707 
Fiscal  policy,  602  [4] 
Message  to  Congress,  63,  64 
Rescissions  and  deferrals,  11,  59,  72  [9], 
133,  173,  201,  202,  248,  367,  437, 
541,  607,  635,  681,  705 
Spending  ceiling,  379  [1,  2, 10],  622  [13, 
18],  630,  652,  666  [26],  731,  732, 
737,750  [10] 
Budget  and  Impoundment  Control  Act  of 
1974,  Congressional,  59,  62,  64,  166 
[5],  167, 171, 367, 437 
Building  and  Construction  Trades  Depart- 
ment, AFL-CIO,  35, 580 
Burch,  Dean,  343 
Bureau  of  Alcohol,  Tobacco  and  Firearms, 

341 
Bureau  of  Indian  Aflairs,  10,  488  [4] 
Burger,  Warren  E.,  692 


Burns,  Arthur  F.,  204  [9],  602  [15] 
Bush,  George,  657  [1,  5,  6,  11],  663,  666 

[5],  678  [18],  733 
Business,  National  Federation  of  Independ- 
ent, 335 
Business  and  industry 
See  also  specific  business  or  industry 
Administration  policy,  335 
Advertising,  212, 554  [13] 
American  Revolution  Bicentennial,  com- 
mercialization, 530 
Antitrust  laws,  70, 496  [8],  689 
Arab  investments,  72  [11] 
Collective  bargaining,  134 
Corporate  investment,  39 
Corporate  tax  reduction,  614,  666  [1] 
Domestic  International  Sales   Corpora- 
tion, 554  [7] 
Energy  research  and  development,  580, 
582  [10],  600  [7],  616  [1],  621,  622 
[13],  742 
Fair  trade  laws,  192,  196,  220,  723,  724 
Federal  paperwork  reduction,  595,  602 

[2],  631 
Foreign  boycott  practices,  689 
Foreign  investment,  147 
Government-sanctioned  monopolies,  500 
Interest  rates,  171 
Investment  tax  credit,  69,  70,  71,  84,  602 

[8],  614,  616  [1],  623 
Job  creation,  502  [6],  508,  531,  579,  614, 

616  [14],  631 
Metric  system  conversion,  744 
Minority  enterprise,  369,  502  [9] 
Municipal  bonds,  655  [8] 
National   Center  for   Productivity   and 

Quality  of  Working  Life,  721 
Overseas  bribes,  396  [10] 
Payroll  savings  plans,  33 
Pollution,  527  [15] 
President's  assessment,  395,  500 
Price  increases,  64,  68 
Productivity,  602  [8],  616  [18],  742 
Regulatory  reform,  70,  220,  335,  392,  496 
[8],  500,  502   [2],  527  [13],  531, 
585,  602   [2],  618,  675,  723,  724 
Small  Business  Awards,  272 
Stock  market  transactions,  616  [14] 
Tax  reduction,  26,  28,  32,  64,  90  [3,  4], 

623, 629, 630, 631 
Trademark  Registration  Treaty,  519 
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Business  and  industry — Continued 
Windfall  profits  tax,  32,  60,  64,  70,  85 
[6],109[7],283,488[7],538 
Businessmen,  National  Alliance  of,  174 
Busing,  496  [6],  511  [6],  552  [10],  554 
[3],  565  [7,  8],  573  [10],  578  [9], 
620[5],622[17],648[2] 
Butterfield,  Alexander  P.,  396  [20] 
Butz,  Earl  L.,  159,  600  [3,6] 

Cabinet 
Personnel  changes,  666  [12] 
Relations  with  Congress,  750  [18] 
Cabinet  Committee  on  Crime  Prevention 

and  Rehabilitation,  341 
California 
Naval  petroleum  reserves,  28,  189  [11] 
President's  travel,  657  [17] 
President's  visits,  165-167,  169,  531-533, 

573,  574,  577-581,  647,  648,  650 
State  legislature,  address,  532 
Callaway,  Howard  H.  (Bo),  376, 396  [19], 
620  [6],  657  [12],  678  [1],  739  [6], 
750  [13] 
Cambodia 
Administration  policy,  125  [11],  138  [2] 
Cease-fire,  189  [2] 
Executions,  243  [12] 
Fall  of  government,  191 
President  Lon  Nol,  125  [11] 
Prince  Norodom  Sihanouk,  189  [2] 
Refugees,  182, 183, 347, 530 
SS  Mayaguez,  seizure,  256,  257,  276  [2] 
U.S.   humanitarian  assistance,  36   [13], 

125  [1,2,4, 11],  161, 179,347 
U.S.  military  assistance,  36  [13],  53,  107, 
109  [3,  21],  125  [1,  2,  4,  11],  138 
[13],  179 
U.S.   personnel,   evacuation,   182,    183, 
243  [10] 
Camp  David,  Md.,  516, 517 
Canada 
Natural  gas  pipeline,  527  [16] 
Oil  and  natural  gas  exports,  498, 648  [3] 
Prime  Minister  Pierre  Elliott  Trudeau, 
290  n. 
Cannon,  James  M.,  91, 92 
Cape  Verde,  Republic  of 
Generalized  System  of  Preferences  ben- 
eficiary, 668 
U.S.  recognition,  404 


Capitol  Club,  Kans.,  556 

Capitol  Page  School,  314 

Caplin,  Mortimer  M.,  Ill 

Caramanlis,  Constantine,  289  n.,  456  n. 

Career  Criminal  Conference,  590 

Career  Criminal  Impact  program,  341, 590 

Carey,  William  A.,  142 

Carlos,  Prince  Juan,  293  n.,  684  n. 

Carr,  Col.  Gerald  P.,  180 

Carter,  Jimmy,  678  [9, 19] 

Casey,  William  J.,  569 

Casselman,  William  E.,  II,  481 

Castro,  Fidel,  243  [8] 

CBS  News  interview,  204 

Ceausescu,  Nicolae,  460    [14],  461,  462, 

463, 464, 465 
Central  Intelligence  Agency 
Congressional    investigations,    125    [3], 
138  [15],  179,316  [1,  4],  551,  565 
[5],  573  [8,  9],  600  [4],  615  [5], 
657  [1,8],  659, 750  [9] 
Congressional  oversight,  204   [6],  479 

[6] 
Director, 324, 657  [1,4], 733 
Domestic  intelligence  activities,  582  [7], 

695  [3] 
Foreign  covert  activities,  204   [6],  565 

[3], 582  [7] 
Foreign  leaders,  alleged  assassination  at- 
tempts, 695  [3] 
Investigatory   commission,    19,   45    [4], 
125  [3],  138  [4,  16],  166  [13],  204 
[6],  243  [8],  316  [1,4,  8],  323,  324, 
479  [6],  565  [3] 
Legislative  proposals,  573  [9],  750  [9] 
Station  Chief,  745 

White  House,  clandestine  employees,  396 
[18,20] 
Century  Club,  664 
CETA.  See  Comprehensive  Employment 

and  Training  Act 
Chamber  of  Commerce  Executives,  Ameri- 
can, 585 
Chamber    of   Commerce   of   the   United 

States,  220 
Chance,  Britton,  568 
Chancellor,  John,  45 
Chargaff,  Erwin,  568 
Charleston,  W.  Va.,  669, 670, 671 
Charlotte,  N.C.,  271 
Chemical  weapons,  37, 38 
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Cheney,  Richard  B.,  657  [1] 
ChiangKai-shek,170,189[7] 
Chicago,  III,  395, 396, 397, 499, 500, 598 
Chicago  State  University,  397 
Child  Nutrition  Act  of  1966  Amendments 
of  1975,  National  School  Lunch  Act 
and,  609,  615  [8],  616  [15],  620  [11] 
Children.  See  Youth 
China,  People's  Republic  of 
Administration  policy,  179,  189  [3,  7], 

581  [3],  650,  716 
Chairman  Mao  Tse-tung,  706  n. 
Democratic   Republic   of  Vietnam,   as- 
sistance, 189  [5] 
National  women's  basketball  team,  696 
President's  visit,  581  [3],  657  [18],  695 

[6],  696, 706, 708 
Shanghai  communique,  706,  716 
Trade  with  U.S.,  622  1 14] 
U.S.  Liaison  Office,  Chief,  657  [12] 
Vice  Premier  Teng  Hsiao-ping,  706,  708 
China,  Republic  of 
Administration  policy,  189  [7] 
Military  sales  credits,  649 
President  Chiang  Kai-shek,  170,  189  [7] 
Chinese  New  Year,  66 
Chkalov,  Col.  Igor,  348 
Choi  Young  Hi,  353 
Christmas 
Message,  747 
National   Community   Christmas   Tree, 

lighting,  736 
White  House  staff  party,  728 
Christmas  Island.  See  under  Australia 
CIA.  See  Central  Intelligence  Agency 
CIA  Activities  Within  the  United  States, 
Commisison  on,  19,  45  [4],  125  [3], 
138  [4,  16],  166  [13],  204  [6],  243 
[8],  316  [1,  4,  8],  323,  324,  479  [6] 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  373,  374 
Cioara,  Gheorghe,  462 
Citizens  Conference  on  State  Legislatures, 

34 
Civil  Aeronautics  Board,  203,  392 
Civil  Service  Commission,  United  States, 

111,124,328,690 
Clean  Air  Act,  28,  64,  70,  72  [15],  364,  527 

[15],  616  [11] 
Clemency.  See  Executive  clemency 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  375 
CLOSE-UP  program,  172 
Coaches  Association,  American  Football,  25 


Coal 
Environmental  impact,  28,  152 
Mining,  28,  64,  75,  152,  270,  488  [9,  11], 

615  [10], 616  [16],  682 
Powerplants,  conversion,  741,  742 
Replacement  for  oil,  72  [15],  418,  527 

[6],  616  [11] 
Research  and  development,  152,  670 
White  House  meeting,  152 
Coastal  zone  management,  274 
Cocos  (Keeling)  Island,  Generalized  Sys- 
tem of  Preferences,  668 
Coflee  Agreement  of  1968,  International 

188 
Colby,  William  E.,  125  [3],  657  [1,  4] 
Coleman,  William  T.,  Jr.,  678  [18],  725 
Collective      bargaining      commemorative 

stamp,  134 
Colleges  and  universities 
See  also  Education 
Administration  relations,  138  [14] 
Commencement    and    convocation    ad- 
dresses 
Chicago  State  University,  397 
North   Carolina   Central   University, 

676 
Notre  Dame  University,  137 
Southern  Methodist  University,  560 
Tulane  University,  208 
United  States  Military  Academy,  306 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  264 
Yale  University  Law  School,  217 
Pepperdine  University,  574 
Private  institutions,   support,   574,   616 

[3] 
Stanford  University 
Hoover  Institution,  6 
School  of  Law,  577,  578 
Student  loans,  502   [19],  554  [4],  602 

[12],  616  [4,  9] 
University  of  Hawaii,  716 
Colombia 
Illicit  drug  trafficking,  748 
Joint  communique,  589 
President  Alfonso  Lopez  Michelsen,  586, 
587,589 
Colorado 
Flat  Tops  Wilderness,  726 
President's  visit,  485,  488,  497 
Combined  Federal  Campaign,  413, 564, 593 
Commerce,  Department  of 

See  also  specific  constituent  agencies 
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Commerce,  Department  of — Continued 
"E"  award,  490 
Secretary,  18,  20,  92,  227,  311,  627,  657 

[1],  689 
Under  Secretary,  311 

Commission  on  CIA  Activities  Within  the 
United  States,  19,  45  [4],  125  [3],  138 
[4, 16],  166  [13],  204  [6],  243  [8],  316 
[1,4,  8],  323, 324, 479  [6] 

Commission  of  the  European  Commu- 
nities, 290  n. 

Commission  on  Federal  Paperwork,  220, 
335 

Commission  on  Marihuana  and  Drug 
Abuse,  565  [19] 

Commission  on  the  Observance  of  Inter- 
national Women's  Year,  1975,  Na- 
tional, 24, 185 

Commission  on  Olympic  Sports,  Presi- 
dent's, 338 

Commission  to  Report  Upon  the  Assassina- 
tion of  President  John  F.  Kennedy,  166 
[13],  243  [8],  558,695  [19] 

Commission  on  Revision  of  the  Federal 
Court  Appellate  System,  342 

Commission  on  White  House  Fellowships, 
President's,  269 

Committee  on  Crime  Prevention  and  Re- 
habilitation, Cabinet,  341 

Committee  on  Federal  Pay,  Advisory,  328, 
506 

Committee  for  the  Implementation  of 
Textile  Agreements,  311 

Committee  on  Refugees,  President's  Ad- 
visory, 267, 415 

Commodity  Futures  Trading  Commission, 
392 

Common  situs  picketing  legislation,  501 
[3],  554  [16],  739  [4,  12],  743 

Communications 
Radio  regulations  agreement,  408 
Satellites,  313 

Community  Action  program,  12 

Community  Development  Block  Grant  As- 
sistance program,  167 

Community  Partnership  Act  of  1974, 
Headstart,  Economic  Opportunity, 
and,  12 

Community  Services  Administration,  12, 
248,  437 


Comprehensive  Employment  and  Training 
Act  of  1973,  32,  209,  554  [8],  616  [4, 
7],  662,  666  [13],  678  [8] 
Comprehensive  Oil  Pollution  Liability  and 

Compensation  Act  of  1975,  388 
Concord,  Mass.,  198 
Concord,  N.H.,  194, 195, 196 
Conference  Board,  39 
Conference  on  the  Law  of  the  Sea,  450, 

511  [8],  527  [5] 
Conference  on  Security  and  Cooperation  in 
Europe,  289,  290  [8],  316  [5],  354 
[11],  430,  439,  450,  459,  460  [13,  14, 
15],463,  472,  479  [7],  581  [8] 
Congress 
Budgetary  oversight,  166  [5],  171,  223, 

731,  732 
Combined  Federal  Campaign,  593 
Democratic  Caucus,  36  [9] 
Democratic  leadership,  meeting  with  the 

President,  115 
Federal  regulations,  review,  487 
Former  Members,  reception,  275 
House  of  Representatives 
Appropriations  Committee,  347 
Government   Operations   Committee, 

192 
International    Relations    Committee, 

347,387,597 
Interstate    and    Foreign    Commerce 

Committee,  192, 446 
Judiciary  Committee,  347 
Minority  leader,  597 
Select  Committee  on  Intelligence,  551, 
565  [5],  573  [8],  581   [9],  582 
[7],  600  [4],  615  [5],  678  [2], 
685 
Speaker,  48,  60,  75,  96,  100,  107,  143, 
154,  157,  160,  175,  181,  183,  210, 
215,  224,  225,  247,  257,  260,  312, 
359,  368,  390,  445,  447,  522,  597, 
621,  646,  668,  719,  720 
Visit,  112 
Joint  sessions,  28,  179 
Korean    war    veterans,    meeting    with 

President,  353 
Pay  increase,  620  [10] 
President's  relations,  45  [1],  316  [12], 
501  [5],  573  [7] 
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Congress — Continued 
Republican    Senate-House    fundraising 

dinner,  187 
Senate 
Appropriations  Committee,  347,  719, 

720 
Armed  Services  Committee,  733 
Energy  conservation  resolution,  149 
Filibuster  ruling,  125  [6] 
Foreign    Relations    Committee,    347, 

597,719,720 
Government  Operations   Committee, 

192 
Israel,  support,  letter  to  President,  299 
Judiciary  Committee,  347 
Majority  leader,  597,  686 
Minority  leader,  422, 597,  686 
President,  48,  60,  75,  96,  100,  143,  154, 
160,  175,  181,  183,  210,  215,  224, 
225,  247,  260,  312,  359,  368,  445, 
522,  621,  646,  668 
President  pro  tempore,  157, 257 
Public  Works  Committee,  446 
Select  Committee  To  Study  Govern- 
mental Operations  With  Respect 
to     Intelligence     Activities,    657 
[8],  659, 686 
Summer  intern  program,  423 
Congress,  communications  to 

See  also  Veto  messages  and  memoran- 
dums of  disapproval 
Administration  on  Aging,  report  trans- 
mittal, 280 
Aeronautics  and  space  activities,  report 

transmittal,  313 
Airline  industry,  regulatory  reform  leg- 
islation, message,  618 
Antarctic  Seals,  Convention  for  the  Con- 
servation of,  transmittal  to  Senate, 
730 
Assassinations  report,  letter  to  chairman 
and  members  of  Senate  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Intelligence,  659 
Automobile  emission  standards  legisla- 
tion, letters 
Congressional    committee    chairmen, 

446 
Speaker  of  the  House  and  President 
of  the  Senate,  445 
Budget  message,  63,  64 


Congress,  communications  to — Continued 
Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals,  trans- 
mittals, 59,  201,  202,  248,  367,  437, 
541,607,635,681,705 
Cambodia 
U.S.  assistance 

Letter  to  Speaker  of  the  House,  107 
Message,  53 
U.S.    Mission,    evacuation,    letter    to 
Speaker  of  the  House  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  183 
Central  Intelligence  Agency,  nomination 
of  Director,  letter  to  chairman  of 
Senate  Armed  Services  Committee, 
733 
Coal  mine  health  program,  report  trans- 
mittal, 682 
Coastal  zone  management,  report  trans- 
mittal, 274 
Consumer  protection,  letter  to  commit- 
tee chairmen,  192 
Cooky's  anemia  programs,  administra- 
tion, report  transmittal,  545 
Council  of  Economic  Advisers,  annual 

report,  70 
Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability, 
report  transmittals,  31,  176,  438,  687 
Crime,  special  message,  341 
Cyprus   conflict,   message   on   adminis- 
tration efforts  to  settle,  718 
Developing  countries 

Generalized  trade  preferences,  letters 
to    Speaker    of    the    House    and 
President  of  the  Senate,  154,  668 
Development      coordination,      report 
transmittal,  273 
District  of  Columbia  budget,  660 
Early   warning  system   in   Sinai,   U.S. 
participation,  letter   to  Speaker  of 
the   House   and   President   of   the 
Senate,  522 
Economic  Report  of  the  President,  68, 

70 
Energy  independence  authority  legisla- 
tion, letter  to  Speaker  of  the  House 
and  President  of  the  Senate,  621 
Energy  legislation,  letter  to  Speaker  of 
the  House  and  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate, 60 
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Congress,  communications  to — Continued 

Enriched  uranium  production  legislation 
Letter  to  Speaker  of  the  House  and 

President  of  the  Senate,  359 
Message,  358 

Executive  Office  of  the  President,  appro- 
priations, letter  to  Speaker  of  the 
House  and  President  of  the  Senate, 
160 

Executive  reorganization  authority,  let- 
ter to  Speaker  of  the  House  and 
President  of  the  Senate,  175 

Federal  Advisory  Committees  status,  re- 
port transmittal,  162 

Federal-aid  highw^ay  legislation,  mes- 
sage, 382,  383 

Federal  airport  and  airway  development 
programs,  message,  136 

Federal  Council  on  the  Aging,  report 
transmittal,  424 

Federal  pay  and  benefits  ceiling  legisla- 
tion, letter  to  Speaker  of  the  House 
and  President  of  the  Senate,  143 

Federal  pay  increase,  message,  506 

Financial  institutions,  regulatory  reform 
legislation,  message,  144 

Fiscal  year  1976-77  transition  period  ap- 
propriations, letter  to  Speaker  of  the 
House  and  President  of  the  Senate, 
100 

Food  stamp  program,  messages,  435,  634 

Foreign  assistance  authorization  legis- 
lation, letter  to  Speaker  of  the  House 
and  President  of  the  Senate,  260 

General  revenue  sharing  legislation 
Letter  to  Speaker  of  the  House  and 

President  of  the  Senate,  215 
Message,  214 

Greece,  economic  and  military  assist- 
ance, letter  to  Speaker  of  the  House 
and  Senate  committee  chairmen, 
719 

Highway,  traffic,  and  motor  vehicle 
safety  programs,  annual  reports, 
613 

House  Select  Committee  on  Intelligence, 
contempt  resolutions,  letter  to  chair- 
man, 685 

Indochina,  status  of  refugees  and  re- 
trieval of  assistance  funds,  reports. 


Congress,  communications  to — Continued 
letter  to  Senate  and  House  commit- 
tee chairmen,  347 

Inter-American  Treaty  of  Reciprocal 
Assistance  (Rio  Treaty),  transmit- 
tal of  protocol  to  Senate,  700 

Intergovernmental  Maritime  Consulta- 
tive Organization  convention, 
amendments,  transmittal  to  Senate, 
391 

International  Coffee  Agreement  of 
1968,  protocol,  transmittal  to  Sen- 
ate, 188 

International  Economic  Report  of  the 
President,  transmittal,  147 

International  whaling  operations  and 
conservation  programs,  report,  30 

International  Wheat  Agreement,  1971, 
protocols,  transmittal  to  Senate,  319 

Manpower  Report  of  the  President, 
transmittal,  209 

Military  incentive  awards  program,  re- 
ports transmittal,  139 

Motor  carrier  reform  legislation,  mes- 
sage, 675 

Municipal  bankruptcy  legislation,  letter 
to  Speaker  of  the  House  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  646 

National  Advisory  Council  on  Economic 
Opportunity,  report  transmittal,  544 

National  Advisory  Council  on  Exten- 
sion and  Continuing  Education,  re- 
port transmittal,  336 

National  Council  on  Educational  Re- 
search, report  transmittal,  253 

National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  and 
National  Council  on  the  Arts,  re- 
port transmittal,  346 

National  Endowment  for  the  Humani- 
ties, report  transmittal,  325 

National  Heart  and  Lung  Advisory 
Council,  report  transmittal,  259 

National  Heart  and  Lung  Institute,  re- 
port transmittal,  361 

National  Science  Board,  report  transmit- 
tal, 150 

National  Science  Foundation,  report 
transmittal,  114 

North  Atlantic  Treaty,  balance  of  pay- 
ments, reports,  101,  281 
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Congress,  communications  to — Continued 

Northern  Marianas  Islands,  Common- 
wealth status,  letter  to  Speaker  of 
the  House  and  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate, 368 

Nuclear  exports  and  safeguards,  U.S. 
laws  and  regulations,  report  trans- 
mittal, 241 

Nuclear  materials,  international  safe- 
guards, report  transmittal,  520 

Occupational  safety  and  health  activi- 
ties, report  transmittal,  363 

Office  of  Science  and  Technology,  letter 
to  Speaker  of  the  House  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  315 

Oil  import  fees  and  price  controls,  letter 
to  Speaker  of  the  House  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  225 

Oil  pollution  control  legislation,  mes- 
sage, 388 

Organization  for  Economic  Cooperation 
and  Development  Financial  Sup- 
port Fund,  U.S.  participation,  letter 
to  Speaker  of  the  House  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  312 

Polar  Bears,  Agreement  on  the  Conser- 
vation of,  transmittal  to  Senate,  699 

Radiation  Control  for  Health  and  Safety 
Act  of  1968,  report  transmittal,  362 

Radio  Regulations  (Geneva  1959),  par- 
tial revision,  transmittal  to  Senate, 
408 

Railroad  regulation  reform  legislation, 
message,  268 

River  Basins  Commissions,  reports 
transmittal,  425 

Romania-United    States    Trade    Agree- 
ment 
Letter  to  Speaker  of  the  House  and 

President  of  the  Senate,  210 
Report,  211 

Saint  Lawrence  Seaway  Development 
Corporation,  report  transmittal,  535 

Security  assistance  programs,  message, 
649 

Senate  Select  Committee  to  Study  Gov- 
ernmental Operations  With  Respect 
to  Intelligence  Activities,  report,  let- 
ter to  Senate  leadership,  686 

Shrimp  agreement  with  Brazil,  trans- 
mittal to  Senate,  320 


Congress,  communications  to — Continued 
Sickle  cell  anemia,  report  transmittal,  71 
SS  Mayaguez,  U.S.  actions  to  recover, 
letter  to  Speaker  of  the  House  and 
President  pro  tempore  of  the  Sen- 
ate, 257 
State  of  the  Union  Address,  28 
Surface    mining    legislation,    letter    to 
Speaker  of  the   House  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  75 
Tax  reduction  legislation,  letter  to  Speak- 
er of  the  House  and  President  pro 
tempore  of  the  Senate,  157 
Taxation    conventions,    transmittal    to 
Senate 
Iceland,  385 
Poland,  40 
Trade     Agreements     Program,     report 

transmittal,  226 
Trademark  Registration  Treaty,  trans- 
mittal to  Senate,  519 
Turkey 
Opium    poppies    control,    letter    to 
Speaker  of  the  House  and  Senate 
committee  chairmen,  720 
U.S.    military    assistance,    letter    to 
Speaker  of  the  House,  390,  447 
Uniform  Relocation  Assistance  and  Real 
Property    Acquisition    Policies    Act 
of  1970,  report  transmittal,  49 
United  Nations,  U.S.  participation,  re- 
port transmittal,  656 
United  States  Arms  Control  and  Dis- 
armament Agency 
Appropriations    legislation,    letter    to 
Speaker  of  the  House  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  96 
Report  transmittal,  119 
United  States-Japan  Cooperative  Medi- 
cal Science  Program,  report  trans- 
mittal, 384 
Vietnam,  Republic  of,  U.S.  assistance 
Letters  to  Speaker  of  the  House  and 
President  of  the  Senate,  181,  224 
Message,  53 
Vietnam  era  veterans  educational  bene- 
fits, legislation  terminating  eligibil- 
ity period,  letter  to  Speaker  of  the 
House  and  President  of  the  Senate, 
247 
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Congress,  communications  to — Continued 
Voting  Rights  Act  of  1965,  extension, 
letters 
Senate  minority  leader,  422 
Speaker  of  the  House  and  President 
of  the  Senate,  48 
World  Weather  Program,  U.S.  partici- 
pation, plan  transmittal,  317 
Congressional  Budget  and  Impoundment 
Control  Act  of  1974,  59,  62,  64,  166 
[5],  167, 171, 367, 437 
Congressional  Budget  Office,  573  [5] 
Congressional  Leadership   Research   Cen- 
ter, Everett  McKinley  Dirksen,  495 
Connally,  John  B.,  85  [8],  204  [12],  354 

[12] 
Connecticut,   President's    visit,    217,   629, 

630 
Connecticut  Association  of  Realtors,  629 
Connor,  John  T.,  19 
Conrad,  Capt.  Charles,  Jr.,  235 
Conservation 

Agricultural  production,  15 
Energy,  26,  28,  41,  46,  64,  69,  70,  85  [3, 
7],  120,  149,  354  [15],  364,  421,  488 
[1, 3],  600  [14],  616  [1],  741, 742 
Fishery  stocks,  584 
Gasoline  rationing,  32,  36  [1,  16,  24], 

45  [1],  71,  82, 109  [8] 
Wildlife,  30, 699, 730 
Considine,  Bob,  588 
Constitution,  U.S. 
Equal  rights  amendment,  24,  185,  307, 

396[14],578[2],616[21] 
25th  amendment,  109  [19] 
Construction  industry 
Common  situs  picketing  legislation,  501 

[3],  554  [16],  739  [4,  12],  743 
Highways,  84,  85    [3],   108,  622    [21] 
Housing,  351 

President's  assessment,  580 
Consumer  Advisory  Council,  230 
Consumer  affairs 

Agency  for  consumer  protection,  pro- 
posed, 220,  527  [12] 
Energy  efficiency  labeling,  742 
Federal  departments  and  agencies,  rep- 
resentation plans,  527  [12],  658 
Regulatory  reform,  192,  220,  341,  392, 
675,  678  [6] 


Consumer  Goods  Pricing  Act  of  1975,  723, 

724 
Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission,  392 
Conventions,   international.   See   Treaties 

and  other  international  agreements 
Cooley's  anemia  programs  report,  545 
Cooper,  Theodore,  370 
Corporation  for  Public  Broadcasting,  88 
Cotton,  price  support,  232 
Cotton,  Sen.  Norris,  266 
Council  of  Economic  Advisers 
Chairman,  20, 92, 3 1 1 ,  328, 626 
Report,  68,  70 
Council  on   Environmental   Quality,   20, 

554  [6] 
Council  on  International  Economic  Policy, 

311 
Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability,  31, 

176,328,438,486,687 
Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability  Act 

Amendments  of  1975,  486 
Courts 
Appellate  system  revision,  342 
Evidentiary  rules  bill,  5 
Federal  and  State  judges,  dinner  honor- 
ing, 692 
Judgeships,  increase,  7, 341, 400 
Municipal  bankruptcy,  jurisdiction,  645, 

646,648  [1],655  [8] 
Prosecution  standards,  7,  341 
School  busing  decisions,  511    [6],  552 
[10],  554  [3],  565  [7],  573  [10], 
622  [17] 
Sentencing  procedures,  341 
State  courts.  Federal  assistance,  400 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United   States, 
565  [8],  578  [1],  673,  678  [4,  7, 18], 
692,695  [9,  14,  17],  697,  750  [1] 
Crime.  See  Law^  enforcement  and  crime 
Criminal  Justice  Reform  Act  of  1975,  341 
Cronkite,  Walter,  204 
CSCE.  See  Conference  on  Security  and  Co- 
operation in  Europe 
Cub  Scouts,  671 
Cuba 
Administration  policy,  109  [10],  655  [9], 

739  [8, 9],  750  [8] 
Angola,  involvement,  738,  750  [5, 21  ] 
Premier  Fidel  Castro,  243  [8] 
Puerto  Rican  independence  movement, 
739  [9] 
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Curtis,  Thomas  B.,  184 
Cyprus 
Generalized  System  of  Preferences  ben- 
eficiary, 668 
Greece-Turkey  dispute,  73,  91,  166  [15], 
179,  387,  390,  427,  447,  479  [10], 
608,  718 
Security  assistance  programs,  649 

Daley,RichardJ.,396[ll,12] 

Dairy  products 

Imports,  232, 502  [3] 
Price  supports,  4 

Dallas,  Tex,,  558, 559, 560 

Danforth,  Jack,  557 

Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
186 

Davis,  Joe,  421 

Day  care  centers,  502  [13] 

Days  of  observance 
Black  History  Week  message,  67 
Black  Press  Week  message,  130 
Chinese  New  Year  message,  66 
Christmas,  747 

Day-of-prayer  proclamations,  416 
Independence  Day,  377 
Jewish  High  Holy  Days,  message,  521 
King,  Martin  Luther,  Jr.,  birthday,  27 
Labor  Day,  message  and  remarks,  513, 

514 
Lincoln,  Abraham,  birthday,  86 
March  of  Dimes  Birth  Defects  Preven- 
tion Month,  734 
Memorial  Day  ceremonies,  278 
National  Epilepsy  Month,  statement,  638 
National   Saint   Elizabeth    Seton   Day, 

proclamation,  546 
New  Year's  Day,  message,  751 
Ramadan  message,  605 
Red  Cross  Month,  104 
Thanksgiving  Day,  694,  695  [24] 
Veterans  Day,  575,  641 
Women's  Equality  Day,  1975,  message, 

504 
World  Environment  Day,  310 

de  Medici,  Marino,  276 

de  Segonzac,  Adalbert,  276 

de  Valera,  Eamon,  507 

Deepwater  Port  Act  of  1974, 8 

Defense,  Department  of 
See  also  specific  service  branch 


Defense,  Department  of — Continued 
Appropriations,  64 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense  for  Man- 
power and  Reserve  Affairs,  328 
Medical  and  dental  education,  financial 

assistance,  602  [12] 
Secretary,  324,  600  [17],  657  [1,  4,  14], 
666  [1,7],  688 
Defense  and  security,  national 
See  also  Intelligence  activities 
Administration  policy,  186, 187, 306, 567, 

663 
Congressional  action,  72  [7] 
Funding,  39,  64,  85  [10],  103,  106,  167, 
179,  186,  207,  306,  393,  492,  619, 
622, 626, 663, 666  [6] 
Great  Lakes,  miHtary  cargo,  502   [20] 
Military  appropriations,  612 
Naval  forces,  207 
President's  assessment,  492 
Security  assistance  programs,  649 
Deferrals,  budget.  See  under  Budget,  Fed- 
eral 
Demirel,  Siileyman,  289  n.,  457,  720 
Democratic  Party 

Congressional  leadership,  115 
1976  Presidential  candidates,  655  [11], 
678  [9, 19],  750  [16] 
den  Uyl,  Johannes,  255 
Denmark,  Prime  Minister  Anker  Jorgen- 

son,  289  n. 
Department.  See  other  part  of  title 
Departmental    Consumer    Representation 

Plans,  527  [12],  658 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  490, 491 
Desegregation,  school,  496   [6],  511    [6], 
552  [10],  554  [3],  565  [7,  8],  573  [10], 
578  [9],  620  [5],  622  [17],  648  [2] 
Detente,  36  [15],  189  [4,  5],  276  [3],  289, 
290  [2],  354  [10],  459,  492,  501  [8], 
502  [5],  530,  581  [8],  657  [7],  663, 
666  [19,  22],  695  [22],  739  [8],  750 
[5] 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Federal  assistance,  622  [3] 
President's  visit,  622,  623 
Developing  countries 

Administration  policy,  137,  179 
Development  coordination,  273 
Generalized  System  of  Preferences,  154, 
226,668 
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Developing  countries — Continued 

Natural  resources,  exports,  581  [5],  602 

[18] 
Trade  policy,  147 
U.S.  assistance,  273, 518, 649 
U.S.-Japanese  cooperation,  475 
Development    Coordination     Committee, 

273 
Dillon,  C.  Douglas,  19 
Diplomatic  missions,  foreign,  701 
Dirksen,  Sen.  Everett  McKinley,  495 
Dirksen    Congressional    Leadership    Re- 
search Center,  Everett  McKinley,  495 
Disaster  Relief,  Special  Coordinator  for, 

163 
DISC.  See  Domestic  International  Sales 

Corporation 
District  of  Columbia 
Budget,  660 

Employees  pay  increase,  143 
Djakarta,  Indonesia,  709 
Domestic  Council 

Advisory  Council  on  Social  Security,  126 
Crime  message,  341 
Deputy  Director,  91,  92 
Executive  Director,  91,  92,  311,  328 
Public  meetings,  554  1 9] 
Vice  Chairman,  91,  92 
Domestic  Council  Committee  on  Illegal 

Aliens,  20 
Domestic  Council  Drug  Abuse  Task  Force, 

628,  748 
Domestic  International  Sales  Corporation, 

554  [7] 
Domino  theory,  750  [23] 
Douglas,  William  O.,  72  [2,  10],  673 
Draft  evaders,  36  [14],  58,  113,  243  [5], 

566,573  [12] 
Drugs 
Dealers,  prison  sentences,  341,  532 
Domestic   Council   Drug   Abuse   Task 

Force,  628, 748 
Illicit  drug  trafficking,  341,  655   [10], 

720,748 
Lawr  enforcement,  341 
Marijuana,  decriminalization,  565  [19] 
Turkish  opium  poppies,  control,  720 
Duke,  Paul,  479 
Dunham,  Richard  L.,  91,  92 
Dunlop,  John  T.,  140,  600  [2],  739  [12], 
743 


Durham,  N.C.,  676 
Durkin,  Sen.  John,  573  [2] 

"E"  award,  490 

Economic  Cooperation  and  Development, 

Organization  for,  312 
Economic  Opportunity,  and  Community 
Partnership  Act  of  1974,  Headstart, 
12 
Economic  Opportunity,  National  Advisory 

Council  on,  544 
Economic  Opportunity,  Office  of,  12 
Economic  Policy  Board,  President's,  92,  539 
Economic  Report  of  the  President,  68,  70 
Economic  Report,  International,  147 
Economic  Summit  Meeting,  680 
Economy,  international 
Economic  Summit  Meeting,  680 
Financial  Support  Fund,  312 
Natural  resources,  distribution,  602  [18] 
Nev^  York  City  default,  effect,  657  [20] 
President's  assessment,  440,  518 
Recovery  rates,  460  [12] 
Report  of  the  President,  147 
U.S.  balance  of  payments,  101, 281 
U.S.  economy,  effect,  518 
U.S.-Japanese  role,  475 
U.S.  trade  policy,  2 
Economy,  national 
Administration  policy,  26,  28,  32,  318, 

395 
Campaign  issue,  72  [3, 13] 
Common    situs    picketing    legislation, 

effect,  743 
Congressional  action,  54,  129 
Economic  proposals,  foreign  reaction,  54 
Economic  Report  of  the  President,  68, 

70 
Energy  shortage,  effect,  537, 538 
Environmental  concerns,  527  [9] 
Foreign    investments   in    U.S.,   72    [11], 

615  [3] 
Income  tax  rebate,  effect,  36  [29] 
Inflation.  See  Inflation 
Monetary  policy,  138  [8],  204  [9],  511 

[3] 
National  Center  for  Productivity  and 

Quality  of  Working  Life,  721 
Nev^^  York  City  default,  effect,  657  [20], 

eee  [i3] 
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Economy,  national — Continued 
Oil  price  increase,  effect,  354  [14] 
Political  issue,  36  [5  J 
President's  assessment,  36  [19],  69,  90 

[1],  316  [6],  335,  369,  374,  410,  479 

[1,2],  496  [1],  502  [1],  511  [4], 

526,  527  [1],  554  [1],  573  [5,  6], 

579, 598, 650, 666  [9, 21],  670, 677 
Public  confidence,  72  [13] 
Recession,  36  [12,  27],  62,  64,  70,  72  [8], 

85  [4],  147,  166  [8],  167,  189  [10], 

204  [8],  410 
Regulatory  reform,  500 
State  of  the  Union  Address,  28 
Tax  reduction,  effect,  626 
Unemployment,  effect,  496  [3] 
Wage  and  price  controls,  36  [26] 
Education 
See    also    Colleges    and     universities; 

Schools 
Administration  policy,  234,  552    [10], 

554  [3] 
CLOSE-UP  program,  172 
Department    of    Education,    proposed, 

602  [3] 
Education  Division  and  Related  Agen- 
cies Appropriation  Act,  1976,  veto, 

432,433 
Federal  assistance,  234,  502   [11],  511 

[7],  554  [4],  578  [9],  602  [3],  616 

[4],  648  [3] 
Foreign  students,  716 
Handicapped  youth,  707 
Harry  S  Truman  Memorial  Scholarship 

Act,  6 
Impact  Aid  program,  433 
Indian  communities,  10 
Medical    and     dental    education,     602 

[12],  616  [9] 
Nurse  training,  3, 436 
Presidential  Scholars  program,  371 
Private  schools,  assistance,  496  [7],  502 

[11],  560,574 
Report  to  Congress,  336 
Student  loans,  55, 502  [19] 
Teachers  education,  financial  assistance, 

616  [9] 
Veterans  benefits,  247 
Vocational  education,  71,  234,  496  [9], 

554[8],602[11],616[4,7] 


Education,  National  Advisory  Council  on 

Extension  and  Continuing,  336 
Education,  National  Institute  of,  253 
Education  for  All  Handicapped  Children 

Act  of  1975, 707 
Education  Amendments  of  1974,  565  [7], 

578  [9] 
Education  Association,  National,  234 
Educational   Research,   National   Council 

on, 253 
Egan,  John  Patrick,  117, 118 
Egypt 
See  also  Middle  East 
Nuclear  reactors,,  655  [  1  ] 
President  Anwar  el-Sadat,  243  [2],  297, 
298,  299,  300,  316    [9,   11],  516, 
522,  565  [11],  642,  643,  644,  654, 
657  [25] 
Security  assistance  programs,  649 
Troop  disengagement  agreement  with 
Israel,  515,  516,  517,  522,  530,  552 
[7],  600  [8],  625 
U.S.  mihtary  assistance,  657  [25] 
Eielson  Air  Force  Base,  Alaska,  703 
Eisenhower,  John  S.  D.,  267 
Elderly  persons.  See  Aged 
Election  Commission,  Federal,   184,  527 

[4],  565  [13] 
Elections,  1976 
See  also  Republican  Party 
Campaign 

Contributions,  620  [6] 

Debates,  204  [10],  552  [11],  695  [7] 

Health  and   age   considerations,   666 

[17, 24],  750  [24] 
Issues,  72  [3],  166  [9],  204  [2],  219, 
243  [9],  354  [6],  488  [8],  573 
[10],582[11],622[16] 
Plans,  243   [4],  354   [13],  530,  620 
[12],  655  [3,  7],  657  [24],  665, 
666  [14,  16],  695  [15],  739  [6], 
750  [2, 11, 13,22,26] 
Primaries,  189  [14],  548,  573  [1],  750 

Democratic  Party,  Presidential  candi- 
dates, 655  [11],  678  [9,  19],  750 
[16] 

Election  reform,  129, 527  [4] 

President  Ford  Committee,  343,  620  [6], 
657  [12],  678  [1],  739  [6],  750  [13] 
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Elections,  1976 — Continued 

President's  candidacy,  45  [7],  72  [3], 
129,  166  [12],  204  [10],  243  [4], 
316  [10],  343,  386,  501  [7],  600 
[15],  622  [24],  666  [21],  739  [6, 

11] 
Public  opinion  polls,  750  [3] 
Southern  influence,  678  [20] 
Third  party,  effect,  678  [15],  695  [11], 

750  [17] 
Vice-Presidential    running    mate,     138 
[11],  204  [11],  396  [9],  501  [15], 
511  [11],  551,  552  [5],  565  [12,14], 
655  [4],  657  [2,  5,  26],  662,  666 
[18],678[5],733,750[14] 
Electric  utiUties,  321, 326,  615  [2] 
Elk  Hills,  Calif.,  28 
Elkins,W.Va.,611 

Emergency  Compensation  and  Special  Un- 
employment    Assistance      Extension 
Act  of  1975, 366 
Emergency  Home  Purchase  Assistance  Act 

of  1974, 351, 354  [1] 
Emergency  Housing  Act  of  1975, 372 
Emergency  Jobs  and  Unemployment  As- 
sistance Act,  32, 64, 209 
Emergency  Livestock  Credit  Act  amend- 
ments, 332 
Emergency  Petroleum  Allocation  Act  of 

1975,  594 
Emergency  Unemployment  Compensation 

Act,  32, 64,  209 
Employment  and  unemployment 
Administration  policy,  138  [10] 
Campaign  issue,  72  [3],  354  [6] 
Construction,  Federal  assistance,  309 
Economic  impact,  72  [16],  496  [3] 
Eflect  on  cities,  72  [6] 
Ex-convicts,  341 

Federal  assistance,  32,  64,  70,  72  [6],  109 

[9],  125  [12],  169,  209,  288,  366, 

369,  372,  511  [2,  7],  512,  554  [8], 

573  [5],  616  [4,  7],  678  [8] 

Federal  employment,  equal  opportunity, 

124 
Foreign  boycott  practices,  689,  690 
Handicapped  persons,  156, 174 
Highway  construction,  85  [3] 
Illegal  aliens,  109  [18] 
Job  Corps,  52 


Employment  and  unemployment — ^Con. 

Job  creation,  502  [6,  7],  508,  579,  580, 
623,  631 

Manpow^er  Report  of  the  President,  209 

Minority  groups,  124,  141,  142,  243  [11], 
282,  410,  496  [5],  502  [7],  602  [9, 
10],  616  [7,  8, 10] 

Mortgage  payment  relief,  351 

President's  assessment,  36  [19],  54,  68, 
85  [5,  18],  90  [2,  4],  125  [12],  243 
[11],  316  [6],  354  [6,  17],  396  [6], 
479  [1,2],  501  [1,2],  502  [4],  508, 
510,  511  [2,  4],  514,  526,  527  [3], 
531,  557,  622  [23],  650,  666.  [23], 
750  [10] 

Public  works  projects,  479  [2],  602  [15], 
616  [6, 12],  622  [21],  662,  666  [13], 
678  [8] 

Safety  and  health  programs,  65,  363,  682 

Unemployment  benefits,  32,  64,  209,  366, 
501  [2],  508, 666  [13] 

Veterans,  156, 174,  502  [7] 

Vocational  education,  71,  234,  496  [9], 
554[8],602[11],616[4,7] 

Women,  124,185,209 

Youth,  172,  174,  178,  243  [11],  333,  511 
[7],544[8],602[9],617[7] 
Energy 

See  also  specific  energy  resource 

Administration  policy,  26,  28,  32,  36 
[1,  8],  82,  85  [2,  6],  90  [1],  108, 
283,318,321,395 

Agency  reorganization,  29 

Agricultural  requirements,  84,  502  [17] 

Campaign  issue,  488  [8] 

Coastal  zone  management,  274 

Congressional  action,  42,  45  [1],  54,  69, 
72  [5],  82,84,90  [1],  91,  99,  108, 
109  [4,20],  115,120,  121,  135,149, 
167,  225,  283,  356,  402,  418,  420, 
460  [5],  488  [1],511  [1],  512,  517, 
526,  528,  530,  537,  538,  542,  548, 
571,573  [6],  592,  594,  602  [1],  622 
[16],  678  [13] 

Conservation,  26,  28,  41,  46,  64,  69,  70, 
85  [3,7],  120,  149,  354  [15],  364, 
421,488  [1,3],  600  [14],  616  [1], 
741,742 
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Energy — Continued 
Economic  impact,  537, 538 
Efficiency  labeling,  742 
Environmental  impact,  28,  70,  496  [2], 

615  [10],  616  [11] 
Home  insulation  standards,  28 
International  interdependence,  54,  179, 

498 
International  organization,  64,  179,  460 

[17],  498, 552  [8] 
Land  use,  488  [5,9] 
Legislation,  60,  666  [15],  739  [3] 
Mining  reclamation  legislation,  270 
New  England  situation,  510,  511   [2], 

548 
Powerplants,  28 
President's  assessment,  488  [1],  509,  512, 

526, 557, 612, 666  [9],  670 
Prices,  70 

Project  Independence,  488  [13] 
Public  utilities,  28,  60,  321,  326,  395, 

554  [13],  615  [23] 
Research  and  development,  28, 29,  46,  60, 

64,69,70,71,82,85  [6,  19],  90  [5], 

108,  152,  488  [2,  5,  12],  562,  580, 

581  [1],582  [101,600  [7],  616  [1], 
620  [4],  621,  622  [13],  663,  741, 
742 

State  of  the  Union  Address,  28 
Taxation,  28,  36  [25],  60,  90  [2],  121, 

582  [9] 
U.S.-Japanese  cooperation,  475 
Unemployment,  impact,  538 

Energy  Independence  Act  of  1975,  60,  621 

Energy  independence  authority,  proposed, 
580,  581  [1],  582  [10],  600  [7],  616 
[1],620[4],621,622[13],663 

Energy  Policy  and  Conservation  Act,  741, 
742 

Energy  Research  and  Development  Ad- 
ministration, 29,  64,  358,  359,  488  [9] 

Energy  Resources  Council 
Chairman,  227 
Executive  Director,  92 
Natural  gas  shortages,  661 

Energy  Supply  and  Environmental  Coor- 
dination Act,  28 

England.  See  United  Kingdom 


Environment 

Administration  policy,  72  [15],  373 
Agricultural  production,  15 
Air  pollution,  26,  28,  32,  64,  70,  72  [15], 
108,  364,  445,  446,  527  [15],  616 

Campaign  issue,  488  [8J 

Coal,  28,  152 

Economic  tradeofiF,  527  [9] 

Energy  impact,  28,  70,  496  [2],  615  [10], 

616  [11] 
Federal  pollution  standards,  527  [15] 
Mining  legislation,  75,  615    [10],  616 

[16] 
Nuclear  pow^erplant  siting,  488  [6] 
Oil  pollution  control  legislation,  388 
Research,  373 

United  Nations  Conference  on  the  Hu- 
man Environment,  310 
Water  and  sewage  programs,  622  [21  ] 
World  Environment  Day,  310 
World  Weather  Program,  317 
Environmental  Protection  Agency,  20,  92, 

364,496  [2] 
Environmental  Research  Center,  National, 

373 
EPA.  See  Environmental  Protection  Agen- 
cy 
Epilepsy  Month,  National,  638 
Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Commis- 
sion, 141,  142,  282,  496  [5],  602  [10], 
616  [8, 10] 
Equal  employment  opportunity  program, 

124 
Equal  rights  amendment,  24,  185,  307,  396 

[14],578[2],616[21] 
Equal  time  provision,  615  [11] 
ERA.  See  Equal  rights  amendment 
ERDA.  See  Energy  Research  and  Develop- 
ment Administration 
Esch  amendment,  565  [7],  573  [10],  578 

[9],  622  [17] 
Estonia,  430 
Ethiopia 
Haile  Selassie,  505 
Security  assistance  programs,  649 
Europe 

Commission  of  the  European  Communi- 
ties, 290  n. 
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Europe — Continued 

Conference  on  Security  and  Cooperation 
in  Europe,  289,  290  [8],  316  [5], 
354  [11],  430,  439,  450,  459,  460 
[13,  14,  15],  463,  472,  479  [7],  581 

[8] 
East-West  relations,  430,  459,  479  [7] 
Economy,  460  [12] 
Mutual  and  balanced  force  reductions, 

64,  119,  440,  450,  459,  460  [3],  479 

President's  visits.  See  specific  country 
U.S.   Armed   Forces,   deployment,    101, 

186,281 
U.S.  relations,  276  [2,4,8] 
European  Economic  Community,  276  [8], 

668,  718 
European  journalists,  interview,  276 
Everett  McKinley  Dirksen  Congressional 

Leadership  Research  Center,  495 
Exchange  Stabilization  Fund,  312 
Executive  clemency 
Draft  evaders  and  military  deserters,  36 
[14],58, 113,243[5],566,573[12] 
Nixon,  Richard  M.,  pardon,  396  [5] 
Watergate  figures,  109  [13] 
Executive  Office  of  the  President 
Appropriations,  160 
Budget,  72  [19] 
Executive  Orders 
See  also  Appendix  B 
Commission  on  CIA  Activities  Within 
the  United  States,  establishment,  19 
Energy  Research  and  Development  Ad- 
ministration, activation,  29 
Federal  labor-management  relations  in 

the  Federal  service,  76 
National  Commission  on  the  Observance 
of    International    Women's    Year, 
1975,  establishment,  24 
Nuclear    Regulatory    Commission,    ac- 
tivation, 29 
Presidential  Clemency  Board,  termina- 
tion, 566 
President's  Advisory  Committee  on  Ref- 
ugees, establishment,  267 
President's    Commission    on    Olympic 
Sports,  establishment,  338 
Executive  privilege,  685 
Executive  Protective  Service,  701 
Executive  reorganization  authority,  175 


Eximbank.    See   Export-Import    Bank   of 

the  United  States 
Explorer   Presidents'   Congress,  National, 

177 
Export-Import  Bank  of  the  United  States, 

569 
Exports 
See  also  Trade 
Agricultural  commodities,  85   [9],  502 

[3],  554 
Dairy  products,  502  [3] 
Enriched  uranium,  358 
Grain,  78,  396  [13],  460  [10],  490,  497 
[1,  4],  511  [3,  12],  528,  539,  548, 
552  [8],  554  [2],  571,  581  [6],  582 
[81,598,600  [1,6],  602  [1,5,7,13], 
616  [5],  620  [7],  622  [1],  636,  650, 
750  [7] 
Nuclear  materials,  241, 276  [6] 

F.  Edward  Hebert  Library,  206 
F-16aircraft,565[2],578[5] 
FAA.  See  Federal  Aviation  Administra- 
tion 
Fabiola,  Queen,  287 
Fair  trade  laws,  192, 196, 220, 723, 724 
Fairbanks,  Alaska,  703 
Faisal  Ibn  Abdul  Aziz,  155 
Far  East  trip.  See  China,  People's  Republic 

of;  Indonesia;  Philippines 
Farm  Family  of  the  Year,  National,  409 
Farmers  Home  Administration,  409 
Farming.  See  Agriculture  and  agricultural 

programs 
FBI.  See  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
FEA.  See  Federal  Energy  Administration 
Federal  Advisory  Committees,  162 
Federal-Aid    Highway    Amendments    of 

1974,  11 
Federal  Aviation  Administration,  749 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 

See  also  Intelligence  activities 

Director,  648  [8] 

Information  on  citizens,  72  [2,  10] 

Investigatory  files,  45  [5] 

J.  Edgar  Hoover  F.B.I.  Building,  dedica- 
tion, 596 

La  Guardia  Airport,  bombing  incident, 
investigation,  749 

Lee  Harvey  Oswald  letter,  558 
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Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation — Con. 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.,  actions  con- 
cerning, 695  [10] 
Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons,  341 
Federal  Communications  Commission,  392 
Federal  cost  reduction  campaign,  244,  245, 

722 
Federal  Council  on  the  Aging,  424 
Federal  Council  on  the  Arts  and  Humani- 
ties, 740 
Federal  Criminal  Code,  reform,  341,  532 
Federal  departments  and  agencies 

See  also  Memorandums  to  Federal  offi- 
cials and  agencies;  specific  depart- 
ment or  agency 
Budget  cuts,  626 

Cabinet  members,  relations  with  Con- 
gress, 750  [18] 
Consumer    representation    plans,    527 

[12],  658 
Federal  Advisory  Committees,  162 
Government    programs,    consolidation, 

750  [19] 
Information  disclosure,  1 
Paperwork  reduction,  500,  595,  602  [2], 

631 
Political  philosophy  of  Presidential  ap- 
pointees, 615  [7] 
Privacy  Act  of   1974,  implementation, 

595 
Regulations,  Congressional  review,  487 
Reorganization,  175,  678  [9] 
Federal   Drug   Enforcement   Administra- 
tion, 341 
Federal  Election  Commission,  184, 527  [4], 

565  [13] 
Federal  employees 

Civil  service  merit  system,  111 
Combined  Federal  Campaign,  413,  564, 

593 
Compensation  systems,  328 
Discriminatory  foreign  policies,  689,  690 
Equal  opportunity,  124 
Federal  cost  reduction  campaign,  244, 

245,  722 
Federal  Summer  Intern  program,  178 
Handicapped  persons,  156 
Labor-management  relations,  16 
Occupational  safety  and  health  programs, 
65 


Federal  employees — Continued 
Pay  increase,  26,  28,  32,  46,  64,  143,  328, 

506,554  [15],  729 
Personnel  reduction,  500,  501   [4],  502 

[1],737 
Retirement  pay,  increase,  26,  28,  32,  64 
Strikes,  582  [1] 
Travel  expense  allowances,  21 
U.S.  Savings  Bonds  program,  159,  627 
White  House  Fellowship  program,  269 
Federal  Energy  Administration 
Administrator,  121,  496  [2],  564,  593, 

661 
Natural  gas  shortages,  interagency  task 

force,  661 
Oil  price  controls,  225 
Federal  Executive  Boards,  151 
Federal    Government,    President's    assess- 
ment, 371, 396  [16] 
Federal  Home  Loan  Bank  Board,  678  [11] 
Federal  Housing  Administration,  243  [15] 
Federal  Incentive  Awards  program,  722 
Federal  Labor  Relations  Council,  76 
Federal  Law  Enforcement  Training  Cen- 
ter, 367 
Federal  Maritime  Commission,  392 
Federal  Power  Commission,  127,  392 
Federal  Regional  Councils,  616  [19] 
Federal  Reserve  System 
Chairman,  602  [15] 
Member,  403 

Monetary  policy,  204  [9],  511  [3],  565 
[17],  602  [4] 
Federal  spending 

See  also  Appropriations 
Congressional  action,  164,  220,  223 
Cost  reduction  campaign,  244,  245,  722 
Defense  spending.  See  under  Defense 

and  security,  national 
Deficit  spending,  3,  26,  28,  32,  36  [12, 
24],  39,  46,  54,  62,  63,  64,  70,  72 
[8,  16],  85  [17],  89,  90  [1,  7],  125 
[14],  164,  166  [5],  167,  169,  171, 
187,  195,  223,  252,  288,  318,  354 
[171,436,478,511  [3],  527  [2],  565 
[17],  602  [14,  18],  626,  647,  707 
Inflationary  impact,  232,  496   [1],  511 

[3],  554  [12] 
1976  campaign  issue,  166  [9] 
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Federal  spending — Continued 

Reduction  proposal,  379  [1,  2,  10],  527 
[2],  614,  615  |1],  616  [1,  2],  617, 
620  [3,  13],  622  [5,  16,  18,  25],  623, 
626,  629,  630,  631,  650,  666  [15, 
26],  695  [20],  731,  732,  735,  737, 
750  [10] 
Federal  Summer  Employment  Program  for 

Youth,  178 
Federal  Summer  Intern  program,  178 
Federal  Trade  Commission,  392 
Ferrier,  Johan  Henri  Eliza,  693 
FHA.  See  Federal  Housing  Administra- 
tion 
Fielding,  Bruce  G.,  335 
Filberts,  16 
Financial  institutions.  See  Banking  and 

finance 
Finland 
Conference  on  Security  and  Cooperation 

in  Europe,  459 
President  Urho  Kekkonen,  455,  456  n., 

459  n. 
President's  visit,  455-457,  459 
Prime  Minister  Keijo  Liinamaa,  457  n. 
Fisheries,    International   Commission   for 

the  Northwest  Adantic,  584 
Fishing  industry 
Conservation,  30,  584 
Shrimp  agreement  with  Brazil,  320 
200-mile  coastal  limit,  509,  511  [8] 
Fiumicino,  Italy,  305 
Flader,  Robert,  238 
Flat  Tops  Wilderness,  Colo.,  726 
Florida 

Governor  Reuben  Askew,  654 
Presidential  primary,  655  [3],  657  [20] 
President's  visits,  108-110,  653-655 
Flory,  Paul  John,  568 
Food 
Exchange  for  oil  imports,  548,  552  [8], 
582  [8],  616  [5],  620  [7],  622  [12, 
14],  636 
Exports,  554  [2] 
Foreign  assistance,  78,  137,  161,  273,  396 

[13],  554  [2],  600  [5],  649 
Land  use,  488  [5] 
Prices,  501  [13] 

School  lunch  and  child  nutrition  pro- 
grams, 609,  615  [8],  616  [15],  620 

[11] 
U.S.  production,  64 


Food — Continued 
World  Food  Conference,  64,  137,  147, 
179 
Food  Aid  Convention,  319 
Food  for  Peace  program,  78,  137,  396  [13], 

600  [5] 
Food  stamp  program,  28,  36  [22],  64,  89, 
143,  435,  620  [14],  622  [5,  19],  626, 
634,  647 
Football  Coaches  Association,  American, 

25 
Forbes,  Malcolm  S.,  235 
Ford,  Mrs.  Gerald  R.,  460  [11],  501  [10], 
530,  552  [12],  578  [2],  602  [6],  615 
[12],  695  [14],  739  [12],  750  [15] 
Ford,  Jack,  460  [11],  620  [8] 
Ford  family,  campaign  participation,  615 

[12]    _ 
Foreign  assistance 

See  also  specific  countries  and  programs 
Administration  policy,  137,  138  [6] 
Appropriations,  161 
Authorization  legislation,  260 
Developing  countries,  273,  518,  649 
Development  and  disaster  assistance  pro- 
grams, 649 
Economic  assistance,  719 
Funding,  581  [2] 
Humanitarian  assistance,  125   [1,  2,  4, 

11],  161,  163,502  [8] 

Military  assistance,  36  [3,  13],  53, 72  [1], 

73,85  [15],91,  107,  109  [3,  11,21], 

125  [1,2,4,  111,138  [13],  161,  166 

[2,  11,  14],  387,  390,  440,  447,502 

[8],  517,  581  [2],  582  [3],  649,  719 

Security  assistance  programs,  649 

Foreign  Assistance  and  Related  Programs 

Appropriations  Act,  1975,  161 
Foreign  diplomatic  missions,  701 
Foreign  policy 
See  also  Joint  statements,  specific  country 
Address  to  joint  session  of  Congress,  179 
Administration  policy,  64,  137,  179,  189 
[1,4,  8],  198,204  [3,  13],  243  [7], 
276  [2,  3],  459 
Conference  on  Security  and  Cooperation 

in  Europe,  459 
Congressional  role,  36  [20],  91 
Defense  treaties,  700 
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Foreign  policy — Continued 
Detente,  36  [15],  189  [4,  5],  276  [3], 

289,  290  [2],  354  [10],  459,  492,  501 

[8],  502  [5],  530,  581  [8],  657  [7], 

663,  666  [19, 22],  695  [22],  739  [8], 

750  [5] 
Domino  theory,  166  [2],  750  [23] 
Food  assistance  programs,  161,  273,  554 

[2],  600  [5] 
Foreign  boycott  practices,  689,  690 
Foreign  governments,  U.S.  intervention, 

166  [3,  11],  578  [3],  581  [4],  685, 

686 
International  alliances,  U.S.  attitude,  354 

[5]. 
International  cooperation,  28 

Negotiations,  disclosure  to  public,  502 

[14] 
North    Atlantic    Treaty    Organization 

Council,  289 
Nuclear  w^eapons,  use,  290  [3] 
Pacific  Doctrine,  716 
Policy  formulation,  204  [3] 
President's   assessment,    109    [16],    166 

.[15]^ 
President's  w^ar  powers,  36  [4] 
Project  Independence,  488  [13] 
Vietnam  conflict,  effect,  243  [7] 

Foreign  Students  Service  Council,  250 

Forest  System,  National,  726 

Fort  Bcnning,  Ga.,  329 

Fort  Chaffee  refugee  facility,  484 

Fort  McHenry  National  Monument  and 
Historic  Shrine,  379 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  483, 484 

40  Committee,  678  [2] 

Foster  Grandparent  program,  550 

Fowler,  William  Alfred,  568 

France 

Economic  Summit  Meeting,  680 
President  Valery  Giscard  d'Estaing,  54, 

289  n.,  457  n.,  459  n.,  680 
President's  visit,  680 

Franco,  Francisco,  291, 292  n.,  294,  684 

Frank,  John  E.,  421 

Eraser,  Malcolm,  727 

Fredrickson,  Donald,  370 

Freedom  Bell,  421 

Freedom  Day  celebration,  271 

Fromme,  Lynette  Alice,  533  n.,  655  [2] 

Future  Farmers  of  America,  419 


Gabon,  Generalized  System  of  Preferences, 

154 
Garcia-Lomas,  Miguel  Angel,  292 
Garrett,  Ray,  Jr.,  570 
Gas,  natural 

Canadian  imports,  648  [3] 
Deregulation,  28,  64,  82,  84,  85   [19], 
220,  374,  375,  496  [1],  502   [17], 
527  [16],  562,  612,  663,  742 
Excise  tax,  26,  28,  60,  64,  70 
Offshore  resources,  64 
Pipelines,  527  [16] 
Prices,  65,  562 
Shortages,  615  [16],  661 
Gasoline 

Independent  retail  dealers,  538, 551 
Prices,  26,  45  [1],396  [4],  582  [9] 
Rationing,  32,  36  [1,  16,  24],  45  [1],  71, 

82, 109  [8] 
Tax,138[17],383,393,678[16] 
General  revenue  sharing,  28,  32,  64,  69, 
70,  90  [1],  102,  138  [16],  169,  214, 
215,  216,  393,  554  [14],  578  [8],  678 

[8] 
General  Services  Administration,  Admin- 
istrator, 458 
Generalized   System   of  Preferences,   154, 

226,  668 
Geneva  Conference,  45  [2],  179, 204  [7] 
Geneva  Protocol  of  1925, 37, 38 
George    Washington    Masonic    National 

Memorial,  95 
Georgia,  President's  visits,  69,  71,  72,  329, 

678,  679 
Georgine,  Robert  A.,  35 
Geothermal  energy,  108, 169 
Germany,  Federal  Republic  of 

Chancellor  Helmut  Schmidt,  54,  289  n., 

440,  441,  444,  457  n.,  680  n. 
John    J.    McCloy    Fund    for    German- 
American  Exchanges,  331 
President  Walter  Scheel,  330,  331,  334, 

443 
President's  visit,  440-444 
U.S.  troops,  deployment,  281 
GI  bill,  554  [4] 
G.I.  Forum,  American,  410 
Gierek,  Edward,  448, 449, 450, 451, 454 
Girls  Nation,  414 

Giscard    d'Estaing,    Valery,    54,    289    n., 
457  n.,  459  n.,  680 
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Goblaskas,  Dave,  548 

Goddard   Memorial  Trophy,   Robert   H., 

180 
Godel,  Kurt,  568 
Goldwater,  Sen.  Barry,  622  [20] 
Gon^alves,  Vasco,  289  n.,  290  [5] 
Government  employees 
See  also  Federal  employees 
Federal  Executive  Boards,  151 
Strikes, 502  [10 ],  554  [  11],  582  [1] 
Government  National  Mortgage  Associa- 
tion, 372 
Governors,  White  House  dinner,  102 
Grain 
Exchange  for  oil,  548,  552  [8],  582  [8], 
616  [5],  620  [7],  622  [12,  14],  636 
International  Wheat  Agreement,   1971, 

319 
Prices,396[13],497[2,3] 
U.S.  exports,  78,  396  [13],  460  [10],  490, 
497  [1,  4],  511   [3,  12],  528,  539, 
548,552  [8],  554  [2],  571,  581  [6], 
582  [8],  598,  600  [1,6],  602  [1,5,7, 
13],  616  [5],  620  [7],  622  [1],636, 
650,  750  [7] 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  17 
Grandparent  program,  Foster,  550 
Grants,  Federal 
See  also  Revenue  sharing;  specific  pro- 
grams 
Consolidation,  750  [19] 
Great  Britain.  See  United  Kingdom 
Great  Lakes,  military  cargo,  502  [20] 
Great  Lakes  Basin  Commission,  425 
Greece 

Administration  policy,  179 

CIA  officer,  slaying,  745 

Cyprus  dispute,  390,  479  [10],  608,  718 

NATO  participation,  290  [7] 

Prime   Minister  Constantine   Caraman- 

lis,  289  n.,  456  n. 
Security  assistance  programs,  649,  719 
Greenspan,  Alan,  54,  626 
Griswold,  Erwin  N.,  19 
GSA.  See  General  Services  Administration 
Gun  control,  243  [14],  341,  582  [2],  615 
[13],  622  [6] 

Haile  Selassie,  505 
Hallgrimsson,  Geir,  290  n. 
Hammond,  Charles  J.,  Jr.,  591 


Handicapped 
Education,  707 
Employment,  156, 174 
March  of  Dimes  Birth  Defects  Preven- 
tion Month,  734 
National  Epilepsy  Month,  638 
White  House  Conference,  691 
Handicapped  American  of  the  Year,  229 
Hardware      Manufacturers      Association, 

American,  500 
Harmon  International  Aviation  Trophies, 

235 
Harris,  Thomas,  184 
Harry  S  Truman  Memorial  Scholarship 

Act,  6 
Hartford,  Conn.,  629,  630 
Hathaway,  Stanley  K.,  327, 431 
Hawaii,  President's  visit,  715, 716 
Hawaii,  University  of,  716 
Hawk  missiles,  573  [4] 
Headstart,    Economic    Opportunity,    and 
Community  Partnership  Act  of  1974, 
12 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare,  Depart- 
ment of 
See  also  specific  constituent  agencies 
Appropriations,  59,  201,  681,  737 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Health,  370 
Budget  deferrals  and  rescissions,  59,  201, 

437,541,607,635,681 
Child  support  program,  reporting  stand- 
ards, 487 
Community  services,  12, 502  [18] 
Education,   consolidation   of  programs, 

602  [3],  648  [3] 
Indochina  refugees,  415 
Secretary,  20,  92, 126,  360,  480 
Health  and  medical  care 
Birth  defects,  734 

Cooley's  anemia  programs  report,  545 
Elderly  persons,  424 
Federal  health   programs,  64,  65^  622 

[5],  626 
Heart  and  lung  disease,  reports,  259,  361 
Medical  education,  financial  assistance, 

602  [12],  616  [9] 
Medicare  funding,  126 
National  Epilepsy  Month,  638 
National  health  insurance  program,  36 

[11],64,527[11],750[19] 
National  Health  Service  Corps,  436 
Nurses,  training,  3,  436 
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Health  and  medical  care — Continued 
Occupational  health  programs,  65,  363, 

682 
Public  health  services  bill  veto,  436 
Radiation  control,  362 
Research  policy,  259 
St.  Edw^ard  Mercy  Medical  Center,  483 
Sickle  cell  anemia,  77, 530 
Uniformed  Services  University  of  Health 

Sciences,  394 
United   States-Japan  Cooperative   Med- 
ical Science  Program,  384 
Heart  disease,  259,  361 
Hebert,  Repr.  F.  Edv^ard,  206 
Helsinki,  Finland,  455, 456, 457, 459 
Helsinki  Conference.  See  Conference  on 

Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe 
Heroin.  See  Drugs 
Hesburgh,  Theodore  M.,  138  [1] 
HEW.  See  Health,  Education,  and  Wel- 
fare, Department  of 
Highway  Trust  Fund,  64,  72  [9],  84,  108, 

383,393 
Highw^ays 
Carpooling,  1 1 

Construction,  11,  64,  72  [9],  84,  85  [3], 
108,  309,  367,  382,  383,  393,  622 
[21] 
Gasoline  tax,  678  [16] 
Safety  programs,  613 
Speed  limit,  nationw^ide,  11,  128 
Trucks,  allov^able  weights,  1 1 
Hills,  Carla  A.,  131,  678  [18],  695  [14] 
Hirohito,  Emperor,  603, 606, 610 
Hoffa,  Jimmy,  622  \7] 
Hollywood,  Fla.,  108, 109 
Holton-Arms  School,  307 
Hong  Kong,  Generalized  System  of  Prefer- 
ences, 668 
Honolulu,  Hawaii,  715,  716 
Hooper,  James  F.,  Ill,  615  [4],  616  [13], 

678  [17] 
Hoover,  Herbert,  memorial  legislation,  6 
Hoover,  J.  Edgar,  596 
Hoover  F.B.I.  Building,  J.  Edgar,  596 
Hoover  Institution  on  War,  Revolution, 

and  Peace,  6 
Hope,  Bob,  87 
Hopkinton,  R.I.,  591 

House  of  Representatives.  See  under  Con- 
gress 


Housing 
Congressional  action,  354  [  1  ] 
Construction,  351 
Federal  assistance,  350,  351,  354  [1],  372, 

496  [3],  622  [11],  678  [11] 
Financial  reform,  144 
Insulation  standards,  28,  46,  60 
Mortgage  interest  rates,  243  [15] 
President's  assessment,  629 
Prices,  243  [15] 
Relocation  assistance,  49 
Housing  and  Urban  Development,  Depart- 
ment of 
See  also  specific  constituent  agencies 
Community  Development  Block  Grant 

Assistance  program,  167 
Secretary,  20,  92,  131,  350,  351 
Houston,  Tex.,  82 

HUD.  See  Housing  and  Urban  Develop- 
ment, Department  of 
Humanities,  Federal  Council  on  the  Arts 

and  the,  740 
Humanities,  National  Endowment  for  the, 

325 
Humphrey,  Sen.   Hubert  H.,   655    [11], 

750  [16] 
Hungary,  Jozsef  Cardinal  Mindszenty,  242 
Hunt,  E.  Howard,  582  [7] 
Hussein,  King,  222 
Hydroelectric  power,  498 

ICC.  See  Interstate  Commerce  Commission 
Iceland 
Prime     Minister     Geir     Hallgrimsson, 

290  n. 
Taxation  convention  with  United  States, 
385 
lEA.  See  International  Energy  Agency 
Illinois 
President's  visits,  395-397,  495,  496,  499, 

500,  598 
Republican  Party  campaign,  138  [7],  396 

Immigration 
Illegal  aliens,  20, 109  [18] 
Vietnamese  refugees,   163,   166   [1,  7], 
167,  169,  179,  181,  189   [12],  204 
[2],  224,  231,  243  [3,  10],  260,  262, 
267,  347,  415,  484,  530,  746 
Impact  Aid  program,  433 


A-28 


Index 


[Main  references  are  to  item  numbers  except  as  otherwise  indicated] 


Imports 
See  also  Trade 
Agricultural  products,  490 
Coffee,  188 

Dairy  products,  232,  502  [3] 
Filberts,  16 
Fish,  30 
Meat,  232 

Oil,  8,  26,  28,  32,  36  [1,  17],  41,  42,  45 
[1],  54,  60,  64,90  [1],99,  108,  120, 
121,  225,  270,  276  [5]  283,  418,  420, 
485,  488  [1],  498,  537,  542,  562,  594, 
636,  648  [3] 
Impoundment  Control  Act  of  1974,  Con- 
gressional Budget  and,  59,  62,  64,  166 
[5],  167, 171, 367, 437 
Income  tax.  Federal.  See  under  Taxation 
Independence  Day,  377 
Indian  Affairs,  Bureau  of,  10,  488  [4] 
Indian  Self-Determination  and  Education 

Assistance  Act,  10 
Indiana,  President's  visit,  137,  138 
Indians 
Education,  10 
Federal  assistance,  10 
Land  use  for  energy,  488  [4] 
Voting  rights,  477 
Indochina.  See  Southeast  Asia 
Indochina,  Interagency  Task  Force  on,  415 
Indochina    Refugees,    Interagency    Task 

Force  for,  746 
Indonesia 

Administration  policy,  716 
Grant  assistance  programs,  649 
Joint  communique,  710 
Military  sales  credits,  649 
President  Suharto,  381,  709,  710 
President's  visit,  709,  710 
Inflation 
Federal  monitoring  agency,  31,  176,  328, 

438,  486,  687 
Inflation  impact  statements,  196,  392 
President's  assessment,  26,  28,  36   [26, 
27],  64,  68,  69,  70,  72   [13],  138 
[9],  147,  166  [5],  189   [10],  204 
[8],  354  [171,479  [1,  2],  496  [1], 
501  [1],511  [3],  527  [2],  554  [12], 
571,573  [5],  602  [1,4,8,  14],  731, 
732 
Institute  of  Education,  National,  253 
Institute     of     Occupational     Safety     and 
Health,  National,  363 


Intelligence  activities 
See   also   Central    Intelligence   Agency; 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
Administration  policy,  204  [6] 
Congressional    investigations,    125    [3], 
138  [15],  179,  316  [1,  4],  551,  565 
[5],  573  [8],  581  [9],  600  [4],  615 
[5],  657  [8],  659,  663,  678  [2],  685, 
686,  750  [9] 
Covert  operations,  125  [3],  138  [4,  12], 
204  [6],  243  [8],  316  [1,  2,  4,  8], 
565  [3],  582  [7],  695  [21] 
Document  classification,  341 
Domestic  surveillance,  45  [5] 
Federal  violations,  316  [4] 
Justice  Department  reviev^,  316  [1,  2,  4], 

323 
President's  assessment,  492 
Report,  324 

U.S.-Soviet  capabilities,  354  [16] 
Interagency  Task  Force  on  Indochina,  415 
Interagency  Task  Force  for  Indochina  Ref- 
ugees, 746 
Inter-American  Treaty  of  Reciprocal  As- 
sistance (Rio  Treaty),  700 
Interdepartmental  Committee  for  the  Vol- 
untary Payroll  Savings  Plan  for  the 
Purchase    of    United    States    Savings 
Bonds,  159,  627 
Intergovernmental  Maritime  Consultative 

Organization,  391 
Interior,  Department  of  the 

See  also  specific  constituent  agencies 
Budget  rescissions,  437 
Secretary,  20,  92,  327,  431,  633 
Interlochen,  Mich.,  399 
Interlochen  Arts  Academy,  399 
International  Atomic  Energy  Agency,  520 
International  Bank  for  Reconstruction  and 

Development,  518 
International  Coffee  Agreement  of  1968, 

188 
International  Commission  for  the  North- 

v^est  Adantic  Fisheries,  584 
International     Development     Association, 

518 
International  development  and  food  assist- 
ance act  of  1975,  proposed,  649 
International    Economic    Report    of    the 
President,  147 
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International  Energy  Agency,  64,  179,  460 

[17],  498, 552  [8] 
International  Finance  Corporation,  518 
International  Monetary  Fund,  147, 518 
International    organizations,    U.S.    assist- 
ance, 161 
International  Star  Class  Yacht  Racing  As- 
sociation, 499 
International  Whaling  Commission,  30 
International  Wheat  Agreement,  1971, 319 
International   Women's   Year,   1975,  Na- 
tional Commission  on  the  Observance 
of,  24, 185 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  392 
Interstate   and    Defense    Highways,    Na- 
tional System  of,  64, 382, 383, 393 
Interviews.  See  under  News  media 
Iowa,  President's  visit,  490,  491 
Iowa  Development  Commission,  490 
Iran,  Shah  Mohammad  Reza  Pahlavi,  258, 

261,  263,  276  [5] 
Ireland,  President  Eamon  de  Valera,  507 
Israel 

See  also  Middle  East 

Generalized  System  of  Preferences,  668 

North    Atlantic    Treaty    Organization, 

membership,  125  [10] 
Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin,  204  [7], 

243  [2],  316  [9],  322,  516,  522 
Security  assistance  programs,  649 
Senate  letter  of  support,  299 
Syria,  disengagement  of  forces,  648  [7] 
Terrorist  attack,  123, 125  [10] 
Troop  disengagement  agreement  with 
Egypt,  515,  516,  517,  522,  530,  552 
[7],  600  [8],  625 
United  Nations 
Membership,  552  [9],  581  [10] 
Zionism  resolution,  640,  655  [6],  669, 
678  [12] 
U.S.  Ambassador,  239 
U.S.  assistance,  45  [2],  552  [7],  565  [2, 
4,  11,  15],  573  [4],  578  [5],  581 
[2],582[3],600[17] 
Italy 
President  Giovanni  Leone,  301,  302,  305 
President's  visit,  301, 302, 304, 305 
Prime  Minister  Aldo  Moro,  302,  459  n., 
680  n. 


J.  Edgar  Hoover  F.B.I.  Building,  596 

Jack,  R.  v.,  272 

Jackie  Gleason  Inverrary  Classic,  110 

Jackson,  Philip  C,  Jr.,  403 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  654,  655 

Jacksonville  Naval  Air  Station,  Fla.,  653 

Japan 

Administration  policy,  179, 475, 650, 716 

Emperor  Hirohito,  603,  606, 610 

Joint  announcement,  475 

Joint  statement,  476 

Medical  science  program  with  the  United 
States,  384 

Prime  Minister  Eisaku  Sato,  303 

Prime  Minister  Takeo  Miki,  474,  475, 
476, 680  n. 

Whaling  operations,  30 
Japan-United  States  Friendship  Act,  637 
Japan-United  States  Friendship  Commis- 
sion, 637 
Jarman,  Repr.  John,  44 
Jaroszewicz,  Piotr,  453  n. 
Jaworski,  Leon,  479  [5] 
Jaycees,  United  States,  540 
Jewish  High  Holy  Days,  521 
Job  Corps,  52 

John  J.  McCloy  Fund  for  German-Ameri- 
can Exchanges,  331 
Joint  statements 

Colombia,  589 

Indonesia,  710 

Japan,  475, 476 

Pakistan,  78 

Philippines,  713 

Poland,  450, 454 

Romania,  465 

Yugoslavia,  146, 471 
Joint  U.S.-Polish  Trade  Commission,  450 
Jordan 

King  Hussein,  222 

Security  assistance  programs,  649 

U.S.  military  assistance,  573  [4] 
J0rgenson,  Anker,  289  n. 
Justice,  Department  of 

See  also  specific  constituent  agencies 

Attorney  General,  20,  79,  92,  323,  324, 
479  [6],  566 

Deputy  Attorney  General,  132 

Foreign  boycott  practices,  investigation, 
689 
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Justice,  Department  of — Continued 

La  Guardia  Airport,  bombing  incident, 

investigation,  749 
Solicitor  General,  485  n. 

Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  337 

Kansas 
President's  visits,  83-85, 556 
Republican  Party,  85  [13] 
State  legislature,  address,  84 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  555, 557 

Kaunda,  Kenneth  D.,  200 

Kaye,  Nathan,  591 

Keating,  Kenneth  B.,  239 

Keene,N.H.,547 

Kekkonen,  Urho,  455, 459  n.,  465  n. 

Kelley,  Clarence  M.,  648  [8] 

Kennedy,  Commission  To  Report  on  the 
Assassination  of  President  John  F.,  166 
[13],  243  [8],  558 

Kennedy,  Cornelia,  695  [14] 

Kennedy,  Sen.  Edvi^ard  M.,  655  [  1 1  ] 

Kennedy,  John  R,  166  [13],  243  [8],  558, 
695  [19] 

Kentucky,  President's  visit,  620  [5] 

Kerwin,  Capt.  Joseph,  235 

Kidnaping,  mandatory  prison  terms,  341 

Kincheloe  Air  Force  Base,  Mich.,  401 

King,  Billie  Jean,  417 

King,  Martin  Luther,  Jr.,  27, 695  [  10] 

Kirchgoens,  Federal  Republic  of  Germany, 
442 

Kirkland,  Joseph  Lane,  19 

Kissinger,  Henry  A.,  36  [10],  45  [2],  72 
[19],  109  [2,  17],  153,  204  [3,  5],  354 
[5],  479  [9],  489,  516,  523,  531,  600 
[17],  657  [1,  3,  15,  19,  28,  29],  662, 
666  [7],  678  [2],  685,  695  [18,  22], 
718,750  [18] 

Kleppe,  Thomas  S.,  633 

Kluczynski,  Repr.  John  C,  51 

Knauer,  Virginia  H.,  230 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  615,  616 

Kompfner,  Rudolf,  568 

Korea,  Republic  of 
Administration  policy,  716 
National  Assemblymen,  353 
Security  assistance  programs,  649 
United  Nations  membership,  552  [9] 
U.S.  military  involvement,  316  [7],  354 
[9] 


Kovacevic,  Zivorad,  470  n. 
Krakov^,  Poland,  452, 453 
Kreisky,  Bruno,  296,  298 
Kubasov,  Valery  N.,  412 
Kuras,  Henry,  272 

La  Guardia  Airport,  New  York  City,  749 
Labor 
Collective  bargaining,  134 
Common  situs  picketing  legislation,  501 

[3],554[16],739[4,12],743 
Demonstrations,  85  [20] 
Federal  involvement,  76^  97,  326,  378, 

600  [2],  602  [10] 
Georgine,  Robert  A.,  dinner  honoring, 

35 
Longshoremen's  strike,  497  [1,  3],  539 
National  Center   for  Productivity  and 

Quality  of  Working  Life,  721 
Pay  increases,  64 

Pension  funds,  80, 622  [8],  648  [1  ] 
Public  employee  strikes,  502  [10],  554 

[11],582[1] 
Seniority  provision  in  labor  contracts, 

602  [10] 
Unions,  investigations,  622  [8] 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  47 
Wage  controls,  36   [26],  72   [17],  565 

[17] 
Worker  productivity,  602  [8] 
Labor,  Department  of 

See  also  specific  constituent  agencies 
Appropriations,  59,  737 
Budget  deferrals  and  rescissions,  59 
Secretary,  20,  80,  92,  140,  311,  328,  600 

[2],  689, 739  [12],  743 
Under  Secretary,  311 
Labor  Day,  513, 514 
Las  Vegas,  Nev.,  171 
Latin  America 

See  also  specific  country 

Administration  policy,  251 

Coffee  exports,  188 

Inter-American    Treaty    of    Reciprocal 

Assistance  (Rio  Treaty),  protocol, 

700 
Panama  Canal,  negotiations,  251,  589, 

615  [9] 
Security  assistance  programs,  649 
U.S.  trade  relations,  179 
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Latin     American    Citizens,    League     of 

United,  410 
Latvia,  430 
Lauderhill,  Fla.,  110 
Law,  World  Conference  on,  632 
Law  Enforcement  Assistance  Act,  166  [10] 
Law  Enforcement  Assistance  Administra- 
tion, 341,  400,  532,  554  [5, 10],  590 
Law  enforcement  and  crime 

Administration   policy,    166    [10],   217, 

340,  341,  532 
American  violence,  578  [6] 
Antitrust  activities,  392 
Career  Criminal  Impact  program,  341, 

590 
Compensation  of  victims,  341 
Conviction  rates,  341 
Corrections  system  reform,  341 
Crime  message 

Remarks  at  briefing,  340 
Special  message  to  Congress,  341 
Crime  rates,  341 

Drug  trafficking,  341,  655  [10],  720,  748 
Federal  Criminal  Code,  341,  532 
Federal  offenses,  sentencing  standards, 

341 
Foreign  diplomatic  missions,  protection, 

701 
Gun  control,  243  [14],  341,  582  [2],  615 

[13],  622  [6] 
Justice  in  America,  President's  views,  45 

[6] 
Mandatory  prison   sentences,  341,  532, 

600[16],615[13],622[6] 
Prison  reform,  341 
Prosecution  standards,  341 
Rehabilitation  programs,  341 
Law  Enforcement  Training  Center,  Fed- 
eral, 367 
Law  of  the  Sea,  Conference  on  the,  450, 

511  [8],  527  [5] 
League  of  United  Latin  American  Citizens, 

410 
Lebanon 
Terrorist  abduction,  396  [1,  7] 
U.S.  civilians,  evacuation,  655  [5] 
Lee,  Robert  E.,  473 
Lee,  Stewart  M.,  230 
Lee  Kuan  Yew,  249 
Legal  profession,  opportunities,  578  [7] 


Legislation,  remarks  and  statements  on  ap- 
proval 

Amtrak  Improvement  Act  of  1975,  state- 
ment, 279 

Arts  and  Artifacts  Indemnity  Act,  state- 
ment, 740 

Budget  authority,  rescissions,  statement, 
173 

Consumer  Goods  Pricing  Act  of  1975, 
remarks  and  statement,  723,  724 

Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability  Act 
Amendments  of  1975,  statement, 
486 

Deepwater  Port  Act  of  1974,  statement,  8 

Education  for  All  Handicapped  Chil- 
dren Act  of  1975,  statement,  707 

Emergency  Compensation  and  Special 
Unemployment  Assistance  Exten- 
sion Act  of  1975, 366 

Emergency  Housing  Act  of  1975,  372 

Emergency  livestock  credit,  remarks,  332 

Emergency  Petroleum  Allocation  Act  of 
1975,  remarks,  594 

Energy  Policy  and  Conservation  Act,  re- 
marks and  statement,  741,  742 

Evidentiary  rules  bill,  statement,  5 

Federal-aid  highway  funds  bill,  state- 
ments, 11,  309 

Flat  Tops  Wilderness,  Colo.,  inclusion  in 
National  Wilderness  Preservation 
System,  statement,  726 

Food  stamp  bill,  statement,  89 

Foreign  Assistance  and  Related  Pro- 
grams Appropriations  Act,  1975, 
statement,  161 

Harry  S  Truman  Memorial  Scholarship 
Act,  statement,  6 

Headstart,  Economic  Opportunity,  and 
Community  Partnership  Act  of 
1974,  statement,  12 

Hoover,  Herbert,  memorial  bill,  state- 
ment, 6 

Indian  Self-Determination  and  Educa- 
tion Assistance  Act,  statement,  10 

Japan-United  States  Friendship  Act, 
statement,  637 

Lee,  General  Robert  E.,  restoration  of 
rights  of  citizenship,  remarks,  473 

Lowell  Historic  Canal  District  Commis- 
sion, establishment,  statement,  13 
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Legislation,  remarks  and  statements  on  ap- 
proval— Continued 

Metric  Conversion  Act  of  1975,  state- 
ment, 744 

Older  American  Amendments  of  1975, 
statement,  698 

Privacy  Act  of  1974,  statement,  1 

Securities  Acts  Amendments  of  1975, 
statement,  308 

Sinai  Peninsula  early  warning  system, 
U.S.  participation,  remarks,  625 

Smithsonian  Institution,  museum  sup- 
port facilities,  statement,  576 

Social  Security  Act,  child  support 
amendments,  statement,  487 

Social  Services  Amendments  of  1974, 
statement,  14 

Speedy  Trial  Act  of  1974,  statement,  7 

Summer  youth  employment  appropria- 
tions, remarks,  333 

Tax  Reduction  Act  of  1975,  remarks,  164 

Tourism  programs  appropriations,  re- 
marks, 389 

Trade  Act  of  1974,  remarks,  2 

Transportation  Safety  Act  of  1974,  state- 
ment, 9 

Valley  Forge  State  Park,  display  of  flag, 
statement,  380 

Veterans  Day,  bill  redesignating  observ- 
ance date,  statement,  575 

Veterans  Disability  Compensation  and 
Survivor  Benefits  Act  of  1975,  state- 
ment, 478 

Voting  Rights  Act  of  1965,  extension, 
remarks,  477 
Legislation,   disapproved.   See  Veto  mes- 
sages  and   memorandums    of   disap- 
proval 
Lemnitzer,  Lyman  L.,  19 
Leone,  Giovanni,  301,  302,  305 
Leonov,  Col.  Aleksei,  412,  624 
Letters,  messages,  telegrams 

See  also  Congress,  communications  to; 
Days  of  observance;  Memorandums 
to  Federal  officials  and  agencies; 
Resignations  and  retirements 

Apollo-Soyuz  Test  Project  crews,  mes- 
sage prior  to  launch  of  mission,  405 

Beame,  Mayor  Abraham  D.,  letter  on 
New  York  City's  financial  assistance 
request,  254 


Letters,  messages,  telegrams — Continued 
Burch,  Dean,  letter  authorizing  estab- 
lishment of  President  Ford  Com- 
mittee, 343 
Caplin,  Mortimer  M.,  letter  on  civil  serv- 
ice merit  system.  111 
Egan,  John  Patrick,  death,  telegram  to 

Mrs.  Egan,  118 
Federal  cost  reduction  campaign,  mes- 
sage to  Federal  civilian  and  military 
personnel,  245 
Ferrier,  President  Johan  Henri  Eliza, 
letter  on  U.S.  recognition  of  Suri- 
nam, 693 
Eraser,  Malcolm,  letter  on  his  election 
as  Australian  Prime  Minister,  727 
International  Commission  for  the  North- 
west Atlantic  Fisheries,  message  to 
special  meeting,  584 
Machel,  President  Samora  Moises,  letter 
on  U.S.  recognition  of  Mozambique, 
355 
McCabe,  Edward  A.,  election  of  directors 
of   the   Student   Loan    Marketing 
Association,  55 
Miller,   Arnold   R.,   telegram   on   85th 
anniversary    of   the   United    Mine 
Workers  of  America,  47 
Pereira,   President   Aristides,   letter   on 
U.S.  recognition  of  the  Republic  of 
Cape  Verde,  404 
Rockefeller,  Nelson  A.,  letter  on  Presi- 
dent's Panel  on  Federal  Compensa- 
tion, 729 
Levi,  Edward  H.,  79,  479  [6],  678  [18] 
Lexington,  Mass.,  199 
Libby,  Mont.,  498 
Libby  Dam,  498 

Library  of  Congress,  Librarian,  672 
Liinamaa,  Keijo,  457  n. 
Lincoln,  Abraham,  86 
Lincoln,  George  A.,  284 
Linz,  Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  444 
Lithuania,  430 

Litde,  Franklin  Rockefeller,  205 
Livestock  Credit  Act  amendments.  Emer- 
gency, 332 
Lopez  Michelsen,  Alfonso,  586,  587,  589 
Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  573, 647, 648 
Louisiana,  President's  visit,  206-208 
Louisville,  Ky.,  552  [10],  554  [3],  620  [5] 
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Low-income  persons 
Administration  programs,  554  [9] 
Economic  opportunities  report,  544 
Federal  assistance,  138  [5],  698 
Food  stamp  program,  28,  36  [22],  64,  89, 
143,  435,  620  [14],  622  [5,  19],  626, 
634,  647 
School  lunch  and  child  nutrition  pro- 
grams, 609,  615  [8],  616  [15],  620 

[11]    . 
Tax  reduction,  effect,  622  [22] 
Lowell  Historic  Canal  District  Commis- 
sion, 13 
Loy  Norris  High  School,  337 
Lubavitch,  American  Friends  of,  265 
Lung  disease,  259, 361 
Lunney,  Glynn  S.,  482 
Luns,  Joseph  M.A.H.,  287,  290  [1] 
Luxembourg 
Ambassador  to  U.S.,  674 
Prime  Minister  Gaston  Thorn,  289  n., 
674 
Lynn,  James  T.,  81,  626 

Machel,  Samora  Moises,  355 

Mackinac  Island,  Mich.,  400 

MacNeil,  Robert,  276 

Madrid,  Spain,  291, 292, 293, 294 

Mahon,  Repr.  George  H.,  347 

Maine,  President's  visit,  508,  509 

Malaysia,  military  sales  credits,  649 

Malibu,  Calif.,  574 

Man  of  the  Year  award,  103 

Manchester,  N.H.,  193 

Manila,  Philippines,  711,  712,  714 

Manpower  Report  of  the  President,  209 

Mao  Tse-tung,  706  n. 

March  of  Dimes  Birth  Defects  Prevention 
Month,  January  1976, 734 

March  of  Dimes  National  Poster  Child, 
734 

Marcos,  Ferdinand  E.,  711,  712,  713,  714 

Marijuana,  565  [19],  615  [12],  620  [8] 

Marine  Corps,  U.S.,  204  [1  ],  667 

Marine  Mammal  Protection  Act  of  1972, 
730 

Maritime  Administration,  18 

Maritime  Consultative  Organization,  Inter- 
governmental, 391 

Maritime  industry.  See  under  Shipping 

Martin,  Graham,  243  [10] 


Maryland,  President's  visits,  307,  379,  394, 

516,517,523,702 
Masonic     National     Memorial,     George 

Washington,  95 
Mass  transit,  85  [3],  128,  383,  393 
Massachusetts 
Lowell  Historic  Canal  District,  13 
President's  visits,  197-199,  662-665 
Mathews,  David,  480 

Mathias,  Sen.  Charles  McC,  Jr.,  695  [11] 
Mayer,  Jean,  230 

MBFR.  See  Mutual  and  balanced  force  re- 
ductions 
McCabe,  Edward  A.,  55 
McClellan,  Sen.  John  L.,  347 
McCloy,JohnJ.,331 
Meany,  George,  85  [5],  539 
Medical  care.  See  Health  and  medical  care 
Medicare,  126 

"Meet  the  Press"  interview,  666 
Meetings  with  foreign  leaders 
Austria,     Chancellor     Bruno     Kreisky, 

296  n.,  298 
Belgium 

King  Baudouin,  287,  289  n. 
Prime  Minister  Leo  Tindemans,  287 
Canada,  Prime  Minister  Pierre  Elliott 

Trudeau,  290  n. 
China,  People's  Republic  of 
Chairman  Mao  Tse-tung,  706  n. 
Vice  Premier  Teng  Hsiao-ping,  706, 
708 
Colombia,     President     Alfonso     Lopez 

Michelsen,  586,  587,  589 
Commission  of  the  European  Communi- 
ties, President  Frangois-Xavier  Or- 
toli,  290  n. 
Conference  on   Security  and  Coopera- 
tion in  Europe,  459 
Denmark,  Prime  Minister  Anker  J0r- 

genson,  289  n. 
Economic  Summit  Meeting,  680 
Egypt,  President  Anwar  el-Sadat,  297, 

298,  299,  300,  642-644,  654 
Finland,    President    Urho    Kekkonen, 

455  n.,  456  n.,  459  n. 
France,  President  Valery  Giscard  d'Es- 

taing,  289  n.,  457  n.,  459  n.,  680 
Germany,  Federal  Republic  of 

Chancellor  Helmut  Schmidt,  289  n., 
440,  441,  444,  457  n.,  680  n. 
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Meetings  with  foreign  leaders — Continued 
Germany,  Federal  Republic  of — Con. 
President  Walter  Scheel,  330,  331,  334, 
443 
Greece,  Prime  Minister  Constantine  Car- 

amalis,  289  n.,  456  n. 
Iceland,  Prime  Minister  Geir  Hallgrims- 

son,  290  n. 
Indonesia,  President  Suharto,  381,  709, 

710 
Iran,  Shah  Mohammad  Reza  Pahlavi, 

258,261,263 
Israel,  Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin, 

322 
Italy 
President  Giovanni  Leone,  301,  302, 

305, 459  n. 
Prime  Minister  Aldo  Moro,  302,  680  n. 
Japan 
Emperor  Hirohito,  603,  606,  610 
Prime  Minister  Takeo  Miki,  474-476, 
680  n. 
Jordan,  King  Hussein,  222 
Luxembourg,    Prime    Minister    Gaston 

Thorn,  289  n.,  674 
Netherlands,  Prime  Minister  Johannes 

denUyl,255 
North    Adantic    Treaty    Organization 

Council,  289 
Norway,  Prime  Minister  Trygve  Brat- 

teli,  290  n. 
Pakistan,  Prime  Minister  Zulfikar  Ali 

Bhutto,  74, 78 
Philippines,     President    Ferdinand    E. 

Marcos,  711-714 
Poland,  First  Secretary  Edward  Gierek, 

448-451,454 
Portugal,  Prime   Minister  Vasco  Gon- 

galves,  289  n. 
Romania,  President  Nicolae  Ceausescu, 

461-465 
Singapore,  Prime  Minister   Lee  Kuan 

Yew,  249 
Soviet  Union,  General  Secretary  L.  I. 

Brezhnev,  456,  460  [1] 
Spain 

Generalissimo  Francisco  Franco,  291, 

292  n.,  294 
President  of  Government  Carlos  Arias 

Navarro,  292  n.,  293, 459  n. 
Prince  Juan  Carlos,  293  n. 


Meetings  with  foreign  leaders — Continued 
Tunisia,  Prime  Minister  Hedi  Nouira, 

233 
Turkey,  Prime  Minister  Siileyman  Dem- 

irel,  289  n.,  457 
United  Kingdom,  Prime  Minister  Har- 
old Wilson,  57,  61,  290  n.,  456  n., 
457  n.,  680  n. 
Vatican,  Pope  Paul  VI,  304  n. 
Yugoslavia 

President  Josip  Broz  Tito,  466-469, 

471 
Prime  Minister  Dzemal  Bijedic,  145, 
146,  468  n. 
Zambia,  President  Kenneth  D.  Kaunda, 
200 
Meisch,  Adrien,  674 

Memorandums  of  disapproval.  See  Veto 
messages  and  memorandums  of  dis- 
approval 
Memorandums    to    Federal    officials    and 
agencies 
Airline  safety,  725 

Budget  deferrals  and  rescissions,  133 
Combined  Federal  Campaign,  413,  564 
Commission  on  CIA  Activities  Within 

the  United  States,  323, 324 
Domestic  Council,  92 
Domestic  Council  Committee  on  Illegal 

Aliens,  establishment,  20 
Federal  cost  reduction  campaign,  244, 

722 
Federal  employment,  equal  opportunity, 

124 
Federal   Executive   Boards,   annual   re- 
port, 151 
Federal  Summer  Employment  Program 

for  Youth,  178 
Foreign  boycott  practices,  690 
Handicapped  persons.  Federal  employ- 
ment, 156 
Interdepartmental  Savings  Bond  Com- 
mittee, Chairman,  159,  627 
Minority  banks.  Federal  deposits,  639 
Natural  gas  shortages,  661 
Occupational    safety    and    health    pro- 
grams, 65 
President's  Panel  on  Federal  Compen- 
sation, establishment,  328 
Red  Cross  Month,  104 


A-35 


Index 


[Main  references  are  to  item  numbers  except  as  otherwise  indicated] 


Memorandums    to  Federal   officials    and 
agencies — Continued 
Textile  Trade  Policy  Group,  establish- 
ment, 311 
U.S.  Savings  Bond  program,  159 
Memorial  Day,  278 
Merchant  marine,  207 
Metric  Board,  United  States,  744 
Metric  Conversion  Act  of  1975, 744 
Mexico,  illicit  drug  trafficking,  748 
MIA's.  See  Missing  in  action 
Michigan 
Gov.  William  G.  MiUiken,  622  [2] 
Kalamazoo  high  school  students,  337 
President's  visits,  398-401, 622, 623 
Michigan  Club,  University  of,  122 
Mid-America  Committee  for  International 
Business  and   Government  Coopera- 
tion, 395 
Middendorf,  J.  William,  II,  693  n. 
Middle  East 
Administration  policy,  276  [7],  354  [3], 

581  [7],  649, 650 
Arab  investment  in  the  United  States, 

72  [11] 
Civilian  technicians  in  U.N.  zone,  501 
[6],  510,  517,  522,  526,  528,  530, 
552  [7],  565  [9],  573  [4],  581  [2], 
600  [8],  620  [1],  625,  649,  655  [5] 
Early  w^arning  system  in  the  Sinai  Penin- 
sula, 501  [6],  522, 523, 526, 597,  625 
Egyptian-Israeli     troop     disengagement 
agreement,  515,  516,  517,  522,  523, 
530,  552  [7],  600  [8],  625 
Kissinger,  Secretary  of  State  Henry  A., 

visits,  153,  523 
NATO  involvement,  276  [7] 
Nuclear  capability  for  Middle  East  na- 
tions, 578  [5] 
Palestine  Liberation  Organization,  204 

[7],  695  [23] 
Palestinian  situation,  655  [  1  ] 
Peace  negotiations,  45  [2],  85  [1],  153, 
179,204  [7],  243  [2],  290  [10],  297, 
299,316  [9,  11],  322,  460  [9],  479 
[8],489,501[6],502[16],517,597, 
625, 642, 648  [7],  695  [23] 
President's  visit,  possibility,  717 
Soviet  influence,  45  [2],  204   [7],  276 
[7],  479  [8] 


Middle  East — Continued 

United  Nations  involvement,  276  [7], 
517,  526,  648  [7],  655  [5] 

U.S.  assistance,  36  [3],  260 

U.S.  military  intervention,  36  [10],  45 
[2],  109  [2],  204  [7],  276  [5],  502 
[16],581[7] 
Midland,  Tex.,  561, 562 
Miki,  Takeo,  474, 475, 476, 680  n. 
Military,  U.S.  See  Armed  Forces,  U.S. 
Military  Assistance  Program,  161 
Military  Justice,  Uniform  Code  of,  58 
Military  Selective  Service  Act,  58 
Milk.  See  Dairy  products 
Miller,  Arnold  R.,  47 
Miller,  Charles  T.,  426 
Milliken,  Gov.  William  G.,  622  [2] 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  501, 502, 503, 651, 652 
Mindszenty,  Jozsef  Cardinal,  242 
Mining 

Coal  industry.  White  House  meeting, 
152 

Coal  miners,  education  and  health  con- 
cerns, 616  [9] 

Development,  488  [11] 

Health  programs,  682 

Surface  mining  legislation,  28,  64,  75, 
152,  270,  488  [9],  615  [10],  616 
[16] 

United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  47 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  492, 493, 494 
Minnesota,  President's  visit,  492-494 
Minority  groups 

See  also  specific  groups 

Banks,  Federal  deposits,  639 

Business  opportunities,  502  [9] 

Civil  rights  enforcement,  496  [5] 

Federal  employment,  124 

General  revenue  sharing,  214 

Job  training,  71 

Minority  enterprise,  369,  502  [9] 

Unemployment,  243  [11],  502  [7],  602 
[9],  616  [7] 

Voting  rights,  27,  43,  48,  410,  422,  427, 
477 
Missiles 

See  also  Strategic  arms  limitation  talks 

Antiballistic  missile  systems,  119 

Hawk  missiles,  573  [4] 

Pershing  missiles,  565  [2,  11],  573  [4], 
578[5],582[3],600[17] 
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Missing  in  action,  411,  552  [9],  600  [13], 

716 
Mississippi  River  Basin  Commission,  Up- 
per, 425 
Missouri,  President's  visit,  551-555,  557 
Missouri  River  Basin  Commission,  425 
Mitchell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steven  K.,  272 
Moley,  Raymond,  98 
Monroe,  Bill,  666 
Montana,  President's  visit,  498 
Mood  of  country,  502  [  15] 
Moody,  Rush,  Jr.,  127 
Moore,  Sara  Jane,  583  ftn. 
Morgan,  Col.  Ernest  R.,  396  [1,  7] 
Morgan,  Repr.  Thomas  E.,  347,  387 
Moro,  Aldo,  302,  459  n.,  680  n. 
Mortgages 

Federal  assistance,  350,  351,  354  [1],  372 

Interest  rates,  243  [15] 

Tax  credit,  144 
Morton,  Rogers  C.  B.,  227,  627,  657  [1], 

678  [1] 
Motor  carrier  industry,  675,  678  [6] 
Motor  vehicles 

Emission  standards,  26,  28,  32,  72  [15], 
108,  364,  445,  446 

Fuel  efficiency,  36  [7],  128,  600  [14], 
622  [3],  623, 650 

Safety  programs,  613 
Moynihan,  Daniel  P.,  365 
Mozambique 

Generalized  System  of  Preferences  ben- 
eficiary, 668 

U.S.  recognition,  355 
Multiple  Sclerosis  Society,  National,  238 
Municipal  Assistance  Corporation,  620  [9], 

645,  648 
Murphy,  Betty  Southard,  97 
Mutual  and  balanced  force  reductions,  64, 
119,  440,  450,  459,  460  [3],  479  [7] 
Myers,  George  E.,  230 

NASA.  See  National  Aeronautics  and 
Space  Administration 

Nash,  Col.  Edward  J.,  235 

National  Advisory  Council  on  Economic 
Opportunity,  544 

National  Advisory  Council  on  Extension 
and  Continuing  Education,  336 

National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Adminis- 
tration, 180,  482 


National  Alliance  of  Businessmen,  174 
National  Association  for  the  Advancement 

of  Colored  People,  369 
National  Association  of  Broadcasters,  171 
National  Association  of  Food  Chains,  631 
National  Association  for  Foreign  Students 

Affairs,  250 
National  Association  of  Life  Underwriters, 

579 
National  Baptist  Convention,  553 
National  Bicentennial  Conference,  105 
National  Center  for  Productivity  and  Qual- 
ity of  Working  Life,  721 
National  Civil  Service  League,  111 
National  Collegiate  Athletic  Association,  22 
National  Commission  on  the  Observance 
of  International  Women's  Year,  1975, 
24,  185 
National  Commission  on  Productivity  and 

Work  Quality,  616  [18] 
National  Community  Christmas  Tree,  736 
National  Conference  of  State  Legislatures, 

216 
National  Council  on  the  Arts,  346 
National  Council  on  Educational  Research, 

253 
National  Education  Association,  234 
National  Endowment  for  the  Arts,  346, 

554  [18] 
National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities, 

325 
National  Entertainment  Conference,  87 
National  Environmental  Research  Center, 

373 
National  Epilepsy  Month,  638 
National   Explorer   Presidents'    Congress, 

177 
National  Farm  Family  of  the  Year,  409 
National  Federation  of  Independent  Busi- 
ness, 335 
National      Federation      of      Republican 

Women,  559 
National  Food  Stamp  Reform  Act  of  1975, 

634 
National  Forest  System,  726 
National  Health  Service  Corps,  436 
National  Heart,  Blood  Vessel,  Lung,  and 

Blood  Act  of  1972, 361 
National  Heart  and  Lung  Advisory  Coun- 
cil, 259 
National  Heart  and  Lung  Institute,  361 
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National  Industrial  Council,  318 
National  Institute  of  Education,  253 
National  Institute  of  Occupational  Safety 

and  Health,  363 
National  Institutes  of  Health,  370 
National  Labor  Relations  Act,  378 
National  Labor  Relations  Board,  97^  602 

[10] 
National  League  of  Families  of  American 
Prisoners  and  Missing  in  Southeast 
Asia,  411 
National  Medal  of  Science,  345,  56^ 
National  Multiple  Sclerosis  Society,  238 
National  Newspaper  Association,  135 
National  Newspaper  Publishers  Associa- 
tion, 43 
National  Prayer  Breakfast,  56 
National  Press  Club,  645 
National  Religious  Broadcasters,  50 
National  Republican  Club  of  Capitol  Hill, 

213,  543 
National    Republican    Heritage    Groups 

Council,  262 
National  Rural  Electric  Cooperative  As- 
sociation, 321 
National  Saint  Elizabeth  Seton  Day,  546 
National    School   Lunch   Act   and   Child 
Nutrition  Act  of  1966  Amendments 
of  1975,  609,  615  [8],  616  [15],  620 

National  Science  Board,  150 

National  Science  Foundation,  114,  568 

National  Security  Affairs,  Assistant  to  the 
President,  311,  657  [11] 

National  Security  Council,  204  [5],  539 

National  Space  Club,  180 

National  System  of  Interstate  and  Defense 
Highways,  64,  382, 383,  393 

National  Teen-age  Republican  Leadership 
Conference,  339 

National  Transportation  Safety  Board,  9 

National  Wilderness  Preservation  System, 
726 

National  YMCA  Youth  Governors  Con- 
ference, 356 

NATO.  See  North  Adantic  Treaty  Orga- 
nization 

Natural  gas.  See  Gas,  natural 

Naval  petroleum  reserves,  28,  64,  189  [11], 
742 


Navy,  U.S. 

Administration  policy,  207 
Bicentennial  ceremony,  619 
Disciplining  of  submarine  commander, 

565  [16] 
Secretary,  693  n. 

U.S.S.  Nimitz  commissioning,  236 
Navy  League  of  the  United  States,  207 
NBC  News  interview,  45 
Nebraska,  President's  visit,  599,  600,  602 
Neel,  James  Van  Gundia,  568 
Netherlands,  Prime  Minister  Johannes  den 

Uyl,  255 
Nevada,  President's  visit,  171 
New  England,  energy  shortages,  510,  548 
New  England  Council,  663 
New  England  River  Basins  Commission, 

425 
New  Hampshire 

General  Court,  address,  195 
Presidential  primary,  657  [24] 
President's  visits,  193-196,  547-549 
Senatorial  election,  195,  511    [9],  547, 
548,549,573  [2] 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  217 
New  Jersey,  President's  visit,  612 
New  Orleans,  La.,  206,  207, 208 
New  Year's  Day,  751 
New  York 

Financial  assistance  to  New  York  City, 

622  [15] 
President's  visits,  90,  91,  306 
New  York  City 
Federal  assistance,  620  [2,  9],  626,  645, 

695  [1,2,4,8,12] 
Financial  situation,  254,  602  [17],  616 
[20],  622  [15],  645,  648  [1],  655 
[8],  657  [20],  666  [13, 15],  678  [3], 
683,  695  [1,4,  25],  750  [4] 
La  Guardia  Airport,  bombing  incident, 

749 
Municipal  bankruptcy  legislation,  646, 

648  [1],655  [8],  683,  695  [1] 
President's  visit,  90,  91 
Welfare  program,  648  [6] 
New  York  Society  of  Security  Analysts,  90 
Newark,  N.J.,  612 
Newport,  R.I.,  511,  512 
News  conferences 
January  21,  36 
February  4,  72 
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News  conferences — Continued 

February  11,  85 

February  26,  109 

March  6,  125 

March  17, 138 

April  3, 166 

May  6,  243 

May  30,  290 

June  9,  316 

June  25,  354 

July  12,  396 

September  16, 565 

October  9,  620 

October  10,  622 

November  3,  657 

November  14,  678 

November  26,  695 

December  20,  739 
New^s  media 

See  also  New^s  conferences 

Black  Press  Week  message,  130 

Briefings  and  informal  exchanges 
Air  Force  One,  exchange,  717 
Bonn,  West  Germany,  exchange,  440 
California  visit,  remarks  on  return,  583 
Charleston,  W.  Va.,  exchange,  669 
Crime  message,  briefing,  340 
Dallas,  Tex.,  exchange,  558 
Economic  programs,  briefing,  54 
Egyptian-Israeli  troop  disengagement 

agreement,  exchange,  517 
Federal  budget,  briefing,  62 
Federal  tax  and  spending  reductions, 

briefing,  626 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  exchange,  555 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  exchange,  503 
Northeastern   State   Governors  meet- 
ing, exchange,  42 
Oil  price  decontrol,  compromise  with 

Congress,  remarks,  402, 429 
Portland,  Oreg.,  exchange,  528 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  exchange,  551 
Salzburg,  Austria,  exchange,  299 
Warwick,  R.I.,  exchange,  510 
Westover  Air  Force  Base^  Mass.,  ex- 
change, 662 

Classified  documents,  publication,  341 

Coverage  of  the  President,  616  [10],  739 
[11],  750  [12] 

Equal  time  provision,  615  [11] 


News  media — Continued 

Interviews  and  question-and-answer  ses- 
sions 
Air  Force  One,  question-and-answer 

session,  460 
American  Society  of  Newspaper  Edi- 
tors, question-and-answer  session, 
189 
CBS  News,  interview,  204 
European  journalists,  interview,  276 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  interview,  655 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  interview,  615 
Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  interviews,  573, 

648 
"Meet  the  Press"  interview,  666 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  interview,  501 
National    Press    Club,    question-and- 
answer  session,  645 
NBC  News,  interview,  45 
Newport,  R.L,  interview,  511 
Omaha,  Nebr.,  interview,  600 
Oval  Office,  question-and-answer  ses- 
sion, 750 
Peterborough,  N.H.,  interview,  548 
Public    Broadcasting    Service,    inter- 
view, 479 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  interview,  552 
San  Francisco,  Calif.,  interview,  582 
National    Association    of   Broadcasters, 

171 
National  Newspaper  Association's  Gov- 
ernment Affairs  Conference,  135 
National  Newspaper  Publishers  Associa- 
tion, 43 
Radio-Television  News  Directors  Asso- 
ciation, 46 
White  House  Correspondents  Associa- 
tion, 237 
White  House  News  Photographers  Asso- 
ciation, 190 
Nicholas   Copernicus   Medical   Academy, 

Pediatric  Institute,  452 
Nimitz,  Adm.  Chester  W.,  236 
Nixon,  Richard  M.,  85  [14],  125  [7,  9], 
189  [6],  204  [2],  396  [5],  479  [5], 
573  [11],  582  [6],  615  [14],  622  [10], 
666  [20] 
Norfolk,  Va.,  236 

North  Atlantic  Treaty  Organization 
Administration  policy,  276  [4],  289,  650 
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North  Atlantic  Treaty  Organization — Con. 
Balance  of  payments,  101, 281 
Council   meeting,    179,    186,   289,   290 

[1,4] 
Cyprus  conflict,  718 
Greek  participation,  290  [7] 
Israeli  participation,  125  [10] 
Middle  East  influence,  276  [7] 
Portugese   participation,  276    [4],  354 

[10] 
Secretary   General   Joseph  M.   A.   H. 

Luns,287,290[l] 
Spanish  participation,  276  [4],  289,  290 

Turkish  participation,  387 
U.S.  troop  reductions,  186,  276  [2],  442 
North  Carolina,  President's  visits,  271,  676, 

677 
North  Carolina  Central  University,  676 
Northern  Mariana  Islands,  344, 368 
Northv^est  Atlantic  Fisheries,  International 

Commission  for  the,  584 
Northwest  Compact,  529 
Norway,  Prime  Minister  Trygvc  Bratteli, 

290  n. 
Notre  Dame  University,  137, 138 
Nouira,  Hedi,  233 

NSC.  See  National  Security  Council 
Nuclear  energy 
Enriched  uranium  production,  357,  358, 

359,  600  [9] 
Exports,  241, 276  [6] 
Powerplants,  28,  60,  108,  488  [6],  582 

[4],  600  [9],  615  [2],  741,  742 
Reactors,  negotiations  with  Egypt,  655 

[1] 
Safeguards,  241,  362,  520,  528  [4] 
World  proliferation,  276  [6] 
Nuclear  Fuel  Assurance  Act  of  1975, 359 
Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission,  29,  64, 

392 
Nuclear  weapons,  290  [3],  354  [2,  9],  450, 

475 
Nunn,  Lee,  620  [6] 
Nurse  training,  3,  436 
Nursing  homes,  424 

Occupational  Safety  and  Health  Act  of 
1970,65,363 


Oceans 
Intergovernmental    Maritime   Consulta- 
tive Organization,  391 
Law  of  the  Sea  Conference,  511  [8] 
Resources,   research   and   development, 

527  [14] 
200-mile  coastal  fishing  limit,  527  [5] 
Whale  conservation,  30 
OECD.  See  Organization  for  Economic 

Cooperation  and  Development 
Office  of  Economic  Opportunity,  12 
Office  of  Management  and  Budget,  20,  81, 

92,311,328,626 
Office  of  Science  and  Technology,  315 
Office  of  the   Special  Representative   for 

Trade  Negotiations,  158,  311 
Oflutt  Air  Force  Base,  Nebr.,  599 
Ohio,  President's  visit,  373-375 
Ohio  River  Basin  Commission,  425 
Oil 
Alaska  pipeline,  703,  704 
Allocations,26,32,45[l],109[8] 
Decontrol,  28,  54,  64,  85  [19],  225,  283, 
396  [3],  402,  418,  420,  429,  460  [5], 

484,  488  [1],  510,  511  [1],  528,  537, 
538,  542,  548,  551,  562,  582  [9], 
594,602  [1],  678  [14],  741,  742 

Deepwater  ports,  8 

Exchange  for  food  exports,  548,  552  [8], 
582  [8],  616  [5],  620  [7],  622  [12, 
14],  636 

Import  fees,  26,  28,  36  [17],  41,  54,  64, 
70,  99,  108,  115,  120,  121,  225,  276 
[5],  283,  485,  488  [1],  538,  741,  742 

Imports,  8,  26,  28,  32,  36  [1,  17],  41,  42, 
45  [1],  54,  60,  64,  90  [1],  108,  120, 
121, 225,  270,  276  [5],  283, 418, 420, 

485,  488  [1],  498,  537, 542, 562,  594, 
636,  648  [3] 

Industry 
Nationalization,  109  [6] 
Public  trust,  396  [15] 

Israel,  U.S.  supplies,  565  [4] 

Naval  petroleum  reserves,  28,  64,  189 
[11],  742 

Offshore  resources,  64,  189  [11],  511 
[10] 

Organization  of  Petroleum  Exporting 
Countries,  45  [1],  90  [6],  91,  125 
[13],  179,  276  [5],  354  [8,  14],  460 
[17],  511  [5],  552  [8],  580,  592 
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Oil — Continued 
Pollution  control  legislation,  388 
Prices,  28,  36  [25],  42,  54,  109  [7,  14], 
121, 125  [13],  225,  276  [5],  312, 354 
[8,  14],  396  [3],  418,  420,  460  [5], 
484,  488  [1],  511  [1,  5],  537,  538, 
542,  551,  562,  592,  602  [1],  678  [14] 
Storage  system,  741, 742 
Taxation,  26, 60, 64, 70, 488  [7] 
Oklahoma,  President's  visit,  571, 572 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  571, 572 
Oklahoma  State  Fair,  571 
Old  North  Bridge,  Concord,  Mass.,  198 
Old  North  Church,  Boston,  Mass.,  197 
Older  American  Amendments  of  1975,  698 
Older  persons.  See  Aged 
Olympic  Sports,  President's  Commission 

on, 338 
Omaha,  Nebr.,  600, 602 
OMB.    See    Office    of   Management   and 

Budget 
OPEC.   See   Organization   of   Petroleum 

Exporting  Countries 
Opium,  control,  720 
Opportunities  Industrialization  Centers  of 

America,  71 
Oral  Surgeons,  American  Society  of,  617 
Oregon,  President's  visit,  528-530 
Organization  of  African  Unity,  739  [9], 

750  [6] 
Organization  of  American  States,  251 
Organization   for   Economic   Cooperation 
and  Development  Financial  Support 
Fund,  312 
Organization     of    Petroleum     Exporting 
Countries,  45  [1],90  [6],  91, 125  [13], 
179,  276  [5],  354  [8,  14],  460  [17], 
511  [5],  552  [8],  580,  592 
Ortoli,  Frangois-Xavier,  290  n. 
Oswald,  Lee  Harvey,  558 
Ottoman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  R.,  409 
Outer  Continental  Shelf,  28,  64,  189  [11] 
Overland  Park,  Kans.,  556 

Pacific  Doctrine,  716 

Pacific  Northwest  River  Basins  Commis- 
sion, 425 

Packard,  David,  657  [12] 

Pahlavi,  Shah  Mohammad  Reza,  258,  261, 
263,276  [5] 


Pakistan 
Joint  statement,  78 

Prime  Minister  Zulfikar  Ali  Bhutto,  74, 
78 
Palestine  Liberation  Organization,  204  [7], 

695  [23] 
Palmer,  Arnold,  734 
Panama  Canal,  251, 589, 615  [9] 
Paperwork  reduction,  220,  335,  500,  595, 

602  [2],  631 
Papua  New  Guinea,  Generalized  System 

of  Preferences,  668 
Parker,  Daniel,  163 
Patterson,  Tammy,  734 
Paul  VI,  Pope,  304  n. 
Pauling,  Linus  Carl,  568 
Payroll  Savings  Committee,  U.S.  Indus- 
trial, 33 
Pearl  Harbor,  Hawaii,  715 
Peck,  Ralph  Brazelton,  568 
Pekin,  III.,  495 
Peking,  People's  Republic  of  China,  706, 

708 
Pennsylvania 
President's  visit,  264,  265 
Valley  Forge  State  Park,  380 
Pennsylvania,  University  of,  264 
Pension  Reform  Act  of  1974,  80 
Peoria,  III.,  496 
Pepperdine  University,  574 
Pereira,  Aristides,  404 
Permian  Basin  Petroleum  Museum,  562 
Perry,  Lowell  W.,  282 
Pershing  missiles,  565   [2,  11],  573   [4], 

578[5],582[3],600[17] 
Peterborough,  N.H.,  548 
Petroleum.  See  Oil 
Pettis,  Repr.  Jerry  L.,  94 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  264,  265 
Philippines 

Administration  policy,  716 

Joint  communique,  713 

President  Ferdinand  E.  Marcos,  711, 712, 

713,  714 
President's  visit,  711-714 
Security  assistance  programs,  649 
Phnom  Penh,  Cambodia,  182 
Pike,  Repr.  Otis  G.,  551 
Pineland  Hospital  and  Training  Center, 

508 
Pitzer,  Kenneth  Sanborn,  568 
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PLO.  See  Palestine  Liberation  Organiza- 
tion 
Poland 
Agricultural  trade  with  U.S.,  602  [1,  5, 

Chairman  of  the  Council  of  Ministers 

Piotr  Jaroszewicz,  453  n. 
First  Secretary  Edward  Gierek,  448,  449, 

450,  451,  454 
Joint  statements,  450,  454 
Joint  U.S.-Polish  Trade  Commission,  450 
President's  visit,  448-453 
Taxation  convention  with  United  States, 

40 
U.S.  grain  sales,  600  [1],622  [1] 
Polar  Bears,  Agreement  on  the  Conserva- 
tion of,  699 
Political  system 
President's  assessment,  187,  666  [8],  750 

[20,  25] 
Public  confidence,  501  [4],  527  [7],  552 
[4], 666  [10,21] 
Polls,  public  opinion,  354  [4],  750  [3] 
Pollution.  See  under  Environment 
Pordand,  Maine,  509 
Portland,  Oreg.,  528,  529, 530 
Portsmouth,  N.H.,  549 
Portugal 

Administration  policy,  166  [15],  492 
NATO  relationship,  276  [4],  354  [10] 
Political  situation,  276  [2],  290  [5] 
Prime  Minister  Vasco  Gonial ves,  289  n., 

290  [5] 
Security  assistance  programs,  649 
Postal  Service,  United  States,  134,  496  [4] 
Powell,  John  H.,  Jr.,  141 
Powerplants,  28,  60,  108,  326,  488  [6],  582 

[4],  600  [9],  615  [2],  741,  742 
POW's.  See  Prisoners  of  war 
Prayer  Breakfast,  National,  56 
Prayer  proclamations,  Day-of-,  416 
Presidency,  President's  views  on,  36  [28], 
45  [7],  204  [4],  276  [9],  396  [6],  479 
[1,3],  615  [15],  620  [12],  666  [3,4, 
9],  750  [1,4] 
President,  Executive  Office  of  the,  160 
President  Ford  Committee,  343,  620  [6], 

657  [12],  678  [1],  739  [6],  750  [13] 
Presidential  Clemency  Board,  113, 243  [5], 

566,573  [12] 
Presidential  Scholars  program,  371 


President's  Advisory  Committee  on  Refu- 
gees, 267,  415 
President's      Commission     on     Olympic 

Sports,  338 
President's  Commission  on  White  House 

Fellowships,  269 
President's  Economic  Policy  Board,  92, 539 
President's  Labor-Management  Committee, 

326,  600  [2] 
President's  Panel  on  Federal  Compensa- 
tion, 328,  729 
Press  Club,  National,  645 
Prices 
Agricultural  commodities,  232,  501  [13], 

602  [16],  616  [17],  636 
Airiine  rates,  618 
Controls,  36  [26],  64,  72  [17],  402,  429, 

565  [17] 
Fair  trade  laws,  196 
Gasoline,  26,  45  [1],  396  [4],  582  [9] 
Grain,396[13],497[2,3] 
Housing,  243  [15] 
Increase  rate,  64,  68 
Milk  price  support  bill,  4 
Monitoring  agency,  31,  176,  328,  438, 

486,  687 
Motor  carrier  rates,  675 
Natural  gas,  28,  64,  82,  84,  85  [19],  220, 
374,  375,  496   [1],  502    [17],  527 
[16],  562,  612,  663,  742 
Oil,  28,  36  [25],  42,  54,  109  [7,  14],  121, 
225,  276  [5],  312,  354  [8,  14],  396 
[3],  418,  420,  460  [5],  484,  488  [1], 
511  [1,  5],  537,  538,  542,  551,562, 
592,602  [1],  678  [14] 
Regulatory  reform,  220 
Securities  transactions,  308 
Tobacco,  601 
Principe,  668 
Prisoners  of  war,  411 
Prisons,  Federal  Bureau  of,  341 
Privacy  Act  of  1974,  1,  577,  595 
Privacy  Protection  Study  Commission,  1 
Proclamations 
See  also  Appendix  B 
Bicentennial  Year,  752 
National  Saint  Elizabeth  Seton  Day,  546 
Oil  import  fees,  41, 120 
Vietnam  era  veterans  benefits,  termina- 
tion of  eligibility  period,  246,  247 
Project  Independence,  488  [13] 
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Psychotropic  Substances,  Convention  on, 

748 
Public  Broadcasting,  Corporation  for,  88 
Public  Broadcasting  Service,  276,  479 
Public  Health  Service  Act,  436 
Public  opinion  polls,  354  [4],  750  [3] 
Public  service  employment,  479  [2],  602 

[15],  616  [6,  12],  622  [21],  662,  666 

[13],  678  [8] 
Puerto  Rico,  Cuban  role  in  independence 

movement,  739  [9] 
PuUiam,  Eugene  C,  349 

Rabin,  Yitzhak,  204  [7],  243  [2],  316  [9], 
322,516,522 

Radiation  Control  for  Health  and  Safety 
Act  of  1968, 362 

Radio  Free  Europe,  460  [14] 

Radio  interview's.  See  under  News  media 

Radio  Regulations  (Geneva,  1959),  408 

Radio-Television  News  Directors  Associa- 
tion, 46 

Railroads 
Amtrak,  279 

Financial  assistance,  268,  279 
On-board  customs  procedures,  279 
Regulatory  reform,  196,  268 
Retirement  benefits,  143 
Safety,  9 

Raleigh,  N.C.,  677 

Ramadan,  605 

Rambouillet,  France,  680 

REA.  See  Rural  Electrification  Adminis- 
tration 

Reagan,  Ronald,  19,  396  [19],  501  [16], 
530,  551,  552  [2,  3],  573  [1,  3],  582 
[5],  622  [20],  648  [5],  657  [16],  666 
[14,  16],  678  [20],  695  [7,  13],  739 
[5],  750  [2, 14, 22] 

Real  Property  Acquisition  Policies  Act  of 
1970,  Uniform  Relocation  Assistance 
and,  49 

Recession,  36  [12,  27],  62,  64,  70,  72  [8], 
85  [4],  147,  166  [8],  167,  189  [10], 
204  [8],  410 

Red  Cross  Month,  104 

Refugee  program,  Indochina,  267, 347, 415, 
746 

Regulations,  Federal,  Congressional  re- 
view, 279 


Regulatory  reform,  9,  70,  144,  192,  196, 

220,  268,  308,  335,  341,  374,  375,  392, 

395,  396  [17],  496  [8],  500,  502  [2, 

12],  527  [12,  13],  531,  585,  602  [2], 

618,  615,  678  [6,  9],  723,  724 
Regulatory  Review  Commission,  192 
Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973, 156 
Reifenberg,  Jan,  276 
Religion 
Christmas,  747 

Day-of-prayer  proclamations,  416 
Jewish  High  Holy  Days,  521 
National  Baptist  Convention,  553 
National  Prayer  Breakfast,  56 
National  Religious  Broadcasters,  50 
National    Saint    Elizabeth    Seton    Day 

proclamation,  546 
Ramadan,  605 
Reports  to  the  Congress.  See  Congress, 

communications  to 
Republican  Party 
See  also  Elections,  1976 
Dinners,  rallies,  etc. 

Alexandria,  Va.,  219 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  679 

Boston,  Mass.,  664,  665 

Charleston,  W.  Va.,  670 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  375 

Dallas,  Tex.,  559 

Des  Moines,  Iowa,  491 

Detroit,  Mich.,  623 

Hartford,  Conn.,  630 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  557 

Lx)s  Angeles,  Calif.,  647 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  651,  652 

Minneapolis,  Minn.,  493, 494 

Newark,  N.J.,  612 

Newport,  R.I.,  512 

Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  572 

Overland  Park,  Kans.,  556 

Portland,  Maine,  509 

Pordand,  Oreg.,  529 

Raleigh,  N.C.,  677 

San  Francisco,  Calif.,  650 

Seattle,  Wash.,  525,  526 

Senate-House  fundraising  dinner,  187 
Jarman,  Repr.  John,  change  in  party  af- 
filiation, 44 
National     Federation     of     Republican 
Women,  559 
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Republican  Party — Continued 

National  Republican  Club  of  Capitol 

Hill,  213,  543 
National  Republican  Heritage  Groups 

Council,  262 
National  Teen-age  Republican  Leader- 
ship Conference,  339 
Northwest  Compact,  529 
President's  assessment,  125  [5],  352,  479 
[3],  491,  493,  494,  509,  525,  529, 
536,  572,  598,  612,  623,  647,  652, 
664,  665,  677,  67%  695  [13],  750 
[13] 
President's  travel,  396  [8],  552  [2,  4], 

565  [13],  620  [6],  657  [17] 
Republican  National  Associates,  352 
Republican  National  Committee,  536 
Republican  National  Leadership  Confer- 
ence, 129 
State  party  organizations 
Illinois,  138  [7], 396  [2] 
Kansas,  85  [13] 
Young  Republican  Leadership  Confer- 
ence, 116 
Rescissions,    budget.    See   under   Budget, 

Federal 
Reserve  Officers  Association  of  the  United 

States,  103 
Resignations  and  retirements 
Commerce  Department,  Secretary,  657 

[1] 

Defense  Department,  Secretary  of  the 
Army,  376 

Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Com- 
mission 
Chairman,  141 
General  Counsel,  142 

Export-Import    Bank    of    the    United 
States,  President  and  Chairman,  569 

Federal  Power  Commission,   Commis- 
sioner, 127 

General  Services  Administrator,  458 

Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  Depart- 
ment, Secretary,  360 

Interior  Department,  Secretary,  431 

Justice   Department,   Deputy   Attorney 
General,  132 

Labor  Department,  Secretary,  80 

Securities  and   Exchange  Commission, 
Chairman,  570 


Resignations  and  retirements — Continued 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  As- 
sociate Justice,  673 
White  House  Staff 
Counsel  to  the  President,  93, 481 
Special  Assistant,  604 
Reston,  James  B.,  666 
Revenue  Adjustment  Act  of  1975,  735  n. 
Revenue  sharing,  28,  32,  64,  69,  70,  90  [1], 
102,  138  [16],  214,  215,  216,  393,  554 
[14],  578  [8],  678  [8] 
Rhode  Island 
Bicentennial  song,  591 
President's  visit,  510, 511, 512 
Ribicoff,  Sen.  Abraham  A.,  192 
Richardson,  Elliot  L.,  23, 109  [17],  657  [1  ], 

663,678  [18] 
Ringsak,  Elton  W.,  Sr.,  229 
Rio  Treaty,  700 

River  Basins  Commissions,  reports,  425 
Robert   H.   Goddard   Memorial   Trophy, 

180 
Robinson,  Charles  W.,  552  [8] 
Robson,  John  E.,  203 

Rockefeller,  Nelson  A.,  19,  91,  92,  125 
[6],  138  [11],  204  [11],  396  [9,  19], 
479  [11],  501  [15],  511  [11],  543, 552 
[5],  565  [12,  14],  648  [1],  655  [4], 
657  [2, 5, 10, 22, 27],  666  [1, 2],  684  n., 
729 
Romania 

Generalized  System  of  Preferences  bene- 
ficiary, 668 
Joint  communique,  465 
President  Nicolae  Ceausescu,  460  [14], 

461,462,463,464,465 
President's  visit,  461-465 
Romanian-American     Joint     Economic 

Commission,  465 
Romanian-U.S.  Economic  Council,  465 
U.S.  trade  relations,  210,  211,  463,  464, 
465,  668 
Rome,  Italy,  301, 302, 304 
Rose,  Gregory,  356 
Rowan,  Roy,  426  ftn. 

Rumsfeld,  Donald  H.,  138  [7],  657  [1, 5, 6, 
9,  11,  19],  663,  666  [5],  678  [18],  688 
Rural  areas 
Employment,  32 
Energy  development,  488  [10] 
Environmental  programs,  15 
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Rural  areas — Continued 
Health  and  education  programs,  avail- 
ability, 616  [9] 
Transportation,  383 
Rural    Electric    Cooperative    Association, 

National,  321 
Rural  Electrification  Administration,  321 
Rural  Environmental  Assistance  program, 

15 
Rural   Environmental   Conservation   pro- 
gram, 15 

Sacramento,  Calif.,  531, 532, 533 
Sadat,  Anwar  el-,  243  [2],  297,  298,  299, 
300,  316  [9,  11],  516,  522,  565  [11], 
642,  643,  644,  654,  657  [25] 
Safety 
Airlines,  725 
Airport  and  airway,  136 
Consumer  products,  392 
Highway,    traffic,    and    motor    vehicle 

safety  programs,  613 
Nuclear  materials,  241,  362,  520,  582  [4] 
Occupational  safety  programs,  65,  363 
Railroads,  9 
Saigon,  Republic  of  Vietnam,  168 
St.    Christopher-Nevis-Anguilla,    General- 
ized System  of  Preferences,  668 
St.  Edward  Mercy  Medical  Center,  483 
Saint  Elizabeth  Seton  Day,  National,  546 
Saint  Lawrence  Seaway  Development  Cor- 
poration, annual  report,  535 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  551,  552,  553, 554 
SALT.  See  Strategic  arms  limitation  talks 
Salzburg,  Austria,  296,  297,  298,  299,  300 
Sampson,  Arthur  F.,  458 
San  Diego,  Calif.,  167 
San  Francisco,  Calif.,  169,  580,  581,  582, 

650 
San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Council,  169 
Sao  Tome  and  Principe,  Generalized  Sys- 
tem of  Preferences,  668 
Sato,  Eisaku,  303 
Saudi  Arabia,  King  Faisal  Ibn  Abdul  Aziz, 

155 
Savings  bonds,  33,  159,  228,  627 
Savings  and  loans  associations,  144 
SBA.  See  Small  Business  Administration 
Scheel,  Walter,  330, 331, 334, 443 
Schiefler,  Bob,  204 


Schlesinger,  James  R.,  276  [5],  600  [17], 
657  [1,  4,  14,  15,  29],  666  [1,  7,  11] 

Schmidt,  Helmut,  54,  289  n.,  440,  441, 
444,  457  n.,  680  n. 

School  Lunch  Act  and  Child  Nutrition  Act 
of  1966  Amendments  of  1975,  Na- 
tional, 609,  615   [8],  616   [15],  620 

[11] 
Schools 
See  also  Education 

Busing,  496  [6],  511  [6],  552  [10],  554 
[3],  565  [7,  8],  573  [10],  578  [9], 
620  [5],  622  [17],  648  [2] 
Federal  loans,  554  [4] 
Lunch  programs,  609,  615  [8],  616  [15], 

620  [11] 
Private,  assistance,  496   [7],  502   [11], 
560,  574 
Science,  National  Medal  of,  345,  568 
Science  Board,  National,  150 
Science  Foundation,  National,  114,  568 
Science  and  Technology,  Office  of,  315 
Scott,  Sen.  Hugh,  265, 657  [21] 
Scott,  Stanley  S.,  604 
Scowcroft,  Brent,  657  [1, 19] 
Sea,  Conference  on  the  Law  of  the,  450, 

511  [8],  527  [5] 
Seals,  Convention  for  the  Conservation  of 

Antarctic,  730 
Seattle,  Wash.,  524,  525,  526,  527 
Securities  Acts  Amendments  of  1975,  308 
Securities  and  Exchange  Commission,  308, 

392,  570 
Security,  President's,  551,  552,  555,  565 
[10],  582  [2],  615  [6],  620  [5],  655 
[7] 
Selective  Service,  draft  evaders,  clemency, 
36  [14],  58,  113,  243  [5],  566,  573 
[12] 
Selective  Service  Act,  Military,  58 
Senate.  See  under  Congress 
SER-Jobs  for  Progress,  410 
Seton  Day,  National  Saint  Elizabeth,  546 
Sevareid,  Eric,  204 
Shafer  Commission,  565  [19] 
Shanghai  communique,  706,  716 
Shannon,  Edgar  F.,  19 
Shannon,  James  Augustine,  568 
Shipping 
Cargo  preference,  527  [8] 
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Shipping — Continued 

Deepwater  ports,  8 

Grain  exports,  497  [4],  539,  571,  602  [5] 

Great  Lakes,  military  cargo,  502  [20] 

Longshoremen's  strike,  497  [1,  3],  539 

Merchant  marine,  207 

Oil  pollution  control  legislation,  388 

U.S.  flag  fishing  vessels,  18 
Shrimp,  agreement  with  Brazil,  320 
Shultz,  George  P.,  240 
Sickle  cell  anemia,  77,  530 
Sihanouk,  Norodom,  189  [2] 
Silberman,  Laurence  H.,  132 
Silbert,EarlJ.,460[7] 
Silcio,  Benedict,  582  ftn. 
Simon,  William  E.,  189  [9],  228, 626 
Sinai  agreement.  See  under  Middle  East 
Sinaia,  Romania,  464 
Singapore,  Prime  Minister  Lee  Kuan  Yew, 

249 
Sixth  Circuit  Judicial  Conference,  400 
Skylab  program,  180, 313 
Slayton,  Donald  K.,  412, 428, 482 
Small  Business  Administration,  272 
Small  Business  Awards,  272 
Smith,  Jack,  691 
Smith,  Mrs.  Merrill,  238 
Smithsonian  Institution,  576 
Social  security  system 

Benefit  structure,  126 

Benefits  increase,  26,  28,  32,  36  [22],  46, 
64,  143 

Child  support,  487 

Funding,  554  [15] 
Social  Services  Amendments  of  1974,  14 
Solarenergy,  108,488[9] 
Solzhenitsyn,  Aleksandr,  666  [19] 
Somalia,   Generalized   System   of  Prefer- 
ences, 154,  668 
South  Bend,  Ind.,  137, 138 
Southeast  Asia 

Administration  policy,  125  [4],  138  [2], 
179,  716 

Domino  theory,  166  [2],  750  [23] 

Postwar  reconstruction  funding,  161 

Refugee  resettlement  program,  267,  347, 
415,  746 

U.S.  missing  in  action,  411,  552  [9],  600 
[13],  716 
Southern  Methodist  University,  560 


Space  program 
Apollo-Soyuz  Test  Project,  405,  406,  412, 

428,  482,  624 
Communications  satellites,  313 
NASA    Distinguished    Service    Medal 

award  ceremony,  482 
National  Space  Club,  180 
Observation  satellites,  313, 317 
Planetary  exploration,  313 
Skylab  program,  180, 313 
Spain 
Generalissimo    Francisco    Franco,    291, 

292  n.,  294,  684 
NATO  relationship,  276  [4],  289,  290 

[6] 
President  of  Government  Carlos  Arias 

Navarro,  292  n.,  293,  459  n. 
President's  visit,  291-295 
Prince  Juan  Carlos,  293  n.,  684  n. 
U.S.  Ambassador,  684  n. 
Spanish-speaking  Americans 
Employment,  410 
Voting  rights,  410, 422, 477 
Sparkman,  Sen.  John  J.,  347 
Special  Coordinator  for  Disaster  Relief,  163 
Special  Representative  for  Trade  Negotia- 
tions, 158,311 
Speedy  Trial  Act  of  1974,  7 
Spencer,  Stuart,  620  [6] 
Spivak,  Lawrence  E.,  666 
Sports 
American  Football  Coaches  Association, 

25 
China,   People's   Republic   of,   national 

women's  basketball  team,  696 
International  Star  Class  Yacht  Racing 

Association  dinner,  499 
Jackie  Gleason  Inverrary  Classic,  110 
National  Collegiate  Athletic  Association, 

22 
President's    Commission    on    Olympic 

Sports,  338 
Walter  Hagen  Invitational  Golf  Tourna- 
ment, 398 
Wimbledon  tennis  champions,  417 
SS  Mayaguez,  256,  257,  276  [2],  426 
Stabler,  Wells,  684  n. 
Staebler,  Neil,  184 
Stafford,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  P.,  412,  428, 

482, 624 
Staggers,  Repr.  Harley  O.,  192 
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Stanford,  Calif.,  577, 578 

Stanford  University  School  of  Law,  577, 

578 
State,  Department  of 

See  also  specific  constituent  agencies 

Appropriations,  681 

Budget  deferrals,  681 

Consular  Agent,  117,  118 

Foreign  boycott  practices,  investigation, 
690 

Indochina  refugees,  347,  415 

Secretary,  20,  85  [1],  153,  204  [5],  311, 
324,  479  [9],  489,  516,  523,  600 
[17],  657  [1,  3,  15,  19],  662,  666 
[7],  678  [2],  685,  695  [5,  18],  718 

Under  Secretary,  311,  552  [8] 

U.S.  Ambassadors,  32, 239, 303, 657  [12], 
684  n. 

U.S.  Representative  to  the  United  Na- 
tions, 365 
State  and  local  government 

Airport  and  airway  development,  136 

Budgets,  spending  levels,  195 

Community  services,  502  [18] 

Courts,  Federal  assistance,  400 

Employment  programs.  Federal  assist- 
ance, 616  [4],  678  [8] 

Energy  meetings,  42,  85  [  1 1, 17] 

Fair  trade  laws,  192,  196,  220,  723,  724 

Federal  assistance,  102,  214,  215,  750 
[19] 

Federal  Executive  Boards,  151 

Federal  policies 
Economy,  32 
Energy,  32 

Federal  role,  554  [14] 

Fiscal  policy,  72  [18] 

Food  and  nutrition  programs,  Federal 
assistance,  609,  615  [8],  616  [15], 
620  [11] 

Gasoline  taxes.  State  revenue,  678  [16] 

General  revenue  sharing,  28,  32,  64,  69, 
70,90  [1],  102,  138  [16],  169,214, 
215,216,393,554  [14],  678  [8] 

Governors,  meetings,  42,  102 

Health  care  programs,  436 

Highway  construction,  72  [9],  84,  85 
[3],  108,  309,  367, 382,  383,  393,  622 
[21] 

Housing  programs.  Federal  assistance, 
350,351,372,496  [3],  622  [11] 


State  and  local  government — Continued 
Law    enforcement.    Federal    assistance, 

341,532,554  [5, 10],  590 
National  Conference  on  State  Legisla- 
tures, 216 
Occupational    safety    and    health    pro- 
grams, 363 
Offshore  oil  rights,  511  [10] 
Oil  pollution  control  legislation,  388 
Older  persons,  programs,  424 
Public  employees  strikes,  502  [10],  554 

[11],582[1] 
Public  works  projects,  616  [6] 
Regional  cooperation,  616  [19] 
State  legislatures 
Awards,  34 

President's  addresses,  84,  195,  532 
Unemployment  benefits,  508 
State  of  the  Union  Address,  28 
Statements  by  the  President 
See  also  Legislation,  remarks  and  state- 
ments on  approval 
Advisory  Council  on  Social  Security,  re- 
port, 126 
Automobile  emission  standards  deadline, 

extension,  364 
Bell,  Jack,  death,  563 

Biological  and  chemical  weapons,  rati- 
fication of  treaties,  38 
Cambodia 
Evacuation  of  U.S.  Mission  in  Phnom 

Penh, 182 
Fall  of  government,  191 
Chiang  Kai-shek,  death,  170 
Clemency  program  for  draft  evaders  and 

miUtary  deserters,  58,  113,  566 
Commission  on  CIA  Activities  Within 
the  United  States,  establishment,  19 
Commission  on  Revision  of  the  Federal 
Court  Appellate  System,  report  sub- 
mittal, 342 
Common  situs  picketing  bill,  veto,  743 
Considine,  Bob,  death,  588 
Consumer  representation  in  Federal  de- 
partments and  agencies,  658 
Corporation    for    Public    Broadcasting, 

support  for  Federal  funding,  88 
de  Valera,  Eamon,  death,  507 
Domestic   Council   Drug   Abuse   Task 

Force  report,  628 
Drug  abuse  programs,  748 
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Statements  by  the  President — Continued 

Egan,  John  Patrick,  death,  117 

Egyptian-Israeli  troop  disengagement 
agreement,  515 

Electric  utilities  construction.  Presi- 
dent's Labor-Management  Com- 
mittee recommendations,  326 

Emergency  agricultural  bill.  House  ac- 
tion sustaining  veto,  252 

Energy  conservation.  Senate  resolution, 
149 

Energy  Research  and  Development  Ad- 
ministration, activation,  29 

Faisal  Ibn  Abdul  Aziz,  death,  155 

Federal  labor-management  relations  in 
the  Federal  service,  76 

Federal  spending  ceiling,  223 

Foreign  boycott  practices,  689 

Franco,  Francisco,  death,  684 

Grain  sales  agreement  with  the  Soviet 
Union,  539,  636 

Haile  Selassie,  death,  505 

Independence  Day,  377 

Indochina  refugee  resettlement  program, 
415,746 

Jarman,  Repr.  John,  change  in  party 
affiliation,  44 

Job  Corps,  10th  anniversary,  52 

Keating,  Kenneth  B.,  death,  239 

Kissinger,  Secretary  of  State  Henry  A., 
trip  to  Middle  East,  489 

Kluczynski,  Repr.  John  C,  death,  51 

La  Guardia  Airport,  bombing  incident, 
749 

Lincoln,  George  A.,  death,  284 

Little,  Franklin  Rockefeller,  death, 
205 

Mindszenty,  Jozsef  Cardinal,  death,  242 

Moley,  Raymond,  death,  98 

National  Epilepsy  Month,  638 

National  Labor  Relations  Act,  40th  an- 
niversary, 378 

National  Medal  of  Science  awards,  345 

New  York  City's  financial  situation,  683 

Northern  Mariana  Islands,  Common- 
wealth status,  344 

Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission,  acti- 
vation, 29 

Oil 

Import  fee-setting  authority,  99 
Price  decontrol,  420, 542 


Statements  by  the  President — Continued 
Organization   of   Petroleum   Exporting 

Countries,  oil  price  increase,  592 
Pettis,  Repr.  Jerry  L.,  death,  94 
Presidential  Clemency  Board,  termina- 
tion, 566 
President's    Commission    on    Olympic 

Sports,  establishment,  338 
Privacy  Act  of  1974,595 
Pulliam,  Eugene  C,  death,  349 
Richardson,  Elliot  L.,  nomination  to  be 
U.S.    Ambassador    to    the    United 
Kingdom,  23 
Sato,  Eisaku,  death,  303 
Spain,  President's  departure,  295 
Tax    reduction    extension    bill.    House 

action  sustaining  veto,  735 
Tel  Aviv,  Israel,   terrorist  attack,   123 
Turkey 

U.S.  military  assistance,  73,  427,  608 
U.S.  miUtary  operations,  434 
Vietnam,  Republic  of 
Refugees  assistance,  163,  231 
U.S.  humanitarian  assistance,  161  [1], 

231 
U.S.  mercy  flight  crash  near  Saigon, 

168 
U.S.  personnel,  evacuation,  221 
Vietnam  era  veterans  benefits,  termina- 
tion of  eligibility  period,  246 
Welch,  Richard,  death,  745 
Williams,  Repr.  Lawrence  G.,  death,  407 
World  Environment  Day,  310 
Zionism,  United  Nations  resolution,  640 
Stevens,  John  Paul,  697,  750  [  1  ] 
Stevens,  Sen.  Ted,  704 
Stever,  H.  Guyford,  568 
Stone,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  J.,  272 
Strategic  arms  limitation  talks,  64,  96,  119, 
179,  186,  243  [7],  276  [3],  290  [8], 
316  [5],  354  [10],  456,  459,  460  [1,  4], 
479  [7],  492,  501  [8,  9],  502  [5],  512, 
526,  581  [8],  600  [10],  650,  657  [13], 
666  [25],  695  [5,  16],  717,  750  [5] 
Strip  mining.  See  Surface  mining 
Student  Loan  Marketing  Association,  55 
Stump,  Harvey,  Jr.,  272 
Suharto,  381, 709,  710 
Supplemental   Security  Income  program, 
64, 143 
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Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 

Associate  Justice,  673,  697,  750  [1] 

Brown  v.  Board  of  Education  of  Tope\a, 
Kansas,  565  [8] 

Chief  Justice,  692 

Criteria  for  nominee  selection,  578  [1]^ 
678  [4,  7, 18] 

Philosophy,  678  [7] 

Vacancy,  695  [9, 14, 17] 
Surface  mining,  28,  64,  75,  152,  270,  488 

[9],615[10],616[16] 
Surinam 

Generalized  System  of  Preferences  bene- 
ficiary, 668 

President  Johan  Henri  Eliza  Ferrier,  693 
Swearing-in  ceremonies 

Attorney  General  of  the  United  States, 
79 

Civil  Aeronautics  Board,  Chairman,  203 

Commerce  Department,  Secretary,  227 

Consumer  Advisory  Council,  member- 
ship, 230 

Defense  Department,  Secretary,  688 

Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Com- 
mission, Chairman,  282 

Federal  Election  Commission,  member- 
ship, 184 

Federal  Reserve  System,  Board  of  Gov- 
ernors, member,  403 

Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  Depart- 
ment 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Health,  370 
Secretary,  480 

Housing  and  Urban  Development  De- 
partment, Secretary,  131 

Interior  Department,  Secretary,  327,  633 

Labor  Department,  Secretary,  140 

Librarian  of  Congress,  672 

National  Institutes  of  Health,  Director, 
370 

National  Labor  Relations  Board,  Chair- 
man, 97 

Office    of    Management    and    Budget, 
Director,  81 

Special  Representative  for  Trade  Nego- 
tiations, 158 

Transportation  Department,  Secretary, 
128 

U.S.     Representative     to    the     United 
Nations,  365 


Syria 

Disengagement   of   forces   vv^ith   Israel, 

648  [7] 
Security  assistance  programs,  649 

Taft,  Julia,  415 

Tax  Reduction  Act  of  1975, 164 

Taxation 

Bilateral  conventions 
Iceland,  385 
Poland,  40 
Business  taxes 
Investment  tax  credit,  69,  70,  71,  84, 

602  [8],  614,  616  [1],  623 
Reduction,  26,  28,  32,  64,  90  [3,  4], 

614,616  [1],  623,629,630,631 
Reform,  616  [14] 

Windfall  profits,  32,  60,  64,  70,  85  [6], 
109  [7],  283, 488  [7],  538 
Congressional  action,  109  [5,  20],  135, 

138  [10],  164 
Domestic  International   Sales  Corpora- 
tion, 554  [7] 
Education,  private  assistance,  496  [7] 
Elderly  persons,  424 
Energy  conservation,  26 
Energy  tax  rebate,  121,  582  [9] 
Fuel,  excise  tax,  60,  64,  70,  138  [17], 

383,393,678  [16] 
Income  taxes 
Rebates,  26,  28,  32,  36  [2,  29],  39,  46, 

54,70,71,72  [14],  90  [3] 
Reduction,  26,  28,  32,  36  [12],  54,  6^, 
64,69,  85  [17],  90  [1,3,4],  121, 
125   [8],  157,  164,  171,  354  [7, 
17],  379  [1,2,  10],  501  [1],  565 
[6],  600  [2],  614,  615  [1],  616 
[1],  617,  620  [3,  13],  622  [5,  16, 
22],  623,  626,  629,  630,  631,  647, 
650,666  [15],  695  [20],  717,  731, 
732,735,750  [10] 
Mortgage  interest  tax  credit,  144 
Reform,  157, 164, 169, 171 
Teague,  Repr.  Olin  E.,  112 
Tel  Aviv,  Israel,  123, 125  [10] 
Television    interviews.    See   under   New^s 

media 
Television    New^s    Directors    Association, 

Radio-,  46 
Teng  Hsiao-ping,  706,  708 
Tennessee,  President's  visit,  615,  616 
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Tcnnessec-Tombigbee  Waterway,  616  [12] 
Tennessee  Valley  Authority,  615  [4],  616 

[13],  678  [17] 
Texas,  President's  visits,  82,  558-562 
Textile   Agreements,   Committee  for  the 

Implementation  of,  311 
Textile  Trade  Policy  Group,  31 1 
Thailand,    security    assistance    programs, 

649 
Thanksgiving  Day,  694,  695  [24] 
Theodore  Roosevelt  Award,  22 
Thieu,  Nguyen  Van,  85  [12],  166  [2,  6], 

189  [6],  204  [2] 
Thomson,  Vernon,  184 
Thorelli,  Hans  B.,  230 
Thorn,  Gaston,  289  n.,  674 
Tiernan,  Robert,  184 
Tindemans,  Leo,  287  n. 
Tito,  Josip  Broz,  466,  467,  468,  469,  471 
Tobacco  price  support  levels,  601 
Tomb  of  the  Unknowns,  278 
Topeka,  Kans.,  83,  84,  85 
Torell,  Bruce,  272 
Tourism  programs,  285,  389 
Trade 

Balance  of  payments,  602  [8],  650 
Developing  countries,  2,  147,  154,  226, 

273,  668 
Domestic  International   Sales   Corpora- 
tion, 554  [7] 
Exchange  of  grain  and  oil,  548,  552  [8], 
582  [8],  616  [5],  620  [7],  622  [12, 
14],  636 
Fair  trade  laws,  192, 196,  220,  723,  724 
Foreign  boycott  practices,  689,  690 
Hazardous  materials,  transportation,  9 
International  relations,  64,  226 
Japan,  relations  with  United  States,  475 
Metric  system  conversion,  744 
People's  Republic  of  China,  discussions, 

622  [14] 
Romania,  agreement  with  United  States, 

210,  211,  668 
Soviet  agreement,  36  [15],  91, 179, 226 
Tariffs,  16,  226 
Textiles,  311 

Trade  Act  of  1974, 2, 64, 226 
Trade  Agreements  program,  226 
U.S.  shipping,  207, 527  [8] 
Trade  Negotiations,  OiSce  of  the  Special 
Representative  for,  158,  311 


Trademark  Registration  Treaty,  519 
Transportation 

See  also  specific  mode  of  transportation 
Customs  procedures,  279 
Hazardous  materials,  regulation,  9 
Mass  transit,  85  [3],  128, 393 
Regulatory  reform,  70,   196,  220,  268, 

en  [6] 
Safety  programs,  9,  613,  725 
Saint   Lawrence    Seaway   Development 
Corporation  report,  535 
Transportation,  Department  of 
See  also  specific  constituent  agencies 
Budget  deferrals  and  rescissions,  11,  72 

[9],  84,  367 
La  Guardia  Airport,  bombing  incident, 

investigation,  749 
Military  incentive  awards  program,  139 
Secretary,  20,  92,  128,  268,  725,  749 
Transportation  Safety  Act  of  1974,  9 
Travel,  President's 

Domestic.  See  specific  city  or  State 
Foreign.  See  Austria;  Belgium;  China, 
People's  Republic  of;  Finland; 
France;  Germany,  Federal  Repub- 
lic of;  Indonesia;  Italy;  Philippines; 
Poland;  Romania;  Spain;  Yugo- 
slavia 
Travel  Program  for  Foreign  Diplomats, 

148 
Travel  Service,  United  States,  285 
Traverse  City,  Mich.,  398,  401  n. 
Treasury,  Department  of  the 
See  also  specific  constituent  agencies 
Alexander  Hamilton  Award,  240 
Budget  deferrals,  541,  681 
Secretary,  20,  92,  189  [9],  214,  228,  240, 

311,324,626 
Under  Secretary,  311 
Treaties    and    other    international    agree- 
ments 
Antarctic  Seals,  Convention  for  the  Con- 
servation of,  730 
Biological  weapons  convention,  37,  38 
Geneva  Protocol  of  1925,  37,  38 
Inter-American    Treaty    of    Reciprocal 
Assistance   (Rio  Treaty),  protocol, 
700 
Intergovernmental   Maritime   Consulta- 
tive      Organization       convention, 
amendments,  391 
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Treaties    and    other    international    agree- 
ments— Continued 
International  Coffee  Agreement  of  1968, 

protocol,  188 
International  Wheat  Agreement,   1971, 

protocols,  319 
Nuclear       weapons,       nonproliferation 

treaty,  450 
Polar  bears,  agreement  on  the  conserva- 
tion of,  699 
Psychotropic  substances,  convention,  748 
Radio  Regulations  (Geneva,  1959),  par- 
tial revision,  408 
Shrimp  agreement  w^ith  Brazil,  320 
Taxation  conventions 
Iceland,  385 
Poland,  40 
Trade  agreement  w^ith  Romania,  210, 

211,668 
Trademark  Registration  Treaty,  519 
Trivette,  Alpha,  419 
Trucking  industry 
Compensatory  legislation,  1 1 
Deregulation,  502  [12] 
Motor  carrier   reform   legislation,   675, 
678  [6] 
Trudeau,  Pierre  Elliott,  290  n. 
Truman,  Harry  S.,  6,  85  [16],  479  [6], 

582  [7] 
Tulane  University,  208 
Tunisia,  Prime  Minister  Hedi  Nouira,  233 
Turkey 

Arms    embargo,    Congressional    action, 

479  [10] 
Cyprus,  conflict,  390,  718 
Generalized  System  of  Preferences,  ben- 
eficiary, 668 
Illicit  drug  trafficking,  748 
NATO  involvement,  387 
Opium  poppies,  control,  720 
Prime     Minister     Siileyman     Demirel, 

289  n.,  457, 720 
Security  assistance  programs,  649 
U.S.  military  assistance,  73,  91,  179,  276 
[2],  387,  390,  427,  440,  447,  479 
[10],  492,  565  [18],  608 
U.S.  military  operations,  suspension,  434, 
447, 457, 460  [2] 
Tuss  McLaughry  Avv^ard,  25 

Uganda,   Generalized   System   of   Prefer- 
ences, 154 


Unemployment.  See  Employment  and  un- 
employment 
Unemployment    Assistance    Act,    Emer- 
gency Jobs  and,  32,  64, 209 
Unemployment  Assistance  Extension  Act 
of  1975,  Emergency  Compensation  and 
Special,  366 
Unemployment  Compensation  Act,  Emer- 
gency, 32,  64,  209 
Uniform  Code  of  Military  Justice,  58 
Uniform  Relocation  Assistance  and  Real 
Property  Acquisition  Policies  Act  of 
1970,  49 
Uniformed  Services  University  of  Health 

Sciences,  394 
Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics 
Administration  policy,  179,  186 
Angola,    involvement,    695    [22],    738, 

739  [7,  8],  750  [5,21] 
Apollo-Soyuz    Test    Project,    405,    406, 

412,428,482,624 
Backfire  bomber,  666  [25] 
Democratic  Republic  of  Vietnam,  aid, 

189  [5] 
Detente  with  United   States,  36   [15], 
276   [3],  289,  290   [2],  354   [10], 
459,  492,  501    [8],  502    [5],  530, 
581    [8],  657   [7],  663,  666   [19, 
22],  695  [22],  739  [8],  750  [5] 
General   Secretary  L.   I.  Brezhnev,  36 
[23],  72  [4],  316  [5],  456,  460  [1, 
8,  13],  622  [4],  657  [14],  666  [25], 
695  [16] 
Intelligence  activities,  354  [16] 
Middle  East  involvement,  45   [2],  204 

[7],  276  [7],  479  [8] 
Naval  policy,  207 
Oil,  exchange  for  U.S.  grain,  582   [8], 

620  [7],  622  [12, 14],  636 
Strategic  arms  limitation,  64,  96,   119, 
179,  186,  243  [7],  276  [3],  290  [8], 
316  [5],  354  [10],  456,  459,460  [1, 
4],479[7],492,501[8,9],502[5], 
512,  526,  581   [8],  600  [10],  650, 
657  [13],  666  [25],  695  [5, 16],  717, 
750  [5] 
Transpolar  aviators,  348 
U.S.  grain  sales,  396  [13],  460  [10],  490, 
497  [1,  4],  511  [3,  12],  539,  548, 
552  [8],  554  [2],  571,  581  [6],  582 
[8],  598,  600  [1,  6],  602  [1,  5,  7, 
13],  616  [5],  620  [7],  622  [1],  636, 
750  [7] 
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Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics — Con. 
U.S.  trade  relations,  36  [15],  91,  179, 

226 
Whaling  operations,  30 
United  Kingdom 

European  participation,  276  [4] 
Prime  Minister  Harold  Wilson,  54,  57, 

61,  290  n.,  456  n.,  457  n.,  680  n. 
U.S.  Ambassador,  23, 657  [12] 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  47 
United  Nations 
Charter  on  Economic  Rights  and  Duties 

of  States,  578  [4] 
Cyprus  conflict,  718 
Fund  for  Drug  Abuse  Control,  720 
Israeli  membership,  552  [9],  581  [10] 
Korea,  Republic  of,  membership,  552  [9] 
Middle  East,  involvement,  276  [7],  517, 

526, 648  [7],  655  [5] 
President's  assessment,  650 
Secretary  General,  718 
U.S.  participation,  annual  report,  656 
U.S.  Representative,  365 
Vietnamese  membership,  552  [9] 
Zionism  resolution,  640,  655   [6],  669, 
678  [12] 
United  Nations  Conference  on  the  Human 

Environment,  310 
United    Nations    Development    Program, 

161 
United  States  Arms  Control  and  Disarma- 
ment Agency,  96,  119 
United  States  Civil  Service  Commission, 

111,124,328,690 
United  States  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  Circuit,  485 
U.S.  Industrial  Payroll  Savings  Commit- 
tee, 33 
United  States-Japan  Cooperative  Medical 

Science  Program,  384 
United  States  Jaycees,  540 
United  States  Metric  Board,  744 
United  States  Military  Academy,  306 
United  States  Postal  Service,  134,  496  [4] 
United  States  Travel  Service,  285 
U.S.S.  Arizona  Memorial,  715 
U.S.S.  Greenville,  426 
U.S.S.  Monterey,  111 
U.S.S.  Nimitz,  236 


University  of  Hawaii,  716 
University  of  Michigan  Club,  122 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  264 
Upper  Mississippi  River  Basin  Commis- 
sion, 425 
Uranium  enrichment  program,  357,  358, 

359,  600  [9] 
Urban  areas 

Administration  policy,  396  [11],  397 

Community  development,  12,  167,  351 

Federal    assistance,   254,   578  [8],   602 
[17],  622  [3] 

Fiscal  problems,  479  [3] 

General  revenue  sharing,  214 

Health  care  programs,  436 

Housing  programs,  622  [11] 

Municipal  bankruptcy  legislation,  646, 
648  [1],  655  [8],  683, 695  [1] 

Municipal  bonds,  648  [1],  655  [8] 

Municipal  workers,  strikes,  582  [1] 

Transportation,  85  [3],  128,  383,  393 
Utilities 

Advertising,  554  [13] 

Conversion  from  oil  to  coal,  616  [11] 

Development,  321,  326 

Rate  increases,  615  [2] 

VA.  See  Veterans  Administration 
Vail,  Colo.,  485, 488, 497 
Vail  Symposium,  488 
Valley  Forge  State  Park,  380 
Van  Elslande,  Renaat,  287  n. 
Vandenberg,  Sen.  Arthur  H.,  91 
Vatican,  Pope  Paul  VI,  304  n. 
Veterans 

Disability  compensation  benefits,  478 

Educational  benefits,  246,  247 

Employment,  156,  174,  502  [7] 

GI  bill,  554  [4] 

Survivor  benefits,  478 

Travel  expenses,  21 
Veterans   Administration,   Administrator, 

92 
Veterans  Day,  575, 641 
Veterans    Disability    Compensation    and 

Survivor  Benefits  Act  of  1975,  478 
Veterans  Readjustment  Assistance  Act  of 
1974,  Vietnam  Era,  156 
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Veto  messages  and  memorandums  of  dis- 
approval 

See  also  Addresses  and  remarks;  State- 
ments by  the  President 

Departments  of  Labor  and  Health,  Edu- 
cation, and  Welfare  Appropriation 
Act,  1976,  737 

Education  Division  and  Related  Agen- 
cies Appropriation  Act,  1976,  433 

Emergency  agricultural  bill,  message, 
232 

Emergency  employment  appropriations 
bill,  message,  288 

Emergency  housing  bill,  message,  351 

Filberts,  import  bill,  memorandum,  16 

Foreign  diplomatic  missions,  protection, 
message,  701 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  naming  of  Federal 
building  for  the  President,  memo- 
randum, 17 

Maritime  Administration  appropriations, 
memorandum,  18 

Milk  support  price  bill,  memorandum,  4 

National  School  Lunch  Act  and  Child 
Nutrition  Act  of  1966  Amendments 
of  1975,  message,  609 

Nurses,  training  appropriations,  memo- 
randum, 3 

Oil  import  fees  bill,  message,  121 

Oil  price  control  extension,  message,  538 

Petroleum  price  review  bill,  message,  418 

Public  health  services  bill,  436 

Rural  environmental  programs,  funding, 
memorandum,  15 

Surface  mining  control  and  reclamation 
bill,  message,  270 

Tax  reduction  extension  bill,  message, 
732 

Tobacco  price  support  levels  bill,  mes- 
sage, 601 

Tourism  programs  appropriations,  mes- 
sage, 285 

Travel  expense  allov^ances  for  Federal 
civilians,  memorandum,  21 
Veto  power.  President's  views,  356,  374, 

375, 423, 512, 557, 598,  630 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  19,  91, 
92,  316  [8],  328,  396  [9],  479  [11], 
501  [15],  511  [11],  552  [5],  602  [6], 
655  [4],  657  [2,  5, 10,  22],  666  [1,  2], 
684  n.,  729 


Vietnam,  Democratic  Republic  of 
Administration  policy,  479  [  8] 
Campaign  in  South  Vietnam,  204  [2] 
Soviet  Union,  assistance,  189  [5] 
Vietnam,  Republic  of 
Administration  policy,  479  [8] 
Executions,  243  [12] 
Orphans,  evacuation,  166  [1, 4],  168, 169 
President  Nguyen  Van  Thieu,  85  [12], 

166  [2,  6],  189  [6],  204  [2] 
Refugees,  163,  166  [1,  7],  167,  169,  179, 

181,  189  [12],  204  [2],  224,  231, 

243  [3,  10],  260,  262,  267,  347,  415, 

484,  530,  746 
United  Nations  membership,  552  [9] 
U.S.  Ambassador,  243  [10] 
U.S.  assistance,  36  [6,  13,  18],  45  [3],  53, 

72  [1],  85  [15],  109  [3],  125  [1], 

161  [1],  166  [2,  11,  14],  167,  179, 

181,  189  [6,  13],  204  [2],  224,  231, 

347 
U.S.  personnel,  evacuation,  179, 189  [12], 

204  [2],  221, 243  [10] 
Vietnam  conflict 
Cease-fireefforts,  189[2] 
Communist  actions,  166  [2],  179 
Congressional  inquiry,  243  [  1  ] 
Draft   evaders    and    military    deserters, 

clemency,  36  [14],  58,  113,  243  [5], 

566,573  [12] 
Missing  in  action,  411,  552  [9],  600  [13], 

716 
1976  election  campaign  issue,  204  [2] 
Paris  accords,  U.S.  support,  166  [2],  179, 

189  [5] 
President's  assessment,  36  [18,  21],  316 

[3] 
South  Vietnamese  efforts,  166  [2],  204 

[2] 
U.S.  involvement,  36  [21],  109  [3],  166 
[2,  11,  14],  179,  189  [13],  204  [2], 
243  [1,6] 
Vietnam  Era  Veterans  Readjustment  As- 
sistance Act  of  1974, 156 
Vietnam    Humanitarian    Assistance    and 

Evacuation  Act  of  1975,  224 
Virginia,  President's  visits,  95,  218,  219, 

236,410,411,667 
Viscardi,  Dr.  Henry,  Jr.,  691 
Voice  of  America,  460  [14] 
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Voting  Rights  Act  of  1965,  27,  43,  48,  410, 

422, 477 

Wages 

Congressional  pay  increase,  620  [10] 

Controls,  36  [26],  72  [17],  565  [17] 

Federal  employees,  26,  28,  32, 46,  64, 143, 
328,506,554  [15],  729 

Monitoring  agency,  31,  176,  328,  438, 
486,  687 
Wagonseller,  James  M.,  421 
Waldheim,  Kurt,  718 
Wallace,  George  C,  678  [15, 19] 
Walter  Hagen  Invitational  Golf  Tourna- 
ment, 398 
War  Powers  Act,  166  [3, 11],  183 
War  Powers  Resolution,  257,  276  [2] 
Warren  Commission,  166  [13],  243   [8], 

558,695  [19] 
Warsaw,  Poland,  448, 449 
Warwick,  R.I.,  510 

Washington,  D.C.  See  District  of  Columbia 
Washington,  President's  visit,  524-527 
Watergate,  109  [13],  479  [5] 
Weapons.  See  Arms  and  weapons 
Weather  Program,  World,  317 
Weinberger,  Caspar  W.,  360 
Weitz,  Capt.  Paul  J.,  235 
Welch,  Richard,  745 
Welfare  programs,  reform,  479   [4],  600 

[12],  626,  648  [6] 
West  Point,  N.Y.,  306 
West  Virginia,  President's  visits,  611,  669- 

671 
Westover  Air  Force  Base,  Mass.,  662 
Whaling  Commission,  International,  30 
Wheat.  See  Grain 
Wheat    Agreement,    1971,    International, 

319 
Wheat  Trade  Convention,  319 
Wheatgrowers  organizations,  497 
White  House  Conference  on  Handicapped 

Individuals,  691 
White   House   Conferences   on   Domestic 
and  Economic  Affairs 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  69 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  374 

Concord,  N.H.,  196 

Hollywood,  Fla.,  108 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  616 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  502 


White   House   Conferences   on   Domestic 
and  Economic  Affairs — Continued 
Omaha,  Nebr.,  602 
Peoria,  111.,  496 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  554 
San  Diego,  Calif.,  167 
Seatde,  Wash.,  527 
White  House  Correspondents  Association, 

237 
White     House     Fellowships,     President's 

Commission  on,  269 
White  House  News  Photographers  Asso- 
ciation, 190 
White  House  staff 

Assistant  to  the  President,  657  [1] 
Assistant  to  the  President  for  Domestic 

Affairs,  91,  92 
Assistant  to  the  President  for  Economic 

Affairs,  328 
Assistant  to  the  President  for  National 

Security  Affairs,  311,  657  [1] 
Assistant   to   the   President   for   Public 

Liaison,  20 
Christmas  party,  remarks,  728 
Counsel  to  the  President,  93,  481 
Special  Assistant,  604 
Special   Assistant  to  the  President  for 

Consumer  Affairs,  230 
Special  Coordinator  for  Disaster  Relief, 
163 
Wilderness  Preservation  System,  National, 

726 
WildUfe 

Antarctic  seals,  730 
Polar  bears,  699 
Preservation,  488  [12] 
Whales,  30 
Will,  George  F.,  666 
Willett,  Edward  R.,  230 
Williams,  Repr.  Lawrence  G.,  407 
Wilson,  Harold,  54,  57,  61,  290  n.,  456  n., 

457  n.,  680  n. 
Wimbledon  tennis  champions,  417 
WIN  (Whip  Inflation  Now)  program,  54 
Windfall  profits  tax,  32,  60,  64,  70,  85  [6], 

109  [7],  283,  488  [7],  538 
Wisconsin,  President's  visits,  501-503,  651, 

652 
Wolman,  Abel,  568 
Women 
Employment,  124,  185,  209 
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Women — Continued 
Equal  rights  amendment,  24,  185,  307, 

396  [14],  578  [2],  616  [21] 
Federal  affirmative  action  programs,  616 

Supreme  Court  nomination,  considera- 
tion, 695  [14] 
Vice-Presidential    running    mate,    con- 
sideration, 602  [6],  662 
Women's  Equality  Day,  1975,  504 
Women's  Forum  on  National  Security,  106 
Women's  Year,  1975,  National  Commis- 
sion  on  the   Observance  of  Interna- 
tional, 24, 185 
World  Affairs  Council,  581 
World  Bank.  See  International  Bank  for 

Reconstruction  and  Development 
World  Conference  on  Lavv^,  632 
World  Environment  Day,  310 
World  Food  Conference,  64, 137, 147,  179 
World  Weather  Program,  317 
Wyman,  Louis,  511    [9],  547,  548,  549, 
573  [2] 

Yacht   Racing   Association,    International 

Star  Class,  499 
Yale  University  Law^  School,  217 
Yemen,  People's  Republic  of.  Generalized 

System  of  Preferences,  154 
YMCA    Youth     Governors     Conference, 

National,  356 
Young  Republican  Leadership  Conference, 

116 
Youth 

Birth  defects,  734 

Child  support  programs,  14,  487 

Crime,  341,  532 

Day  care,  502  [13] 

Employment,   172,   174,  178,  243   [11], 

333,511  [7],  554  [8],  616  [7] 
Foster  Grandparent  program,  550 


Youth — Continued 
Groups 

Boys  Nation,  421 
Capitol  Page  School  class,  314 
CLOSE-UP,  172 

Cub  Scout  induction  ceremonies,  671 
Future  Farmers  of  America,  419 
Girls  Nation,  414 
Holton-Arms  School,  307 
Loy  Norris  High  School  students,  337 
National    Explorer    Presidents'    Con- 
gress, 177 
National  Teen-age  Republican  Leader- 
ship Conference,  339 
Presidential  Scholars,  371 
Youth  Bicentennial  rally,  530 
Handicapped,  education,  707 
Minority  unemployment,  602  [9] 
Presidential  Scholars  program,  371 
President's  advice,  582  [11] 
School  lunch  and  child  nutrition  pro- 
grams, 143,  609,  615  [8],  616  [15], 
620  [11] 
Summer  recreation,  333 
Yugoslavia 

Belgrade  City  Assembly,  470 

Joint  statements,  146,  471 

President  Josip  Broz  Tito,  466,  467,  468, 

469,  471 
President's  visit,  466-471 
Prime   Minister   Dzemal    Bijedic,    145, 
146,  468  n. 

Zablocki,  Repr.  Clement  J.,  387 
Zaire,  security  assistance  programs,  649 
Zambia,  President  Kenneth  D.  Kaunda, 

200 
Zarb,  Frank  G.,  564, 593,  661 
Zionism,  640,  655  [6],  669,  678  [12] 


A-55 


U.S.  GOVERNMENT  PRINTING  OFFICE:  1977    O— 64-630 


DATE  DUE 

- 

GOVT.GS  4.113:975/bk.2/c.2 
United  States.  President. 
(1974-1977  :  Ford). 
Pubic  papers. 


GOVT.GS  4.113:975/bk.2/c.2 
United  States.  President. 
(1974-1977  :  Ford). 
Public  papers. 


